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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1795. 


ADE's Mill Roads Bill was read a third time and 
paſled, | 

Lord Hood preſented a petition from the inhabitants and 
houſeholders of St. Clement Danes, which his lordſhip ſtated 
to be numerouſly and reſpectably ſigned, praying the Houſe to 
take meaſures for the better ſecurity of his Majeſty's perſon 
and government, and the prevention of ſeditious meetings. 
His Lordſhip alſo preſented another petition, in favour of the 
Bills, from the inhabitants and houſeholders of Weſtminſter 
at large. — 

Mr. Samuel Smith preſented a petition from the inhabitants 
of Leiceſter in favour of the Bills. 

Mr. Grey preſented a petition from the borough of New- 
port, in the county of Cornwall, againſt the Bills. Allo 
another to the ſame effect from Launceſton, in the county of 
CRONE The petitions were both ordered to lie on the 
table. | b 


GRAIN. 


Mr. Hibart attended with the Report of the Committee 
upon the Bill for prohibiting the diſtillation of ſpirits from 
wheat and other articles of grain. 

Mr. Noſe moved that the Bill be re- committed for the in- 
ſertion of a clauſe to prohibit the diſtillation of ſpitits from 
molaſſes produced in England, or imported from the colonies, 
and that inſtructions be given to the Committee for the ſame, 
as, upon enquiry, molaſſes had been found to be an article 
of great conſumption at this time among the poor, particu- 
larly in and about the metropolis. He ſaid that the clauſe 
was on that account deemed to be expedient. : 

Mr. Huſſey declared, he was glad that miniſters had taken 
that article into their conſideration, and he hoped they would 
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not ſuffer the Bill to fleep, but paſs it as ſoon as poſlible into 


a law. 
' SCOTCH CAVALRY. 

Genera! Fitzpatrick called the attention of the Houſe to the 
manner in which the Aberdeenſhire Cavalry had been drafted 
and diſbanded. It muſt, he faid, appear to any perſon who 
underſtood military regulations, that they ought to be dif- 
banded in their -own country, and as near their own homes 
as poſſible. Whoever would read the letter of ſervice, might 
fee, that though this might not be expreſſed, it was really the 
ſtipulation made when they enliſted, He would, therefore, 
make the following motion: That there be laid before the 
Houſe a copy of the correſpondence between Colonel Hay 
and the Secretary at War, or any other of his Majeſty's 
miniſters, reſpecting the diſbanding or drafting the 1cgth, or 
Aberdeenſhire Cavalry, | 

General Macleod ſeconded the motion, becauſe he under- 
ſtood that the conditions upon which the xogth, or Aberdeen- 
ſhire regiment, was raiſed, were, that the men, when they 
were diſbanded, ſhould be diſbanded in their own country, or 
near their own houſes 3 whereas they were drafted and Ae. 
ed to other regiments, which made it impoſſible for them all 
to be diſbanded in their own country, or near their own 
homes, and conſequently there appeared to be a breach of 
faith upon the part of government, N 

Mr. Allardyce ſaid, no complaints had been made fro 
Aberdeen, which called up General Macleod to explain, 
The motion was agreed to. | 


LIBEL ON THE HOUSE, 


The order of the day, for reſuming the debate on the Pam- 
phlet complained of, as containing a falſe, ſcandalous, and 
malicious libel upon the Houſe of Commons, having been read, 

Mr. Sheridan (aid, he hoped he ſhould have the indulgence 
of the Houle while he entered into a comment on the expreſ- 
tons and principle of the hock in queſtion at large. He had 
not, on a former night, troubled the Houſe with any long 
comment upon it, becaule he thought it his duty to read it firſt. 
In the intermediate time, he had read it over with due de- 
liberation: and if he had found it to have only contained a 
tolitary paſſage, if he had found the paſſage itſelf contradicted 
by the reſt of the context, or, if it had not plainly appeared 
to him that it was the general wiſh of the author to libel the 
conſtitution of the country, he would not have riten to preſs 
the amendment which he would make to the motion he ſub- 


mitted to the Houſe on a former night, and then rcad as the 
order 
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order of the day. He had conſidered the whole of the pam- 
phlet, and the whole of it manifeſted the ſame deliberate 
malignity againſt the liverty of the conſtitut on, and the 
ſame deliberate malignity of fortifying the crown with ex- 
traordinary powers. He hoped other gentleman, who had 
likewiſe read it with the ſame attention, would fee the pub- 
lication in the light he did: and if they did, he was ſure 
they would not think that they performed their duty, if they 
did not ſhew their marked reprobation of ſuch doctrine, and 
endeavour to bring the libeller to juſtice. He faid, he was 
ſurpriſed that he did not ſce a right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Windham) in his place, becauſe by the manner in which 
he had delivered his ſentiments upon a former evening, he 
was in ſome degree impolicated—/ at this moment Mr. IVind- 
ham entered. ) Mr. Sheridan declared he was happy to ſce 
bis ſurpriſe removed by the attendance of the right honour- 
able gentleman, and hoped that he had read the book and re- 
canted his opinions; for, if he came to ſupport ſo groſs and 


palpable a libel again upon the legiſlative government, he 


ſhould frankly confeſs that he was not happy to ſee him, but, 
on the contrary, very forry. He regretted that another right 
honourable gentleman (the Maſter of the Rolls) was ablent, 
becauſe he had moved the adjournment to meditate upon the 
pamphlet before he delivered his opinion. 
© The publication had been aſcribed to a man whoſe intimate 
connection with the government was well known; to a man 
to whom it had been ſaid by one gentleman (the Secretary at 
War) the national gratitude could not be too much directed; 
to a man who had been the chairman of that political aſſocia- 
tion, Which had incited and encouraged aſſociations throughout 
the country, and which had an intimate connexion and cor- 
reſpondence with thoſe affociations. To that perſon the 
pamphlet had been aſcribed : but it had been reported to him, 
tince he came into the Houſe, that the aſſertion of Mr. Reeves 
being the author of the pamphlet was to be ſolemnly diſavow- 
ed. He was glad of it. Mr. Reeves he had formerly known, 
when he was a member of that Whig Club which was fo much 
:eprobated in this pamphlet. 
The prominent doctrines maintained in the pamphlet were, 
1. That liberty flowed from the King alone. 2. That all 
ſecurity of law and government was der ved from the kingiy 
power, 3. That the revolution, in 1688, was a fraud and a 
farce; and that all the people got by it was a Proteſtant 
King. 4. That the Diſſenters were enemies to the country, 
and ought to be exterminated. 5. That the Whigs were im- 
poſtors, and had always been OS in the pay of the court, 
2 


* * 7 . 
C IE OE Yr - 


D 


el 
+ 
7 
N 
7 


| * 
4 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY RETORTS. {| Commons, 


or in le:gue with democrats. 6. That a conſtitutional lawyer 
was either a knave or a fool. 7. That the verdict of a jury 
was not. a final decifion, and was entitled to little or no 
weight, 8. That the Lords and Commons might be lopped 
off without injury to the conſtitution, Theſe doctrines were 
elaborately argued through the whole of the pamphlet. 

Of the King it was aflerted, that“ he makes and executes 
the laws.” In the next page of the pamphlet it was faid, that 
accordingly the King can enact no Jaws without the advice 
and conlent, not only of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, 
who are in ſome fort counſellors of his own chifing, but 
alſo of the Commons in Parliament aflembled.” The Lords 
would, he believed, ſeel bur little obligation to the man who 
conſidered them merely as Counſellors of the King's own 
chuſing. 

'The author through ſeveral paſſages entered into a hiſtory 
of the reformation, and ſezmed to conſider it as the ſource of 
French principles; and aſſerted that the Preſbyterians, Qua- 
kers, &c. were the propagaters and promoters of theſe prin- 
ciples. 

* be author ſtated, that „ Preſbyterians, Independents, 
' Commonwealih's Men, Fifth Monarchy Men, Anabaptiſts, 
Quakers, and other 1ects and diviſions too irkſome to be 
named, all ct them, more or leſs, diſciples of the ſame ſchool, 
where the Sovereignty of the people, and the killing of Kings 
was firſt brought into ſyſtem and ſanctioned by the dictates 
of the goſpel.” Turough three whole pages he repreſented 
the Dillenters to be a race not fit to exiſt, and as worthy of 
being exterminated as the Charibs of St. Vincent's, and the 
Marcons of Jamaica, The authors of the Reformation were 
conſidered, by him, as Jacobins, and Major Cartwright was 
compared to Calvin and. Beza. 

Of the revolution, the author expreſſed himſelf in theſe 
words, The abdication of King James the ſecond, and the 
tranfactions that enſued upon the vacancy thereby made in 
rhe throne, compoſe a very important and curious paſſage in 
che hiſtory of our government and laws, It has been vulgarly 
called, The Revolution; upon what authority I know not 
it was not ſo named by Parliament, nor is it a term known 
to our laws. This term had certainly no better origin than 
the converſation and pamphlets of the time, where words are 
uſed, in a popular and hiſtorical ſenſe, without any regard or 
thought of technical propriety.” To controvert the aſſer- 
tion of ſo ignorant a man, would be to inſult the underſtand- 

: ing of the Houle, 
The 
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The pamphlet next proceeded to inveigh againſt the Whig 
Club for making the revolution, in the following terms, © a ſuh- 
ject for tavern meeting, for congratulation, and for frivolous 
feſtivity. To repeat nothing here of the folly in ſuch effer- 
veſcence of zeal, I wonder, conſidering the rank and ſtation 
of ſome of theſe perſons, that a ſenſe of good breeding and de- 
corum has never ſuggeſted to them that ſo much commemo- 
ration of that revolution, repeatedly urged out of all ſeaſon 
and meaſure, cannot ſound agreeably in the ears of the So- 
vercign.” Gentlemen would theretore obſerye, that the ears 
of the Sovereign were ſuppoſed to be offended at the mention 
of the revolution that ſeated his family of the throne, and * to 
him ſuch commemoration muſt convey fome infinuation of 
reproach.” | | 

o theſe men,” (viz. the Diſſenters and Whigs) “ and 
to this ſiniſter deſign, faid the Author, we are indebted for the 
jargon of which I have juſt complained. They invented the 
term revolution to blind and miſlead; and they have never ceaſed 
repeating it, that they might put the people in mind of makin 
another.“ But“ What diſapointment and diſcomfiture m 
it be to theſe idolizers of the conſtitution, ſuppoſed to be eſta- 
bliſhed at the revolution, to diſcover at length, that they have 
beſtowed their applauſe and affection upon the ſhreds and 
patches of old date; and that, if they had lived in thoſe wicked 
reigns of Charles II. and James II. they would have enjoyed 
in theory, though not in practice, (and theory of the two, is 
more conſidered by modern reformers) as goog a conſtitution 
as they have had ſiuce, with the ſingle exception of a Proteſtant 
King.” So that, according to this author's doctrine, the 
revolution had done nothing more for the people of this 
country than to ſeeure them a Proteſtant King. With re- 
ſpect to any conſtitution that had been eſtabliſhed by the re- 
volution, that was a thing utterly unknown. © The govern- 
ment we know, and the laws we know, but the conttitution:. 
we know not.“ 

Having concluded his diſſertation upon the Whigs, the 
author adverted to the perions that had been tried at the Old 
Bailey. The deligtis of theſe democrats have been fully ex- 
poſed to the public view, on the trials of ſome of them laſt 
year for high treaſon ; , they were then, indeed, acquitted by 
a jury, but they have ſince been found guilty by their 
country.“ | 

The pamphlet, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, contained a vaſt variety 
of other matter, equally offenive with the paſſages which he 
had quoted, * . 
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In the opening of his ſpeech, he had aſſerted, that he conſi- 
dered this as part of a ſyſtem of a ſet of men who, to ſcreen 
themſelves from puniſhment, clung to the throne, which they 
wiſhed to ſtrengthen by any and all means in their power. 
This aſſertion he ſhould proceed to prove. 

Another pamphlet had been publiſhed anterior to the preſent; 
its title was, The Example of France a warning to Great 
Britain. Its author was Arthur Young, Eſq. Io prove the 
connection between pamphlets of this deſcription, and the per- 
ſons in pay 2 he ſhould only read the firſt teſti» 
mony of approbation annexed to Mr. Young's work. The 
teſtimony came from Mr. Reeves, as chairman of the Crown 
and Anchor Aſſociation. It was wonderful to obſerve and 
trace the conformity of ſentiment between this work of Mr, 
Young and the pamphlet imputed to Mr, Reeves. The 
ſame arguments were urged and elaborated through both. The 
firſt attempted to prove the Commons to be corrupt, and that 
fuch a ſyſtem of corruption was neceſſary. The ſecond talked 
of lopping off the Commons. Certainly, if the allegation of 
corruption could be proved, there would be few who would ſay, 
that the lopping them 6ff ought not to be tried. | 

Mr. Sheridan read the offenſive paſſage that was complain- 
ed of in the Houſe before, viz. * The government of Eng- 
land is a monarchy: the monarch is the ancient ſtock from 
which have ſprung, thoſe goodly branches of the legiſlature, the 
lords and commons, that at the ſame time give ornament ro the 
tree, and afford ſhelter to thoſe who ſeek protection under it. 
But theſe are ſtill only branches, and derive their origin and 
their nutriment from their common parent; they-may he lopped 
#7, and the tree is a tree ſtill ; ſhorn indeed of its honours, but 
not, like them, caſt into the fire. The kingly government may 
go on in all its ſunctiont withut lords or commons.” How was 
this to be underitood ? If the king made all the peers, and the 
miniſter penſioned all the commons, then indeed the king 
would be the common nutriment of both. Mr. Young, who is 
ſo partial to the crown, does not neglect alſo to give a boon to 
another branch of the legiſlature, He exempts the members of 
the Houſe of Commons from all reſponſibility with reſpect to 
the people, and thus frees their ſhoulders from a moſt uneaſy 
burden. Other paſſages in Mr, Young's book were however 
{till more curious, and {till greater libels on the Britiſh conſti- 
tution. He fays, to call the Houſe of Commons the repre» 
ſentatives of the people is a very inaccurate mode of expreſſion ; 
they ought never to be called by any other name than the 
Houſe of Commons, to diſtinguiſh them from the _ 
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Lords. If they were really the repreſentatives of the people, 
they might in theory be good, or better; but they would be 
ſomething elſe than what they are. But reformers ſzy, they 
are corrupted and bribed. If they are bribed in order to act 
wiſely, it is an argument againſt you. If the nature of ſuch an 
aſſembly demands to be corrupted, in order to pu public 

ood, who but a viſionary can wiſh to remove corruption? 
8 certainly would have been carried on cheaper, if 
honeſty alone had prompted the Houſe of Commons to act as 
corruption has induced them.” An unequal repreſentation, 
rotten boroughs, long parliaments, extravagant courts, ſelfiſh 
miniſters, and corrupt majorities, are ſo intimately interwoven 


with our practical freedom, that it wouli require better politi- 


cal anatomiſts than our modern reformers, to ſhew, in fact, 
that we did not owe our liberty to the identica! evils which 
they want to expunge.” What a ſhocking recital, ſaid Mr. 


Sheridan, and how abominable the conclution he has drawn. 


If ſuch, indeed, be a juſt account of the ſtate of things, I would 
rather agree with Mr. Reeves, that the corrupt branches 
ought to be lopt off, than ſubſcribe to that infamous propoſi- 
tion, that to this very ſource of corruption we are to trace all 
our bleiſings. Speaking of a parliamentary reform, he ſays, 
© | know well the reſult ; corruption would be baniſhed from 


the conſtitution.” © In — the conſtitution to a ma- 


chine that has gone well for an hundred years, perhaps, it is in- 
different whether influence (which theſe reformers call corrupe 
tion) be termed the duſt or the oi of the machine; if it has 
gone well for a century, and ſeems, while certain wheels are 
half covered with duſt, to go better than formerly, I would no 
more alluw the duſt to be bruſhed away, than I would allow 
the oil to be removed. Influence, however, is not the duſt, 


but the d of the machine; the conſtitution never went for a 


moment without influence,” (clearly meaning, ſaid Mr. Sheri- 
dan, corruption ;) * and to remove it would be taking away 
the oil which has given a century of ſmoothneſs.” Mr. 
Young, who a few years ago was a violent reformer, and even 
an advocate for what is called French principles, Gentlemen 
ſhould underſtand had obtained a ſalary, or penſion of 400l. 


per annum under government, and having greaſed his pen with 


the oil of corruption, which he calls influence, he has diſcover- 


ed that it is eſſentially neceſſary to the welfare of the conftitu- 


tion. | 

Doctrines ſuch as theſe, Mr. Sheridan faid, abſurd and deteſ- 
table as they were would have merited little attention from that 
Houſe, if it could not be proved that the authors were in the 


pay 
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of government, and that the doctrines had been recom- 
mended by the aſſociations formed under the auſpices of go- 
vernment; and this could be proved. It could be proved, 
and he would undertake to do it at the bar of the Houſe, that 
pamphlets containing ſuch principles had been printed at the 
king's preſs, and circulated through the kingdom by ſocieties 
patronized by government. The fact was, endeavours were 
made to eſtabliſh corruption as a principle; that, to ule the 
words of Mr. Young, * there was nothing reprehenſible in 
corrupt majorities, ſelfiſh miniſters, or extravagant courts, and 
that the people ought to conſider them as ſacred things.“ Ca- 
lamitous, indeed, was the effect that had been produced by 
ſuch doctrines ; public ſpirit and public principle were annihi- 
lated, and Great Britain preſented the ſtrange ſight of a nation 
full of private worth, and yet totally deſtitute -of any public 
principle or ſpirit, This effect was wholly attributed to that 
execrable principle of corruption upon which the government 
was carried on, aud which would at laſt involve it in deſtrue- 
tion. The decay would be rapid ; but the fall would have 
no reſemblance to the fall of any other nation. The poiſon 
would have penetrated to the vitals, would have cankered and 


corroded the heart; and the body would fall, internally cor- 


rupted and deftroyed though the maſk and trunk was, in its 


- outward appearance, ſtill vigorous and blooming. 


With regard to his motion it might be a doubt how far the 


- queſtion might be conſidered as a queſtion of privilege; it was 


nevertheleſs his intention, in imitation of the mode that had 
been adopted in the caſe of Dr. Sacheverel, to move an amend- 
ment to the motion which he had made on a former day. 
That motion had conlifted of the following words, 


That the faid pamphlet is a malicious, ſcandalous, and ſeditious libel, 
containing matters tending to ereate jealouſies and diviſions among his majeſty's 
ſub jects, to alineate their affections from our preſent happy form of govern- 
ment, as eftabliſned in King, Lords, and Commons and to ſubvert the true 
principles of our free conſtitution, and that the ſaid pamphlet is a high breach 
of the privileges of this Houſe,” 


He moved the inſertion, after the word libel, of the follow- 
ing words, and highly reflecting on the glorious revolution.“ 

The Solicitar General ſaid, he did not mean to oppoſe any 
thing ſaid by the honourable gentleman. He ſhould riſk no 
opinion on the caſe before him, becauſe he felt motives of deli- 
cacy which reſtrained him. If any reſolution was entered into 
reſpecting it in that Houſe, the conſequence would be a proſe- 
cution: therefore geitlemen would fee that it would be embar- 
railing 
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raſſing and difficult for his learned friend (the Attorney Ge- 
neral) or himſelf to declare any ſentiments on the ſuljet. He 
could not, however, abſtain from making one obſervation, 
The honourable gentleman had faid, that at no period was pri- 
vate wortl-more prevalent in the ſever-l clafſes of the commus 
nity. In this he was happy moſt fincerely to concur; at the 
fame time he wou!d take the liberty of dra wing ſrom it a very 
different inference from the concluſion of the Hon. Gentlemen. 
Bad gover ments, in his opinion, were never ſuited to the 
character of virtuous men; and where virtuous men were 
found, it aFdrded no indifferent proof of a virtuous government. 
If, however, he imputation was ſuch as ſtated by the honoura- 
ble gentleman, he hoped there would be only one voice about it 
in the country; and that a jury would find a verdict confor- 
mably to the caſe. Should the Houſ: come to any reſolution 
on it, it would be impoſſible for him or his learned friend to 
oppoſe their diſcretion to the wiſlom of the Houſe. Gentle. 
men would ſee that their coming to a reſolution on it would be 
equivalent to the conſiderations of the Attorney General in his 
cloſe:. It was obviouſly his duty and that of his learned friend 
to be obliged to examine many pamphlets, and a more un- 
pleaſant taſk could not fall upon perſons in his ſituation, It 
always ſtruck his mind, that it would be improper for the At- 
torney General to addreſs the jury in the way of giving them 
any direct inſtructions. If then the Houſe would conſider the 
caſe as a jury, it might be more injury than ſervice to the proſe- 
cution. It was his rule to conſider ſuch perſons as under his 
protection; and more immediately fo, becauſe the general 
voice was uſually againſt them. With this impreſſion on his 
mind, and, at the ſame time, conſidering that gentlemen might 
not be aware of the delicate ſituation of his learned friend, ge 
thought it his duty to aſk the Houſe, whether or not, in their 
wiſlom, it would be proper to come to any direct reſolution on 
the ſubject? His learned friend could not well ſpeak his mind 
in that Houſe upon it. If he ſpoke againſt it, it would be anti- 
cipating his judicial proceedihgs; and if he.ſpoke againſt the 
Houſe coming to a reſolution, it might not be proper. On all 
hands, therefore, it was right for him to withhold tis opinian, 
_— this general opinion, that the pamphlet deſerved repro- 
tion. 5 
The Attorney General faid, he laboured under a ſevere in- 
diſpoſition, but would nevertheleſs trouble the Houſe for a fer 
minutes. In what he had to ſay, he ſhould conſider himſelf 
ſolely in the capacity of a member of pprliament, without any 
conſideration of his ſituation as Attorney General. He did 
Vor. II. 3795. & not 
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not wiſh to advance any opinion upon the book, or the partiy 
cular paſſage in queſtion, but merely to ſubmit a few general 
obſervations upon the ſubject, In every caſe in which he had 
been called upon to proſecute perſons for libels, he had invari- 
ably adopted the conduct which had been ſtated by his learned 
friend, (the Solicitor General ;) he had always done that 
which he ſhould do in this caſe, if it was ſent for trial; he 


| ſhould requeſt the jury to take the whole of the work under 


their conſideration, in order to fee if they could, from the whole, 
impute that intention to the author which would be charged in 
the indictment, becauſe it was not the thing itſelf, or the effect 
produced by it, but the mind of the party which conſtituted 


the crime. If the jury ſhould be of that opinion, he ſhould 


think him a proper object of puniſhment. Indeed, no man 
could doubt, that if the conſtruction which gentlemen on the 
other ſide had put upon this paflage, was that which the 
author meant to convey, then molt unqueſtionably it was a 
groſs libel; but upon that point he would not then give his 
opinion. = | 

He wiſhed at the ſame time to call the attention of tha 
Houſe to one point, which was, that he always conceived it an 
unfortunate circumſtance, when a jury feit themſelves obliged 
to pronounce a different opinion from that of the Houſe of 
Commons. However, they were to decide upon the queſtion ; 
and if he was ordered to proſecute, he would diſcharge his duty 
faithfully, 

Mr. Erſkine ſaid, that if the writer had expreſſed himſelf 
with the ſame obſcurity that the Solicitor General had ſpoken, 
there would no longer exiſt a neceſſity for proſeeuting any pam- 
phlet whatever. He agreed in opinion with the Attorney 
Genera!, that the Houſe ought to be well convinced of the 
criminality of the libel before they directed a proſecution ; nor 
ſhould proſecutions by order of the Houſe ever be taken up, 
except upon important occaſions, as the authority of the Com- 


mons of Great Britain might form too great a weight to be 


eaſily reſiſted by an individual. For the ſame reaſon, and to 
preſerve. that importance and weight in the eye of the world, 
and eſtimation of the country, they ought to be extremely cau- 
tious how they inſtituted a proſecution, without the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurance that it would prove ſucceſsful, Neither ſhould they 
come to a vote of that nature, without being fully convinced, 


that they were really proſecuting the perſon guilty of the libel, 


For many years there had not been a proſecution for a libel, 
in which he had not been employed as counſel for the defen- 
dant, he was therefore able to confirm the aſſertion of the At- 

|  korney 


Wi. 26.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. fi | 
torney General reſpecting the perfect fairneſs of his proceed- a 
ings. There had not occurred a ſingle inſtance in which, in | 
laying down the law to the jury, his learned friend did not | 
truly and honourably ſtate wherein it favoured the accuſed, as 
well as the cauſe of the proſecution ; and in bearing this teſti- 
mony, he wiſhed to be underſtood, that he meant to include the 
conduct of the Solicitor General. He conſidered it however 
as little material to the preſent queſtion, whether the Attorney 
General proceeded by information, or by preferring a Bill to 4 
grand jury; ſince the late alteration which took place in the 
law of libels, the jury was allowed ſuch a latitude of diſcretion, 
that they would — be decided by the evidence which was 
before them indirectly, in the ſentence eithet of innocence or 
uilt, 
a From the tenor of the motion before the Houſe non conſtat, 
that they ſhould proceed by ordering the Attorney General to 
proſecute, they might order the book to be burnt z they might 
aſs a vote of cenſure on the libeller ; or they might order him 
into the cuſtody of their ſerjeant. It ſhould, however, be re- 
membered, that the Houſe was not fitting, nor could it intend 
to ſit, on the trial of the perſon who was the author of this 
libel. He had no heſitation in anticipating what the verdict 
of a jury would be upon this caſe when before them; but, after 
all, that verdi& muſt depend on the evidence produced on the 
trial. Were he not fully convinced of the criminality of that 
libel, he would not at any time, and particularly in the midſt 
of term, be attending in his place, to recommend a proſecution 
for a libellous publication : to Mr. Reeves perſonally he had / 
no enmity whatever. It wouid not become him to do fo in 
his capacity of a member of parliament ; and in his Piotr! 
character it would become him {till leſs; on the preſent occa- 
ſion he ated ſolely from the impulſe of his duty. The Houſe 
could not but ſee the attack that was made upon its authority; 
they did not however yet know what defence the accuſed might 
ſet up; what plea of ignorance, what proof of miſtake, and to 
uſe a profeſſional phraſe, he might be acquitted upon exculpa- 
tory evidence dehors of the law. The preſent motion did not 
comprehend the whole of the pamphlet; it embraced only 4 
ſingle paſſage of it, in which it was aflerted that The kingly 
government may go on, in all its functions, without lords or 
commons: That a kingly government might go on in this 
2 was true, but it was not the monarchy of Great Bri- 
tain which could ſo go on; and were he the advocate for the 
defendant, that was not the ground which he ſhould take in his 
| a = defence 


— 
2 — — 
— — — 
— — ——— 
— R * = 


: 
1073 
| \ 
1 

ll 

ied 

ul 
W129 
mY 
Th 
1 
1 

1 

1 


H 4 


12. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {Count 


defence, as that alſo implied the total deſtruction of our con- 


ſtitution. 

t would be a better defence to alledge, that the paſſage was 
written on a ſuppoſition that the authority of the monarch 
might be exerciſed in regard to all the laws that had previouſly 
been enacted during the diſſolution, or during the 3 
of the ſittings of the other branches of the legiſlature. Would 
any man, however, who meant to convey this ſentiment, have 
uſed the term * Jopped off,” which could not on any con- 
ſtruction be conſidered as a ſuppoſition ? As well might it be 
ſuppoſed, that, after two ** branches were lopped off from 
a tree, and thrown into the fire, they ſhould again ariſe, and 
unite themſelves to the parent ſtock, | 

If this had been a caſe ſimilar to» that of the King verſus 
Stockdale, he confeſſed, he would have been more ſcrupu- 
lous in giving his conſent that the Houſe ſhould award a pro- 
ſecution. If a libel] was written, not againſt the Houſe as a 
part of the conſtitution, but as compoſed of individual mem- 
bers, the Houſe would ſtand in a delicate ſituation, Smarting 
under the laſh of calumny, and feeling with acuteneſs, the 
perſonal indignity offered to their character, he was afraid, 
that they might point their vengeance with too much heat, 
and that ſuch a maſs of influence might overpower a ſolitary 
individual. In the preſent inſtance, the attack was made, not 
upon the Houſe as individually compoſed, but upon the Houſe 
collectively, as a branch of the legiſlature. In that view of 
the ſubject, every petty jury in the kingdom had an equal 
intereſt in vindicating that inſtitution by which they hold their 
right to freedom with any member of the Houſe of Commons. 

heſe conſiderations had induced him to travel through one of 
the moſt dull, deſpicable, and miſerable performances that ever 
he had been doomed to read. Excluſive of the paragraphs 
that had been read by his Honourable Friend, it ſaid, that the 
Whigs have been uniforr1y in a conſpiracy to introduce Re- 
publicaniſm. If he cord have believed it bona fide to be 
nothing more than a ſet of ſpeculative opinions, he never 
would have regarded it with any other feeling than that of 
contempt; but, the object of the writer too clearly was to 
calumniate the Revolution of 1688, and to decry and degrade 
thoſe glorious privileges which our anceſtors obtained, as the 
hard-carned. fruits of many a lengthened ſtruggle. He had no 
heſitation, for his own part, however, in calling it a foul and 
ſcandalous libel, and in his opinion were the Houſe to deciine 
ordering a proſecution, they would be equally wanting in their 
duty to themſelves and to their conſtituents. And even ſup- 


poſing 
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poling the author to be acquitted, the acquittal would not at 
all reflect diſcredit upon the Houſe, as they were unacquainted 
with the modes of defence which the party proſecuted might 
adopt. When a Jury was impannelled to try this. caſe, and 
ſaw the attack upon the conſtitution ſtated in the indictment, 
they muſt, he was convinced, feel themſelves involved as par- 
ties in the libel as well as the Houſe of Commons, which or- 
dered the proſecution. For theſe reaſons, he ſhould concur in 
the vote tor a proſecution. 

The Solicitor General ſaid, he did not mean to ſay one word 
on the propriety or impropriety of adopting the reſolution 
before the Houſe. He did not wiſh to throw any obſtacle in 
the way of Gentlemen to prevent their agreeing to it; but 
ſhould it be thought fit to proſecute the author, he and his 
learned Friend would exert themſelves to carry the determi» 
nation of the Houſe into effeQ. 

The Secretary at Mar ſaid, he had learnt from experience, 
that when he roſe to deliver his opinion in that Houſe, it was 
necetiary to do it with caution and circumſpection. He had 
generally endeavoured to do ſo, and when the queſtion at 
preſent] before the Houſe was firſt introduced, he thought 
he had done ſo; but though he had given the moſt ex- 
plicit explanation of his meaning, he nevertheleſs ſaw a 
diſpoſition, even that night, ia Gentlemen, to paſs over that 
explanation, and to revive what his words on that occaſion 
would not bear, either in logical or grammatical conſtruction. 
There ſeemed to be a fort of vitality in miſrepreſentation, that 
nothing could deftroy, when he conceived that it was extinct, 
it roſe again into lie, like the expreſſion of the acquitted 
felons: in the debate of the night before, an Honourable 
Friend of his had done juſtice to the ſentiment he had deli- 
vered upon a paſſage of the Pamphlet in queſtion, yet, to ſhew 
the ſtrong abſurdity of their remarks upon it, Gentlemen had 
perſiſted in their own interpretation, as if no ſuch explanation 
had been made, 

He begged leave to ſay, that he never would be deterred 
from delivering his opinion, upon whatever ſubject, by ſuch 
mode of conduct, although he might endeavour to bar the 
conſequences of miſrepreſentations as well as he could ; yet he 
would endeavour, in what he ſhould ſay further upon the fub- 
ject, to make it impoſſible for him to be miſunderſtood, with - 
out a complete and barefaced ſacrifice of truth and juſtice. 
Since he firſt gave his ſentiments upon it, he ſaid he had deli- 
berated a good deal to find, whether, from alteration in his 
Judgment, from his owa reflections, or the arguments of 


othcrs 


— 


16 WOODFALLU'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Conor 


others, he could diſcover cauſe to alter his ſentiments ; but deli- 
beration had only confirmed what he then advanced, upon the 
firſt impreſſion of the caſe, And he had little more to add to 
what he had then ſaid, but that he was confirmed in the con- 
ſident perſuaſion of its innocence, rather than a diſtinct appro- 
bation of the dotrine laid down in the paſlage of the Pamphlet 
which had been quoted. The paſſage did not, in his opinion, 
contain the doctrine aſcribed to it by gentlemen on the other 
fide. And he muſt take the liberty to make a few obſerva- 
tions upon the doctrine of libels in general. One of the con- 
ſiderations was, firit, Was the allegation falſe? Second, ad- 
mitting it to be ſo, Did the author think it at the time he aſ- 
ſerted it? Gentlemen ſhould conſider alſo, that this was not 
an opinion delivered upon a common and. ſettled ſubject, but 
one confeſſedly of great obſcurity, reſpecting which, various 
and contrary opinions were held, not by ignorant and unin- 
formed men, but by perſong of acknowledged judgment in 
law and politicks. | 
There was nothing in his opinion, ſimply conſidered, that could 
juſtify this extravagance of cenſure, otherwiſe than as it was 
connected with ſome practical confequence. Subjects of the 
nature of that quoted, were uſually conſidered as proper to 
be left to the ſpeculation of the learned and curious; and no 
gentleman need be told, that, in ſubjects relative to conſtitu- 
tional hittory, and the theories of government, the difficulty 
was to find any ſource of agreement. It was no eaſy matter 
to find two men of Jearning and ſenſe, who would agree 
upon the ſame definition of the conftitution of this country. It 
was well known that many people differed from Mr. Hume, 
and that Mr. Hume and Mrs. Macaulay differed from each 
other; yet it never was in contemplation to proſecute either of 
them for their different definitions. | 
Suppoling that writers opinions on ſuch ſubjects were at- 
tended with practical bad confequences, yet the author might 
not ſee thoſe reſults himfelf ; and the gentlemen on the other 
ſide had taught him to enquire whether they were publiſhed 
mala fide. He did not depend upon this reſtriction : they 
might conſider it, however, as doctrine which he might have 
occaſion to reſort to. It was unneceſſary to go at length into 
the diſcuſhon; to all candid minds, the fair interpretation of 
the paſſage, he thought, exempted it from the implication 
charged upon the intention of the writer. Indeed, it could 
only be fo aſcribed by the moſt miſerable of all quibbles; a 
quibble upon ſuljects refined in themſelves, and claiming for 
that reaſon à larger latitude of interpretation than was afforded 
by a foolifh fort of nicety, the eſlence of poverty or __ 
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and calculated for other objects. When they came to a 
matter ſo difficult as the conſtitution of England in the ab- 
ſtract, a conſtitution of a great country of amazing elatticity, 
and conſequent modification under different emergencies, what 
was it but the highelt abſurdity and folly, to treat ſuch a ſpe- 
calation like a cauſe in a criminal court, conducted by an at- 
torney, with the aid of a ſpecial pleader and his witneſſes? 

Points of law, the Secretary at War faid, demanded one 
mode of conſideration, points of ſcience another. It was one 
thing to explain mathematics, another to develope political 
truth. In all writings on government, the evil tendency, 
either near or remote, ſhould be attended to. In the theories 
and hiſtory of government, a variety of opinions would pre- 
vail, as they had at all times allo. To trace the origin 
of government, like every other hiſtorical - reſearch, would 
admit of à variety of opinions. Antiquaries and hiſto- 
rians confeſſed the difficulties of tracing ſubjects of that 
nature to their fountain head, With regard to thoſe theoriſts 
who had employed their pens on the ſubjects of government, 
they had moſt of them adopted different modes of attaining 
the moſt perfect knowledge of the beſt ſyſtems, 

In the examination of a work, ſuch as he then alluded to, 
a neceſſary queſtion was, what was the general idea reſulting 
from the whole? Admitting one paſſage to be exceptionable, 
the next enquiry ought to be, what other paſlages ought to be 
conſidered inia different way? Then they ſhould proceed to 
examine the peculiar object of the ſelected paſſage, and to ſee 
whether it were a lapſe in the author from the general fpirit of 
his work, or what latent motive was likely to have induced 
him to compoſe it. Unleſs ſuch a liberal inveſtigation of fact 
were adopted, no man could be expected to treat a ſubject of 
ſuch difficulty as the nice and careful analyſis of the Britiſh 
conſtitution with fairneſs. To the reading of ſuch works an 
enlarged mind ſhould be applied, and it ſhould be examined 
with ſomething of the ſpitit with which it was written. Pre- 
miſing this, he would read again the paſſage, and ailign the 
reaſons which induced him to aſſert that, it contained nothing 
not included and juſtified by the known and recognized laws 
of the land; and that alſo according to the conſtruction put 
upon them by the ſoundeſt lawyers and the moſt correct 
writers. He would therefore examine it part by part, and 
conſider the dependence of each upon the other, and the con- 
current effect of all; like ſome nice machine, (a watch, for 
inſtance,) from which, it was evident, that if any part ſhould 
be taken, the functions of the whole muſt be neceſſarily — 

| perfec 
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rfect. Yet that piece of mechaniſm, or any other, was \ 
aſſuredly not more delicate nor more complicate than the con- 
ſtitution of this country. : 
' He faid, he had heard a variety of contradictory ideas from 
gentlemen on the other fide the ouſe ; when they had taken 
time, and given then:felves the trouble to ſettle them, he 
1 ſhould be glad to know how they could be brought to agree - 
io with each other. He had mentioned, as a point of fact, that 
4 the King certainly had exiſted independently of the Lords 
and Commons. He was told that the fact was not ſo: he 
ſhould be glad to receive hiſtorical proof of that aſſertion. 
Gentlemen had aſked whether the revolution in 1688 made 
4 no difference in the ſyſtem of the monarchy ? His anſwer was, 
4 none at all. It was falſe to aſſert, that the King ſince that 
1 era reigned more by the choice of his ſubjects than he had 
| done before it: and the writer, who ſhould broach opinions 
'$ fo extravagant and miſchievous, was a much fitter object of 
1 the notice of the Houſe, and, in his mind, more worthy of 
_ 8 than the author of the pamphlet then under con- 
ration. N 
After having, with ſuch a laxity of deciſion, reprobated the 
i principle of the book, Gentlemen next applied to the ſcru- 
q tiny of metaphor; a curious ſubject, and more worthy a court 
| of criticiſm, than a legiflative aſſembly: he muſt further ob- 
ſerve, that there was a ſlight miſtake in the examination of 
it this metaphor, becauſe when the branches were cut off, it was 
1 not juſt to term thoſe the ſame that ſprung from the ſame part 
of the trunk; they were other, and different, and the con- 
founding them in the manner he had remarked, betrayed a 
deficiency of knowledge of natural philoſophy. .. ö 
He read the paſſage fo often quoted, and deſired to know 
whether, except the King and thoſe appointed by him, there 
was any thing but theſe adjuncts, which were ſub/itary and 
occaſional ? D he believed, could not object to the 
term ſubſidiary; and as to that of occaſional, the receſs of 
parliament proved it at once, and ſhewed undeniably that the 
executive government could go on in tull vigour, without the 
branches alluded to in the metaphor. * There was nothing, 
therefore, in the propoſition that was not true and legal. The 
author next maintained, that * the King's power was ſub- 
antive :”* what objection could that excite, as it was a pro- 
-minent and admired principle of the conſtitution, © 
Thoſe two adjuncts of parliament and juries, ſaid the writer, 
are ſubſidiary and occaſional : but the King's power is a ſub- 
ſtantive one, always viſible and active. By his officers, and 
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in his name, every thing is tranſaded, that relates to the 
peace of the realm, and the protection of the ſubject. The 
ſubject feels this, and acknowledges with thankfulneſs a ſuper- 
intending ſovereignty, which alone is congenial with the ſen- 
timents and temper of Engliſhmen. In fine, the government 
of England is a menarchy. | 

Would any Gentleman ſay that affertion was a fallacy ? 
He was aware there were perſons who ſet up doctrines that 
the King was no part of the conſtitution; The contrary, 
however, was ſo unalterably true, that, although the mo- 
narchy might remain in vigour and activity without the other 
branches, the branches could not remain a ſingle minute with- 
out the ſovereign. Although the co-ordinate parts were ſin- 
cerely reverenced by Engliſhmen, monarchy was nevertheleſs 
the firſt in their thoughts; becauſe monarchy was permanent; 
while the others were variable, © 
bus far then they had advanced into the ſubject without 
much diſpute: they next came to the figure and metaphor. 
« 'The monarch is the ancient ſtock from which have ſprung 
thoſe goodly branches of the legiſlature, the Lords and Com- 
mons: But theſe are ſtill only branches, and derive their ori- 
gin and nutriment from their common parent; they wy be 
lopped off, and the tree is a tree till; ſhorn indeed of its 
honours, but not lite them caft into the fire.” With this laſt 
extraordinary expreſſion he ſhould have little trouble; it was 
evidently calculated for thoſe to whom the book was addreſſed, 
and would be readily underſtood. He would immediately, 
therefore, proceed to the only part which gave the lighteſt 
colour to the charge brought againſt the pamphlet. The 
kingly government may go on in all its functions without 
Lords or Commons; it has hitherto done fo for years to- 
gether; and in our times it does fo every receſs of parliament : 
but without the King, is parliament is no more. The 
King, therefore elone it is, who neceſſarily ſubſiſts, without 
change or diminution; and from him alone we unceaſingly 
derive the protection of law and government. | 

He would firſt ſet himſelf right on the charge of quibble, 
He certainly had not ſpoken of monarchy in the abſtract, when 
he defended it on a former night; he meant the kingly go- 
vernment in England. To contider the text in the firſt part, it 
was ambiguous, and in the ſecond it was incorrect. Firſt, the 
ambiguous. The author might mean by the monarchy the whole 
conſtitution of the government. The kingly government, 
without Lords or Commons, undoubtedly might ſubſiſt; but 
when hefaid iz all its fun#tioms, unqueſtionably the exprefiion 
Vol. II. 1795. D was 
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was inaccurate ; that it would be ſo in the opinion of the au- 


thor himſelf, was evident in the pamphlet two pages PEG 
page 11, where he expreſsly ſtates, that © the king can enact 
no laws without the advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, who are in ſome fort counſellors of his owa 
chuſing, but alſo of the commons in parliament aſſembled,” 
Therefore it was not ſtrictly true, philoſophically E 
that it might ſubſiſt in all its functions, as laws cannot be enact- 
ed without the other branches ſubſiſting with the ſovereign; it 
is no leſs an abſurdity than to talk of a man's ſeeing ho had loſt 
his eyes. But in all the other functions, except thoſe of the 


legiſlature and thoſe of juries, it unqueſtionably is true that the 


Ca 


monarchy may go on without them, | 

He next referred to the alluſion to Charles the Iſt. to ſhew 
the truth of the aſſertion, and ſtill more obvioully again to the 
receſſes. * But without the king His parliament is no more,“ 
Is not this true, and ſufficient ground to write the above upon 
conſtitutional principles? So thorougly convinced was he of 
the innocent intentions of the author, that he would as ſoon put 
his hand in the fire, as ſay he adopted the conſtructions of the 
other ſide of the Houſe; he ſhould violate the conviction of his 
own mind. And he begged the Houſe ts reflect, that it was 
not ſufficient to ſend this matter to a jury, becauſe gentlemen 
thought the charge probable: it was unfitting, and diſgraceful 
to the Houſe, to fend it to a jury, if their deciſion was, in the 
leaſt likely to be againſt them. They ſent their charge ge- 
nerally, though their judgment ſtood hypothetically. | 

From the!e conſiderations, the Secretary at War ſaid, he 
carneſtly deprecated the referring ſuch a queſtion to their 
judgment; and ſhould give his vote againſt the reſolution 
moved by the honourable gentleman, (Mr. Sheridan.) 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that whatever differ- 
ence of opinion there might exiſt between his right honourable 
friend and himſelf, reſpecting the ſubjects contained in the pam- 
palet, it was matter of the greatelt tatisfaRion to conſider that 
no one could poſhbly imagine his hon, friend more inclined to 
one branch of the conſtitution than any other. The ſole ob- 
ject, therefore, for him to conſider, was, what was the true 
conſtruction of the paſſages in queſtion, And he ſhould pre- 
miſe, that if they conſidered the nature of the Britiſh govern- 
ment, it was, that, their derived their honour, their happineſs, 
and the ſecurity of ptyperty and principle, from the three 
branches which conſtituted the mixed and limited monarchy 
ef this country; each of which was equally eſſential, and 
without which either would be obviouſly leſſened of its virtue 

; and 
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and authority, How far this pamphlet did upon the face of it 
bear this impreſſion, or how far, by fair and liberal con{trae- 
tion, it could be ſaid, upon examination, to convey this idea, 
it was for the wiſdom of the Houſe to determine. 

In the interval between the firſt readlng and the preſent diſ- 
cuſſion, he had reflected upon its contents; and, from _— 
conſideration he had been able to give the ſubject, he confeſl- 
ed he was induced to draw a concluſion directly different from 
that of his right honourable friend. He would firſt remark. 
that he diſagreed entirely from him in the rule of conſtruction, 
that he had laid down; namelv, that it was not ſufficient 
ground for them to ſend any libellous matter to a Jurys if any 
other conſtruction than one could be put upon it. He denied 
the admiſſion of any ſuch reſtraint upon the condu ꝗ of parlia- 
ment. They would undoubtedly be free, upon their general 
ſenſe of the paſſage, to ſtate the matter as in their opinion of- 
tenlive-and therefore proper for proſecution ; and the jury 
would then exerciſe their judgment agreeably to the principle 
and the practice of the law of England: they were to deter- 
mine only what conſtruction the paſſage warranted, Still lets 
could he agree with his right honourable friend, when he faid 
that it ſhould -be ſeen whether there were any contradictory 
doctrines in the work to qualify and reſtrict the offenſive para- 
graph. It muſt be judged of in its ſole, as well, as in its col- 
lateral ſenfe ; an author of ſeditious or libelous matter ought to 
had no refuge or defence in his own inconſiſtency, 

Havipg read over the words of the pamphlet, the Chancel- 
lor of theExhequer ſaid, he was ready to admit, with bis right 
honourable friend, that there were contradictory paſſages in it; 
they by no means however in his opinion went the length of 
ſhewing, by fair inſerence, that the paſſage alluded to did not 
canvey the meaning attributed to it. TI key might, indeed, 
afford a ground of argument to a cqunſel employed in his de- 
fence; but, in the impartial -conlideration which that Houſe 
ſhould give them, they would appear only as inconſiſtencies, 
which might, perhaps, create ſome confuſion, but by no means 
tended to qualify the aſſertions complained of. What was it 
that the author of this hook co tended for, and what was the 
defence ſet up for him? Was it to be maintained that, ac- 
cording to the conſtitution of this country, the king could go 
on and exerciſe the functions of governinent without patlia- 
ment? He would not ſtop to enquire what a king might do, 
it both Houſes of Parliament were lopped off; but he would 
not helitate to ſay, that he could not be a conſtitutional king; 
and that, from the moment the two Houl:s of Parliament 
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ceaſed to be integral parts of the conſtitution, that moment the 
conſtitution would ceaſe to exiſt, If the King did continue 
to govern, it muſt be by a power totally new to the conſtitu- 
tion; as much ſo as if it were contended that a Houſe of 
Commons alone could exerciſe the functions of all the 
branches of the conſtitution, and yet that conſtitution re- 
main entire. 2 3 | 2 

In conſidering the original government of England, whe- 
ther monarchy did firſt ſubiſt, was a queſtion undoubtedly 
involved in conſiderable difficulty. He was very far, however, 
from acquieſcing in the opinion, which had been ſtyled an 
hiſtorical fact, that the monarchy of England had never ex- 
iſted without being tempered in ſome proportion or other by 
the checks and the participation in the government of the 
other orders. Undoubtedly the conſtitution of our Saxon 
anceſtors had ſuffered interruption from the violence of the 
Norman conqueſt, and the feudal innovations, which were 
its conſequences, and became engrafted on its ancient cuſ- 
toms ; but, in his mind, from the collective reſult of all bis 
reſearches into the ſubject, the root of the popular branches 
lay much deeper than the parliamentary repre/entation. ; 
His right honourable friend had compared the author to a 
man taking away part of a machine, in order to ſee the effect 
of the remainder of the works. With a machine, ſuch an 
experiment might be curious; but when a man (et about to 
enquire what part of a mixed government might be taken 
away, the enquiry at beſt would, in his cpinion, be uſeleſs ; 
if, by ſhewing that one part might be taken away without 
injury to the others, it had a tendency to recommend a 
practical experiment, then indeed it would ceaſe to be merely 
uſeleſs, and would begin to be criminal. YA Eo rp 
. To point out one branch of the conſtitution as leſs impor- 
tant than the others, was without all doubt criminal; yet that 
was the very thing which the author of the pamphlet had done 
in ſpeaking of the two houſes of parliament. The reaſoning 
in the book did not merely go to ſay, that if, in conſequence 
of a foreign invaſion, a peſtilence, or auy other extraordinary 
event, the parliament was prevented from fitting, that then in 


that interim the King might exerciſe the functions of govern- 


ment; ſuch reaſoning as that would be true; but the author 
ſpoke not of a temporary interruption to the functions of pars 
lament, but of its being lopped off” totally. | h 
In ſaying that the King could go on alone, whether the 
author meant that the King ſhould poſſeſs the legiſlative power 
or not, he eonceived him to be equally wrong. If the King 
os 2 e * 
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was ſuppoſed to have the power of making laws, then a total 
ſubverſion and deſtruction of the conſtitution muſt be pre- 
ſumed, If it was ſuppoſed that the King had not the legifla- 
tive power, in that caſe the poſition was equally wrong and 
abſurd; becauſe a reviſion of the conduct of the executive 
government formed a part of the expreſs duty and beſt privi- 
— of parliament; and it was abſurd to talk of the King ha- 
ing the /a/e government yeſted in him, and yet not poſſeſs the 
wer of making laws. 
Upon theſe grounds he muſt declare, that he thought the 
conſtruction which his right honourable friend had put upon 
this pamphlet was erroneous, and that the real meaning was 
a doctrine incompatible with the exiſtence of the conſtitution 
of Great Britain, 
The writer who inſinuated the independence of any part of 
the conſtitution, upon the whole, and argued for the pothbility 
of their ſeparation, deſerved in his judgment marked cenſure, 
and his doctrines the ſtrongeſt diſapprobation. If, therefore, 
the wiſdom of the Houſe ſhould pronounce-this pamphlet to 
be of that deſcription, they would decide accordingly. He 
ſhould himſelf from conviction, vote for the reſolutions which 
had been moved on the ſubject. 
Mr. Gourtenay ſaid, he hoped his right honourable friend, 
Mr. Windham, ) after hearing the unanſwerable argument of 
his right honourable colleague, wou'd vote the book in queſ- 
tion to be what it really was, a ſcandalous libel, glaringly in- 
8 and calumnious to the conſtitution, as conſiſting of 
ing, Lords and Commons. The pamphlet aſſerted, that 
Fhe commemoration of the revolution cannot found agtee- 
able in the ears of the Sovereign ; that to him it muſt convey 
fome inſinuation of reproach.” What was this, but to declare 
that he holds his crown by ſome hereditary indefeafible right, 
independent of the will and approbation of his people? What 
was it but a libel on the ſucceſſion of the Houle of Hanover, 
and on the monarch who fills the throne of theſe kingdoms? 
The right honourable gentleman (Mr. W.indham) had ſaid, 
that many paſlages in Mr. Hume's Hiſtory, and in the works 
of other political writers of admitted ability might be cenſur- 
able, as they held out different opinions upon conſtitutional 
ſubjects; Mr. Hume, however, ſays, "Jotwithſtanding his 
partialities, that many important queſtions have been deter- 
mined in favour of liberty, and eſpecially by that great pre- 
cedent of depoſing one King, and placing a new family on 
the throne; that this had given ſuch an aſcendancy to the 
popular power, as to put that queſtion beyond all ence 
. | | r. 
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Mr. Hnme ſaid much to the ſame effect as Dr. Price did, 
« that his majeſty reigns by the voice of his people. The right 
honourable gentleman had decl-red, that it would be abſurd to 
ſtate the privilege of parliament as a matter of queſtion ; and, 
in confirmation of his opinion, had Jaid down many nice 
diſtinctions. Such an argument reminded him of a Jeſuit, 
who would undertake to prove tranſubſlantiation by the doc= 
trine of equation, "The pamphlet, Mr. Courtenay f:id, ad- 
vanced a new and dangerous doctrine, viz.. * That Kingly 

overnment may go on in all its functions, without either 
1 or Commons; and that the Lords and Commons de- 
rived their exiſtence and authority from the King” Wich- 
out ſubmitting that queſtion to the ſociety of Arts and Scien- 
cics, or even to that Board of Agriculturs, under whom Mr. 
Arthur Young holds ſo conſpicuous a place, he would rather 
appeal to the judicious author of the Spirit of Laws, (Mon- 
teſquieu) who ſaid, that whoſoever read the Treatiſe of 
Tacitus on the manners of the Germans, would find that, he 
ſaid, De minzribus rebus principes conſultant, de mazoribus am- 
nes. Hence they would ſee, that the Engliſh had taken the 
idea of their government from that authority, and that the 
beautiful ſyſtem of the Britiſh conſtitution” and government 
was firſt invented in the woods of Germany.” To aſſert 


that the Lords and Commons derived all their ſunctions 


from the crown, was ſurcly, moſt unconſtitutional doctrine. 
Not under the Saxon, or eveu the Norman line had any ſuch 
doctrine prevailed, during the latter period, the Engliſh al- 
ways claimed the rights they enjoyed under the Saxon go- 
vernment, though they were not always ſucceſsful in their 
claims. | uns. 

All ſects were ridiculed in the publications that were not 
always the moſt compliant with the maxims of arbitrary 
governments, Mr. Hume, nevertheleſs, had not been aſham- 
ed to declare, that had it not been for the Putrians' in the 
reign of Elizabeth, every ſpark of liberty would have- been 
extinguiſhed in England; it was the ſame ſpirit which ſup- 
ported and eftabliſhed the ſucceſſion in the Houſe of Hanover. 
And though thele ſects are ſtigmatized under the pretence of 
zeal for the church, yet the grand reaſon was on account of 
their uniform zeal tur the Cauſe of liberty. The pamphlet 
diſſeminated atbitrary principles, as if our liberties could be 
preſerved under an unlimited monarchy. No wonder if ſuch 
perſons Rood forth as advocates for the proſcribed: houſe of 
Stuart, and yentured on a vindication of the principles for 


which 
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which that family was juſtly expelled. It was no great diffi- 
culty to aſcribe the paroxyſms of their zeal for loyalty to its 
true motives, as well as their attachment to the arbitrary 
meaſures of miniſters ; both proceeded from the ſame princi- 
ples which attached them to the cauſe of the houſe of Stuart. 
Mr. Courtenay took occaſion to notice a performance re- 
commended by certain Biſhops, (faid to be written by Mr. 
Whitaker) ſtating, that there was no legitimate government 
but that which was derived from Adam; that he was the firſt 
ulimited monarch ; that the primogeniture of Cain entitled 
nim to a ſhare of the government, and that there was not ſuch 
a great criminality in Cain's killing his brother, on account 
of his ſuperior right to a ſhare of the government, &c. He 
had heard that one Biſhop (the Biſhop of Rocheſter) 
particularly recommended this performance in a letter to his 
clergy, and perhaps it was aſcribeable to that circumitance 
that he had been treated with ſo little dignity lately in his 
epiſcopal city. Ihe pamphlet before the houſe, dull as it was 
in its compoſition, contained doctrines that were abſurd, and 
principles that were bigotted. It dimly ſhone from the bor- 
rowed luſtre of a treatiſe written by a man of the moſt cele- 
brated parts and luxurious fancy, and was evidently a produc- 
tion from the ſchool of Filmer. He had little doubt, in his 
own mind, ut that Mr. Reeves was the author ; it breathed 
his language, his ſpirit, and his principles; and he could only 
impute it to the right honourable gentleman's perſonal friend- 
ſhip for that individual, that ſo much had been ſaid by him in 
his vindication. If that honourable gentleman really knew the 
author, he hoped he would point him out, that he might re- 
ceive his merited reward. | 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, that if they conſidered the character 
and ſituation of the ſuppoſed author 6! the pamphlet, it could 
not be viewed as a deſpicable performance, and the reſolutions 
of that Houſe would add to its importance, It was with 
much ſatisfaction that he had attended to the two ſpeeches of 
his learned friends; but he confeſſed that ſatisfaction was al- 
layed by the ſpeech which he had heard from the right honours 
able gentleman (Mr, Windham) who, perhaps, had gone a 
lutle farther than he ought to have done, in defending a 
man whom he might think loyal and deſerving. He hoped 
that gentlemen would conlider the ſubject according to the 
true principles of the conſtitution, In adhering io tnefe, be 
{hould hymſclt be lead to combat ſome of that right honourable 
gentleman's expolitions, He had argued, as if it was a matter 
of jubtle enguiry, to fad out the exact meatilag of the author 
ol 
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of the pamphlet; the plain queſtion, to his mind, was, not 
what a nice logician might, or might not, extort from it; 
but what the ſenſe of certain paſſages really was, compared 
with the .context, the general drift of the performance, and 
the impreſſion which the peruſal was likely to make 
on the generality of readers. He ſhould therefore decline 
entering on a nice enquiry, as to the preciſe meaning of par- 
ticular expreſſions: he remarked that the right honourable 
gentleman had found out what made in favour of the 
author, more than what made againſt him. In the paſſage ſo 
frequently quoted, there appeared to him fomething clearly 
unconſtitutional; the author conſidered the component parts 
of the conſtitution, as if they could be diſjointed, as if one part 
could ſurvive the extinction of the others ; how far, or for how 
long a period, this might take place, he knew not; but he was 
he ſaid fully convinced that if a diſjunction ever took place 
there was an end of the Britiſh conſtitution, each branch of it 
being inſeparably connected with the others. He appealed, in 
illuſtration of this fact, to the days of Charles I. The three 
component parts of our conſtitution were ſo blended and aſſimi- 
lated in one inſeparable eſſence, that they were incapable of be- 
ing detached. He denied that the kingly government could 
ſubſiſt independent of parliament; it was from the votes and 
grants of that Houſe, that the crown derived its ſtrength, its 
afliſtance, and its ſupplies. 

Mr. Wilberforce diſcuſſed the practical effect which the 
publication was calculated to produce, and inſiſted that it was 
likely to do miſchief, by detaching the affections of the people 
from that which they ought all to cheriſh as an object of 
profound veneration and eſteem ; and more eſpecially con- 
ſidering the preſent circumſtances of the times, he thought 
it was likely to produce great practical harm without 
the timely interference of that Houſe. In looking over 
the pamphlet, he ſaid a fort of ridicule appeared to him 
to be applied to the conſtitution ; in proportion however, 
as it was his ardent wiſh to ſecure the conſtitution, 
his endeavours to prevent any man from alienating the af- 
fections of Britons from the love of it, ſhould be unremitting. 
If ever there exiſted a time when it particularly behoved the 
Houſe of Commons not to ſuffer a pamphlet of that nature to 
be ſlightly paſſed over, the preſent was, he thought, that pe- 
riod. The parliament was then endeavouring to check ſediti- 
ous and libellous publications of an oppoſite tendency z it 

therefore becaine them,in order to vindicate themſelves from the 
char ge of 1yuſtice and par diality, When publications of a ſedi- 

: tious 
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tious nature were under contemplation, to take proper notice 
of the pamphlet under diſcuhon. Let every aſperſion of 
that ſott be done avr:y ; and let them not ſubject themſelves to 
the imputation of paſſion or prejudice in their determinations. 
He declared he had voted for the Bill againſt Seditious Practices 
and Attempts, from the conſideration that the ſpeeches, publica- 
tions, and proceedings, of the ſocieties referred to, inflamed the 
minds of their hearers and readers ; not only by defaming the 
monarch, but alſo the people of England; and for the ſame 
reaſon he was ready with equal willingneſs, to ſtand forth and 
vindicate the confticution ſrom the ſtig nas of men of an oppo- 
ſite deſcription. "The theoretical ideas of government which 
different perſons formed were not worthy regard; but he thought 
they were bound to givetheir fellow ſubjects clear ideas of the na- 
ture and excellence of the eſtabliſhed conftitution, and guard 
againſt all who would defame it, either one way or the other. 
The pamphlet treated with diſreſpect the labours of their an- 
ceſtors at the period of the revolution, to whom they were indebt- 
ed for that practical liberty they at preſent enjoyed ? It ſtruck 
him as a matter of difficulty how the Houſ could act on the pre- 
ſent occaſion; though the pamphlet abou 1ded with contra i tions 
and political hereſies, he could not tel! how far an ingenious 
lawver might be able to confound the minds of a common 
jury; he had his doubts, in particular, to that part of the mo- 
tion, which charged the pamphlet with being a libel on the 
glorious revolution; becauſe although the writer had indirect] y 
cenſured ſome of the principles on which the revolution was 
founded, and again and again by inference reflected upon it, 
all that he had faid, did not, in his mind, clearly amount to a 
kbel upon it. | 
Sir Fobn Sinclair roſe to vindicate the Board of Agriculture 
from ſome aſperſions which he imagined Mir. Sheridan had 
thrown on it. That inftitution was he {gid ſubſeryient to no 
pohtical party, but looked for encouragement and ſupport 
from all parties, which it wiſhed to unite, With regard to 
Mr. A. Young being a penſioner of Government he could 
ſay nothing; all he could fay was, that he was Secretary to 
the Board of Agriculture, and that a perfon to fill that depar 
ment was annually elected, He was not confcious that Mr. 
Young abuſed his ſituation as Secretary to the Agricultural 
Society for political purpoſes; and as to the preſent queſtion, 
Sir J. Sinclair declared himſelf diſpoſed to concur in the 
general ſentiment of indignation that ſcemed te actuate the 
Houſe againſt the author of the pamphlet under diſcuſtion. _ 
Vor. II. 1795. E Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan faid he did not accuſe the Board of any thing 
improper, on the contrary, he had ſtated himſelf more than 
once a convert to the proprizty of its inſtitution, What he 
ſaid was this, that Mr. Arthur Young had a penſion from the 
Crown, and that perions employed by him had gone over 'the 
country, particularly in Cornwall, with the works of Mr. 
Arthur Young, to diftribute them; this, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, 
he was ready to prove at the Bar of that Houſe, _ 

Mr. Hardinge faid, it was not for the gy ou of com- 
promiſing the opinion which he declared the other night, and 
which bis attentive peruſal of the whole context had con- 
firmed ; but upon account of ingenuous difficulties which he 
felt in his own mind, that he adopted the doubts of his 
honourable friend who ſpoke laſt (Mr. Wilberforce) reſpect- 
ing the amendment upon the original motion, contained in 
the new words imputing to this pamphlet a libel upon the 
revolution. He could not ſatisfactorily to his own mind 
agree to that zmendment, fer though he was convinced the 
writer did not love the revolution, or wiſh to have its princi- 
ples treated with reſpect, he had been rather ſarcaſtical upon 


it than /ibel/ous, and had even ſtudiouſly though perhaps art- 


fully commended the act as well as the actors in ſome parts of 
the work. Ts | | | | 
He aftured the houſe it gave him fincere pain, to expreſs 
in ſo marked a way the other night a kind of indignant con- 
cen at the doubts of his right honourable friend (Mr. 
„ indham.) He revercd his publick ſpirit as much as he 
admired his virtues, and he could not be more hurt than to 
have it imagined, by thoſe who had then heard him, that he 
lent hipiſelf to that ungenerous and baſe obloquy which had 
of late purſu<d him. | | 722 
He lamented the abrupt and the untimely intruſion of this 
topic upon the order of the day, which it intercepted and 
continued to ſuperſede, He lamented it, becauſe the exigency 
which gave riſe to the Bill for the ſafety of the King's perſon 
was too awctul to admit the delay of an hour, if it could be 
avoided, | | 
That as to the queſtion relative to the libel upon the 
Houle of Commons, after the manly, honeſt, and powerful 
arguments which he had heard from the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, it would be the height of ' atrogance in him to 
add mare than a very few words. F | 
It was chiefly to explain one point that he roſe. The 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had expreſſed a doubt 
waether by the reſumption © of the Kingly power in all its 
| V 
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functions, when the Lords and Commons were /:pt , the 


writer meant executive capacities alone, or legiſlative too, It 
was clear to his conviction that he meant both; for having 
deſcribed in one of the paſſages preceding this, a King who 
« made as well as executed the law, who © never died” and 
who „ could never do wrong,” he adds * theſe are the crigi- 
nal and main principles, upon which plain Engliſhmen could 
ſafely reſt for their property and freedom. But the Engliſh 
will not always confide—Jealuuſies aroſe and fears. To meet 
and appeaſe them qualifications were annexed. The King 
was accordingly in future to mate the law with conſent of 
the Lords and Commons ;”* then he introduces the figure of 
this tree and of 1ts-bravches lt off, upon which event, 
« the e would exerciſe ALL its functions, — what 
functions? T hoſe which he exerciſed when he made the Izw, 
and before his power to make it was limited. 
He ſaid no more upon the libel, except only to re- aſſert 
that it was groſs and fcangalouſly falſe. | FP 
What meaſures the Houſe, would in-its juſtice and wiſdom 
purſue againſt the offender, he gave no opinion more than to + 
ſay, that he wiſhed for lenity as far as it could be reconciled | 
with honor. JIE | | 
But he thought in times like theſe, to cenſure in the terms 
of the motion, ſuch a libel was an act of found pelicy as well as 
Juftice. It would ſhew to the people out of doors impartiat 
judgement in the Houſe of Commons againſt libellers of all 
deſcriptions, when thoſe of the wort find were ſo prevalent ; 
though he was not ſure whether ſuch falſe friends as the 
writer of this libel; were not the worſt enemies a government 
could find, | 
— Mr. Fax aſked whether the right honourable Secretary at 
War would have taken the ſame pains to find out a different 
meaning had any other pamphlet been the ſubject of diſcuſ- 
fion ? Suppoſing even that it had been from Mr. Paine's? If 
ſo, he would then, indeed, pronounce him impartial, Or, if 
{ he had endeavoured to explain any pamphlet coming from a 
member of the Correſponding Society, whether that right ho- 
nourable gentleman would have exculpated him from the 
charge of partiality towards that body; then, indeed, he 
would give him credit for impartiality on the preſent occaſion: 
but when he ſaw him employing his ingenuity in order to 
give a ſenſe to the pamphlet different from what it would ob- 
viouſly bear, he could not help thinking that the honourable 
gentleman entertained ſome lurking partiality towards the 
principles afterted in that pamphlet. Would any gentleman 
& | "A venture 
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venture to declare that there did not appear as ſettled a deſign 
in Reeves's Aſſociation to attack the conſtitution, as in any 
of the Correſponding Societies? In the pamphlet of Mr. A. 
Young, an expreſs vote of thanks, ſigned by Mr. Reeves, 
25 chairman of the aſſociation, and an approbation of the doc- 
trines contained in Mr. Young's pamphlet was ſubjoined. 
The principles which Mr. Reeves's aſſociation wiſh to 
adopt were, * That rotten boroughs, extravagant courts, 
ſelſiſn miniſters, and corrupt magiſtrates, preſerve the con- 
ſtitution of England! What could ſuch doctrines proceed 
from but a ſettled deſign in that ſociety to deſtroy the con- 
ſtitution of this country? If they analized the pamphlet mi- 
nutely, they would find the doctrine centrary not only to fact, 
but to the language of the Statute- Book, which declares, 
that the government of this country was not ſimply a mo- 
narchy; but it was a government in the King, Lords, and 
Commons. © My own Yifficulty (faid Mr. Fox) is what the 
conduct of the Houie ſhould be on this occaſion. I profeſs 
mylelf an enemy to proſecutions far libelous attacks; and 
yet, at ſuch a time as this, when Mr. Reeves's aſſociation 
are ſpreading: their pernicious doctrines abroad, I am anxi- 
ous that the houſe of Commons ſhould expreſs their diſap- 
probation of principles recommended by that aſſociation. I 
wiſh to get at the author of this pamphlet, and purſue him 
only: this is ſo material an object, that I think the better way 
would be, for the Houſe to keep this buſineſs in its own 
hands. 

Mr. Buxton ſaid, he conſidered the pamphlet to be a libel 
on the. revolution, and hoped that ſome ſteps would be taken 
to find the author, and bring him to trial. 

Mr. Wilberforce explained. 

Mr. Stauliy faid, that the Whig party had been glorious 
to this country, 2nd that Whig principles were involved in 
the diſcuſſion then before the Houſe. The Whigs would have 
e opportunity of ſeeing, he hoped, by the deciſion of that 
night, that the houſe was not imbibing Tory principles: it 
was a duty they owed to themſelves and to potterity, to ſhew 
that there were miniſters who were willing to govern accord- 
ing to revolution principles. He declared he was exceeding] 
pleaſed with one of his Majeſty's miniſters (Mr, Pitt) tor 
having that night boldly declared he coincided with the mo- 
tion before the Houſe : and he hoped he would follow up 
the motion, in order that the people might ſee, that, while on 
che one hand, a vigilant eye was to be kept over the efforts of 

N ledition, 
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ſedition, ſo on the other hand, the effects of miſtaken loyalty 
were to be checked. | 

Mr. Serjeant Adair declared that he ſhould be extremely 
brief, having ſpoken to the ſubject on the former debate. 
He thought that, as to the main queſtion, whether this pam 
phlet was a libel, there was no difference of opinion; and he 
congratulated his country, and the Houſe, on their unanimity 
in reſenting this attack on the conſtitution, and thus manifeſt- 
ing their adherence to principles, which would ferve to eſtabliſh 
and render them more ſecure, He expreſſed ſome doubt as 
to the propriety of the amendment, which charged this 
pamphlet with being a libel on the revolution; he thought it 
would be extremely difficult for any lawyer to perſuade a 
jury to bring in ſuch a verdict. He admitted it to be a groſs 
and ſcandalous libel on thoſe illuſtrious characters of the 
Whig party, who brought about the revolution; as what 
they did clearly was, not to deſtroy, but to preſerve the 
conſtitution. It was alſo a libel on the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment. 

The Maſter of the Ralls thought it nece to explain 
what he had * on a former . he Form A had 
entertained any doubts reſpecting the matter contained in the 
paragraph being libellous; he diſapproved of the manner in 
which one right honourable gentleman had been treated. 
And in all caſts where that Houſe was to appear as accuſers 
or proſecutors, the utmoſt delicacy ought to be obſerved in 
their proceedings ; he owned, had he been preſent when the 
motion was firſt made, he could have ſtarted ſome doubts 
whether it really was a breach of privilege or not ; he ſhould 
have no objection, however, to a proſecution, if he was ſure 
that the verdict would be the ſame as Dr. Sacheverell's, 
namely, that the gentlemen fhoutd not be allowed to write 
jor two years. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had no intention of miſrepreſenting. 
the honourable gentleman, and as he ſaw his amendment did 
not meet the general concurrence. of the houſe, he agreed to 
withdraw it. 4 | 

Sir V. Dallen ſaid, he had come down to the Houſe in 
the opinion that the book was a libel; but the right honour- 
able gentleman (the Secretary at War) had made ſuch an 
impreſſion upon him of a contrary kind, that he would vote 
againſt the motion. | 

Mr. Fox ſaid a tew words in explanation. 

The Speaker put the queſtion, which was carried with only 
two diſſentient voices. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan (aid, that the Houſe having adopted his mo- 
tion, which he conſidered as a circumſtance fortunate for the 
country, it was proper that ſome proceeding ſhould be 
grounded upon it, and that it ſhould not be ſuffered to ſtand 
by itſelf on their Journals. He had been more anxious in 
puſhing this proceeding, becauſe, as he had before ſtated, he 
did no: conſider the publication to be a ſolitary libel, but to have 
been part of a ſyſtem, and the more dangerous as it was iſſued 
from 2 quarter poſſeſſing extenſive means of circulating attacks 
againſt the conſtitution. There were many things in the 
writings of Mr. A. Young which he conſidered almoſt as 
bad. From the candid manner in which the queſtion had 
been diſcuſſed on all fides, it was no party queſtion, nor was 
there reaſon to think that miniſters wiſhed to ſcreen the au- 
thor, be he whom he might. There were, he faid, difterent 
modes of proceeding that might be adopted, and referred to 
precedents in former times. Ata period when party run very 
high, a pamphlet of Dr. Swift's, (on the conduct of allies) a 
very innocent and ufeful work, was ordered by the Houſe to 
be burnt by the hands of the hangman, and a motion was 
made to addreſs the crown to proceed againſt him. Another 
mode was, they might examine the Printer at their bar. Mr. 
Sheridan faid, that, under the circumſtances of the preſent 
caſe, what he conſidered to be of moſt importance was tg 
come at the perſon of the author, He had reaſon to belicve 
that Mr. Reeves was the author; and ſince he came into the 
Houſe he had been confirmed in his belief. He had been 
given to underſtand, that a formal difavowal would be made of 
that fact; but he conſidered that which had been made b 
the Secretary at War to be by no means ſufficiently carr 
or ſatisfactory. He declared he had a great objection to 
inſtituting any oppreflive proſecutions againſt a poor printer 
or publiſher, who looked for ſecurity to the character of his 
enp.oyer, and could have no idea that he would receive any 
thing of a libellous or unconſtitutional tendency from the 
chairman of a loyal affociation. In order that proper ſteps 
might be taken to come to the perſon of the author, a power, 
which Mr. Sheridan conceived, that the Houſe ought not 
to delegate out of their own hands, he would adopt a prece- 
dent of 1707, and conclude witz moving, © That it be re- 
ferred toa Comniittee to enquire who was the author of the 
libel.” Ibe motion was carried; and Mr. Sheridan, the 
Secretary at War, &c, wcre appointed to be of the Com- 
nuttee. 

Mr, 
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Mr, V. Smith ſaid, that he felt ſuch ſtrong objections to 
all proſecutions for political pamphlets, that he ſhould move, 
in caſe of a diſcovery, that the proceedings of the Houſe be 
confined to a cenſure upon the author, as be always withed 
that ſpeech and writing on political ſubjects ſhould be free. 
The queſtion was afterwards put, and carried without any 
diviſicn, | 
Mr. Sheridan then moved the Committee, and the Houſe 
adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Fripay, November 27. 


The Secretary at War ſtated to the Houſe, that he had it in 

command from his Majeſty to inform them, that he had 
ordered Colonel Cawthorne, a member of the Houſe, to be 
put under arreſt, in order to be tried by a court-martial. 
Mr. Sheridan moved, that ſeveral members (whom he 
named) ſhould be added to the Committee on the pamphlet, 
intitled, “ Fhoughts on the Engliſh Government,” and that 
it be an inſtruction to the ſaid Committee to fit at any time, 
notwithſtanding any adjournment of the Houſe. Ordered. 
A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that their 
Lordſhips had agreed to a Bill to prohibit the exportation of 
ſoap and candles, and the Bill to prohibit the manufacturing 
of ſtarch from: wheat &c. and to lower the duty on the im- 
portation of that article. Alſo, that their Lordſhips had 
paſſed a Bill to divorce Henry Wakeman from his wife, and 
deſiring the concurrence of the Houle to the ſame. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. Honeywoed preſented a petition from the inhabitants 
of the town and neighbourhood of Hithe, in Kent, praying 
that the two Bills (the treaſon Bill, and the ſeditious meeting 
Bill) might not paſs into a law. He faid, that the meeting 
had been regularly called by the mayor ot the town, who 
not being adverſe to the Bills, declined taking the chair, from 
a conſciouſneſs that the contrary ſentiment prevailed in the 
town. The chair was therefore taken by another reſpectable 
perſon, and the petition, which h2 had the honour to preſent, 
was agreed to without one diſlenting voice. The petition 
would be found to be ſigned by molt reſpectablę perſons of 
that town ; he . that fact, becauſe it was ſo much 
the practice on the other ſide of the Houſe to make that ſort of 
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diſtinftion. A noble peer of Ireland (Lord Rokeby) formerly 
a member of that Houſe, (then known by the name of Mr. 
Matthew Montague) a perſon who had retired from public 
life, being in the eighty-ſourth year of his age, but till 
actively employed in attention to the morals of his country, 
and in acts of private benevolence, and public charity had 
ſigned the petition, as well as many other reſpectable *perfons 
diſtinguiſhed for their loyalty and love to the conſtitution. 
When the American war unfortunately occupied the atten- 
tion of the Houſe, the noble Lord, juſt mentioned, had done 
his utmoſt to avert the calamities which followed, and had 
foreſcen and predicted the ifiue which took place. The 
noble Lord had likewiſe foreſeen, from the complexion of po- 
litics at that time, and ſince, ſomething like that which was 
at preſent in agitation againſt the liberties of the people. 
Such carly preſentiments of what was to happen, and had hap- 


pened, entitled his Lordſhip's preſent apprehenſions to have 


great weight and credit with the Houſe. Though old in years, 
his Lordihip was young in every mental faculty; and ani- 
mated with the fire of virtuous patriotiſm, he deprecated 
the preſent Bill in common with the other worthy characters 
who had ſigned the petition, ; 

Mr. Hmeywod produced an extract of a letter from the 
mayor of Rocheſter, which he had received that day, and 
which exculpated that magiſtrate from ſome inſinuations 
thrown out a few days ſince againſt him, becauſe he had not 
prevented a proceſſion, and the burning of an eftgy, whereas 
” was a ſtranger to the circumſtance till aſter it had taken 

ace. f 

Mr. Baker called to order. 

Mr. Honeyword faid, he. ſhould not have preſumed to re- 
vert to any petition which had been laid upon the table, but 
for the reflection thrown upon the character of a worthy 
maziſtrate, whom he thought it is duty to exculpate. He 
did not ſuppoſe the odium to have been wilfully faſtened on 
him, for it was ſuch as all men are liable to; but when it 
was not deſerved, it ought to be removed, and he could him- 
_ bear teitimony to the truth of the facts ſtated in the 
etter. | | | 

The Speaker ſaid, according to the rules of the Houſe, 
vrhen a member is called to order, he muſt obey it; on the 
prefent occaſion he imagined, that the honourable gentleman 
appealed to the candour and indulgence of the Houle, which, 
When addrefled, were ſeldom withheld, | 
UF! Mr, 
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Mr. Hon ſaid, he appealed to the candour 'and 
indulgence of the Houſe; with their permiſſion, therefore, he 
read the letter, which reminded him that he perſonally 
knew the mayor was waiting in a back room of the inn, at 
the time of the proceſſion, to ſpeak to Mr. Honeywood, who 
was at the moment engaged in converſation with another gen- 
tleman. This Mr. Honeywood confirmed; and added, that, 
upon hearing the ſhouts in the ſtreets, the mayor requeſted 
Mr. Wright, a gentleman who accompanied him with the 
Petition, to enquire hat was the matter. Mr. right went 
out in conſequence, but the noiſe had ceaſed, the people had 
diſperſed, — one to their oon homes, and no crowd nor 
tumalt was to be found, 1 92 
Sir Eduard Knatchbull (aid the alluſion referred do an ex- 
preſſion of his; that, however, did not go to blame a magi- 
ſtrate for not luppraſing the proceſſion, but. for ſubſequently 
ſigning a letter on the ſubject, when he had not been actually 
in the town at the time he mentioned. ? | 
General Smith remarked, that it was a very common prac- 
tice on the oppolite (miniſterial) fide of the Houſe, to cavil 
on every light occaſion at what fell from thoſe who ſpoke 
from the contrary iide, when it happened not to be agreeable 
to them; though no notice was taken of groſs irregularities 
committed by any of their own friends, 3 | 
Mr. Honeywaad went through his explanation. 
Mr. A. Robinſon expreſſed his ſorrow, that the bills before 
the Houſe were not delayed for ſome time, ſince every day 
ſhewed how extenſively the apprehenſions they had given 
riſe to had ſpread. It would be but common. juſtice to the 
country to hear its laſt prayer on parting with its liberties. 
He warmly reprobated the aſſertion, that the country would 
be without a conſtitution if thoſe Bills were not paſſed to ſe- 
cure it. He returned his thanks to Mr. Honeywood for the 
handſome terms in which he had mentioned his venerable 
relation (Lord Rockeby) and expreſſed his approbation of the 
tition. 8 
* Fox preſented a petition from the inhabitants of the 
town of Lyme Regis, in Dorſetſhite, againſt the Bills. The 
petition, after expreſſing the moſt decided abhorrence of 
the inhabitants of the town againſt the Bills, concluded 
with this emphatic expreſſion, © and the petitioners en- 
treat that honourable Houſe to take every means in their 
power to procure a ſpeedy peace, as the only means of 
giving ſtability to the throne, cloathing to the naked, and 
. bread to the poor,” | 1 4 
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Mr. Amyatt preſented a petition from Southampton, for ſuch 
meaſures to prevent ſedition as parliament ſhall think meet. 
This called forth a ſhort converſation between Mr. Roſe, 
junior, and Mr. Sheridan, who obſerved that notwithſtand- 
ing this and ſimilar petitions were preſented as counter-peti-' 
tions to thoſe againſt the Bills, there was not one jota ſaid in 
them for the Bills themſelves. 4D 

Mr. Sheridan preſented a petition from the town of Staf- 
ford, and another from the town of Newark, againſt the 
Bills, and alſo a petition from the gun- makers, ſigned by 852 


of that trade. 


Mr. Sheridan next preſented a petition againſt the Bills from 
the gentlemen and burgeſſes of Newcaſtle under Lyme, where 
the mayor was not adverſe to the petition, nor was there 
on eperſon in the town diſſenting from it. As the petition 
therefore paſſed unanimouſly, and both the repreſentatives of 
the town were adverſe to it, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, the inhabitants 
had done him the honour to commit it to his care. | 
Mr. Sheridan next preſented a petition againſt the Bills, 
from a number of mechanics who had not an opportunity of 
ſigning that petition from the aſſociated tradeſmen. > To thoſe 
15,000 names, therefore, might be added the 852, affixed to 
this petition. It came from the journeymen gun-makers, 
which of courſe, he ſaid, the gentlemen on the oppoſite fide 
would deem very alarming ! #305 

Mr. Fox preſented a petition againſt the Bills, which he ſaid 
was of an uncommon deſcription, as it was only ſigned by one 
perſon; but that perſon was a gentleman of genius aud 
talent, of irreproachable manners in private life, and of the 
— integrity in his public character. It came from 

jor Cartwright: it was very long; but Mr. Fox ſaid, he 
had peruſed it with eare, and found nothing exceptionable 
In it. 1 
Mr. Fox then preſented another petition againſt the Bills, 
which came from his conſtituents, the inhabitants of the city 
and liberties of Weſtminſter, and was ſubſcribed by 10, 125, 
a number nearly equal to the number of voters in that city. 
How this petition had been obtained was well known, as it. 
had been introduced into the diſcuſſions of that Houſe. It had 
been recommended by a large publick meeting, and was 
ſigned voluntarily. His noble colleague, (Lord Hood,) whom 
he was happy to ſee in his place, to offer any objection he 
thought fit, had adviſed to have the petition carried from houſe 
to houſe. Mr. Fox ſaid, he would not pronounce it blameable 
to take the ſenſe of the people in that manner, he did not how- 

| | ever 
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ever think that way ſo free, ſo candid, and ſo fair, as when the 
people, uninfluenced and unbiaſſed, acted purely from their 
own impulſe, I The perſons who ſigned this petition had 
been actuated by a voluntary, general, and univerſal motive. 
They came forwards ſpontaneoully, generally, and univerſally 
to expreſs their abhorrence of the Bills againſt which they 
remonſtrated, and to expreſs their juſt apprehenſion of the 
evils likely to enſue. It was true, that, in conſcquence of the 

oteſt of his noble colleague, a few parochial meetings had 

en held, and the veſtries had ſent about petitions from houſe 
to houſe, Mr. Fox ſaid he was preſent at three of the 
parochial meetings, and there was one which he did not at- 
tend, It was that of St. Martin in the Fields, where Mr. 
Drummond was in the chair, and where, contrary to the in- 
tentions of thoſe by whom the meeting was called, a certain 
number of reſolutions were almoſt unanimouſly paſſed, the 
reſult of which was a flat contradiction to the aſſertions of 
| thoſe who had adviſed this meaſure. The other parochial 
meetings were held in St. Clement Danes, St. James's, and 
St. Anne's. In St, Anne's, the pariſhioners met at firſt in a 
ſmall! number, upon which it was ſuppoſed, ſufficient notice 
had not been given ; a ſecond meeting was therefore called, 
which decided againſt the Bills, In St. James's pariſh, a 
larger number of pacidhionen had met than had ever been 
remembered upon any former occaſion. Some reſolutions. 
had been previouſly drawn up, and handed about from houſe 
to houſe, with very little ſucceſs, when this meeting, at which 
Mr. Devaynes was chairman, decided by a majority of one 
thouſand to twenty-ſeven voices. If any doubts d be 
entertained concerning this petition, as not expreſſive of the 
general ſenſe of the people of Weltminſter, there might till 
be opportunities (ſaid Mr. Fox, ) to determine. I have ſaid 
ſo much (continued he) upon this petition in particular, 
becauſe it is not poſſible far me to collect the opinions of all 
the inhabitants of every county in the kingdom; but as 
Weſtminſter is the place in which I live, where you live, Sir, 
and where this Houſe lives, I may venture to aflert, that this 

tition does contain the — ſenſe of the inhabitants of 

eſtminſter,” He ſaid, he had frequently occaſion to at- 
tend publick meetings, and -was in the conſtant practice of 
enquiring into the opinions of his conſtituents ; he had likes 
wiſe frequently the. honor of preſenting petitions to .that 
Houſe, and to his Majeſty, but he had never before found 
the people ſo unanimous. He had- preſented a petition to his 
Majeſty againſt the American war, which was ſubſcribed by 


> an 


— 
— — — & — 
— ———— — — 
— 2 . 
- 2 — 


— 
_ — . 


FP Sr 
” — — 
— 
_— 


- . — 
— — — — — — 


— = 


pr — — po 
— — 2 


— — 
a 


— 
— - 

— — ” - 
— 22 » 


” > WY 
EMP[PEES..T 


EIT 
— 

Ns 
— at 


” — —- 
— 


"a 
3 - 
— 2 — 


—— 


hos — 
— d I a——_—— — PRI 


— Con——_ 
_ — — | 
* ed Tn. 


a i. - 

— — . a 
cd 

— * 6.4 — 


— 


—ä — — 


— * * » 
1 — 5 
— — = 
— — 
2 — — — — — 
« 
— — —— — — —— r 
r / YC Ip 
— — de — —— 4% © 
— a — 


— Ws : 
- — A 8 F N — — — * di in 
8 8 Sh. — * 42 LT i” * n CRAM 
WIE ni ———————— —„— 


* —— —- Ape FP” of 


— 


— 


who had ſigned it were more in unanimity and number than 
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an aſtoniſhing number of ſignatures ; this however was far 
more univerſal and numerous. The Houſe need not depend 
upon his teſtimony ; they had all an opportunity to examine and 
enquire, though he believed they would find that the people 


had been known in Weſtminſter upon a former occaſion of 
any kind whatever, ®» | 

Sir Jabn Frederick preſented a petition from the clergy 
and freeholders of the county of Surry, ſubſcribed by 2000 
names. The prayer of the petition ſtated a deſire that 
effectual means ſhould be taken by Parliament to prevent 
ſeditious meetings, without infringing the right of petitioning, 
which being read, MPR en 

Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that the petition was a ſtrong 
cenſure upon the Bills; although the petitioners ſtated, that 
they underſtood ſome Acts were at 'preſent under the con- 
ſideration of Parliament, the purport of which they evidently 
knew, as appeared by the ſubſequent part of the petition, 
they requeſted a remedy for the evils they complained of, 
without 2 the liberties of the people, or tienching 
upon the right of Parliament, and the free exerciſe of ſpeech. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer denied that the petition 
contained, or was meant to convey, any diſapprobation of 
the Bills; on the contrary, it called upon the Houſe to enact 
ſuch laws as might maintain the due exerciſe of the right of 
petition, 

Mr. F:x noticed the Chancellor of the Exchequer's ex- 
preſſion due exerciſe of the right of petition, and contended, 
that the Bill went to alter, nay do away, that right, for when 
it reſtrained free diſcuſſion, and placed a dittatoy where at 
preſent free and uncontrouled diſcuſſion could be held, he 
contended that the right was not ſimply altered, but done 
away. That the Bills he aſſerted did trench on the form and 
manner of aſſembling, debating, and petitioning, and went to 
reſtrain opinion, had not yet been denied by thoſe who ſup- 
ported the meaſures: he therefore inſiſted that the petition did 
abſolutely convey a cenſure on the Bills, whatever the inten- 
tions or opinions of thoſe who figned'it might have been. 

A converſation took place upon the proceedings of a 
former Surry meeting and petition, which Sir Jahn Frederick 
ſaid did not conſiſt of the electors and ſentiments of the county. 
The contrary was maintained by Mr, Fox, who ſaid that the 
laſt meeting had been called by an advertiſement, which be- 
trayed the deſign of thoſe who called it, and proved that they 
meant only to convene thoſe who were known to be decidedly 

| | in 
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in favour of the Bills. It was addreſſed to the holders of 
landed and funded property, a circumſtance that at - nce 
ſhewed its meaning and its object. He ſaid that open and 
publick meetings have this ſupreme advantage, that the princi- 
ples of meaſures are open to every fort of diſcuſſion, and in- 
formation is to be had by all parties; Where petitions are 
carried from houſe to houſe, ſuch is not the cate; and ſuch 
was the character of the petition then preſented. 

Mr, Creſpigny preſented à petition from Caſtle. Baynard 
Ward, in the city of London, againſt the Bill. He alfo pre- 
ſented- a petition from Bath, againſt the Bills. He faid, a 
petition had been preſented before to that Houſe, which pro- 
feſſed to contain the ſentiments of that city: nothing was 
more remote from the truth. A meeting had been called to 
addreſs the King; and, aſter the meeting had broke up, a few 
particular perſons remained, and contrived that petition; to 
which they had, by an unworthy artifice, obtained a tew ad- 
ditional ſignatures. That which he had the honour to pre- 
ſent was the reſult of a fair, open, and free diſcuſſion, and the 
ſignatures were all voluntary: to one of them he found an- 
nexed the following expreſſive addition, it was the name of 
* John Diſney,” and annexed to it the words, ** groſsly im- 

ed upon, and led to ſign a former petition !” 

' Mr. Roſe, jun. preſented a counter-petitiag from the in- 
habitants of Portſea and Poriſmouth, ſigned by 2974 perſons, 
praying that Convention Bills might be ſpeedily palled. {4 - 
| Mr. William Smith preſented a petition from the Ward of 
Alderſgate againſt the Bills, ſigned by 200 inhabitants, 
houſeholders, ſince the preceding night without ſolicitation, 
and who had not only given their names, but their places of 
abode; and ſaid, the meeting at which it had been paſſed was 
called by the citizens, who had firſt applied to a worthy 
Alderman, (Ald. Anderſon) to convene it, but the Alderman 
thought proper to refuſe to call a meeting. He ſaid he com- 
mended the candour of the worthy Alderman, whom he favs 
in his place, in voting for the Bills a few evenings ſince ac- 
cording to his opinion, though it went in oppoſition to the 
inſtructions of his conſtituents. | He was ſorry, however, that 
he had refufed to call the meeting, when he had been applicd 
to; | becauſe ſuch conduct, however juſtifiable the pe rions 
might be to themſelves, went to defeat their own withes; in 
fact, that conduct on the part of the Alderman, and the re- 
fuſal of the Sheriff of the county of Vork, and others, to 
call meetings, furniſhed the moſt powerful argument agaluſt 
the preſent Bills. ** rent of turn ee 
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Mr. Alierman Anderſon JG himſelf, by ſaying, that he 
„ and had an opportunity of know- 

ing moſt of the inhabitants; out of the 31 who ſigned the 
requiſition, he nevertheleſs did not know more than four or 
five. The purport of the Bills having alſo been amply diſ- 
cuſſed before by the repreſentatives of the Ward in Com- 
mon Council, he thought it unneceſſary to conſult the in- 
habitants, and told the perſons ſo who waited on him for that 
purpoſe, and they replied, that they were more anxious to do 
it, becauſe Mr, Pitt had been miniſter for a great many 
cars, and they thought it was now high time for Mr. Fox to 

miniſter in his turn. [A loud laugh. 

Mr. Sheridan ſuid the ſubject was ſufficiently ſerious, and 
therefore he could not ſuffer ſuch levity to gloſs over the con- 
duct of the honourable Alderman, who, however long his 
reſidence might have been in the Ward, or however univerſal 
his acquaintance with the inhabitants of it, was compelled by 
his duty, on receiving a requiſition of that nature, to enquire 


38 


who the perſons were that ſigned it, and not to refuſe their 


requeſt merely becauſe he had no perſonal acquaintance with 
them. Another reaſon had been ſtated by the honourable 
Alderman for refuſing it; viz. that the repreſentatives of the 
Ward in Common Council had already diſcuſſed the tendenc 

of the Bilis, ang delivered their opinions on them : what kin 
of reaſoning was this, and how would it apply to that Houſe? 
What, becauſe the repreſentatives of the people there may 
have happened to paſs a law, we ſuppoſe, for argument's ſake, 
directly oppoſite to the intereſts, happineſs, and proſperity of 
the kingdom, the people are no longer to have an opinion 
about it, and any diſcuſſion they wiſh to hold on the ſubject 
is to be deemed ſuperfluous and impertinent, Gentlemen. 
who held ſuch doctrines, he ſuppoſed meant not to ſtand 
candidates 2gain for the fuffrages of their preſent conſtituents, 
He ſubſcribed to the declaration of, his honourable friend, 
(Mr. Smith,) that ſuch proceedings were the ſtrongeſt argu- 
ments that could be uſed againſt the Bills, and quoted the 


inſtance, not only of the High Sheriff of Vork, but of 


Northumberland alſo. Mr. Sheridan aſked whether, after the 


Bills had paſſed, the Sheriffs of thoſe counties or the honour. 


able Alderman would think it their duty to attend that publick 
meeting which they had refuſed to call; or if they did, 
whether-it was not probable ir would ſoon put an end to it. 
He faid, he had quoted theſe as inſtances of the abuſes which 
were likely to enſue on the paſſing of the Bills; and obſerved, 


that it was remarkable, when one worthy magiſtrate "_w 


* 
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Le Meſurier) ſtated a Common Hall to be an improper 
medium of aſcertaining the ſenſe of the people, and that there 
could be no appeal but to the deciſion of the ſeveral Wards, 
that the requiſition for making that 2npeal ſhould not have 
been allowed. As the publick meeting at Weſtminſter had 
done, ſo did the Common Hall of Landing expreſs the 
general ſenſe of the people; and it was not only confirmed 
by that petition, ſigned by 200 inhabitants of one Ward, and 
the petition he had preſented, ſigned by 1700 of the in- 
habitants of the Ward of Farringdon Without, but he 
truſted it would be confirmed by every other Ward in the 
ratio of five to one. ; 

Mr. Anderſon explained, that he did not ſay the meeting 
would be ſuperfluous and impertinent, but unneceffary. 

Mr. Wilberforce after a ſummary defence of the 
magiſtrate attacked by that gentleman who ſpoke laſt but one, 
ſaid he lamented the conduct of the High Sheriff of York, 
becauſe it prevented a full, fair, and free diſcuſſion; and 
becauſe it prevented the majority of the inhabitants, as he 
conceived would have been the caſe, from giving their ap- 
probation to the Bills. If the Bills, however, had poſied, the 
meeting might have been held, becauſe it entruſted three 
magiſtrates, in caſe the Sheriff ſhould refuſe, with that power; 
and among the 53 names of the perſons who had figned the 
requiſition, inftead of three, there were he imagined at leaſt 

thirty magiſtrates. In proof of the miſrepreſeatation which 
had been circulated through the kingdom, Mr. Wilberforce 
ſtated, that one of -the York papers, not only had given an 
account of the Weſtminſter meeting which had paſſed, but of 
the Surry and Bedford meetings, which had not paſled, and of 
the likelihood of a petition againſt the Bills from the - 
merchants, bankers, and traders of London, which he at- 
tributed to the advertiſement for the meeting in which the ; 
Houſe had heard that no banker was concerned. =» | 

Mr. For declared he was not a little aſtoniſhed at the bold- 
neſs of gentlemen on the oppoſite fide, who, becauſe his 
honourable friend (Mr. Erſkine) had ſaid, that he did not. 
know whether any banker had ſigned that petition, roundly 
aſſerted that no banker had ſigned it, and thus converted a 
ſuppoſition to a fact, although his honourable friend (Mr. 
Wm. Smith) had given them reaſon to act otherwiſe. The 
advertiſement merely gave notice that a meeting of the 
merchants, bankers, and traders, was to be held, who were 
thereby invited to it; and if the bankers did not chooſe to 
attend, they were at perfect liberty to abſent theiuſelves. 5 
ä 7 | * 
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eaſy was it to aſſume a fad, without enquiry, that he owned 
he wondered any perſon in that Houſe ſhould adopt ſuch 
condut. - 1% Horkt: 01 | ö 
After a deſultory converſation between Mr. . ail 
Mr. Ralle, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Thornton, Mr. . Smith, 
Alderman Newnham, Mr. R. Thernton, Mr. J. H. Browne, 
and Mr. M. Robinſon, | | 2 
Sir Mm. Milner read the letter of the High Sheriff of 
Vork, in anſwer to the requiſition, and commented on the 
impropriety of his conduct in quitting the county during his 
ſnrievalty, without leaving information where he might be 
found ; the poſtſcript, Sir William obſerved, ſtated that ſuch 
| was his intention, and he had not fixed on the place where he 
| ſhould abide. - hi νναiννẽ al $0) e 
Mr. Sheridan preſented a petition: from 1200 of the inhabi- 
tants of Clerkenwell, which was, he ſaid, figned in twelve 
hours, againſt the Bills; and if there had been more time, 
the ſignatures would have been, more in number; but they 
acted under the ſame impreſſion with many other people, that, 
| if the petition was not immediately preſented, it could not be 
| received at all. = | 10 | 
| General Tarletun moved, that copies of the extraordinaries 
| olf the army be printed for the uſe of the members, - Ordered. 


BILL TO PREVENT SEDITIOUS MEETINGS. ... 
| ' The Chancellor of the . Exchequer moved the reading of 
| the order of the day, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf 
_ into a Committee upon the Bill for preventing ſeditious meet- 
ings. | ; x83 5 1 
| Ar, Fax merely roſe to aſk when it was probable that the 
| Report, and the third reading of the Bill, would come on. 
He ſaid, he ſuppoſed when the Bill had gone through the 
Committee, that it would be reported, and then ordered to 
be printed. 13863 taced da | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that, as uſual, imme- 
diately after the Bill had gone through the Committee, and 
the clauſes were amended, and the blanks filled up, he ſhould 
move for it to be priated, and that the further conſideration 
| would come forward on Tueſday, December, 1, and the third 
reading, he ſuppoſed, on the Thufſday following. | 
| Mr. ox, Mr. Gre, Mr. Lambton, Mc. Whitbread, junior. 
| Genera! Tarleton, General Matleod, and the other oppoſers of 
the Bill (Mr. Sheridau excepted) immediately roſe, and leit 
| the Houlz. f 
0 | Tis. 
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The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the 
Bill, Mr. Sergent in the chair, the Committee proceeded on 
the diſcuſſion of the clauſes of the Bill, the conſideration of 
the date of its commencement having been agreed to be 
poſtponed. 

That part of the clauſe having been gone through, which 
relates to meetings holden for the purpoſe or under the pre- 
text of conſidering of alterations in matters eſtabliſhed in 
church and ftate. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he did not attend for the purpoſe of pro- 
poſing any amendment in the 22 Bill, being perſuaded 
that no alteration, except that of negativing every clauſe in it, 
would be of ſervice, or render it palatable, to the great ma- 
jority of the public at large. He attended chiefly to watch 
ſome things which were going forward, and to hear what 
amendments would be propoſed. The Bill was ſaid to be a 
Bill to prevent ſeditious meetings and tumultuous aſſemblies, 
and he was convinced more than ever, that the Bill would not 
anſwer that purpoſe. It would not prevent the diſcuſſion of 
the queſtion of peace or war; the conduct or capacity of the 
minilters to carry on the war; or give to the miniſters the ſe- 
curity which they-wanted by this Bill, and which indeed was 
the foundation for it (although for the purpoſe of deluding the 
public, they had thought ſit to give it another title); it was 
to give a ſecurity to miniſters againſt any public deliberation 
of the people on the miſconduct of miniſters Under the 
Bill four hundred thouſand, or any other number of perſons, 
might aſſemble at Copenhagen-houſe, or in any open field, and 
there they might canvaſs the queſtion of war or peace; and 
the whole conduct of the King's miniſters in ail reſpects hat- 
ever; they might hold what language they pleaſed, whether 
temperate, or intemperate; to recommend peace, or even to 
withold ſupplies; and under the authority of the Bill, no juſ- 
tice of the peace would have power to interfere with their 
proceedings, or even to approach them with any authority to 
diſperſe, prevent, or even to interrupt their proceedings. 
Gentlemen might wonder that he ſhould ſtate this to be 
the cafe, when the very object of the Bill was to prevent ſuch 
tumultuous aſſemblies. He would tell them, by this Bill any 
number of perſons might meet for the purpoſe of examining, 
and conſidering any depending law; this they could not avoid 
putting into the Bill, according to the prin-iple on which its 
authors pretended to proceed, Every Supply Bill that was 
offered to that Houſe, and there could hardly be a week 
during the fitting of parliament without one, was a depending 
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law, and therefore, according to the proviſions of this Act, 
the people, to any number, and without any reſtraint, might 
meet and diſcuſs it, and under the diſcuſſion of a Bill for grant- 
ing a ſupply to his Majeſty, they might, and ry ought, to 
diſcuſs the whole conduct of the King's miniſters ; they 
might, and therefore ought, to conſider whether they onght 
not to be removed out of his Majeſty's ſervice. It was a 
Bill, therefore, rather to encourage and provoke, than to ſup- 
preſs tumultuous aſſemblies. He did not mention this to ex- 
cite miniſters to inſert a clauſe to prevent perſons meeting to 
diſcuſs a depending law; on the contrary, if ſuch a clauſe 
was offered, he ſhould oppoſe it, as he had oppoſed the whole 
principle of the Bill; he mentioned it to ſhew the abſurd in- 
efficacy of the whole of the meaſure, and alſo by way of no- 
tice of what ground he ſhould hereafter take when this Bill 
came out of the Committee, in order that there ſhould be no 
colour for ſaying hereafter, that he took an unmanly part in 
the way in which he ſhould oppoſe the Bill in its future 
ſtages, | 

' The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, gentlemen moſt uſually 
attended Committees on Bills in that Houſe with a view of 
amending them ; but the honourable gentleman had declared 
he attended for a different purpoſe ; he ſhould, therefore, con- 
ſider what the honourable gentleman ſaid rather in the nature 
of a notice, by way of anticipating his future objections, than 
any thing in the nature of debating upon them then. He 
ſhould} nevertheleſs, make a few obſervations,on ſome of the 
honourable gentleman's aſſertions. The- other gentleman had 
ſaid, that any number of perſons might meet, as he deſcribed, 
for the purpoſe of diſcuſſing any Supply Bill, and then argue 
on the whole policy of the adminiſtration of the affairs of 
the country. He hoped that the proviſions of the Bill would 
not be found liable to the abuie which the honourable gen- 
tleman had anticipated; he hoped alſo, that he never would 
lend the aid of his abilities to ſuch an evaſion of the principle 


of the meaſure, and thereby promote tumult and ſedition. 


He had not the leaſt fear of the danger to which the honourable 
gentleman alluded, If any munber of perſons met under a 
nominal pretext, and then diſcuſſed other topics that were 
foreign to it, he conceived that they would fall under the pro- 
viſions of the Bill. At all events, they would, in the caſe allud-* 
ed to, only aſſemble during the meeting of parliament ; and 


if it ſhould be found that the inexhauſtible ingenuity of ſedi- 


tious aſſemblies required to be met again, by further legiſla- 
tive proviſions, he hoped that parliament would do its duty; 
png | he 
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he had rather, however, leave that caſe to its own courſe, 
than to anticipate any proviſion that might be found neceſ- 
fary for its preſervation, 

r. Sheridan ſaid, he was glad the right honourable gen- 
tleman had taken what he ſaid as a notice of what he ſhould 
do hereafter upon the Bill: he need not wonder to find him- 
ſelf a little ſneered at by that right honourable gentleman, 
about lending the aid of his abilities to any meaſures, as he 
had been more than once reproached for having given him- 
| ſelf fo much trouble to mend ſo many of the right honourable 
gentleman's bad Bills. He ſeemed to forget the nature of 
the.caſe before parliament. Suppoſe Mr. 'Thelwall, or any 
other perſon, was to call a mecting at Copenhagen-houſe, 
when a Bill of ſupply was to be voted in parliament, and 
that, inſtead of three, there ſhould be ten tribunes erected for 
the purpoſe of haranguing the populace, could any thing be 
more regular, in the diſcuſſion of a Supply Bill, than to enter 
into the circumſtances of the war, the diſtreſſed fituation of 
the country, and the miſconduct of miniſters in the courſe of 
it? Gentlemen well knew it was the conſtant courſe of de- 
bating in parliament. There was no ingenuity required 
upon the ſubject ; the company, ſo aſſembled, would ſoon find 
out the incapacity and the tyrannical diſpoſition of miniſters, 
and, without any ingenuity, they would ſoon find out, and 
exprefs, that the calamities of this country were brought on 
by the profligacy of miniſters. He again declared that ad- 
vantage would be taken of the Bill, and the very thing which 
miniſters affected to prevent. The people would avail them- 
ſelves of it becauſe they were proyoked to it by the tyran- 
nical and abſurd reſtrictions impoſed upon them by the Bill. 
He ſhould ſtate this more at large hereafter, Whether mi- 
niſters would or would not hereafter bring in- another Bill 
upon the ſubject, he knew not, but he was ſure the preſent 
Bill was inadequate to the object for which it was profeſſ- 
ed to be brought forward. 

Sir M. Young charged Mr. Sheridan with inconſiſtancy, in 
ſo uniformly oppoſing the Bills in toto, and yet ſuggeſting 
alterations and amendments, ' 

Mr. Sheridan in anſwer to the charge adduced againſt him 
of not attending the Committees on Bills but for the ſake of 
embarraſſing, ſtated that Mr. Pitt had often advantaged him- 
ſelf of thoſe embarraſſments, 

Serjeant Adair ſaid, he was perſuaded it was not in the 
contemplation of adminiſtration to prevent ſuch diſcuſſions as 
thoſe to which the learned gentleman had alluded ; and God 
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forbid that it ſhould ever be in the contemplation of any 
adminiſtration to prevent the free diſcuſſion of the meaſures 
of miniſters, provided the diſcuſſion was peaceable and orderly. 
The conduct of the learned gentleman appeared to him to 
be very ſtrange, and little entitled to the thanks of the Com- 
mittee. He firſt of all ſaid, that he did not like the Bill, 
becauſe it did not contain ſuch reſtrictions as he had ſtated to 
be neceſſary; and yet if it had contained them, he declared he 
would have oppoſed them when the Bill came out of a Com- 
mittee, 

Mr. Sheridan begged to ſet the learned Serjeant right. He 
ſhould firit, however, take notice of the appellation of the 
learned gentleman, which had been beſtowed upon him through 
the whole of the learned Serjeant's ſpeech. The learned 
gentleman had called him learned at the time that he was ac- 
cuſing him of abſurdity ; whether he called him learned gen- 
tleman becauſe he had bcen abſurd, he could not tell. 

When he made the obſervation relative to the want of 
further reſtrictions on ſuch meetings as he had alluded to, he 
made it from a motive of candour ; if he had made it upon the 
third reading of the Bill, it might have been urged, that 
he was very uncancid in not having mentioned it in the 
Committee. The learned Serjeant had ſaid, God forbid 
that the free diſcuſſion of the meaſures of miniſters ſhould 
be prevented, if ſuch diſcuſſion were carried on regularly, 
and according to the proviſtons of the Bill. Whar he had 
contended was, that to meetings for the purpoſe of conſider- 
ing Bills pending in parliament, the proviſions of the Bill did 
not apply. x 

The ſecond clauſe limits the number to 550. On the third 
clauſe, which enacts, that if 50 perſons or more meet, and 
after an order of proclamation to diſperſe, twelve ſhall remain 
one hour, it was propoſed to make it death without benefit 
of clergy, an amendment was moved, that ſuch continuance 
ſhould only be puniſhed as a miſdemeanour. 

Mr. Wilberforce was for the more lenient, as he ſaid, he 
thought the puniſhment diſproportioned to the offence; from 
the immediate neceſſity of the cafe in a riot, the power of 
diſperſing, by force was juſtifiable ; by law, a man might kill 
another who attacked him; but having ſecured him, he 
would be guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, if he 
afterwards killed him in cold blood, He conjured the Houſe 


not to adopt a clauſe which, if carried into execution, he was 


perſuaded all would repent, 
Mr, 
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Mr. Stanley declared his opinion, that it ſhould be only a 


miſdemeanour. 

Mr. Banks agreed with Mr. Stanley in thinking the puniſh- 
ment of felony was too ſevere for the offence. | 

Sir Peter Burrel contended, that if the crime was made 
leſs than felony without benefit of clergy, it would be incon- 
ſiſtent with the empowering the magiſtrates to diſperſe by 
force; for it, in doing ſo, men were killed, it would only be 
a ſummary way of inflicting the puniſhment of death, to 
which the law would otherwiſe condemn them; if, on the 
contrary, it was declared only to be a miſdemeanour, the 
killing in the act of diſperſing by force, would be exceeding 
the puniſhment the law would inflict, by a ſummary mode of 
proceeding, : 

Sir. I. Dolben earneſtly called upon the Houſe to adopt 
the molt mild and limited mode of puniſhment the emerg- 
ency would permit. | 

The Solicitor General enlarged upon the magnitude of the 
offence, and contended for the propriety of a ſevere puniſh- 
ment. | 

The Committee divided, , | 

| Ayes - - 8 
Nees — — 13 


| Majority = 67 

The Committee then proceeded to fill up the blanks in the 
other clauſes z and when the moſt material clauſe in the whole 
Bill, namely, that which was to empower the magiſtrates to 
declare the afſembly unlawful, upon any matter being pro- 
pounded that ſhould appear to be unlawful, or tending to 
ſedition, &c. and to diſſolve the meeting, &c. the whole 
clauſe was ſtruck out. | 

The Bill is made to commence in the metropolis, and 
within 20 miles of it, the day after it ſhall have received the 
Royal aflent, and within ſeven days all over the kingdom. 

he Solicitor General propoſed, that the Bill ſhould continue 
in force tor three years. 

Mr. Stanley propoſed one year, which being objected to, he 
offered to agree to two years, which was refuſed, on which the 
Committee divided, | 

Ayes (for the term of three years) 46 
Lees (for the term of three years) 2 
Majority = 44 

N The 
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The Bill then. paſſed the Committee, and the report was 
received immediately, ordered to be taken into conlideration 
on Tueſday, December 1, and that the Bill be printed, 
Adjourned. 

— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Moxpay, November 30. 


GORDON AGAINST HUME AND OTHERS. 
Their Lordſhips, after hearing counſel on the above caſe, 
ordered it to ſtand over for three weeks, to afford: the parties 
an opportunity to accommodate matters, Adjourned, 


Hos OF COMMONS. 


MoxDay, November 30. | 
Mr. Alderm Anderſon moved for leave to bring in a Bill 
to enlarge the charter of the London Aſſurance Office. Leave 


was granted, 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. David Scott preſented a petition in favour of the 
Convention and Treaſon Bills from the Eaſt-India Company. 
Mr. 7ek;l wiſhed that the opinion might not go abroad, 
that it was. the petition of the Cn, as had been ſtated, 
it did not ſpeak the ſenſe of the Company, but was only a 
E of the Directors, who were a diſtin part of the 
roprietors, 

Mr. David Scott replied, that the Court of Directors 
managed the affairs of the Company, they were entitled to 
come forward with their petition which he believed ſpoke the 
ſenſe of the Proprietors in general. 

Mr. Grey preſented a petition from the nobility, gentry, 
clergy and frecholders, of the county of Northumberland, 
againft the Bills. Mr. Grey ſtated the way in which it was 
obtained. The High Sheriff of Northumberland, he ſaid, 
had refuſed to comply with a requiſition from ſeveral reſ- 
pectable Preh in the county, to call a meeting for the 
purpoſe of conſidering the Bills. In one of the daily prints, 
however, he had ſeen an account of a meeting, which had 


been held at Morpeth, for the purpoſe of voting an addreſs to 


his Majeſty, which he would have no objection to have ſigned. 


Immediately on the addreſs being voted, the Sheriff who was 


preſent 
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preſent withdrew, and Sir J. Swinburne took the chair, when 
the petition was voted almoſt unanimouſly. 

Colonel Stanley preſented a petition from the merchants, 
traders, &c. of the town of Liverpool, in favour of the Bills, 

Mr. Blackburne preſented a petition to the ſame effect, 
from the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of Liver- 

. | 
General Tarleton preſented a petition from a number of 
bankers, merchants, and tradeſmen of Liverpool againſt the 
Bills. | 

The General ſaid, that the Mayor had refuſed to call a 
publick meeting, and that the petition, although it lay for 
ſignatures but a very ſhort period, was ſign2d by many very 
reſpectable characters. | . 

Mr. Howard preſented a petition from the town and neigh- 
bourhood of Lymington againſt the Bills. 

Lord Belgrave preſented a petition alſo in favour of the 
Bills from Cheſter, ſigned by 2,300 inhabitants, after being 
unanimouſly carried at a publick meeting regularly notified. 
By recent information from that town, his Lordſhip ſaid, he 
was authoriſed to ſtate, that the manner in which the previous 
petition was obtained, was unfair and ſcandalons in the higheſt 
degree. 

Mr. Egerton preſented a petition from the Mayor, Aldermen, 
— Corporation of the town of Newcaſtle, in favour of the 

ills. | 

Mr. Milbanke preſented a petition from the town and 
neighbourhood of Durham againft the Bills. 

Lord Had preſented a petition from the High Bailiff, 
Stewards, and perſons holding official ſituations in Weſt- 
minſter, in favour of the Bills. 

Mr. Fox obſerved, that it had been ſaid, that the petition 
voted by the meeting in Palace Yard did not expreſs the ſenſe 
of the inhabitants of Weſtminſter, and an appeal had been 
made from it to the different Pariſhes to juſtify the affertion. 
The ſenſe of the pariſhes coinciding however with that of the 
genera] meeting, the official gentlemen in Weſtminſter were 
brought forward. He would only further ſay, that if he had 
been aſked, whether the petition which he had the honour to 
preſent, ſpoke the ſenſe of the Biſhop of Rocheſter, and ſome 
other individuals, he would undoubtedly have confeſſed that 
he was not ſanguine enough to expect the honor of the 
ſignature of that learned prelate, or his friends, 

Mr. Jervois preſented a peticion from the inhabitants of 
Hants, in the county of Hampſhire, againſt the Bills. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas preſented a petition from the Provoſt, 

Magiſtrates 
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Magiſtrates and Council of Glaſgow, in favour of the Bills, 
And another to the fame effect, from the merchants, traders, 
&c. of Glaſgow. 

Mr. Vox, in the abſence of Sir W. Milner, preſented a 
petition from the Common Hall of the city of York againſt 
che Bills. The meeting at which the petition was agreed to, 
Mr. Fox faid, was the moſt numerous and reſpectable that 
had ever been held in the memory of wy man that attended 
it, and was agreed to with only three or four diſſenting voices. 

Mr. Fox alſo preſented a petition from the inhabitants of 
Plymouth, Plymouth Dock, and Stonehouſe, againſt the Bills. 

Mr. Roſe, junior, read a letter from the chairman, to ſhew 
that the meeting did not expreſs the ſenſe of the people of 
Plymouth. 

Mr. William Smith preſented a petition from the town and 
neighbourhood of Wrexham, in the county of Denbigh, 
againſt the Bills. 

All which petitions were read and laid upon the table. 


IRISH BRIGADE, 


General McLeod (aid, before the Army Eſtimates were 
taken into conſideration, he wiſhed to make ſome motions on 
a relative part of the ſubject. As the buſineſs ſtood for the 
next day, he would accordingly move, „That there be laid 
before the Houſe the return of the Iriſh Brigade enliſted to 
ferve againſt France, up to the 1ſt of Auguſt, 1795, with an 
account of their pay and allowance,” but from the important 
debate that was likely to enſue, he ſhould not perſiſt in it if it 
were oppoled, but bring it on ſome other time. 

The Secretary at Nur, (Mr. Windham). objected to the 
wording of the motion, on the ground that at preſent it 
would be impoſiible for government to comply with it. The 
Iriſh Brigade weve to be recruited and kept in Ireland, and by 
a new regulation were to be paid on the Engliſh eſtabliſh- 
ment. Certain monies had, indeed, been iſſued on that ac- 
count; but the returns had not yet been made to the War 
Office of its application. 

General Me Lend withdrew his motion. 

BUDGET, 

The Clancellir of the Excheguar ſaid that he had given 
notice of his intentions to open the Budget on Wedneſday, 
but from the multiplicity of buſineſs that had ſince occurred, 
he was induced to poſtpone it to Monday the 5th. 

Mr. Grey ſaid, that he ſhould on account of what the right 
honorable gentleman bad ſaid, defer his motion for a pacifica- 

tion 
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tion with France, which ſtood for the. ſame day, till the 

Wedneſday following. 
COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY. 


Mr. Fekyll moved, That the Committee of Inquiry con- 
cerning the authors of the libel, entitled, “ Thoughts on 
Government,” be revived, and do fit, notwithſtanding any ad- 
journment of the Houſe, and report their opinion from time to 
time. Ordered. | 

Mr. Sheridan informed the Houſe that the Committee ap- 
pointed to enquire who was the author of the pamphlet in- 
titled “ Thoughts on the Engliſh Government, would 
preſent a report the next day. 


RELIEF OF THi POOR IN THEIR OWN HOUSES. 


Sir William Yawng moved for leave to bring in a Bill to ex- 

plain and amend ſo much of an, Act, of the gth of George I. 

as prevents relief being extended to them in their own houſes. 

Leave was given. | | 
TREASON BILL. 


The order of the day, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houle, to conſider of a Bill for the 
better Security of his Majelty's Perſon and Government; the 
queſtion being put, That the Speaker how leave the Chair“ 

Mr. Erſtine ſaid, it might appear ſomewhat remarkable'to 
the Houſe, that he, who, upon ordinary occaſions, diſcovered 
no particular activity in the buſineſs of that Houle, ſhould of 
late have ſhewn ſo much zeal, and ſo keenly have engaged in 
the diſcuſſion of political queſtions; moſt eſpecially that he 
ſhould have that day been the firſt to riſe to oppoſe thz 
Speaker's leaving the chair, on a Bill entitled “a Bill for the 
better ſecurity. of his Majeſty's perſon and government.” He 
would hot, he declared, degrade himſelf by expreſling the 
abhorrence he entertained ot the abominable outrage offered 
to the ſovereign, or thoſe. ſentiments of loyalty, which, as 
an honeſt man, he ought to feel; ſentiments, for which he 
had a right to expect every perſon ſhould give him credit, and 
which could not be doubted without injuſtice, The ſafety of 
the king was intimately connected wtih the happineſs of the 
ſtate ; to ſecure that connection it was, of the laſt importance 
to adapt the regulations which were propoſed for his ſecurity, 
to the genius of the people, and the conſtitution of the go- 
vernment. That his Majeſty's perſon ſhould be preſerved 


and ſecured, was a meaſure, which not merely political wiſ- | 


dom, but generoſity itſelf required. He was placed upon 2 
Vor. II. 1795. * pinnacle, 
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pinnacle, expoſed to obſervation and to envy, Every ob- 
noxious. law, every ſevere meaſure, was executed in his 
name ; he was the point to which the voice of complaint, and 
the murmurs of the ſufferer, were naturally directed. In pro- 
tecting him from tlie dangers to which ſuch a ſituation was 
expoſed, it was to be conſidered how far the proviſions were 
ſuited to the purpoſe, He had formerly ſaid, and he till 
maintained, that this Bill turniſhed no new ſecurity to the 
king's perſon, although it took away from the ſecurity of the 
ſubject. He had . it, and would continue to oppoſe it 
with all his might, becauſe it moſt deeply affected the liberty 
and happineſs oi the ſubject, while, inſtead of contributing to 
the ſafety of the King, it brought him into the greateſt peril. 
Itf was a political axiom, of the higheſt wiſdom and the 
moſt undeniable truth, that the fewer the reſtraints that 
were impoſed upon a people, and the leſs that natural liberty 
was impaired in conſiſtency with the ſafety and the energy of 
government, the freer and happier were thoſe who lived 
under it. The more cool and cautious the conduct of the 
houſe, before they introduced new or juperfluous reſtraints into 
that ſyſtem where ſo few were to be found the better; before 
they engrafted ſevere penalties upon laws by which mild chaſ- 
tiſe ments had been enacted, cogent reaſons ſhould be ſtated, 
and the neceſſity proved. It was even wrong, upon flight 
pretences, to repeal any of thoſe old and reverend Jaws, 
which were entwined with the habits and the manners of a 
people, eſpecially thoſe ſtate laws which had been enacted 
equally for the ſafety of the prince, and the freedom of the 
people. At any rate, they were never to be altered without 
the ſtrongeſt proof that they were inadequate to the ends 
they propoſed, and to which they had been applied. It was 
not enough to be able to point at an alarming conjuncture, 
it was neceſlary to prove the exiſting laws unequal to avert 
the danger that was threatened ; and, in the aJoption of new 
laws, it was proper to conſider whether they guarded better 
againſt the evil than thoſe in exiſtence. | 
The great principles on which our forefathers proceeded in 
their criminal law, and eſpecially in the ftate law, were 
ſtrictly to obſerve theſe rules: F irt, preciſion, from the ne- 
glect of which ſo much confuſion and oppreſſion had on 
various occaſions ariſen, and from which our own hiſtor 
proved ſo much tyranny and injuſtice to have rg! 
The ſecond was, never to make the penalties of the law 
more ſevere than was neceſſary. The ſtatute of King Ed- 
ward III. diſplayed in an eminent degree this mild and bene- 
+ ficent 
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ficent diſpoſition. It was diſtinguiſhed by that conciſe and 
maje(iis ſimplicity by which our old enactments were cha- 
racterized. | hat ſtatute had two diſtinct and ſeparate ob- 
jecs; the ſafety of the King's perſon, and the ſtability of 
his government, in which all ſtate crimes, that ever- had 
exiſted, or that, in the range of imagination, could be 
conceived, were comprehended and provided for. Prior to its 
enactments, England was in that ſituation to which, by ſome 
ſtrauge and fatal folly or depravity, it ſeemed to be the in- 
tention of ſome to draw her back. Then there was no law 
to define the limits of guilt, and to contract the bounds of 
diſcretion. Every branch of allegiance, however trifling, 
at that dark æra involved a capital offence, and the miſguided 
enthuſialt was confounded with the malignant traitor. , very 
thing was faid to be treaſon which it ſerved the N of 
tyran y to lay hold of for the 2 of offence, or the 
ratification of paſFon. The ſtatute of Edward the Third, 
in the words of Chief Juſtice Hale, was enacted as a remedial 
law, to extinguiſh former oppreſſions, and to ſecure the ad- 
miniſtiation of pure and impartial 2 The words of it 
where, whoever ſhould, “ compais or imagine the King's 
death.” In the preſent Bill, a variety of new terms were 
intro:uced in addition to the ſimple expreſſion of King Ed- 
ward's ſtatute, than which none was better calculated for the 
rpoſe it had in view, or afforded a more complete ſecurity 
to the King aug his ſubjects. Perſons ignorant of the legal 
interpretation of the words, © compaſs and imagine, might, 
indeed, aſk, if ſtranger words could not have been uſed ; wn 
when they knew their import, they would be fatisfied that 
the words were of moſt appropriate ſignification, and that it 
was impoſſible to uſe expreſſions more general and compre- 
henſive. In the law language of that period, it was felony to 
compaſs or imagine the death of a fellow ſubject, but it 
was thought tao ſevere to make the crime equally great in the 
caſe of a ſubject, as in the caſe of the king, and it was laid 
aſide as to the ſubject. In proof of which he cited Foſter, 
193, as follows : | 
The ancient writers, in treating of felonious homicide, 
conſidered the felonious intention mani eſted by plain fas, 
not by bare words of any king, in the ſame light in any point 
of guilt, as homicide itfelf, The rule was valuntas reputatur 
pro facto. And while this rule prevailed, the nature of the 
ofterice was expreſſed by the term compa/ſing the death. 
This rule hath: been long laid aſide as too rigorous in the 
caſe of common Pins, But in the caſe of the King, Queep, 
2 an 
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and Prince, the ſtatute of treaſons hath, with great propriety, 
retained it in its full extent and rigour : and, in deſcribing the 
offence, hath likewiſe retained the ancient mode of expreſſion. 
„When a man doth compals or imagine the death of our 
lord the King, or of our lady his Queen, or their eldeſt fon 
and heir, and thereof be (provablement) upon ſufficient proof 
attainted of open deed by men of his condition.“ CHI 
To compals or imagine the king's death, therefore, had the 
ſame ſignification as in the common law when it concerned a 
private perſon; and the crime which the words import was 
treaſon in the caſe of the ſovereign. | | = 
The ſecond part of the Statute of Edward, he ſaid, con- 
ſtituted it to be treaſon to levy war in the realm againſt his 
Majeſty, or adhere to his enemies. "Theſe enactments were 
meant to defend the King in his royal capacity. The firſt 
obſervation that preſented itſelf was, Why was not the con- 
ſpiracy to levy war againſt the King High Treaſon? Cer- 
tainly, becauſe our benevolent anceſtors never outſtripped the 
neceſſity which demanded the regulation. If a murderous 
conſpiracy exiſted againſt the perſon of his Majeſty, there 
was no occaſion for external preparation to diſcover it. It 
lurked in the mind, and could execute its purpoſe without 
that force by which it might be expoſed. But when the mur 
derous intention exiſted in the levying of war, it was there 
left to be diſcovered by the acts, and the conſpiracy itſelf was 
not reckoned treaſon. (The Attorney General ſeemed to 
diſſent.) Mr. Erſkine begged the learned gentleman would 
not imagine that he had forgotten the elements and principles 
of Jaw, and that he would hear the doctrine ſtated clearly be- 
fore he expreſſed any opinion. He ſaid, that the ſtatute did 
not put theſe two treaſons upon the fame footing, and for two 
obvious reaſons. In the caſe where the perſon of the ſove- 
reign was concerned, the bare expreſſion of the intention was 
ſufficient ; becauſe the crime could be perpetrated without 
difficulty, and on that account required a more ſpeedy inter- 
ference of the Jaw, to prevent the intention being completed; 
When the levying of war was, however, againſt the King 
in his regal capacity, the ſame rapid interference of the law 
was not required, and the intention was to be more clearly 
_ evinced by acts before the ſtatute meant to ſuſtain the con- 
ſpiring alone an act of treaſon.” In the latter cafe, more 
force was neceſſary to effectuate the purpoſe. - The King was 
ſecured by his troops, by the- attachment of his people, and 
by the other means of defence, leſs jealouſy was thereſore 
' neceſſary, There muſt be an overt act to conſtitute the 
817 1 = . treaſon 
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treaſon, The ſtatute of Edward III. beſtowed every ſecurity 
which the ſituation would admit. It was to be conſidered | 
then what formed an overt- act. The intention to take away 
the King's life was a crime of which Hale obſerves, that 
it is impoſſible to be ſeen, or to be taken cognizance of, 
Where the intention could be {hewn to exiſt, it was Treaſon 
under the firſt branch of the ſtatute. No new ad could give 
greater ſecurity on that head than the ſtatute of Edward III. 
or contribute more effectually to the p miſhment of the of- 
fender. What was the overt- act, muſt be conſidered by the 
Judges. It muſt be laid in the indictment as the means by 
which the treaſon was to be perpetrated. The Judges only 
decided, indeed, what acts were in law overt-acts of treaſon; 
me Jury determined whether, though the as were eſtabliſhed 
in point of fact, the malignant intention exiſted. In atfert- 
ing that doctrine the whole law of England bore him out. 
A man might commit the overt-atis which the law recog- 
hized, and yet be found innocent, and it ought to be to.” 
Theſe doctrines were laid down in all the Stare trials which 
had occurred during the beſt times, In the caſe of Sir ſohn 
Frendand others, accuſed of conſpiring to levy war agaiuſt King 
Willam, the overt-acts were diſtinctly ſtated, Frend was 
clearly guilty, but Chief Juſtice Holt only ſtated the overt- 
act as proof of the compaſſing, and left the jury to pronounce 
upon the intention. Sir John interpoſed an obje tion in law, 
that his conſpiring, whatever might have been the conſe- 
quence, was not treaſon under the ſtatute of King Edward, 
though the completion of his deligns mult have involved the 
death of the King as an immediate effect, not as an event 
flowing from heaping conſtruction upon conſtruction, and 
conſequence upon conſequence. The overt-act charged in 
nis indictment, was the raiſing of troops in France, to aid 
the cauſe of the Pretender. Dr. Goldſmith had taken occaſion 
to ſay, that Frend made an excellent defence, but that Juſtice 
Holt was prejudiced. ' Mr. Erſkine denied the aflertion ; and 
he did it upon this ground. Sir John Frend faid that the 
troops were raiſed at his inſtance; - and that the purpoſe for | 
which they were raiſed was to levy war againſt the King; but . 
reſting his cauſe upon the intention not having been carried 
into effect, he'contended, that he was innocent of the charges. : 
To which Holt replied,” “ that if there was only a conſpi- a 
„ racy to levy war, it was not treaſon. It is only a ſubſtan- 
« tive treaſon, not a treaſon in the abſtract: but if the deſign 
« and confpiracy be either to kill the King, or to depoſe 
* him, or to impriſon him, or put any force or perſonal re- 
>> 5 #5 2 AG | 66 ſtrait 
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« ſtraint upon him by force, and the way of effecting theſe 
& purpoſes is by levying war, then the conſpirac and con- 
« ſultation to levy war for that purpoſe is high treaſon, though 
« no war be levied; for ſuch conſultation and conſpiracy is 
© an overt-act, proving the compaſſing the death of the 
« King.” He then goes on, © There may be a war levied 
« without any deſign upon the King's perſon, which, if actu- 
44 ally levied, is high treaſon; though purpoſing and deſign- 
« ing ſuch a levying of war was not fo.” To conſpire to 
levy any ſpecies of war, perſonally directed againſt the King, 
as to kill, dethrone, or impriſon him, is an overt-act, and 
can neither be demurred to, nor afford ground for an arreſt 
of judgment, but muſt go to a jury to decide on the tend- 
ency and motive. In that caſe it was obvious, if the Pre- 
tender had been reſtored, William III. would have been a trai- 
tor: afld therefore the intention to deſtroy him was clear, 
and the conſpiracy to levy war was the overt - act, which not 
being rebutted, the jury found Frend guilty, This being the 
cafe, how was he ſurpriſed to hear that the preſent Bill intro- 
duced no alteration in the exiſting law of treaſon? It at 
leaſt made this alteration, that, inffead of a plain ancient ſta- 
tute, inſtead of the old and known ſyſtem, it gave a new 
code, unexplained and indefinite. The ſtatute of King Ed. 
ward, notwithſtanding the conſtructions that had been at- 
tempted to be put upon it, had been fortified by the prece- 
dents of many years, and had been rendered in a great mea- 
jure clear and explicit: Whereas the preſent Bill went ts rob 
them of the limited application af theſe conſtructions, and 
again to plunge them in all the dangers of diſcretionary inter- 
pretation and legal ambiguities. He aſked, what, in the name 
of God, was meant. by ſuch a proceeding? A conſpiracy to 
levy war againſt the perſon of the ſovereign was an overt act 
of high trea:on under the firſt branch of the ſtatute of Edward 
the third, but it was extended by the preſent Bill, to all thoſe 
acts which under that ſtatute were not held to be treaſonable, 
'T he compaſſings, imaginations, devices &c. were by the Bill 
made a conſpiracy, not againſt the life of the King, but in 
any remote conſtruction declared to be treaſon. Even the 
pulling down of a kawdy-houſe, or any petty act whatever, 
might come under the treaſonable operation of the preſent 
Bill. A letter found in the cloſet of an individual, though 
not connected with any acts, and not immediately aiming at 

the _ of the King, would be conſtrued into a treaſonable 

act, and would it be maintained that the Bill made no alter» 
ation in the law of treaſon? 
Were 
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Were Gentlemen leſs ſecure of the Sovereign in his regal 
capacity at preſent than at any former period? Was there 
any deficiency of loyalty in the State, or was there any de- 
ficiency of military force to quell thoſe diſcontents which 
neceſſarily aroſe even in the beſt regulated governments? 
Had they not already every ſecurity for the (afety of the 
Sovereign, that could be obtained from laws and troops? 
Was it conſonant with juſtice or ſound policy, to harraſs the 
people with new and grievous reſtraints and wean their love 
from the perſon of the Monarch by arbitrary ſtatutes, at a 
period when every man ought to combine their affections 
around the throne | 

No law could more ſecurely or more effectually guard the 
perſon of the Sovereign than thoſe in exiſtence, which equally 
provided for prevention or for puniſhment. Every kind of 
levying war was embodied in this Bill ; and though formerly 
only reſtricted to the royal character, were to be reckoned 
treaſonable in future without limitation. For all theſe changes 
what principle was that that could pra {tated as a reaſon 
for ſuch dangerous proceedings? It was ſaid, that on the day 
on which his Majeſty was coming down to Parliament, to 
perform the moſt ſacred function of his regal office, he had 
been inſulted by a crowd, and that in this crowd a miſcreant 
wretch had been found, who had the dark malignity of heart 
to aſſault the coach of the King, and to bring his ſacred 
perſon into danger. He could not tell the exact amount of 
the evidence taken relative to the outrage againſt his Majeſty. 
But, good God! Was it neceſſary to enact new laws to 

uniſh ſuch an offence ? Muſt the old law of King Edward 
fil. in wnich the Engliſh nation felt ſo much honeſt pride and 
exultation, be aboliſhed and annihilated, upon pretence of an 
outrage which no enactment could prevent, but which the 
exiſting laws were perfectly adequate to puniſh ? Was not the 
throwing of the ſtone, by which the King's perſon was en- 
dangered, _a ſufficient overt-at? And if the abandoned 
wretch, by whom the act was committed, were to be appre- 
hended, could any one doubt the fate that would attend him; 
unleſs he could ſhew ſomething which might prove that the 
origingl intention which the action ſeemed to diſcover did not 
exiſt 1 ; | Ip 4 . 

He would call upon any man in the Houſe to ſay, that the 
laws ever were in one inſtance found inadequate to the 
| r of ſuch a outrage. In the trials at the Old 

alley laſt year, the queſtion was, whether the conſpiracy laid 
as the ayert-act, had any foundation? No overt-act had been 
8 4 alledged 
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alledged; as immediately aiming at the life of the Sovereign; 
end much as he differed on the point of law from ſome ex- 
planations of it which came from high authority, the Judges 
never had contended that a conſpiracy, or any thing leſs than 
an overt- act, could conſtitute high treaſon; and even after 
overt- acts were proved, they left it entirely to the Jury to 
judge of the intention of their authors, What then prompted 
the Houſe to put the life of the King in 4 different ſituation 
from that in which that of his predeceſſors had ſtood? What 
could tempt them to frame a Bill, comprehending an immenſe 
variety of new treaſons, and even conſtituting writing into an 
overt-act of treaſon? Why did they not adhere to the mode 
followed by their anceſtors, or why by dark and. ambiguous 
language pervert the eſtabliſhed nature of crimcs, and the 
known rules of evidence. If it was already underftood that 
writing was an overt-act, why was it not ſo expreſſed without 
doubt or equivocation? Why did not they ule the good old 
phraſe of our anceſtors, as proveebly attainted? or, if they 
were determined to create new ſubſtantive treaſons, why not 
permit the ſubject to be tried upon theſe treaſons by fair and 
legal evidence, without introducing terms of which it was im- 
poſlible to divine the meaning, or which, if they had any mean- 
ing, contained an inſult on the underſtanding and the feelings 
of Engliſhmen ? 

It was ſtated in the firſt enactment of the Bill, that it was 
treaſon not merely to intend the death of the King, but to 
depoſe him from his ſtile, honor, or kingly name of the im- 
perial crown of this realm, &c. He could not expreſs the 
aſtoniſhment the preamble of the Bill had filled him with. 
It was a libel on the beſt Parliaments of this country. It 
propoſed calling to mind the good and wholeſome proviſions 
which had at different times been made by the wiſdom of 
Parliament in former periods. What were theſe good and 
wheleſume precedents? They were precedents, reprobated 
by the beſt men who bad ever adorned this country, The 
- Statute of Edward I. was paſled, and was followed by that of 
Richard, which enacted, like the preſent, a variety of new 
treaſons; but, as was obſerved by Blackſtone, ** ſo little effect 
have over-violent laws to prevent any crime, that, within two 
| years after this new law of treaſon, reſpecting impriſonment 
and depoſing, this Prince was both depoſed and murdered.” 
The Statute of Henry IV. by which that of Richard and 
other ievere acts that had been made were repealed, ſays, that 


no mail was ſales or knew HO to ſpeak, ſay, or do, for fear of 
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theſe new conſtructions of treaſon, Severe laws had ever 
experienced a ſimilar fate. He referred the Houſe allo to the 
preamble of the firſt act of Queen Mary's reign, which ſtated 

as the ground and reaſon of the abolition of oppreſſive laws, 

the hardſhips to which they gave riſe, and declared that the 

ſafety of a ſovereign depended more on the love of his ſubjects 

than fear railed by ſevere penalties, 

He deprecated the idea of renewing, under the Houſe of 
Hanover, thoſe ſtatutes which at different periods had with 
ſound wiſdom been ſwept from our code. Moderation and 
lenity, he contended, formed the trueſt policy that could be 
followed; and, in fact, the law, ſo definite and mild, had 
always been found ſumcient, even in the moſt perilous times. 
In tae reign of William III. it was ſtrong enough to protect 
him even againſt the aſſaſſination plot, So in the reigns of 
George I. and II. it was found adequate to guard them, 
though aſſailed by rebellion and foreign. force united. On 
theſe trying occaſions it had never been ſuggeſted to make 
any alteration in the eſtabliſhed law of treaſon, known and 
venerated throughout the land; and ſuch was the attachment, 
he ſaid, of the country to that law, that many people exulted 
in the acquittals at the Old Bailey, Vecauſe they proceeded 
from a fair and broad conſtruction of the ſtatute of treaſons, 
though they condemned the conduct of thoſe who were tried, 
and thought them bad ſubjects. | 

Was it fit he would aſk that the Houſe ſhould at this time 
proceed to adopt me.ſures fo inconſiſtent with the principles 
of the revolution, which nothing in the preſent conjuncture 
appeared even to authoriſe, A ſimilar law had been cited, as 
an example, paſled in the reign of Charles the Second; the 
ſituation of that monarch was however not only very different 
from that of his preſent Majeſty, but the Bill, heavily penal 
as it was, did not obtain its object; and, perhaps, the odium 
of the latter part of his reign, and the expulſion of his race 
from the crown, was, ina great meaſure, to be attributed to 
it. Violent as the meaſure was, it thould be recollected, that 
it was preceded by an Act of Grace, almoſt univerſal, and that 
the King's father had been recently brought to the block, 
That Bill therefore paſſed in the madneſs ot loyalty in which 
men's minds were at the time of the reſtoration, and when 
they readily ſacrificed every conſideration of their own 
liberties and ſafety to pleate and iflatter their prince. A 
motion made in the Houſe by Sir Matthew Hale himſelf, 
for the Houſe to conſider the propriety of claiming ſome pro- 
viſion for their liberties, mer with the ſucce(s which ſimilar 
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motions juſt at preſent received; even Sir Matthew Hale was 
forced to deſiſt, overwhelmed with the clamours of the Houſe. 
Let the Houſe conſider what had been the effect produced by 
that very ſtatute of Charles the Second. His whole reign 
was filled with plots and conſpiracies. The people were 
divided into petitioners and abhorrers; and he was ſorry to 
trace the reſemblance in the diviſion, which in the preſent 
inſtance was attempted to be eſtabliſhed of petitioners and 
addreſſers. The only real plot, by which the life of the King 
was ſeriouſly endangered, was the Rye-houſe plot, and that 
was not diſconcerted by the operation of that law, but by mere 
accident. The reign of his preſent Majeſty and the reign 
of Charles were pretty ſimilar for the number of plots and 
, conſpiracies that were rumoured and filled a great part of the 
kingdom with alarm and apprehenſion, but in the reign of 
Charles, there was one plot more than in the reign of George 
the Third, viz. the Rye-houſe plot to which he had juſt 
alluded. How did the ſovereign eſcape from the machina- 
tions of the conſpirators who had a deſign againſt his -life ? 
low was his perſon defended from the hand of violence? Did 
that piece of paper fave him? No. He was ſaved by his 
houſe at Newmarket taking fire on the Wedneſday, whereas 
his aſſaſſins were not ready to ſhoot” him till the Friday. 
Where was the plot at preſent in exiſtence which could 
demand the enactment of a ſtatute? He was as ready as any 
man to adopt meaſures by which his Majeſty might be really 
ſecured. Againſt attacks however which might endanger 
the King's perſonal ſafety, no laws could . * 
There were, Mr. Erſkine ſaid, three claſſes of attack, by 
w hich his, Majeſty might perſonally be aſſailed. Revenge, 
which no part of the conduct of our amiable ſovereign 
ever could inſpire; infanity, which no laws could in- 
fluence ; and political enthuſtaſm, which legiſlative regula- 
tion could neither intimidate- nor controul, He could not 
hear juries ſlandered or accuſed of backwardneſs to convict 
men guilty of atrocities, as thoſe againſt whom the Bills was 
meant to guard, No man, he was convinced, who cou!d 
be proved guilty, would eſcape. The Bill even went to 
baniſh the ordinary expreſſions of loyalty and happineſs. It 
might be dangerous to venture out when the King-was paſs- 
ing along the. ſtreets, leaſt ſome circumftances ſhould ariſe in 
which even innocence might be involved. Good God! ex- 
claimed Mr. Erſkine, I cannot believe that his Majeſty, con- 
vinced as he mult neceſſarily be of the loyalty and attach- 
ment of his people, will ever give his approbation to a law, 
which, under the pretext of providing for his ſafety, contains 
a | a grols 
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a groſs and unfounded libel upon the character of his ſub- 
jecls. When it pleaſed God to remove from him the hand of 
affliction, what demonſtrations of loyalty and affection ap- 
peared in the metropolis, as his Majeſty paſſed to St. Paul's, 
to give thanks to heaven ſor his deliverance, One would 
have thought chat it was one great family rejoicing at the 
recovery of their common father. And, notwithſtanding all 
this tumult of congratulatory joy, notwithſtanding that 
banquet of affection, on which it is the fortune of the preſent 
monarch daily to feaſt, his miniſters would inſpire him with 


1 and diſtruſt; and inſtead of loud expreſſions of 


oyalty and love from his ſubjects, the gloomy and ſuſpicious 
filence that mark the reign of a tyrant, would prevail. An 
alarm is ſounded throughout the kingdom, and ſpies and 
informers echo back the cry. 

Amongſt the various prohibitions of the Bill, the ſecond 
enacting clauſe contained one calculated to ſtir up diſlike or 
contempt by preaching, or any other thing or things. He did 
not mean to criticiſe this phraſe ; nor could he conceive 
what theſe things were, unleſs the groans and the expreſſions 
of miſery, which the conduct of ſome men had brought upon 
the nation were meant to be alluded to. The puniſhments pro- 
vided by the Bill againſt theſe expreſſions of anguiſh and bitter- 
neſs of ſoul, he knew not where to look for. They were not 
to be found in any code; even the moſt tyrannical which 
cruelty had ever deviſed. It reſembled only the conduct of 
the tyrant of Syracuſe, as deſctibed by the poet: 


In the vaulted roof 

The Tyrant ſat, and throvgh a ſecret channel 
Collected every ſound ; heard each complaint 
Of martyr'd virtue; kept a regiſter 

Of fighs and groans, by cruelty extorted ! 

Noted the honeft language of the heart; 

Then on the victims wreak'd his murd'rous rage, 
For yielding to the feelings of their nature ! 


This was not, he ſaid, the way to render the people dutiful 
and affectionate. He was ſhocked to read the puniſhment 
which the Bill aſſigns to the crimes it forbids, He could not 
conceive from what quiver this arrow was ſhot. He did not 
look to any particular quarter, of the oppotite fide, If it 
was borrowed from Scotland, he would remark, that the law 
which inflicted that ſevere penalty, at which every humane 
breaſt muſt ſhudder, to which the people of that country had 
choſen to ſubmit, was paſied by a parliament which declared 
the king indefeaſible, hat, however, was ITY to 
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which the crime of miſdemeanor was by the Bill expoſed ? 
It was enough when 1t was already diſcretionary, tempered 
by the mild character of the laws of England, This dif- 
cretion was to be no longer confined to the fupreme judges, 
it was to be entruſted to every court of oyer and terminer, 
and to every peity judge. Suppoſe, for inſtance, a bookſeller 
were to be engaged in the publication 6! a book Which he 
never read, nor ſaw while it was printing, which thould be 
adjudged a libel, he would only be the tænant at will of the 
e e and for a ſecond offence, in which. no blame could 
be imputed to him, he might be exiled for ſeven years. 
Some notice, he obierved, had been taken uf an argument of 
his on a former occaſion, He had ſtated that the conſtitution 
of the government was jealous of the powers entruſted to the 
executive branches, and had not intended to throw imputa- 
tion upon any ſet, of magiſtrates, By the. preſent Bill the 
honour and liberty of Biitiſh ſubjects might be taken away 
for offences which it would hardly be decent to proſecute, 
Every low Magittrate might exerciſe this power without any 

adequate controul on his mind t. guard againſt its abuſe, 
The conſequences of paſling the Bills, which would ex- 
poſe innocent ſubjects to the information and to the treachery 
of ſpics, were d:cadful to be anticipated. He hoped, how- 
ever, that they would never paſs into laws. The voice, of 
the people would, he iruited, ſpeak ſo boldly, and fo firmly, as 
to compcl] miniſters to give up their deſign. He declared he 
was no advocate for rebellion ; but he wiſhed the nation to 
expreſs their diſapprobation ; and if the ſpirit of Engliſhmen 
remained, they would teſtify their indignation of the attempts 
made againſt their liberties. He hoped his Majeſty would 
not endanger his own perſon by the paſſing ſuch a law. Were 
he entitled to deſire an audience of him, he would repreſent 
to him the evils that would enſue; he would almoſt be 
tempted to throw off the forms of decency, and ruſhing into 
the royal preſence, conjure his Majeſty not to expole his 
people to ſuch opprethon, nor his own perſon and crown to 
ſuch danger. Ihe Bill was a warning for men to fly from 
the ſight of their fellow creatures, to ſhun the pleaſures of 
ſocial intercourſe, Suſpicion was let looſe. to poiſon the 
ſources of happineſs ; freedom of ſpeech was abclithed, con- 
hdence and harmony for ever annihilated. | | | 
According to the law of libel, as lately amended and ex- 
plained, the jury were judges of what was. a libel, as well as 
the inienticn of the author. That doctrine, approved and 
applauded as it had been, however, might ſoon be ſuperſeded 
by the operation of the preſent Bill, which might limit and 
| controul 
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controul the eſtabliſhed privileges of the jury, and deprive 
the people of that laſt barrier, by which their liberties were 
defended. The ſeverity of the puniſhment was only to be 
ſoſtened by the lenity of the magiſtrate; a power, which, 
as the conſtitution never hitherto beitowed, without a watch- 
ful jealouſy, would never be exerciſed without danger to the 
ſubject. He would therefore oppoſe the Speaker's leaving 
the Chair, and the farther progreſs of a Bill, which he deem 
of ſuch dangerous tendency. | 

The Attorney. General began his reply with obſerving, that 
the long and eloqueat ſpeech which the houſe had: juſt heard, 
though certainly in, many parts appolite, was, he need 
ſcarcely remind the houſe, rather directed againſt the pro- 
viſions than againſt the principle of the Bill; that was not the 
proper ſtage for diſcuſſing the oljections which his learned 
friend had urged with fo much ingenuity and energy; they 
could only have been properly advanced and metin the Com- 
mittee. he preſent point of deciſion was not whether there 
was ambiguity in any particular clauſe or paſſage of the Bill, 
nor whether the penalties inflicted were too ſevere, but whe- 
ther the principle was ſuch as ſhould induce them to ſend the 
Bill to a Committee. However neceſſary it might be for 
him to reply to particular parts of that ſpeech, when the Bill 
ſhould be to be debated paragraph by paragraph, he would 
then chiefly conſider how far it would be neceſſary to examine 
the proviſions in order to amend them. The preſent Bill, 
as far as it related to the penalties of high treaſon, he ſhould 
contend, was neither more nor leſs than an act declaratory 
of the law of Edward the Third; in that ſenſe as an ex- 
planatory and declaratory act, all candid and wiſe men muſt; 
deem it to be of conſiderable ſervice, and particularly ne- 
cella;y at the preſent time. Could any man undertake to 
deny that it would be of infinite ſervice for parliameat to 
pals a declaratory law, which would determine whether the 
different judicial deciſions for a hundred years back up to 
the preſent day were or were not juſt expoſitions of that ſta- 
tute, No meaſure could be of higher importance or utility 
than that it ſhould be declared diſtinctly, what were the juit 
interpretations of a law which affected directly the being and 
lufety of the ſtate, and of every individual under it. 

His learned friend had almoſt admitted that the preſent Bill 
would not bear out the ſtatute of treaſon of the 25th of Ed- 
ward III. from which opinion he differed moſt completely; 
he had never known a meaſure more eſlertial ſince the ſorma- 
tion of that ſtatute than the preſent, inaſmuch as it more 
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elcarly defined and explained the purport, meaning, and intent 
of that ſtatute, while it moſt ſtrictly followed the letter and 
ſpirit of it. 

He faid, he had paid a general attention to the petitions - 
which had been laid upon the table againſt the Bills, and, 
from the declarations of his learned friend, he underſtood, that 
his learned friend followed the general propoſitions laid down 
in thoſe petitions, that the law of treaſons was not only fully 
adequate to the prevention and puniſhment of the crime of 
treaſon ; but that, under the plain letter of the law as it 
ſtood ar preſent, it was fo explicit and r = ne as to ad- 
mit no miſconſtruction. Here again he differed with his 
learned friend; becauſe if the law of treaſon, according to 
the 25th of Edward III. be fo clear, explicit, and intelligible, - 
what occaſion was there for the learned gentleman, in the 
year 1795, to deſire the Houſe to look to all the judicial ex- 
poſitions that had been put upon it? He agreed with him, that 
all judicious expoſitions of the law were to be looked at with 
Jealouſy, particularly thoſe upon the law of treaſon ; becauſe 
every queſtion of treaſon was that which immediately affected 
the being of an individual; he begged his learned friend to 
recollect alſo, that the ſtatute of the 25th of Edward III. had 
provided, that in all queſtions of doubt and uncertainty, an 
appeal ſhould be made to parliament for a more definite and 
ſatisfactory expoſition; it was upon this principle that the 
preſent Bill had been introduced; a fuller and fairer expoſi- 
tion had previouſly been the ſubject of an inqueſt in that 
Houſe, it had alſo been the ſubject of a trial in the Houſe of 
Lords, the deciſions upon which ſubiects were carried into 
effect by the third branch of the conſtitution, the executive 
government, videlicet, the King. According to the declara- 
tion of his learned friend, the 3 of the 15th of Edward 
III. was fo plain, that thoſe who run might read, and thoſe 
who read might uncerſtand; when, however, he recollected 
the many and the various conſtructions that had been put 
upon that ſtatute, how many different deciſions had been 
given upon that paſſage upon levying war, and when he 
remembered all the diſtinctions taken between actual and 
conſtructive war, he could not coincide. He, therefore, 
thought it a wiſe, a prudent and a neceſſary act of the legiſla- 
ture, to paſs a declaiatory law, like the preſent, upon that 
ſtatute, inaſmuch as it muſt tend to the health of the common 

weal, and to the ſafety of the ſubject, in proportion as it 
rendered a ſtatute ſo highly praiſed leſs ambiguious. 

That 
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That parliament had been referred to in all ages ; not only 
for the enactment of new laws, but for the declaration of 
old ones, and that the law of treaſons required ſuch a decla- 
ration no man could controvert. Lord Hale had ſaid, in his 
judical expoſitiog of treaſons, Let no man ſuppoſe that 
theſe treaſons are not explained by the ſtatute of Edward III.“ 
So it was neceſſary that parliament ſhould more diſtinctly and 


immediately deſcribe what is, and what is not treaſon, by 


giving notice that that ſtatute would attach to ſuch and ſuc 
crimes : and upon the ſame principle did Bord Hale ſay, in 
his obſervations upon the ſtatute of Richard II. that the ima» 
gination of the depoſition of the King was included ia the 
language of Edward III. He was ready to admit that no man 
could heſitate to adopt the language of Mary, as applied to 
the bloody acts of Henry VIII. but he mult totally deny 
the application of it to the preſent ſubject of debate. 

He was at a loſs whether he ſhould, or ſhould not, accord 
with the expoſition of the ſtatute of Edward III. that to com- 
paſs or imagine the depoſition of the King was an a& of 
high treaſon. If it ſhould happen that he who argued the 
depoſition of the King to be an act of high treaſon, was, 
notwithſtanding, doubtful, whether it was ſo comprehended 
in that ſtatute, then he would aſk, whether it was not fit to 
have ſome declaratory law upon that ſubject ? 

Mr. Attorney General reminded the Houſe that he had 
been called upon to diſcharge 'an arduous and painful duty in 
the courſe of the ſtate trials, as he had before ſtated ; he, on 
that occaſion, gave it decidedly as his opinion, that he who 
compaſſes or imagines the depoſition of the King, compaſſes 
or imagines the King's death, Contrary opinions having, how- 
ever, been entertained upon that queſtion, he thought ic highly 
neceſſary that all doubts reſpecting it ſhould be ſet at reſt. 
He ſaid, he had the authorities of the juſtices Hale, Foſter, 
and Holt, and a ſpecial verdict which was followed by exe- 
cution to confirm his opinion. He obſerved his learned friend 
ſhook his head on hearing this. To obviate all tedious 
altercation, was it not therefore fit, ſince the law ſo evidently 
remained indefinite and obſcure, that, according to tie ſtrong 
exhortation of the ſtatute of Edward III. itſelf, the parlia- 
ment ſhould decide? His learned friend had ſuppoſed a caſe, 
upon which he argued, that, to reſtrain the King would not 
be an act of high treaſon ; and it was perfectly obvious, that 
there might be an intention to maim, bruite, or wound, im. 
priſon, or compel the King, againſt bis will, without ant 
actual intention of killing him, and conſequently the my 
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would not attach. Tt [was, however, by the natural reaſon of 
the probable conſequences that the ſtatute muſt be under- 
ftocd; and thus it was that Lord Hale included the compall- 
ing or imagining the depoſition of the King within the meaning 
of the ſtatute. In the caſe of Sir Jos Frend, Treby ſays, 
for he wis ſitting by Lord Chief- 

that the Lord Chief Juſtice informed the jury, if they had no 
evidence that the deſendant compaſſed or imagined the King's 
death, but confined his intentions ſolely to the depofition, he 
came within the penalty of the ſtatute, and was guilty of 
high treaſon. He confeſſed himſ-If to be preciſely of the 
fame opinion; for alhough Sir John Frend had previouſly 
fo arranged matters, that King William ſhould have been 
merely diſpoſſeſſed of the throne of this realm, and have 
been ſuffered to eſcape unhurt to Holland, Jets he would fay 
diſtinctly that.it was treaſon. The law had been ere 
that either to maim, bruiſe, or to wound the perſon of the 
King, was an overt act of treaſon; Lord Chiet-Juſtice Holt 
would have called it a ci;cumfſtance of evidence. He fur- 
ther ſupported his opinion by the caſes of Hardwicke and 
Lord Lovat, and then aſſerted that the ſingle queſtion for 
the Houſe would be, to inform the people what tue Jaw of 
treafon was. Taking it for” granted that the law did not 
Rand in the Act of Edward as it did in the preſent Bill, 
(which he muſt utterly deny) for the ſafety of the ſubject, 
it became abſolutely neceſſary that it ſhould be ſo made; 
and not for the ſafety of the fubje&t only, but for the ſafety 
of the ſtate; of that ancient and venerable ſtructure which 
they had inherited from their anceſtors, and which they were 
bound, at leaſt to endeavour to hand down unimpaired to 
their poſterity : they oaght to preſerve it from the attacks 
of the {ociettes of affiliated democrats, from the machinations 
of wicked clubs, who, with induſtry and every ſpecies of 
art, were endeavouring to Circulate their doctrines of equa- 
lity ; doctrines which were publiſhed in ſuch a manner, that 
it was impoſſible al moſt to ſtop their progrets ; and prin- 
ciples which, by diſſeminating diſcontent, led to the total 
overthrow of the conſtitution. 

The Attorney General adverted once more to the ſtate 
trials, a ſubje ct which he decjared he did not wiſh to intro- 
duce into that Houſe oftner than circumſtances rendered ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. Though a traiterous conſpiracy was not 
proved, what, he would aſk, did the ftate trials prove? It 
wight be ſaid, they proved the innocence of the perſons pro- 
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ſecuted z did they not, however, leave the impreſſion. upon 
every man's mind (he confeſſed they did on his) that a con- 
ſoiracy againſt the conſtitution did exiſt, If he thought ſo, 
if it was the genuine impreſſion on the minds of men in ge- 
neral that ſuch was the fact, ſome meaſure was abſolutely 
neceſſary to meet and prevent the danger and its conſe- 
quences. If neceſſary, ought he not to think it his duty to 
offer ſome meaſure to the conſideration of the Houſe and 
the nation. at large? Such then were his ſentiments, his 
duties, and ſuch his conduct from a ſenſe of thoſe duties 
and if the time ſhould come, that gentlemen find they bad 
laid down indolent and ſupine, in the midſt of reſtleſs ac- 
tivity ; if gentlemen ſhould find, too late, that they had fac 
without caution or fear, whilſt their habitatians were tumbl - 
ing around them; if they ſhould find that theſe republican: 
ſpoders had deſtroyed their property; nay, if thoſe who had 
no property, but had that proud and important pyſſeſſion, 
the liberty of a Briton, ſhould find their conſtitution crumbled 
in the duſt by theſe political levellers; they would then ac- 
knowledge the guardian care of thoſe who attempted to 
arreſt the threatened evils; and poſſibly be not thankleſs 
even for his efforts, in attempting to produce a law which 
bears another text from that of Edward, and may provide 
againſt caſes which have never yet happened in t _ 
of judicial adjudications; when the treaſon ſtalking abroa 
was not Britith but French treaſon, derived from that baneful 
ſource, which muſt poiſon every place to which it commu- 
nicated, When it likewiſe became neceſſary to provide 
barriers for the life and ſafety of the beſt of Princes; not 
more renowned for his virtues as a monarch, than eſteemed 
for his conduct and character as a man; and when it was 
alſo neceſſary to throw round the conſtitution . theſe general 
enactments which might explain the delinquency and the 
puniſhment, and which looked more to prevention than to 
penalty. Upon ſuch grounds he felt the obligation to intro- 
duce the pretent law. A | 
Another argument in favour of his declaration, he adduced 
from the commitment of Frith, the maniac, by the late Lord 
Chancellor, as guilty of high treaſon; not becauſe Lord 
Thurlow could imagine that a ſmall pebble was likely to kill 
the King, but becauſe it was marked by circumſtances of 
peril, which at firſt indicated a treaſonable intention, On the 
ſuppoſition, however, that it was not the law of the country, 
and, independent of any connexion with the ſocieties, 
aſked whether there was an inſtance of a ſimilar attack upon 
Voz-ll. 1795. the 
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the ſovereign with that made the firſt day of the ſeſſion; or 
whether there had ever been known a circumſtance that more 
earneſtly called upon Parliament to explain the law of trea- 
ſon, and propoſe new proviſions? | 

With regard to the obſervations of his learned friend upon 
depoſing his Majeſty of his ſtyle, title, or honour, if the 
expreſſion was inaccurate, it might be amended in the Com- 
mittee ; amidſt the maſs of profeſſional matter in which his 
Jearned friend was engaged, he did not wonder that he ſhould 
forget ſuch words were a part of every ſtatute of high treaſon ; 
and that in the reign of William, it was held a juſt expoſi- 
tion of that Act, that thoſe perſons were guilty of high trea- 
ſon, who, without any intention of killing that King, in- 
tended to ſend him back to the continent, to fill the {tation 
he formerly held there. | | 

His learned friend's objections to the clauſe about com- 
paſling to tevy war did not, he declared, appear to him ſuf- 
ficient to bear out his argument. Were it practicable to avoid 
the difficulty, he owned he ſhould rejoice at it; the paſſages 
he was inclined to think might be improved, and thence con- 
cluded, that the objections warranted the ſending the Bill to a 
Committee. His learned friend had found fault with the 
overt acts. He ſaid, he had not forgotten the trial of Sydney, 
by which, to the diſgrace of the —— that unfortu- 
nate man was condemned; he would undertake to make that 
part of the Bill clear in the Committee. With reſpect alſo 
to the learned gentleman's objection, that the words, © prove- 
« ably attainted” ſhould have been uſed, he had only to ſay, 
that the ſpirit and intention was preſerved, though there was 
not ſuch a compliment paid to the language of former times 
as to preſerve the literal expreſſion. For his own part, he 
confeſſed he was not wedded to words; it ſhould be obferved, 
however, that it was there expreſsly declared, that the per- 
ſon arraigned muſt be convicted on the teſtimony of two law- 
ful and credible witneſſes. | 

With reſpect to miſdemeanours, it was, he reminded the 


Houſe, the maxim of a wiſe and learned man, „ that 


lenity of puniſhment inſured the obſervance of the laws;” 
this, as a general principle, he agreed to; and he alſo 
thought that, in a ſingle inſtance, the puniſhment for a miſ- 


demeanour was already ſufficiently ſevere; and inſtanced a 


caſe in the 11th vol. of State Trials, where his learned friend, 
now a noble and learned Lord, æ but then acting as Attorney 


Lord Thorlow in Horne's Caie in 1977, 


' ** General, 
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General, had felt no difficulty in calling for a fine, impri- 
ſonment, and judgment of the pillory, though the libel upon 
record was not like” the modern publications, a libel on the 
goverament and conſtitution of the country, and degrading 
to the moſt ſacred and honourable characters, but merely a 
libel concerning the adminiſtration of the affairs of the king- 
dom. With reſpect to the firſt offence under this Statute, he 
obſerved, a miſdemeanour was liable to be puniſhed by com- 
mon law, nor was any new conſtruction given, The mode 
of convicting, provided by the preſent Bill, was more ſa- 
vourable to the defendant than heretofore; by the exiſting law, 
one witneſs was ſufficient to convict a man, by the preſent 
Bill the ſame ſpecies of evidence as in caſes of high treaſon . 
was rendered indiſpenſibly neceſſary, viz. the concurrent 
teſtimony of two witneſſes. | 
The queſtion then was, would they puniſh, other than by 
the law of King Edward, a malicious and wilfull repetition 
of ſeditious practices, and thoſe of a new fort, and which 
before the year 1791 were unheard of? About the latter end 
of the year 1791, a ſyſtem of opinions and of action per- 
fectly novel Smeg up in this country; in conſequence, meet- 
ings were formed upon a new principle of aſſociation, in 


which, as his learned friend, Mr. Grant, had oblerved the 
other evening, in a ſpeech that would be remembered fo long 


as the deliberations of that Houſe ſhould be remembered, the 
machinations of a few individuals, leagued together like thoſe 
who produced the French revolution, circulated thoſe livels 
which, in their nature and extent, required ſome reſtrictions. 
The government of this and every other country, he conti- 
nued, was founded on opinion; and who was there in that 
Houſe who did not remember that only ten years fince the 
conſtitution was conſidered as the ſource of every bleſſing, the 
ſecurity of all private happineſs, the cauſe of all public refpeR, , 
the pride and boaſt of the natives, the enyy and admiration 
of foreigners, and the finelt example of practicalliberty that 
| human ingenuity and wiſdom ever contrived, He cared not, 
he ſaid, whether this love of the people for their government 
was reaſon or prejudice; it was allowed by writers of autho- 
rity, that it afforded the people more comfort in private life, 
and more political freedom, than any other conſtitution in 
exiſtence ; nay, it aimed at liberty to ſuch an extent, that 
nothing bat experience of its efficacy could beat down the 
opinion of former philoſophical politicians, that ſo great a de- 
gree of liberty was inconſiſtent with a ſtate of civil ſociety. 
The new Republicans, however, had thought proper ſyltem- 
K 2 | atically 
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atically to deſtroy the -reverence of the people for their go- 
vernment; it became their principle to write down every thing 
that was ſacred and valuable in foctety; to render perſons in 
authority and their functions odious and contempt.ble, in 
order to deſtroy them; in fine, to humble that honeſt pride 
which ſwelled in the breaſts of Britons, and labour to fill the 
boſons of a once happy people with dejeRion, repining, and 
diſcontent : not ſatisfied with vending their banefuf pamphlets 
in the ordinary way, they courted the ſtudy of the lower 
claſſes, by ſpreading cheaply or gratuitouſly before them thoſe 
poiſons which they had deſigned to infuſe under the pretence 
of reform. They found out that the King could do no good, 
and contrary to the great conſtitutional maxim which upheld 
and adorned "the ſtate,” that the King could do no wrong, 
they aſſerted that the King could do no right. They laughed at 
hereditary government as ah uſurpation; and thoſe very per- 
ſons who were at this time extolling the Bill of Rights, de- 
clared it was nothing but a Bill of Wrongs, and a ſcandalous 
compact between the King and a proud ariſtocracy. Every 
part of the conſtitution, which they at preſent pretend to 
reverence for intereſted purpoſes, was then the object of their 
ſlander and reviling. He hoped, however, the people would 
rally round their old and excellent conſtitution; he hoped 
that the lower and uninformed claſſes of ſociety would not 
ſuffer their ignorance to be made a prey to the ambition of 
others moie artfu] than themſelves; he hoped that they would 
not be led away by the deluſive viſions of political ſpeculation, 
but that they would ſupport that conſtitution which experience 
had proved to be practically good; which did not, as deſign- 
ing machinators pretend to do, conſider men as perfect cha- 
racters, againſt whoſe paſſions and prejudices no check was to 
be oppoſed : No; the conftitution of England looked at man 
as he was in life, as that imperſe& creature which God and 
nature made him, ſubject to paſſions which muſt be regu- 
lated, and to vices that muſt be controuled. It ſurveyed the 
King, that cement and center of the ſtate, with eyes of al- 
tection: though its wiſdom confeſſed that he was but a man; 
it endowed him with bigher qualities and aGgned them to 
him in legal fiction, which tended to ennoble him in the minds 
of the people, | | 

Immortality, ubiquity, and perfect goodneſs, were the 
attributes of the king: he could never die: he cduid do no 
wrong; he was every where preſent by his ſervants ; and 
be was the fountain of honour and of mercy. This did not 
ariſe from any extravagant idea that he loſt his nature as a 
h man 
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man when he became a king, but by a generous reverence ia 
the minds of the people. Their loyalty admitted that fiction 
which contributed to the health and ornament of the ftate. 
Although the conſtitution placed the king on an eminence, it 
took care that he ſhould be practically ſerviceable to the 
country; for good purpoſes it clothed him with duty; it 
aided him wth counſels; it allotted him counſellors, reſponſi- 
ble for their advice, Knowing that he was but a weak hu- 
man body, it ſurrounded him with props, and rendered him 
as far as poſſible politically perſect. 

Such were the monarchy and © conſtitution of England, 
ſuch the people's government and happineſs, when there 
poured in upon the land a ſet of men, whole pretext was 
reform, but whoſe deſign was plunder. All the objects of 
the people's love and veneration were rendered ſaſpecied, and 
odious in their eyes; and a new ſyſtem introduced, which 
being theoretically captivating, had deluded the people from 
the contemplation of the practical benefits which they en- 
joyed in their own ſtate, The protecting caution of our 
anceſtors had not foreſeen the introduction of ſuch ſyſtems ; 
they therefore could not, by any law which they could then 
have made, have prevented the danger. The infuſion of 


political poiſon, by publications ſo numerous and fo knotted, 


could not be guarded againſt by the laws which we derived 
from them; and he would not ſcruple to aſſert, that unleſs 
the legiſlature would aid the Jaw, no individual proſecution 
would be effectual. What part was he to act at preſent as 
Attorney General ? Let any gentleman walk down the 
Strand, (he had no ſecrets on the ſubje&,) and ſtop at any of 
the pamphlet ſhops, he would find tnem full of ſeditious pub- 
lications, What then was he to do? Was he to proſecute 
every book in the ſhops ? In the courſe of three years, there 
had been more proſecutions in the court of King's Bench 
for libels than in the preceding 20 years ; but what effect 
had theſe proſecutions ? Only to multiply the offences. Al- 
ready the courts had feritenced ſome of the publiſhers, who 
had been convicted, to three years impriſonment for the firſt 
offence, and two years for the ſecond, and yet they were 
not deterred, He fincerely believed it would be found that 
many publiſhers had been ſo often guilty, that the duration of 
their whole !ife would not be ſufficiently long to meet the 
length of increaſed and additional puniſhment. He doubted 


what principle of puniſhment would fatisfy. If theſe libels 


were not ov-rt acts of treaſon in themſelves, they were pro- 
jects of the offence, which if not checked in time no remedy 
| could 
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could cure, He aſked a right honourable gentleman, why 
he had declined delivering his opinion upon the objects of the 
ſocieties, when called upon for that purpoſe by his learned 
friend, (Mr, Grant) who' had given his opinion on the ſub- 
jeQ z eſpecially when he had ſaid, that they were leſs dange- 
rous than before. He re- aſſerted that ſimilar laws had been 
enacted in the reigns of Charles Il, King William, and 
Queen Anne, and fo great was the evil at preſent, that a ne- 
cetlity did exiſt for new and extraordinary meaſures: and it 
was an admitted principle in morality, as weil as politics, 
that the thing which neceſſity compels, is ſanctified. As 
far as reſpected treaſon, this act was only declaratory of the 
ſtatute of Edward; if it did alter it, that alteration went to 
remedy an exiſting evil, and was juſtified by neceſſity. If 
the Bill ſhould not paſs into a law, and thoſe machinators 
were left to purſue their deſigns, every order of the ſtate 
would be deſtroyed ; all the reſpectable perſons in high, in 
middling, and in low life, would be involved in the general 
ruin. Ine ſafety of the people, he contended, was more 
implicated than the ſafety of the ſovereign, and “ Salus 
populi ſuprema lex.” He concluded with ſaying, that the 
preſent Bill, after ſome alterations in the Committee, would 
be found unexceptionable, and the only preventive againſt 
the evils of ſedition; againſt the deſigns of thoſe who wiſhed 
to eradicate every principle of religion from the minds of the 
people, and deſtroy their attachment to every exiſting poli- 
tical inſtitution in the country. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, it did not appear to him from what he had 
heard, that there was any thing-very auſpicious to the freedom 
of the people of this country to be expected from the progreſs 
of the Bill before the Houſe. The learned gentleman, had 
began his ſpeech with finding fault with his learned friend 
(Mr. Erſkine) for having blended the two Bills in argument 
on the preſent occaſion. "Though his honourable friend had 
ſpoken at conſiderable length, and with an effect which he 
truiled would not eaſily be forgotten, and though the two 
Bills, in their component parts, might be traced to the ſame 
principle, and conſidered as the reſult of a connected attempt 
on the liberties of the country, he called upon the Houſe to 
recollect that his honourable friend had ſpoken moſt diſtinctly 
to the Bill then before the Houſe, and alſo on the ſyſtem which 
minilters had lately adopted for the purpoſe of ſubverting the 
liberties of the people of England. In this his learned friend 
was perfectly right, becauſe the charge he made was 1 4 
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He ſpoke of one in conſequence of the conneCtion which it 
evidently had with the other; they were both branches of the 
fame ſyſtem, which miniſters had adopted againſt the liberties 
of the people; and he mult ſay again, that, from the manner 
in which the learned gentleman had taken up the ſubject, it 
did not give him the moſt favourable opinion of the; manner 
in which this buſineſs was intended to be conducted by its 
adyocates ; by the ſpecimen he had witneſſed, he was not led 
to expect any great candour. 

The bufinels then before the Houſe undoubtedly was, the 
nature of the preſent Bill; he hoped however he was not 
miſtaken when he expected that Parliament would conſider 
that the preamble of a Bill and its enactment were two ſepa- 
rate and diſtinct things. If that were true with reſpect to a 
Bill that originated in that Houſe, did it not more emphatically 
apply to a Bill that originated in the other Houſe of Parliament ? 
and if the Bill then under confideration not only came from 
another Houſe of Parliament, but came alſo from perſons who 
were ſuſpected of not being attached to the beſt principles of 
our conſtitution, upon that view only, if there had been no 
other, he was deſirous that the Bill ſhould be rejected; 
becauſe he could not help thinking that the Houſe would do 
well to confider the ſtate of the country, to watch with 
anxious care, and conſtitutional jealouſy, every thing that 
tended to abridge the rights of the ſubject, and then conſider 
the ſtate of publick affairs, and adopt ſome meaſure for its 
ſafety, if, upon mature deliberation, ſome meaſure ſhould be 
found to be neceſſary. 5 

To him Mr. Fox ſaid there had appeared to be one way of 
conſidering a Bill which could not fairly be objected to; that 
was to attend to the preamble of it. He had flattered himſelf 
that he knew ſomething of the Bill from ſome recollection 
its contents; however the ſpeech of the learned gentleman 
had ſtaggered him; certainly the ſpeech he had heard bore no 
reſemblance to the ideas = had entertained of the Bill. 
From one part of that ſpeech a perſon, who was a perfect 
ſtranger to the Bill, would have thought che Bill was a de- 
_ Claratory law on the crime of treaſon, and on the meaning of 
the ſtatutes which defined it. He ſhould have expected to 
have heard read as an introduction to the Bill, words to this 
effect: Whereas doubts have ariſen reſpeQing the law as 
it now ſtands with regard to the crime of treaſon; be it de- 
clared, &c.” Inſtead of this, he only found that reference 
Was had, and loote, very looſe, comments made on what had 
| recently 
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recently happened, and on facts which had lately been brought 
forward in a Court of Juſtice, The learned gentleman had 


done no more than this, and then apprared to inſinuate, to 
render the Bill a little leſs diſguſting, that it was intended to 
de only temporary. He would aſk, if the Bill was to be 
temporary, where was the propriety in making it of a de- 
claratory nature? A declaration muſt be either true or falſe : 
truth was eternal: if therefore, the Bill depended upon the 
truth of its declaration, it ſhould not be a Bill paſſed for a 
temporary purpoſe, but ought to be made a permanent law. 
This however was not the caſe with reſpect to the preſent 
Bi!l; it was made uſe of as an argument for the moment, 
to take it in that light by way of juſtification to its enact- 
ments; but the Bill itſelf was only an experiment to try 
bow the people would bear it. If any part of the learned 
gentleman's ſpeech was attempted to be oppoſed to the 
reaſoning of his learned friend, (Mr. Erſkine) by way of 
anſwer or refutation, it was that which. related to the 
_ conſtruction that had been put from time to time by 

Judges on the ſtature of the 25th of Edward III. Was the 

Bil a meaſure to ſet that queſtion at reſt, as the learned 
entleman had ftated it? Was ſuch a declaration neceſlary ? 
i the learned gentleman thought ſo, would it not be neceſ- 
fary to bring in a Bill to make that declaration explicit ? 
Upon the neceſſity of making that declaration he might agree 
with the learned gentleman, „That the declaration of the 
learned gentleman and mine upon that Jaw would be different, 
I bave, faid Mr. Fox, as little doubt as that we differ upon 
this; but the Bill ſurely cannot be conſidered in the light of 
2 declaration, becauſe it is temporary, and ſays nothing upon 
treaſon as to the levying of the war.” With regard to the 
Act of Edward III. he muſt make a diſtinction between an 
attack upon the n. ure and political power of the King, He 
could eaſily conceive that any perſon, who ſhould be guilty of 
an attack on the natural lite of the King, that was to ſay, 
who had, by overt- act, proved that he compaſſed or imagin- 
ed his death, ſhould be ſubject to the higheſt penalty of the 
law; and yet an attempt at the dectruction of the political 
power of the King ſhould only be deemed guilty of a miſ- 
demea our. He knew it was a popular argument, he had con- 
verſed with many who urged it, and ſaid, + Why, is it not ab- 
ſurd to ſay you will guard the natural life of the King, 
which, in a conſtitutional point of view, cannot be more im- 


portant than the political power of the King, more than 4 
Ranges; 
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will guard that political power?” In his opinion that argu- 
ment was wholly fallacious ; becauſe the laws of a ſtate were 
not to be governed by the ideas of guilt, and in proportion 
to our feelings as to the miſchief which might poſſibly enſue, 
but in proportion to the difficulty or facility with which the 
object might be attacked. It was in this laſt view that the 
wiſdom of our anceſtors had framed the law of Edward III. 
They had aid, that he who ſhall, by overt act, prove that he 
compaſſed or imagined the natural death of the King, ſhould 
be guilty of high treaſon. Why? not becauſe the natural 
life of the King could be more conſtitutionally important than 
the political power of the Kingly office, but becauſe the death 
of the King could be accompliſhed by one man who was 
wicked enough to determine on it ; and this he could do in 
an inſtant with a piſtol or a dagger, or in any other way ; 
and therefore the legiſlature had done wiſely to declare that 
he who ſhould compaſs or imagine the death of the King 
ſhould be guilty of high treaſon. To ſuch an act there ought 
to be the higheſt poſſible penalty annexed. 

He faid, he was ready to admit the King's perſon was not 
ſo well guarded as he could wiſh, but it was as ſtrongly 
guarded as it was poſſible to guard it by law, Guards of 
another deſcription, indeed, he might have, but nothing of 
that ſort was propoſed by the preſent Bill; and he truſted 
they never would be propoſed by 2 becauſe it 
would be highly unconſtitutional, ith regard to the po- 
litical power of the King, he muſt obſerve, that although, 
conſtitutionally ſpeaking, that was a ſtill dearer object to 
them, yet there was no neceſſity of guarding it in the ſame 
manner; becauſe the deſtruction of the political power of the 
King could not be effectually attacked by one man, nor 
could it be accompliſhed, like the other, in one moment. 
Levying war for the deſtruction of government could not be 
the act of one ſingle man, it muſt be the act of multitudes ; 
it muſt, indeed, be a ſequence of acts, upon which a govern- 
ment might wait with ſafety until ſomething was done, in- 
ſtead of declaring that the compaſſing or imagining conſti- 
tuted the guilt as the law declared in the other caſe. The 
difference was, in the one caſe the King might be aſſaſſinated 
by a ſingle individual in a moment, whereas the conſtitution 
could not be aſſaſſinated but by a ſeries of acts committed by 
a multitude of perſons ; that was the reaſon why our anceſters 
had made an attack upon the life of the King, a different of- 
tence from that of an attempt to ſubvert the Monarchy, 

Vol. II. 1795. L Mr, 
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Mr. Fox having thus obſerved on the wiſdom of our an- 
ceſtors with reſpect to the Bill, wiſhed to fay a few words 
with regard to the conſtruction which had been put on the 
25th of Edward III. He might be aſked whether he approv- 
ed of the conſtruction which had been put by judges upon 
that ſtatute ? He admitted the inferiority of his judgment to that 
of thoſe learned perſons, he muſt, however, form it from the 
beſt lights he was able, and having done fo, he had no diffi- 
culty in ſaying, he did not agree with them according to the 
flatement of the learned gentleman that night, If he were 
aſked, whether he thought the judicial determination of the 
judges ſrom time to time made part of the law of the land ? 
he would anſwer, he was not competent to determine that 
queſtion ; this he would nevertheleſs ſay, that an act of par- 
liament was part of the law of the land, as intereſting, as 
the judicial determination of the judges, and often more intel- 
ligible, to the maſs of mankind ; and it was, and ought to be, 
of higher authority. If, therefore, there was a doubt as to 
the real meaning of the Act of Edward III. he had no ob- 
jeclion to 2 parliamentary declaration of the law in that re- 
ſpe ; what that declaration ſhould be he would be ready to 
argue hereafter. For the ſake of the argument, he would al- 
low, that all the judgments which had been given by the 
judges were correct ; and then he would maintain, that gen- 
tlemen on the other ſide had not proved, that this Bill was 
not a material alteration of the law of the land, but that he 
would not enter into at that moment, but merely obſerve, that 
his learned friend's arguments upon that, as well as other 
points, had not at all been anſwered. Whether the point was 
to be given up, he did not know; but as it ſtood at preſent, 
it made conſpiracy to levy war a ſubſtantive treaſon. 
(The Attorney General explained, that it only put under 
this deſcription a conſpiracy to levy a direct war, and not to 
levy an indirect war). Then, continued Mr. Fox, the 
point is, gained; if in ſome inftances it made a conſpiracy 
to levy war a ſubſtantive treaſon, ard in others not, it was 
evident that a material inovation had been made, With re- 
ſpect to the conſtruction of the law of Edward III. he had 
always thought, from what he had read from Hate, from 
Foſter, and other authorities, and he had read their works 
with attention, that the point was clear, particularly the 
caſe of a ſpecial verdict. He conceived that when there 
were charges of levying direct war, ſtated as high treaſon, 
for depoſing the King, they were always ſtated in that way, 

that 
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that they were overt acts, to prove the intention of com- 
paſſing and imagining the death of the King ; and, upon that, 
the queſtion came to this; Whether ſuch acts prove the 
compaſſing or imagining? If that Jevying of war be of itſolf 
treaſon without the compaſſing or imagining, then a verdict 
that the defendant did ſo confpire, and levy war without ſay- 
ing one word of the compaſſing or imagining, would be a 
complete. verdict; and whatever the opinion of the jur 
might be with reſpet to the imagining the deata of the 
King the crime would be comp'ete. He would aſk the 
learned gentleman one queſtion, Would he boldly maintain 
that judgment could paſs upon a dztendant for high treaſon ? 
Suppoſe A. and B. had confpired to levy war againit the 
King, and with hoſtile arms procgeded to depoſe the King, 
and that the jury on the trial thould find the conſpiracy and 
the appearing in hoſtile arms, but ſhould find that there was 
no intention of putting the King to death, would the learn- 
ed gentleman then ſiy that judgment ſhould follow againſt 
the defendants for high treaſon as a conſequence of law from 
that verdict? If the learned gentleman would boldly ſay 
this, then he would allow that his conſtruction af the law 
of treaſon was a bad, and the learned gentleman's a good 
conſtruction. Indeed, he believed the learned gentleman 
would not maintain that doctrine ; and he believed too, that 
the very eſſence of the crime of high treaſon was that of com- 
paſting and imagining the death of the King; and that if the 
jury did not find the compaſſing and imagining the death, the 
verdict would be null and void. Such he maintained was 
the law at preſent; but it the Bill paſſed, that would not be 
the law ; then the law wouly be, that the bare finding of ſuch 
verdict, as he had ſtated, would be ſufficient to convict any 
perſon of high treaſon: and he would maintain, that it was 
extremely material to attend to that diſtinction. The ſubject 
ought to be protected in his rights upon all occaſions; the 
Houſe ſhould, therefore, be extremely cautious in agreeing to 
any thing that encroached upon them; but, above all, in 
caſes of high treaſon; they ſhould not forget that; as the 
crime of high; treaſon was a crime to which the higheſt pe- 
nalty was attached, it was alſo a crime in which the power 
of the magittiate ought to be looked at with the higheſt de- 
gree of jealouſy, In all other charges made by the crown 
againſt its ſubjets, the chief magi rate had no diſtinct in- 
tereſt in the conviction, but in the charge of high treaſon, he 
was to be ſwayed bv conſiderations of a perſonal nature, and 
thence had ſprung all the regulatioas of giving to the accuſed 
X L 2 | a liſt 
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a liſt of the jurors, and the witneſſes, and all the various 
other checks which the wiſdom of our anceſtors had pro- 
vided. Theſe were not jealouſies of his own, ſtated for the 

urpofe of ſupporting the debate, they were jealouſies of the 
hes of the land, jealouſies which had been ſhewn in a variety 
of inſtances, conſtitutional jealouſies, that ought to be con- 
ſidered attentively by that Houſe. They ought ſtill further 
to be careſul how they proceeded in a meaſure that abridged 
the functions of a jury; independent of other conſiderations, 
the Bill would make a formidable invaſion of the law ; the 
jury would not hereafter have to conſider the mind of the 
perſon accuſed ; they would have nothing to try but the fact 
ſtated in the indictment; the reſt would be mere inference 
of law; and although the jury ſhould negative the intention 
of putting the King to death, yet judgment mult paſs upon 
the defendant, 

Mr. Fox flightly adverted to the hiſtory of the two 
acts, the ſtatute of Edward III. and that of Charles II. 
which were referred to by gentlemen of the other ſide as 
the precedents that made the foundation of the preſent mea- 
ſure, The ſtatute of Edward III. was the old conttitutional 
law of treaſon, Its introduction had freed the juriſprudence 
of the country from much uncertainty, and it had in no in- 
inſtance been deviated from in later times without produc- 
ing conſiderable miſchief, The other Act was brought. in 
at the period of the reſtoration, when the people were 
wearied of the evils they had ſuffered under the former uſur- 

ation, and were willing to throw all their liberties into the 
ands of the crown. | i 

Let the Houſe look at the ſtatutes, and recollect the pre- 
vailing ſpirit of that day, They would find that parliament, 
which the preſent was about to imitate, g. ving to the King a 
power to raiſe a military of his own, and money to pay them, 
which was to be applied afterwards without the conſent of 
parliament. They gave to the king the power which they 
ought to have kept in their own hands; a ſcandalous negh- 
gence, and for which the people ſuffered moſt deplorably. 
"That reign was a dreadful one to the people; infamous and 
deteitable as that reign had been, if there was any one part 
of it that called for the execration of the hiſtorian more than 
the reſt, it was on the public proſecutions that had been in- 
ſtituted in the courſe of it, Engliſhmen had, indeed, the 
happineſs to feel that juſtice had been adminiſtered in this 


country for a century paſt in a better manner than perhaps in 
any 
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any other country upon earth for the ſame period ; they ought 
nevertheleſs to take care not to copy the ſort of laws that were 
enacted in thoſe abominable times of blind ſubmiſſion. They 
were about to adopt laws fimilar to thoſe paſſed in one period 
of our hiſtory : What period ? the period of the reign of 
Charles II. that period which of all our hiſtory was moſt 
abominable and ſcandalous in the adminiſtration of juſtice ; 
the moſt ſcandalous, e . in the world, under all the 
circumſtances of it. To reſort at this time to ſuch a period 
for a precedent !—ſ[Here an honobrable member groaned fo 
loudly as to interrupt the ſpeech. Mr. Erſkine called to 
order, and faid, that if that gentleman was not ſilent, he 
ſhould inſiſt on having his name called from the Chair.) 

The Speaker ſaid, he had obſerved, with extreme concern, 
an individual member behave in a very improper manner; he 
hoped he would receive an admonition from the Chair. If he 
interrupted again, he ſhould give directions for the ſtanding 
order to be read, and then he ſhould be under the neceſſity of 
making a complaint % = that member ; and, if that com- 
plaint was well founded in the opinion of the houſe, that 
member would fall under the high diſpleaſure of the houſe, 

Mr. Fox reſumed his argument. He was deſiring the 


houſe, he faid, to compare the adminiſtration of the law at 


the period of the reign of Charles II. and tha: which they 
ought to follow, to prove that the one ought to be the re- 
yerſe of the other. With regard to the reign of Charles II. 
one of its moſt remarkable features was, that the names 
of thoſe who periſhed on the ſcaffold for high. treaſon, were 
among thoſe that were moſt dear to the recollection of En- 
eliſhmen, He knew that Sydney and Ruſſel were not, in- 
deed, tried by the ſtatute which he had alluded to, the time 
being expired within which that law allowed them to be 
accuſed, but thoſe eminent men periſhed on the ſcaffold for 
high treaſon. He ſaid this to ſhew the general ſpirit of juriſ- 
prudence that governed this country at that period, and diſ- 
graced that reign. ' hoſe, therefore, who admired that 
| reign, were not to look to its miniſters or its judges, but to 
thoſe who expired on the ſcaffold for high treaſon. The law 
which then was enforced, was ſuch as the law under conſider- 
ation was propoſed to be, it expired, however, with the 
prince for whom it was brought forward. Richard II. was 
alſo a prince for whom ſuch a law was enacted, and ſoon after 
he was depoſed and aſſaſſinated. Charles II. bad a Jong, and, 
as ſome ſaid, a flouriſhing reign ; but it was not flouriſhing 
un the mind of any man who really knew what a flouriſhing 
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reign was. Was there any one who looked to the hiſtory 
of thoſe times, to the unprincipled policy of the Court, and 
the open profligacy of public meaſures, who did not con- 
ſider it as a blemiſh on the Engliſh character, and a reproach 
to the ſpirit of our anceitors, that the reign of that monarch 
was {uflered to be protracted till the period of his natural life: 
Were thoſe auſpicious times, to derive a precedent for their 
preſent conduct? 

T wo reaſons had been adduced in favour of the Bill. The 
firſt he ſhould diſpoſe of very ſhortly. It was ſaid to be a de- 
claration of the meaning of the ſtatute of Edward III. A 
declaratory act it could not be, becauſe a declaratory act 
muſt be plain and ſimple; und, indeed, that part of the caſe 
had not been ſeriouſly inſiſted upon by the learned gentleman. 
The other reaſon was, the general prevalence of libels ; and 
of the truth of this much had been ſaid about the diſpoſition 
of ſome people to treat all authority with contempt. It was 
true that a ſtone had been thrown at his Majeſty; but who- 
ever attended to ſpeeches upon that ſubject, would find how 
ſmall a part of the people were concerned in that outrage, or 
tinctured with the diſpoſition he had juſt maintained. The 
act, every body knew, was an odious and a deteſtable one ; 
ought the whole people of England however to be deprived 
of their rights on account of that a& ? 

The learned gentleman, Mr. Fox obſerved, had adverted 
to what paſſed at the Old Bailey Jaſt year. If the temper of 
ſome of the people had been ſeen to be fo dangerous at that 
time, it was extraordinary that the meaſures then pro- 
poſed had not been propoſed ſooner. The truth was, miniſ- 
ters had not an opportunity to ſuit their views till juſt at pre- 
ſent : they took the advantage of the generous indignation of 
the people at the atrocious outrage offered to his Majeſty, and 
— 2 pretence of providing againſt a ſimilar outrage, were 
going to deprive the people of their rights. "They turned the 
beſt paſſions of the people of England into a deluſion, in order 
to deprive them ot their deareſt intereſts. He was juſtified 
in ſaying this, elſe why had not the Bill been brought forward 
ſooner ? He could ſay much more upon that topic, but that 
he deemed it unneceſſary, after the very able and eloquent 
manner in. which it had been treated by his honourable and 
learned friend, (Mr. Erſkine.) With reſpec to thoſe trials, 
the learned gentleman contended that they had proved much, 
and that, notwithſtanding the perſons indicted had been ac- 
quitted, the trials were calculated to produce a conſiderable 
effect on the public mind. So they certainly had, but not 
the ſort of effect the learned gentleman would inſinuate. In 


that 
= 
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that acquittal he, for one, had already declared, that he moſt 


exulted, and he ſhould ever continue to exult. That acquittal, - 
in his view of the ſubject, tended to produce an impreſſion of 


the happieſt kind. If there were men to whom the conſtitu- 
tion had begun to appear odious, that acquittal muſt have 
ſoftened their animoſity, and diſpoſed them to regard it with a 
friendly eye; if there were others wavering in their ſenti- 
ments, it muſt have had the effect to revive their attachment, 
and confirm them in the line of their duty, more than all the 
penal Jaws that the legiſlature could enact in a century. Even 
if thoſe perſons who had been tried entertained opinions 
hoſtile to the conſtitution, and he did not deny that in the 
ſocieties there were. ſome men of that deſcription; ſtill he 
conſidered it as a glorious event for the conſtitution itſelf, that 
thoſe perſons had been acquitted. Nay more, if men, 
whole ſentiments were hoſtile to the conſtitution, had found 
refuge from that ſtrict and impartial juſtice which it adminiſ- 
tered to all; ſuch an event he could not but confider as cal- 
culated to convert diſaffection and enmity into admiration and 
applauſe. This he believed to be the real effect of theſe 
trials, although the learned gentleman made uſe of them fn 
his argument, in order to ſhew a ſpirit of diſaffection to the 
conſtitution in a conſiderable part of the people. 

With regard to the other part of the Bill before the houſe, 
that which regarded the penalty of miſdemeanor, it called for 
animadverſion as it referred to an offence more likely to occur 
often than the offence of high treaſon. The learned gen- 
tleman had urged, that it did not, in the firſt inſtance, create 
new miſdemeanors; he did not know that it did; this, howe- 
ver, he knew, that it dehned that tobe a miſdemeanor on the 
ſecond offence, Which, by the law, as it ſtood, was ſubject 
ouly to the penalty of miſdemeanor, to the penalty of felony, 
although it ſhould not be ſtated in an indictment to be a felo- 
ny. He wiſhed to know, whether the proviſion in the late 
Libel. Bill would be allowed to apply to the new law; or 
whether the Bill was not to renew che uſurpation of Judges 
upon the old law, and deprive the jury of the privilege of 
examiging into the intention of the accuſed, and from that 
intention to find their verdict; or, were they to be left to 
find the dry. matter of fact, and all the reſt was to be in the 
hands of the Court, to be diſpoſed of as mere matter of law? 
'The moſt material part of the caſe in this view was that which 
ſubjected a man for the ſecond miſdemeanur to tranſportation, 
How the learned gentleman would anſwer this he could 
not tell, but he was ſure it was not in the power of human 
{Kill and ability to anſwer it ſatisfactorily. His 1 
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friend (Mr. Erſkine) had obſerved, that this deſcription of 
offence was ſo wide and general, that by applying a ſentence 
of equal ſeverity whenever an offence was repeated, the ſame 
»niſhment might be made to include the moſt venial errors, 
and the blackeſt crimes? It was a great principle of juſtice, 
that the puniſhment ſhould be proportionate to the offence ;. 
but by the regulation propoſed, this principle would be en- 
tirely defeated, Would the learned gentleman ſay, that by the 
analogy of law a comparative diſtinction could be made be- 
tween the ſcond miſdemeanor and the firſt? Was it not eſſen- 
tial, that the diſtinction ſhould be kept up between a miſde- 
meanor and a felony? And was it not eiſential that there 
ſhould be a proportion between the puniſhment for one and 
another miſdemeanor? There were ſome mildemeanors of fo 
flight a nature, that though a thouſand times repeated, they 
would not, in point of enormity. be equal to one of a more 
ſerious deſcription. Under the head of miſdemeanors was 
defined whatever might tend to excite hatred and contempt 
againſt the Conſtitution, He who complained of the inequa- 
lity of the repreſentation, and, in illuſtration of his argument 
in ſupport of a reſorm in Parliament, referred to a borou 
h and ſo ſituated, might, from the operation of this Bill, be 
tent to Botany Bay for ſeven years. | 

« I with (faid Mr. Fox) you had made it death; the 
puniſhment would not have been more ſevere; and your law 
would be better underſtood by it. Compare this with the 
molt atrocious miſdemeanor in caſes that are not political. 
Suppoſe a man be convicted of an aſſault, with intent to kill 
his own father, and repeats it as often as imagination can 
ſuggeſt, ſtill he will be puniſhed as for a miſdemeanor only, 
which is fine and impriſonment : but if he be guilty twiceof 
inſiſting on the propriety of a Reform in Parliament, he muſt 
de puniſhed with tranſportation to Botany Bay. I have ſtated 
this caſe in the extreme, to ſhew you the enormous diſpropor- 
tion which this Bill creates in the puniſhment of offences.” 
It was in the nature of the thing, he ſaid, that miſdemeanor 


ſhould be puniſhed by a diſcretionary ſentence, and that it 


ſhould ſtand diſtinct from felony; a thouſand miſdemeanors 
could not, by the ſpirit and genius of the law of England, 
amount to, or be puniihed as, a felony, That was to con- 
found all the principles of our law, "The fort of puniſhment 
which the Bill enacted for miſdemeanors was for the firſt time 
introduced into the country from the pretended law of Scot- 
land; though ſuch was the horror with which Engliſhmen re- 


garded it, that when, ſome time fince, it had been preſented 
to 
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to their minds, it excited an univerſal ſentiment of indigna- 
tion. He called it “ pretended law ;”” for he would never fo 
far degrade Scotland, as to ſuppoſe it could really be the law 
of that country, Had any want of effect, he aſked, been 
— — puniſnments formerly inflicted, becauſe they 
were not iently ſevere? He adverted to the caſe of Muir 
and Palmer, men of enlightened minds, of reſpectable rank 
in ſociety, of irreproachable morals, who, becauſe they ex- 
preſſed themſelves warmly with reſpect to what they conſider- 
ed to be grievances, were ſent to Botany Bay, to aſſociate, 
not merely with the loweſt of men in point of rank, but 
with a deſcription of perſons ſo degraded and abandoned, that 
the neceſſity of aſſociating with them under any -circum- 
ſtances, was a deep diſgrace and mult itſelf conſtitute a con- 
ſiderable puniſhment. What effect did Miniſters pretend to 
ſay that had produced? Had it produced a greater reverence 
for the laws, or occaſioned a ceſſation of thoſe libels which 
were the ſubject of complaint? No, for they were told that 
libels had increaſed fince that period a thouſand fold. If, on 
the other hand, it had produced thoſe effects, what neceflity 
was there to refort to new meaſures? If it had failed, did not 
experience demonſtrate the futility of again having recourſe 
to a ſimilar policy? It was ſaid that in Scotland, where thoſe 
meaſures had been adopted, no diſcontent exiſted. He be- 
lieved the caſe was quite the reverſe, and that the diſcontent 
really felt in that quarter was not the leſs becauſe the expreſ- 
ſions of it had been ſubdued by the terror of ſevere and un- 
warrantable puniſhment. If the ſtate of Scotland was, as 
they pretended, they ought not at leaſt to think of extending the 
penalties of the Bill to that country. The beſt way to attach 
the people to the Conſtitution, would be to preſerve the mild- 
neſs of its laws. Could the honourable gentleman, or any of his 
learned in the hiſtory of this country, point out an inſtance of 
ſuch a puniſhment as that which was propoſed by the Bill? 
He warned them againſt the policy of multiplying new codes 
of penal laws, — of accumulating oppreſſive reſtrictions, 
beyond what the temper of the people could bear? That the 
had been told, that the Correfponding and other ſocieties did 
ſuch and ſuch things; and he was applied to on a former 
night, by an honourable gentleman, who ſaid, that he avoided 
ſtating his opinion upon thoſe ſocieties, He did not avoid 
ſtating his opinion. That honourable gentleman had aſked 
him, what theſe ſocieties meant? . To that queſtion he had 
anſwered, that he could not decifively ſay, becauſe he believed 
there were ſome in that ſociety who meant one thing and 
Vol. II. 1795. M ſome 
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ſome another. He had diſtinctly ſaid, that there might be a 
few perſons in thoſe ſocieties hoſtile to the Conſtitution, but the 
greaternumber he believed to be ſincere in the object which 
they profeſſed; a Parliamentary Reform. That there might not 
be others who had different views he did not deny; but he 
could not ſeparate the whole from a part; and therefore in the 
maſs he gave them, as he thought he ought, credit for the 
fincerity of their profeſſions, Such he ſhould always give to 
large bodies of people. There had been long eſtabliſhed in 
this town a ſociety againſt what are called republicans and 
levellets. What was his opinion of that ſociety ? The ſame 
as his opinion was of the Correſponding Society ; that they 
were in a maſs ſincere in what they profeſſed; that they were 
in favour of the conſtitution: Did he believe that one of them 
wanted to overturn the monarchy of this country, and the 
other to make it abſolute? No ſuch thing; he gave them each 
credit for being ſincere in preſerving the conſtitution ; the one 
dreading one event, the other dreading the oppolite event. 
He knew none of the leaders of the Correſponding Society ; 
he however knew the leading Member of the Society againſt 
Republicans and Levellers ; he knew Mr. Reeves. He kne-v 
he had publiſhed libels after libels, attacking the conſtitution; 
that he had, year after year, circulated ſuch publications; 
that he had circulated a pamphlet, a direct libel on that houſe, 
in which it was faid tbat rotten boroughs, extravagant courts, 
ſelfiſn miniſters, and corrupt majorities were eſſential to the 
well-being of the conſtitution of the country. The conclu- 
tion to be drawn from ſuch abominable doctrine, he did not 
aſcribe to every man in that ſociety; the greater number he 
believed to have united, in order to guard the Conſtitution 
againſt a danger, which they ſuppoſed to be preſſing and im- 
minent. The few who took advantage of their fears for the 
conſtitution, in order to forward their own deſigns for its de- 
ſtruction; of thoſe he judged from their actions. He knew 
that, with reſpect to thoſe ſocieties, there were violent opi- 
241935 on both ſides; but he ſaw Mr. Reeves's ſociety with as 
much induſtry, and with more means, becauſe with more 
money, circulating ſuch doctrines as were contained in the 
ſentence he had juſt quoted; he ſaw circulated by the fame 
authority a bock called hn Bull to Thomas Bull, and he ſaw 
ſuch doctrines accompanied with incendiary hand- bills againſt 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, and fraught with every ſpecies of 
gruls and infiammatory mifrepreſentation. He faw, on the 
other hand, libels aſcribed to the Correſponding Society, fo 
monſtzou*, that he could only compare them with the others 
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to which he had referred; with this difference, that when it 
was propoſed to enquire into their authenticity, the proof was 
denied. He would ſay, therefore, that col who profeſſed 
that they had no other aim but à reform of Parliament were 
in earneſt in the maſs, as he faid of the Society againſt 
Republicans and Levellers, and he ſaw no ground for a Par- 
liamentary proviſion againſt the mafs of either ſociety, 
although individuals among the members of each of them 
might deſerve cenſure. | 

His two principal objections to the bill, Mr. Fox repeated 
it, were that it narrowed the power of the jury in caſes of 
treaſon, and that it provided for miſdemeanours a-new, puniſh- 
ment, which would apply with undiſtinguiſhed ſeverity to the 
greateſt and leaſt degrees of delinquency. The honourable 
gentleman had ſtated the increaſed and increaſing number of 
libels as a juſtification of the preſent bill; ſome of theſe libels, 
he underſtood, had been puniſhed pretty ſeverely ; and the 
publiſhers, who might have been in their beds at the time the 
books were fold, and who at anv. rate had only been in the 
exerciſe of their buſineſs, without being aware that they were 
committing a breach of the law, had been confined for two 
or three years. Some had been convicted on the oaths of 
witneſſes notoriouſly perjured. One man had been convicted 

and puniſhed at Mancheſter, on the oath of a perſon named 
Dun, who was afterwards pggved to be guilty of perjury, and 
another upon the ſame evidence at Lancaiter. 

It had been ſaid by the learned gentleman that libels were 
ſo numerous that they could no longer be proſecuted, Was 
he ſatisfied that the ſeverity of the bill would infallibly diminſh 
their numbers, or that he ſhould be able more ſafely to-apply 
the new law than the old? If there was a fpirit of diſcontent 
ſo widely diffuſed in the country, and ſtill likely to encreaſe, 
ariſing, as he verily believed from the bad Adminiſtration of 
pubiick affairs; and as the honourable gentleman thought, 
from the obſtinacy and perverſeneſs of the people; it would 
be proper, in order to ſtop the progreſs of the evil, to ſend 
whole fleets of libellers to Botany Bay. The honourable 
gentleman had ſpoken of Jibels againſt the King and other 
perſons, His opinion was, that libelling the King and 
individuals had not been ſufficiently pumithed. He would 
proſecuie, with- the utmoſt ſeverity, all libels on perſonal 
characters, with whatever party they were connected. The 
molt exemplary rigour of that ſort he would connect with 
equal tzpperance in reſpect to libels of another deſcription. 
He would puniſh whatever reflected on the dignity of the 
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Chief Magiſtrate, or the fair fame of individuals ; but all 
political libels he would leave to themſelves; diſcuſſions on 
Government, ſo far as they did not interfere with private 
character, he would permit to paſs entirely unreſtrained, that 
was the way to make the preſs reſpe&tul and uſeful ; and he was 
convinced, that if this policy had been adopted ſooner, things 
would not have been in the ſituation in which they were at pre- 
ſent; but ſuch was not the object of the bill, the chief point which 
its promoter had in view was to terrify the people from making 
free with him under the name of government. Mr. Fox 
concluded with declaring himſelf, on the whole, againſt the 
principle of the preſent bill. He ſhould therefore vote againſt 
the Speaker leaving the Chair. If another bill ſhould be 
brought in leſs exceptionable in its clauſes, and better calcu- 
Jated to anſwer the purpoſe in view, he ſhould have no 
objection to give it his ſupport. | 

The Maſter of the Rolls declared himſelf aſtoniſhed at the 
ſtrain of argument adopted by the gentlemen on the other 
ſide of the Houſe. Was he to underſtand, from what he had 
juſt heard, that it was the duty of a judge, under an accuſa- 
tion for high treaſon, to ſtare to the jury, that, unleſs they 
were fatished that the perſon or perſons accuſed actually 
intended to put his Majeſty to death, it was their duty, under 
all other circumſtances of the caſe, to acquit the priſoner of a 
conſpir-cy to levy war againſt him? Would the jury be 
authoriſed to tell the judge, that, though they were ſatisfied 
of the criminal deſign and conſpiracy of the priſoners to levy 
war againſt, or to maim, wound, or reſtrain the perſon of the 
King, yet they were innocent of the crime of high treaſon ? 
If fo, the crime of rebellion was only a miſdemeanour : and 
the parties ho entered into the conſpiracy to bring in another 
King, might be vindicated from the charge of aQually in- 
tending the death of the Monarch on the throne. That was 
a ſort of doctrine which he had not been uſed to hear, nor 
could he poflibly aſſent to it. According to the right 
honourable gentlemen, (Mr. Fox,) an aſſault upon the perſon 
of the King was to be tried exactly on the ſame principles 
as that of an aſſault upon any other perſon ; and becauſe the 
miſcreant who aſſaulted the King might not actually have in- 
tended his death, therefore he was to be tried only for a 
miſdemeanour. Was there a judge who would accept of 
ſuch a verdict, or ſtate the crime and the puniſhment in the 
manner which had been repreſented in the Houſe that evening? 
There was not a doubt but that the judgement of were 
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would paſs on ſuch conviction; to ſay that ſuch a culprit was 
not guilty of compaſſing the death ef the King, would be 
expreſsly to contradict the eſtabliſhed law of the land. Was 
not Lord Lovat found guilty of high treaſon when he wrote 
to the Pretender, and told him where he ſhould land ? He 
would aſſert, that at no time, within the hiſtory of the 
country, had ſuch a doctrine been broached, till within the 
laſt twelve months ; and he wiſhed to know how the reigning 
Monarchs of the country could have been preſerved without 
the laws had made ſuch a proviſion for their ſecurity ? He was 
ſure no lawyer, as leaſt no man who was guided in his own 
judgment by the adjudications of the Courts, could ſeriouſly 
maintain that doctrine. If that, however, was the law, it 
was high time that ſome alteration ſhould be made in it; for 
what ſecurity could-there exiſt for a government, if it was 
neceſſary that the rebellion ſhould be actually begun, and 
perhaps the King attacked in his palace, before the conſpi- 
rators could be indicted for high treaſon ? 

He thought it neceſſary to ſtate, that in one caſe, and one 
caſe only, the bill befor? the Houſe might be conſidered as an 
extenſion of the law of treaſon, as enacted by the 25th of 
Edward the Third. It had not hitherto been underſtood that 
a conſpiracy againſt the King was a ſubſtantive treaſon againſt 
his perſon, but a levying of war againſt his authority, It 
was true, that the cjauſe in this bill would include every 
act committed againſt the regal authority of the King; but 
every other article which it contained, was at this moment 
treaſon by the exiſting law of the land. 

The Maſter of the Rolls enforced many of the arguments 
of the Attorney General with additional reaſoning, and 
denied Mr. Erſkine's aſſertion, that there had been no ex- 
planation of the Law of Treafons, except in bad times, as 
well as that there had been no explanation of it ſince Mary 

reſtored the Statute of Edward in its original form and con- 
ſtruction. He ſuppoſed the Learned Gentlemen had been 
hurried away by a recollection of the acts in the bloody reign 
of Henry VIII. for, though he did not pretend to carry the 
Statutes in his head, he recolleed an explanation or extenſion 
of the Treaſon Laws in the firſt and ſecond of Philip and 
Mary, which paſſed ſoon after the revival of the Statute of 
Edward, and the Preamble of which he begged leave to read. 
Having done this he ſaid he would come to better times, and 
aſked, whether there were no new treaſons enacted in King 
William's reign after the Revolution? Then, as at preſent 
laws were provided to meet the exigencics of the times; _ 
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the third and ninth of King William enacted new Treaſons, 
which, though at this time unneceſſary, were then both 
neceſſary and eſſential, In ſection 3. cap. 13. of King 
William, it is enacted, that if any perſon ſend arms, ſtores, 
or ammunition to the French King, or to any perſon in 
France for his uſe, &c. it is an Act of High Treaſon ; and 
if any perſon ſend goods or wares, he ſhall incur the penalties 
of a præmunire, which is, to be impriſoned for life, or at the 


pleature of the King, to forfeit. all his goods and chatiels to 


the ſtate, and be incapable of bringing any action. All 
perſons correſponding with the Pretender were declared guilty 
of High Treaſon ; and any perſon returning from France 
without licence, was to be impriſoned twelve months; while 
they who went into France were recognized as guilty of 
Treaſon. The gth of the ſame reign, from an apprehenſion 
of papacy, . revived theſe regulations; and in the reign of 
Queen Anne, an act was pailed, which is ſtill in force, and 
by which a young man (named Matthews) in the reign of 
Gio I. was executed. That act makes any perſon guilty 
of writing or printing, to deny that the Parliament has a 
right to limit the ſucceſſion, incur the penaltics of High 
Treaſon, If theſe laws were neceſſary then, were they not 
fo at preſent, when the King's right of government is not 
contraſted with that of another, but when all Kings are ſtated 
to be tyrants ? 

The Right Honourable Gentleman had contended, that 
it was abſurd to annex the puniſhment of tranſportation to a 
miſdemeanour; the Right Hon, Gentleman was not aware 
that perjury was puniſhable in the ſame way, as were likewiſe 
ſome other offences on the ſccond conviction. The Right 
Honourable Gentleman had argued as if there was a diſtinction 
between felony and miſdemeanour, when forgery, which was 
treated as felony,. was, down to the year 1730, treated as a 
miſdeameanour ; at preſent it was felony, without benefit of 
clergy. The queltion therefore was, what was the enormity 
of tne offence of conſpiring to produce a hatred and contempt 
of his Majeſty's perſon and government, what was the danger 
tireatened to the ſtate by it, and what was and ought to be 
the puniſhment? An aſſault, with an intent to rob, was 
puniſhable with tranſportation. "Tranſportation was no 
unknown puniſhment in our law. The only queſtion in 
order to apply the puniſhment, was to enquire what was the 
enormity of the offence, and what was the Canger to which the 
ſtate was expoſed? If the legiſlature ſaw the neceſſity of 
adopting a remedy againſt exiſting dangers, it became high 
time to declare and enact what might be conſidered a ſufficient 
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protection to the conſtituted authorities. In the beſt of 
times, ſuch laws had been made, whenever the exigency of 
affairs required it, It remained then for gentlemen to con- 
ſider whether the King of Great Britain could be ſafe if 
people were ſufered do do things which had an evident ten- 
dency to endanger his perſon and authority. Sir Richard 
concluded by declaring that he ſhould vote for the commit- 
ment of the bill. 
The Houſe divided upon the commitment of the bill. 


Aves A Yn. - 20J 
Nees - - 49 
Majority 163 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee, Mr. 
Serjent in the chair. 

Upon that part of the firſt clauſe of the bill which enacts, 
that it ſhall continue in force during the liſe of his Majeſty, 
and until the end of the firſt ſeſſion of Parliament after his 
deceaſe, 

Sir William Nunge ſaid, he thought the proviſions of this 
bill ſo neceſſary, not only at this particular juncture, but ag _ 
general regulations, that he ſhould move to leave out the 
words, “ during the life of his Majeſty ;** in order to render 
the bil] permanent. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that although he 
agreed with the Honourable Baronet that the bill was of a 
nature which might, without any violation of the conſtitution, 
or infringement of the liberties of the people, be made per- 
manent, yet, as it was framed for the purpoſe of meeting a 
temporary exigency, and as it was copied from precedents in 
different reigns, which were temporary 8 he rather 
differed in opinion with the Honourable Baronet, as to the 
proper time of its duration. Another motive which induced 
him to oppoſe this alteration was, that the bill had been ſent 
down from the Lords with the clauſe fo framed ; and, unleſs 
there were ſtrong reaſons,. he ſhould be averſe to any amend- 

ments which might protract the bill's paſſing. If at the end 
of the period fixed for the determination of this act, it ſhould 
be found proper and adviſeable to continue its proviſions, 
(which he thought might probably prove to be the caſe) it 
would be perfectly competent to the Parliament to continue the 
act. With reſpect to the horrid and diabolical idea, which it had 
in the courſe of the preceding debate been ſaid might inter into 
the minds of ſome men, of aiming at the life of the Sovereign, 
in order to terminate this bill, that was provided againſt by 
the 
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the clauſe, that it ſhould continue in force until the end of the 
firſt ſeſſion of Parliament after a demiſe of the Crown. For 
theſe reaſons, therefore, although he agreed in the general 
opinion of the Bill with the honourable Baronet, he wiſhed 
dim to reconſider his propoſed amendment. 

Mr. Stanley declared, that fo far from wifhing to extend 
the ſeverity of the Bill, he was anxious to limit its duration, 
and therefore he would propoſe to confine it to three years, in 
the ſame manner as they did the Bill againſt Seditious Meet- 
| ings; for which purpoſe he made a motion, on which he ſtated 
that he would take the ſenſe of the Committee. Y 

The Chanceller of the Exchequer being called on to re- inſtate 
his arguments in favour of the firſt clauſe, obſerved that it 
was needleſs, he believed, to gratify the importunity of ſeve- 
ral gentlemen at preſent; but if thoſe to whom he had more 
particularly addreſſed himſelf — Oppoſition) were then in 
the Houſe, diſcharging their duty in Parliament, on account 
of whoſe abſence the miniſter and his friends muſt exert 
themſelves to render the Bill as perfect as poſſible, he would 
certainly, if requeſted, recapitulate his arguments. To thoſe 
who had not properly attended to what he mentioned, be 
apprehended any recapitulation would only tend to delay the 
proceedings of the Houle, | 

Mr. Barham aid, he approved of the preſent Bills, not as 
permanent regulations, but as proviſions neceſſary for the exi- 
gency of the moment. So far was he from wiſhing to pro- 
tract the exiſtence of the Bill} he ſhould be glad if it were 
only to continue in force one year. He was fully ſenſible of 
the danger which threatened the conſtitution at this time, but 
he did not wiſh to ſee the two Bills made a part of the regu- 
lar law of the country, He thought it by no means a uſt 
tribute to His Majeſty to ſay, that he required thoſe guards 
and ſecurities for his ſafety, which would be unneceſiary for 
any future monarch ; becauſe, if any thing could check the 
deſigns of evil minded perfons upon the conſtitution and go- 
vernment, it was the many virtues of his Majeſty. Another 
reaſon why he wiſhed for the ſhorter term was, that it would 
render it more palatable to the people, which he conceived- 
to be a moſt deſirable object. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that the honourable 
gentleman muſt have miſtaken the tendency of this Bill, be- 
cauſe it did not enact any new treaſon, except in the ſingle 
inſtance that had been alluded tc; nor did it create any new 
crime: its object, as far as related to the treaſon clauſe, was 
merely to render the law mere intelligible, except only with 
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regard to the article of conſpiring to levy war, which, in- 
ſtead of being charged as an overt act, to prove a compaſſing 
the King's death, was now a ſubſtantive treaſon ; an alter= 
ation which would render the law much more clear, and even 
more favourable, to the party accuſed, as he would have a 
more diftin& view of the charge brought againſt him, He 
underſtood that it was the intention of his honourable and 
learned friend to ſuggeſt an amendment jn the clauſe of con- 
ſpiring to levy war, in order to render the deſcription more 
definite, and to extend it to levying war againſt both or either 
Houſes of Varliament; an amendment which he hoped the 
Committee would approve, when it was recollected that an 
attack upon Parliament was more likely to happen, and was, 
if poſſible, more pregnant with _ to the conſtitution, 
than an attack upon his Majeſty himſelf. Having ſtated thus 


much, with reſpec to that part of the Bill which related to 


the treaſon, it would not be ſuppoſed that he could aſſent to 
the motion of the honourable gentleman for making it a mere 
temporary proviſion, and the Committee would determine, 
whether it ſhould have the ſame duration as the other Bill, or 


not. 

General M*Leod ſpoke ironically of the term ſtated in the 
firſt clauſe, He argued very ftrenuouſly in favour of the Bill; 
and ironically adviſed, that its exiſtence ſhould be during the 
« Miniſter's ie. 

Mr. Barham reprehended the latter Member for the levity 
with which he had treated the ſubject. | | 

Mr. Baker argued for the period to be extended to the natu- 
ral life of his Majeſty, and ſtated the impropriety of applying 
for a renewal of the Bil every three years, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer quoted a precedent in the 
reign of Charles the Second, which was for the term of his 
Majeſty's life. ws | 

_ Kos Brotune was againſt the propoſed limitation 
of period. , | | 

A diviſion took place. | 


That the Bill continue for the natural life of the King, 
and until the end of the next Seſſion of Parliament, after a 


demiſe of the Crown, 


Ayes - - 229 
Nes (for the term of three years) 6 


Majority , 223 
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The Solicitor General ſtated, that, for the purpoſe of ren- 
dering another part of the clauſe more definitive, he ſhould 
ſpecify what caſes of levying war he ſhould propoſe to come 
under the penalties of this act: for this purpoſe he ſhould 


move to inſert, after the words levy war, © to compel a 


change of Counſels, or overawe either Houſe of Parlia- 


ment.“ 
After a few words from Mr. Stanley, the Amendment 


fled. 

* the part of the clauſe which inflicts death, as to caſes 
of high treaſon, Mr. Stanley condemned the favage cruetty of 
ſentences of high treaſon, and wiſhed to inſert the words, 
« Death, as in caſes of felony.” 

Sir M. Young thought it had better be the ſubject of a 
_ diſtinct c lauſe. 

Upon the motion of the Solicitor General, the operation 
of the ſecond clauſe, creating an extended puniſhment for 
miſdemeanors, was limited to three years. 

Mr. Stanley objected to that part of the clauſe which in- 
flicted puniſhment for CR and contempt againſt the 
government. The words “ hatred and contempt,” he thought 
too indefinite: and wiſhed to introduce, © to ſeditious acts, 
after the words, © to ſtir up the le.” 

Mr. Anftruther and the Solicitor General ſtated, that in 
Jaw, the words uſed were more indefinite than thoſe he wiſhed 
to expunge, 

The Solicitor General ſtated, that, in order to render that 
part of the clauſe more explicit, which related to baniſhment 
and tranſportation, he ſhould propoſe to inſert, after the words, 
at the diſcretion of the Court,” either to ſuffer ſuch pu- 
niſhment as by the law is now inflicted, or to be baniſhed the 
realm, &c. 

Mr. Foddrell aſked, whether baniſhment and tranſportation 
were not ſynonimous terms in the Engliſh law ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that the word 
baniſhment was perhaps not uſed in our law, but the diſtinc- 
tion between baniſhment and tranſportation was well under- 
ſtood, In the one caſe, the perſon was carried to a certain 
deſtination, and, in the other, he was only driven or forced to 
retire from the kingdom, 

The next clauſe, regulating the time of trial, was entirely 
new modelled, Mr, Solicitor General ſtated, that, as the 
clauſe ſtood, it was impoſſible, from the neceſſary forms of 
the law, to bring the cauſe to trial in the ſtated time: he 


ſhould, therefore, propoſe ſix months inſtead of three, and to 
| introduce 
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introduce at the latter end of the clauſe, after the words, 
<« proſecuted to an outlawry, © by the evidence of wo wit- 
nefles.” This would ſuperſede the neceffity of the next 
clauſe, eſpecially as the ſtatute of Queen Anne and Charles 
II. had done all that the clauſe propoled to do. 
The Amendment was accordingly adopted, and the next 
clauſe omitted. 
The two remaining clauſes paſſed without amendment. 
Afterwards Mr. Solicitor General brought up a clauſe for 
the puniſhment of thoſe who returhed from baniſhment or 
tranſportation, before the expiration of their ſentence. 
The report was immediately brought up, and ordered to 
be taken into further conſideration on Friday. 
The Secretary at War preſented ſeveral papers. 
General M Leod wiſhed to have them printed. 
After a ſhort converſation, the Speaker informed the ho- 
nourable General, the Orders of the Day were before the 
Houſe, and that he was not regular. 


The other Orders of the Day were deferred, Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


TuxzsDaAY, December 1. 
ROYAL ASSENT. 
The Lord Chancellor, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Lord 


Spencer, having ſent a meſſage to the Houſe of Commons 
deſiring their preſence, and the Speaker's, and a number of 
members having preſented themſelves at the Bar, accordingly 
opened a commiſſion under the Great Seal, authoriſing them 
to give the royal aſſent to certain Bills, which had duly paſſed 
their ſeveral parliamentary ſtages. The ſame having been 


read, the Lords Commiſſioners gave the Royal Aſſent to the 


following Bills, viz. | | 
Bill prohibiting the making of Starch, Hair-powder, &c. 
for a limited time. Bill prohibiting the Exportation of 
Candles, Tallow and Soap. | | 
| MR. REEVES, 
Lord Albemarle moved, That the houſe be ſummoned for 
the next day, when he ſaid he meant to move an inquiry re- 


ſpecting a late pamphlet entitled Thoughts. on the Englith. 


Government, &c,” Agreed, 
LORD AUCKLAND, 


Lord Lauderdale moved, that a copy of the grant made to 
Lord Auckland, in the year 1789, be laid before their Lord- 
N 2 — ſhips 
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ſhips 3 and likewiſe copies of the grants made to ſundry 
perſons from the year 1791, and charged upon the 44 per 
cents. 

Lord Auckland ſaid, that as his name appeared in the motion, 
and would alſo be mentioned in a ſubſequent motion, which 
the noble Ear] had in candour communicated to him, he 
muſt ſolicit their lordſhips attention for a few minutes; more 

' eſpecially as he could not foreſee when the ſubject would be 
brought into further diſcuſſion, and as ſome domeſtic con- 
ſiderations obliged him to go into the country till after the 
Chriſtmas recels. | 

The fats were, and he could avow them with fair pride, 
that in 1789, the king, from a diſpoſition to mark a gracious 
approbation of his ſervices in ſeveral foreign negociations, 
had conferred on him and on his two ſons for their lives, a 
grant on the four and half per cent duty. That grant had 

| paſſed the Privy Seal. Some demur atoſe when it was carried 
to the Great Seal. The conſideration remained in ſuſ- 
penſe, and an incident took place, in conſequence of which 
the grant was never carried farther into effect. The inci- 
dent alluded to was in the recollection of many of their lord- 
ſhips: it was the death of the late Lord Hardwicke ; by 
which his Majeſty became empowered to grant a reverſion of 
a Tellerſhip of the Exchequer. That reverſion was offered 
to him, and he had accepted it certainly under the implied 
condition that he ſhould renounce the other grant. 'T hefe 

tranſactions had taken place in the latter end of 1789 when 
+» He returned from the Spaniſh Embaſly, and in the ſpring of 
the following year, when he was again out of England and 
engaged in the buſineſſes of the Dutch Embaſſy. It might 
poſſibly be argued from the circumſtances thus tated, tnat 
the grant on the four and a half per cent duty had been te- 
linquiſhed by him, under a conciouſneſs and admiſſion of its 
illegality. It was not ſo. He had been decided by other 
motives z by a ſenſe that it became him not to conſider ſtrictly 
the value of the favour offered him, but to acquieſce con- 
tentedly and chearfully in ſuch arrangements or changes te- 
ſpecting it as might be thought expedient. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in mentioning to him the reverſion of the 
_ Tellerſhip had recommended it as leſs burtheniome to the 
king and to the public; but had at the ſame time fairly and 
explicitly ſtated an opinion to him, that the otter grant was 

. perfeQly legal. On his own part, though he had not par- 
ticularly adverted to the queſtion, he had no doubt as to'the 
legality. He reſted his general norion of that legality upon 
Ae gcuellection, that it had been ſanctioned by the * 
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ſeveral lawyers of the firſt eminence and of the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed characters. In that liſt he might mention the 
late Mr. Yorke, Lord Camden, Lord Walſingham, Mr. 
Wallace, and the preſent Lord Chancellor, all of whom had 
as Attorney General ſigned Bills for ſinecure grants. He had 
deen more particularly confirmed in his opinion of the legality, 
by the recollection that it had been repeatedly ſanctioned by 
the noble and learned perſon (Lord Thurlow) who then held 
the Great Seal, That noble and learned lord, when Attorney 
General, had ſigned Bills for gran's on the four and half per 
cent duty, and even had, at no diſtant period, affixed the Great 
Seal to a grant for lives, ſimilar in all its principles and pro- 
viſions to the grant ſtated in the noble Earl's motion. It was 
certainly poſhble, and he was in candour inclined to ſuppoſe, 
that the noble and learned lord might have diſcovered grounds, 
for doubting the legality, which had hitherto eſcaped him. 
Such, however, were the facts; and if the noble Earl, whoſe 
activity in collecting information was well known, wiſhed to 
bring the whole ſubject before the houſe, he would ther 
proceed to move for copies of all grants of the kind in 
queſtion, to which, the noble and learned, Peer alluded to, 
had at any time affixed either his name or the Great Seal. 
It was well known to their Jordſhips, that the papers 
moved for were for the purpoſe of furniſhing an argument 
againſt the legality of the grant ſaid to have been lately given 
to the Right Honourable Edmund Burke. As he (Lord 
Auckland) could not have an opportunity of advertin 
to the ſubjet in the future diſcuſſions of it, he h 
that the houſe, he hoped that noble Earl would per- 
mit him, though perhaps not ſtrictly in order, to expreſs a 
general ſentiment reſpecting it. In ſpeaking of Mr. Burke, 
he could not be ſubject to the impreſſion or imputation of 
political connection or partiality. In the whole courſe of 
his public life, from the beginning of the American war to 
the prefent hour, it had rarely happened to him to agree in 
opinion with Mr. Burke. Such an avowal was perhaps 
little to the credit of his judgment, but it was the truth. 
Even when they were in office togther for a ſhort period, he 
believed that they differed as to the expediency of the meaſure 
which was unjuſtly called “ Mr. Fox's India Bill.” At this 
hour he believed they differed radically in their reſpective 
Opinions upon the circumſtances of the war. But ſuch con- 
ſiderations had never prevented him, nor ſhould it now pre- 
vent him from rendering juſtice to Mr, Burke's talents and 
character, which would ever reflect honour on the age and 
| country 
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country in which we live. Was it fitting, that ſuch a man, 
one of the brighteſt ornaments of theſe extraordinary times, 
ſhould be left in his old age to ſtruggle with embarraſiments, 
reſulting probably from the ardour and generoſity of a great 
and tranſcendent mind. The noble Earl was undoubtedly 
urged to the enquiry by public principles ; but the noble 
Earl poſſeſſed alſo much 1 and good nature of mind. 
And ſurely it muſt be painful to his ſeelings to ſtrew 
thorns on the pillow of a man, venerable by a ſenſe of former 
friendſhip, venerable by his genius and literary talents, 
venerable by his advanced years, and above all, vene- 
rable by a recent and terrible ſtroke of domeſtic affliction. 
This ſpeech, apparently at leaſt, one of the moſt candid ever 
made by a member of either houſe of parliament, who was 
himſelf fo perſonally implicated in the ſubject, gave riſe to an 
extraordinary, and we are forty to ſay, not the moſt orderly 
converſation that perhaps ever paſſed in parliament. 

The Earl of Lauderdale declared he felt no ſmall ſhare of 
ſurprize at the ſpeech which the noble Lord had juſt made, 
and which, he contended, was perfectly out of order. He 
owned, he entertained great doubts of the legality of the grant 
made to the noble Lord in 1799 notwithſtanding the high 
authorities the noble Lord had brought forward; what however 
aſtoniſhed him moſt was, that noble Lord's anticipation of his 
intentions in making the preſent motion. In reſpect to Mr. 
Burke, much as he revered his private character, or reſpected 
his literary abilities, much as he admired his wit, his talents, 
or his genius, he did and ever would condemn his political 
conduct, 

Lord Sydney thought it not very handſome in Lord Lauder- 
dale's ſpeaking of Mr. Burke in the way that he had done, 
conſidering that gentleman was abſent, and oppreſſed by 
private troubles. | | 

The Earl of Lauderdale took up the word ( handſome,” 
and in defence of his conduct, repeated what he had ſaid as a 
Juſt tribute to Mr. Burke's excellent private character, his 
unrivalled genius, his brilliant wit, and his eminent literar 
abilities. Before any noble Lord noticed any particular whey 
he uttered, he reminded the Houſe that the noble Lord ought 
to have moved to have his words taken down, | 

Lord Sydney briefly replied, which provoked a warm retort 
from the Earl of Lauderdale. 

The Lord Chancellor ſpoke to the point of order, and called 
the recollection of the Houſe to the motion before them. 
The motion was for certain papers {| ecifically ſtated ; un the 
motion being read, a noble Lord had ariſen and ſolicited the 

| indulgence 
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indulgence of the Houſe, to allow him to detain their Lord- 
ſhips for a few minutes, as domeſtic conſiderations obliged 
him to go into the country, and he might not have it in his 
power to be preſent, when a further diſcuſſion might take 
place. Their Lordſhips with their uſual indulgence had 
heard the noble Lord attentively, and upon that ground the 
noble Earl had taken occaſion to make a ſpeech in which a 
right honourable gentleman, who could not from his rank be 
preſent, however reſpectable and eminent in every other point 
of view, had been treated by the noble Earl with a degree of 
want of feeling that, he owned, had ſurprized him extremely. 

The Earl of Lauderdal: roſe to reply, and denied that he 
ha] been in the ſmalleſt degree out of order. With regard to 
what the noble and learned Lord had faid of his want of feel- 
ing, he did not think that he had leſs feeling than the noble 
and learned Lord; at leaſt of this he was certain, that it 
was but very lately that the noble and learned Lord had en- 
tertained ſo ſtrong a partiality for the right honourable gentle- 
man, who had been alluded to in the courſe of the converſa- 
tion. "There was an occaſion in which that noble and learned 
Lord had fignalized himſelf by a very ſevere animadverſion 
on Mr. Burke; and he believed, he had for ſome years lived 
in coolneſs with that right honourable gentleman. The Earl 
introduced an alluſion to what the Lord Chancello-, when he 
was Mr. Wedderburn, a private counſel, had faid to an 
eminent political character, (the lat: Dr. Franklin) before the 
Lords of the Privy Council “, which he reprobated as a moſt 
unjuſtifiable attack on a man remarkable for his private virtues 
and his public endowments. His Lordſhip added a variety of 
other curſory remarks on the conduct of the Lord Chancellor 
in the ot of his political life, 

The Lord Chancellor roſe to reply, and was proceeding to 
give the explanation, which he ſaid ſo perſonal a ſpeech made 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, when 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe of a ſudden to ſpeak to order. 
He contended that the noble and learned Lord had not fpoken 
to order, and was proceeding to ſpeak with ſome acrimony 
on the ſubject of his former argument, when 

Lord Grenville ſaid, the noble Earl was himſelf out of order, 
for nothing ſurely could be more violent! Irregular and dif- 
orderly, than refleRing perſonally on a noble Lord, who was 
preſent, and taking occaſion to ground his argument altogether 
an what had paſſed in debate on a former day. Such conduct 


Homo trium literarum fur eſt. 
Was 
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2 = only diſorderly in itſelf, but highly difreſp-*:ful to the 
ouſe. 

The Earl of Lauderdale ro{ again, and inſiſted that he had 
not been correctly called to order. The whole debate or con- 
verſation whichever it might be termed, had in fact been diſ- 
orderly. The noble Lord, who began it, had confeſſed that 
he was irregular in going into the ſubject of the motion at 
that time. The Houſe had nevertheleſs ſuffered him to pro- 
ceed, what therefore was permitted to one noble Lord, ought 
to be permitted to another. Having ſaid this, his Lordſhip 
proczeded to renew his attack on the Lord Chancellor in 
reply to his having charged him with ſomething like a want 
of feeling, in the manner in which he had ſpoken of Mr, 
Burke, and again ſaid, that there had been a time when the 
noble and learned Lord's triendſhip for the right honourable 
gentleman had not been equally aCtive and fervent. In pur- 
DARE his argument his Lordſhip uſed ſuch ſtrong language, 

at 

Lord Sydney with ſome indignation faid, “Are we in the 
Houſe of Lords or in Bedlam? My Lords, I ani perfectly 
aſtoniſhed at the conduct of the noble Earl, which in my 
apprehenſion has been highly irregular.” His Lordſhip 
added a few other general * on what had paſſed. 

The Duke of Leeds ſaid the whole of the converſation had 
undoubtedly been diſorderly, becauſe no motion was regularly 
under diſcuſſion, at leaft no part of the converſation had turned 
on the motion of the noble Earl for the particular paper therein 
ſpecified, excepting the ſpeech of the noble Lord, who had 
immediately riten to ſpeak to it, That noble Lord had been 
indulged by their Lordſhips with a patient hearing, and 
furely their Lordſhips would nat. preſcribe .one rule for one 
noble Lord, and a different rule for another noble Lord. 
The Duke ſpoke of Mr. Burke in terms the moſt cordial 
and at the ſame time the molt handſome and flattering, that the 
zeal and ingenuity of the warmeſt friend could have deviſed. 
He lamented extremely that the right honourable gentleman's 
name ſhould have ben introduced into the debate. He ſaw no 
neceſſity for it, bec auſe if he underſtood the noble Earl right, 
bis meaning was to call their Lordſhips attention to the grant 
itſelt, and not to the perſon in whole favour the grant was 
made. He hoped therefore in the future progres of the 
debate, that the right honourable gentleman in queſtion, 
would be as littie alluded to as poſſible. 

The Earl if La uderd ile roſe once more, and entered ſome- 


What at large into a diſcuſſion of all the matters that had been 
adyortcd 
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adverted to in the courſe of the converſation; he pointedly 


animadverted on lord Sidney's queſtion, whether he was to 


conſider himſelf in Bedlam or the Houſe of Lords, and after 


having with great ingenuity affigned a variety of reaſons, 
which, in his mind, very ſufficiently proved that they were in 
the Houſe of Lords, and not in Bedlam, took occaſion to in- 
ſinuate that the noble and learned lord on the woolſack had 


one feeling for one ſet of lords and a different feeling for 


another. | 
The Lord Chancellor in a very animated and perſpicuous 


ſpeech replicd to every infinuation, which-the noble Earl had 


thrown out againſt him, perſonally, in the courſe of the day's 


altercation, He reminded their lordſhips of the circumſtance 


that had given riſe to the converſation, and the manner in 


which it had proceeded. The noble Earl, who had ax; fat 


down, had moved for a copy of the grant to a noble lord 
preſent, in the year 1789, and likewiſe for copies of grants 
to ſundry perſons in the year 1791 ; upon hearing the motion 
a noble lord immediately implicated in the ſubject” of it, had 
riſen and begged the indulgence of their lordſhips, while he 
{tated a few points which he knew to be rather out of order, 
but pleaded domeſtic confiderations, which the noble lord 
had ſaid would unavoidably occaſion his abſence from the 
Houſe till after the Chriſtmas receſs. It was cuſtomary for 
the Houſe, when any noble lord had claimed their indulgence, 
to allow him, though ſomewhat irregular, to proceed, when he 
had ſtated ſo cogent a reaſon for his defiring to be heard, 
Upon that principle alone had any diſorder crept originally 
into the debate, but no noble lord could fairly argue, 
that becauſe the converſation began, for the reaſon he had 
itated, irregularly, it therefore was neceſſary to continue in a 


manner ſingularly diſorderly. Wich regard to much of the 


perſonality of the noble Earl, he was contended to paſs it by 
as matter, rather ariſing from the warmth and hurry of de- 
bate, than from any intention to violate that decorum, which 
the dignity of the Houſe required, or depart from thoſe ha- 
bits of civility. and reſpect which their lordſhips, however 
they might differ in political ſentiments, were aceuſtom- 
ed to pay each others Two matters, on which the noble 
Earl had laid conſiderable ſtreſs, he could not ſuffer to paſs 


wholly unnoticed or unanſwered. The noble Earl had in- 


ſinuated that his friendſhip for the right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Burke) was but of new growth, that it had ſprung up 
of late, obviouſly meaning that it bad ariſen in conſequence 


a fluctuation of political opinions on one {ide or the other, or 
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on both. The reverſe was the fact. The right honourable 
ntleman and he knew each other intimately, before either of 
Nat commenced their political cateer or were in parliament. 
Their private friendſhip had continued uninterrupted ever 
ſince. It had been conſtantly warm and ſincere, notwith- 
ſtanding various occaſional differences in debate on public 
meaſures. He believed he knew the circumſtance, to which 
the noble Earl alluded, when he ſuppoſed a cauſe of difference 
or diviſion of friendſhip had been publicly given by him. 
The circumſtance happened before the noble Earl was a 
member of either Houſe of parliament. In a ſpeech that he 
had at that day delivered in the Houſe of Commons, it hap- 
pened that the right honourable gentleman had for a ſhort 
time quitted the Houſe, and a part of his argument having 
probably been miſconceived by a member of the Houſe, but 
whether miſconceived or not, he went up ſtairs to the room 
in which the right honourable gentleman was, and male- 
volently miſrepreſented what he had ſaid, and gave his argu- 
ment a turn directly oppoſite to his meaning. The mifſre- 
preſentation was immediately communicated to him, and the 
firſt opportunity that offered, which was before the right 
honourable gentleman returned, he roſe to explain and ſet 
the matter right. The right honourable gentleman was 
perfectly ſatisfied, and their friendſhip had been as whole and 
entire from that evening, as ever it had been before. With 
regard to the other point, mentioned by the noble Earl, 
which called for ſome reply, viz. the circumftance of his having 
treated Dr. Franklinharſhly before the lords of the Privy coun- 
cil, he had more than once explained it. He on that occaſion 
ſtood not in the character of a legiſlator, not in the character of 
a member of either Houſe of parliament, but in his profeſ- 
ſional character as an advocate. The ground of the charge 
which he urged with all the poſſible force in his power, as it 
was undoubtedly his duty to urge it, was, that he was in- 
ſtructed to preſs a fat upon Dr. Franklin, of which there 
was not the ſmalleſt doubt, namely, that certain letters had 
been actually ſtolen out of an eſcrutoire and made uſe of as 
engines of political purpoſes. It was his duty, in the fitua- 
tion in which he ſtood, to do every thing to attain the ob- 
Ject of his cliants. He had no ſcruple to confeſs, that he did 
all in his power to provoke an explanation. He made the 
charge to his face, in his preſence, and with every exertion 
he was maſter of, or that his ingenuity could ſuggeſt, but with- 
out effect. I he fact was, the doctor well knew to what he 
alluded, and though the charge was made home, and in the 
"© | | ſtrongeſt 


St 4 -4 * 


Pee eh Ss. as OS as aw 


| ay, 


1 


Dec. .] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 99 
ſtrongeſt manner, no anſwer was put in. Their lordſhips 
wall hold in their recollection that he did this in pleading, 
that it was his duty, as a counſel, to do it, and that he avow- 


ed, he did it purpoſely with all poſſible energy, After ſlightly 


touching upon other topics, that had been adverted to in 
the courſe of the debate, his Lordſhip concluded with ſay- 
ing, that he had no thanks to return to the noble Earl, be- 
cauſe what had fallen from him was what he expected, but 
there were ſome men of whoſe obloquy he ſhould always be 
roud, 

The Duke of Portland preſented an addreſs from Leeds in 
favour of the two Bills. | | 

The Marquis of Buckingham alſo preſented one from Buck- 
inghamſhire, Adjourned. 


"IF 


it 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TuxzsDay, December 1. 


The Deputy Uther of the Black Rod delivered a meſſage 
from the Houſe of Lords, requiring the attendance of the 
Commons, to hear his Majeſty's commiſſion read. The 
ſpeaker having accordingly attended, on his return in- 
formed the Houſe, that the royal aſſent, by commiſſion, was 


given to the Bill to prohibit the exportation of ſtareh and to 


lower the duties on the importation of candles and ſoap. 


CONVENTION BILLS.-CASTLE-BAYNARD WARD, 


Sir V. Scott preſented a petition, ſigned by a number of 
the inhabitants of Caſtle-Baynard ward, in favour of the two 
Bills, known by the name of the treaſon and ſeditious meet- 
ing Bills, | | 

The learned gentleman obſerved, that the Houſe would 
recollect that a petition. had been already preſented to the 
Houſe againſt the Bills. It had been ſtated, that the petition 
already preſented contained the ſenſe of the inhabitants of 
that ward. That ſtatement was certainly not the fact, 
as the petition he held in his hand would fully prove. The 
former petition was ſigned, it was true, by 196, and the 
preſent petition was ſigned by 166. On examining the ſig- 
natures ſubjoined to the former petition, it. would be found 
that out of 196, 132 had only ſigned, who were entitled to 
it, which left a deciſive majority in favour of the petition he 
was about to preſent. of 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he defpiſed miſrepreſentation as much on one 
lide as the other; becauſe, however miſrepreſentation might 
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| ſerve the preſent purpoſe, it would not continue to deceive, 
He did not mean to impute an improper motive to the learn- 
ed gentleman who preſented the laſt vetition, and would take 
his word as ſoon as any perſon's he knew; he had not, how- 
ever, heard that learned gentleman declare, that the petition 
he had juſt preſented was obtained in the manner in which 
he wiſhed to ſee all popular petitions obtained, namely, at a 
public meeting. He conſidered a public meeting for that 
purpoſe preferable to any other, becauſe many who came to 
a public meeting would vote according to their conſcience, 
although they might otherwiſe be tempred ta be ir fluenced 
by motives of inferior conſideration. At the fame time, he 
did not wiſh by any means to throw the ſlighteſt reflect ou on 
any body of men who might happen to differ from him in 
opinion on any public ſubject; his own opinion was, that 
ſuch was the tendency of the Bills, that, if no attempt was 
made to diſguiſe them, an Engliſhman could ſcarcely be 
found to ſanction them; this was what induced him to think 
that miſrepreſentations alone could procure ſ:gnatures to pe- 
titions in ſupport of Bills that went to the immediate ſub- 
verſion of the conſtitution. He was far, he ſaid, from being 
ſurprized that petitions of this kind ſhould be procured in 
conlequence of the inordinate influence of the crown; his 
5 was, that petitions againſt the Bills ſhould find their 
way to the table from ſome places that he could name, Such 
petitions, undoubtedly, did great credit to the good ſenſe 
and public ſpirit of theſe that ſigned them. The learned 
gentlemen had ſtated that the petition from Caſtle-Bay- 
nard Ward, preſented by an honourable gentleman, (Mr. 
Creſpigny) contained 196 fignatures ; but the real number 
was only 132, becauſe the reſt had not a right to fign it; 
and the petition (Sir W. Scott's) which he was about to pre- 
ſent, amounted to 166 and this the learned gentleman called a 
decided majority, If the learned gentleman wiſhed to come to 
iſſue on that decided majority, he was ready to join them; and 
in order to determine the fact, the beſt way would be to move 
for a Committee for that purpoſe, This mode was adopted in 
the courſe of laſt ſeſſion, in the diſputed petition from Carliſle ; 
the Committee did not report on that queſtion; as Corliſle was 
at a great diſtance to bring witneſſes to the bar of that Houle ; 
but Caſtie-Zaynard was at hand; and he challenged the 
learned gentleman to meet him in a Committee on the queſ- 
tion. Ii the majority of the inhabitants of Caſtle-Baynard 
was in favour of the Bills, why did they not attend the public 
meeting, which was regularly called to take the ſenſe of the 
inhabigants on that ſubject? This, in itſelf, prima gy on 
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ſtrong preſumption that the majority was not in favour of the 
Bills. 49 | 

The petition was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Sir M. Scott replied, that his aſſertions were ſupported by 
the beſt enquiries, which he had made on the ſubject, no ſig- 
natures could have been obtained, there having been no ſoli- 
citation whatever; and he had no poſſible objection to prove 
his allegations in acommittee, if required, | 

The Petition was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
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POOLE. 1 

Mr. M. A. Taylor preſented a petition from the Mer- 1 { 
chants, Traders, and Inhabitants of the county and town i 
of Poole, againſt the Bills. Mr. Taylor faid; when he re- 8 
flected on the influence of the Crown in almoſt every ſea- 10 


port, it was in ſome meaſure aſtoniſhing that petitions of the 
nature which he held in his hand ſhould find their way to that 
Houſe ; nay, what was (till more ſurpriſing, that they ſhould 
be ſo numerouſly ſigned without any ſolicitation. The mo- 
ment the Bills in queſtion reached Poole, 'the inhabitants were 
determined to ſhew their pointed diſapprobation of them. The 
meeting was regularly convened, the ſheriff took the chair, 
and though numerouſly attended, the utmoſt order and una- 
nimity prevailed. "The ſignatures to the petition were of the 
firſt reſpeRability, The number of electors in the town of 
Poole amounted to 120; but the inhabitants to about 5coo, 
including the vicinity. A large portion of both claſſes had 
5 the petition, Which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. | 

| CHICHESTER. 

Mr. Thomas preſented a petition from the Inhabitants of 
22 againſt the Bills. Read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. - 

SPITAL-FIELD WEAVERS, 

Mr. Sheridan preſented a petition from the Weavers of 
Spital-fields, Bethnal- Green, and the neighbourhood, againſt 
the Bills, Read, and ordered to lie on the table. The Sb | 
tures amounted to between two and three thouſand. 

DISTILLERY BILL. 


Mr, Roſe moved the Order of the Day, that the Houſe do 
reſolve itfelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to pro- 
mbit, for a time to be limited, the Diſtillation from 


laſſes, &c, 
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Sir Jobn Sinclair preſented a petition from Meſſrs. Baker 
and Martin, at Greenock, and Meſſrs. Pemberton, at Glaſ- 
gow, the only diſtillers of ſpirits from molaſſes in Scotland, 
which ſtated, that they had paid 54301. to government for a 
licenſe to diſtill ſpirits from molaſſes, and that they had entered 
into large contracls upon that account; that they uſed only 
eleven puncheons of molaſſes in a week, and that they were 
ready to prove that molaſſes was not an article of conſump- 
tion in Scotland. They, therefore, requeſted to be exempted 
till they had worked off their ſtock in hand, or to have the 
duties reimburſed, ſince it would otherwiſe tend to their bank- 
ruptcy, and the ruin of their families. The petition was 
referred to the Committee. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into the ſaid committee, 
Mr. Hobart in the chair. 

Mr. Roſe ſaid he had no doubt that the petition preſented by 
Sir John Sinclair, contained a true ſtatement of facts. He 
ſhould, therefore, move a clauſe to refund the duty the peti- 
tioners had already advanced. It was his wiſh to grant eve 
indulgence conſiſtent with the views of the Bill; but if the 
prayer of that petition ſhould be acceded to by the Houſe with 
reſpect to times, it was not eaſy to foreſee the conſequences. 
Diſtillers from this country might go to Scotland to enjoy the 
benefit of it. 

Mr. V. Smith ſaid, the inconveniences ariſing from the 
"dive young of the Bill, were as heavily felt by individuals in 

ondon as in Scotland, he hoped, therefore, that if indulgence 
ſhould be granted to one party, it would not be refuſed to ano- 
ther ; and that if diſtillers in this country had advanced any 
duty, it would be refunded in the ſame manner as it was pro- 
poſed to be to the petitioners. N 

Mr. Roſe replied, that in Scotland the duty was annual, in 
proportion to the ſize of the ſtill; in this country it was on 
the conſumption. He ſhould propoſe that the diſtilleries ſhould 
ceaſe in this country from the 11th day of December inſt. 
and in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, on the 19th 
of December inſtant. The blanks being filled up with theſe 
dates, and other proviſions agreed to for contracts, &c. the 
Report was ordered to be brought up. 


ARMY ESTIMATES. 


General Macleed (aid, he had looked that morning over the 
papers, which had been laid on the table the preceding night, 
relative to the army eftimates, and found ſo many things queſ- 
tionable in them, that they ought, for the information > gen- 

| tlemen 
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tlemen on a ſubject of ſuch importance, to be printed. He 
therefore moved, that they ſhould be printed, which was 
agreed to, FL 


Sir M. Young brought in a bill to enlarge the powers of the 


ninth of George the Firſt, for the purpoſe of occafionally 
relieving the poor at their own houſes, under certain circum- 
ſtances, and in certain caſes, Read a firſt time, and ordered 
to be read a ſecond. Sir William ſaid, it was his wiſh, if the 
Houſe ſhould agree to the ſecond reading of the bill, ro move 
that it be printed, that gentlemen might turn the principles 
and proviſions of it in their mind, before it went into the 
committee. | 
BOARD OF AGRI CULTURE. 


Sir Fohn Sinclair gave notice, that, on Friday, he propoſed 
to call the attention of the Houſe to a ſubject of great import- 
ance, He need not remind gentlemen, that the Houſe had 
addreſſed his Majeſty to give directions, that a Board of Agri- 
culture be erected ; that Board had been erected accordingly, 
and employed in promoting the political welfare of the coun- 
try. At the laſt meeting, the members of that inſtitution had 
come to ſeveral reſolutions, and, amongſt the reſt, they re- 
ſolved that the Preſident be defired to move in that Houſe for 


a Select Committee, to take into conſideration the ſtate and 


improvement of the waſte lands of this country, In purſu- 

ance, of that requeſt, it was his intention to move for that 

committee on Friday, | 
GLASGOW, 


Mr. Erſtine preſented a petition againſt the Treaſon and 
Seditious Meeting Bill, from ſeveral inhabitants of the city 
of Glaſgow, Mr. Erſkine faid, he wiſhed to avoid any thing 
that bordered on miſrepreſentation, in conſecuence of which, 
he would not ſay that this was a petition from the merchants 
of Glaſgow, He ſhould juſt ſtate it as the title ſtood at the 
head of the petition, which ran thus: We the underſigned 
merchants, manufacturers, traders, &c.” The petition he 
held in his hand was ſigned by ten thouſand and upwards ; the 
liſt was truly reſpectable. He underſtood there were three 
counter petitions preparing in Glaſgow, and daily expected to 
be preſented to that Houſe. The firſt, as he underſtood, was 


from the Provoſt, Magiſtrates, and Town Council of Glaſ- 4 
gow ; the ſecond from the Houſe of Trade; and the third from 


the Merchants, &c. of that city. As to the firſt claſs, it was, 
as far as his information could carry him, compoſed of 35 in- 
dividuals, 
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dividnals, who elected one another; the ſecond conſiſted, he 
believed, of the ſame number, and were conſidered 2s the re- 
preſentatives of 500 merchants. As to the third claſs, when 


laid on the table, gentlemen would then have an opportunity 


of comparing the ſignatures with thoſe ſubjoined to the peti- 
tion he held in his hand, and he was not atraid to ſhrink from 
any compariſon, either as to number or reſpectability. 

Ar. Secretary Dundas was happy that he had then the laſt 
petition to preſent, which the learned gentleman had men- 
tioned ; and the other two, he obſerved, had already been pre- 
fented. The firſt was from the political repreſentatives of 
Glaſgow; and the other from the Guilderie; which, the 
learned gentleman muſt have known, conſiſted of the whole 
body of merchants and traders in Glaſgow ; as the Guilderie 
of every borough was the houſe of trade throughout Scotland, 
When the Houle had received the third, they would find that 
the petitioners conſidered thembelves the great body of re ſpect- 
able inhabitants in Scotland, Mr. Dundas accuſed the people 
on the other part of miſrepreſentation ; they had ſummoned 
the inhabitants of Glaſgow to ſign petitions againſt the bills 
by beat of drum ; ſtating, that it they paſſed intoa law, they 
would totally annihilate their liberties ; and infinuating, that 
religious ſocieties could no longer mect ; that the ſurviving 
friends of deceaſed perfons could no longer aſſemble in any 
large number at a funeral; and that all feflivats would be ſub- 
ject ta the ſame reſtrictions. - It fo happened, that the inha- 
bitants of the town of Glaſgow, who were ſevere and rigid 
people, aod accuſtomed to aſſemble in large bodies at fune- 
rals, to pay the laſt honour to the dead, were deceived by 
thoſe miirepreſentations, till the bills were explained unto 
them, when thoſe who were diſpoſed to live quietly,” drew up 
this petition, praying that the bills might be paſicd into laws; 
and, in order tlrat their names might be fairly inveſtigated, 
they had ſubſcribed their places of abode. 

Ar. Erſtine faid, he did not pretend to be intimately ac- 
quainted with the Jaws and cuſtoms of that part of his native 
country; but he believed he ran very little danger of being 
contradicted, when he repeated what he had juſt ſtated. "The 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had called the Pro- 
voſt, Magiſtrates, and Town-Council of Glaſgow, by the 
pompous phraſe of political repreſentatives. "The fact was, 


their number amounted to thirty-ſix only ; and the number of 


the Guilderie to no more. The former elected each other; 


nne latter were {tated to bs. the reprelentatives of 550 mer- 
chants z 
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_ chants ; but he believed there was as little communication be- 
twixt the repreſentatives of that body and their conſtituents, 
as they were: called, as there was betwixt another body, which 
he could name, and their conſtituents. With regard toa drum 
being beat through the ſtreets, to tell the people, if the bills 
in queſtion paſſed into a law, their liberties were extinct from 
that moment, was there any miſrepreſentation in that ? No. 


Alas! it was too true. With reſpect to the prohibition of re- 


latives and friends from attending a funeral, perhaps the per- 
ſon that told them this, meant to ſay, that in a ſhort time, they 
would, as mutes attend the conſtitution to the grave, | 

Mr. Erſkine added, upon the authority of Mr. (Oſwald, 
that the 36 Perſons of the Guilderie were a ſelect committee 
out of the 500 Merchiints, and that the names of many of 
thoſe 500 Merchants who conſtituted that committee were 
ſubſcribed to his petition. | 

Mr. Fox ſaid there was no man more deſirous to give 
weight, and the - moſt reſpectable attention, to men of pro- 
perty, at all times, and on all occaſions, than he was. If, 
however, there ever had been a period when an exception to 
that rule was demanded, that period had arrived, when thoſe 
diſtinctions ſhould be avoided, that drew invidious ſeparations 
between the higher and lower orders of ſociety, He cautioned 
thoſe in power to beware how they promoted a ſyſtem caltu- 
lated to unite the rich againſt the indigent. This, theoreti- 
cally ſpeaking, was bad; practically, it was dangerous and 
ruinous. Nothing in his mind could tend more to affect 
the well-being of the ſtate. Whatever means might be taken 
to ſtifle the voice of the people, the rich would ſtill enjoy that 
intercourſe, and the power of ſtating their grievances, and 
calling for redreſs, while the poor would be. precluded from 
the means of approaching the higher powers. Who, then, 
would fay, that the poor were not more intereſted than the 
rich, in objecting to laws that excluded them from redreſs, 
and prevented them from enjoying thoſe equal benefits, reſult- 
ing from our laws, the eternal theme of miniſters. The go- 
vernment of the country was not leſs valuable to the lower 
than to the higher orders of the people; and he was concerned 
to find ſuch a tendency on the oppoſite ſide of the Houſe to 
enforce ſuch diſtinctions. Theſe bills deprived the poor of 
their natural ſhare in the government; while the rich, by 
their influence in elections, and their controul over corpora- 


tions, would gain that eaſy acceſs, at all times, to ſtate their 


grievances, and demand redreſs, which the poor could not ob- 
tain, So far he was deſirous to give weight to men of — 
ty; 
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perty ; but {till he would repeat, that the poor, in the pre- 


ſent inſtance, were more immediately and purticularly inter. 
eſted. Gentlemen talked of miſrepreſentation ; he fad re- 
ceived a hand-bill, that had been conveyed through the Ge- 
neral Poſt Office to the mayor of Caermarthen, which went 
to a compleat miſrepreientation of the bills; it ſtated, that they 
were perfectly harmleſs, and would by no means trench on 

the liberties of the people. As the- bill ſtood at preſent, be- 
nefit ſocieties were not excepted. It was ſaid, that meet. 
ings by the ſheriff were alſo excepted; it depended, however, 
on the will of the ſheriff whether he would or would not call 
thoſe meetings. He would not attribute this to government, 
it might be done without their knowledge, by their agents, 
but it contained a ſeries of the moſt groſs miſtepreſentations 

in fayour of the preſent meaſures that could poſſibly be in- 
vented. 

Mr. Sberidan, in alluſion to the advertiſement read by Mr, 
Fox, ſaid, that the Poſt Office was made the head guarters for 
diſſeminating the miſrepreſentations and multifarious libels of 
government, the expence of which was paid by the public 
money. If ſuch meaſures were countenanced by government, 
it was a matter of a very. ſerious nature; and when he received 
better information on the ſubject, he would urge it as a mat- 
ter worthy of Parliamentary inveſtigation, He next adverted 
to what had fallen from a worthy magiſtrate, (Alderman An- 
derſon) on a former night, who brought a charge againſt the 
perſons who requeſted him to call a meeting of the Ward of 
Alderſgate, namely, that they wiſhed to diſplace Mr, Pitt to 
make room for Mr. Fox. A public contradiction had ap- 
peared in the public prints, ſigned by four of the perſons who 
waited on the honourable Alderman with the requiſition, and 
they had poſitively ſtated, that not a word on ſuch a ſub- 
ject was uttered. He muſt treat the circumſtance, therefore, 

a levity, ſimilar to that which the honourable Alderman 
menti with reſpect to the Duke of Bedford, and the idle 
tale at the turnpike gate. Such miſrepreſentations, Mr. She- 
ridan ſaid, were unworthy of an Alderman and a Magiſtrate ; 
he hoped, however, the Hon. Alderman would have the can- 
dour and fairneſs to ſtate the particulars of the interview with 
his conſtituents. 

Alderman Anderſon, in reply, ſaid, he had ſeen the advertiſe- 
ment in a morning paper, ſigned by four gentlemen, which 
was artfully drawn up, merely to miſrepreſent, and with a view 
to inſinuate, that he had delivered a ſentiment contrary to the 
truth ; he deſpiſed them and the advertiſement. He 97 
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fate that the converſation paſſed when the parties waited on 
him with the requiſition. He told them at thetime, that they 
wiſhed to take him by furprize ; on the next day, one of the 
perſons told him what on a former night he had mentioned; 
this was the real {tate of the caſe, he declared upon his ho- 
nour, and he hoped it would be deemed ſatisfactory. 

Mr. Sheridan preſented a petition againſt the - bills from 
bookſellers, ſtationers, printers, and paper-makers, who con- 


| ceived that, if they paſſed into laws, they were fo immedi- 


ately connected with the liberty of the pres, as to threaten 
their bankiuptcy, and the ruin of their families, 

The Attorn'y G-neral wiſhed this queſtion to be debated and 
decided how juſtly the bills could be ſail to touch the liberties 
of the pres. | Berti 

A pet'tion from the aldermen and clergy of the borough of 
St, Albau's, praying for meaſures to prevent ſeditious meet- 
une. was preſented. 

r. Henry Thornton preſented one to the fame effect from 
the inhabitants of the borough of Southwark. When the 
inhabitants were convened on a former occaſton, he ſaid, 
5000 people were aſſembled in the town hall, and the majority 
in favour of a petition againft the bills was fo great, that, ac- 


cording to the report of ſome people, there were 4 and 5 to 1; 


and, in the opinion of others, 7 and 8 to 1, That meeting, 
certainly, was not otherwiſe tumultuous than, any other meet- 
ing in a town hall; and, therefore, though of a different 
opinion himſelf on the nature and neceſſity of the bills in queſ- 
tion, and believing that a repreſentative was not always bound 
to adopt the fentiments of his conſtituents; he thought their 
general ſenſe was decidedly againſt the bills, and truſted to a 
future opportunity for explaining his diſſent from them to 
their ſatisfaction. It was with no ſmall pleaſure that he then 
informed the Houſe he was able to judge of the general ſenſe of 
his conſtituents with accuracy; and he ound, trom experience, 
of three pariſhes out of five, that the majority admitted the ne- 
ceſſity and approved of the conſtruction of the bills, The way 
in which he deduced this opinion was from the following facts. 
Some gentlemen had prepared the petition which he then pre- 
ſented, and waited on the inhabitants at their own houſes, 
Two thirds of the inhabitants declined all interference, but 
left it to the care of their repreſentatives ; many of them were 
not at home when the gentiemen called, who never made a ſe- 
cond application, and the remainder were of opinion in op- 
poſition to the bills. Yet in St. Mary Overy's pariſh, out of 
500 houſeholders, 250 had ſigned the preſent petition; in St. 
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Szviour's, out of 230 houſeholders, 120 had ſigned it, and in 
St. Olave's, 59. The petition contained 720 ſignatures, and 
there never were more than 1800 elefors; ſo that one half 
of the whole of the houſekeepers of Southwark, paying ſeot 
and lot, that is, high and low, excluding thoſe who pay no 
taxes, might be ſaid to be in favour of the bill. | 

Lord Fohn Ruſſel did not riſe to object to bringing up the 
petition, but he wondered how the honourable gentleman 
could ſtate that petition to be the general ſenſe of the inhabi- 
tants, or allow it to be a decided majority, even if the eleCtors 
were no more than 18c0; though Lord John Ruſſel had heard 
them computed at 2000. There was a material difference, 
however, he obſerved, in the manner of ſigning the two pe- 
titions. The petition juſt preſented was only ſigned by three 
pariſhes out of five, after preparation, opportunity, and indi- 
vidual application, while the other was voluntarily ſigned in 
the ſpace of twenty-four hours only, by upwards of 800. 


LIBEL UPON THE HOUSE. 


Mr. Sheridan preſented the Report “ of the Committee ap- 
pointed to enquire who was the author of a pamphlet entituled, 
« Thoughts en the Engliſh Government,” 

The Report was ordered to be read. After which 

Mr. Sheridan roſe, he ſaid, to move, that the report ſhould 
be laid upon the table, but the Speater informed him, that ſuch 
a motion would preclude him from making any ſubſequent 
motion for fixing a day for the conſideration of the report. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that it was his wiſh that gentlemen 
ſhould have tome time for the examination of the report. His 
own view of the fact was, whether it could be brought home 
to a man in the ſituation of Mr. Reeves, and connected, as he 
was, with the adminiſtration of the country, | 

He concluded by moving, that the report be printed, and 
taken into conſideration on Friday, December 4th. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſubmitted it to the Houſe, 
whether there was a neceſſity for entering into a conſideration 
of the report ſo early as Friday, Upon the doctrine contained 
in the pamphlet, the Houſe had already declared tneir opinion. 
It was true, that queſtions of privilege were generally diſcuſſed 
as ſoon as poſſible; but as the Houſe had already argued the 
ſubject, he conceived that the Houſe might exerciſe its diſcre- 
tion with reſpect to the period when the report ſhould be ary 

ſidered. 


Vide Appendix. 
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ſidered. As ſome important buſineſs ſtood for Friday, he 
wiſhed that the report ſhould not be taken into contideration 
till Tueſday, the 8th, . 

Mr. Fox ſtated, that Tueſday was fixed for the call; and 
that the report of the budget would probably he preſented upon 
that day. The important buſineſs fixed for Frid iy might not, 
he ſuggeſted, occupy much debate. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, he did not deſire 
to delay unneceſlarily the conſideration of the report. 

After ſome farther converſation, it was fixed that the conſi- 

deration of the report ſhould be the ſecond order of the day on 

Friday the 4th. The report was ordered to be printed in the 

mean time. 
BILL FOR SUPPRESSING SEDITIOUS MEETINGS. 


The order of the day, for receiving the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Bill for prohibitiag ſeditious meetings having 
been read. 0 

Mr. Fox ſaid it was not his intention to debate the general 
principle of the Bill with the modifications it had undergone 
in the Committee in that ſtage of it. He wiſhed, however, 
that the Houſe mould, if poſſible, underitand it. He declared 
he had peruſed it with attention, and he was ready to confeſs, 
that he did not underſtand it; and from what had fallen from a 
learned gentleman that day, reſpeCting political lectures, he 
was inclined to believe that the framers of the Bill did not un- 
derſtand it much better than himſelf, He particularly com- 
plained of the ambiguity of that clauſe which included within 
the operation of the act, „every houſe, room, fie d, or other 
place, which ſhall be opened and uſed for the purpoſe of deli- 
vering lectures, or publicly debating, &c. whether ſuch houſe, 
room, field, or place, ſhall be opened and uſed for any ſucn pur- 
poſe alone, or for any ſuch purpole together with any other pur- 
poſe, or under whatever pretence the fame ſhall be opened and 
uſed, to which any perſon ſhall be admit: ed by the payment of 
money, or by tickets fold for money, &c.” r. Fox faid, he 
conſidered this clauſe as including every houſe where money 
was taken for admiſhon, and conſequently that political de- 
bates, either profeſſedly, or incidentally, were introduced, If 
ſo, it would reach to every ſociety ; for example, the Whig 
Club, of which he had the honour to be a member, met at a 
tavern, and paid a certain annual ſubſcription, partly for the 
uſe of the houſe, and partly for incidental expences; would, or 
would not, the tavern, under the preſent proviſion of the Bill, 
be liable to be pronounced a diſorderly houſe, and incur the 

Penalties of the Bill? The proviſions of the Bill would attach 
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on ſuch houſe the ſame as on a houſe where money was taken 
tor political lectures; in both money was taken for the accom - 
modation of the o nv. The ſame obſervations would apply 
to all ſocieties compoſed of the lower orders of the people for 
the moſt laudable purpoſes, if they incidentally introduce poli- 
ties into their converſation. He called on gentlemen on the 
other ſide to ſtate on what prineiple of policy this reſtriction 
was to take place, No meeting, to diſcuſs the propriety of cut- 


ting a navigable canal, could be held at an inn in the country, 


where money, on ſuch occations, was uſually taken for the 
uſe of the room, although politics did not conftitute a part of 
the converiation, without the landlord incurring the penalties of 
the Bill, It might be ſaid, that innkeepers, &c. might qualify 
themſelves by taking out a licence, the ſame as political leQu- 

ters: he would ſubmit it however to the juſtice of the Houſe, 
whether perſons contributing ſo largely to the revenue ought 

to be oppreſſed with additional burthens, efpecially when their 

houſes were not opened or uſed for the expreſs purpoſe of politi- 

cal diſcuſſions; and whether they ought to be ſubject to pu- 

niſhment in conſequence of any topics of -a politial nature be- 

ing incidentally introduced by the perſons who frequented, or 

caſually dropt in at a meeting convened for any ſpecial pur- 

poſe? The Houſe ought clearly to underſtand the import of 
the words, that they might know on whom the Bill would at- 

tach. To him it was obvious, that it would include fome 

whom the framers of it would he believed, wiſh to exclude ; 

and it would likewiſe exclude others whom they, he took it for 

granted, wiſhed to include. 

The power of diſcrimination might perhaps be left to the 
magiſtrates: it was, however, impoſſible for them, who were 
too often illiterate perſons, to put the proper conſtruction on 
an act of parliament, which the legiſlature themſelves did not 
comprehend, To inveſt them with diſcretionary power, was 
dangerous in the extreme; and it ſurely never could be the 
policy of this kingdom, to ſuffer them to diſſolve meetings for 
the improvements of arts and ſciences, which, under certain 
circumſtances, they would under the Bill be empowered to 
do. He did not ſtate theſe things with any view of ſhewing 
that he approved of any thing in the Bill, he deteſted the prin- 
ciple of it; he ated chem for the purpoſe of knowing in what 
light they ſtruck the authors of the Bill, in order that the 
way might be cleared for a debate on the third reading, and 
that he might not be entangled with perpetual recurrence to 
the proviſions of the Bill, when he ſhould come to oppoſe it 
on the third reading. In ſhort; he wanted to know of the 

promoters 
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promoters of the Bill, what it was which the Bill would, and 
what it would nut, prohibit ? | | | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer denied, that, according to 
the natural conſtruction of the words in the Bill, any of the 
inconveniences pointed out by Mr. Fox could occur. If the 
magiſtrates abuſed the diſcretion repoſed in them, the party 
aggrieved would have the right of appeal to the ſuperior courts, 
where the proper conftruchon would be put on the word- 
ing of the Bill; and if there appeared a miſapplication of the 
ſound diſcretion which it was their duty to exerciſe, puniſh- 
ment would of courſe attach on them. The expediency of 
the meaſure had already been diſcuſſed, and the houſe had 
2greed on the neceſſity of checking that torrent of licentiouf. 
neſs which threatened to ſweep before it every thing that was 
valuable in the conftitution. If more Jatitude was given to 
the perſons whole conduct juſtified the reſtriction, it would 
open the door to evaſions, and thereby render the proviſions 
of the bill nugatory. It had been aſked, whether every houſe, 
where political ſubjects might be introduced incidentally, 
was to be deemed diforderly'? This would be a fit queſtion 
for the conſideration of the magiſtrate, who would, no doubr, 
diſcriminate between a houſe where a meeting was convened 
for one purpoſe, and another carried on. The bill muſt 
comprehend that in its perview and proviſions, or the clauſe 
be altogether loſt 3 and a ſpecihe regulation made againſt 
Ieftures and debates. He declared he was — ivy 
other line of diſtinction that could be drawn; if, however, 
gentleman, in oppoſition, who had not deigned to give their 
affiſtance in the committee, would now ſuggeſt any amend- 
ment, or propoſe any practical diſtinction, the Houſe he was 
perſuaded. would liſten to it with pleaſure.” As an individual 
member of the Houſe, he had no difficulty in declaring, that 
the proviſions of the bill were equally well caleulated to 
reſtrain the progreſs of ſedition, and to protect the innocent 
trom oppreſſion. Fi | 
Mr. Fox took notice that the Right Honourable Gentleman 
had admitted it to be a matter of difficulty to reſtrict in the 
particular - caſes, and he himſelf thought it an impoſlibility : 
as he did not ſet his wits to; combat impoſſibilities, he ſhould 
recur to his former objection upon that part of the clauſe in 
which the words ſtood, “ and under whatever pretence; he 
declared himſelf by no means ſatisfied with the reply his 
queſtion had received. The fact was evident, the gentlemen 
on the other ſide did not underſtand it themſelves ; and, in the 
dame of common ſenſe, could there be a greater abſurdity, 
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than to refer that to the diſcuſſion of a magiſtrate, when the 
Houſe, that paſſed the bill, did not themſelves underſtand it? 
What was this but ſaying, We paſs laws ; but we leave you 
to explain them. He ſhould incidentally remark upon the 
univerſality attributed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
to the ſentiment of intolerable grievance, reſulting from cer- 
tain political lectures. He, for one, faw nothing like this 
ſentiment exiſting, although certainly he had no predilection 
in favour of political lectures. After conſidering a variety of 
caſes that preſented themſelves to his mind very powerfully, 
he could not but object to the proviſion, which left it in the 
diſcretion of the magiſtrate to pronounce upon the degree of 
innocence of intention by which meetings eventually political 
might be ſuffered in houſes opened for other purpoſes. He 
again therefore preſſed for ſome fair and candid interpretation 
upon the ſubject from the other ſide of the Houſe, ? 

The Attorney General declared, he could not bring his mind 
to conceive that the words could be tortured to the ſenſe gen- 
tlemen had been pleaſed to give them. He wiſhed to call to 
their recollection a law framed by a learned gentleman of great 
abilities in the year 1781, (Mr. Manshfiele,) for preventing 
public meetings on the ſabbath, profeſſedly for * — 
ſcriptures, but really for certain wicked purpoſes. hat 
act, liable as it undoubtedly was to all the objections that had 
been urged in the preſent inſtance, paſſed with the concur- 
rence of the right honourable gentleman and both Houſes of 
Parliament. It was plain, that, if any meeting was held for 
the expreſs purpoſes prohibited, it became puniſhable ? If on 
the other hand a meeting was held expreſsly for another pur- 
poſe, but really for any of the prohibited purpoſes, ought it 
not to be equally puniſhed? Gentlemen might have ſuggeſted, 
if they were ſo inclined, amendments ; inſtead of purſuing 
that regular parliamentary method of amending any clauſe of 
the bill, that they might conſider to require modification, they 
oppoſed the whole, on account of a ſingle objeQtion to a part 
of it. He wiſhed the Houſe to conſider, whether this partial 
grievance was to ſuperſede the public advantage ariſing from 
the prohibition of the miſchief. 

Mr. Sheridan (aid, nothing that he had heard removed the 
objection taken by his right honourable friend; with regard 
to the act quoted by the learned gentleman, it did certainly 
not apply in the leaſt to the caſe in point; the learned gentle- 
man was inaccurate when he ſtated that it - paſſed without 
objection; Mr. Sheridan well recollected, that at the time, 
he had himfelf oppolcd the bill as too extenſive in its provi- 
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ſions, and too liberal of its conſtruction. In reſpect to the 
clauſe alluded to, although gentlemen could not expect him 
to take any great delight in amending their bills, and he did 
not know whether he would if he could, yet he pronounced 
the preſent bill to be one which it was impoſſible to amend, 
As far as he underſtood it, it went abſolutely to the prohibi- 
tion of all political diſcuſſions whatever, and he believed was 
intended by its authors to do ſo: he therefore wanted a 
diſtinft anſwer to a plain and ſimple queſtion ; Would ſuch 8 
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an inſtitution as the Whig Club, for inſtance, be ſuffered 
after the bill paſſed to aſſemble without a licenſe? Or would 
Mr Reeves's Aſſociation, or the meeting at the St. Alban's ? 
There never could be, in fact, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, any meet- 
ing whatever, how uſual fo ever they might have been, and 
on whatever diverſity of motives aſſembled, but, if politics 
were once introduced, from that moment the houſes were 
diſorderly houſes, 

Mr. Anftruther ſaid, that if he underſtood the objection, 
it was, that if clubs or aſſemblies, however innocent in their 
nature, and different in their object, incidentally fell into 
debate on political ſubjects, they would be comprehended 
under the clauſe. He did not think, however, that that was 
the caſe;z* if a club, profeſſedly for an innocent pur- 
poſe, admitted diſcuſſions of a political nature under that 
pretext, they ſhould in his opinion be ſtopped. The queſtion 
then came to this, if the object of a meeting was directly 
political, there was no doubt; and if a difterent profeſſiop 
was abuled, there was warrantable occaſion for the diſcretion 
of the magiſtrate to interfere. 

Mr. Grey ſaid that his honourable friend's (Mr. Fox) ob- 
jection, had not been fairly met ; if a meeting did in fact take 
place, where political diſcuſſions aroſe, it would come under 
the bill as it ſtood, ſince there was no mention in it of the 
pretence of the meeting, Were there to be a county meet- 
ing, called for the purpoſe of petitioning againſt grie- 
vance, at any inn, where each perſon. paid for his propor- 
tion, the diſcuffion of the buſineſs of the meeting would come 
under the words of the bill, and without a licenſe the houſe 
would be liable to be conſidered dlſorderly. Policy” was a 

* word of very general deſcription and. wide extent, and might 
include every ſpecies of meeting on general topics. On his 
fide of the houſe, he ſaid, it had beea maintained at firſt, that 
friendly ſocieties would be ſubject to it, as meetings on any 
pretence, where politics might be debated,” were forbidden ; 

Vol. II. 1795. Q but 
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but theſe words, “ any. pretence” had been ſince put out, 
which confirmed him in that opinion, Every other meeting, 
lectures on law, or any other ſubject, would be compre. 
hended; and where money was taken for admiſſion into a 
room where politics became the topic of converſation, the bill 
would interfere. 

Mr Anſtrutber ſaid, he ſaw that he had been miſconceived. 
Be meavt, if a meeting was bona fide for one purpoſe, and 


de facto for political diſcuſſion, that it ought to come under 


the prohibition. 

Mr. Sheridan deſired from the learned gentleman an an- 
ſwer to the queſtion, Whether a tavern- keeper ſuffering a 
meeting, ſuch as the Whig Club, to be held, would the maſter 
of the houfe be obliged to take out the licenſe ? 

Mr. Mainwaring, in conſequence of the great difficulty 
in the reſtriction, confe ſled by the right honourable the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, was induced to move a proviſo, that 
the maſters of victualling-houſes, ale-houſes, and other places 
of public entertainment, ſhould not be liable for the conſe- 
quences of ſuch debates or diſcuſſions as might unadviſedly 
ariſe in meetings held for very different oſtenſible purpofcs, 


and of which they could prove their having no ſort of know- 


ledge. | 

The Solicitor General reminded the Houſe, that whatever 
might be the conſtruction of this clauſe, it would, aſter all, 
remain for a court and a jury to determine upon it, and that 
therefore there was not that fort of diſcretionary power veſted 
in a magiſtrate which had been ſuppoſed. He ſaid, it was 
certainly not the object of thoſe who brought in the bill to put 
vintners and publicans under reſtrictions, or to harraſs them 
with penalties. In order to charge the maſter of a houſe with 
a penalty, it muſt be proved that theſe political or debating 
clubs were held with his knowledge; and that the original 
deſign of the meeting of ſuch perſons was for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of holding ſuch political diſcuſſions; and hee money 
was paid on admiſſion, for that expreſs purpoſe : before any 
maſter of a houſe could therefore be charged with a penalty, 
it mult be proved that the meeting was held in it with his cog- 
nizance, and that the money was paid on admiſſion, for the 
purpoſe of public debate. If a meeting or aſſembly was con- 
vened for one purpcſe, and converted to ſome other purpoſe 
than that which was intended, the maſter of the houſe was 
not in that caſe liable to the penalties of the bill. It would 


indeed be a moſt extrav2gant conſtruQtion of the clauſe, that 
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a perſon ſhoule be made liable to penalties, becauſe thoſe pre- 
ſent at a public entertainment, might be forced to hear things 
contrary to the profeſſed intention of their attendance. It never 
could be ſuppoſed, that, becauſe perſons meet to dine at a 
tavern, and the converſation afterwards turns on political ſub- 
jects, that therefore the tavern-keepers ſhould be liable to 


puniſhment. Such ſeverity would be peculiarly prepoſterous 


in penal acts, which muſt be conſtrued by a jury ; and, in 
ſuch caſes, the leaning both of the court and jury was always 
againſt extending the meaning of an act, and againſt includ- 
ing any perſon not directly within the purport of it. With 
regard to country or county meetings, where money was paid 


for the uſe of a room, he could not fee how ſuch a meeting 


could come within the meaning of the act, 

Mr. Grey {tated again the caſe of a meeting to require the 
magiſtrate to ſiga a requiſition ; and as the bill 2 ſaid, 
that if any perſon or perſons pay, or receive money, &c. he 
contended that ſuch meeting came within the prohibition. 
Every perſon uſually paid a ſhilling for admiſſion ; and hence 


it was clear, from the nature of their enquiry, that the meet- 


ing was prohibited by the bill. 

Mr. M. Rebinfon ſaid, he could only collect, that the Solicitor 
General was unable to give any clear opinion upon the bill, as 
he had not had it in his power diſtinctly to ſtate his own 
opinion. | | 

Mr. Pays ſaid, he thought the diſcuſſion irregular, and 
that the grievance ſo much inſiſted on was merely ideal; but 
even admitting all that had been faid by Oppoſition, he ſaw 
no objection to the paſſing of the bill, It was ſurely no great 
grievance for perſons, having houſes and places of public 
entertainment, to pay for an additional licence, 

Mr. Powys then moved, © that the amendments of the 
committee be now read.“ | 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that he was ſure a gentleman, who could 
expre!s himſelf as the honourable member that ſat down did, 


ſo far from underſtanding the bill, did not underſtand the 


nature of the Engliſh conſtitution. That was a ſufficient . 


r2alon to induce him to wiſh to defer the conſideration of the 


report, being perſuaded that other gentlemen were in the 


ame predicament with the honourable gentleman. He de- 
clared he was far ſrom being ſatisfied by the anſwers he had 
heard from learned gentlemen ; and that made him deſirous of 
more time, He apprehended, that any ſociety, ſuch as met 
for innocent and convivial purpoſes, if they turned for 'a 
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moment to politics, were expoſed to all the ſeverities of the 
bill, It was not merely the maſter of the houſe, but the 
chairman, the toaſt-maſter, &c. who were liable to the 
penalty. Noanſwer had been made to his honourable friend's 
caſe of a requiſition ; it was no anſwer to ſay, that the order 
and diſorder was to be determined by a jury. Was the con- 
ſtruction of acts of parliament, he aſked, the province of a 
jury? He wiſhed gentlemen to be explicit, and to ſay what 
they did mean to prohibit, and what they did not mean to 
prohibit; and, as he was aware that he ſhould get no de- 
finite anſwer, from what he had already heard, he would 
move, as an amendment to Mr. Powys's motion, that the 
word « To-morrow” be ſubſtituted in the place of “ now.” 

Mr. Sheridan ſeconded the motion; and ſaid, he would 
aſk the ſeven learned gentlemen ranged in fable array over 
againſt him, whether or not, under the Bill, a houſe became 
diſorderly as ſoon as political topics were introduced by any 
company afſembled in it? He ftated the hardſhips under 
which the publicans would labour, if they were forced to have 
a licence, which an honourable gentleman (Mr. Powys) 
conſidered ſo flight a grievance, as theſe licences would be 
given or refuſed, according to the whim or corruption of 
magiſtrates. A licence, for inſtance, might be given for 
Mr. Revves's aſſociation, while the Whig Club, and the 
Friends of the People, might prevent the houſe where they 
met from obtaining a licence, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, he could not fee 
the propriety of delaying the conſideration of the whole re- 
port, on account of any difficulty which had ariſen as to a 
ſingle clauſe. He faid gentlemen on the other fide ought to 
have contributed their aſſiſtance in amending the Bill in the 
2 inſtead of reſerving their objections to that 

age. : 

Mr. Grey reminded the Houſe, that this diſcuſſion had 
ariſen from a queſtion put by his honourable friend, (Mr. 
Fox) to which ſeveral attempts had been made, without 
ſucceſs, to give an anſwer. | 

The queſtion being put on Mr. Fox's amendment, it was 
negatived without a diviſion. | 

The Geatlemen of the oppoſition then left the Houſe, 


ORDER OF THE DAY, 


The Houſe then proceeded to take the Report of the Com- 
' mittee 
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mittee upon the Bill for preventing ſeditious meetings, &c. 
into confideration. . - þ | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that it was by no 
means the intention of the framers'and ſupporters of the 
Bill, to lay the reſtraints repreſented by ſome gentlemen on 
meetings for ſigning requiſitions, or on lectures, or other 
meetings. that were not of the deſcription which the Houſe 
would unanimouſly pronounce to be intolerable, and utter! 
inconſiſtent with order and good government; namely, th 
ſeditious lectures on which men employed their talents in 
order to gain a livelihood, He had, in conſequence of ſeveral 
ſuggeſtions, Lan amendment to propoſe, which he thought 
would obviate all difficulties : and he ſhould be happy to 
hear any further ſuggeſtions in order to render it more per- 
fect, In doing this, he obſerved that he was not departing 
from any part of the original defign, but merely reconciling 
and adapting the Bill to the purpoſe for which it was intend- 
ed. The amendment was to make a licence from the magiſ- 
trates neceſſary for any houſe, room, held, or other place 
in which a meeting ſhould be held, or le&ures delivered, 
diſcuſſing the laws, policy, or conſtitution of this kingdom, 
for which purpoſe money or any other valuable things, 
ſhould be received from the perſons who attended them.” 

Mr. Stanley, in conſequence of the extenſive ſignification 
of the words, law and conſtitution, propoſed a further amend- 
ment to the objects of the meetings, by uſing the words 
« diſcourſes or lectures tending to bring his Majeſby's name 
and authority into contempt, &c.“ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought it would be a ſuf- 
ficient anſwer to this propoſal, ſimply to ſtate the awkward- 
neſs and abſurdity of making a licence neceſſary to a meet- 
ing for bringing the King's authority into contempt. 

The amendment moved by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer was then agreed to. 

The Solicitor General moved an amendment, to obviate the 
inconveniencies that might ariſe from the printers of newſ- 


papers refuſing to, inſert notices for public meetings, and 


propoſed that a notice, left with the clerk of the peace, 
ſhould be ſufficient for the purpoſe, which was agreetl to. 

He alſo moved, that to the words © Lords Lieutenant of 
Counties and Sheriffs,” ſhould be added the conveners of 
counties in Scotland, which was alſo agreed to, 

"The Bill was then ordered to be engroſſed and read a 
third time on Thurſday,.the 3d. Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wropnzspar, December 2. 
LIBEL ON THE CONSTITUTION. 


The order of the day being read, 
The Earl of Alberniarle claimed the indulgence and atten- 
tion of the Houſe purſuant to a notice he had the day before 
given. He ſaid, he would ſtate, as ſhortly as poſſible, the reaſons 
that had induced him to cauſe their Lordſhips to be ſum- 
moned upon the confideration of a pamphlet which he was 
ſure all who read it muſt acknowledge to be a performance 
that required their immediate interference. The pamphlet 
contained doctrines directly hoſtile to the ſpirit of our con- 
ſtitution, and tending to alienate from the minds of the people 
their affection to it. It was alſo a groſs and unwarramable 
libel upon the privileges of the Houſe, This not being a 
party queſtion, nor a ſubject of diſcuſſion, (for no man in that 
Houſe he was ſure would riſe to deſend the doctrines it incul- 
cated) he hoped, for once at leaſt, their Lordſhips might 
come to an unanimous vote upon it. Much as he was averſe 
to proſecutions in general for the publication of political 
opinions, he mult, nevertheleſs, preſs for the condemnation 
of this book, inaſmuch as, from the peculiar circumſtances 
attending it, it formed an exception to the general rule, 
If the ſelection of a few paſſages only were brought forward, 
and thofe were not ſupported by the general context of the 
work, then he ſhould ſay it was harth to judge it in that 
mode: but if thoſe paſſages were ſtrengthened by the ge- 
neral and univerſal tendency of the whole work ; it the doc- 
trines inculcated were uniformly ſuſtained by the whole chain 
of reaſoning which the author uſed ; and if, throughout, the 
intent of the author appeared evident and uniform, then they 
might be fairly quoted. If, alſo, they were merely the ſpecu- 
lative opinions of an inſulated political writer, and were leſt 
to the common modes of circulation, much excuſe might be 
admitted. If, on the other hand, the pamphlet throughout 
was equally and uniformly an atrocious libel on the conſtitu- 
tion; if it was one of the many libels circulated upon the 
ſame ſyſtem; if it came from a perſon whoſe ſituation in the 
country and particular connection with government, gave it 
particular weight and influence in the country; then it be- 
came matter of ſerious conſideration indeed; particularly as 


it was underſtood to contain principles not diſcordant 
i ; the 
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the ſentiments of a nobleman high in office, under whole in- 
fluence they might have been diſſeminated. a 

Under ſuch circumſtances as theſe, it became their lord- 
ſhips to uſe their power, and determine upon the libel, He 
ſhould be well content to have the pamphlet read at lenght 
to their lordſhips, without offering a ſingle comment; he was 
ſure it would condemn itſelf; for the pailages it contained 
were ſo ſtrong, they were impoſtible to be miftaken; and 
their tendency fo direct, that they would immediately fix the 
attention of the mind, and carry a conviction of their mean- 
ing. He would not, however, ſo ſeverely tax the patience 
ot their lordſhips; becauſe, although it was a laboured and 
artful work, it was wretchedly dull. To ſave, therefore, 
their lordſhips the trouble, he would endeavour to recapitulate 
the poſitions it maintained, and then read a few of the paſſages, 
by which they were endeavoured to be ſupported. 

1. That the King alone makes laws. 2. That the other 
branches of the legiſlature are derived from the King. 
3. That our liberties were grants from the King. 4. That 
the only object of the revolution was to ſecure us a Proteſ- 
tant King, And, 5. That the verdict of juries went for 
nothing. a | 

In quoting the paſſages, he would not overſtrain'the ſenſe 
of the author; indeed, they were fo plainly expreſſed, that, 
when their lordſhips heard them, they muſt aſſent to their 
tendency, But if it ſhould be objected, that he put a forced 
conſtruction upon them, he would give up the point,” and 
willingly refer to the direct tendency of the whole work. 
His lordſhip here read extracts from the pamphlet, Thoughts 
on the Engliſh Government.” The one which he confidered 
to be the firongett, was that (commented upon ſo much in the 
other Houſe of parliament) in which the author compared the 
Engliſh government to a tree, of which monarchy was the 
trunk, and the Lords and Commons the leaves and branches. 
The leaves and branches of the tree might be lopped off and 
thrown into the fire, and yet the trunk, thongh ſhorn of 
its honours, would continue: fo the kingly government would 
remain entire, though the lords and commons ſhould be lopt 
of! This, H lordſhip ſaid, was fo directly the reverſe of 
all the principles of the conſtititution, that it required no 
argument to prove it. 

The revolution alſo only ſecured us a Proteſtant King; 
and the word was unknown to the Engliſh law, and mult be 
Giſpleaſing to the King to hear of. © Good God! my lords, 
(aid his lordſhip) can the mention of the revolution be uns 

pleaſing 


* 
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pleaſing to the Houſe of Brunſwick ? That revolution which 
placed them on the throne which they now poſſeſs ? Nay more, 
the author ſaid, that the revolution had never been mentioned 
in the records of parliament, an aſſertion that proved the ig- 
norance of the writer, as much as the other arguments he had 
ſtated proved his wickedneſs and his folly. The writer for- 
got that no longer ſince than the trial of Sacheverel, it was 
recognized by both Lords and Commons. In another paſſage, 
the author treated the Diſſenters as a ſet of men who ouglit 
to be extirpated from the earth. And ſpeaking of the late 
trials, ſaid, © though they (the perſons arraigned) were ac- 
quitted by the jury, yet they were condemned by the coun- 
try.” If this did not amount to make the verdict of a jury 
paſs for nothing, he did know what did. 

The Earl ſaid, he could not conclude without taking ſome 
notice of the work of a fellow labourer in the fame cauſe, 
(Mr. Arthur Young ;) he treated the whole ſcheme of our 
liberty as reſulting from the corruptions of our government; 
and there was prefixed to this (Mr. Reeves's) work, a dedi- 
cation, ſhewing that they had embarked in the ſame cauſe, as 
it ſtated the good effect which muſt ariſe from the circulation 
of Mr. Young's book. In going through the work, his 
Lordſhif again declared, he had not overſtrained or perverted 
any one paſſage; in proof that he had not done either, he was 
willing to reſt the whole of his argument on the context of the 
* and ſhould content himſelf with laying the pamph- 

t on the table. 

The Lord Chancellor ſaid, it was neceſſary his Lordſhip 
ſhould move ſomething. 

The Earl of Lauderdale, after a pauſe of a few ſeconds, 
roſe and faid, he believed his noble friend was perfectly in or- 
der by delivering in the book upon the table. His noble 
friend had fo ably ſtated the ſeditivus and dangerous tendency 
of the paſſages contained in the pamphlet, and had ſo fully 
eſtabliſhed his charge againſt the author, of being guilty of 
the moſt audacious attack on the privileges of the houſe, 
that it would be ſuperfluous in him to attempt adducing = 
thing further in ſupport of his propoſitions. He conceived, 
the firſt impulſe which Miniſters ought to have ſhewn on the 
occaſion was, their indignation againſt the libels and calum- 
nies which they had juſt heard read againſt the dignity of the 
houſe, and the ſafety of the conſtitution, He had obſerved 
the uſual whiſpering and geſtures of his Majeſty's ſervants, 
which had of late been the uniform practice when any ſubject 


was introduced by any noble Lord, who was not cqunecte! 
Wi 
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with them in politicks. Inſtead of having recourſe to ſuch 
manifeſtations of diſapprobation, they ought to examine the 
journals of Parliament; they would then diſcover, that his 
noble friend was conſiſtent and accurate in leaving the pamph- 
jet before the houſe. He conceived; that where ſucli violation 
was offered againſt the conſtitution, including ſuch a groſs 
breach of privilege, that Miniſters would have riſen with 
anxiety and alarm to wreſt the buſineſs out of the hands of his 
noble friend, for the purpoſe of offering a motion on thoſe 
paſſages on which he had animadverted. | 

The Duke of Leeds ſaid, he did not think that the noble 
Earl had been diſorderly by delivetirig the book at the table, or 
by any ſtep he had taken; but he did imagine that; the 

ouſe being ſummoned, it muſt be a diſappointment to them - 
that the noble Earl had not been prepared with ſome ſpecific 
motion to bring forward. He owned he had expected either 
4 motion of that fort, or that ſome noble Lord would have 
moved to adjourn. 

Lord Albemarle roſe, and moved, „That the ſaid pamph- 
let is a malicious, ſcandalous, and ſeditious libel, containing 
matter tending to create jealouſies and diviſions among his 
Majeſty's ſubſects; to alienate theit affections from our pre- 
ſent form of government, as eſtabliſhed in King; Lords and 
Commons, and to ſubvert the true principles of our free con- 
ſtitution; and that the ſaid pamphlet is a high breach of the 
privileges of this houſe.” 

Lord Grenville ſaid, that he had been filent; becauſe he ex- 
pected the noble Lord had ſomething more to propoſe to the 
Houſe than merely laying the pamphlet upon the table. He 
did not mean to ſay that the noble Earl was wrong in point of 
order, With regard to the pamphlet, the only knowledge he 
had of it, was from ſomething that had fallen from a noble Earl 
{Lord Lauderdale) in a former night's debate, when that no- 
ble Lord had read an extract from a book, the author of which 
he did not at that time know, With reſpect to the paragraphs 
which had been read, he had no heſitation in pronouncing 
them to be ſcandalous, malicious, and as unconſtitutional as 
any words that ever were printed or written. With 
to another part of the noble Lord's ſpeech; he meant that in 
which he ſaid that the ſuppoſed author of this pamphlet had 
been connected with, or under the influence of, his Majeſty's 
Miniſters, be muſt deny it on his own part; nor could he help 
feeling a conſiderable degree of ſurprize that it ſhould have 
entered into the mind of any man, that his Majeſty's Mini- 
ters would uſe their influence to circulate publications ealeu- 

Vox. II. 1795, R | 


r 


122 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. —9 1 


lated to alienate the minds of the ſubjects of this country from 
the government, when it was obvious that the people could 
never be more happy, than while 2 and enjoyed 
the preſent conſtitution, compoſed of King, Lords and _ 
mons? He did not mean, in the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs, 
to enter much at length into debate upon it ; but, on the point 
of order, he thought it neceſſary to ſtate, that, it being matter 
of notoriety, that the Houſe of Commons had taken up the 
buſineſs of the libel, and had proceeded a certain length in their 
enquiry reſpecting the author, which there was no doubt they 
would follow up by proper meaſures, he thought it would be 
extremely premature and extremely wrong if their lordfhips 
were to take any ſtep in the buſineſs at prefent. "The Houſe 
of Commons had gone ſo far in their enquiry, that, in his 
opinion, it muſt lead to one of two proceedings; either of 
which would make it very aukward for that houſe to inter- 
fere. If the unfortunate author of the libel was to be im- 
peached, their lordſhips would be prejudging his fate by any 
vote they might- come to that evening, becauſe he mutt, in 
caſe of an impeachment, come before them im a judicial capa- 
city afterwards; the ſame objection would hold, if he was 
ordered to be proſecuted in another way, becauſe it might then 
come before them in their judicial capacity, as the dernier 
and appellant Court of Juriſdiction, Having diſavowed al 
knowledge of the pamphlet, the author, or the interference 
of Adminiſtration, in bringing forward fo deteſtable a work, 
and conceiving that, from the proceedings of the other houſe. 
they ought not to interfere in a caſe where they afterwards 
might fit as judges, he would move that the houſe do now ad- 
ourn. 
: The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, when he expected an oppoſi- 
tion to his noble friend's motion, he expected it upon ſome 
ſuch grounds; however he was certain that no man in that 
houſe would dare to ſtand up and defend. the libellous and 
ſcandalous doctrines contained in that book. He begged 
however to remind. the noble Secretary of State, that, on 3 
former occaſion, viz. immediately previous to the introduction 
of a Bill for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, when 
the ſame argument was uſed by noble lords in oppoſition to 
adminiſtration, it was treated as one deſerving of no attention. 
Ought that houſe, in a matter which concerned their on 
privileges, to be bound by what was paſling in the Houſe of 
Commons, and while that houſe was engaged in endeavouring 
to protect their privileges to be altogether unmindful of ther 
own? If they ſhould cometo the vote, it might be a good — 
m 
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ment in the other houſe why the impeachment ſhould not be 
the mode uf proſecution z but ir came with an ill grace from 
a noble lord in that honſe. The noble Secretary muſt be 
well acquainted with Parliamen forms; he muſt have 
intimateſy ſtudied them, becauſe he held a ſituation “ in the 
other houſe which of neceſſity obliged him to it. Yet, if that 
noble lord, when in the chair of the other houſe, had declared 
them precluded fromqudging of their own privileges, by ſome- 
thing which had paſſed in the Peers, he ſhould have faid that 
he very badly diſcbarged his duty. It was making the privi- 
leges of one houſe depend upon the other. By the fame 
reaſoning, they were not in the leaſt to pay attention to what 
paſſed in the other houſe, ſo as to preclude them from Judging 
of their own privileges; and he again deſired the noble lord 
to recolle& his own anſwer to that argument, when the Com- 
mittee was ſitting to enquire into the ſuppoſed plots carrying 
on throughout he country, Was there not a Committee 
of the Houſe of Commons then likewife fitting? Had they 
not then alſo come to a reſalution upon that ſubject? And yet, 
when it was then urged, that they might, perhaps, be called 
upon to act in their character as judges, the argument wap 
treated by the noble Secretary and his friends as nugatory and 
weak. He confeſſed, he acquitted miniſters of having any 
hand in the circulation of theſe books; it was a folly too 
great to be imputed to them: they could never act fo ſtupidly z 
and upon thoſe grounds he acquitted them. There was how- 
ever another matter, of which he did not acquit them. By 
their conduct, they almoſt enticed men to go the length of 
broaching ſuch abſurd principles. He could point out paſſages 
in other papers and works, expreſsly ſanctioned by govern- 
ment, which very nearly came up to the preſent; at leaſt they 
were a fair prelude to it. And when men found themſelves 
faritioned by attacking the principles of freedom, they might 
ſuppoſe, that the greater lengths they went, the greater fatis- 
faction they would give to thoſe on whoſe fivour they de- 
pended, When there was a certain line of demarcation, and 
that only to be diſcovered by the perſon himſelf, it was no 
wonder that he miſtook it, and ſo far he might be conſidered as 
rather worthy of pity than deſerving of ſevere puniſhment, He 
was extremely ſurpriſed that the noble lord ſhould have moved 
the queſtion of adjournment, eſpocially from ſome particular 
circumſtances that had come out in reports, well known in 
both Houſes of Parliament, and equally well known in the 
country, The author, or ſuppoſed author, for he never wiſhed 


* Lord Grenville, when Mr. Grenville, was Speaker of the Houſe of Commons 
on the death of Henry Woltfran Cornewalle, ; 9 
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to criminate any man till he was found guilty in a legal and fair 
ways was ſtated to be a perſon in high office, in the confidence 
and immediate employment of government, and therefore it 
became thòſe in adminiſtration to explain themſelves upon 
that ſubject. Would it not look like a partiality and favour 


to à particular cauſe? the publick were in poſſeſſion of the 


means of judging as well as their lordſhips: it had been pretty 
loudly rumoured, that a-great number of theſe pamphlets had 
been ſent to a perſon high in ſituation, which at leaſt argued 
that the author ſuppoſed they were congenial to his ſentiments, 
and would be ſanctioned by adminiſtration.” For theſe reaſons 
he hoped the houſe would agree to the motion, and not agree 
to the adjournment. 


Lord Hawkeſbury expreſſed his thanks to the noble Earl, 


and the ſatisfaction he felt at having an opportunity of con- 
tradicting a moſt falſe and ſcandalous report that a number of 
the pamphlets had been ſent to him: this he poſitively denied; 
he declared, upon his honour, that he did not fo much as 
know of the publication till it was noticed in the Houſe of 
Commons, and then he bought it out of curioſity to ſee what 
the pamphlet was: he was certain that every oue that knew 
him would acquit him of having any thing to do with the 
publication in queſtion, He was ſure, noble Lords muſt 
know, he could never countenance any docttine which carried 
the leaſt reflection on the government of King, Lords and 
Commons. 
It might not be irrelevant to ſay ſomething of Mr. Reeves, 
the ſuppaſed author, It was true, that he had been appointed 
Law Clerk in the department in which he (Lord Hawkeſbury) 
had the honour of ſerving the crown; and he was appointed 
upon the beſt recommendations, the recommendation 
2 merit. He had written a hiſtory of the law of 
ngland, a work which eyinced the powers of his mind, and 
was highly ſpoken of and eſteemed by every lawyer, both on 
the bench and at the bar. Eyen ſuppoſing the book had been 
ſent to him, or that he bought it, did it follow that he ap- 
proved of the doctrines contained in the book? As well 
might it be contended, becauſe he bought Paine's Rights of 
Man, that he approved of them. Of the preſent work, be 
would again repeat, that he knew nothing; he was pe!- 
ſectly unbiaſled and uninfluenced as to the contents; he ſhould 
however give no opinion whatever reſpecting them at that 
time; and for the reaſons already urged by his noble friend 
the noble Secretary of State, he ſhould ſupport the motion of 
adjournment. W $4 tie; | 1 J 
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Earl Spencer agreed with the noble Earl, who had ſpoken 
laſt but one, that in the-Houſe of Lords alone, the privileges 
of their Lordſhips ought to be conſidered ; and he ſaid, he 
would be the laſt man in that Houſe to give up any of their 
privileges z in the preſent inſtance however, he ſaw great im- 
propriety in coming to a deciſiun, With regard to what a 
noble Lord had ſaid of the conduct of miniſters on a former 
occaſion, it did not weigh much in his opinion. The object 
then was to come at à general and alarming conſpiracy againſt 
the conſtitution and government; no individual was afterwards 
to be brought to their lordſhips bar, and the greateſt care and 
caution were uſed; in reſpect to the preſent publication, he did 
not know of jts exiſtence till it was brought forward in the 
other houſe, The othegnoble lords had the advantage of him, 
as he had never read the pamphlet, It was certainly neceſſary 
that time ſhould be given their lordſhips to read and to con- 
ſider the work; of what he had heard that night read from 
it, there was much unconſtitutional and offenſive matter; 
but palliges might be taken from almoſt any work highly ob- 
jectionable while thty were detached, but wich the context 
they might be not only harmleſs but laudable. He was glad 
to ſee noble lords come forward to puniſh feditious publica- 
tions; he could wiſh they had always done ſo, and noticed a 
variety of libellous works of contrary principles to the 
preſent: where people were violent on one ſide, it provoked 
the other, and that might be the caſe in the preſent inſtance. 
He declared his intention of ſupporting the motion 'of his 
noble friend. 5 | 

Lord Mulgrave ſaid, that, after noble Lords, who held 
official ſituations under government, had explicitly diſavowed 
all knowledge of the publication before their Lordſhips, and 
after what had been inſinuated about ſuſpicion of the opinions 
of thoſe who did not reprobate this pamphlet, he thought it 
would not be improper to give his opinion as a member of that 
Houſe, but certainly holding no official fituation with his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, The queſtion before their Lordſhips wa 
whether it was proper to go into an enquiry on the ſubject of 
the privileges of that Houſe at that moment, a queſtion which 
he for himſelf had determined in the negative. The queſtion 
might come before their Lordſhips judicially, in one torm ar 
other. The Commons might retort to the high tribunal of 
impeachment as the beſt mode of obtaining the ends of juſ- 
tice, and he hoped the Houſe would feel the force of that ar- 
gument. They would in a great meaſure prejudge the caſe 
in that view, if they then came to any vote upon — 
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of the publication. With regard to the idea that ſuch of their 
Lordſhips as were preſent ought inſtantly to have taken up 
the ſubject after the noble Lord had laid the book upon the 
table, he could not help obſerving, that to wreft the caſe out 
of the hands of the noble Lord who brought it forward, 
would have been incompatible with the decorum for which he 
truſted their Lordſhips conduct would always be eminent. In 
taking the idea of an'impeachment ras, brought before them 
upon this ſubject, their Lordſhips would do well to recollect 
the caſe of Sacheverel, the Commons had already adopted in 
the preſent caſe part of the mode of proceeding in Sacheverel's 

caſe ; and if their Lordihips prejudged the matter at preſent, 

they would involve themſelves in a difficulty, and might get 

into an embarraſſing dilemma. Should the 8 proceed 

by indictmeut inftead of impeachment, there might in that 

Caſe alſo be a puniſhment of the author of this pamphlet. 

With regard to the former proceedings of that Houſe when 
the Habeas Corpus act was ſuſpended, his Lordſhip ſaid he 
mutt obſcrve, that the caſe was very different from the pre- 
ſent ; the two caſes were very different in their nature. In 
the former caſe, it was neceſſary that a committee ſhould en- 
quire into facts, to collect information for the Houſe, before 
it came to make a legiſlative proviſion upon the ſubject ; in 
the preſent caſe no legiſlative proviſion was neceſſary. 

With regard to the queſtion of privilege, their Lordſhips 
had it in their power to rake it up when they pleaſed ; and it 
would not be wiſe in them, for the ſake of ſaving a little time, 
to expoſe themſelves to much poſſible inconvenience. Would 
their Lordſhips think it worth their while to run a race with 
the Houſe of Commons, for the ſake of a little yanity upon 
the point of privilege, when the real object of 7 to 2 
determination on the caſe, might be gained without it? 

, 1404 Lord Chancellor having put the queſtian, their Lordſhips 
divid | 

Ayes, for the adjournment, 37 

0es, - — 2 

Mijority, | . 29 

Adjourned, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

WEDNESDAY, Dec. 2. 


The report of the committee on the diſtillery bill was 
brought up, with the amendments, and read a third doe, 
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The eſtimates of the ordinary and the repairs of the navy 
for 1796 were laid before the Houſę. It was ordered, on mo- 
tion, that there be laid before the Houſe an account of the ex- 
pences incurred by Duncan Campbell, Eiq. for the mainte- 
nance of convicts on the river Thames. Alfo, that there be 
laid before the Houſe an account of monies iflued to W. Chin- 
nery, Eſq. for the maintenance of the convicts in New South 
Wales, and which have not been made good by Parliament. 
Alſo, an account of monies iſſued to J. Branſtone, Eſq. for 
the maintenance of convicts in Portſmouth and Langitone 
harbours. | | x 

It was alſo ordered, that an humble addreſs be preſented to 
his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to lay be- 
fore the Houſe, an account of all ſums of money which have 
been expended in the public ſervice, and not made good by 
Parliament. 

It was ordered, on motion, that there be laid before the 
Houfe, an account of monies incurred by carrying on the 
proſecution againit Warren Haſtings, Eſq. and not made 
good by Parliament. _ Alſo, an account of exchequer bills 
which had been iſſued, and not made good by Parliament. 
Alſo, an account of debentures, which have been iſſued for 
the relief of the American loyaliſts, 2.0 


PETITIONS FOR AND AGAINST THE SEDITIOUS MEETINGS 
AND TREASON PILLS. 


Mr. Fox preſented two petitions ; one from the corporation, 
_ another from the inhabitants, of Nottingham, againſt the 

ills, | 

Sir William Heathcote preſcntcd a petition from the free- 
holders of the county of Southampton in favour of the bills. 

Mr. Byng preſented the petition of the freeholders of the 
county of [Middleſex againſt the bills. 

Mr, Mel Edwards was deſirous of addrefing a few words 
to the Houſe previous to his offering a petition, which he then 
held in his hand. At the commencement of this war, he 
ſtated, that his opinions and principles led him to vote in the 
minority againſt it. About that period the affociation com- 
menced, of which Mr. Reeves was chairman, and of Which, 
as he had always diſapproved of it, hè did not become a mem- 
ber, Nearly at the fame time anothet᷑ ſociety was inſtituted, 
for the purpoſe, as it was expreſſed, of protecting the liberty 
of the preſs. At the firſt meeting of this ſociety he 8 


123 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Conmoxs, 


and, contrary to his expectations, was voted into the chair. 
Some reſolutions were then ſhewn him, to one of which he 
objected z and it being altered according to his wiſhes, he 


took the chair of the meeting. Previous to the reſolutions- 


being put, he thought it proper to make a few obſervations ; 
in which, when he expreſſed bis abhorrence, and repreſented 
the dangerous tendency of the Rights of Man, as maintained 
by Mr. Paine, he perceived that his remarks upon the ſubject 
were received with a pretty general hiſs; which gave him a 
very unfavourable opinion of the principles and diſpoſition of 
the aſſembly. Soon after his retiring to the country, he re- 
ceived a letter ſrom a ſociety. of the friends of the people in 
Scotland, with whom he was unacquainted, and addrefied to 
him by the ſtvle and title of citiaen Edwards, in which they 
thanked him for his concurrence in the ſentiments of the meet- 
ing at which he preſided, and exhorted him to ſupport any 
meaſures they might propoſe. Ia defence of his character 
and reputation, he thought it neceſſary to publiſh a vindica- 
tion explanatory of his conduct. 

ReſpeRing the preſent petition, he ſaid that it was agreed 
to with the greateſt unanimity by a meeting of the freeholders 
of the county of Rutland, convened by the ſheriff, at the re- 
queſt of himlclf and others. He then preſented the petition, 
which expreſſed its ſatisfaction at the happy eſcape of his Ma- 
jeſty, and prayed the Houfe to take mealures to prevent ſuch 
outrages in future. 

Mr. Fox wiſhed to be informed whether any thing of the 
Bills then before the houſe was included in the requiſition 
made to the ſheriff ? 

Mr. Edwards replied, that he mentioned in the requiſition 
nothing more than an Adcreſs to his Majeſty. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas preſented a petition from the in- 
habitants of Glaſgow and Newark, in favour of the Bills ; 
alſo a ſimilar petition from the magiſtrates and town council 
of Port Glaſgow and Greonock. | | 

The petitions were all ordered to lie on the table. 


ARMY ESTIMATES 


The report of the Committee of Supply on the Army 
Eſtimates was brought up, 

General Smith role, and expreſſed his ſurprize at the un- 
precedented account extent of expence with which the mili- 
tary eſtabliſhment has been, and was to be {till burthened 
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He ſaid, there had been the ſum of 750,000]. brought to ac- 
count as the ſavings in 1794 and 1795; he thought it was, 
therefore, high time to enquire whether the houſe would agree 
to ſuch eſtimates, without enquiring whence” ſuch ſavings 
ſhould ariſe, He obſerved, that the eſtimate for the extra- 
ordinaries of the army for the enſuing year, was larger, be- 
ond all compariſon, than for any former one. He thought 
it impoſhble to vote for ſuch an eſtimate without farther 
ſatisfaction. , | | 

Whilſt the country was engaged in a foreign war, and 
great eftabliſhments were neceſſary, no gentleman, he de- 
clared, was more anxious than himſelf that a ſufficient 
number of troops ſhould be raiſed; ſince, however, theſe 
troops either had be-n, or were about to be, recalled from 
the Continent he wiſhed to know upon what ground it was, 
that miniſters produced ſuch an eſtimate, including 10,000 
fencible cavalry. The expence of the army was enormous, 
while they had nothing to look to but general accounts. In 
the manner in which they were preſented by piece-meal, no 
deciſive judgment could be formed of them; nor did it ap- 
pear whether the ſums voted were juſtly and properly applied: 
He particularly objected to the charge for 10,000 fencible 
cavalry, The yeomanry cavalry were, in his opinion, ſuf- 
ficient, and any apprehenſion of French invaſion was per- 
ſectly chimerical. He was not in the habit of ſpeaking in 
diſparagement of any individual; at the ſame time he could 
not help remarking, that it was ſomewhat extraordinary 
that gentlemen ſhould be ſelected to be put at the head of 
large bodies of men, who had not had any experience in mi- 
litary affairs. It grieved him to hear the complaints of old 
officers, who felt themſelves overlooked, and who ought to 
receive the juſt reward of their labours, by being preferred 
before the raw and inexperienced, (however reſpectable in 
other points,) who were without experience in military af- 
fairs, had ſeen no ſervice, and who were taken from a line of 
life very different, and preferred before others; who had 
borne the heat and burden of the day. He therefore pro- 
poſed, that the report of the committee be re-committed, in 
order that there might be time for further examination of the 
eſtimates, With reſpect to the Iriſh brigade, he wiſhed to 
know whether the money. paid to them was properly applied: 
A particular return of the expence of the Iriſh brigade ought 
o be made, that the houſe might be properly informed on the 
lubject. He wiſhed that the Secretary at War would bring 


torward at once an eſtimate of all the troops, that it might be 
Vol. II. 1795. 8 | ten 
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ſeen at one view what expence was incurred. As to the 
emigrant corps, he conſidered that alſo as a fit object of en- 
quiry, how they were employed, and at what expence, In 
one regiment, of not more than 270 men, ninety ſerjeants 
were enrolled. © At the moment when the ſervice of theſe 
emigrant corps was no longer wanted, they ought to be 
d ſbanded. Taking all theſe things into one point of view, 
Ge ſubject required important and ſerious conſideration, and 
he would therefore move that the report be recommitted, to 
give an opportunity of a more minute examination, which 
being ſeconded : | 

T he Secretary at War ſaid, the topics which the honour- 
able general had inſiſted upon, were by no means immediately 
connected with the ſubject of the army extraordinaries, nor 
was the object of his motion in any degree to be obtained by 
the mode he wiſhed the houſe to adopt. With regard to his 
firſt obſervations, he could anſwer that the money contained 
in the eſtimates of laſt year was not all laid out, the reaſon 
of which was obvious. In making out the eſtimates, it was 
the practice to ſtate the ſums required rather higher than 
lower than, was ſuppoſed to be neceſſary, as it was much fafer 
to err on the fide of ſuperfluity than of defect. Thoſe who 
gave in the report, had no intereſt in mifleading the houſe; 
and he had ſtated the reaſon why they had acted in ſuch a man- 
ner as to occaſion the ſaving which the honourable general 
had remarked ; nor was it uſual to give a more detailed ac- 
count than that of which complaint had been made, To 
examine the neceſſity for the expenditure of the ſums they 
granted, was undoubtedly the proper function of the houſe, 
and therefore they might wiſh to know why it was thought 
proper to keep up the fencible cavalry. This, however, 
was no reaſon why the report ſhould be re-committed, ſince 
ſuch an anſwer as would be neceflary might be given without 
it. Upon a general view of the force of the country, the 
cavalry did not appear to be out of proportion to the reſt cf 
the army. It was alſo to be obſerved, that the augmentation 
of the tencible cavalry was not a new meaſure ; it had taken 
place before Midſummer laſt, and was made at a period when 
the ſituation of the country was relatively different. A re- 
duction had taken place in this reſpect, the troop which con- 
ſiſted of 80 was diminiſhed to 55 men. A great number of 
dragoons alſo were ſent out of the country ; and, as it was 
neceſſary to keep up a certain force in the kingdom, it ſeemed 
to make little difference whether that force was compoſed 
infantry or cavalry z nor did he fee that this force was large 
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than neceſſary, With regard to the Iriſh brigade, he could 
explain the matter as effectually as it could hope to be ex- 
plained by agreeing to the honourable general's motion, 
They were a body of troops lent by Ireland, and paid in con- 
ſequence of an arrangement by this country, They were 
troops raiſed in Ireland, and were deſtined for general ſervice; 
and ſo far as they exceeded five regiments, which by that 
compromiſe were furniſhed, they were to be paid by Eng- 
land; though they were immediately connected with Ireland, 
and no returns brought to the War office here, The next 
objection was that reſpecting the fencible officers, the nature 
of which troops ſeemed to have been overlooked by the ho- 
nourable general. His own opinion was, that thoſe officers 
who had performed ſignal ſervices to their country ſhould not 
be forgotten; yet this was not an employment to recompenſe 
them, The men received no bounty, nor had the officers half 

ay, and the other advantages which the regular ſervice afforded. 

he plan of employing men of large fortunes in their reſpec- 
tive counties was more conducive to the public ſervice, as 
they eaſily procured men ; and the corps partook more of the 
nature of a militia than of regular troops. 

The Emigrant corps were raiſed, he ſaid, during the hotteſt 
action of the campaign on the Continent, and had done very 
eſſential ſervice ; regular returns, therefore, were not to be 
expected. Ihe honourable General was miſtaken, when he 
faid, that they were at preſent of no ufe ; they had been em- 
ployed on very important duties; and having been recruited 
and completed, were embarked with the expedition to the 
Weſt-Indies. The deficiency of men, in proportion to the 
officers, aroſe from the circumſtances he had mentioned; 
viz. that they had been formed during the heat of the cam- 
paign, and no proviſion was made for filling up thoſe who 
were killed off. (General Tarleton and others teſtified ſome 
diſlike of the expreſſion.) Mr. Windham faid, he believed 
the phraſe was a military one, and the truth of the account 
was perfectly obvious. So far as any reduction was proper, 
it had already been made. Upon the whole, he did not think 
there was any occaſion for going again into the committee, 
to obtain the information at which the honourable general's 
motion aimed, he ſhould therefore oppoſe it. 

General NM Lead (aid, that from the papers he had moved 
for, he hould have it in his power to ſhew that the honourable 
Secretary at War was not correct in his ſtatement; and he 
would alſo prove that the mode which had been taken in the 
levying of men this war, was highly unconſtitutional as well 
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as unneceſſarily expenſive. The fencible cavalry, notwith- 
ſtanding what the honourable Secretary had afferted, received 
a bounty from two to frye guineas a man. Theſe troops 
had been given to members of this and the other houſe of 
parliament. He had no objection that the militia and ſuch 
inſtitutions ſhould be ſo commanded, and that men of fortune 
and influence ſhould be ſo employed; but regiments upon the 
eſtabliſhment had been given to members of parliament 
for the diſgraceſul purpoſe of patronage and corruption. He 
did not wiſh to point out individuals, the fact, however, was 
undoubted. He knew many of theſe officers who never faw 
a ſhot fired, who even yet were unable to make their troops 
change their front, and were utterly unacqueinted with mili- 
tary affairs. From the returns it appeared we had on foot 
the enormous eſtabliſhment of near 220, 00 men, of which 
there were 14 or 15 different ſpecies of troops ; feficibles on 


various terms, volunteer corps, yeomenry, &c. &c, Such 


was the motley force of which the Britiſh army was com- 
ſed. 

With regard to the Fencible cavalry, he ſaid, he trembled 
at the object to which they were to be applied. The Secre- 
tary at War, with that openneſs which diſtinguiſhed him from 
his confed2iates, had ſaid, and the fame idea had been ſuggeſted 
by the right honourzble gentleman, (Mr. Pitt,) that they 
were to be employed to maintain internal tranquility, which 
was ſimply this; that they were retained to overawe the 
people of this country. Having aſked, why ſo much larger 
a force was thus kept up than was neceſlary for the defence of 
the country, he declined going into the ſubject farther aſter 
what had been ſtated by his honourable friend, (General 
Smith.) He mentioned the caſe of Colonel Bowles's regi- 
ment of cavalry, the horſes of which had been bought at 
251. and fold for 81. each. The volunteer companies ſpread 
all over the country, he conceived, had no other uſe than to 
afford an opportunity of making individuals captains who had 
never deen in the army before. He ſtated, that the ſencible 
regiments were more profitable than the Secretary at War 
had allowed, all the off-reckonings being pocketed by the 
commanders. On an average, every man who had been 
enliſted within theſe two years had, he faid, coſt government 
661. and this, on a computation, taken rather below than above 
the truth. The levies had been made by granting commiſ- 
ſions to the various officers. In two/yezrs, the pay of all the 
officers amounted to 99,000). and odds; then the haif-pay to 
which the officers were entitled, at q valuation of their lives, 

was 
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was 3430001. odds, and five to fifteen guineas given by 
government as a bounty, beſides the commiſfions. From 
this ſtatement, of 661. a man appeared to be reaſonably 
juſt; government, therefore, in his opinion, have done better 
to give a bounty at once, inſtead of the bounty they did give 
along with the commiſſion. The army, in addition to this, 
was ruined ; and, active as his Royal Highneis the Duke of 
York, was, in endeavouring to repair the loſs, it was im- 
poſſible for any man in ten or fifteen } my to bring it back to 
that ſtate in which the preſent miniſter found it. Many old 
officers, of great merit and experience, were forced to ſell 
out, or remain broken hearted under the command of raw 
unexperienced boys, who were promoted ; and to this cauſe 
he believed ſome of the failures of the War might be 
attributed, l | 

He owned he was alarmed when he ſaw troops collecting 
round the metropolis and that Houſe. The meaſures which 
had been uſed in another country, when the Proteſtants were 
dragooned into a ſubmiſſion to the mandates of that tyrant 
whom the honourable gentleman ſeemed to imitate, were 
about to be introduced. Such were the expedients to which 
the right honourable gentleman was forced to reſort, in order 
to ſtifle complaint, and to compenſate for the loſs of confi- 
dence, If he were to invoke the ſpirit of Lewis XIV. how 
would that Prince rejoice at the ſyſtem of dragooning which 
was adopted in this country, and which he had ſo impiouſly 
practiſed in the perſecution of the Proteſtants of France, The 
ſyſtem of Lewis XIV. was dragooning thoſe whom he thought 
Rligiouſly diſ- affected and ours was dragooning ſuch as the mi- 
niſter regarded as policically diſaffected towards him and his 
meaſures. The hand of God appeared to be againſt the Miniſter 
inthe preſent war; Ler them look at the catalogue of calamities 
that the right hunourable gentleman's adminiſtration had en- 
tailed on the country. A war began by ambition, conducted 
with diſgrace and incapacity, and likely to end in ignominy 
and diſhonour. Peſtilence had ſwept away numbers of our 
braveſt troops ; famine was at our door, and probably a civil 
war, to which accumulation of miſery the deſperate meaſures 
of the miniſters would ſoon reduce the nation, if his mad 
Career was not checked in time. He concluded with giving 
his ſupport to the motion. 

Mr. Fenkinfon roſe to ſtate, that for the Fencible cavalry, 
as Originally raiſed, there was not one ſhilling bounty-money 
given by government; the expence of raiſing thele regiments 
u. Which there were many old officers, had entirely fallen on 

individuals; 
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individuals; and no advantage could accrue by off reckonings, 
or ſelling commiſſions. 

General M*<Leed (aid, that reſpecting the Fencible cavalry 
he had made no aſſertion ; but he was ready to prove that in 
the Fencible infantry, a bounty had been given by go- 
vernment. 

General Tarleton expreſſed his ſurprize and indignation, that 
the Houſe ſhould be ſo thinly attended ; and that upon 
matters, on which the expenditure of millions depended, not 
more than ſixty members were to decide, He would, how- 
ever, diſcharge his duty, and make ſome obſervations on what 
had dropped from the Secretary at War. It had been aſſerted 
that the cavalry were not more numerous than at former 
periods, He would nevertheleſs affirm, that on no former oc- 
caſion, no, not during the rebellions of 1715 and 1745, were 
there ſo many upon the eſtabliſhment, He was aſtoniſhed, 
to find, that no reduction of the Fencible cavalry ſeemed to 
be in contemplation. The Secretary at War had likewiſe 
ſaid that they were not more than the proportion going out of 
the country ; he would, however, venture ro aflert, that the 
cavalry going to the Weſt-Indies was not a third or fourth of 
what was expected from the Continent. One expreſſion uſed 
by the honourable Secretary was, he ſaid, extremely odious 
to him. The right honourable gentleman had talked of thoſe 
who were © killed off,” He was, and he truſted the Houſe 
would give him credit when he ſaid ſo, no holiday ſoldier, 10 
Popinjau, yet, as a military phraſe, the right honourable gen- 
tleman ſhould have ſaid, “ expended or loſt in the ſervice.” 
Such an expreſſion as & killed off“ might have come from a 
philoſopher ; but it came with a very ill grace from a ſoldier. 
The honourable gentleman was, perhaps, little affected with 
the melancholy ideas which ſuch an event produced. He 
ſpoke of it with the coolneſs of philoſophy. The honourable 
gentleman was unacquainted with the horrid reality of ſuch 
ICCNES—— 

&« He jeſts at ſcars who never felt a wound." _ 

The profits of the fencible regiments he would not ſcruple 
to aſſert, were conſiderable, ſo that they were much more 
valuable than the profits of a regular regiment in time of peace. 
The ſtate of the argument, as it had been conducted on 2 
former night, was this ; they had contended, on his fide of the 
Houſe, that the fencible cavalry were large beyond example, 
without the proſpect of diminution, The whole cavalry was 
28,000. In addition to the other arguments which had been 


addnced againſt maintaining ſuch a large body of ma 
: cava 1), 
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cavalry, he mentioned the immoderate quantity of fodder 
&c. which would be thereby conſumed, to the encreaſe 
of the alarming ſcarcity and dearneſs of proviſions. It would 
alſo involve the nation in an expence of 700,000. If, as 
had been ſtated, a reduction had taken place, he wiſhed to be 
informed whether there had been alſo a reduction of expence. 
He took a progreſſive view of the amount of the army expen- 
diture from 1792, when it amounted to 1,814,000!. to the 
preſent year, when it was ſwelled up to 11,470, oool. In no 
car of the American war had the expenditure of the army 
he aid, been equal to that amount. He animadverted on 
another branch of this expence, the ordnance, which in 1793 
was 448,000, in 1794, 1,747,090, and in 1795, 
1,913,000! : this added to the 11,470,000, and the army for 
the preſent year, they would find colt the country 13, 383, oool. 
ſterling, When ſuch was the enormous expenditure of this 
country, there was ſure little reaſon to exult in the comparifon 
with the expence of the military operations of France, Con- 
ſidering the experience of the American paper currency, it 
was below the underſtanding of any man to indulge much 
hope or deduce any found argument from the depreciation of 
albgnats, g 
No miniſter, he ſaid, had poſſeſſed greater opportunities of 
carrying on a war with vigour than the right honourable gen- 
tleman, He had a compliant parliament, and unliguted 
ſupplies; yet they had ſeen no proofs of advantage to the 
country derived from that circumſtance, either in their conduct 
or m-aſlures, He had heard of delays in the failing of the 
expedition from the want of tranſports; had not Miniſters the 
power of providing tranſports'? If they neglected to do their 
duty, the conſequences were juſtly imputed to their miſ- 
management and negligence. In the Weſt Indies, the 
ſucceſs obtained by Sir Charles Grey, had been defeated in 
conſequence of not ſending him timely reinforcements. Ihe 
delay of the Weſt India fleet ſhould be marked with the moſt 
pointed cenſure, The plan followed in ſending troops to that 
quarter had been extremely inefficient, Men had been kept 
lingering in tranſports till death relieved them from their ſuf- 
ferings, That great armament, of which ſo much had been 
laid, ſnouldhave been ſent in three whviſions; but it was moſt 
impolitically, he would fay cruelly, detained. The very 
moment in which he was ſpeaking was the proper time of 
acting in that quarter. The time of opening the campaign 
commenced in December, and ended in March. Even the 
effects reſulting from the tempeſt, which had lately PR 


o __ 4 p — — 2 2 — 2 — 
oY : _” ona wax af l a 
=. - « 4. - — —. >. — — 1 + 
— 8 2 — 1 * * — 
3 > 4 * — 4 R 3g "i . my — 
— — n „ * * 2 4 WD - hy 
TT LCL rr IN p —̃ͥ—ĩꝗ6 * — - 
— "4 
2 - 188 — — I. - * 
* 
— _— = 


#36 WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS [Conmoxs, 


ſo much of the fleet, and delayed the expedition, might have 
been eſcaped, had the proper ſeaſon of ſailing been embraced. 
It ſhould have been detached in ſmaller parts, which would 
have ſupplied freſh troops, and ſaved the colonies. He re- 
marked the ſtate of inactivity in which our cavalry on the 
Continent was kept; inſtead of joining our allies, and ſharing 
in the laurels of the Auſtrians, they were kept as a guard to 
Hanover; and as we paid the fleet of Ruſſia, ſo ought the 
EleQor of Hanover to contribute towards the expences of 
thoſe troops which defended his territories, The late events 
on the Rhine could eccaſion joy to none, but thoſe who de- 
lighted in blood. They could neither tend to reſtore the 


- conquered countries to their former ſituation nor to accelerate 


a peace. | 

The General next adverted to the expeditions to the coaſt 
of France. The time it was pitched upon was extremely 
improper. While France was diſtracted by inſurrections in 
various parts of the Republic, and Toulon in the hands of this 
country, the expedition alone could have been plauſible. The 
troops employed were priſoners of war, taken out of confine- 
ment, and little affected to the cauſe. The officers, indeed, 
were men of honour ; but the commander, M. Puifaye, was 


neither a perſon of character, nor of military talents. He had 


been preferred to many diſtinguiſhed men, whoſe abilities 
would at leaſt have afforded a chance of ſucceſs. The event 
of the expedition was equally calamitous to thoſe engaged in 
it, and fatal to the reputation of this country. In juſtice to 
the individuals who had thus periſhed by their reliance on this 
nation, he could not niention without reſpect and compaſſion, 
the dignified reſignation of the Biſhop ef Dol, and the prema- 
ture fate of the gallant Sombrieul, and his brave companions. 
Sombrieul's letter ſpeak daggers to them, yet he was aware it 
was to no uſe to talk of pity to men callous to every feeling of 

humanity ; to men who | 
Whilf bath'd in blood they ſmile at orghans tears. 

And Europe's groans are Muſick to their ears. 

The ſubject deſerved nevertheleſs to be inveſtigated ſerupu- 
louſly and lifted to the bottom, The enquiry was neceſſary 
to vindicate the humanity and honour of Great Britain, and 

he hoped miniſters would not ſhrink from it. | 
He next ipoke of the expedition to the iſle of Dieu, which 
he alſo reprobated in ſtrong terms. He ſaid, that it was im- 
poſſible with Britiſh troops to conquer St. Domingo; it had, 
bowever, been held out as a reward to the emigrants for their 


exertions in reducing it, and as an aſylum from their miſeries, 
ths 
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the deſign might have been rendered honourable, and bene- 
ficial to this country, Inſtead of this, they were ſent to be 
murdered, foully murdered, on the coaſt of France. Would 
not the reflection upon the unhappy fate of theſe emigrants 
harrow up the ſoul of the miniſters who expoſed them to ſuch 
inevitable deſtruction ? Their folly was likewiſe eminently diſ- 
played in that expedition. A Britiſh fleet was kept uſeleſs, 
which, if employed for the protection of the Mediterranean, 
the ſevere loſs lately ſuſtained in that quarter, might have been 
prevented, and the commerce of the country not have received 
ſo fatal a blow. In the whole courſe of the war, diſaſter had 
followed on diſaſter, and diſgrace upon diſgrace, and yet this 
was the only war during which enquiries had been uniformly 
refufed. In voting money, it was neceſſary to examine how 
it had been applied, and the advantages they were entitled to 
expect from it. Without performing this firſt duty, the re- 
preſen:atives of the people might be ſaid, to meet only to rob 
them of their money to ſupport the ſchemes of a miniſter. He 
would therefore vote for the motion. 

Colonel Groveſnor conceived it to have been highly impropet 
in the right honourable Secretary at War, to uſe any exprel- 
ſion which had the appearance of levity upon ſo melancholy a 
circumſtance as the ſlaughter of the emigrants at Quiberon. 
He could not conceive what live ſtock he was talking of when 
he uſed the words Killed off, He took that opportunity of 
bearing teſtimony to the gallant conduct of ſome of the emi- 
grant corps who had ſerved on the banks of the Rhine and of 
the Waal, particularly to the valour of Count Sombreuil and 
the corps ſerving under his command, | 

General Smith declared, he was extremely Mapp to dear 
ſuch a generous acknowledgement, it was worthy of the Hon. 
Colonel's character. The General ſaid, he hoped that nothing 
which he had ſaid might be conſtrued into an inſinuation, that 
many of theſe corps had not acted bravely, he firmly believed 
that to have been the caſe. | : 

The Secretary at Var declared, he was ſurptized that {6 
much ſhould have been ſaid on an expteſſion which he had 
calually uſed, and which he employed merely for want of a 
better, He appealed to the Houſe if he had ſpoken with any 
thing like levity, much more with unbecoming levity ; and 
if he had not, why ſhould ſuch an advantage have been-taken 
from a ſolitary incidental expreſſion ? If he had recollected 
the ſoldier-like word expended, which the honourable Gene- 
ral (Tatleton) had ſuggeſted, he certainly would have uſed 
i; though, perhaps, it originated in rather a ludicrous ſtory, 

Vol. II. 1795. T which 
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which he would mention to the Houſe. General Guiſe, at 
the ſiege of Carthagena, having demanded a freſh ſupply of 
men, was aſked the grounds of the demand; to wiich he re- 
plied, that his troops were expended. The application of the 
term was certainly ludicrous ; though it might be pardonable 
in that commander, who had been a ſharer in the dangers of 


the ſhege, | 


Mr. Sergent aroſe, not with an intention regularly to fol- 
low the honourable General (Gen. Tarleton) through all his 
arguments, but chiefly to ſtate, that the eſtimates and ac- 
counts of the army and ordnance were made out this year in 
the ſame way that they had always been. It was, he faid, im- 
poſſible for the Board of Ordnance to make out exact eiti- 
mates ; the ordinaries, it was true, might be computed, but 
the extraordinaries could not, The honourable General had, 
he obſerved, lamented that there was nat a larger attendance ; 
that, he had on his part a right to preſume, was ſomething 
like evidence that gentlemen had looked over the accounts, and 
were ſatisfied that they were fair and irreprehenfihle. Indeed, 
ſuch he had conſidered to have been the Honourable Ge- 
neral's opinion, ſince he had not made any objeCtion in the 
committee. Mr. Sergeant reminded the Houſe, that ſome oc- 
currences had taken place fo lately, ſuch as the affairs at Port- 
au-Prince, &c. &c. that they could not poſſibly have been in- 
cluded in the original eſtimates. Having ſaid this, Mr. Ser- 

ent proceeded to exculpate the preſent maſter general of the 
8 from any ſhare of blame in delay ing the Weſt In- 
dia expedition. 'I he report which the honourable General 
might have heard, relative to the orduance ſtores being ſent 
back from Southampton to Woolwich, was entirely unfound- 
ed; on the contrary, the Duke of Ricamond was the firſt 
Maſter General who had taken care to provide that there 


always ſhould be a conſiderable depdt of ordnance at Portl- 


mouth, in caſe of any ſudden occaſion which might occur for 
its exportation; a meaſure which was ſtill perſevered in by the 
noble Marquis at preſent at the head of that department. He 
was confident that there never had been an armament of ſuch 
magnitude fitted out in ſo ſhort a time; and he put it to gen- 
tlemen, whether it was fair to ſuppole that the noble perſon 
(Marquis Cornwallis) who had been fo active in the ſervice of 
his country, when abroad, ſhould in any way be remiſs in 


- furniſhing ſtores for others who might be acting on ſtations 


ſimilar to thoſe which he at one time had ſo honourably oc- 
cupied ? 
General 


* 


Dec. 2.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 139 


General Tarleton roſe to explain. "The general ſaid, he 
agreed with the honourable gentleman as to the ſubject of the 
eſtimates, but differed with him as to the mode in which they 
were made out, He declared, he was glad to hear the excul- 
pation of the noble Lord at the head of the Ordnance, and 
the inference which he drew from it was, that all the blame 
attached to the reſt of his Majeſty's miners. | 

Lord Belgrave declared t at the arguments of the honour- 
able generals upon the other fide, had not convinced him that 
the reſolutions of the committee ought not to be received; 
notwithſtanding the tempeſt which had cauſed the delay of the 
Weſt India armament, he had no doubt bur that through the 
exertions of his Majeſty's miniſters, the fleet had been refitted 
in ſufficient time ſtill to render it effectual. With regard to 
the great force kept up throughout the country, he thought it 
abſolutely neceſſary to prevent the deſigns of traitors ; and 
his opinion was, that the cavalry ſhould be preferred, as beſt 
adapted to the purpoſe. The expences of the year were, he 
admitted, more conſiderable than before the war, but that cir- 
cumitance, inſtead of being matter of triumph to his Majeſty's 


miniſters, he believed was a ſerious cauſe of concern; and he 


was perſuaded, that they would be happy when the time to re- 
duce them to the ſame ſtat: as before the war, ſhould arrive. 
That time, he hoped and truſted, was not far diſtant ; but he 
hoped and truſle alſo, that a peace would never be made upon 
any other terms than thoſe. of honour and ſecurity to the coun- 
ty. With reſpect to the French expedition, he under ſtood 
that the emigrants were anxious for it, from a ſtrong ſuppoſi- 
tion that they ſhould be able to co-operate with the roya iſts, 
and effect a counter- revolution. In anſwer to the charge of 
want of feeling for thoſe unfortunate ngen, with which the 
honourable general had accuſed his Majeſty's miniſt-rs, he 
muſt declare, that the honourable general ſeemed himſelf to 
have very little feeling for the feelings of others, when he 
made ſuch an accuſation, Upon the whele, therefore, he 
ſhould vote for the bringing up the report. | 
Colonel Grofuenor in explanation ſaid, he ſhould have been 
the laſt man in the world to impute invidious diſtinctions or 
want of feeling to the right honourabie Secretary at war, 
upon ſo melancholy a ſubject as the untortunate affair at 
Quibeion. He ouly meant to point out the impropricty of 
tie üngular expreſſion he had uſed. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas began with declaring that he thought 
it indecent for gent/cmen to apply themſelves perſonally to 
the feelings of individuals, of which they were not qualified 0 
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judge, and which never could be Jearnt from any raſh and 
expreſſion, that might eſcape in the warmth of debate, 

The public, that juſt tribunal, would not judge of men by 
the raſh or intemperate animadverſions paſſed on them in 
that Houſe, but by the uniform tenour of their conduct in 
general, No man of feeling, nor of ſenſe, would afcribe a 
want of humanity to his right honourable friend, to whom 
ſome charges ſeemed more particularly to be directed. No 
man could juſtly charge him with ſporting with the feelings 
and ſufferings of men, or think he could ſmile at “ orphans? 
tears, and w:dows? cries, or deem the groans of Europe muſic.” 


The honcurable gentleman had, he ſuppaſed, inttoduced that 


quotation merely to decorate his fpecch, and prace it with 
ſome touches of the pure pathetic at the expence, no doubt, 
of conſiderable labour on his part, The honourable ventic- 
man was at liberty to indulge bis fancy in thote flig gs, but 
they would, he truſted, have little effect upon the ſober judg- 
ment of the Houſe. With regard to the failing of the Welt. 
India armament, he had thought proper to ſay, that if the de- 
lay was not to be traced to the ordnance, the blame attached 
to the reſt of his Maj«fty's minifiers, Unis was begging 
the queſtion ; he ſhou'd firlt have proved that delay had exiſt- 
ed at all. In truth, and in fact, no blanc was imputable to 
any perſon whatever. The honourable gentleman had talked 
of ſending away a great armament of 20 or 30,000 men, as 
if it was only a machine that was to be ſent out of the coun- 
try. He did not conſider the many preparations that were 
neceſlary for it. He did not conſider that the expedition de- 
pended upon drafts from the Continent and various former 
ſervices ; that the regiments, when landed, required time to 
refit, to repoſe, and to recruit, and to get the many teinforce- 


ments neceſſary; in ſhort, the ſeveral forts of preparation 


of ordnance, loldiers, ſailors, proviſions, ſtowage, ammuni- 
tion of ali kinds, &c. &c. The honourable general had 
ſtate*, that military operations ought to commence in the 


Weſt Indies in December, He admitted the truth of the 


poſition, and, according to the uſual mode of OO: 
the armament would have been ready for action in the Weſt- 
Indies in December if it had not been reſtrained by ſuch ac- 
cidents as no human precaution could prevent. 'T he right 
honourable gentleman faid that the flect ſhould have been 
ready to ſail in October, it really was ſo; at leaſt part of the 
armament was ready for failing on the 1oth of OCtover, 


and the whole was compleated by the firſt of November; the 


delay ſince that time had been entirely owing to — 
5 | | winds. 
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winds. Would the honourable general impute it as a matter 
of blame to his Majeſty's miniſters, that the wind blew from 
the welt inſtead of the eaſt, as if they could controul the 
elements, and regulate the weather? The ouly cauſe of blame 
then, was, that the armament had not been ſent out in dif- 
ferent detachments. He had not, it was true, the benefit of 
that honourable general's advice, but he had the advice of 
many ocher able and experienced generals ! their opinion was, 
that to carry on a great offenſive operation in the Weſt India 
Iſlands, with effect and probability of ſucceſs, a large European 


force ſhould be ſent in a body, and led into action 1 | 


on their arrival. I his opinion he had formed upon the fir 
military authority, and he was not diſpoſed to facrifice-it to 
the opinion even of the honourable general. For the purpoſe 
of defence he would allow that the garriſons in the iſlands 
might be fed gradually 2nd occaſtonally, in ſmall bodies ; and 
this, in fact, had been done; the charge was, therefore, an- 
{wered. The honourable gentleman had mentioned what he 
would have adviſed to be done with Lord Moira's army: 
in one part of his ſpecch he ſaid he would have ſent it to the 
Weſt- Indies; at another time, he would have have ſent it to 
maintain a poſition at Quiberon. It was unneceſſary to dwell 
upon the inconſiſteney of oppoſite opinions from the ſame 
perſon; he would only fay, that it was impoſſible it could be 
ſent to both places; and the fact was, that the admiral who 
commanded the expedition, from his great and laudable 
zeal, bad failed ſooner than, if he had not been animated by 
that zeal, his prudence would have ſuggeſted ; the con- 
ſequence of the anticipation of a few hours was, he was 
expoſed to the dreadful hurricane, This had, he confeſſed, 
been an uncommon and expenſive diſaſtzr; but if it was as 
great a misfortune as ever had happened, he had the plea- 
ſure to ſtate that there never was a great misfortune ſo 
ipecdily repaired ; at the moment he was then ſpeaking, the 
fleet was completely refitted and equipped, every thing was 
prepared: it had been ready ever ſince Monday, and it only 
waited for a fair wind. He truſted it would foon ſail, and he 
flattered himſelf they might {till expect that it would arrive 
at the place of deſtination ſoon enough to be productive of 
ad antageous and important conſequences. 

General Tarleton again explained. He ſaid that all the 
world would be at peace, but for the interference and obſtinacy 
of his Mzjeſty's miniſters. He would not undertake to ſtate 
the precite number of troops which might have been neceſ- 
ary to cover the landing of the emigrants at Quiberon, nor 
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did he think that all Lord Moira's army was neceſſary, but he 
conceived that the 4000 men, under the command of General 
Doyle, which were {till at Ille Dieu, would have not been 
ſufficient, | | 

Mr. Grey ſaid, he found himſelf called upon to make ſome 
obſervations upon the ſpeech of the right n. Secre- 

tary of State. The right honourable gentleman had ſtated, 
that there bad been no unreaſonable delay in the expedition 
to the Weſt-Indies, Whatever defence he might ſet up far 
himſelf and his colleagues reſpecting the management of the 
expedition, he belieyed that there was but one opinion in the 
country with regard to their conduct on that buſineſs, which 
was, that very improper and unneceſſary delays had taken 
place. The right honourable gentleman had urged, that 
much preparation was required; that the troops to be em- 
ployed had returned from the continent, and ſtood in need 
of refreſhment and repoſe ; and that arms and amunition for 
them were to be provided. All this was moſt true; but 
would it be believed that all the vigour and energy of govern- 
ment was exerted, as it ought to have been, to render the ar- 
mament complete? Let it be remembered, that ſo Jong ſince 
as laſt June twelvemonth, an account of. the recapture of 
| Guadaloupe was received in this country, and that his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters muſt then have known the neceflity of ſend- 
ing out a great armament to the Weſt-Indies, if they wiſhed 
to preſerve our poſſe ſſions. The adminiſtration had aflumed 
the credit of diſplaying a ſuperior vigour and energy to all 
former adminiſtrations in the conduct of war, and yet they 
had not been able to diſplay that vigour and energy in the 
very quarter, where, according to their own declaration, al 
our hopes depended. It was faid, that the troops which te- 
turned from the Continent required repoſe and refreſhment; 
let it be remembered, at the ſame time, the troops returned 
in the Spring, and therefore they were kept inactive from the 
Spring to the 10th of October, and had not yet ſailed. On 
the icth of October, too, the right honourable gentleman 
had himſelf admitted that only one part was ready; and even 
that was not ſufficiently early, for the ſhips ought to have 
been clear off the channel by the 20th of September. 

He perfectly agreed with the right honourable gentleman, 
that if they meant to carry on the war with exertion in the 
Weſt Indies, it was to be done only by a great body, and by 
employing that body at once, on account of the mortality 
which prevailed in that inclement climate. Yet, it appeatec, 
that a part only was ready to fail by the 10th of October. It 

| Was 
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was not a part, but the whole, of the armament, that ought 
to have been ready at that period. There muſt lie a charge 
then of delay imputable ſomewhere. The right honourable 
gentleman pleaded that his Majeſty's miniſters were not ac- 
countable tor the winds which detained the fleet for a certain 
time; he was ready to allow it; they were, however, fo far 
accountable, that the diſaſter which attended the armament, 
was, in ſome degree, to be atiributed to them ; it was their 
duty to have equipped the tranſports long before, and not to 
have detained them in the Channel till that ſeaſon came on, 
when ſtorms and violent winds were to be expected. If the 
right honourable gentleman was reſolved to perſiſt in his aſſer- 
tion, that the injury which the fleet ſuffered was entirely owe 
ing to the diſpenſation of heaven, before that argument could 
avail him, he muſt prove that the fleet was long before ready 
to fail, TY 
The right honourable gentleman, it was to be remarked, 
had refuſed to follow his honourable friend upon the other 
points of his argument. Whether that was a ſufficient apo- 
lozy to the public for the calamitous expedition to the coaſt of 
France, he would leave the right honourable gentleman to de- 
termine, He would next proceeC to ſay a few words on the 
proper ſubject of the day, and in doing ſo he ſhould refer to 
the eſtimates themſelves, and ground his reaſoning upon the 
items thoſe eſtimates contained. If he underitood a right 
honourable gentleman (the Secretary at War) rizhtlv upon a 
former evening, that right honourable gentleman had an- 
nounced the reduCtion of the army by more than 25,000 men, 
which produced a faving to the public of 809,000l. in the 
probable expences of the eſtabliſhment for the next year. He 
compared the eſtimates of the enſuing year with thoſe of the 
preceding year, and perceived that the laſt were calculated at 
6,954,0001. (not including the India forces faid Mr. Pitt) and 
theſe at 6, 142, oo0l. In addition to this ſaving of 800,000. 
he conceived that the ſurplus of the eſtimates, which had been 
reckoned at 700,000l. ſhould be deducted alſo. (He was in- 
formed that 700, oool. was the ſurplus of two years.) Well 
then, ſaid he, there is an actual ſaving of 350,0001, which 
ought ſurely to have been deducted. , 
An honourable gentleman (Mr. Sergent) had he obſerved, 
imputed the thin attendance of which his honourable friend 
had fo juſtly complained, to their being ſatisfied with the fair- 
nels of the eſtimates. He could not admit that to be a war- 
rantable preſumption, He conſidered ſo thin an attendance, 
when one of the moſt important functions of the Houſe was 
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to be performed, viz. the voting away the public money, as 
an indication of groſs remiſſneſs and want of attention to that 
duty, which the Inden of the Houſe were bound to diſ- 
charge diligently and faithfully. 

There was one article in the eſtimates, which Mr. Grey ſaid, 
he would next take notice of, and which particularly called 
for the attention of the Houſe; it was ſo exceſſive as to be 
alarming, and he propoſed hereafter to take the ſenſe of the 
Houſe upon it. The article that he alluded to, was, the pro- 
viſion for the ſtaff, which amounted to 104,642]l. He had 
compared it with the eſtimates of former years, and found it 
unparalleled and enormous. He took the laſt war of the Earl 
of Chatham, in 1762, in which the largeſt army of lite times 
was raiſed, and the ſums for the ſtaff then voted were 58,81 3]. 
That, however, was not the chief point of compariſon. The 
points which he ſhould next refer to, were the two laſt years 
of the American war in 1 fs and 1782. The American war 
had always been arraigned by the preſent Miniſters, as the 
moſt extravagant war in which this country was ever en- 
gaged; and he could ſhew what the ſtate of the ſtaff was in 
the two luſt years of that war, which were unqueſtionably 
the moſt expenſive, In 1781, the number of men voted for 
guards and 2 were 39,666, and the moyey for the ſtaff 
42,957. In 1782, the number of men voted for guards and 

garriſons were 40, 456, and the money for the ſta 43,840]. 
The number of men eſtimated for the guards and garrifons 

this year were 49,219, and the money for the ſtaff 103,042). 
which was a ſum more than double the allowance of the ſtaff 

in the two laſt years of that extravagant war. This differ- 
ence he wiſhed to ſtate, that the Houſe might conſider whe- 
ther the enormous increaſe of this article had ariſen from any 
want of attention on their parts, and he intimated that be 
ſhould hereafter examine it more particularly, | 
Having dwelt for ſome time on this point, he ſaid, he would 
not fit down without ſaying a word or two on the charge 
urged againſt the Secretary at War, of uſing ludicrous ex- 
preflions upon ſerious and affecting ſubjects: he entirely ac- 
quitted him of any ſuch charge; he knew him better than to 
believe he really merited any ſuch imputation; but he was not 
aſtoniſhed that other gentlemen ſhould ſhew a conſiderable 
degree of feeling and jealouſy at any levity of expreſſion on 
our lofles, when they called to mind what a quantity of blood 
and treature had been uſeleſsly ſquandered in the preſent un- 

recetlary, unjuit and hopeleſs war, 1 
Ir. 
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Mr. Secretary Dundas explained, that if the account of 


the recapture of Guadaloupe was received Jaſt July twelve- 
month, the account of the loſs of St. Lucia did not arrive 
till laſt July; and therefore, if Guadaloupe had been the 
ouly object, a force would have been ready. | 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that the reply of the Secretary of State was 
not a ſatisfactory anſwer to the arguments of his honourable 
friend, He aſked, if our Government had confined their views 
to Guadaloupe, or whether they had not from the beginnin 
a delign upon St. Domingo. If that had been an obje 
throughout the whole courſe of the war, the queſtion might 
with propriety be aſked, why we had not made greater and 
more timely exertions to ſecure it? He had always been a 
friend to enquiries; and he conſidered it as a lamentable cir- 
cumſtance, both for that Houſe and the country, that it had 


been the uniform practice of the preſent miniſters to diſſuade 


the repreſentatives of the people from inſtituting theſe enqui- 
ries, It was too much to make the country believe, that tkis 
war had been managed with ſuperior wiſdom and ſkill to all 
former wars; and yet this was the only war recorded in the 
hiſtory of Great Britain, in which no enquiry had taken 
place. He would not, he ſaid, accuſe adminiſtration of a 
want of feeling, reſpecting the fate of the expedition to Qui. 
beron, but he hoped and truſted that they would move for an 
enquiry to juſtify their conduct. In his opinion that would 
be the beſt way to ſhew a proper feeling for thoſe unfortu- 
nate men who had fallen a ſacrifice to their councils and their 
conduct; and he hoped and truſted it was their intention to 
do ſo; and to do it not only in regard to France, but to the 
Weſt Indies alſo. He did not believe himſelf, and his belief 
was confirmed by public opinion, that the Weſt India arma- 
ment had been ready to fail on the roth of October, and 
he doubted if it could have been made ready by the 1ſt of 
November. | : 

The right honourable Secretary of State had aſſerted, that 
their fleet was ready to fail by the firſt of November. This 
was an aſſertion, which, for his own part, he repeated it, he 
was convinced the right honourable Secretary could not make 
good upon an enquiry. He demanded of the houſe, if they 


were ſatisfied on ſuch an important point with a bare declara- 


tion; and whether, after ſeeing the country involved in cala- 

mities by a fruitleſs and unfortunate conteſt, which years of 

peace would not be able to retrieve, whether they were not 

bound to enquire who was the author of theſe calamities, and 

what were the meaſures by which ſuch complicated miſery 
Vox. II. 1795. U 
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had been produced? He hoped and truſted that the effe& of 


the debate would be to lead the houſe to enter into a ſerious 
enquiry into the two expeditions. The firſt expedition to the 
coaſt of France, in his opinion, was wild and chimerical; 
planned without wiſdom, and executed without energy. On 
that expedition, however, he confeſſed there was room fox 
difference of opinion. The ſecond expedition had been 
planned and exccuted in contempt of the experience to be 
collected and learnt from the former; and that men were de- 
tained there without any poſſible ſervice, or even the ſhadow 
of a hope of their being of any aſſiſtance. That failure, how- 
ever, if gentlemen thought like him, would not be fo dread- 
ful if it ſhould bring us nearer to the bleſſings of peace. He 
was taught, however, by a noble Lord, (Lord Belgrave, ) to 
expect that the time would ſoon come, when theſe troops would 
be recalled, and he was taught to expect alſo that we might 
ſoon. have peace. He hoped it would be ſo; but he could not 
help remarking how much indebted they were to the ill ſuc- 
ceſs of the laſt expedition for that hope. If we had been ſuc- 
ceſsful, that time would have been remote indeed; becauſe if 
we had made any impreſſion on the interior of France, and 
Louis the Eighteenth had been proclaimed King, however 
ſmall our impreſſion, and however weak, comparatively 
ſpeaking, our ſupport, all our hopes of peace would have been 
remote indeed. We muſt have proſecuted the war with end- 
leſs perſeverance, to the ruin even of the country; becauſe to 
have given up, would have been a breach of faith, and a ſpe- 
cies of the baſeſt treachery. 

With regard to other ſubjects, Mr. Fox ſaid, he agreed 
with his honourable friend, (Mr. Grey,) that the eſtimates 
of the Staff for the enſuing year, when compared with the 
eſtimates of former years of war, inconteſtibly proved the 
preſent to be the moſt extravagant war in which this country 
ever was engaged, In the American war, among all the cen- 
ſurable features of the miniſters then in power, there was no 
one by which they were ſo ſtrongly marked, and for which 
they were ſo much reprobated, as for their extravagance ; 
he was, however. ready to take even that war as a criterion 
of economy, and by that criſis to convict or acquit the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration. If this was not proved to be infinitely 
more extravagant, he would allow that the preſent miniſtcrs 
ſtood acquitted in the face of their country, 

The next ſubjeC he had to notice was the cavalry fencibles; 
and no man oi common obſcrvation could deny, that, in 3 


time of ſcatcity like the preſent, it was peculiarly incumbent 
on 
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on miniſters, if they were reſolved to keep up ſuch a conſi- 
derable force in the interior, to make the proportion of infan- 
try greater, and the cavalty leſs. On that ground he objected 
to receiving the report, and on that ground he objected to the 
eſtimates in general. It was, he ſaid, a ſhameful thing, when 
the country was not in dread of an invaſion, to keep up ſuch 
an alarming and unprecedented army in the kingdom. He 
even thought that the militia ought not to remain any longer 
in the field, as the neceſſity was removed, together with the 
apprehenſion of danger. It had been iunſiuated however, by 
a noble Lord, that this unprecedented and alarming torce was 
not kept up from any apprehenſions of a foreign enemy, but 
for the pteſet vation of domeſtic. peace. He hoped and truſted 
this was not the caſe ; becauſe every man muſt kg that 
the preſervation of domeſlic peace had been ſolely entruſted to 
the civil power, and the civil power had 2 been ſuſſicient. 
According to the inſinuation of the noble Lord, then, they 
were not to expect that this enormous force would be dil- 
banded, even if a peace with France was made; they were 
not to ſuppoſe they were to be diſembodied on the ceſſation of 
war, but on the ceſſation of alarms. 

Mr. Fox then entered into the cauſes of the commence- 
ment and continuance of the war, Never were they, he ſaid, 
ſo light and trifling in any former war; never did they reſt 
upon opinions ſo whimſical, fo fanciful, and fo falſe, Some of 
the men who led the councils of this country, had advanced 
theſe opinions; and the whole nation was ſuffering for their 
deluſions, Theſe deluſions had occaſioned ſtreams, nay oceans 
of blood, to ſpread over the continent of Europe. What was 
the opinion of all other nations with reſpect to this country? 
He would tell the Hauſe ; Great Britain appeared in the moſt 
odious and deteſted light; by its perſiſtence and obſtinacy, it 
had kept alivq the flames of war, which, but for its efforts, 
would have ſubſided. He believed no man would attempt to 
contradict him, when he aſſerted, that more than twelve 
months had elapſed, fince all Europe would have enjoyed the 
bleſſings of tranquility, had it not been for the machinations 
of Britiſh miniſters. The King of England's good counſel- 
lors had held up the torch of war, Was not this true? Aſk 
our merchants z aſk all thoſe who had any communication 
any correſpondence abroad. If miniſters. were coming at laſt 
to a Change of opinion, and were carneltly diſpoſed to paciſi- 
cation, he congratulated the Houſe and the country. When 
that peace ſhould arrive, let the guilt of thoſe be remembered 
uo had protracted it, and ſo 2 prolonged the war; the 
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guilt of thoſe men, at whoſe door all the diſgrace, calamity, 
and bloodſhed, ſuffered within the laſt twelvemonth, would 
entirely lie, | 

Mr. Dundas ſaid, in explanation, that he had not at all 
alluded to the force deſtined for St. Domingo. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not think he 
ſhould have been induced to trouble the Houſe that night, had 
there not have been brought forward a topic on which he 
thought it neceſſary to ſay a few words, becauſe it was a topic 
intimately interwoven with the honour, the ſecurity, the cha- 
racter of that Houſe, and of the nation; not only of the na- 
tion, but of all Europe, and of the world at large. It was fo 
connected with the cauſe of truth and of juſtice, that it was 
impoſſible for him to remain ſilent. A doctrine had all at 
once been aſſumed by the right honourable gentleman, who 
had juſt fat down, of a moſt ſingular nature. He muſt, there- 
fore, remind the Houſe of the extent of the right honourable 
gentleman's propoſition. The right honourable gentleman 
had ſaid broadly, that they had been unjuſt in beginning the 
war; that they were deteſted by Europe; and but for the in- 
terference of Great Britain, all Europe would long fince 
have enjoyed the bleflings of peace and tranquility. He had 
no right to queſtion the individual opinion of the right hono- 
Table gentleman, nor would he. He had no right to diſpute 
that right honourable gentleman's drawing what confequence 
he thought proper from that opinion for the regulation of his 
own private conduct; but he muſt beg leave to ſay, it was 
ſomething like arrogance, ſelf- conſequence, and een, 
in any individual, while he was addreſſing an aſſembly, who 
had as good a right to judge as himſelf, to ſet his opinion in 
oppoſition to the repeated deciſions of that Houſe, as to the 
motives for entering into the war, and the neceſſity for con- 
tinuing it. The Houſe had been ſenſible that it was provoked, 
and entered into in conſequence of the aggreſſions of France, 
and not in purſuance of the ſpirit of ambition in England; 
that we were forced into the war in defence of every thing 
that was near and dear to us in our religion and government ; 
that it was not a war begun in injuſtice on our part, but one 
in which we were to engage for the ſecurity of the fundamen- 
tal principles of all governments : -and particulacly, in ſup- 
port of that mixed government which we had ſo happily en- 
joyed in Great Britain. It was too much he ſaid, for the ho- 
nourable gentleman to expect from the Houſe, that either the 
eloquence vr the vehemence of his ſpeech ſhould induce them 


to negative their own deciſions; to make them declare, _ 
mex 
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they had unjuſtly entered into this war, when, in fact, it was 
a defenſive war; and not merely a defenſive war, but a ſtrug- 
gle for our political exiſtence, That Houſe had determined 


that the war was juſt, was neceſſary, was unavoidable, on 


our part; a war which had been, in point of fact, argued in 
that Houſe, and proved to its conviction, to be in its ſpirit 
defenſive : not only becauſe ſome of our intereſts were at- 
tacked ; but defenſive even up to the extent of ſtruggling for 
our law, our religion, our liberty, and our conſtitution, He 
believed, in ſpite of the various calamities of the war, which 
he would not diſſemble; in ſpite of the exertions of the ene- 
my, greater than ever had been heard of in Europe, and oc- 
caſioned by efforts which were gigantic ſtrides towards their 
own deſtruction; in ſpite (he would aſſume it for argument 
ſake) of the imperfection of the councils of the Britiſh mini- 
ſters ; not only the page of impartial hiſtory would record, 
but it was the preſent conviction of mankind, that the exer- 
tions of this ſingle iſland, puſhed to its extent by the noble 


ardor and ſpirit of the country ; by the extraordinary reſources 


it poſſeſſed; by its exertions, which were in proportion to the 
inconteſtible juſtice of its cauſe; Europe, all Europe, would 
be reſcued from the greateſt danger to which it had ever been 
expoſed : by the exertions of this iſland, ſmall in ſize, ſmall 
in population, but great in the poſſeſſion of an excellent and 
free conſtitution, which had raiſed commerce to ſuch a height 
as to make it the envy and admiration of mankind ; this little 
iſland it was that cemented and preferved that coalition, by 
wiſe exertions that unnatural ſyſtem of equality had crum- 
bled into duſt ; and now, when we c6uld diſcover a ho 

that, from a change of government, it might be poſſible to 
treat for peace, we find on the road the obſtruction of proud 
pretenſions. Were they to be told that we might terminate 
the war with honour, and that we obſtinately adhere to old 
opinions? What have thoſe gained who have made a ſeparate 
peace ? Have they gained honour or honourable ſecurity ? 
How were thoſe ſtates of Germany ſituated that had ſtolen 
away from the confederacy ? A little before the ſhouts of 
victory had given triumph to the Auſtrian armies, did not the 


French general declare, that not one of the ſtates under any 


line of demarcation ſhould be exempt from contribution ? 
Here was honourable fecurity ! How did he qualify and ex- 


cuſe this act of faithleſs tyranny ? Truly, they were to be re- 


imburſed f. om the other ſtates which the French might after- 
wards conquer. Was it then to be imputed as an obſtinate- 
adherence "to falſe opinions, that the Engliſh did not accept 
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of a ſeparate peace on any terms? Should they conſent to the 
act that declared, that up the Rhine ſhould be incorporated 
with the French Republic ? Ought this country peaceably to 
permit the French, our eternal, inveterate, and hereditar 
enemics, to poſſeſs an extent of territory inconſiſtent with 
our ſafety, and the ſecurity of Europe? Our ſyſtem, it was 
true, had been a coſtly ſyſtem. "There was no man who more 
regretted the great expences of the war than he; but we 
ought to weigh well the importance of the object which we 
had in view; our own ſecurity and exiſtence were at ſtake. 
We had deſtroyed the Jacobin faction, and preſerved the in- 
dependence of all Europe: We had extended the diverſified 
prolperity of Great Britain; ſupported it by alliances ; ſerved 
the intereſts of commerce, and defeated the deſigns of a per- 
fidious, encroaching, and dangerous neighbour. What Eng- 
land had already ſaved was as much beyond the object of any 

other war, as the expence of this was beyond that of former 
conteſts, and he was willing to try this point on its own me- 
rits; before the queſtion of expence be even touched upon, 
gentlemen ought to look at the importance of what we had 
already gained, and then the expence, on a fair compariſon, 
would be regarded as nothing. 

Having apologized for thus entering into the general ſub- 
ject of the war, with a greater degree of warmth than per- 
haps was proper, by declaring that the charge made by the 
right honourable gentleman had not only led him to the diſ- 
cuſſion of it, but rendered what he had ſaid unavoidable ; he 
owned he had never been more affected than at the moment 
when we were about to experience that effect which we had 
ſo dearly earned by our valour and our exertions, to hear one 
aſſertion, which, if not refuted, would lead to a daſtardly ſur- 
render of all our glory. | „ 

He proceeded next to the objeclions urged by ſeveral gen- 
tlemen againſt adminiſtration on account of delay, reſpecting 
the ſending ſuccours to the Weſt Indies. Until Auguſt, 1794, 
they had not, he ſaid, received accounts of the loſs of St. 
Lucia; and ſince that time large reinforcements had been ſent 
out for the detence of the iſlands. Neither was it untill the 
latter end of that year that government found the neceflity of 
a great armament ; and, although he by no means allowed that 
it could be got ready ſooner, if it had been determined on ear- 
lier, he would maintain that no delay had taken place ſince, 
but what was unavoidable. | | 

With reſpect to the expedition to the coaſt of France, gen- 


tlemen called aloud for enquiry, and eſtabliſhed a moſt com- 
| pendious 
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ndious concluſion ; that if they aſked for enquiry, and mi- 
nifters did not think proper to grant it, it followed, that a de- 
nial of enquiry was a confeſſion of guilt ; this was a fallacious 
concluſion, and not more fallacious than it was ſtale and 
hacknied. He was ready to argue with the honourable gen- 
tleman on the propriety of an enquiry, on a view of all the 
circumſtances relating to the expedition to Quiberon; he was 
ready to argue upon the policy of the meaſure, from the infar- 
mation which government had received of the probability of 
co-operation in La Vendee, from the probability, that the 
junction with La Vendee would rouſe and awaken a ſpirit of 
loyalty in other parts which then laid dormant, and produce im- 
portant aſſiſtance ; from the effect that ſuch co · operation and 
rouſed fpirit of loyalty, would have, upon the forces on the 
exterior; in ſhort, from all conſiderations and probable con- 
ſequences, he was prepared to defend the policy of the expedi- 
tion; and not only its general policy, but its expediency in the 
ſeveral parts; the expediency of appointing Monfteur du Pui- 
ſaye; of having no more than the number ſent ; and to contend, 
that the meaſure was wiſe, ſeaſonable, and practicable, accord- 
ing to the intelligence in the poſſeſſion of miniſters. In this or 
that comprehenſive view of it alone was it that the matter could 
be fairly judged ; and in that view he would be ready to argue 
when a future opportunity ſhould preſent itſelf. * 

In anſwer to Mr. Grey's obſervations, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer aſſigned as the reafon why the eſtimates of 
this year were calculated on the ſame ſcale as laſt year, al- 
though the laſt year's eſtimate exceeded the expence, 
that laſt year there was a conſiderable nuinber of non- 
effectives, and therefore a ſaving of pay; whereas in the 
preſent year no ſuch deficiency would be found in the reduced 
eſtabliſhment, With reſpect to his objection relative to the 
increaſed expences of the Staff, he declared he did not wiſh to 
ſupport any unneceſſary expences ; he took it for granted, that 
it was reaſonable and juſtifiable from that quarter in which it 
was determined, though he would not undertake to ſay how 
far the increaſed ought to extend above thoſe of 1782 ; yet he 
would jutt mention ſome general reaſons whey they ought to be 
an increaſe. Although the guards and garriſons were pretty 
nearly alike that year and the preſent, yet there were material 
additions in other ways ; there was an increaſe in the militia, 
in the whole fencible army, and the yeomanry corps; theſe 
required a greater ſuperintendence than old regiments z and 
although he did not wiſh the Staff ſhould be unneceſſatily 
enlarged, it was certainly economical to have the advantage 
of ſuperior diſcipline, ; 
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Should any enquiry be moved for upon the ſubject adverted 
to, he ſaid, he ſhould not think himſelf bound to conſent to 
it, unleſs a fair ground be laid down from whence a reaſona- 
ble charge that miniſters, had acted contrary to their duty, 
could be made, in which caſe a variety of circumſtances 
which had not yet been even mentioned, ſhould be taken into 
conſideration, 

Mr. Fix roſe to explain with reſpect to a few points, 
When he talked of the expence of the war, he did not mean 
the genera] expence, but the expence of particular branches 
of the ſervice. Whatever was the importance of the 
conteſt, it was not, ſurely, neceſſary that any particular ſer- 
vice ſhould ſtand at a ſum beyond what it was uſually charged, 
When he faid that this country had, for years, prevented 
Europe from enjoying the bleſſings of peace, he had delivered 
only his own individual opinion on that point, alluding to the 
influence which her opinions had upon the events that had 
taken pl:ce on the Continent, With regard to his declaration 
that England had prevented a general peace for the laſt twelve 
months, that was a propoſition which he thought he could 

prove and eſtabliſh as completely as any political propoſition 
could reaſonably be proved and eſtabliſhed, When he re- 
commended to give peace to Europe, he did not mean that 
this country ſhould form a ſeparate treaty, he only meant that 
ſhe ſhould remove thoſe obſtacles which ſhe had hitherto 
oppoſed to the concluſion of a general peace. 

Mr. William Smith ſaid, when the right honourable gen- 
tleman had argued that we ought not to leave France in poſ- 
ſeſſion of certain territories without a proper compenſation, 
he was at a loſs to conceive what compenſation he could have 
in his contemplation. The right honourable gentleman 
boaſted that it was a proud thing for this iſland, by our inter- 
ference in the conteſt, to have taved Europe ; it was, never- 
theleſs, an honour which might coſt us too dear. The right 
honourable gentleman mult either be leſs timid with reſpect to 
alarms, or more bold with reſpect to finance, if he did not 

ſee, in the deranged ftate to which our finances might be 
brought by the war, more danger of a revolution, than from 
all the ſeditious pamphlets that had been brought forward. 
When he mentioned the firmneſs and perſeverance which 
parliament had ſhewn in the proſecution of the conteſt, and 
which diſcovered their ſenſe of the juſtice of the cauſe, he 
onght to have recollected, they were exactly the ſame exprel- 
fions which had been uſed in 1781, by the noble Lord 
who conducted his Majeſty's councils during the American 


War, 
General 
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General Smith in a ſhort ſpeech reprehended the magnitude 
of the accounts, which had been brought forward, and the 
extravagance of particular items, and declared his intention 
of execiſing the utmoſt vigilance with reſpect to the expendi- 
ture of public money. He had ſtated laſt year what had that 
day been repeated, that Great Britain had become odious to 
all the Powers on the Continent, from being conſidered as 
the only obſtacle to peace. He had hitherto thunned talking 
of the French Revolution; he thought it, however, neceſſary 
to declare that he believed the principal cauſe of that Revo- 
lution to have been a profuſe and laviſh expenditure of public 
money : and in that light it ought to be held out as a warning 
to miniſters. | | 

The queſtion being called for, ſtrangers were deſired to 
withdraw, and were not again admitted. The motion for the 
re- commitment was negatived. . 

The Houſe proceeded on the report. After a ſhort con- 
verſation, the refolutions were read a ſecond time, and agreed 
to, Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TruRrsDAY, December 3. 


Mr. Alderman Anderſon brought up two bills for explaining 
and enlarging the Charters granted in the 7th of George I. ta 
to the Royal Exchange and London Inſurance Offices, which 
were _ a firſt and ſecond time. | 


PETITIONS FOR AND AGAINST THE TREASON AND 
SEDITIOUS MEETING BILLS. 


The Maſter of the Rolls mentioned ſome circumſtances 
relative to the proceedings at Bath, it having been ſtated, on 
preſenting a petition from that place, in oppoſition to thoſe 
bills, that the petition preſented from the fame place, in favour 
of them, had been obtained in a ſurreptitious manner. For 
the purpoſe of refuting the charge, he ftated that the meeting 
had been openly held, that the petition was fair, and the 
ſignatures were obtained without ſolicitation from the inha- 
bitants and the viſitors at both the rooms. It was to be re- 
gretted that the rules of the Houſe did not provide ſome regu- 
lations for aſcertaining the weight and influence that ſhould 
be given to opinions; an order, that no petition ſhould be re- 
ctived, to which the parties who ſigned it did not affix an 
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account of their occupations and places of abode, might, he 

faid, go a conſiderable way in effecting that uſeful object. 
Mr. Francis deſired to know to which of the petitions, that 

had been preſented from Bath, the Maſter of the Rolls meant 


to apply his obſervations, ? 
The Maſter ef th: Rollt replied, that he meant merely to 


ſtate, that the petition which he had preſented had not been 


ſurreptitiouſſy obtained. 
Mr. Wilmot preſented a petition from the Corporation of 
Coventry in favour of the bills. 
Mr. George Barclay preſented a petition from -Bridport 


againſt the bills. ? 
Sir George Thomas preſented a petition' from Arundel l 


favour of the bills. 

Mr. Mainwaring preſented a petition from the miniſters 
churchwarden, ſideſman, overſcers of pavements, overſeer, 
of buildings, and others of the pariſh of Clerkenwell, in fa- 
vour of the bills now pending in Parliament, 

Mr. Sheridan obſerved, the churchwarden and ſideſman, 
who ſubſcribed the petition juſt preſented, were in the ſingu- 
Jar number; there was only one churchwarden out of four, 
one ſideman out of four, and two overſeers out of ſix, who 
eſpouſed it, Nothing, he faid, could be more fair and opcn 
than the petition which he had the honour to preſent the 
other day againſt the Convention Bills from the inhabitants 
of Clerkenwell pariſh ; a requifition was made by 24 houſe- 
keepers, to call a public meeting; a hand-bill, of which 4000 
copies were diſtributed, was ſigned by 26 houſekeepers ; fix 
reſpectal le houſes were opened for the reception of ſignatures, 
and in 12 hours 1200 names were ſubſcribed. Whereas on 
the contrary, nothing could be more clandeſtine than the 
manner in which the preſent petition had been obtained; it 
was privately prepared, and carried from door to door, 
where the poorer inhabitants were terrihed into a ſubſcrip- 
tion by the appearance of the collectors of rates and taxes, 
and the public houſes by the appearance of a magiſtrate, who 
at the next quarter ſeſſions might otherwiſe refuſe a licence. 
{n the mean time it was a notorious fact that a week had 
been employed, on this occaſion, to collect and coerce lig- 
Natures. 

Mr. Mantwaring ſaid, he had reaſon to depend on the 2c- 
count given him, as he had it from a number of reſpectable 
perſons, and particularly from the miniſter of the pariſh, who 


was 2 man of the greateſt reſpeRability. ay 
| A petition 
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A petition in favour of the Bills from Staines was preſented 
by Mr. Mainwaring; and a petition from Arundel to the fame 
elfect was preſented by Howard. . 

Mr. Cre/pigny preſented a petition from the inhabitants of 
the borough of Sudbury, in the county of Suffolk, againit the 
Bills. | 

Mr. Hippeſley ſaid, that connected as he ſtood by a double 

tie with the borough, being the Recorder as well as one of its 
repreſentatives, he felt it his duty to make ſome obſervations 
on the petition, though not to oppoſe its lying on the table. 
The petition appeared to be ſigned by 500 perſons, ſtyling 
themſelves inhabitants of the town. Many of the ſubſcribers 
ne knew to be of the moſt reſpectable of the claſs of Diſſenters; 
gentlemen of whoſe motives not a queſtion could be raiſed, 
as he believed they acted from the pureſt principles, however 
he might differ from them himſelf, and that no deſcription of 
inhabitants in the borough, or even in that Houſe were more 
zealouſly attached to his Majeſty's government and the con- 
ſtitution of the country. But the great majority of the ſigna- 
tures had been obtained, as he was inſtructed, by the princi- 
ple of the Bill being erroneouſly ſtated to them, aud conſiſted 
of the loweſt claſs of inhabitants. That every one knew the 
town of Sudbury to contain many thouſands of inhabitants; 
the petition, therefore, could no more be ſaid to convey the 
collected ſenſe of the borough, than a petition ſigned by 4000 
inhabitants of the city of Briſtol, whoſe population is ſcarcely 
leſs than 100,000, could carry with it the ſenſe of that great 
commercial town, as had been attempted a few days to be 
inſinuated in this Houſe. | 

Mr. Creſpigny replied, that he did not preſent the petition 
as the petition of the majority of the inhabitants, but merely 
of thoſe who ſigned it. He reprobated the idea of drawing 
a diſtinction between the rich and the poor, and obſerved, 
that the honourable member, though profeſſing not to oppoſe 
the petition, had thrown every obſtacle in the way of it; that 
the mayor had refuſed to cail a meeting, and that every 
ſpecies of undue influence was enforced to obſtruct it. 

Mr. Hippefley ſaid, he ſhould be very ſorry indeed, if an 
opinion went forth that he wiſhed to raiſe an invidious diſ- 
tinction between the opulent and the poorer claſs of inbabi- 
tants, No man was more ready to aſſert the rights which the 
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poor and rich were entitled to, in common, than he was. 


With reſpect-to the fituation of the poor, particularly of the 
town of Sudbury, no one could be more ſienſible of their diſ- 
trels than himſelf 3 A diſtreſs aggravated by the unfortunate 
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continuance of the war, which bore hard on their manufac. 
tures ; but the very preſſure of their diſtreſſes and poverty 
expoſed them more to the miſrepreſentation or miſapprehenſion 
of the oppoſers of the Bills: that the moſt perverted and 
ill-grounded comments had gone very tar in the preſent caſe. 
The petition had been hawked about the town, among the 
market-people, and even the ſignatures of boys of 12 and 14 
years of age procured. Mr, Hippeſley ſaid, he could not 
avoid adverting to the humourous anecdote that had appeared 
in one of the Newſpapers, of a poor man being urged to ſign 
a petition of this ſort, © becauſe it went ts remove bad mini- 

erte. That I will, with all my heart,” was the reply, 
for our Parſon is the worſt I ever heard.” Mr. Hippeſley 
then ſaid, that he truſted the Mafter of the Rolls or ſome 
perſon of more weight and influence than himſelf, would 
follow up the idea he nad ſo judiciouſſy thrown out that day, 
fo that it might become a ſtanding order of the Houſe that 
the place of abode might be added to the ſignature. Indeed, 
ſaid Mr. Hippeſley, this regulation might be carried fil} 
further, with ſalutary effect, by extending it to the profeſſion 
or occupation, and even age, which might check thoſe ſcan- 
dalous practices which had diſgraced ſo many of the petitions 
then lying on the table. | 

He hoped the learned gentleman would not diſappoint thoſe 
expectations the Houte had a right to form from his declara- 
tions: ſhould he neglect to follow it up, he would take the 
liberty of reminding him of it in his place, the Houſe would 
then have the means of knowing whether their petitioners 
were fchool-boys, or perſons capable of forming a juſt opinion 
of their meaſures. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that on entering the Houſe, he happened to 
hear the concluding part of Mr. Hippeſley*s ſpeech, exhorting 
ſome other honourable gentleman to move, that no petitions 
be received but thoſe which deſcribed the occupztions and 

places of reſidence of thoſe who ſigned them. If any thing 
could ſurpriſe him in the preſent day, this would have ſurpriſed 
him very much. Would it be right, he aſked, to put ſhackles 
on the right of petitioning ? All that he ſhould fay at preient 
on the ſubject was, that whenever a Bill ſhould be introduc- 
ed for that purpoſe, they ſhould find him a fteady oppoſer 
of it. What was the object of ſuch a meaſure? merely to 
deter the aggrieved from ſigning, and to mark out thoſe who 
were proper objects for the perſecution of government? He 
could not, he faid, let even the notice paſs, without ſhewing 


| his abhorrence of a ſyſtem which ſcemed abſolutely intended 
ta 
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to extinguiſh the rights of the people. He would ever op- 
poſe that ſpirit which prevailed of drawing a diſtinction be- 
tween one part of the country and another. He could not 
conclude, however, without remarking, that this was an ad- 
ditional proof of the miniſter's intention to deſtroy the Bill 
of Rights, and the right of petitioning together, 


Mr. Hippeſley roſe, with warmth, and ſaid, he muſt treſ- 


paſs again, one moment, in explanation, that his words might 
not be thus twiſted and diſtorted from their only natural 
meaning; no man reſpected the ſacred right of petitioning 
more than himſelf, but to check its abuſes in the mode ſug- 
geſted, was not to ſhackle it. How the regulation of aſſixing 
the place of abode, &c.- to the name of the petitioners could 
trench on the liberty of the ſubject, was paſt his hum- 


ble comprehenſion, Mr, Hippeſley then proceeding beyond 


the point of explanation, was called to order by the Speaker. 
Motion put and carricd, that the petition lie on the table, 

Mr. Pelham preſented a petition from the freemen and in- 
habitants of Lewes, in Suflex, praying parliament to adopt 
ſuch meaſures as to them ſhould ſeem meet. 

Lord Milliam Ruſſel preſented a petition, ſigned by 6000 
freeholders and inhabitants of the county of Surry againſt the 
Bills, | 

Mr. Onflaw ſaid, he could not help thinking that there 
were ſome ſtimulating vapours in the atmoſphere of that 
Houſe, which affected gentlemen with the cacoethes loguendi ; 
as he was not, however, intected with any of the noxious 
particles, he would only trouble them with a very few obſer- 
vations. He then remarked, whatever might be the majority 
in point of numbers in the preſent petition, it was far from con- 
veying the genuine ſentiments of the people of Surry, which. 
were, indeed, contained in the counter-petition already before 
the Houſe, ſigned by the moſt reſpectable inhabitants of the 
county, In obtaining ſignatures to the preſent petition, the 
judgment of thoſe few who were capable of forming any up- 
on the Bills had never been conſulted, but a variety of differ- 
ent objects were placed before their view. There appeared 
to it the marks of ſeveral perſons, who, though they might be 
ſubſtantial people, poſſeſſed of property, were not, from their 
edùcation or habits, capable of judging what they were about. 
ed pardon for uſing the word property, he aſſured gen- 

the other tide of the Houſe that he meant no invidi- 
ous reflection upon them. To ſome of the ſubſcribers, it was 
repreſented, 
ſent miniſters 


to others, that it would bring about a peace; 
and 


I . o 
„ . — 
* — * * = _ 
%  - + * — 


1 
"Ta 
»; a 
2 
by + 
1 
Ly = 
4 
LP 
759 
Fo T 
* ; : z 
7 * 


— 
f ——ů N 
— r 
A X 


88 
* * =ey _ 


» we © 


Sas hn,” hs 
—_—_ 
© 


I ESI. CE 


- 


253 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. '[Commone, 


and to more, that it was meant to reduce the high price of 
proviſions. Butts of beer were alſo employed to gain over 
the ſuffrages of the people, and the potency of the liquor ge- 
nerally ſerved to ſtrengthen the weakneſs of the argument 
uſed to perſuade an inhabitant to ſign; without any further 
explanation, therefore, the pint of beer and the name fre- 
quently went down together. Many like the man fo hu- 
morouſly alluded to, by an honourable gentleman, who had 
thought the miniſter meant the parſon— Mr, Onſlow was 
called to order: whereupon he proceeded with his argument, 
and ſaid, that at the meeting at Epſom, the moſt reipectable 
perſons, and thoſe of moſt property, did not attend, while the 
aſſemblage was, in a great meaſure, compoſed of thoſe in in- 
ferior ſituations, or who had no buſineſs to be there at all. 
The ſentiments of theſe people were very much in favour of 
the principles of the right honourable gentleman oppolite; 
to their ſuffrages, he did not pay any very implicit regard, 
as, for ſubſtantial reaſons, he wiſhed to preter the ſentiments 
of freebolders cf land to thoſe of freeholders of opinion. 

Mr. Fox obſerved, that the honourable gentleman had given 
fuch a ſpecimen as he expected of the fairneſs with which the 
petitions of the people were henceforward to be treated in 
the Houſe of Commons, Formerly it had been ſtated by an 
honourable baronet, who preſented the counter-petition, 
(Sir John Frederick) that a majority was nothing; and the 
honourable baronet enlarged upon the reſpectability of the 
2000 ſignatures attached to his petition. Now be was given 
ro underſtand that ſignatures were more valuable than the 
viva voce declarations of mens opinions. It was aſtoniſhin; 
to him how fo much could have been done with 6000 pev- 
ple, which was the number who had ſigned that petition, and 
how ſo much beer could be given away by perſons who had 
no property; if it were true that fo much could be done 
in that manner, why did not thoſe perſons who had ſo much 
property, not only of their own, but of government, to ex- 
pend as they pl*afed, appropriate ſome part of it to fo ma- 
terial an object? The gentlemen on his tide had been accuſed 
of uſing too much induſtry ; and it ſo happened, that he had 
always blamed them for having uſed too little; it was a no- 
torious tac}, that advertiſements appeared in the public papers, 
ſtating, that, petitions lay at particular places for ſignature in 
London and Epſom; and when a number of people went !9 
fign them, they found no petition had been left there, it wWas 
in fact ſome time before a petition found its way to his neigh- 


bourhood,viz. Cherticy. 
3 Tee 
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The objection which the honourable gentleman had made 
to the ſignatures of inhabitants who were not freeholders of 
the county of Surry, was another way of expreſſing his con- 
tempt of penłions from the great body of the people. For 
his own part, he did not object to frecholders; though he 
certainly ſhould have done ſo, if they had not been inhabi- 
tants of the county; it appeared, however, that the honour- 
able gentleman did not exclude the inhabitants from ſigning 
his petition, becauſe they were invoked by advertiſement, 
with the perſons of landed and funded property. The ho- 
nourable gentleman, however, was the laſt perſon to vaunt of 
the freehoJders, becguſe the freeholders of the county of Surry 
had never ſhewn any particular regard towards him. He had 
the ſtrongeſt and molt repeated opportunities of taking their 
opinions at elections, and he had always found that they ated 
ditectly oppoſite to him; eſpecially at the Jaſt election, where 
their opinions were more ſtrongly marked than on any former 
occaſion, He thy,ught the honourable gentleman would him- 
{elf allow it. "Though he had attempted, by various modes 
and circumſtances, to win them over to his intereſt, though 
he was a man of the Jargeſt eſtate in the county, and of a 
family long diſtinguiſhed for hereditary rank and hereditary 
worth, for virtues and benevolence that had done honour tu 
human nature, and although he himſelf poſſeſſed talents, fatu- 
ation, and a name, capable of influence, yet ever ſince he 
(Mr. Fox) had come to man's eſtate, he had aever found that 
the honourable gentleman could repreſent the county. If 
petitions did not ſpeak the ſenſe of the people, he aſked, how 
was the ſenſe of the people to be obtained? Mr. Fox de- 
clared he ſaid ſo much from his perſonal connexion with the 
county: he had ſtill one obſervation to offer to the houſe ; it 
was upon what the honourable gentleman had ſaid concerning 
the marks of ſome people to that petition. He did nor know 
but there might, or there might not be fome marks; he 
ſuppoſed there were; but he wiſhed, if, from the great pro- 
greſs we have of late years made in ſcience and literature, 
from the invention of the art of printing, from the progreſs of 
education, and the general diſtribution of letters, that marks 
were to be rejected, let the houſe paſs an order to that pur- 
poſe, and let it at once be genera!ly underſtood. At preſeat, 
howeyer, a man's mark is acceptable 3 for why ſhould a man 
be proſcribed giving his opinion, becauſe he has not had an op- 
portunity to learn to write? Notwithſtanding what the honour- 
able gentleman had advanced upon this ſubject, he repeated that 
4 Waik to a Petition was Coniiftent with the rules of the 
houſe 


_ petition in the ſame hand-writing was nat. 


writing. 


numbers; he had however never underſtood before, that a ſtory 


deen ſent out of the country, whoſe name he obſerved in 4 
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houſe, which the ſignature of ſome of the names of the counter- 


Mr On/icw roſe to explain; but as he could not confine him- 
felf to the ſubject of explanation, the Speaker called him to 
er. 
Sir John Frederick explained, that the reſidences only, and 
not the names to the counter - petition, were in the ſame hand- 


Mr. Sheridan hoped that he ſhould not incur the cenſure of 
the honourable gentleman (Mr. Onſlow) for long ſpeaking, 
as he intended to be very ſhort, The honourable gentleman, 
however, had choſen a convenient opportynity for his rebuke; 
for it was not made at a time when he e any abſence of 
preparation. He had heard that petitions were better for their 
was better for being told a number of times over by a number of 
perſons, He ſuppoſed, if the honourable gentleman had not been 
called to order, that by turns they ſhould hie been entertained 
all night, by the gentlemen on the other fide, with the ſtory of 
the parſon and the petition z and, aſter all, it appeared that 
this idle and factitious ſtory was at beſt but a ſecond hand 
plunder from a newſpaper compilation. There was one cir- 
cumſtance, however, which the gentlemen upon the other 
fide ſeemed to dwell on moſt tenaciouſly ; that was, that if 
any perſons wiſhed to procure ſignatures to the petitions, 
they perſuaded the people that the petition was for the re- 
moval of miniſters; and there was no longer any ſcruple, 
for the people ſubſcribed immediately. Mr. Sheridan he ſaid, 
was glad to hear it. He was glad to ſee the returning ſenſe 
of the nation. With regard to what the honourab'e gen- 
tleman had ſaid concerning property, he ſeemed to have ſ mi ar 
ideas with Serjeant Kite, (in the Recruiting Officer), who 
exclaims, © A man's opinion is good for nothing, unleſs he's 
fix foot high,” according to which ſtandard, he was obliged 
to confels the honourable gentleman would have very {ii 
claim. The preſent petition, was certainly three times higher, 
in the ſtrength of its opinion, than the other, becauſe it con- 
rained three times the number of ſignatures, having 6000 to 
2000. An honourable gentleman oppoſite, had wiſhed for 
accurate defcriptions ; he ſuppoſed he had taken the hint frem 
a foreigner, who had he not figned the petition might have 


petition, which he begged the Clerk to read. 
The Clerk read “ Alexander Robert Dupont, Proprietaite 
et Fidele Sujet du Roi d' Angleterre.“ 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ptelented a petition from _ 
minſter 


/ 
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minſter, in ſupport of the Convention Bills; and Mr. Foley 
one from the ſame place againſt them. 

Mr. Fox preſented a petition againſt them from 6000 of the 
Inhabitants of Halifax, in Yorkſhire. He ſaid, that with regard 
to the propriety of its being preſented by one of the members of 
the county, as one of them diſagreed with the petitioners on the 
neceſſity and principle of the Bills, he was not ſure whether 
they meant it ſhould have been given to him; and he did 
propoſe to offer it to the other, if he had no objeCtion to 
preſent it, but he did not ſee the honourable gentleman till 
after he had riſen to preſent it. He added, on the authority 
of a letter from one of the moſt reſpectable inhabitants, Mr. 
Tohn Rhodes, that the meeting for this petition met with 
ſome obſtruction, inaſmuch, as the men who carried the Bills 
about to convene it, were apprehended by the conſtable,” and 
carried before a couple of magiſtrates, who threatened them 
with puniſhment if they did not deſiſt. hands 

Mr. Duncombe ſaid, he certainly could have had no ob- 
jection to preſent the petition to the houſe, provided the 
language was fair and reſpectful. He thanked the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, however, for his deference, but was 
latisfied that it was in good hands. With regard to the cit- 
cumſtances of apprehending the perſons who delivered the 
bills for calling the meeting, and threatening him with puniſh- 
ment if he did not defiſt. Mr. Duncombe declared he Knew 
nothi ut them, | 

Mr, FeV obſerved, that he had only received it an hour and 
a half before he came into the houſe, or he ſhould have ſent 
it to the honourable gentleman. * 

Mr. Fox preſented a petition ſrom the county of Suffolk 
againſt the Bills. . 

Sir John Rous obſerved, that againſt the petition which he 
had the honour of preſenting from that county, there was 
only one diſſenting voice; and he was warranted to ſay, that 
the preſent was unfairly obaained; nes by ſchoolboys and 
perſons of that deſcription. 

Mr. For preſented another petition from Rye, in Suſſex, 
to the ſame effect. 8 | | 

Sir Frederick L. Rogers preſented a petition from Ply- 
mouth and its vicinity, in favour of the Bills. 8 
Mr. Fox next preſented a petition againſt the Bills from the 
inhabitants of the county of Cambridge. | 

Mr. V. Egerton preſented a petition from 366 inhabi of 
the borough of Newcaftle-under-Line, in favour of the Bills. 
He ſaid, the petition preſented by an honourable gentleman 

Vox. II 1795. Y e (Mr. 
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| (Mr. Sheridan) on a former night from that town, had been 
ö unfairly obtained. Many reſpectable perſons were obliged to 
| decline mixing with the meeting that voted it, from their tur. 
bulent conduct; and many perſons who were not reſidents 
ſigned it. | 

Mr. Sheridan faid a few words in defence of the petition 
which he preſented. | | 
Mr. Dent preſented a petition from the freemen and eleQtors 
of Lancaſter againſt the bills. He expreſſed himſelt averſe to 
the prayer of the petition. . 

The Right Hom. T. Harley preſented a petition from Alderſ- 
gate ward in favour of the bills, ſigned by upwards of 2co 
inhabitants. The names of their abodes were annexed to the 
ſignatures. He proceeded to a juſtification of Mr. Alderman 
Anderſon, in not calling a requiſition for a meeting in com- 
pliance with the defires of certain diforderly perſons. It was 

| | further to be conſidered, that calling a meeting of the 1nha- 
| bitants, was not the buſinefs of the Alderman, but that of 
the Mayor, as ſuperior officer. 'The Alderman, he declared, 
was the laſt man who ought to be treated with diſreſpect in 
that ward, as he had fed many who were in want of bread, 
Mr. V. Smith, who preſented the former petition, bore 
teſtimony to the character of Mr. Alderman Anderſon ; he, 
however, gave it as his own clear opinion, that the Alder- 
man ought to have complied with the requeſt of thoſe who de- 
fired him to ſign a requiſition. He could not find that they 
behaved Acer, or with violence. The worthy Alder- 
man ought not to have waited for the Mayor. The petition, 
Mr. Smith ſaid, which he had preſented, was ſigned by 364 
perſons in twenty-four hours, which was nearly double the 
number of ſignatures to the preſent petition, although more 
than double the time for obtaining ſignatures had been taken, 

Alderman Le Meſurier ſaid, that the majority of the ward 
were of a different opinion from thoſe who wanted the requi- 
fition, and this was, he thought, ſufficient to juſtify the ma- 
giſtrate in refuſing. , Many of thoſe who behaved turbulent) 
and diſreſpectfully to the worthy Alderman, had been fed by 
him for five or 11x weeks in the worſt time of ſcarcity. 

Mr. Sheridan, in a very energetic manner, reprobated the 
idea that, - becauſe the poor in theſe hard times were —__ to 
have recourſe for ſubſiſtence to the bounties and ſuperfluities 

of the rich, they were to give up the free exerciſe of opinion. 
It was not Engliſh benevolence, nor was it at all honourable 
to gentlemen, to preſume that, becauſe the poor have taſt 

their bounty, they are to be ſlaves to their will! My 
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Mr. Erſkine reprobated, with great warmth, the illibe- 
ral reproach of the honourable alderman ; as if the neceſſities 
of the poor, brought on by this calamitous war, ſhould be 
made the inſtrument of ſubjecting them to the arbitrary will 
of the rich, He could not, without the higheſt indignation, 
hear it avowed, that thoſe were the views with which gen- 
lemen diſtributed their bounty, and that their charity muſt 
be the price of the deareſt intereſt and privileges of their coun- 
trymen. 

"Mr. Alderman Le Miſurier diſclaimed this interpretation of 
his language; and faid, that an Alderman could not ſafely open 
his mouth without being ſubject to the animadverſtons of the 
honourable gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Sheridan) who ſeemed b 
his conduct, to be the natural and determined ſatiriſt of al 
Aldermen, let them ſay what they would. | 

Mr. Sheridan was about to explain, but deſiſted on its be- 
ing obſerved, that he was not ſtrictly in order. 

Mr. Erſtine preſented a petition from Kylſyth, in Scotland, 
acaiaſt the bills, which was ordered to lie on the table. 


SEDITIOUS MEETING BILL, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the day 
for the third reading of the Seditious Meeting bill. 

General Smith wiſhed to be informed, whether it was in- 
tended that evening to proceed in the diſcuſſion of the Army 
Extraordinaries. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that it muſt depend 
on the length of the debate upon the preſent queſtion. 

General Smith then ſaid, he would oppoſe the third reading 
of this bill, which, after all its amendments and alterations, 
was by far the moſt fatal, in his opinion, that had ever been 
introduced inte that Houſe. Two years ago the miniſter, in 

Habeas Corpus Act, 
admoniſhed the Houſe to confider whether the danger would 
not be greater, under all the circumſtances, in ſubmitting to 
the evils with which they were threatened, than in ſuſpending 
for a while this otherwiſe ſalutary protection of the liberty of 
the ſubject. At that time, evidence was laid before the Houſe 
of the exiſtence of the danger, upon actual proofs of treaſon, 
recorded againſt the ſocieties then in queſtion, he had co- 
operated with government, and a majority of that Houſe, and 
voted in favour of the ſuſpenſion of the Haheas Corpus Act. 
At preſent, however, when the Houſe was called upon to 
adopt a meaſure much more violent and ſerious, no proof 
whatever was attempted to be given of the exiſtence of the 

Y 2 danger. 
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danger. To adopt the miniſter's admonition, he wiſhed to 
conſider whether we had any thing to gain in ſecurity, as an 
equivalent for the ſurrender we were making; ſuch was his 
view of the meaſure, that, he vowed to G04 he ſhould 
think an actual invaſion, if the enemy landed in this country, 
not half ſo great an evil as the paſſing of this bill, as it ap- 
peared in its firſt introduction; the enemy muſt ſhortly be re- 
pelled, but the operations of the bill would be permanently 
deſtructive. Referring to the debate on the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, he was proceeding to controvert ſome 
poſition in the Chancellor of the Exchequer's ſpeech upon 
that occaſion, which he read from a newſpaper, when 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſpoke to the queſtion of order, ob- 
ſerving, that it was contrary to the rules of that Houſe, that 
the * or ſpe-ches ſhould at all be printed ; and leaft of 
all could it be allowed that members ſhould refer- to ſuch re- 
ports, when it was not ſtiictly in order to allude to ſpeeches 
delivered in former debates. Should the honourable gentle. 
man pertinaciouſly perſiſt in purſuing this mode of debate, he 
hoped the interpoſition of the chair would not fail to call him 
to order. 

The Speaker ſaid, that he had liſtened ſor ſome time with 
great pain to the manner in which the zonourable general was 
proceeding, and wiſhed him to underſtand, that as it was not 
permitted that any accounts of the ſpeeches or diſcufſions of 
that Houſe ſhould be printed, any reference to ſuch publica- 
tions in debate were totally inadmiſſible. | 

General Smith reſumed. He wiſhed the honourable Secre- 
tary had uſed 2 milder word than pertinaciouſly,. He ſaid he 
had conſidered the bills through all their ſtages, and he was 
far from thinking them boons to the country. 'T here were no 


thanks on the occaſion due to miniſters : he foreſaw all that © 


was likely to reſult from them ; diſturbance to the happinels, 
peace, and tranquility of the nation, If people met, the 
were liable to be executed by military law, The Riot A 


| ſtated, that the magiſtrate ſhould be in the ſame field, or 25 
near as poſſible, and that there muſt be ſome overt act. Such 
words were not in the bill. ¶ He was anſwered from the affe 


ſite fede, that the words was in the bill.) The magiltiate 
might go into an adjoining field to read it, and not more than 


nineteen or twenty perſons know any thing of the matter, 
© till ſurprized by military execution. The Sunday bill was 
talked of, but that was a particular meaſure to prevent 2 pat- 

ticular evil. 
Sir J. Mordaunt roſe to ſtate to the Houſe, agreeably to the 


requell of ſeveral reſpectable perſons of Birmingham, à con. 
tradiction 


— Mc 
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tradition of what had been ſtated by an honourable gentleman, 
* Sheridan) on his preſenting a petition from that town. 

t was fate, that no advertiſement would be inſerted in any 
of the papers for a meeting: this was a wrong ſtatement ; ns 
application was made to that effect to any one printer or editor 
of a paper in Birmingham. It was allo ſtated, that violence 
was uſed to a perſon who circulated a hand- bill for the meet- 
ing; an aſſertion equally unfounded. 

Sir George Shuckburgh confirmed the truth of what was 
ſtated by the honourable baronet. 

Mr. Sheridan acknowledged that he had made ſuch a charge 
againſt the printers as had been ſtated by Sir John Mordaunt. 
Had he known that the ſubject would have been mentioned 
that day, he would have come prepared; he certainly had re- 
ceived information of the nature alluded to, from a perſon, 
who, he believed, would have no objection to the diſcloſure 
of his name. 

Mr, Hardinge ſaid, that he would make one preliminary 


comment upon what he had z heard from the honourable 
C. 


General, partly out of reſpect for him, and partly becauſe 
what he had ſaid was of material importance to a point, in the 
diſcuſſion of the Bill, which candour and fairneſs would re- 
concile between them, ſo as to make the General his convert 
upon his own principles. 

The honourable General told us, © that he co- operated with 
« government and a majority in the Houſe of Commons, 
upon the bill to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Ad, on actual 
« proofs of treaſon recorded againſt the ſocieties who had 
produced that meaſure,” 

But he would now aſk the General himſelf, or any man of 
honor, if he would put his hand upon his heart and ſay, that, 
in his judgment and conſcience, any one of their tenets, and 
of the conſpiracies then recorded againſt them, did not exift 
at this moment in equal if not accumulated force, The 
have themſelves aſſerted in print, and recently too, that ſtill 
their ends are the ſame.” 


Yet we are told by the honourable General, that, although t 


it was juſt and wiſe to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Act, it is 
1niquitous and fooliſh to paſs this other Bill, for want of ſimi- 
lar proofs, But the General muſt admit that, in compariſon 
to that reſtraint upon the liberty of the ſubject, we are now 
doing what is “ light as air.” And that our proofs are the 
ſame is evident, becauſe the ſocieties exiſt, and have not only 
never difclaimed, but, in explicit though general terms, 
athrmed their adherence to the original ſyſtem, which Par- 
liament has branded with a juſt character of treaſon, by 
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He then opened his argument in ſupport of the Bill, and 
begun it by aſſuring the Houſe, upon his honour, that he 
offered himſelf to their attention, rather to mark openly what 
he thought and felt upon the ſubject, without reſerve and 
fear, than with a hope to impreſs it upon the conviction of 
others. t 

After the effect produced on the public mind, by a learned 
friend of his (Mr. Grant) upon a former ſtage of the de- 
bate (in the moſt commanding powers of intellect that ever 
enlightened a political ſubject) he ſhould have been ſilent if 
he had not felt an impulſe to the vindication of his own ſenti- 
ments, in language at leaſt as explicit as words could frame, 
at the moſt awful criſis that ever the country knew. : 

It was the exigeney of the times, and a deſpair of meeting 
it with effect as the law then ſtood, or without ſuch a Bill, 
that made our ſafety and our freedom, as a people, demand 
imperiouſly this meaſure. 

That it was a new check upon the right of popular diſ- 
cuſſions, and even upon the right of petitioning (by its effect 
upon the continuance of the aſſembly held for that oſtenſible 
purpoſe) he would readily admit; not being a ſycophant in 
2 of the meaſure, but an honeſt, impartial and reaſoning 
riend. 

Having gone thus far in conceſſions, which it would be 
neither manly nor ingenuous to withhold, he would proudly 
devote himſelf to popular odium, if that muſt be the fate of 
his ardent wiſh for the paſſage of this Bill into a law. 

He conſidered it as a Bull of Allegiance, framed in the gene- 
rous and loyal ſpirit of that oath which he and thoſe around 
him took upon their admiſſion to the repreſentative character 
and functions; an oath which binds them “ to defend his 
% Majeſty againſt all traiterous conſpiracies or attempts,” and 


[Commons, 


promiſes our © diſcloſure of them to him.“ 


Before he touched upon the outrage which had endangered 
the King's life, he would remind the Houſe, and would in- 


form the people, who the King of this country is, or, as per- 
haps in Parliament he ſhould expreſs it, what he is.—He is 


no “ deſpot,”” as libellers have baſely called him, but the 
King of men who are free, intruſted with duties inſeparabie 
from the public intereſt, —amenable to controul, direct or 
collateral, in all branches of his executive or legiſlative power, 


ſubject even to cenſure thro his miniſters, and (which he would 


never diſſemble as long as he had political exiſtence himte!f) 
ſtript of all claim toallegiance if he ſhould cancel the bond by 


converting his will into the law, U 
pon 


\ * 
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Upon ſuch a king's perſon violence had been committed, 
which, endangering his life, the law (jealous of a depoſit and 
and palladium eſſential to liberty as well as government) has 
made high treaſon, and has puniſhed as if his death had been 
directly the object, and had even been accomplithed. 

This outrage had been treated in ſo many a way, and 
with ſo ingenuous an argument by an honourable gentleman 
over againſt him, (Mr. Grey) that he was in hopes no man 
living, who had even dreamt of our law and paid allegiance to 
our king would ever have difputed it. 

He (Mr. Grey) had ſaid, © that even if that-miſcreant 
had ated without concert and without intention, pointed in 
his thoughts at the king's life, he was yet guilty of © compaſſing 
and imagining the ceath*” ; becauſe he has committed an act of 
criminal outrage which eviJently endangered the life,” 

But if the right honourable gentleman who fits near him is 
correct, (Mr. Fox) it is no high treaſon”; though he admits, 
almoſt in the ſame breath, by the tenor of his argument that it 
is. He admits, that if a jury ſhould find this fact alone, their 
hnding would be a verdict of guilt, and the guilt would be 
that of high treaſon. In other words, he admits that ſuch a 
tact is in legal inference that crime; but he diſcriminates by 
an expedient which an underſtanding fo elevated would have 
diſdained in others. He puts the caſe, “that a jury having 
pronounced the fact, ſhould qualify it themſelves in a kind of 
ſpecial verdict, and ſay, © But we do not believe that he had 
the intention to kill,” This finding, it ſeems, would be an 
acquittal ; even to repeat this argument amongſt lawyers, 
legiſlators, or even hiſtorians at this time of day, would give 
it a death's blow. To every Judicial voice in the kingdom 
he would make a direct and confident appeal againſt a tenet 
lo miſchievoully and ſo ignorantly falſe. 

To reſume the outrage, it was an act of treaſon, but com- 
mitted by whom and when? By a ruffian, who was part oſ a mul- 
titude in open day, and who ated in concert with at leaſt many 
others, each of the party reviling and menacing the ſovereign. 

At the time of all others moſt ungratefully ſelected, when 


the king as the father of his people was in the act of preparing 


to animate the energies of the popular mind and will in their 
proudeſt form ; that of a ſhare in the legiſlative power. 

At a period very little prior to this, printed hand-bills had 
been circulated over the metropolis, prompting the very act of 
regicide, | 

It had been truly ſaid, “ that no perſonal conneCtion was 
* traced between the authors or publiſhers of theſe hand bills, 
* and thoſe who committed the outrage of attempting the 
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t meaſure which they recommended, —But was it better for 
the public, that, inſtead of a conſpiracy in two parts of the ſame 
concerted plan, we ſhould have two detached conſpiracies, 
and with no perſonal intercourſe uniting them, the firſt recom- 
mending, and the ſecond attempting the ſovereign's death ? Let 
it be two parts of the ſame conſpiracy ! or two diſtinct con- 
ſpiracies ! united however, as they muſt ever be, in coinci- 
dence of time and connection of principles. 

He would next go further back and recur to miſchief that 
preceded the hand- bills: call it here too the ſame or a third 
conſpiracy, and make your choice between thoſe alternatives 
what he meant ſo to deſcribe, had been ſtampt upon the re- 
cords of parliament, called high treaſon there, and called by 113 
true name. It was a conſpiracy that having acquired ne 
ſtrength every day had rooted itſelf, not in the good ſenſe of 
the popular mind, (“ God avert that calumny (he faid) from 
them and me!“) but in thoſe who hate the people as much 25 
the king; who have acted, and continue to act with ability, 
zeal, and concert for the attainment of an object which he 

could not better develope than by two words fatally well under- 
Rood—words imported from the wretched city of Paris with 
an Engliſh verſion, to the diſgrace of our national character; 
the words Revolutionary Government,” In thoſe words, 
and in the ſanguinary comment upon them which had ſtruck 
Horror into the world he gave to enlightened men a picture, 
which no eloquence of detail, if he could ever have commanded 
it, would make either more juſt in the portraits or more awful 
in the miſchief. But this, after all, is © a fanciful theory and 
«a viſion.” An honourable gentleman over againſt him, 
whoſe dexterity, as well as other talents, (and moſt of all his 
wit) he had ever admired (Mr. Sheridan} blew it into the air 
by two prthy little words “ prove it /” 

His anſwer to thoſe two words could not be fo very ſhort, 
but would, at leaſt, be ſhort enough to refute them in almoſt a8 
few words as any thing, like an argument, was able to ſelect. 

Firft, he wares f ſay, as a member of parliament, that upon 
the ſubject of a remedial and prudential Bill, he ſhould ever 
proteſt againſt the formality of proofs in a legal or juridical ſenſc 
of the term, as a mode of determining fact, injurious to legiſla- 


tive policy in meaſures which like this, if neceſſary at all, were Thi, 

1 tounded upon circumſtances too well known to demand proof, abry 
and whoſę exigency was of a kind that required all practicable imo, 
1 haſte, He would next affirm, that in every view of that ſolemn 95 
1 phraſe which could affect a Houſe of Parliament with a gene- rate 
{ | ral notice of the facts, they have been proved. High trealon meeti 
1 had been recorded agaiuſt a number of correſponding and af of ſec 
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ated ſocieties, by an act of the legiſlature. It is not even de- 
nied that ſuch have been the hand bills, and our own ſenſes 
have told us what elſe, we could not have believed that ſuch an 
outrage has, in fact, been committed upon the perſon of the 
king. 
But in the ſame two little words, infinite fallacy, was cover- 
ed. It was true (and this was the fugitive cry of the moment) 
that 12 prosf had been, or could be, adduced as the law now flood 
ſo as to puniſh the conſpirators, or avert the continuance of 
their projects. Upon the deſpait of that proof ſtood the Bill, 
and ſtood upon a rock, prove it?” © yes; I will prove it, 
„laid Mr. Hardinge) if you give to me this Bill. The exe- 
«cutive arm ſhall be my agent for the purpoſe of that proof. 
« It ſhall puniſh, or prevent, or ſhall take, upon itſelf the 
te miſchief,” 

His learned friend, whom he had already cited (Mr. Grant) 
had well ſaid, “What is your opinion of theſe doctrines, and 


« of theſe practices? we have told you urs.” To this appeal 


we had received prevaricating anſwers, and the right honoura- 
ble gentleman had gravely obſerved (like Scrub in the comedy) 
that ſome of them ſaid one thing and ſome another. He called upon 
them to give their ſentiments upon the miſchief; to admit or to 
deny it as a fact; and if it ſhould be admitted by themſelves, to 
co-operate in the diſcuſſion of the beſt remedial: policy that 
could meet or avert that miſchief. He called upon them in the 
name of the Commons and people of England, but feared 
that he ſhould call upon them in vain, We are told, “ the 
laws are able to correct and ſuppreſs the evil; If they are, 
I, (faid Mr. H.) am an enemy to this bill, and amended as it 
it is (in eſſential parts) I would oppoſe it as innovating at leaſt 
inform and in its poſſible abuſe, upon ſacred and ettabliſhed 
rights, In other words he undertook, (and there he laid 
upon himſelf the burden of proof) to demonſtrate the neceſſity, 
aitag from the importance of all exiſting checks, or of any 
but thoſe which the bill impoſed: What the inadequacy of 
law thus imputed was, he would mark to the conviction of 
tiole who heard him, in a very few words. | 

Fir/t, There is no legal power to compel notice of the 
meeting, and an open allegation of the oſtenſible purpoſe. 
This defect of the law enabled ſedition to convene itſelf 
abruptly, in purſuance of ſecret arrangemeat for that purpoſe 
àmongſt the confederates; h 

Secondly, In the next place as the law now ſtands, no magiſ- 
rate has the legal power of accels to the interior of the 
meeting, to the fountain head of the miſchief in the oracles 
of ſedition, He may now be excluded as an impertine nt 

Vol. II. 1795. 2. goſſip 
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goſſip, who obtruded hinitelf as a mere ſpy of the police, upon 
the liberty of popular diſcuſlions. 

Zrdly, The ina{k of the oftenſible purpoſe could baffle, az 
the law now flood, any general ſuſpicion or grounds of alarm, 
Such a maſk would no longer be of any avail. It would be 
torn off by the detected perverſion of the colourable object. 

4thly, "here is no legal power to diſperſe the meeting, if 
the language is infammatory, but without external outrage 
or tumult. 

It was to miſchiefs like theſe, that a remedy was claimed, 
and if the renedy adopted in this bill was not commenſurate 
or ſtraycd an inch too far, it was tyranny ; perhaps a worle 
miſchief in itſelf, _ 

He had liſtened attentively to arguments ariſing from two 

' ſources, both of them invidious, and yet both of them as 
manly as they were juſt againſt a pending law of reſtraint 
upon the liberty of the ſubject, He would ſtate them fairly, 
and watch the extent of them. 

Let a meeting be duly convened ; the magiſtrate with no 

« pretence for ſuſpicion, intrudes himſelf. This very intruſion 
is, of itſelf, a check upon freedom of debate. Let the 
e mecting be aflembled bona fide and ſingly, to diſcuſs the 
reform of Parliament, or ſomething of that nature. Let 
« the magiſtrate, paid by government, (as in Weſtminſter 
he is) act like a mercenary in the bad ſenſe of the term, 
« and in order to court the miniſter beſt, (as he may imagine) 
let him intercept, by his imperial veto, a popular ſtatement 
« of the miſchief. Let him attempt the arreſt of a debating 
& individual, Let an obſtruction to that legal injuſtice be 
% made by ſome around him; let the magiſtrate then diſ- 
<« perle the meeting, and announce the penalty of death for 
« difobedience to the mandate of diſperſion ; let him call 
© in the military to his aid if ſuch a meeting cannot be 
© diſperſed by the civil power alone. 

Is not this, he would aſk, invidious enough? and is not be 
in thus putting it, an adverſary againſt himſelf ? or at leak 
againſt the bill? He would, however, in general, protek 
againtt the calumay to which the magiſtrates who act in the 
metropolis had been expoſed, though he had ſtated an inſtance 
of groſs and ſcandalous abuſe in theory, and for the purpoſe 
of argument. 8 

He would add no diſingenuous colouring to ſoften the 
- miſchief, but yet would ſoften it by .a fact; which is, that 
againlt that abuſe there 1s a remedy at hand, in the controul 0 
other magiſtrates over thele delinquent juſtices of peace, * 
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the judges of the land, who have their offices for life, and in 
the additional controul of juries, who will avenge the inſulted 
genius of the people, and convict the offender ; whom the 
judges cannot ſpare. 

But now ia a balance of political evils take the other 
alternative and chuſg between them. | 

Jacobin clubs, diſſeminating through af7iliated ſecicties openly 
and without fear of check, every mad principle that can 
degrade the head, or pollute the heart! 

Let the good ſenſe of the legiſlature guarding the publick 
intereſt, make the option between theſe alternatives! 

Having gone, thus far, he ſhould very ſoon diſmiſs the 
licence of palitithl ſchools or lectures, and the right of infpect- 
ing them, which had been called in two other French words 
(put into Englith) damiciliary viſits. 

Of all the inexplicable events in the political ſcene, perhaps 
none had ever more aſtoniſhed him, than to find ſuch a want 
of memory on the other fide of the Houſe upon this topic. 

It was true that every man's houſe was his caſtle, but was 
it alſo his theatre? And fo as to exclude all interference of 
the executive power? Theſe were political theatres and made 
the vehicles of (edition. . 

Was there no other deſcription of theatres in England? 
And could the honourable gentleman over againſt him (Mr. 
Sheridan) give no account of them? Had he never heard of 
theatres for dramatic purpoſes? If he had—could he never 
have heard of an act which pailed in the 10th of the late 
King? And which diſables any theatre unlicenſed, or play 
even in a licenſed theatre, which has not the King's previous 
approbation through his Chamberlain, who is no magiſtrace, 
and from Whom there is no appcal ? | 

Is the cauſe of that reſtriction light in the analogy of it, as 

bearing upon this part of the Bill ? 
_ Sedition had found its way into that ſchool of playful but 
impreſive morality z upon this ground alone the reſtriction 
was built; not as here for a limited period, but for ever; not 
hable to any controul oyer the “ c ip/os,” but the 
— of ab%:ute, of perſonal, of individual diſcretion and 
will, 

The Act paſſed the Commons with uncommon haſte, and 
without one diviſion, "The whigs and the tories, the miniſter 
and the oppoſition ſupporting the meaſure. 

Upon the ſeveral days which the legal ſtages of the Bill 
had occupied, the Houle was not ill attended, upon many of 

| then 
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them diviſions took place; the miniſter was then vehemently 
oppoſed, and was beginning to loſe ground. 

In the Houſe of Lords it was oppoſed by the late Earl if 
Cheſterfield in a very elegant, ingenious, and popular fpecch 
which is in point—the expreſhons are beautiful, and the 
images full of grace; but a moe flimſy argument he had 
never ſeen. Lamenting for the honor of the talents over 
againſt him, that he detected in their topics evident plagiariſm 
from that work; every topic now uſed by them was antici- 
pated there, and the conceit of prophetic ſagacity was nat 
ſpared, © It was tyranny over opinion—it fettered political 
freedom and the energies of independent fpirit—it would be 
of no uſe—it was a dicatur that would neceffarily in the 
curſe of an imprimatur, and would in that ſhape fall with re- 
doubled weight. It was the firſt hint, and the liberty of 
writing would ſoon follow the liberty of ſpeech—the laws 
were adequate—the Bill was unduly and ſufpiciouſly hurried 
through the Houſe of Commons—a better way to correct 
popular diſaſfection was to deſerve popular eſteem, &c. &c.“ 

What has been the reſult? It has been innocent at leaft, 
and the miſchief at which it aimed, that of a ſeditious theatre, 
under this dramatic veil has been ſuppreft. If it was a 
tyranny in itſelf upon genius, wit, and freedom of thought, 
where has the honourable gentleman lived (Mr. Sheridan) 
that he could ſuffer its continuance? He that had an intereſt 
as the Congreve and I/ycherly of his time (with a daſh of the 
political reform'r) to make ſuch theatres free as air? And if 
theatres dramatic in their general office were checked upon 
account of an occaſional abuſe, by the permanent controul 
of a Chamberlain, what ſhall we ſay of a check only for 
a time upon Ar. ThelwalPs political theatre, and by a 
magiſtrate ſworn? Are ſuch theatres leſs prone to abuſe for 
purpoſes of {edition ? Is the licence here under a magiſtrate's 
view lefs convenient or leſs wanted at this time? A time, in 
which not occaſional but univerſal abuſe of general freedom 
has endangered the ſafety and the exiſtence of the realm! 
If there ever exiſted ſuch a thing as an argument 4 fortior!, 
it was in all branches of the parallel deciſive here, and he 
challenged the abilities in battle array againſt him to anſwer 
It. | : 

Mr. M. Montagu ſuid, ſince he had the honour of a ſeat in 
that Houſe, no ſubject had occurred which required fo calm 
and deliberate a diſcuſſion, and to which the circumſtances ct 
the times, the temper of individuals, and even accident itſelf, 


had ſo little contributed to allow of ſuch a diſpeſition. T9 
| narrow 
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narrow the ancient right of petitioning, by any encroachment 
on its free exerciſe in the utmoſt latitude, was to touch one of 
the main pillars of the conſtitution. It was a truth which 
could not be denied, nor was it attempted to be conteſted, 
It followed of courſe, that the only juſt ification for even the 
lighteſt interference mult be founded on animperious neceſſity, 
and that the right of that interference was only commenſurate 
to the urgency of the danger to be prevented. This princi- 
ple was not more true in the abſtract, than in wile practice 
and ſound diſcretion ; to adminiſter with juſtice and fidelity, 
the duty at preſent incumbent on Parliament, was the fue 
method to make its expedients effectual, and to give vigour 
to the law it was called upon to enact. Did there exiſt any 
neceſlity for the interference of Parliament upon the preſent 
occaſion ? Had it a right ariſing out of that neceſſity to circum- 
ſcribe the liberty of the people to meet for the purpoſe or unter 
the pretence of petitions to the different branches of the legit- 
lature? How far did that neceſſity, and the right derived from 
it, extend? Theſe were the firſt queſtions for honeſt and inde- 
pendent men to conſider and decide. 

The beſt criterion of the neceſſity aroſe from the conſidera- 
tion of the conſequences which might follow from abſtaining ta 
interfere, And here he begged leave to pauſe, and to leave it 
in ſome degree to the _—_ of gentlemen to ſupply this part 
of the argument, becauſe it was impoſſible for any lover of 
order, and of genuine liberty, to have f. iled to gain, from te- 
cent experience, if not before from hiſtory, obſervation and re- 
flection, a ſufficient fund of ideas to convince him, that ſome 
ſtrength was requiſite in the hands of the executive govern- 
ment to repreſs the deletereous ſpirit of ſome perſons in the 
kingdom, Strength was, indeed, requiſite; and fo were 
vigilance, determination, and activity. He was the leis wil- 
ling to enlarge on this ſubject, fince, while it required 
amplification, and would ſcarce adinit it, theſe topics had a 
tendency to encourage the daring attempts of ſeditious men, 
by the knowledge of the terror they had already excited. He 
therefore took it for granted, as he felt it in his conſcience 
to be certain, that the danger Was preſſing, the neceſſity 
imminent, and the right of courſe was proved and eſta- 
bliſhed. : 

But were not the laws in being ſufficient to empower. the 
executive government to repreſs theſe diſorders ? Upon that 
part of the argument the oppoſers of the Bill derived a great 
advantage, from an imputed remiſſneſs on the part of g-#ern- 
ment to employ all the weapons already placed in their hands 
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by the laws, and perhaps from an un{kilful uſe of thoſe which 
they had employed. Upon that head, he confeſſed himſelf to 
be of opinion, that blame might poſſibly attach to them, and he 
muſt leave the juſtification to thoſe whom it concerned. Still 
he believed that the exiſting laws required to be reinforced, 
and particularly to be declared and notified by ſome freſh Act, 
which ſhould draw the attention, inſtruct the ignorance, rouſe 
the activity, and warrant the exertions of the Peace Officers. 
The {ame arguments of the ſufficiency of the laws would 
have been urged with equal truth at the period that London 
was in flames in 1780, becauſe few-underſtood, many doubt- 
ed, and none dared act on the eſtabliſhed proviſions. Upon 
that ground he was for a new Act upon the ſubject, which he 
confeſſed he ſhould the more approve the nearer it approached 
to a Declaratory Act. Ihe riſe of new ſpecies of tumult 
required new proviſions; and it muſt at leaſt be faid, that we 
rendered the meaſure effectual, and that we did not ſtop ſhort 
of ſecurity againſt that ſtormy inundation which threatened 
our peace, our property, our civilization, and, not leſs than 
all theſe, our liberties. And this neceſſity of new proviſions 
was the more evident, from that ſkill which had been derived 
from a concerted ſyſtem, to make uſe of lawful means to 
unlawful ends, to pervert conſtitutional words to unconſtitu- 
tional meanings. and to preach revolt under the pretence of 
reſorm. Oh! Liberty, how many evils are inflicted in thy 
name! was the exclamation of onc* who had as little of a 
laviſh difpoſition as Brutus himſelf, or the greateſt idol of 
Pantheonized Jacobiniſm. No, | 


« Licenſe they mean when they cry Liberty, 
« For who means that, muſt firſt be wiſe and good.“ 


Such was the exclamation of Milton, who was no Tory, 
characteriſtic of the Jacobins of his time, but as juſtly to 
be applied to anarchiſts and king-killers of the preſent mo- 
ment, 

The preſent Bill, in its original form, inaſmuch as it gave 
to the magiſtrates a diſcretionary power of at leaſt a doubt- 
ful tendency, he conſidered as going beyond the limits of the 
right we derived from the neceſſity of the caſe. He there- 
fore ſhould, on no account, have thought himſelf at liberty 
to vote for it, eſpecially as the introduction of it, with all its 
attendant circumſtances, ſeemed to have excited that alarm 
in the minds of the lovers of order, and the belt ſupporters of 


# Madam Roland. 
government, 
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government, which would have probably rendered its execu- 
tion at leaſt weak and precarious, if not impoſſible. The 
alterations ſince made Had done away the objection ariſing 
from the diſcretionary power to a ſufficient degree to enable 
him, upon the whole, to vote for it, couſiſtent with the prin- 
ciples he had laid down; while the time aſſigned to the dura- 
tion of the act had qualified it as a meaſure, called for and 
juſtified only by the peculiar and eccentric circumitances of the 
times, 

But while he gave his aſſent to the Bill in the preſent ſhape, 
he could not help adding a remark on the circumſtances which 
had attended it. It had been more than once a matter of 
regret to him, as, upon the whole, a well wiſher to the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration, that, upon important political conjunc- 
tures, there had not been a ſufficient ſolicitude to explain 
thoroughly the principles of a new meaſure on its introduc- 
tion, or to Circulate that explanation through all quarters, ſo 
as to conciliate the minds of the well wiſhers of government, 
and beſt ſupporters of the conſtitution z and to evince the 
wiſdom ind neceſſity of the legiſlative regulations, or of the 
political determinations of the time. The Ruſſia buſineſs ap- 
peared to him to be a marked inſtance of this neglect. Per- 
haps, upon a retroſpect, the right honourable gentleman 
might have rea'on not to diſſent, as far as related to that ex- 
ample. The preſent inſtance appeared to him to be pregnant 
with an uſeful leſſon to the right honourable gentleman, and 
to future miniſters ; it might ſerve to teach, nay even to con- 
vince, that, in the introduction of new meaſures, eſpecially 
when they concerned conſtitutional principles, too much pre- 
caution could not be uſed to explain the nature, uſe, extent, 
principle, and conſequences of the innovation. Mankind 
muſt be ruled by their opinion. Opinion followed upon con- 
ſidence; confidence was generated by the belief of prudence 
and honeſty in thoſe who governed. Where the caſe was 
new, where it touched the near concerns of every one, the 
wiſdom'of the identical meaſure mult be explained, enforced, 
and proved; the wiſdom which conſiſted in the well concerted 
expedient for an uſeful and honeſt purpoſe. 

He begged it might not be objected to him, that he was 
holding forth a tame ſubmiſſion to popular clamour, or a de- 
gradation of the dignity of Parliament, to a fawning obſerv- 
ance of popular favour, $* No, (ſaid he,) let us have that 
ſtability in our councils, which ſuits with the long eſtabliſhed 
experience and accumulatec wiſdom of ſo many ages. But 
let us ſtudy to appear as well as to be (becauſc it is uſeful fo 
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to appear as well as to be) the faithful guardians of the rights 
and privileges of all elaſſes of the community, Let us be firm, 
but diſpaſhonate : 3 when we are ſevere, candid when we 
are miſrepreſented, and intrepid when we are attacked; 
Much is loſt in private life, as well as in public concerns, by 
miſunderſtanding. Half the diſputes of the world have no 
other foundation. Calm and clear explanation, a little indul- 
gence to haſty miſconſtructions, and the molt eager diſputants 
are friends in an inſtant, It is the fame in the affairs and 
conduct of nations. Let not any man conhide, that the good 
people of England may not be mifled, by even a miſtaken 
jealouſy, to commit all their precious treaſures (and no nation 
ever had greater) without rudder or compals, to the rude 
waves of popular commotion. Mankind are affected more 
by metaphytical, abſtract, and even diſtant grievances, than 


by immediate and perſonal danger, the wreck of property, 


and all the fatal conſequences of civil tumult, "The Ameri- 
cans fought for what they might ſuffer, not for what the 
had ſuffered. I know the preflure and multiplicity of the af 
fairs of this great, rich, commercial and powerful nation, 
which leave little leiſure to thoſe who manage its concerns; 
but at the ſame time I am certain, that more time is loſt, and 
more inconvenience is felt, by ſubſequent difficulties, than 
by previous arrangement, and a fuli preliminary expla- 
nation.“ | 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that the direct alluſions which had been 
made to him would prevent any ſurprize, at his anxiety to 
come forward, He was not forry, however, that he had 
given way to the honourable gentleman who had ſpoken laſt, 
as he had followed the fame train of argument w:th the learned 
gentleman who had preceded him, and as it would fave the 
Houfe the trouble of hearing ſeparate replies. It had been 
remarked, that, during the lute momentous time, the magiſ- 
trates had been extremely fupine, and not been active to exert 
their authority in ſuppreſſing the meetings, and reſiſting the 
principles, from which ſo much of the danger was thought to 
ariſe, If any evils, however, had ariſen from their neglect, 
he would aſk how the prefent Bill was ,calculated to ſecure 
their activity? Inſtead of prompting them to greater vigi- 
lance, it threw impediments in the way of their exertion- 
They were placed in an odious fituation, when they could 
not execute their truſt without incurring the deteſtation of 
their fellow ſubjects. Men of virtue and honour would avoid 
a ſtation which they could not fill with credit or reſpect, He 
had been accuſed, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, of . caſting reflections 
* upon 
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upon the magiſtrates in this country, although he had never 
uttered a ſentiment in general diſparagement of that claſs of 
men. He had limited his charge to the juſtices of Weſtmin- 
iter, who were appointed, paid, and controlled by the execu- 
tive government, | 

He nextcame to the obſervations of the learned gentleman, 
(Mr. Hardinge.) He certainly was bound to thank him for 
the perſonal civility which he had =: py and the hand- 
ſome compliments he had paid him: He was ftill more 
pleaſed, however, that the learned gentleman had placed the 
argument upon that footing, on which alone the ſubject ought 
to be conſidered, namely, what the neceſſity was that required 
the interference of the legiſlature; and whether the preſent 
meaſure, or any part of it, was adapted to meet the exigency 
of the caſe ſuch as it might be. In the applauſes which had 
been given to the ſpeech of a learned gentleman (Mr. Grant) 
on a former occaſion, he heartily agreed, as it was a perform» 
ance conſpicuous for the ingenuity of the reaſoning, and the 
appropriate character of its language, Without detracting 
from its merit, however, he could not but obſerve, that the 
main points involyed in the diſcuſſion had been omitted. He 
had neglected to eſtabliſh the exiſtence of the evil, and to 
demonſtrate the fitneſs of the remedy, All turned upon this 
point; the learned gentleman had objected to him, that he 
called for the proof of the diſorders to which the application 
was to be made, and had ſummed up all his argument in the 
two words, prove it. The learned gentleman ſeemed ſtudi- 
ous of brevity, and had diveſted theſe words of all the ob- 
ſervations with which they had been connected. He won- 
dered, at the ſame time, how the learned gentleman found 
fault with this imputed brevity, ſince he ſeemed diſpoſed to 
adopt the ſame mode of illuſtration. The learned gentleman 
had likewiſe thought proper to aſſume the taſk of ſtating the 
argument againſt his own fide. In this he had ſucceeded to 
admiration ;z in the courſe of his ſpeech, he ſeemed all along 
to argue againſt the part he really meant to eſpouſe. This, 
indeed, was not an uncommon caſe with the learned gentle- 
man, nor with the profeſſion to which he belonged, to ſpeak 
on both ſides the queſtion. How he had diſcharged the duty 
to his client he would not decide, but he would by no means 
_ the meetings complained of to put their brief into his 

ands, 

The learned gentleman had called upon his fide of the 

ouſe to ſay whether jacobin principles had increaſed of late, 
and then objected that the proof of it was demanded. To this 
Vol. II. 1795. Aa he 
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he would again ſay, prove it. It was not, however juridical 
proof, but prudential proof, that he looked for; that kind of 
proof that miniſters themſelves had thought neceſſary, and 
brought forward previous to the. paſting of the Act for the 
ſuſpenſion of the Habe s Corpus Act. That meaſure, how- 
ever, was not near ſo ſtrong as the preſent. It was, there- 
fore, not extraordinary that he required, on a greater occa- 
ſion, what they had voluntarily brought forward on a leſs, 
Was it wonderful that now he thould demand a ſimilar proof. 
| Formerly the Houſe had been deceived by the aſſertions of the 
miniſter, and he was on his guard againſt a freſh impoſture, 
None of the plots which had been announced in ſuch alarm- 
ing deſcriptions, the plots to ſeize the tower, and the various 
other conſpiracies, had exiſted, The verdict of impartial 
juries had decided that miniſters had ſtated to the houſe, what 
the event did not juſtify, Where was likewiſe the plot which 
had been fabricated at a very particular period, during the 
fitting of the grand jury, upon which various perſons. had 
been apprehended, and harſhly and unjuſtly confined for many 
months, without the ſhadow of proof or reality for the accu- 
ſation. Being thus three times deceived, does the learned 
gentleman truſt again to the aſſertions of adminiſtration? 
He was ready to delare, that he did not think the principles 
complained of were increafed ; and on which fide did the 
preſumption lie ? "There was a moſt important difficulty to be 
ſurmounted before the gentlemen on the other ſide could 
maintain their argument with,confiſtency, If they knew the 
increaſed and increaſing danger of ſeditious doctrines and aſ- 
ſemblies, why did the ipeech from the throne bear the lan- 
guage it contained? It miniſters were acquainted with the 
evils they now magnified and inſiſted upon, in what light was 
the declaration of the King, of the loyalty and good order of 
the country, to be confidered? or how were they entitled to 
argue on the ground they aſſumed at the opening of the ſeſſion 
of the advantage which in this reſpe& the war had produced* 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he believed theſe principles and this dan- 
ger to be diminiſhed. As a proof of it, he would appeal to 
a learned gentleman bg (the Attorney General.) When 
the Habeas Corpus Act i ſuſpended, numerous profecutions 
were going on, and the jails every where were filled with this 
ſpecies of criminals, Were any ſuch heard of now? It was 
ſaid that the different ſocieties {al profeſſed their former ob- 


jects, and held their former language. He would neverthelc1s 


affirm, that their profeflions and conduct had been material!y 
altered. 


Former!y 


9 
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Formerly they had ſaid, that it was needleſs to adopt the 
uſual mode of obtaining redreſs of grievance, that that Houſe 
was too corrupt to be honoured with petitions, and that re- 
formation was only to be effected by the perſevering exertions 
of the people. They had ſince found that ſuch pretenſions 
were little fitted to procure converts, and had retracted them 
in form. They had diſavowed their former claims, and their 
former language. U he bad ſucceſs with which their ſchemes 
had been attended, while they maintained theſe extravagant 
objects, was a proof of the general attachment of the country 
to the conſtitution, Whether they were ſincere in their late 
profeſſions it was impoſſible for any man to decide. The 
learned gentleman had ſaid, that they had a right to hear what 
were the ſentiments of the ſide of the Houſe on which, he, 
(Mr. Sheridan) fat, upon this ſubject. He aſſegted that they 
had acted jeſuiticelly, and had declined any explicit declaration. 
On the contrary, he would maintain that they had acted with 
uniform fairneſs and conſiſtency. He had never, for his own 
part, ſerupled to affirm, that there might be ſome pains taken 
to circulate ſedition through the country, for deſperate indivi- 
duals there were in every State. The practice for imitating 
the cant of the French, and all the mummery attending their 
proceedings, were certainly highly ridiculous ; what, how- 
ever, had been the conſequences of this? It had ſhewn that 
they were as ignorant of the temper and diſpoſitions of 
Engliſhmen, as miniſters were in the regulations which they 
meant to impoſe upon them. Might they not, in good 
earneſt, have relinquiſhed the extravagant, and tempered the 
wid ideas which they were in uſe to entertain? An honour- 
able gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Pitt) had been the ſtrenuous 
advocate of ſubſtantial reform, though he had not gone the 
lengths propoſed by the Duke of Richmond, He ai not be- 
lieve that any one conſidered him as a better man than when 
he maintained thoſe principles. The Duke of Richmond, he 
was informed, had been heard to ſay, that he was convinced 
of the folly of the plans of reform that he had proſecuted. 
Were thoſe gentlemen to monggolize the privilege of 
abandoning their profeſſions and ti principles? Ought not 
the fame candour to be extended to the ſocieties, and might 
not they be allowed to change their conduct? Even the ex- 
ample of France might have contributed to withdraw them 
from their attachment to the principles which had been intro- 
duced into that country with fo lit le ſucces. He believed, 


1 the whole, that the miſchief was beyond calculation 
8. . 
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A learned gentleman had confeſſed, that the preſent bills 
were {trong meaſures, yet no attempts had been mode to prove 
the evils worſe. If this could have been done, he was con- 
vinced that miniſters would not have allowed ſuch an oppor. 
tunity of ſanctioning their meaſures to eſcape. The preſent 
bill was ſtated to be a balance of evils. The learned gentle- 
man had inſiſted on the advantage that would ariſe from notice 
being given of meetings when they were held. Would any 
man for a moment contend that the meetings of the Corteſ- 
ponding and other ſocieties were clandeſtine ? They had often 
been charged with an oppoſite conduct, and the boldneſs of 
their proceedings had been urged as an aggravation of their 
guilt. He conſidered the firſt clauſe to amount to a prohibi- 
tion of all public diſcuſſion. The notice was to be given by 
ſeven perſons, reſident houſeholders, in the place where the 
meeting was required, in the newſpaper uſually circulated 
there. No meeting could take place of perſons not houſe- 
holders. Journeymen tradeſmen might have occaſion to 
aſſemble to complain of a grievance, or lodgers to take 
meaſures againſt the exorbitance of rents, without being 
expolcd to the ſeverity of the law. Would the editor of a 
country newſpaper, he deſired to aſk, always inſert the notice 
which was neceſſary to conſtitute a legal mceting ? He was to 
judge whether the perſons ſigning it were houſeholders, and 
whe:her he would be ſatisfied with their reſponſibility, He 
might ſay that he had not leiſure for theſe enquiries, and might 
refuſe to inſert it. Inſtances had already appeared how partial 
the conduct of ſuch men might be. Country newſpapers 
were greatly under the influence of the Crown. They might, 
even with the danger hanging over them by this bill, be 
Juſtified in their refuſal. The other alternative, of applying to 
the clerk of the peace, five days before the meeting was to be 
held, might likewile be fruſtrated ; and no legal means remain 
to conſtitute a meeting under the operation of the ſtatute. 
It was a mockery to give to the people the privilege of holding 
a meeting, and to affix to that privilege ſuch conditions as 
did not at all depend on their own will and choice. Why 
had not the old modes of giving notice been adopted, by 
means of the common cryer, or by an intimation at the 
church door. In fat no meeting could hereafter take 
place; all diſcuſſion would be annihilated, The learned gen- 
tieman conſidered it of trivial conſequence that, after the 
notice had been given, the meeting would ſuffer no inconve- | 
nience, Notwithſtanding the modification which had been 
attempted upon the bill, magiſtrates might ſtill come and - 

perle 


Dec. 4-) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 82 


perſe a meeting which they imagined had entered upon diſ- 
cuſſions which they might diſapprove. Any thing which, 
in their opinion, tended to create diſlike ; any deliberation 
on the ſubject of parliamentary reform, or of exiſting grie- 
vances, would inſtantly authoriſe him to interpoſe. Nor 
could any. reſponſibility attach to his conduct, where he acted 


in this manner. At any rate, where the magiſtrate conceived 


himſelf bound to put a ſtop to proceedings which involved 
topics of ſuch a nature, perhaps dangerous, in his opinion, 
he would be undoubtedly freed from all danger of puniſhment 
from the abuſe of his authority. He rejoiced that one petition 
(Mr. H. Tooke's) containing many important facts, was on 
the journals of the Houſe ; becauſe it would be impoſſible to 
diſcuſs many of the facts it contained after this bill was 
p:Med, For example, to ſay that feats in that Houſe were 
at the nomination of members of the other houſe, and were 
fold as common as ſtalls for cattle at Smithfield. Introducing 
the words wilful and adviſedly ſpeaking, could have no ettect 
in regulating the magiſtrate's diſcretion, though it might be 
of importance in the conſideration of a jury on an indictment. 
Even ſhould he get the length of debating a queſtion, muſt it 
be regarded as nothing to ſpeak under the watchful ear of an 
attending juſtice ? Where, it was ſaid, was the harm of the 
magiſtrate being thus authoriſed ? He was entitled to ſeize 


the perſon who was “ wilfully and adviſedly”” exciting the 


people to the diſlike of government. Be it remembered, how- 
cver, that as it was impoſſible for the magiſtrate to decide 
what words came under this deſcription, he could only exer- 
ciſe his own judgment; conſequently, however legally 
conſtituted a meeting might be, it Lal. upon the caprice 
and the character of the magiſtrate whether any deliberation 
was to take place, or any advantage to be obtained. Mr. 
dheridan compared the preſent bill to the Riot Act. Nobo y 
of character would accept the charge which this bill required 
to be performed. The loweſt magiſtrate, a petty conſtable, 
might put a ſtop to an aſſembly, as ſoon as any words were 
uttered which he conſidered to be obnoxious. He reprovbat-4 
the hard{hip of ſeizing a perſon in the arbitrary manner pre- 
ſeribed by the bill. 

The Riot Act had been intended for a different object from 
the preſent bill. The former was intended to enable the ma- 
giſtrate to act to prevent violence about to be committed, and 
where, by a tardineſs of the application, the remedy would 
have come too late. Nothing of this nature, however, was 
called for by the preſent cafe, nor could there be any parallel 
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between the circumſtances. © Reſiſtance to the magiſtrate was 
felony; and if twelve men peaceably remained, military execu- 
tion was to take place. The Riot Act was only to be en- 
forced when the perſons aſſembled acted riotouſly and tumul- 
tuouſly. It was alſo to be recollected, that even the Riot 
Act was introduced upon the eve of a rebellion, when the con- 
ſtitution was aſſailed; not by popular meetings and political 
debates, but by a great part of the inhabitants of the country, 
ſupported by men of the firſt fortune and influence. Compare 
that meaſure with the preſent, and how feeble mult it appear 
Yet Blackſtone queſtions whether its remaining part of the 
code, after the neceſſity which had occaſioned it had ceaſed, 
was not inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of the conſtitution. 
Suppoſe, however, which was no improbable caſe, that the 
perſons defirous to aſſemble could not procure the inſertion of 
tucit notice in a newſpaper, nor their intentions notified to 
the juſtices in ſufficient time, what was to be done, in ordcr 
to effect the purpoſe for which they meant to aſſemble ? Re- 
ſiſtance, ſhould they meet, would be uſeleſs. He would re- 
commend to them to exerciſe only paſlive reſiſtance, Should 


they, to the number of fifty and upwards, meet, and fend for 


a magiitrate, and remain above the number of twelve above 
one hour after being ordered to diſperſe, what courſe would 
the magiſtrate follow ? Would he inflict military execution, 
or commit to jail the ſuppoſed culprits ? If fo, would a jury 
find them guilty under the preſent bill? could they be puniſhed 
in thus throwing themſelves on the conſcience of their coun- 
try? Of what avail then was the law which could not be put 
in execution? He djſclaimed intending any thing perſonal to 
the magiſtrates for Weſtminſter, but could not, however, 
but ſay, he thought all the magittrates in the kingdom mult 
be aſſimilated to the Weſtminſter juſtices, in dependence on 
the Crown, and tutored in the new doctrine of lopping off the 
branches of the Lords and Commons, before they would be 
— to contribute their exertions to realize ſo Cary 4 
yſtem. 

The learned gentleman had argued moſt elaborately on the 
ſituation of the country if the bill was not paſſed, Tf you are 
to permit the exiſtence of theſe ſocieties, he exclaims, what 
are to be the conſequences ? He had then ſolved the queſtion, 
by recurting in the uſual high toned language to the example 
of France, The learned gentleman had ſaid, he had remarked, 
on a former occaſion, the difference of character between the 
Britih and French nations. He muſt ſtill maintain, Mr. 
Sheridan fail, that ſCarce any argument could be formed upon 

prem iſes 
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premiſes ſo diſſimilar. The operation of different govern- 
ments rouſed and ſublimated the characters of a people, ani- 
mated every energy of human nature, elevated and ennobied 
the temper, or extinguiſhed the great affection, and degraded 
and diſtorted the human heart and the human intellect. He 
would not then aſcribe the horrors which had attended certain 
parts of the French revolution to the influence of Jacobin 
clubs. He was above the obloquy or miſrepreſentation which 
this opinion might produce. It was not the Jacobin clubs 
of Paris that filled France with priſons, or deluged the coun- 
try with blood. It was the infamous club of Pilnitz, the aſ- 
ſociated ſociety of deſpots, that, in the unprovoked attack on 
the infant liberty of a people, awakened terror, diſtruſt and 
cruelty. The French trembled for their freedom, and they 
thought every mument that treachery was about to rob them 
of it. Nothing was ſo cowardly as fear and panic, nothing 
ſo humane as courage. When the French were under the in- 
fluence of this terror, cruelty and oppreſſion roſe. Lo what 
other cauſe than this could the charge he attributed? In the 
beginning of the revolution, a ſyſtem, mild and lenient to a 
degree, perhaps of extravagant refinement, was embraced, 
but was quickly ſuperſeded by the fears which external dan- 
ger and domeſtic diſtruſt inſpired. Terror was only to be 
ayed by ſpreading terror, and ſuſpicions by ſuſpicion. The 
example of France, therefore, was altogether inapplicable, 
either in the particular circumſtances or general, character of 
the people, to the deſigns of any party of this country. The 
cading cauſe of the ſuperior virtue, the ſuperior glory, and ſu- 
perior happineſs of this kingdom, was not the particular diſ- 
iribution of the parts of the conſtitution, but the poſſeſſion of a 
general freedom of ſentiment and of ſpeech. It was not by 
(o/itary efforts that the national character had been elevated fo 
Sb, all that was good and great had been effected by nu- 
merous meetings. Put the exiſting laws in execution againſt 
thoſ- who may rot have changed their,ſentiments, and recon- 
ciied themſelves to the conſtitution ; let not, however, the 
zreat principle on which the vigour of the whole ſy{tem de- 
pends be deſtroyed. _ 

The bill was ſaid to be improved, but it did not appear to 
bim in that light, and he hoped the learned gentleman would 
not be offended if he again pronounced thoſe obnoxious words 
prove it.” He ſaid that on his fide of the Houſe they had already 
aligned the reaſon why they did not attend the Committee on 
the bill, It was too incorrigible, too radicaily rotten, to be 
amended ; its deformity. was too hideous for the fight, its pol- 
-vt10n too grols for the touch. 

As 
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As to the outrage againſt his Majeſty, ſo much deplored, 
and the hand-bi!l inculcating the doctrine of king- killing, the 
only connection which could be of any uſe to be proved, was 
to fix it upon the Correſponding Society. But no ſuch con. 
nection had been attempted ; and it was much more probable 
that it iſſued from one of the government ſpies, - who on every 
occaſion diſplayed the utmoſt violence of ſentiment to delude 
the unwary, and to bring diſcredit upon the pretenſions of the 
whole body. The preſent alazming meaſures he believed 
were brought forward merely to ſcreen miniſters from the 
conſequences of miſconduct, from the odium 'of a war, the 
object of which-was the ſubject of deteſtation, and the conduct 
of contempt. This, as was ſaid at its commencement, was 
the war of kings, and not the intereſts of their ſubjects. In 
former conteſts there had generally. bzen ſome view of na- 
tional pride, ſome acquiſition of conqueſt, or ſome valuable 
poſleſſion, by which the people were reconciled to it. Ihe 
preſent had none of thete objects to ſanction it, but ſtood ex- 
poſed to the unmitigated deteſtation which the miſeries it had 
produced muſt excite. From this circumſtance miniſters 
thought the outrage offered to his Majeſty furniſhed a pre: 
tence for adding ſecurity to the perſon of the king, when they 
were fighting o firenucuſly the battles of royalty. "They 
wiſhed to ſh-}ter themſelves from the ſtorm which was im- 
pending, and to erect the royal ſceptre as a conductor, to 
catch the lightning of popular wrath, which threatened to 
deſtroy them; to draw it away from themſelves, and to pro- 
tect them from its dangers. 

One ſlight circumſtance he would not have thought de- 
ſerving of notice, had it not been involved with ſo many ob- 
ſervarions perſonal to himſelf. The learned gentleman had 
aiked, why he, who was fo agkious to reform abuſes, du 
not think of procuring an alteration of the law which required 
theitres to be licenſed, eſpecially as he had a perſona] iutereſt 
in the 2ſteration? With regard to the learned gentleman's ob- 
ſervations upon that act of Parliament, and the celebrated 
ſpeech of Lord Cheſterfield, he totally differed, He conſi- 
dered the fpcech as one of the moſt brilliant and power/ul 
compoſitions of that elegant nobleman, The act, however, 

was intended more to repreſs moral licentiouſneſs than to pre- 
vent political entertainments in the play-houſe, where there 
was not much danger of men becoming popular, He men- 
tioned the (loving inftagce in which he himſelf was con- 
cerned, to ſhew that the power which the Lord Chamberlain 
poſſeſſed, might, notwithſtanding what the learned denten 
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had ſaid, ſtill be abuſed. He once produced a piece called 
The Schaal for Scandal, in which he introduced the character 
of a jew who lived by ſupplying extravagant young men with 
money at exorbitant intereſt, and thereby bringing them tv 
ruin, The night before the piece was to be performed, he 
was much ſurprized to hear from the prompter that a licence 
was refuſed, It happened that at that time there was a conteſt 
in the city between two gen:lemen, Mr. Wilkes and Mr. 
Hopkins. In the warmth of conteſted election a ſtory went 
about, that the charaCtes of the jew was meant for Mr. Hop- 
kins, and the piece was repreſented as a factious and ſeditious 
oppoſition to a court- candidate. He, however, went to Lord 
Hertford, and explained the circumſtance of the ſcene to be 
a matter of general ſatire, and not of perſonal obloquy or ri- 
dicule ; Lord Hertford laughed at the affair, and gave the li- 


cence, ” 
The regulation, however, was merely confined to the the- 


atres of Covent Garden and Drury Lane; becauſe, by an 


eaſy fiction, the performeis were conſidered as his Majeſty's 
ſervants, and to act only ſuch pieces as ſhould be agrerable 
to him: the act extended to no other theatres in the king- 
dom, 

He concluded with ſolemnly declaring, that if this bill paſſed 
into a law, the doom of Britiſh liberty was pronounced, and 
that in all probability it would lead to ſuch ſcenes of miſery 
and horror, as no friend to the happineſs of his country 
could contemplate or outlive. | 

Mr. Powys ſaid, the only queſtion to be conſidered was, 
whether the bill was adequate to the exigency of the occa- 
tion ? The Houſe had already decided on the principle of the 
bill, It was, he obſerved, a diſtinguiſhing feature of the 
Britiſh conſtitution, that it was capable of relaxation or con- 
traction, as circumſtances required. The monſter to be con- 
tended with was ſuch as no age had produced, and ir the 
deſtruction of which no precedent could dictate rules of con- 
duct. It was a monſter which gentlemen might think they 
could muzzle, but if once allowed to taſt the blood of 
the conſtitution, it would devour its vitals. Thoſe political 
meetings, ſo much alluded to, were not, be thought, of ſo 
harmleſs a nature as had been repreſented, but deſerved the 
ſerious attention of the legiſlature. The evil againſt which 
this bill was intended to guard, was a monſter perfectly non- 
deſcript; it was an evil ſui generis. If once the principles of 
theſe ſocieties prevail, there was an end to all which our an- 
ceſtors had held dear and ſacred. What infatuation then had 

Vol. II. 1795. Bb gone 
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gone forth ! that, with the principles of theſe ſocieties before 


their eyes, people ſhould be ſo blinded as not to diſcern their 


intereſt in guarding againſt their machinations, With men 
of deſperate fortunes and turbulent fpirits it was thought, 
« Better ta reign in hell, than ſerve in heaven.” 


There might be men who wiſhed to make a ſhipwreck for. 


the fake of plunder; and of involving in one common con- 
fuſion the property and enjoyments of Engliſhmen. What, 
however, moſt ſurprized him was, that there ſhould be others 
found, of a different deſcription, who could lend their aſſiſt- 
ance in aid of fuch proceedings. If, amongſt the apologitis 
of ſuch meetings, there ſhould be men of extenſive talents, 
of amiable manners in private life, of an ingenuous mind, 
and commanding public eſteem, the danger would be in- 
finitely increaſed. He was atraid that the converſe of that 
ſentiment, that the people have nothing to do with the 
laws, but to obey them,” would be adopted, and that the 
people would be Ted to think that they had every thing to do 
with the laws but to obey them, He lamented that the induſtry 
of the working claſſes among the people had been checked 
through the progreſs of theſe ſocieties, and arreſted by an 
attention to matters of wild ſpeculation. He aſked, what 
was contained in that act of tyranny, as it had been termed, 
to encourage the exerciſe of “ Ihe holy duty of inſurrec- 
tion?” A paſſive reſiſtance to the law was all that was re- 
commended ! For his own part, he could fee no practical 
hardſhip impoſed on the people of this country by the mea- 
fare in agitation, He thought that the Bill was likely to be 


attended with much more benefit to the people than injury, 


though he owned that it certainly was an infringement of 
a great and valuable privilege, which ſhould not be attempted 
except only in urgent caſes, ſuch as the prefent emergency ? 
Some cry out, where will you ſtop? To which he would 
anſwer, where the evil ſtops, They were told, 

| If an eye offend thee, pluck it out.” 


He perceived a cancerous tumour in the body politic ſpread- 
we corruption through the whole maſs; if it was not cut 
oft, it would grow; they ſhould take care that no vital part 
ſhould be affected, the wound would then heal, and the conſtitu- 
tion recover its priſtine health, It was ſurely wiſer to ſubmit 
to a gentle operation than hazard a mortification. The queſ- 
tion was, whether the conſtitution would be better ſecured 
by the temporary reſtraints of this law, than it would be 
under the uncontrouled operations of thoſe who would over- 
turn all law and eſtabliſhed government in the land. FI 
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Mr. W. Smith ſaid, after the able diſcuſſion which had 
been entered into upon almoſt every part of the Bill in queſ- 
tion, he ſhould certainly take up no more time than neceſ- 
fary in ſtating in a few words his opinion upon one part of 
the meaſure only, He owned, from the attention he had 
been able to pay the Bill, he felt an apprehenſion that, un- 
leſs the effect of one clauſe could be done away, a very im- 
portant branch of liberal education would be cut off in every 
ſeminary, except our two Univerſities. If they referred to 
page 8 of the printed Bill, they would fee that hay houſe, 
in which lectures were given upon the laws, the conſtitution, 
or the policy of the government, upon the payment of money, 
was liable to the operation of this clauſe, 

He was told, that in the debate on the report from the 
committee, that was done away. | 

The alteration, Mr. Smith ſaid, made little difference to 
his argument, as gentlemen. would never contend that per- 
ſons ſhould not be inſtructed in the laws and the conſtitution 
of the country; the proviſion as it ſtood made no other 
change than this, it left it in the breaſt of certain magiſtrates 
to determine upon the fitneſs of ſuch ſtudies, This appeared 
to him to be a point of (ſerious importance, and required ex- 
planation. As much had been ſaid upon the petitions which 
had been preſented againſt the Bill, he begged to refer to one 
preſented May 6, 1793 ; and defired it might be read, after 
which, he declared, that from its importance, with reſpect to 
a reform in parliament, it well deſerved attention. That 
petition contained allegazions, that the houſe was by no means 
an adequate repreſentation, and that it was framed upon prin- 
ciples detrimental to the true iniereſt and happineſs of the 
people, and offered to bring forward proof of the truth of the 
allegations. Whether thele all-gations were true or falſe was 
nothing to the argument; but he deſired to aſk, ſuppofing 
the preſent Bill had then been in exiſtence, would not a 
hundred juſtices have been found to ſtep forward, and to tell 
thole who offered proof of theſe allegations, that they at- 
tempted to excite hatred and contempt for one branch of the 
legillature? He faid, if there was an individual (Mr. Powys) 
who, by his own merit and excrtions, had riſem to con- 
ſiderable influence, who for a long period had obſerved a 
certain conduct, and purſued certain objects, but whoſe 
meuta] opticks in the violence of a tantaſtic alarm, were fo 
deranged, that all objects were totally r- verſed, the friends 
whom he formerly had followed turned enemies, and thoſe 
he once conſidered * turned into friends, the meaſures 
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he once condemned at preſent ſupported, and the principles 
he once maintained at preſent reprobated; who infinuated 
the blackeſt charges againſt the perſons he once eſteemed, of 
which he knew them incapable, but which he enforced with 
an affected ſolemnity of manner, to conceal their real ab. 
ſurdity, ſuch individuals whom he had ſtigmatized, would 
agree with him, that it was beneath them to reply to ſuch 
nonſenſical imputations. 5 

Mr. Abbot ſaid, that having attended minutely to the pro- 
greſs of the Bill through the committee, he would defer al] 
other topics of conſideration to a future time, and confine 
his preſent remarks to two diſtinct heads of conſideration: 
Firſt, the principle for the Bill, and ſecond, the circumſtances 
under which it was brought forward. If both theſe en- 
quiries led to the ſame concluſion, it was time that they ſhould 
break off their work. There was but this plain conſiderftion 
in the framing any legal meaſure, reſtrictive and penal, 
whether the theoretical good outweighed the practical evil? 
and as the making ſuch laws was an indiſpenſible duty, it 
became the legiſlator to diſregard imaginary fears. To him 
the law appeared to be incantrovertible in its principles, and 
unobjeCticnable in its proviſions, If ſedition was apprehended, 
means ſhould be taken to prevent it; the facts on which ſuch 
apprehenſion was founded, were too obvious to be denied, 
and were proved not leſs by their own notoriety, than by the 
pains which had been taken to depreciate the danger, for 
who would labour to combat a ſhadow; if then a new law 
was found neceſlary, the proviſions of that law were next 
to be conſidered ;- and however numerous they might be, 
they were eaſily compreſhble within a ſmall compaſs ; namely, 
that all meetings, not authoriſed by law, and all lectures, 
ſhould be notified by writing; ſo that if miſchief was likely 
to enſue, it might be prevented by the interference of the 
magiſtrate. He could not conceive it to be an injury to the 
liberty of the ſubject, that men ſhould be obliged to ſpeak in 
open day; as men really holding direct and honeſt intentions 
would rather their actions were open to the judgment of in- 
diſcriminate and impartial obſervers, than confined to the 
opinion of a certain number of prejudiced partiſans, con- 
vened in a corner, The diſcretionary power veſted by the 
Bill in magiſtrates, had been much complained of; he wiſhed 
to hear from gentlemen, whether there exiſted in this country 
any magiſtrate without diſcretionary powers? The happinels 
of Engliſhmen was, that ample redreſs was provided by the 


law if thoſe powers weie abuſcd. The laws held — 
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of all degrees, from the Secretary of State down to the con- 
ſtable reſponſible for yilful abuſe, or exceſs of authority; 
which was no chimerical ſafeguard, 

Great ſtreſs, he obſerved, had been laid on the petitions, 
wich crowded upon the table of the houſe, ani were ſaid to 
prove that the ſentiments of the people of England were ad- 
verſe to tae Bill: it ſhould however be remembered, that, of 
eighty-two counties, eight only had petitioned ; and that 
of theſe eight, only two were againſt the Bill. That in the 
capital towns in the kingdom, they were known to be di- 
vided in opinion where they had delivered any, and ſeveral had 
given no opinion at all: and this during three weeks, when 
every art and artifice had been induſtriouſly uſed to procure 
them; ſo much for the aſſertion, that the univerſal ſenſe of 
the country was adverſe to the meaſure as determined by the 
number of the petitions. Their quality, he ſaid, was a con- 
ſideration of till greater importance; they bore the ſtrongeſt 
internal evidence of the miſrepreſentation which had obtained 
them, and the miſconception under which they had been 
drawn up. The Birmingham petition was, in effect, n 
addreſs for peace; and they all of them looked upon the 
preſent laws as adequate to the puniſhment of the exiſling 
evil; though not one man in a thouſand, who ſigned them, 
could form a judgment on ſuch a point. A great philo- 
ſopher ſaid, that the utmoſt perfection of work aroſe from 
the diviſion of labour. Yet in that moſt complicated ſcience, 
law, particularly political law, every man profeſſed to be an 
adept; and, without having fo much as ſeen a ſtatute book 
in their lives, profeſſed a thorough knowledge of the ſubject, 
as if they could obtain it by inſpiration. If they would on 
for information where it was to be met, they would find that 
the parliament of Henry the Fourth enacted rigorous laws 

to prevent miſchievous aſſemblies; fo did the parliaments of 

of Charles the Second, and George the Firſt, give the 
. magiſtrates that power to diſperſe dangerous aſſemblies, which 
was given by the preſent Bill. 

They ought, undoubtedly, Mr. Abbot ſaid, to attend to 
the reaſons ſtated in the petitions, to examine, to compare and 
weigh them; but reflecting upon the mode of their attainment, 
to uſe their own diſcretion as to the object they profeſſed to 
conſider ; and when they laid their hands upon the ark of the 
liberties of the people, they ſhould exerciſe their judgments 
agreeable to the dictates of their conſcience. 

The bill uequeſtionably had derived important amendments 
from the committee; and, had not one amendment been 
7 made 
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made, he ſhould have thought it his duty to have oppoſed it, 
If more were not made in that committee, let thoſe anſwer to 
the country who had deſerted their duty, by abſenting the n- 
ſelves, when the collective wiſdom of the whole Houſe was 
called upon to co-operate in rendering the bill effectual and 
adequate to its end, and at the fame time as little objectiona- 
ble as poſſible in the means it provided for its attainment, — 
One gentleman left them becauſe he thought the principle of 
the law tyrannically ſevere ; anther gentleman, upon whom 
the title of*the public {.rvant had been conferred, abandoned 
them becauſe he thougat the bill too bad to be amended. © He, 
however, had, from the fuineſs of his min, in his objection 
to the meaſure, ſtated one circumſtance of his diſlike, and an 
amendment had followed it, If that right honourable gentle- 
man had condeſcended to have attended, more amelioration 
might have been the reſult; if, therefore, the bill was leſs 
perfect than it ought to be, the country heve to attribute it 
to the conduct of thoſe gentlemen who had abandoned their 
duty upon the ſhallow ground of playing off a political 
mænouvte, or with a paltry view to embarraſs a rival in 
politics. | 
Some gentlemen had choſen to Cate it as a matter of doubt, 
whether if the Jaw paſſe ] it would be obeved ? That ought to 
be well looked after. In Parliament, the idea of refiſtance 
could never be ſtated but as a ſpeculative propofition ; when, 
however, it went torth into the world, the conſequences 
might be dangerous. A wiſe and virtuous legiſlator, who 
fat in the laſt Patliament of Scotland, had ſaid, that every 
8 ought to think reſiſtance lawſul in the ſubject, 
ut that the ſubjects ought not to think it lawſul in them to 
reſiſt, One gentleman had ſtated that theoretically, which 
he had formerly ſtated practically; a ſecond (Mr. Sheridan) 
had voluntarily brought forward this topic of reſiſtance; 2nd 
] rejoice, (ſaid Mr. Abbot,) that he has given us a comment, 
viz. ( paſſive obedience,” an expreſſion which correfponds 
with that of a diſtinguiſhed name in this country, Horne 
'Tooke : who treating upon the ſuhject of reſiſtance, had ſa id 
let your reſiſtance be that of the anvil to the hammer.” 
Another right hon. gentleman (Mr. Fox) of diſtinguiſhed 
talents and conliderable weight, had ſaid, that'if theſe Jaws 
were ratificd by the Royal ſceptre, and the pecple of England 
ſhould aſk him what they ſhould do? he would ſay, that it 
was no longer a matter of duty, but of prudence, whether to 
obey or to refilt, It was remarkable, within a few hours 
after that declaration had been made within thoſe walls, the 


London Correſponding Society printed a declaration in 
i ſimilar 
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£milar terms, which was all but laid on the table of the houſe, 
Mr. Abbot concluded with faying, that without doubt they 
were told this in a ſtyle not ambiguous, and, notwithſtanding 
the amendments which the bill had undergone, it was time 
to demand of the advocates for reſiſtance, Whether, when this 
bill was ſigned, the ſtandard of rebellion was to be unfurled ? 
Be that as it might, no conſideration ought to deter the houſe 
from perſevering in the conſcious diſcharge of its duty. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he had been called upon in a very polite and 
civil, but at the ſame time in a very unparliamentary manner, 
in that bouſe, to account for his conduct. The honourable 

entleman might have taken notice of the whole that he had 
fad on a former night. He would then have afforded him an 
opportunity of ne his words, if they had been miſcon- 
ceived ; upon all this he had no particular complaint to make; 
he ſhould only ſay, that the practice of attacking a member of 
parliament for what he had faid on former occafions, in that 
general manner, was wholly new in the courſe of parliamen= 
tary debates. That any indiv:dual member, (he made a dif- 
ference between ſuch a character and a member of his 
Majeſty's councils, * ſhould be called thus to account, was very 
extraordinary; and what the honourable gentleman, when he 
had taken more pains to become acquainted with the uſages 
of the houſe, whatever abilities he might dilplay in his ſpeech, 
and however politely he might conduct himſelf, would not 
he was perſuaded frequently practice. Indeed, there was 
hardly a part of the ſpeech of that hon. gentleman, which, 
in former times, would have been ſuffered to be delivered in 
that Houſe, He wiſh d to know whether it would be of 
advantage to the proceedings of that Houie, that the ſentiments 
of each individual, and every part of his parliamentary con- 
duct, were to be the ſubjedts of particular — 
unleſs part of that conduct was ſuch as called for the 
particular cognizance of the houſe ? He knew there was a 
ſpecies of artifice, of which he did not accuſe the honourable 
gentleman, to call on individuals, in advancing ftages of 
debates upon a bill, to explain what they had formerly ſaid, 
and this was done with a view of making it impotffivle to have 
a fair debate at laſt. This he had experienced more than once 
he hoped, however, that he poſſeſſed a temper that was not ta 
be diſcompoſed by ſuch an artifice, at the ſ:me time not ta 
be damped by any ſpecies of catechiſm. The honourable 
gentleman aſked him queſtions with regard, not only to ex-- 
preſſions which he had uſed on a former debate, but alſo with 
regard ti his former conduct; and he ſeeg. ed to think he had 
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a right to know why he did not attend the committee on the 
preſent bill? He thought he had told that honourable gen- 
tleman and the houſe already his reaſon tor his non-attendance, 
He would repeat it. It was becauſe the principle of the bill 
was ſo deteſtable, ſo ridiculouſly vicious, and fo dangerous 
to the conſtitution of the country, that he believed it to be 
impoſſible to amend it to any good purpoſe. He did not wiſh 
to gild a pill which contained poiſon in its eſſence. He 
wilhed to ſpeak plainly upon ſuch a ſubject ; and he ſcorned to 
defend himſelf by any ſpecies of garbled explanation. He 
believed that be was not {1ngular, nor were thoſe with whom 
he acted ſingular, in abſtaining from the committee upon the 

bill. | 
He would aſk gentlemen who were ſo willing to put queſ- 
tions to him upon this occaſion, nay, he would aſk thoſe who 
were the moſt willing to deſire it, but who did not chooſe to 
come forward themſelves with ſuch catechiſms, whether they 
had or had not, attended the Committee on\ the India Bil! 
which he formerly brought ferward in that Houle ? Whether 
they had attempted, in a Committee, to gain ſomething in that 
Bill for the Eaſt India Company? It woes well known they 
declined altogether to attend that Committee? Why? They 
ſtated, that they conceived the principle of the Bill (whether 
right or wrong, was another queſtion) to be ſo bad, that 
they would not endeavour to amend it in the Committee. 
Let him aſk the right honourable gentleman, and the majo- 
rity of that Houſe, who ſeemed to have forgotten the con- 
duct of the miniſter, and his adherents, upon that occaſion, 
whether they would not then have blamed him, if he had aſk- 
ed them whether they did not think that their country would 
regard them as acting with partiality ? whether their coun- 
try would think them honeſt by declining to attend that 
Committee? He knew the anſwer which would have been 
made to him then. He knew he ſhould have been told of the 
influence of the crown upon that occaſion. He knew as well 
the nature of that influence at the preſent moment. He knew 
how perions could be prevailed upon, by penſions, by douceurs, 
and by promiſes, and the refore he did not wonder that ſo many 
gentlemen ſhould take part with miniſters, and do all they 
could to pleaſe him, by accuſing him (Mr. Fox) of a neglect 
of his public duty. Such ſhifts, ſuch attempts, to attack 
nim in his conduct, were, however, no more favourable to 
their honour as gentlemen, than to their underſtandings as 
men. If he knew any thing of the examples of precedents 
in that Houſe, he was not ungrounded in his conduct 's ab- 
: . enting 
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ſenting himſelf from the Committee upon this Bill. The ho- 
nourable gentleman would find eaſily, as he was a man of 
reſearch, by the annals of parliament, that he was correct in 
what he was then ſtating. It would be found to have been 
formerly the common practice for gentlemen, - who diſap- 
proved of the principle of a Bill, never to attend to the de- 
tail of it in a Committee; nay, it had been preſcribed to them 
a5 a rule of the Houſe, never to attend the Committee of a 
Bill after they had oppoſed its principle; and abſolute orders 
had been made to enforce that rule. The rule, however, 
had not, of late, been rigidly obſerved ; nor did he himſelf 
'wiſh to obſerve it in every inſtance; there might, indeed, be 
caſes in Which he diſapproved of the principle of a Bill, 
and yet might be induced to attend the detail of it in a Com- 
mittee, But then it muſt be ſuch a Bill as would be ca- 
pable of being modified by amendment, ſo as poſſibly to pro- 
duce ſome good. Wich regard to the preſent meaſure, he was 
clearly of opinion, that no amendment whatever could make 
the Bill ſafe, wiſe, juſt, or in any ſenſe conſtitutional. 


With reſpet to the other 2 which the, honourable 


gentleman had ſtated againſt him, and on which he had been 
ſo much catechiſed, although he diſapproved of ſuch a mode 
of debate altogether, as a perſonality, it did him no injury, 
becauſe he never had expreſſed an opinion, in that Houſl-, or 
out of it, which, if he had reaſon to alter, he was not ready 
to retract; or to which, if he ſtill continued in the ſame 
opinion, he was not-willing to adhere, "The honourable gen- 
tleman had faid, that he had explained away at one time, 
what he had faid at another. He would aſk that gentleman, 
whether this were a fair charge, whether it was correct in 
point of fact, whether it was - candid in point of inference ? 
That honourable gentleman had ſtated certain words of his, 
but had omitted to accompany thoſe words. with the reaſon 
which followed them, The honourable gentleman had charg- 
ed him with ſtating a certain doctrine, to which he was till 
ready to adhere; the honourable gentleman, however, had 
omitted to accompany that doctrine with the application of ir. 
He would afk that honourable gentleman, was it in reality 
to the dodrine, or the application of it, that he objected ? He 
thought a juſt man, a candid man, or a wiſe man, would have 
endeavoured to underſtand the diſtinction between. a doctrine 
in itſelf dryly laid down, and the application of that doctrine. 
[his applied to what he had forme ly ſaid, when he had ſtated 
what it was that would juſtify refiſtance on the part of the po- 
ple of this country, He never ſaid any thing upon that topic, 
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which HE was not prepared to defend; and what he had aſ- 
ſerted from principle, he would ſcorn to explain away from 
caution. He was ready, therefore, to repeat the doc. 
trine he had ſtated to its full ex:ent, and he would repeat, that 
neither Lords nor Commons, nor King, no nor the whole 
legiſlature together, were to be conſidered as poſſeſſing the 
power to enſlave the people of this country; they might ſepa- 
rately or united do ſuch acts as might many reſiſtance from 
the people. Was this doctrine falſe? Was it neceſſary to 
urge any argument to ſupport-its truth? It was a doctrine 
which he had learnt from his early youth. He had learnt it 
from Locke, from Sidney, from the late Sir George Saville, 
from the late Earl of Chatham, and from almoſt every great 
and venerable authority that the annals of the country could 
boaſt. Had he any fear upon uttering this doctrine? Yes; 
one fear he confeſſed he had, and that was, leſt ſome perſons 
might imagine that he was too puſillanimous to maintain this 
dottrine without referring to authority, to ſupport it, and that 
he might be"tohſidered as a ſlave to authority. To avoid this, 
he would ſtate; at once, that, if there was no authority to 
ſupport it, he would maintain it by himſelf. He was not 
fingular, however, in that opinion; for he believed that every 
man, who really valued the principles of our conſtitution, en- 
tertained the ſame ſentiment ; and this had been eloquently 
expreſſed in a celebrated ſermon, by a Reverend Prelate, the 
preſent Biſhop of Landaff. 

Mr. Fox faid he hinifelf had no idea of that ſpecies of om- 
nipotence in the whole legiſlature of the country, as to ſup- 
| Poſe that it could not ſo conduct itſelf as to juſtify the reſiſt- 
ance of the people. It was more neceſſary than ever to main- 
tain this doctrine; ſince it had of late become the faſhion in 
that Houſe to refer to precedents in the flaviſh reign of the 
Stuarts. It ſeemed ſome gentlemen were extremely fond of 
reviving doctrines that were popular in thoſe abject times. 
Many men, of ſlender talents, had been encouraged by the 
countenance which that eloquent man, and great genius, Mr. 
Burke, had lately been ſuppoſed to give them. He lamented 

that talents ſo brilliant ſhould have been ſo employed; they 
had contributed, in a great degree, to render oCious principles 
palatable, He truſted, however, that the fpirit, the energy, 
the vigour of the Engliſh character, was not to be depreſſed; 
and that there would be always found in the country men 
bold enough to aflert, aye, and to maintain alſo, that King, 
Lords, and Commons, uniting to compoſe a legiſlature, 
might ſo conduct themſelves as to juſtify reſiſtance on the pr : 
( a | 0 


Dec. 3. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 195 


of the people. Did any man ſay, or would any man main- 
tain that they were ſo omnipotent, that nothing which they 
did could juſtify the reſiſtance of the people? He believed 
there was not one, amongſt the moſt baſe, contemptible, and 
ſervile, of mankind, who was vet prepared to ſtate, that the 
people could in no caſe be juſtified in reſiſtance, even to the 
whole legiſlature. 

He came next to the application of this doArine, which, 


for ſome ſtrange reaſon or other, thoſe gentlemen, who ac- 


cuſed him, had totally omitted in the courſe of the late de- 
bates. In referring to that, the Houſe would do him the juſ- 
tice to recollect, that, when he ſpoke of reſiſtance, he did 
not ſpeak of aclual reſiſtance, or the propriety of it at the 
preſent time; he only ſtated it as an argument, to ſhew that it 
might be juſt ; and he obſerved, that it ought to be confidered 
attentively by that Houle, when they were paſſing a Bill, 
which, if all its proviſions were enforced, after the declared 
ſenſe of the majority of the people was againſt it, might pro- 
voke that reſiſtance; he was ſure that the Houſe would alſa 
do him the juſtice to reflect, that he urged it as an advice to 
the governors, not an incitement to the governed. Let gen- 
tlemen, then, not miſtake his words, or the meaning of them, 
nor miſrepreſent them again, He was not, he ſaid, ſurprized 
at the miſrepreſentation that had taken place; ſince the ſame 
thing had happened with regard to the words of his honour- 
able friends upon the fame ſubject, and particularly thoſe of 


his honourable friend Mr. Sheridan, who had been accuſed. 


that night of having recommended paſſive reſiſtance. In that 
caſe, he muſt declare, his honourable friend had been very 
unfairly treated. He had not recommended reſiſtance, either 
paſſive or active; he had more than once or twice, in diſcuſ- 
fing the ſubject of reſiſtance, ſtated, that if there ſhould be 
any perſons determined to make reſiſtance, the mode he 
thould recommend them to adopt would be that of a paſſive 
nature. That, however, as well as other expreſſions, had 
been taken without the qualifications by which they were 
accompanied, which marked too plainly the fort of candour 
that was ſhewn to himſelf and his hon. friends. Lo deny 
this, he would aflign as a taſk to the advocates of the preſent 
Bill; a Bill which, it was evident, they themſelves did not 
yet underſtand in its full extent. He was net, at that mo- 
ment, nor had he ever been, a-very correct meaſurer of his 
words; but he thought he had ſtated, on a former night, that 
which could not be ealily miſunderſtood ; it was, in general 
terms, that, if the Bill paſſed into a law, the conduct of the 
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people might be regulated by a point of prudence. If it was 
paſſed againſt the general ſenſe of the country, and if the Bit 
was executed to the full extent of its then proviſions, that te- 
ſiſtance would not be a queſtion of moral duty, but of pru— 
dence, He was that night aſked a queſtion upon that, and 
he had made his anſwer in the fame words. If theſe were 
not his words, he was indeed much miſtaken; he was ſure 
he meant to utter them, and he believed he did. Honoura- 
ble gentlemen had however forgotten, or ſeemed to forget, 
that the ſubje& had before been amply debated, and that his 
honourable friends had diſtinctly ſtated for themſelves the ſame 
words. They had ſaid, that if the gentlemen on the other 
ſide admitted the doctrine to be true, that, in taking away the 
liberties of the people, and the conſtitution of the country, 
what he had ſtated as an opinion upon that ſubject was no- 
thing more than a neceſlary inference from that doctrine. 
What then conſtituted the difference between him and thoſe 
who denied that inference, but their difference of opinions 
upon the principles of the Bill? They who thought the Bill 
not innocent only, but ſalutary alſo, muſt act very differently 
from him, He had endeavoured, by argument, to prove that 
the Bill did not mereiy tend to deſtroy the outworks, or at- 
. tack the guards, of the conſtitution, but actually attacked the 
vital parts, and tended to deſtroy the corner ſtone and founda- 
tion of Britith liberty. He had not merely ſtated, but alſo 
argued that opinion, H had not convinced the Houle, he 
had not power to convince it; but as he had long ago con- 
vinced-himfelf, it was his duty to expreſs that conviction, 
He thought that his duty at all times, more eſpecially at the 
preſent time; as he ſaw, and was ſorry to ſee, a ſpirit of de- 
ipotiſm in miniſters encouraged by that Houſe, and which 
tended to deface and remove the very veſtige of liberty in the 
country. Then he would fay again, that if ſuch meaſures 
were perſiſted in againſt the decided voice of the majority of 
the people, the queſtion of reſiſtance muſt ultimately be, not 
a queſtion of moral duty, but of prudence, He would not 
fay of morality or of prudence only, but of juſtice alſo. In 
talking of Nelas, however, he muſt again obſcrve, he 
could not recommend it ; for prudence, in his opinion, dic- 
tated quietneſs to mankind under many ſevere oppreflions. 
There was a maxim from a celebrated S of antiquity, 
of which he was fonder at this time than when the ardour ot 
youth had greater influence on his paſſions. The more be 
thought, the more he was convinced of the philoſophy of that 
maxim, Inig uiſimam pacem nuſtifimo bello anteſero. That 
| 2 | appeared 
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. appeared to him to be one of the wiſeſt ſayings of that wiſe 
man, and it expreſſed his opinion upon the point of prudence 
in theſe caſes, He muſt allo ſay, if the people of this coun- 
try, who felt that they were called by Providence into a free 
ſtate, ſhould revolt at ſuch a meaſure as the preſent Bill, he 
ſhould not wonder at it. If they ſaw a conſpiracy againſt 
that liberty which made them happy, a conſpiracy, proved, 
as it was, by the Bill; for the Bill repealed the Bill of Rights, 
and reduced Engliſhmen to the character of ſlaves; he ſhould 
not wonder if they reſented it. If, therefore, regardleſs of 
the maxim which he had juſt quoted, the people of England 
{hould be fo unwiſe as to commit acts of reftiftance, mini- 
ſters might condemn them, parliament might condemn them, 
the law might condemn them, prudence might condemn them, 
but he believed no good man could ever accuſe them of moral 

uilt, | 
S The honourable gen:leman had been pleaſed to accuſe him 
roundly for ſentiments which he had uttered on a former night, 
and which he then repeated. He would aſk that honourable 
gentleman if he approved of the names of Sydney and Ruſſell? 
Were they dearyto that honouable gentleman? Dear to me 
they are, (ſaid Mr. Fox;) dear is their very name; dear to 
this country are the deſcendants of the illuſtrious Ruſſell, I 
ſee the ſpirit of that great man this day animating his deſcend- 
ant; I ſee a man of high rank, ſplendid talents, and patriotic 
virtue, emulating the virtue of his anceſtor: JI admire his 
principles, they adorn his character, and 1 hope will be re- 


warded with glory. I ſay he emulates the virtuous principles 


of his anceſtor, Perhaps, ſome people in this country wiſh 
he may ſhare his fate; I have no ſuch wiſh; but I have hopes, 
when | ſee the deſcendant of the illuſtrious Ruſlell poſſeſs the 
ſpirit, the patriotiſm, the fortitude, and perſeverance, of his 
anceſtor, that he will be rewaided in like manner by the at- 
ſections of an admiring people. Why do we admire the 
great characters of Ruſſell and Sydney? Was it becauſe they 
were unjuſtly condemned ? Certainly they were unjuſtly con- 
demned, for they were condemned illegally, on detective evi- 
cence, and againſt law. Although th-y were thus condemned, 
is there a man this day who has read their hiſtory, who does 
not believe they had in contemplation a reſiſtance to the prince 
then upon the throne? Why do we admire them then? The 
ſimple injuſtice of their execution could have reflected diſ- 
grace only upon their accuſers, and their judges, No; it was 
cauſe we know they had that reſiſtance in contemplation ; 
that they were determined to reſiſt pri: ciples which 1 
| vailed; 
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vailed; principles which were odious to the people of this 
country, much too nearly reſembling ſome modern doctrines 
among ourſelves: they found che Jaw inſufficient, and the 
endcavoured to bring about a revolution favourabie to the 
liberties and rights of Engliſhmen; and if this be the cauſe 
at preſent, the queſtion becomes ſtill nothing but a queſtion 
of the application of the ſame principle. Theſe are the rea- 
ſons why we admire the characters of theſe great men, and 
admired they will be while a fpark of liberty animates the bo- 
ſom of an Enghſhman.” "Theſe were his ſentiments; he 
would maintain them to the hour of his death. If others, 
who heard him, & not approve of them, let them uſe what 
arts they pleaſed to blacken him in the opinion of his coun- 
trymen; he would ſtill perſevere; he knew he had pronounced 
principles, independent of which his preſent Majelty never 
could have been placed upon the throne of theſe kingdoms. 
He wilhed it again to be under{tood, that he did not mean to 
ſhelter himſelf under the authority of names, he ſpoke them 
for himſelf ; but he could not here help referring to the vene- 
rable Earl of Chatham's ſpeech on the American war. That 
great ſtateſman had ſaid, & that he rejoiced the Americans bad 
reſiſte d. A noble ſentiment 3 and although he differed on 
other points from that-illuſtrious man, he would fay, that in 
that event he rejoiced alfo ; conſidering the point which was 
then at iſſue between America and this country, he had rather 
ghat America ſhould be independent of Great Britain, than 
that, by the meanneſs of her ſervitude, ſhe ſhould have in- 
tected this country by the baſeneſs of her own flavery, Upon 
that occaſion Lord Chatham had ſaid, in his own peculiarly 
emphatic ſtrain, “ rather than ſlavery ſhould be eſtabliſhed, 
let diſcord reign for ever ;?” and “ oid as he was, he wiſhed 
to ſee the queſtion tried between government and the people.“ 
The phraſe was, perhaps, a little harſh, but the principle was 
excellent. He was ſure he had heard ſimilar ſentiments from 
the late Sir George Saville. Aſter all, he would beg leave to 
fay, that, of all the attacks to which he knew he was ex- 
poſed, there was but one he feared; that of incurring the 
contempt of puſillanimity. He muſt therefore again ſay, that, 
from the courſe of his education, from the diſpoſition of his 
mind, and from the principles he had uniformly maintained in 
that Houſe, and out of it, he ſhould be a focl if be did not 
believe theſe principles to be true, and a coward if he did not 
profeſs them. | 

The honourable gentleman, in his attack upon him, had 


inſicuatec, that he had declined attending the committee, x 
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order to gain a triumph over his rivals. In what way did he 
mean ? What triumph did he tuppoſe was expected by him ? 
That the preſent meaſure ſhould go into the country without 
his ending a hand to improve it? He pleaded guilty to that 
accuſation ; as the meaſure could not be modified, ſo as to 
be tolerable to a people poſſeſſing any ſenſe of freedom, he 
really wiſhed it to appear before them in all its native uglineſs 
and original deformity. 55 a 

Mr. Fox next proceeded to take notice of the arguments 
of a learned gentleman, (Mr. Hardinge). That learned 
gentle man had ſtated, that the Bill was aot only intended to 
check the progteſs of certain meetings, in as much as they 
were {-ditious, but alſo to check argumentative and diſpaſ- 
ſionate reaſoning in ſuch ſocieties where government was at- 
tempted to be reviled; fo that, in point of fact, the Bill was 
intended to prevent all reaſonings, however diſpaſſionate, and 
however corte, on the inadequacy of the repreſentation of 
the people in that Houſe. If, for inſtance, he ſhould him- 
ſelf dwell on the abſurdity of the repreſentation for Old Sa- 
rum, without paſſion, and without violence, in any aſſem- 
bly, except in that Houſe, a magiſtrate was to have the power 
to take him up, and to diſſolve the niceting ; aud if, after a 
certain time, a number of perſons ſhould ſtay to hear him, 
the magiſtrate was empowered to employ the military to mur- 
der them. That muſt be the caſe, and the learned gentleman 
had put the ifſue upon fair grounds, How could it be other- 
wiſe? becauſe the whole muſt depend on the feeling of an 
individual magiſtrate. That would create end'efs ſtrife, even 
among magiſtrates themſelves. He had received a letter from 
a moſt reſpectable magiſtrate, who held that oſſice much te 
his honour, and the benefit of the place in which he reſided, 
in which he expreſſed his terror at theſe Bills. Heretofore, 
men of different political principles had held the offices of 
magiſtrates together, and, forgetting all private opinions on 
politics, had united in conſulting the intereſts of the poor, 
and in forming plans for their relief; whereas hereafter they 
would be forced to depart from their civil capacities to decide 
controverſies between Mr. Burke and Mr. Paine. In ſhort, 
it would be ſimply impoſſible for two men, differing in their 
political ſentiments, however honeſt, however expert, how- 
ever uſeful in their office they might be, to be in the ſame 
magiſtracy. They were directed by this bill to check the pro- 
grels of ſedition in popular meetings. How was it likely 
tney ſhould, for any length of time, agree upon the — 
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of interfering their authority, unleſs they were all of one 
opinion? | . | 

In the courſe of debates upon this ſubjed, it had been taken 
for granted, that the preamble of the Bill was a proof of the 
object of it. That was a curious way of taking a point for 
granted; it never could be taken as a thing that was true of 
courſe, and he did not believe it to be true in this inſtance. 
The preamble of the Bill talked of ſeditious meetings. A 
learned gentleman had ſaid, that as to the intention of theſe 
meetings, he had evaded the queſtion. That learned gentle- 
man had aſked what theſe ſotteties are? A pretty compre. 
henſive phraſe : Correſponding and other ſocieties. He had 
faid that, on a former occaſion, ſome of them meant one 
thing, and ſome another. The learned gentleman had (aid 
that was Scrub's anſwer. He really did not care whether it 
was Scrub's anſwer, or the anſwer of any other perſon, it 
appeared to him to be the only good anſwer which a man 
of common ſenſe could make: where there were a great 
number of men, there muſt be a variety of ſentiments, and 
upon that he muſt refer to the obſervations already made by 
his honourable friend, (Mr. Sheridan). The general prin- 
ciple of every fociety he took to be that which it profeſſed. 
He knew it might be ſaid, that the language which was held 
forth on behalf of «theſe ſocicties was moderated in conſe- 
quence of the courſe which parliament was then taking, 
He delired any gentleman to ſhew him the probability of a 
perſon holding forth, in a very large popular aſſembly, any 
doctrine that was not agreeable to the real feelings of the 
maſs of that ſociety? He would aſk any gentleman to give 
bim proof that the proceedings even at Copenhagen-houſe 
were in any degree ſeditious, and to ſhew him that the meet- 
ing there had any idea of recommending an attack upon his 
Majeſty? The petition preſented. to that houſe contained 
ſentiments of a different nature. He would aſk the Attorney 
General himſelf, it he knew of any proceedings at that place 
which called upon him to inſtitute a proſecution? What they 
bad done upon that ſubje& could not have been blamed in the 
bad reign of Charles I. whoſe ſhameful example they were 
at this time ſo fond of ſerviſely imitating, They had not 
gone beyond the limits which were then preſcribed to thoſe 
who wiſhed to petition the king. He did nat know that theſe 
proceedings oppoſed, in the lighteſt degree, the ſentiments 
of thoſe who cenſured Jefferies and impeached North. He 
did not know they had done any thing illegal ; and he cou! 


not preſume the progeedings were ſeditious, merely becauie 
t 


* 
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knew that to take it for granted, without evidence, was con- 
trary even to the principles laid down in the ſlaviſh reign of 
Charles II. and directly contrary to all the principles of our 
conſtitution, Gentlemen, when they talked of - ſeditious 
meetings, adopted general terms, “ theſe ſocieties,” by 
which they converted them as it were, into a ſpecies of body 
corporate of ſedition. Inſtead of conſidering them as a body 
corporate, he conſidered them juſt as he did every other 
large body of men, as conſiſting of ſome 90d and ſome bad 
perſons. The maſs of that body he conſidered to be good. 
Such he had conſidered, and had more than once ſtated to be 
the body of the ſociety of which Mr. Reeves was Preſident. 
He knew, indeed, that ſome of the publications of that gen- 
tleman, as alſo thoſe of Mr. Arthur Young, were directly 
hoſtile to the beſt principles of our conſtitution, and that they 
had been circulated with a miſchtevous avidity; he was, 
nevertheleſs, willing to allow that the maſs of that ſociety 
were what they profeſſed to be; namely, friends of the con- 
ſtitution of this country, as conſiſting of King, Lords, and 
Commons. Preciſely the ſame did he think of the London 
Correſponding Society, By the way, there fell into his 
hands very lately a pamphlet which contained much admi- 
rable reaſoning z it was ſtated in the form of a dialogue, ſup- 
poſed to have been ſupported by two oppoſite characters, the 
one a friend, the oof an enemy, to the London Correſ- 
ponding Societ The enemy fays, I hate the ſociety be- 
cauſe it has for its object the deſtruction of all monarchy, 
The friend fays, have you found any thing of that kind in 
their proceedings? No, ſays the other; they are too cunning 
to profeſs that. What, ſays the friend of the ſociety, were 
the 30,000'men all cunning? Mr. Fox faid, he fell in very 
much with this ſort of reaſoning, on behalf of the , ſociety, 
becauſe he believed it was very difficult to collect together at 
any time, or at any place, 30,000 cunning men. Q © pro- 
poling the queſtions the other night to the promoters of the 
Bal, as to their opinions upon the effect it was likely to have 
upon all ſocieties, . Mr. Fox declared he had not done fo, 
tor the purpoſe of endeavouring to amend the Bill, but 
merely to get, if he could, at the opinion ot its authors on the 
provable extent of it. With regard to what had been ſaid 
upon the general opinion of the public upon the meaſure, he 
was willing to allow to the promoters of the Bill all the ad- 
vantaze which they could derive from a full contemplation, of 
that ſubject. He believed it to be, in the true ſenſe of the 
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phraſe, as _ againſt the general ſenſe of the people of 
the country, and as entirely unpopular, as any meaſure that 
had ever been brought before parliament. That he was ſure 
would be evident to every unprejudiced man in the kingdom. 
Upon looking at the nature of the petitions which had been 
reſented, and ſtated to be in the nature of approbation of the 

ills, ſcarcely ane of which directly approved of them, but 
prayed generally for ſuch meaſures as the wiſdom of parlia. 
ment might adopt, and were founded chiefly on an idea on 
which there could ſcarcely be two opinions in the country, 
namely, that of 1 his Majeſty on his fortunate 
eſcape from the late daring outrage upon his perſon. 

With regard to the general topic, that the preſent were fit 
times for temporary reltriftions upon popular rights, his 
opinion was directly the reverſe. He thought that the people 
of the country were more enlightened at the preſent period 
than ever they had been, and that they could be more ſafely 
truſted with liberty than the inhabitants of any other part of 
the habitable globe; becauſe the better they underſtood the 
principles of liberty, the better uſe would they make of them, 
and conſequently the more and more might and ought they to 
be truſted with liberty. When gentlemen therefore aſked 
him what meaſure he would adopt to prevent confuſion, he 
would anſwer, “ meet the evil; reform thoſe who are adverſe 
to your conſtitution by reforming its abuſes: reform, I do not 
ſay upon what ſyſtem, that may be diſcuſſed hereafter, but 
reform the repreſentation of the people in this houſe, Keep 

our word with the publick; tell them they may ſafely truſt 
in your promiſe; proceed immediately to the abvlition of that 
infernal traffic the ſlave trade. Shew them the conſtitution of 
this country in its perfection. Shew them that the Houſe of 
Commons has really a feeling for the condition of the people. 
While you are ſo ready to check the exuberances of freedom, 
ſhew them the conſtitution of England in its true beauty; 
ſhew them it is favourable to the principles of liberty, and then 
your enemies will be ſo few that you indeed may deſpiſe them. 
heſe, then, are the points by which you will preſerve the 
conſtitution of this country, I know that liberty is the 
greateſt bleſſing that mankind can enjoy, and peace the next; 
dut, from the experience I have of the human character, and 
particularly of the people of England, this Bill will drive the 
people to this alternative: they will fee! that peace and liberty 
cannot be enjoyed if the proviſions of this Bill be enforce. 
If the proviſions of this Bill be ſtill obſtinately endeavoured to 
be carried into effect, the attempt will diſgrace our 7 
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ment. I know that ſome perſons are of opinion, that, if this 
Bill be not paſſed, government will be diſgraced; and I believe 
that ſome of the promoters of the Bill are of that opinion, 
and that therefore they wiſh to paſs this Bill; but that they da 
not intend to act upon it. I think that would be next to 
throwing out the Bill. Let gentlemen catechiſe me; let them 
ſpread papers throughout the country, ſtating me as an enemy 
to my country; let them blacken me as much as they pleaſe ; 
let them even be ſucceſsful, if they can, in their endeavours to 
make me odious to my countrymen ; {till I will perſiſt in 
doing my duty to the publick, and never relinquiſh it but with 
my life. I am not vain enough to ſuppoſe, than any efforts 
of mine have contributed much to the ſpirit and the energy 
which has been manifeſted in this country, I ſhould be proud 
to think they had; I ſhould be glad to learn that any efforts of 
mine had contributed to awaken my countrymen to a ſenſe of 
the value of their own freedom, great orator, whoſe defect 
has frequently been ſlated to be vanity, has ſaid, Mobile 
jusjurandum juravi, ne quid amitterem ut Republica denique 
ſalva fit. That is far from being my opinion of myſelf : but 
I am ambitious to preſerve the liberties of my country, I 
have therefore oppoſed theſe Bills; and, I truſt, the ſpirit of 
the country will reſent them, eſpecially as they are avowedly 


only — of what was originally intended by miniſters, who 
rou 


have brought on the diſtreſſes of this country, by proſecuting 
an unjuſt warz and n their artifices, I hope we 
have ſpirit enough among us to preſerve the principles of our 
conſtitution. As far as a ſingle individual could exert himſelt 
upon that occaſion, I am proud of the part which I have con- 
tributed ; and nothing gives me more pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
than to feel that a vaſt majority of the people of England 
agree with me in this daring attack on our conſtitution, - 
Mr. Hardinge roſe to explain; he ſaid that a ſenſe of honor 
to the public, as well as to his own character, made it neceſ- 
ſary for him to reſcue his words form the perverſion of them by 
the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and who had 
accuſed him of a defign to murder the people, if they were to 
inſinuate, by way of argument, a defect in the exiſting Houſe 
of Commons, | 
He would re-afſert what he had faid, and would appeal to 
every man of honor, if it was any thing like what the _ 
honourable gentleman had invented, for the purpoſe of de- 
nouncing him as a victim of popular fury, and as a friend, 
though he had paid kim the compliment of telling him that he 
had put tne argument upon A manly footing, e gelred no 
D'd 2 ſuch 
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ſuch compliment ſo accompanied, and he repelled, with indig- 
nation, ſuch torture of his words, 

He had ſaid, that if inflammatory and ſeditious language 

were to be delivered in cold blood, and without external vio- 
lence or tumult, the' magiſtrate would interfere under this 
act, and if obſtructed in the arreſt, would have the right of 
diſperſing by force, if no other means could be found. This 
in conſtruing the act was good Jaw and policy too. He would 
aſſert it again and again. A word more for explanation alone: 
The right honourable gentleman had complained of him 
for ſtating, that he (Mr. Fox) had not been explicit in ad- 
mitting or diſputing the object of the ſocieties, though he had 
expreſly and recently given his opinion of them; but here 
again he had been miſrepreſented ; what he had ſaid, was that 
Mr. Fox had never told us what he thought of thoſe conſpira- 
cies which parliament had called high treaſon; upon the evi- 
dence of records, written by the con{pirators themſelves, and 
as the teſt of their political ſaith againſt that want of explicit 
and fair dealing in Mr. Fox and his friends. He again pro- 
teſted, for they had, that very night, left the point as dark as 
ever; though Mr. Hardinge had challenged them to come 
into the field upon it, efpecially as thoſe were the very ob- 
jects which the ſocieties not only had never diſclaimed, but 
had again avowed, by declaring in general terms, that ftill 
their ends were the ſame. 
Mr. Fox explained, by inſiſting, that the general impreſſion 
on his mind was, that on any ſerious or argumentative ſpeech 
delivered at public meetings, the magiſtrate was fully empow- 
ered to obſtruct the proceedings; and that the honourable 
member argued thence, that on refuſing to obey his command, 
tor diſſolving the meeting, the magittrate had a right, if he 
pleaſed to diſperfe them by force. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas aſſured the Houſe, that it was not his 
intention to detain them by enlarging on all the various topics 
which the right honourable gentleman had advanced in the 
courſe of his ſpeech. The very able manner in which ſeve- 
ral, who preceeded him, had treated the ſubject that evening, 
rendered a particular diſquiſition on his part unneceſſary: to 
no one however had he been more indebted than to the ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Abbot) on the ſame bench with 
him, who had delivered an excellent ſpeech, fraught with much 
good ſenſe and information. The right honourable gentleman, 

in the plenitude of his panegyric, could not help confeſſing 
kis irritation at fome interrovatories which had been made by 


* [ 
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the honourable member. In a ſtrain of vehement declamation, 
the right honourable gentleman had expreſſed his wrach at the 
boldneſs of the learned gentlemen in having dared to catechiſe 
him on his parliamentary conduct. With all deference, how- 
ever, he would venture to give it as his opinion, that the learn- 
ed gentleman had not exceeded the limits of diſcretion. 

In political animadverſions, the candour of adverſe parties 
was commendable, when fully convinced; in the preſent diſ- 
cuſſion, the rules of candour had, however, been rigidly adher- 
ed to on one ſide, while they were violated on that of the other. 
The right honourable gentlemen had wiſhed to eſtabliſh an un- 
fair tiflin&tion between his friends and his majeſty's miniſters 
and' in the perplexing art of catechiſing or challenging a man's 
conduct, he was eager to involve the latter in difficulties to 
which he, thought the former were by no means entitled, 
This was certainly a mode of reaſoning which no man actuated 
by the impulſe of plain dealing, would ſanction. Why the right 
honourable gentleman and his illuſtrious friends were to be ex- 
empted from the ſort of political catechiſm which the right ho- 
nourable gentleman thought better adapted to his majeſty's 
miniſters, he would not preſume to determine. As public men 
they were all liable to animadveriton ; if there could be a dit- 
ference, he thought that the one party was, from official ſitua- 
tion, in a more delicate ſituation than their opponents, conſe- 
quently a greater latitude ought to be allowed for their con- 
duct. Between the learned gentleman and himſelf, there was, 
however, ſome difference of opinion. The learned gentleman 
had regretted and cenſured the abſence of the right honourable 
gentleman and his friends when the bills were in the committee, 
becauſe he concluded that ſome emendations might have been 
propoſed by them, which would have rendered the Bills more 
acceptable to the country at large. Inſtead, however, of con- 
cemning the oppoſition for their abſence, he, for his part, be- 
lieved that they deſerved commendation. The learned gen- 
tleman had expreſſed other and different ſentiments; but he 
aſſured him, and the Houſe, that neither he or his colleagues 
in office felt any cauſe of regret on the occaſton ; and that the 
abſence of the right honourable gentleman oppoſite, at the 
particular ſtate of the Bill alluded to, was the only lau lable 
part of his conduct. So far, thereſore, was he from complaining 
on that account, that he was glad of that opportunity of ex- 
preſſing his praiſe ; and he pledged himſelf, that whenever op- 
polition adopted a ſimiiar conduct, and thus expedited the na- 
tional buſineſs, he would always, with chearfulneſs and 

promptitude, 
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promptitude, beſtow on them that degree of panegyric to 
which they were ſo juſtly entitled. 

Another topic had been introduced which he believed, had 
contributed in no ſmall degree to excite that irritation which 
the right honourable gentleman had confeſſed, and which if he 
had not confeſſed it, it was evident he laboured under; he 
meant the doctrine of reſiſtance, which the right honoura- 
ble gentleman had advanced on a former night. Upon 
that point, his laying a word might be ame? "ox, as he was 
abſent all the time; but if he might truſt the report he had ſeen 
of the words, a report given by the avowed and active friends of 
the right honourable gentleman, it was not extraordinary, that 
the ſentiment had excited the ſurprize of the Houſe, and he be- 
lieved, he might ſafely add the indignation of the country. It 
the right honourable gentleman had endeavoured to juſtify his 
exprethons by a reference to the period of the revolution, it 
would be found that the doctrine of reſiſtance, as then applied, 
militated againſt his argument, Our anceſtors adopted it not 
particularly in oppoſition to the government for the time being, 
but in oppoſition to the king himſelf, whoſe actions had ren- 
dered him obnoxious to his-people, and ſtimulated them to the 
reſiſtance of his power. The preſent caſe was not, there- 
fore, applicable to the revolution, becauſe the cauſes and ef- 
ſects were totally diſſimilar. Even if the analogy had been 
well founded, he begged gentlemen ſeriouſly do reflect on the 
dangerous tendency of propagating ſuch doctrines at this par- 
iodine criſis. The minds of men were ſufficiently inflamed 
without the aid of ſuch miſchievous doctrines, doctrines the 
more miſchievous, as they were broached by perſons of conſi- 
derable weight in the country, and broached in parliament, 
which nocellarily added to their influence, and effect. If thoſe 
who eſpouſed the doctrine of reſiſtance to the government, at- 
tempted to vindicate themſelves by a reference to the conduct 
of thoſe who had been immortalized on account of their oppo- 
fition to flavery at the time of the revolution, it would alſo be 
found, that the analogy, inthis inſtance, bore no ſort of reſem- 
blance. The illuſtrious patriots alluded to had never, like tae 
patriots of more modern days, inſtigated a revolt againſt the 
legiſlature, For the fake of argument, a caſe had been {tated 
by the right honourable gentleman, which was, in ſome degree, 
fallacious, at any rate it was an extreme caſe, The right ho- 
nourable gentleman had aſked, whether if king, lords, and com- 
mons, were combined againſt the liberties of the people, 
it would not juſtify reſiſtance? There could be no difficulty 


in anſwering that queſtion. Upon the true ſtatement of it, it 
reſolved, 
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reſolved itſelf, Were ſuch a combination to take place, there 
was at once an end to the government as well as to the con- 
ſtitucion. If reſiſtance at ſuch a criſis were adopted, the peo- 
ple would appear on the one fide, and the king, lords, and 
commons, on the other ; that would certainly be a coſtitutio- 
nal act of reſiſtance ; and an act of reſiſtance not to be queſ- 
tioned, provided the three branches of the legiſlature had fo far 
violated the confidence repoſed in them as to render the reſiſt - 
ance of the people abſolutely neceſſary. Grounding an argu- 


ment on a caſe which could hardly exiſt, was, however, ſo 


ſelf evident an ablurdity that he would not waſte words in 
affecting todeign it an anſwer. , He would only put it to the 


good ſenſe of the right honourable gentlemen, whether he 


really thought it conſiſtent with policy or even humanity: to 
hold ſuch language to the people ? | 

An attempt to propagate doctrines ſubverſive of the conſtitu- 
tion mult, at all times, demand his utmoſt indignation. When 
he ſeriouſly reflected on the bold avowal of ſuch ſentiments, he 
thought it} the duty of every one to check their farther pro- 
zreſs : and he ſubmitted it for the conſideration of gentlemen, 
whether the recommendation of ſuch doctrines Was or was 
not a proper parliamentary language, or a language fit to be 
held within thoſe walls. The doctrine of reſiſtance was too 
ealily infuſed into the minds of the people without doors, and 
therefore gentlemen ought to act cautiouſly before they at- 
tempted to propagate ſuch principles. When that day 
arrived, he entertained no doubt but- all would readily and 
conſcientiouſly diſcharge their duty; till ſuch an awful criſis 
did, however, take place, he hoped gentlemen would deſiſt 
from the public diſcuſſion of a ſubject not only of the utmoſt 
delicacy, but of ſome conſiderable degree of danger. 7 

The right honourable gentleman, he obſerved, had endea- 
voured to give ſome ſpecies of reſinement to his expreſſions, 
when he talked of reſiſtance being a point of prudence rather 
than of morality. The right honourable gentleman was not, he 
believed, appriſed of the evil conſequences to which ſuch ſen- 
timents might tend, more eſpecially when they were invigo- 
rated by his poiſoned arrows, induſtriouſly ſhot through tte 
country, Every ignorant man would conceive, he had a 
right to reſiſt every thing that did not accord with his feelings 
and the reſult might be ſhocking tohumanity. Such language 
would tend to bring all government into diſgrace, · or at leaſt 
to render it precarious, He was aware that the freedom of 
ſpeech in that Houſe gave every man a right of ſaying almoſt 
what he pleaſed, but every good and wiſe man would _— 


— 
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the effect of his councils before he ſcattered them among the 
ople. 

The right honourable gentleman did not recolleR, that, 
for the ſake of popularity, he was addreſſing that claſs o 
people who could neither form nor underſtand a particular 
ſyſtem; and that when he thus ſeduced the people through 
the medium of their intellectual incapacity, from their moral 
obligations, he reduced them to political or rather to poſitive 
defpair. He inſtigated them not onty againſt the government, 
but againſt the legiſlature itſelf, All men would relapſe into 
the original and barbarous ſtate of ſociety ; and the unfortunate 
people be incited againſt their beſt friends, their governors, 
merely becauſe they had been perſuaded that the act of reſiſt- 
ance was an act of virtue. 

Having peruſed thus much, Mr. Secretary Dandas ſaid, 
he conſidered the ſubject more immediately before them. He 
had liſtened to an honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) with 
the utmoſt curioſity as well as the utmoſt attention, particularly 
to one part of his ſpeech, in which he ſpoke of the conduct of 
certain ſocieties, With real ſatisſaction he had heard him 
declare, that the views and object of tneſe ſocieties were 
altered : he had heard him admit that there had been certainly 
ſome very pernicious principles propagated by the ſocieties, 

and that he believed there were ſome diſaffected men among 
them, but that they were much leſs in point of number at 
preſent than heretofore. He wiſhed to hear the honourable 
gentleman give ſome ſtrong reaſons to the Houſe, in order 
to convince them of the converſion of thefe gentlemen, 
without which he, for one, could not believe that they were 
ſincere converts. In the firſt place, he begged to call to the 
recollection of the Houſe, that in the year +792, when Paine's 
book firſt made its appearance, it was adopted wil the utmoſt 
warmth and avidity by the Conſtitutional and the Loudon 
Correſponding Societies, and circulated by every means in 
their power, all concurring in the pious hope that the new 
order of things would take place, | 

He wiſhed to aſk, what were the principles contained in 
that book ? There were an attack upon the monarchy, an 
attack upon the legiſlature, and a libel upon the revolution. 
Theſe were the leading features of a ſyſtem which the) 
adopted, the principles of which they muſt have approvec- 
Nothing would have given him more ſincere ſatisfaction than 
for the honourable gentleman to have come forward, and an- 
nounced the converſion of thoſe: people, if it exiſted, that 
honourable gentlemen muſt be acquainted with the cifcum- 
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ſtance, from his recent communication with them : the 


hon. gentleman, however, knew better than to pledge him- 
elt for their ſincerity, becauſe he well know they were not 
ſincere; as a proof of this, he would refer the Houſe to a 
meeting held on the 26th of October, three days before the 
meeting of parliament, in which they expreſſed themſelves 
in terms the moſt infolent and indecent, in an addreſs to his 
Majeſty, In ſhort, from the whole of their conduct and 
from all their publications, no doubt could be entertained of 
their deſign to ſubvert the conſtitution ; and he had not heard 
of any thing which led him to ſuppoſe they had altered their 
lan. . 

He wiſhed the Houſe to look for a moment at the addreſs 
voted at Copenhagen Houſe, to which he had before alluded, 
and having examined its language, to fee whether or no there 
was any connection between it and the atrocious attempt made 
immediately afterwards' upon his Majeſty. They had been 
told that great reliance was laid upon the petition which had 
been preſented to parliament from theſe ſocieties. It was 
argued, that, by petitioning, they acknowledged that Houſe, 
the authority of which they before denied : he begged to aſk, 
when theſe petitions had been ſent in? not till after the pre- 
ſent bills had been propoſed. It appeared that they could vote 
thanks to Dukes, Earls, and illuſtrious characters, whom they 


had hitherto treated with the groſſeit abuſe. . If, however, 


theſe ſocieties had really given up their deteſted ſyſtems, and 
would even join the Whiz Club, the preſent acts would be 
waſte paper; they would never be carried into execution. 
But until he had ſome ſtrong grounds for believing 
this ſudden change had taken place, he could not conſent to 
lay Cown his arms, more particularly at a moment when he 
had every reaſon to believe that they were ſparing no labour 
to make proſelytes to their cauſe, 

What he had hitherto faid, related to the preamble of the 
bill; he would now obſerve upon ſome attacks which had been 
made upon the bill itſelf, It had been faid, that no magiſtrate 
would act under the bill, and chat therefore miniſters had pur- 
poſely omitted the word “ required,” which is in the Riot 
Act; in anſwer to which he ſhould only ay, that, in caſe of 
ariot, the magiſtrate was called upon to act immediately, and 
from the preſſing nature of che danger; under this act the im- 
mediate urgency was not ſo great, and, therefore, the word 
* required” was not neceflary, With reſpect to the argu- 
ment upon the means of giving notice of a meeting, he had 
to obferve, that from the numbor of newspapers, it was not 

VoL. Il. 1795. Ee likely 


% 


14 
1 
| | 
bl 
| 
| 
| 
4 


. 
1 

| 

N 
| | 

5 
«OS 
"of 
do 
P 
N 
„ 
1 5 
1 / 
. 

. 4 5 
N . 
50 
me” 
"ig 
1. 


210 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. fo, 


likely that they ſhould not be able to get their advertiſement 
inſerted ; but even if they could not, they might go to the 
clerk of the peace; and it was not true that, if the notice 
were not delivered to the juſtices, the perfons calling it would 
be anſwerable, becauſe they would have obeyed the law 
2 giving the notice, and the meeting would certainly be 
egal. 
Upon the whole, it would be found, by every calm and 
unprejudiced enquircr, that not one of the old eſtabliſhed 
modes, in which the people ufed to meet for the purpbſe of 
petitioning, were interdicted by this bill; and the whole 
queſtionwould refolve itſelf into the balance of two evils, 
As the law {tood at preſent, it was competent to any man 
to call a meeting, however numerous; and to hold almoſt 
what language he pleaſed : finding the miſchief to which ſuch 
a licenſe led, the queſtion was, whether it would not be 
better to give up a part of that privilege, than to incur the 
dangerous conſequences which might refult from ſuch a 
privilege remaining in the hands of bad men, excited 
to miſchievous purpoſes, by others more artful] than them- 
ſelves, | 

With reſpect to the arguments upon which gentlemen 
relied ſo much, viz. that magiſtrates might be guilty of great 
exceſſes under the bill, he could only ſay, that if magiſtrates 
acted wrong, they were amenable to the laws and mult be 
puniſhed : they were allowed, in every act, a certain degree 
of diſcretion, which if they exceeded, they were expoſed 
to the rigour of the law; and he ſaw no reaſon why they 
thou!ld be allowed diſcretion in the Riot AR, and not in the 
preſent bill. It had been imputed to him, that he had faid, that 
theſe bills ought not be paſied without the ſenſe of the people 
was for them, Ile certainly thought that they -ought not to 
paſs unleſs the people were convinced of the propriety of 2 
meaſure of the kind; though he wiſhed to be underſtood to 


maintain, that caſes might happen, in which it might he pro- 


per h paſs laws, even againſt the ſenſe of the majority of the 
people. 2 

He then adverted to the petitions before the Houſe, and 
the arguments which had been held upon them. He faidy 
that, with reſpect to the diſtinctions which had been mace 
between perſons of property and thoje who had none, it de- 
pended, in his opinion, upon the nature of the ſubjeR : for 
mance, f all the focicties were to petition againſt this mea. 


faze, he cestaialy ſhould nor liſten to them, becauie the _ 
v 
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of the bill was to reſtrain them; and he conceived there might 
be caſ®s in which the petitions of the common p-ople ought 
not to be attended to; not becauſe they were not deſerving of 
the regard and afteCtion of their governors, but becauſe they 
were more eaſily miſled from the true conſideration of their own 
intereſts than men of another deſcription. Mr. Dundas took 


notice of the mee:ing at Grocers Hall, at which Mr. Bofanquet 


preſided, and ſpoke of the gentlemen preſent with terms appro- 
priate in praiſe to their ſituation, credit, and character. He at 
length-concluded a compreſſed but ſtrong argument, molt of 
it conſiſting oi matter ot pointed reply, by declaring that he 
ſhould certainly give his aſlent to the bill. 

Mr. Grey ſaid, that, at fo late an hour, when he felt him- 
ſelf very much exhauſted, he ſuppoſed the Houſe might be 
little inclined to liſten, if he endeavoured to follow the right 
honourable gentleman who had ſpoken Jait, through the 
whole of his ſpeech, which indeed was iu many points of it 
very difficult to underſtand. Some parts of it, however, 
ke could not avoid anſwering, and thought that the right hon. 
gentleman ought rather to have attended to the forcible and 
manly doctrines his right hon. friend had laid down, than the 
miſrepreſentations that had been ſent abroad againſt him. He 
ſtated what Mr. Fox had really ſaid on the ſubject of re- 
hitance z which he declared was, © that if any meaſure, 
ſabverſive of the conſtitution, and the liberties of the people, 
were attempted to be carried into effect, againſt the decided 
opinion of a great majority of the people, the doctrine of 
rexſtance beeame a queſtion of prudence, but was no longer 
2 queſtion of morality.” Reproach was certainly as much 


due to Locke, Sydney, and even Judge Blackſtone, a5 to 


nis right hon. friend, on that head. Mr. Grey read a quo:a- 
ton from the ſpeech of Mr. Dolben, on tae trial of Dr. 


dackeverel, in elucidation of this; and ſaid, that the right 


ton, fecretary had drawn a line of diſtinction as to the refiſt= 
ance of our anceſtors at the revolution, becauſe in that caſe 
tae executive power had made a direct attempt to deſtroy the 
liberties of the ſubject; if, however, the two Houſes of Par- 
liament ſhould combine with the Crown to that end, would 
it not, he aſked, be as good a reaſot for the reſiſtance of the 
people as againſt the executive power alone. The right of 
betitioning was one of the ſtrongeſt bulwarks of our liberties 
crect-d by the revolution; would not the people therefort, be 
juſtified in reſiſtance to maintain it? if at any time he found 
te could not conſcientiouſly vote according to the inſtructions 
ois conſtituents, he would aſk for the Chiltern Hundreds 
ad reſign his truſt, 

Fez Mr, 
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Mr. Grey read a long extract from a memorable ſpeech of the 
Jate Earl of Chatham on the ſubje& of the Middleſex Election, 
tending to confirm his argument, and after purſuing the train 
of reaſoning that Mr. Sheridan and Mr, Fox had ſo ably pre- 
occupied, he adverted to what Mr. Secretary Dundas had (aid, 
reſpecting the petition of the bankers, merchants, &c. propoſed 
and agreed to at Grocers Hall. He deſcribed the mecting, 
as exhibiting a ſhifting fcene of manoeuvre and tumult, and 
thence inferred, that the petition reſpectable as the names 
were, that were ſubſcribed to it, was not more pure and im- 
maculate than others, on which the ſame ſpecies of panegyrick 
had not been beſtowed. With regard to the ſocieties ſo much 
alluded to, he ſaid, the right honourable Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had raiſed them higher in the view and conſidera- 
tion of the publick than they could have expected would have 
been their rank and importance in the contemplation of man- 
kind. 

The Lord Mayor ſaid, that at the Common Hall he thought 
the majority againſt the Bills; ſince the meeting of the 
bankers, &c. he was perfectly convinced there was a great 
majority of the freemen of London in favour of the Bills. 

Mr. Parker ſaid, he was preſent at the meeting at Grocers 
Hall, and confirmed every thing his honourable friend (Mr. 
Grey) had ſtated in regard to that meeting. 

Sir James Saunderſon gave a circumſtantial detail of the 
origin and progreſs ot the meeting at Grocers Hall, tracing 
it from an accidental meeting at Mr. Harman's houſe, to 
another accidental meeting at the London Tavern, from which 
the meeting at Grocers Hall originated; he denied that any 
unfair means had been uſed to get poſſeſſion of the Hall by the 
party who poſſeſſed it. ; 

Mr. Aiderman Anderſon ſaid a few words on the ſame ſub- 
ject; the call for the queſtion was however ſo loud that no- 
thing but that call was audible. 

Mr. Orde ſpoke in favour of the Bills, and taxed Mr. Fox 
with having varied that night from the language he had uſed 
on a former occaſion. a 

Mr. Fx begged to be heard two words in anſwer to wht 
the laſt ſpeaker had ſaid. He declared that he had not varied 
in the leaſt that night from what he had ever before ſaid, and 
appealed to the houſe if he had; concluding with theſe words, 
that it the honourable gentleman perſiſted in ſaying fo, there 
was no ſpecies of contempt ſo low, that he ſhould not think 
him worthy of, Mr 
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Mr. Orde, in explanation, aſſured Mr. Fox that he miſtook 
what he had ſaid, as he had not meant to miſrepreſent or 
offend him. , | | 

The queſtion being called for, a diviſion took place: 


Ares, for the third reading, 266 

Mees, — - 51 

Majority | 215 
Adjourned, 8 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Fzipay, December 4. | 


The Duke of Ancafter preſented a petition from the Corpo. 
ration of Lincoln, ſigned in the name of the corporation 
and inhabitants, by the High Sheriff, in favour of the pending 
Bills, 

The Earl of Lauderdale objected to the petition being re- 
ceived or Jaid on the table, becauſe it was contrary to the 
eſtabliſhed forms of the houle to receive a petition not ſigned 
by the perſons from whom it was ſtated to come, that mode 
of receiving petitions would lead to infinite inconvenience z 
he prefled it therefore on the houſe, not to let the preſent pre- 
cedent eſcape their lordſhips. | 

Lord Thurlow coincided in opinion; and the petition was 
withdrawn and tranſmitted back for ſignatures. 


CONVENTION BILL. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up the Conveation 
Bill from the Commons. Ta | 
On the motion of Lord Grenville, the Bill was ordered to 
be read a firſt time, and printed, and to be read a ſecond time 
en Wednefday the gth. 
Adjourned, 


— — — n 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Fripay, Dec. 4. 


Mr. Burdon begged leave to enquire whether it was con- 
ſigent with the Orders of the Houſe to preſent a petition 
againſt a Bill after it had been read a third time and paſled ? 

The Speaker informed him that he knew of no Order to the 
contrary, | 

Mr. Burdm preſented a petition, againſt the 9 
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and Convention Bills, from the inhabitants of Sunderland, in 
the county of Durham. | 


RELIEF OF THE POOR. 


Sir William Young moved for the ſecond reading of the Bill 
for enabling Overſcers to extend relief to the poor at their 
own houſes, The Bill, he obſerved, was a matter of policy 
to prevent the breaking up of domeſtic indigent families, 

Mr. Curwen oppoſed it on a former day, becauſe he thought 


it would trench upon the erection of poor- houſes, and produce 


a partial diſtribution of relief; but, upon a minute examina- 
tion of the Bill, he found it provident and juſt, and gave i his 
fupport. | 

The Bill was read a ſecond time, and will be committed on 
Monday. 
Mr. Long preſented a petition to the ſame effect, from the 
2 aldermen, and council, of the town of Rye. 

ir Francis Baſſet preſented a petition of ſimilar purport 

from the Borough of Penrhyn, in the county of Cornwall. 


VOTES OF PARLIAMENT, 


Leave was given to bring in a Bill for the eaſier con- 
veyance of the printed Votes of Parliament to members in 
the country. 


NAVY ESTIMATES. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply, 
when the Ordinary Navy Eſtimates were referred to tho ſaid 
Committee; which reſolved that a ſum, not exceeding 
{£624,152 18s. og be granted to his Majeſty for the ordinary 
pay of the Navy, including the Marines, &c. and the ſum not 
exceed ing 708,4001. for the building and repairing ſhips of 
war, &c, | | 

| ARMY EXTRAORDINAR?!ES. 


Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of the Reſolutions of 
the Committee of Supply on the Extraordinaries of the Army 
when the reſolutions were read a firſt time; and on the motion 
for the ſecond reading, | 

General Smith made ſome obſervations on the lateneſs o 
the hour at which they had been paſſed, and condemned the 
amount of the article of barracks ; namely, 330, oool. on the 
application of which he thought the houſe ſhould receive 
more information than bad been given. The General prc- 
ceeded to put ſeparate queſtions to the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer on various articles, when the Speaker called him 
| {9 


pre. 41 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 275 


to order, as the queſtion the General choſe to put, ſhould 
have been propoſed in the-Committee. 

Mr. Grey followed his obſervations on the extraordinary 
charges ek: for bread and forage, &c. and faid, he thought 
it highly worthy of the ſerious conſideration of the houſe, that 
2 ſum of ſuch unprecedented magnitude as was ſtated in the 
acconnts ſhould be voted for the building-of barracks, which 
ſeemed to threaten the nation with a military government. 
He conſidered the object to which the money had been ap- 
plied as incompatible with the ſpirit of the conſtitution. He 
would however, he ſaid, take another opportunity of ditcuffing, 
whether it was the real opinion of the houſe, that a garriſoned 
force (for he could not call it by another name) was to be 
eſtabliſhed all over the kingdom. Even allowing the object 
to be good, the ſum which had been expermed upon it was fo 
enormous, that, in his opinion, the houſe could not vote it 
with propriety. He would with permiſſion of the houſe, 
once more revert to the ſubject of diſcuſſton on a former 
evening, relative to the cireumitances which had impeded the 
failing of the Weſt India armament. It had then been ſtated 
by one of hrs Majeſty's miniſters, that a conſiderable part at 
that armament had been ready to ſail on the 10th of October. 
Of what conſequence was that, when they contended, that the 
expedition was of ſuch a nature that it could not be divided, 
and, to make its dne impreſſion, ſhould act together? Not- 
withſtanding that boaſt, and although the expedition had once 
ſa led, he was well informed, that the contingent from Ireland 
was not eyen yet ready. The troops from that kingdom had 
been a long time encamped on Spike Iſland, in the Cove of 
Cork, a damp unhealthy place, choſen to prevent deſertion; 
but, by being detained there fo long, the army had loſt many 
men by diſeaſe; and at that moment had 1200 men fick in the 
hoſpital. On that place they ſtill continued, and on the 28th 
of November had not tranſports ſufficient for their embarkation 
by 3000 tons. From theſe facts he thought that much 
culpable negligence attached to miniſters. It was a ſubject 
that 4 5 enquiry, and as an honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Sargent) bad on a former evening exprefled himſelf 
ready tor enquiry, he hoped it would be granted. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that the credit taken by go- 
rernment for its exertion was expreſsly confined to that part 
of the expedition fitted out from England, and not a word 
was mentioned relative to Ireland : whea the magnitude and 
complication of the armament was taken into contideration, 
be was perſuaded, the moment all the relative facts were 

: Known 
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known, every candid mind would allow that every poſſible 
exertion to expedite the equipment, and accelerate its ſailin 

had been made. With reſpect to the choice of Spike Iſland, 
for the encampment of the Iriſh army, it could not be im- 
puted as blame either to the officers who ſelected that ſpot, 
or the miniſtry who approved of it, as it was calculated to 
prevent the deſertion of the troops. With regard to the 
objection, that it was unhealthy, that was not the caſe when 
it was firſt ſelected, its un vholeſomeneſs aroſe incidentally from 
the advanced ſeaſon of the year, and the general incon- 
veniences ariſing from encampments. 'To remedy which, 
government had ſent barracks in frames with the ſhipping 
for their embarkation, in order, if unavoidable cauſe of delay 
ſhould ſtil} preſent itſelf, that the troops might receive every 
practicable accomodation and relief. Ihe ſhips had however, 
failed long ago, and if not arrived, they muſt have been de- 
layed or driven out of their courſe by adverſe winds. 

Mr. Grey replied, that he did not mean to fay the iſland 
was unhealthy in its climate, but that the men were un- 
healthy from remaining fo long in camp at this inclement 
ſeaſfors, This was what he had been informed, and he be- 
lieved his information to be accurate. 

General Tarleton ſpoke in vindication of the argument, he 
had held on a former evening, when he had contended tuat 
the moſt prudent mode of ſupplying the W eft Indies with re- 
inforcements, would have been by ſending out troops in 
detachments. 

Mr. M. A. Taylor obſerved, that every thing confirmed 
what he predicted about four oz five years ago, when he had 
the honour to bring forward a motion concerning the erection 
of barracks in the kingdom. When the ſubject had been 
ſubmitted to the conſideration of parliament, he had declared 
it to be his opinion, that they were completely unco:ttitu- 
tional; and, from what had taken place ſince, he would venture 
to affirm, that if a ſpeedy check was not given to the mea- 
ſures which adminiſtration were purſuing, a military govern- 
ment would be completely eſtablithed in the country. It was 
impoſſible to refiſt this concluſion, when he contemplated 
the late doQrines and meaſures of the houſe, and compar 
them with the gradual increaſe of barracks, and the alarming 
extenſion of the army. This great chonge in the hiſtory of 
our goyernment was now nearly effected. Dostrines of 2 
ſingular and dangerous nature, with reſpect to the liberties of 
the people and the ſpirit of the conſtitution were held in 
parliament, and there were between 30 and 40,000 men 
canton 
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cantoned within a circuit of fourteen miles round the metro- 

lis, Under theſe circumſtances, he ſaw cauſe of appre- 
henſion and ſerious alarm. Was this a ſituation fit for the 
repreſentatives of a free people to meet in? He had originally 
condemned the principle of barracks, and foreſaw to what 
pernicious conſequences it would: lead. His oppoſition, 
owever, had been of no avail, and the principle was ſanc- 
None by the houſe; though they admitted the principle, they 
had yet the power to watch and controul its application, and 
therefore. were called upon to diſapprove of ſuch an enor- 
mous charge ſet before them in the lump, without any detail 
or explanation whatever. That the project of building of 
barracks in order to relieve the inn-keepers was merely a 
pretence to cover tie real deſign of converting this country 
into an, immenſe camp, in order thereby to ſeparate the ſol- 
dier from the citizen, and prevent their having any com- 
munion of ſentiment and feeling; a circumſtance laid down 
by the ableſt writers on politics as leading infallibly to the 
deſtruction of liberty, and particularly ſo to this country, 
where it was now for the fult time contended, that the army 
was neceſſary as an appurtenance to the civil power, in order 
to preſerve the internal tranquillity of the country, 

The Secretary gt War ſaid, the complaints of gentlemen 
relative to the enormity of the ſum were ſo far unfounded, 
that though the general article of charge was under the name 
of barracks, yet this head included forage for the cavalry in 
barracks, the additional allowance to innkeepers while bil- 
letted, and ſome other articles, that it would be tedious to 
have detailed. It ſhould allo be. recollected, that if an addi- 
tional ſum had been paid for all ſoldiers billetted, that charge 
would have greatly exceeded the preſent; and therefore, in 


pint of economy, the plan of barracks was clearly defenſible. 


General Tarleton contended, that with reſpect to the Weſt- 
India expedition, miniſtry were to blame in not having it 
ready ſooner. It might, and ought, to have failed three 
months, or at leaſt ten weeks ago. He ridiculed the idea of 
keeping a great part of this immenſe force inactive becauſe 
the whole was not ready. If part only had failed, as miniſters 
contended they could, on the 10th of October, they would, 
he was confident, have been of great uſe in that quarter; 
and we might, by this time, have received the welcome news 
of their ſucceſs. Whereas, by protracting the whole force to 
the preſent period, it was obvious that they could not arrive 
in tim2 to leave them more than {ix weeks for military ope- 
ation; ſince in the failing of ſuch an immenſ: fleet, great 
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and unavoidable delay would certainly take place, ſrom in- 
conveniences that might have becn in a great meaſure pre. 
vented if the fleet had failed in diviſions. 

Mr. Courtenay ſaid, the ſaving of expences was no argument 
why the ſubject ſhould not be taken up by that Houſe, and 
inveſtigated with attention. The N in the accounts 


| Increaſed, and was ſeemingly deſigned. If different articles 


were included under one head, the meaſure was certainly un- 
warranted; and if any reference was made to hoſpitals, the 
ſtatement was evidently inaccurate. Barracks ſhould, if they 
were found neceſſary, be erected in diſtant parts of the king- 
dom: they were, in the true ſenſe of the word,  fortreſles, 
which ſeparated the ſoldiers from the other orders of the peo- 
le. The moſt excellent writers on the conſtitution (De 
Lias and Judge Blackſtone) had wiſely obſerved, in its 
praiſe, that the jealoufy of the Engliſh would not allow the 
ſoldier to be ſeparated from the people.“ The erection of 
barracks would entirely do away the benefit reſulting to free- 
dom from ſo wiſe a meaſure. It would not be improper, he 
ſaid, to introduce a ſpecific motion for the ſums that had been, 
and that were likely to be expended on barracks for a certain 
number of years. It had been inſinuated, that the delay of 
the Weſt-India armament was in a great degree to be im- 
puted to the Maſter General of the Ordnance, He had ſeen 
with pain ſuch inſinuations in the miniſterial papers; and 
from every careſu] enquiry he had been able to make, he had 
found them completely unwarranted and groundleſs. He had 
not been of late 'in the habit of praiſing that department at 
which the noble lord preſided: but the humanity, attention, 
and politeneſs, of that noble lord, to the various civil and 
military. officers employed under him, could not be ſufficiently 
commended, The delay, he apprehended, was rather to be 
tranſcribed to an innovation of late, made in the mode of pro- 
viding tranſports. 
Mr. Sergent ſaid, that the accounts laid before the Houſe 
"oy perfectly regular, and conformable to the conſtant 
ractice. | ' 

Mr IF/hitbread, jun. declared, that in his opinion the 
charge for the erection of barracks was highly extravagant, 
and of a moſt unconſtitutional nature, he manner in 
which the Houſe ſeemed to vote away the money of ther 
conſtituents had long excited his ſurpriſe, Miniſters 
practiſed an unconſtitutional mode of ſpending immenſe ſums 
of the people's money on unconſtitutional objects. I ry 
might, perhaps, attempt to vindicate themſelves by lay 
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hat the perſons who were employed by government would be 
ruined, if the ſums-which they had expended were not made 
good to them by that Houſe, It was much better that indi- 
viduals ſhould „than that the public money ſhould be 
ſquandered away. And if miniſters would ſpeculate without 
conſulting parliament, be their pay the forfeit of their own 
temerity. Should parliament once exerciſe its privilege and 
leave miniſters to be reſponſible for their own conduct, the 
contractors, with whom they negociated, would be more 
cautious. He would, therefore, inove for leaving out of the 
reſolution the expences incurred by the erection of barracks. 
As to the large allowance, which it was faid inn-keepers 
ed for the troops, he thought it better that a large ſum 
ſhould be voted for that purpoſe, than that the conſtitution 
ſhould be injured, Mr. Whitbread then moved, That 
the reſolution be amended, by leaving out the ſum © expe 
for the erection, &c. of barracks. $764 | 
Mr. Sheridan roſe to ſecond the amendment of his honour- 
able friend. He conſidered it as à part of the ſyſtem of 
miniſters to eſtabliſh military fortreſſes all over the kingdoth, 
in order to compleat a military government; and therefore 
ths article, of all others, had no pretence to a place among 
the « Extraordinaries*” of the army. He was convinceù, 
that if the whole of the expences for the erection of Barracks 
to their preſent extent had been calculated, and in one 
netal round ſum, ſubmitted to the conſideration of the 
ouſe, it would have found but feeble ſupport and there- 
fore he was deſirous, that even at this time it ſhould” be 
developed, and ſubmirted to them as a ſubject of open and j 
ſeparate diſcuſſion, Beſides being unconſtitutional in its ob- i 
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| je, it was become a mere government job ; he had heard 6f 

arrack maſters being appointed, with large falaries, where 1 

there were no barracks,” and no intention of erecting them. 1 

With reſpe& to the Welt-india expedition, he wiſhed for no- | 
thing ſo much as a fair enquiry into the ſubject. He hoped 
that it was the intention of adminiſtration to ' inſtitute an en- 
quity into the whole conduct of the war, and then he would 
have an opportunity of ſhewing the itihuman neglect of this 
expedition, in which there was not ogly an extravagant waſte 
of treaſure and national honour, but alid olf the lives of their 

countrymen. * 2 REN 1677 10 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, with 'refpe& to the 
propoſed inquiry, alluded to by the honourable gentleman, 
he could aſſure him, that he-was juſt as ready to meet it us 
he could be to ſet it on. foot, TY therefore, on that occaſion, 
2 it 
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it would not be neceſſary to reply to any thing that had been 
ſaid in the courſe of the night on that ſubject. 

Much obſervation had been made relative to the principle 
of ereQting barracks ; it ſhould, however, be recollected, that 
the Houſe had decided that point, after very full diſcuſſion, 
. when gentlemen had the advantage of every argument that 

had been brought forward in the preſent debate, which yet, 
however, were not thought adequate to maintain the opinion 
they eſpouſed, He conceived. that nothing could be more 
obvious, than that the public force ſhould. be kept in ſuch a 
ſtate of diſcipline, that it might be ready, and applicable to 
ſervice, when called upon for the purpoſes for which it was 
. conſtituted ; otherwiſe, inſtead of ſupporting peace and order, 
it would be the parent of violence and anarchy. It could 
not, however, be expected, that he ſhould enter into a full 
defence of that principle, from the incidental obſervation that 
had taken place. He was, nevertheleſs, ready at any time to 
enter fully upon the ſubject, and re-inveſtigate the arguments 
on which it was ſupported, whenever any gentleman thought 
fit to bring it regularly before the Houſe ; but at preſent he 
was bound to conceive. it as a principle ſanctioned by the 
| Houſe, and to act on it accordingly. The application of the 
principle, he admitted came directly, in every inſtance, under 
the inſpection and controul of the Houſe, and he was therefore 
willing to afford any detail of information that might be re- 
quired, and to enter into a defence of the numbers, ſituations, 
and expence of the barracks. The accounts he belicved to 
be accurate, and in regard to the general policy of the meaſure, 
if ever it was neceſlary, it was neceflary at preſent, when 
more than the uſual precautions were to be taken that the 
ſoldiers might not be perverted from the purpoſes of defending 
their country. He admitted that the expences were heavy, 
but they were ſuch as the ſafety of the country abſolutely 
required. 10 | 
iy 1" Fox ſaid, it was a ſcandalous proſecution of the ſyſtem 
.vith which every meaſure was lately hurried through the 
: Houſe, to enter into the Committee of Supply on the extra- 
ordinarics of the army at fo late an hour as they did the other 
night, and it had made an impreſſion on the country by no means 
to their nonour. Could the Houſe feel no ſentiment of won- 
der, that the extraordinaries of the army for a broken year 
ſhould amount to 3, 9oo, oool, It was true, that in the conſti- 
tution there was a proviſion for theſe extraordinaries; but in 
his opinion, it was the weakeſt and moſt vulnerable part of 


the conſtitution, and the only principle on which it could be 
5 | | | ceſended 
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defended or juſtified was the neceſſity of it, ſince nothing 
ought to be extraordinary in the current expences of a nation 
that could by any poſſibility be avoided, it therefore ought to 
be watched with great vigilance and care. Among the ac- 
counts he found gool. charged for payment of the fees of a 
Knight of the Bath! Was this an army extraordinary? He 
found alſo 3001. charged for conveying Frederick North to 
Corſica! Was this alſo an army extraordinary? As he went 
on, he found ſums of greater magnitude, charged for purpoſes 
of more miſchievous tendency ; 330,000]. was charged for 
erecting of barracks; and that the Houſe of Commons were 
called upon to defray, without ever having been conſulted 
reſpecting the purpoſe for which the money was applied, with- 
out any eſtimate of the charges having been ſubmitted to 
their inſpection, and without any account, or ſo much as the 
ſemblance of an account, of the mode in which the moni 

was expended. How did they know that they did not colt 
leſs than twenty pounds? Had an eſtimate been inade out 
and ſtated that the expence had been incurred in conſequence 
of ſuch a number built near London, and ſo many in a certain 
part of the country, ſpecifically named, they might have been 
enabled to judge whether the object was worthy of the ex- 
pence, and Whether the expence was the leaſt that it was poſ- 
ſible to incur in attaining the object. As matters had been 
managed, they knew not what they had in return for the de- 


mand which they were that day called upon to anſwer. They 


could neither tell their conſtituents, whoſe money they had 
voted for them, what the barracks were, or where they were 
erected. They did not know what barracks had been built, 
what real expence was covered by the charge, or whether 
the expence actually incurred was ſuch as could at all juſtify 
the demand which was made. It had been ſaid by the Secre- 
tary at war, that the Maſter General of the barracks was an 
excellant man, and every way qualified for the office which 
he held. He had no doubt of it. But becauſe the Secretary 
at War had been pleaſed to declare that he entertained a 

good opinion of the Maſter General of the barracks, was that 
4 reaſon for the Houſe of Commons voting away 330,000). 
of the money of their conſtituents? From what the Secre- 
tary at War had ſaid, it was evident that he had himſelf never 
{9 much as examined the accounts; he hid ſaid that under 
the head of barracks were comprehended the hoſpital ex- 
pences, the expence of forage, &c. 'in looking over the ac- 
counts, however, he obſerved ſeparate charges for thoſe very 
articles. He did not wiſh to take advantage of any flight in- 
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attention, but the expence was ſo enormous that he could not 
let it paſs unnoticed. The right honourable gentleman- had 
ſaid, that it might be proper for the Houſe to enquire into 
the policy of erecting barracks; was that any. apology for 
what had already been done; or did chat afford an excuſe 
for miniſters not having ſubmitted the eſtimates to the Houſe, 
that ſo they might have had an opportunity of judging 
whether the advantage, ſuppoling it to exiſt, was procured in 
the beſt and cheapeſt way ? When ſuch ſums of money were 
thus expended for purpoſes, which at the beſt were ſuſpici- 
ous, was it matter of ſurpriſe that the people were diſcon- 
tented ? minifters ſeemed to be moſt forward in expoſing the 
defects and hlemiſhes of the conſtitution, Their conduct 
was not unlike that of Dr. Swift, who, when he wiſhed to 
expoſe the weakneſs of human nature, recurred for his deſ- 
criptious to the character of the Yahoos, 

Wich reſpect to the Weſt India expedition, all that he had 
heard only tended more and more to confirm the argument 
for enquiry. It had been ſtated that the expedition was ready 
to fail on the 10th of Octuber---a part of it at leaſt, and 
that it was detained by contrary winds. It appeared however, 
that, ſo late as the 28th of November laſt, the tranſports 
were not ready; and, although it had been aſſerted alſo 
that theſe muſt have been detained by contrary winds, 
it was hardly poſſible to ſupp ſe that they could have been 
detained by contrary winds from the 10th of October 
to The 28th of November. A right hoyourable centle- 
man had ſaid, indeed, that he was willing to meet in- 
veſtigation. But how? Not by enquiry, but * aſſertion, by 
ing the victory by a 


ling aſſertion to aſſertion, and 1. Fun 5 : 
wiſh tor no ſuch 


call for the queſtion. “ I (ſaid Mr. Fox 
meetings. Let him inſtitute an enquiry into his conduct, 
and if ac will bear him out, then let him come forward, 
proud of his innocence, and challenge the merit which is 
due.” He had, however, no hopes that they would ever 
conſent to meet him on the ground of enquiry ; and he beg- 
ged leave to remind them, that it was not much to their cre- 
dit, (but that was their own concern,) that it was not much 
for the credit of the Houſe, and that it was not much for the 
credit of the country, that no enquiry had taken place into 
the conduct of the war. 

Among others which the right honourable gentleman 
had urged, of great importance and well worthy notice, be 
had contended, that it was a deſirable object to have the army 
ſo diſciplined as to be beſt fitted to the purpoſes of protecting 
the tranquillity of the country. To the maxim in * — 
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ſtract he had no objection. How did the right honourable 
gentleman mean to apply it? If he meant that th: army ought 
to be kept ſeparate from the people, and ought never to min- 
gle with them, no doctrine could have a more hoſtile aſpect 
to the conſtitution of Great Britain. When the army was 
kept ſecluded from the people, they became attached to dif- 
ferent intereſts than thoſe which it was their province to 

rd; when they were permitted to mingle with their fellow 
bers it would not be fo caſy to make them take up arms 
againſt their countrymen. If the army of King James, pre- 
vious to the revolution, had been in a fituation in which they 
had no opportunity of mingling with the people, it was pro— 
bable that they would not have thrown down their arms, when 
they were called upon to eſpouſe the cauſe of that unfortunate 
Prince. A ſtanding army was at all times dangerous; but 
when it was kept apart from the people, the evils to be ap- 
prehended from it increaſed to an alarming height. In other 
times, miniſters would not have dared to vindicate that ſyſtem 
of military government, which they were now attempting to 
eftabliſh. All regard for the conſtituents was however loſt 
ſight of, in fact the conſtitution itſelf was no more. In times 
like theſe, what ſtrides of arbitrary power could excite ſur- 
priſe? By the Bill which paſſed the preceding night, che 
foundations of Engliſh liberty were deſtroyed ; and thoſe who 
had undermined the foundations, would have little ſcruple to 
demoliſh the fabric. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer in explanation declared, that 
he had faid nothing which inſinuated that the military ought 
not to participate in the ſame wiſhes and ſentiments as the 
great body of the people. 

The Secretary at War ſaid, that he was ready to anſwer 
any inſtance of abuſe which might be produced, With re- 
gard to the Board of Ordnance, no blame was aſcribeable to 
them, on the contrary, peculiar praiſe was due to General 
Delancy, the Superintendant of the Barracks, for his atten- 
tion, | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas reminded Mr. Fox that he muſt 
have known the intention of miniſters to put the extraordi- 
naries to the vote the night they were carried, and yet he had 
not exprefled any diſapprobation then, nor had he intimated 
2 wiſh that they ſhould not be brought forward that 
night, | 

Mr. Steele vindicated the conduct of miniſters, with re- 
ſpect to the time at which they brought forward the extraor- 
dinaries, and contended, that the accounts had beeu made 
out with the utmoſt accuracy and attention. Ile admitted, 

th.t 
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that there was ſome ground of complaint, chat no eſtimate 
had been prepared. It might, however, be eaſily recollected, 
that there muſt neceſſarily be conſiderable” difficulty in the 
way of. preparing any eſtimate, on which the | Houſe could 
proceed with certainty. In the ſum of 330, oool. for bar- 
racks, were included different articles, ſuch as coals, candles, 
and beer, which had been furniſhed to the ſoldiers. | 

Mr. Fox explained, and ſaid he only alluded to the taking 
into conſideration the extraordinaries of the army at a late 
hour of the night, and after three days long debate. 

General T; — aſſerted that the eſtimates and extraordina- 
ries, heretofore, never were debated the ſame day; but the 
right honourable gentlemen-did not ſeem to know the nature 
ot them, they were too complex and :ntricate for their un- 
derſtanding. One of them had included hoſpitals under the 
head of barracks, but he found a further ſum of 388, oool. 
for hoſpitals. There was alſo for ſupplying bread, utenlils, 
&c. 140, oool. 

Ihe Houſe divided. 


Aves ( For Mr. N bitbread's Motion) 28 
Mes ( Againſt it) — 74 


 Myjoriy - 46 


While ſtrangers were excluded, which was the caſe for a 
more than ordinary length of time, General Smith made a 
motion for recommitting the report of the extraordinaries of 
the army. : | | 

Mr. Fox inſiſted, that whatever might be the intention of 
building barracks, the effect would be, that the ſoldiers 
would be prevented from participatiugin the general 
ſentiments of the people; and with reſpect to the ex- 
cellence of the ſyſtem, he was | ſorry to ſay, that curing 
the laſt twelve months, the ſoldiers had been far from being 
well diſciplincd, and a diſpoſition had been evinced to mutiny. 
He wiſhed to have it aſcertained, whether the troops evinced 
a greater diſpoſition to mutiny when they were quartered in 
barracks, than when, they were not. With reſpect to the 
money-voted, he would put it to the honour of gentlemen, 
whether ſuch large ſums ought to be voted without ſome en- 
quiry? What account could they give their conſtituents of 
the grounds and reaſons of ſuch a vote? They would be un- 
able to give them any; and totally incapable of ſaying whe- 
ther the money had been votcd tor good or bad r. 

| e 
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He therefore approved of the motion for recommitting the 


report, 
Mr. William Smith ſaid, he felt himſelf proud in the recol- 


lection that he had always reprobated the eſtabliſhmeat of 


barracks : and he had alſo to object againſt the preſent vote in 
a financial view. In two years near 600,0001. was to be 
voted, without any eſtimate being made. A right honour- 
able gentleman had ſaid, that barracks were eſtabliſhed upon 
He would tell the right ho- 
nourable gentleman how that matter ſtood; the Bills were 
but temporary; they were but a temporary remedy for a tem- 
porary evil; but the barracks, made of brick and ſtone, were 
permanent ſtructures, If they were -increaſed, as they had 
been lately, they would contain 40 or 50,0090 men, which 
was a greater number than the peace eltabliſhment of the 


the ſame principle as the 


country. 


Bills, 


Mr. Martin declared, he had always ſet his face againſt the 
_ eftab.iſhment of barracks; and (even admitting the princi- 
ple) they were too coſtly and extravagant for the cireum- 
The barracks in Hyde Park 
were placed at an equal diſtance between the palaces of St. 
James's and Kenlington, and diſplayed more magnificence 
He thought the erection of 
barracks likely to alienate the affections of the people from 
his Majeſty, to whom he ſincerely wiſhed they might look up 


ſtances and means of the times. 


than the two palaces together. 


with reverence, 


Mr. Burdon faid, he gave miniſters every credit for good 
intention in the erection of barracks; and ſtated that his 
conſtituents had deſired him to appl 
erection of barracks in his part o& 


to government for the 
the country; and they 
had complied very readily and properly with his requeſt. 


Mr. Brandling confirmed what Mr. Burdon had faid, re- 
lative to an expreſſion of a deſire to have barracks erected, as 


a deſirable protection of their peace and property. 


Mr, Whitbread ſaid, that two honourable gentlemen had 
ſtated, (what he was ſorry to hear) that their conſtituents 
had applied for barracks. His motion, however, did not in- 
terfere with any convenience or protection which barracks 
might be calculated to afford. It only went to call for the 
accounts relative to the barracks, in order that the Houſe 
might be qualified to judge in what manner the money of 


their conſtituents was ap 


plied, 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that, by voting occaſional ſums on ge- 
count, the public would by degrees vote away more than if a 
plan or eſtimate had been originally laid before them: the pre- 
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ſent charge for barracks was only down to the 5th of Auguſt 
laſt, and money was ſtill due; the majority of them were 
only building. He wiſhed that miniſters would come forward 

with a declaration how much would complete the plan, that 
the Houſe might determine upon the propriety of purſuing it. 
He believed he was moderate, when he ſaid, that, in addition 
to the Go, oool. which had been expended, theſe barracks 
would coſt one million more. 

Mr. V pitbread's motion was then negatived, and the report 
was agteed to. 

Mr. Grey moved, “ That there be laid before the Houſe, 
an account of all ſums of money expegded on barrack? in 
Great Britain, Guernſey, and Jerſey, ether with the 
money laid out for bedding, furniture, and utenſils in the 
ſame) which have been erected between the iſt of January, 
1790, and the 1it of December, 1795. Alſo, an account 
of the ſums now due for the ſame; and an eſtimate of all 
ſums of money which will be neceſſary to compleat ſuch as 
are now built, or are intended to be built.“ —Ordered. 

Mr. Sheridan then moved for “ An account of the num- 
ber and names of all barrack maſters,” and other officers, ap- 
pointed to ſuperintend the ſaid ſeveral barracks, built, or in- 
tended to be built; with an account of their ſalaries and 
cmoluments.” Ordered, 


PETITIONS FOR AND AGAINST THE TREASON AND 
SEDITIOUS MEETING BILLS. 


Mr. Duncembe preſented a petition from the freeholders of 
the county of York againſt the Bills, which had been put 
into his hands by a worthy Baronet (Sir William Milner). 
It was ordered to lie on the table, | 

Mr. JVilberforce ſaid, he roſe to preſent a counter-petition 
from Yorkſhire, He obſerved, that the mode in which the 
petition, preſented by his honourable colleague, had been ob- 
tained, was very unfair, The meeting was certainly reglarly 
called, but the oppoſers of the Bills wiſhed not to let the 1up- 
porters of them have regular notice. | 

Mr. Wilberforce ſtated, that he himſelf was in York when 
the meeting for the petition was called; and he expected, from 
the manner in which it was conducted, and the manner in 
which he found the friends of oppoſition endeavoured to mil 
repreſent the Bills, that he would be out- numbered. Thole 
who wanted a petition againſt the Bills, ſent for all their 
friends to the Weſt Riding, and elſewhere; and took care 


not to make the buſineſs public where they expected oppo- 
| | ltion 
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ſition. The ſame fort of miſrepreſentation was uſed as that 


which had been ſent to Newcaftle, informing perſons there 
that the bankers and merchants of the city of London, the 
people of Weſtminſter, the freeeholders of Surrey and Mid- 
dleſex, unanimouſly oppoſed the Bills. He ſaw that a paper, 
couched in the very ſame words with that ſent to Newcaltle, 
was tranſmitted to Yorkſhire. This paper groſsly miſrepre- 


ſented, not 1 the ſentiments of the people, but the Bills 


themſelves. 
decidedly in favour of the Bills in Yorkſhire. It was a re- 
ſpetable county; and of this the petitioa he was about to 


preſent was a proof, as it was ſigned by a very conſiderable 
number of reſpectable names. They reflected coolly on the 


Bills; and had preſented the petition to that honourable Houſe, 


in the aſſured idea that the Bills, if paſſed into laws, were 


calculated to preſerve to them the bleſſings of the conſtitu- 
tion. 

Mr. Fox ſaid he valued the county of Vork as much as any 
gentleman, for men of worth and independence of character; 
he could not, however, but remark, how much the other fide 
of the Houſe ſeemed to exult on the circumſtance of receiv- 
ing a petition in favour of their meaſures from that county; 
they had not taken the ſame notice of a petition from the 
counties of Suffolk, of Surry, or of Middleſex, with which 
ſurely, if a criterion of the expreſhon of public opinion was 
to be formed by petition, no compariſon could hold ; neither 
had the petitions from different populous places in the jame 
county, as Halifax, Leeds, &c. been recollected, though the 
numbers who figned the latter petitions amounted to near 
20,000, | 

The Attorney General declared, that after what happened the 
preceding night on the paſſing ot the Bill, he could not avoid 
laying a tew words, as he thought it pertinent to the preſent 
petition, When he called to mind the tranſactions that 
tormed the baſe of judicial proceedings in the laſt (tate trials 
at the Old Bailey, he could not avoid thinking on the then 
predicament of that great county. Societies here, acting 
conjointly with other ſocieties in Sheffield and Leeds, &c. 
addreſſed the National Convention, and the Convention re- 
turned for anſwer, that they would aſſiſt them in maintaining 
what they called their right. Theſe ſocieties were the cauſe 
ot the war; and their number was ſo nereated, that upwards 
ef 10,000 met at Hackney, openly avowing jacobin prin= 
ciples, particularly one man, called Breilet, It was, at that 
meeting, appointed to ſend deiezates to tue Scotch Conven- 

Gg2 tion, 


e ſolemnly declared, that the public ſenſe was 
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tion. When Meetings were leſs frequent, in conſequence 
of ſome being proſecuted and abſconding from juſtice, many 
of them went down to Sheffield to abuſe the right of petition. 
There it was publicly declared that they never would petition 
| parliament : for they maintained that the legiſlature was not 
competent to redreſs their grievances; and declared the 
would teach the 558 gentlemen who compoſed the Com- 
mons to go about their buſineſs. The alarming deſigns and 
dangerous practices of the ſocieties was proved by evidence 
on the table of the houſe. Thus the conſtitution and go- 
vernment were brought into peril by bad men, who ſet up the 
pretext of having grievances to complain of, as a plea for their 
aſſembling with tar different views and intentions. 

. The Attorney General adverted to the hand- bill ſeat down 
to Newcaſtle, miſrepreſenting the counties of Surry and 
Middieſex, the cities of London and Weſtminſter, This pa- 
per he repeated it, gave the moſt fallacious account of the 
Bills, omitting their beſt proviſions, and ſtating reſtrictions 
which they did not contain. The counties and places alluded 
to, from that miſrepreſentation, were ſo alarmed, as to petition 
againſt the Bills, Hence it was that the ſheriff of the county 
of Northumberland was called upon to ſign a requiſition for 
a meeting to vote a petition againſt the Bills. He knew, 
from experience, that the inhabitants of that county were 
friends to the conſtitution and government; and he was 
certain that the Bills, when paſſed into laws, would attach 
them if poſſible, ſtill more to the conſtitution and govern- 
ment. 
Mr. Fox faid, that ſimilar proceedings with thoſe to which 
the learned gentleman alluded, had alfo taken place in Mid- 
dleſex, in Weſtminſter, in Southwark, and in Surry. He 
mentioned that petitions againſt the Bills had been regeived 
from nearly twenty thouſand perſons in the country, ſo that 
the honourable gentleman ought by no means to flatter him- 
ſelf with fo deciſive a majority as he had repreſented. 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table. | 
Mr. IF. Smith reminded the houſe that he had ſuggeſted 

an amendment to one of the Bills which the learned gen- 
tleman had adopted: it had been faid that miſrepreſentations 
of the Bills abroad, and not the Bills themſelves, had ſpread 
the alarm. Surely the Bills, as they at. firſt ſtood, and the 
manner in which they had been announced to the houſe by 2 
right honourable gen:leman, contained . ſeeds of alarm ſufli· 
ciently terrible to the country; beſide that, the very circum- 


Rance of the amendments made in the Bills proved 12 WM 
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alarm had ariſen from the Bills themſelves, and not from mike 
repreſentation, . 

Mr. Secretary Dundas preſented a petition from the mer- 
chants and manufacturers of Glaſgow, in favour, of the Bills 
then pending in parliament, - 

Mr. Sheridan preſented another againſt the ſaid * from 
the town of Strathaven, 

They were ordered to lie on the table. 


LOAN, 


Mr. Wm Smith preſented a petition, which he. ſaid differed 
entirely in its nature from the many that had been lately pre- 
ſented ; it was a petition from ſeveral perſons, who, with 
divers others, had engaged with Mr. James Morgan, in a 
ſubſcription for the loan of the year. The petition was 
brought up and read. The following is a copy: 


To the Honourable Houſe of Commons in Parliament aſſembled. 

WE, whoſe names, are hereunto ſubſcribed, being perſons wii, with diver, 
othere, had engaged themſelves in a ſubſcription, under the management and 
conduct of ſames Morgan, of Kenſington, in the county of Middleiex, Etq. for 
tie purpoſe of making a loan to the public of ſuch money as might be wanted for 
the public ſervice of the preſent year. 

Do moit humbly repreſent, 

That for ſome time previous to their ſorming ſuch ſubſcription, f or the pur. 
poſes before mentioned, and prior to the 25th day of November laſt, it was 
matter of public notoriety, that thæ money wanted for the public er vice was to 
& borrowed on a competition of offers, whereof the moit advantageous to the 
pablic was to be accepted. 

That this method was by. the Right Honourable the Chancellor of his Majeſty's 
Exchequer communicated to the Governor of the Bank of England, as is uſual in 
ſuch caſes, and by him to the ſaid James Morgan. 

That, in confequence whereof, your petitioners formed to themſelves the 
plan of becoming bidders for the loan. 

That the ſaid James Morgan having informed the Right Honourable the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer of his eadineſ to treat for the loan, he was in- 
vited to the Treaſury on the ſaid 25th day of November laſt, which day was fixed 
ler the communication of the nature and extent of the loan, in order that the 
intended bidders might be fully prepared againſt the time fixed for the bidding, 
which was the Friday following. 

That the ſaid James Morgan was then, for the firſt time, requeſted to declare 
whether he would agree to bid for the loan, on condition that the offer made by 
lum (ſhould it turnout to be the moſt advantageous for the public) ſhould be at the 
00 of Meſſts. Boyd and others, the contractors for the ſaid loan, to ſuperſede 

by 
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by offering to advance the money at a rate more advant1geous to the public by 
half per cent. oz ten ſhillings on every one hundred pounds to be borrowed. 
That your petitior.2:5 humbly repreſ nt, that in their minds there cannot exi8 
any good or ſuſficieat ur ſon why ſuch preference ought to be given to the con- 
traQors for the laſt loan, ore «ſpecially as the: are i. formed, that mauy of the 
perſons who furniſhe the laſt loan to goveri ment, as ſtanding on the liſt of !/effrs, 
Boyd and others, the then contractors, are not the ſame perſons as are upon the'e 
lit for the preſent loan. And that, incaſe it ſhould appear that any terms were 
made on the contract for the laſt loan, Moſe terms could only apply to the ſame 
perſons with whom ſuch terms were made, or who were liable to be sflected 
They farther humbly repreſent unto your honourable Houſe, that, relying in full 
confidence on a fair competition being allowed in offering o make the loan for the 


public, they have been induced to prepare large ſums of money, ready to be applied 


to the uſe of the public, ſhould the offer made on their part ave been found the 
moſt advantageous. | 

That the plan of a competition being deſtroyed by the conditions Mtirulated in 
favour of the contractors for the laſt loan, they have been deprived of an opportu- 
nity of making any bidding forthe loan, which opportunity they humbly inſiſt they 
were entitled to, as well from the declared terais of a competition being allowed, as 


of the great benefit to ariſe to the country therefrom ; whe-eby vour petitioners have 


.ſaſtained great injury, not having any proviſion made for the reinveſtment of their 


money, by them neceſſarily called in, to be prepared to make the uſual depoſit, and 
ſuch payments as might be fixed for an early period. 

That, in regard your petitioners are adviſed that the contracts, made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for all public loans, are upon condition of the ſauction 
of parliament for the terms thereof; 

Your petitioners therefore, for the reaſons before ſtated, moſt humbly pray your 
honourable Houſe will not ſanction the ontract made with Meſſrs. Boyd and 
others, for the loan for. the enſuing year; and that your petitioners may be 
heard by counſel in ſupport of this their petition, 

And your petitioners ihall ever] ray, &c. 


Mr. Smith ſaid this petition was ſigned by between 159 and 
200 names. The immediate object of the complaint was, 
their individual ſufferings as ſubſcribers ; the public grievance 
was an incidental circumſtance. He did not with to inter- 
rupt the courſe of public buſineſs which at preſent preſſed, he 
was however defirous that the matter might be taken into 
conſideration in proper time to prevent any vote of ſanction. 
He therefore gave notice, that he would move to have it taken 
into conſideration before the Houſe entered into the committee 
of ways and means, for the purpoſe of opening the budget on 
Monday. 

The 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer, ſaid, the moſt regular and 
parliamentary way of diſcuſſing the ſubject of the p-tition juſt 
preſented, would be to refer it to the committee of ways and 
means, in which the budget was to be opened. The firſt vote 
reſpeCting the loan would be as to its amount, when the ſtate- 
ment of the ſupplies would come to be compared with the 
ways and means of the year ; with that vote this petition had 
no connection. The next vote would be as to the terms of 
the loan, to which point the petition immediately applied ; the 
committee would then conſider whether the bargaia made with 
Mr. Boyd was a proper one, taking in all the circumſtances. 

Mr. Fax objected to referring the petition to the committee 
of ways and means. It ſtated facts; theſe might or might not 
be controverted z a difference of opinion might, and probably 
would, ariſe reſpecting it. Suppoſe the allegations on different 
ſides were ſtated different ways, each party aſſerting the truth 
of the allegations they ſtated, and the other denying their va- 
lidity ; it would then depend upon the evidence that might be 
adduced on both ſides, and the committee of ways and means 
could not examine witneſſes. "The better way he thought 
would be to reer the matter cont:uined in the petition to a com- 
mittee, with power to examine witneſſes. "That he conceived 
would be the beit way, inaſmuch as the queſtion would be en- 
tirely a queſtion of evidence. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that when in the com- 
mittee of ways and means, if there were any doubts or differ- 
ence reſpecting the facts, and thoſe doubts were important, it 
would be in the power of that committee <o report progrels, 
and aſk leave to fit again on a future day, and take any interme- 
_ eps neceſſary to remove thoſe doubts, and aſcertain the 

acts, | 

Mr, JV. Smith ſaid, that as the petitioners relied upon the 
Juſtice of theit cauſe, they were deſirous of producing evidence, 
He had otherwiſe no objection, to the petition being referred 
to the committee of ways and means, if any fair opportunity 
of diſcuſſion would be afforded. 


Mr. Fox wilhed to know what objection the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer had to the petition eng, Brgy. into the con- 
lideration: of the Houſe on Monday, before going into the 
committee of ways and means ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer informed him, that he did 
not with that any preliminary matter, on which there was 
likely to be a debate, ſhould precede the budger, which it was 
Kown generally involved ſubjects of extenfive and laborious 
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detail; and the _ he owed to the public ſervice made him 
oppoſe any ſuch delay. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he feared that mixing the object of the peti- 
tion with the other buſineſs of the budget would make too 
much buſineſs for one day. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid his opinion was, that 
in the committee the ſubject of the petition would lie in ſo nar- 
row a compaſs, that it would not create any great addition of 
extent to the buſineſs of the budget in general. 

Mr. Huſſey obſerved that there were only two witneſſes to 
the tranſaction of which the petition complained, the governs: 
of the bank of England and Mr. Morgan. He wiſhed to 
know if the Chancellor of the Exchequer had any objection to 
having thoſe gentlemen before the committee to be ex- 
amined on Monday, as they were the only perſons who could 
give evidence. If the right honourable gentleman had no ob- 
jection, he ſubmitted the propriety of making an order for 
their attendance. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought the honourzble 
gentleman had heard him ſay, that there could be no examina- 
tion in the committee of ways and means. If there were ma- 
terial doubts, a further ſtep might undoubtedly be taken. 

After ſome further converſation, the petition was referred to 
the committee of ways and means on Monday the 27th. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that the 
other orders of the day be read. 

MR. REEVES'S PAMPHLET, 


Mr. Sheridan obſerved that the report of the committee on 
the pamphlet of Mr. Reeves ought to be conſidered as a queſ- 
tion of privilege, and therefore ſhould precede all other buſineſs, 
eſpecially as it was underſtood, when the ſubject was laſt be- 
fore the Houſe, that it ſhould come on to-day. He therefore, 
to fave the time of the Houſe, ſuggeſted the propriety of mak- 
ing an order for the attendance of Mr. Reeves on I ueſday 
next in the Houſe, and then gentlemen would deliver their ſen- 
timents on the mode of proceeding to be adopted in this cale. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he ſaw no objcc- 
tion to this, provided the order was made with a general un- 
derſtanding that no gentleman was pledged to any future pro- 
ceeding on the ſubject. He declared, that though the evidence 
in the report of the committee was ſufficient, in his opinion, 
that the buſineſs ſhould be ſent before a jury, by the Houſe di- 


refting the Attorney General to proſecute Mr. Reeves as the 


author; yet even if the evidence was ever ſo clear and ſatisfac- 


tory, he ſhould uot readily agree to the Houle adopting yn — 
; cluſio 
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cluſions of the committee, in politively declaring Mr. Reeves 
to be the author. In the laſt caſe they might proceed to deaf 
wit him on their own authority; whereas in every view it 
appeared matter infinitely more proper for the diſcuſſion of a 


ury. | 

lie Fax ſaid, he had great doubts whether it would be at all 
proper, that the Houſe, after having taken cognizance of the 
livel, ſhould give the proceeding thought fit to be inſtituted 
reſpecting it out of their hands. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid his intention was to move, that Mr. 
Reeves be ordered to attend the Houſe on Tueſday the 8th; 
and previous to his being called in, the Houſe might determine 
what proceedings it ſhould take. | 


The Maſter, of the Ralls ſaid, he firohgly objected to the 


order for requiring the attendance of Mr, Reeves, while they, 
in att, were debating the queſtion whether he was the author; 
if the majority of the Houle were of opinion that he ſhould be 
proſecuted, the refolution they might come to would ſhew 
that his attendance was not required; in fact it could never be 
neceſſary. Before they proceeded to call upon Mr. Reeves to 
attend, they ſhould firſt determine what ſhould be the mode of 
their procedure, 

Mr. Grey faid, that the committee had been appointed to in- 
veſtlaate who was the author to the pamphlet in queſtion, 
which was the firſt object to be aſcertained. He ſaid there 
were other modes of proceeding againſt the author than by 
proſecution, ſanctioned by precedents of the Houſe in ſimilar 
caſes. He thought the Houſe might vindicate its own dignity, 
without recourſe to any other juriſdiction. If there appeared a 
deficieney of evidence the report might be re- committed, and 
farther inveſtigation purſued, which the committee had ima- 
gined to be unneceſſary, - © * | 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that an enquiry had been made, and the 


committee had reported to the Houſe. They would decide 


whether the evidence they had ſtated was ſufficient : the next 
couſideration would be the mode of procedure. If they ſhould 
Cetermine to proſecute by the Attorney General, the recom- 
mitment would be improper, - I hoſe who held a contrary opi- 


nion, were undoubtedly entitled to call for freſh evidence; they 


might fay, «you refuſe to let us bring forwards that which 
would jultify our mode of procedure.” He ſhould therefore 


move that the committee have leave to proceed in their en- 


quiry, and for that purpoſe, that the committee be revived, 
Fre — Houſe might be in poſſeſſion of the whole of the evi- 
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The Chancellor if the Exchequer admitted that the natural 
conſequence was, that thoſe who wiſhed to follow another pro- 
cedure, ſhould rather wiſh to have full evidence before the 
Houſe, If however the authorſhip were fully proved: he 
ſhould ſtill be of opinion, that the beſt mode of proceeding upon 
the caſe would be by profecution at law, rather than by the 
Houſe itſelf. He had no objection to the revival of the com- 
mittee, and the production of the new evidence, pr: vided it 
was underſtood, that he did not hold himſelf bound thereby to 
follow another line of proſecution than that-which he had then 
declared he thought molt eligible. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair (aid, at all events, he would vote for ſend- 
ing the enquiry back to the committee, becauſe he there ſaw a 
great deal of illegal evidence, or rather matter, which being in 
its nature inadmiſſible was no evidence at all; and he ſhould 
hold himſelf bound not to vote for a profecution againſt a man 
upon leſs evidence than would be ſufficient to find a bill againſt 
him beforea grand jury. 

The Mafter of the Rolls again roſe, and contended, that if 
there was ſufficient evidence to found proſecution upon, and 
that mode was to be adopted, it was unneceſſary to ſend the 
report back to the committee, 

The Speaker interfered, and obſerved, that the converſation, 
though not in order, had been ſuffered to proceed in order to 
adjuſt a matter for the convenience of the Houſe, He ſtated 
the progreſs of the converfation, and that the queſtion of the 
moment was for reading the orders of the day. 

The motion for reading the orders of the day being with- 
drawn, upon the motion of Mr. Sheridan, the further conſider- 
ation of the report of the committee of enquiry was deferred to 
Monday the 14th. 

Mr. Sheridan next moved, that the committee be revived. 

Mr. Sec. Dundas oppoſed this, on the ground, that witneiles 
ſhould go to the trial pure and unprejudiced, and with minds 
unfettered by former declarations. If there was enough to 
proceed, he Gought it improper to go further in the examina- 
tion. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that argument went againſt all commit- 
tees of enquiry. 

After ſome farther converſation between Mr. Sheridan, Mr. 
Dundas, Mr. Wigley, Sir W. Young, and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, the committee was revived, and leave grant 
to procced. 

TREASON BILL. 
The other order of the day being read for the Houſe to tale 


into conſideration, the report of the amendments made in the 
| ; committee 
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committee on Lord Grenville's Bill, all the gentlemen who 
had uniformly oppoſed it, quitted the houſe immediately. 
The amendments were then gone through, and agreed to 
by the houſe, after which the Bill, with the amendments, 
was ordered to be engroſſed and read a third time on Thurſ- 
day next. | 

1 he motion was carried. Adjourned at 10 o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Mopar, December 7. 


GRAND JUNCTION CANAL BILL. | 


Mr. Powys moved, that the third reading of this Bill be 
poſtponed, on account of the important buſineſs to come be- 
fore the houſe that day; his motion was negatived without a 
diviion. The Bill was then read a third time, and ſeveral 
clauſes added to it by way of riders, 


_ PETITIONS FOR AND AGAINST THE TREASON AND 
SEDITION BILLS. 


Mr. R. Vyner preſeated a petition, ſigned by ſeveral re- 
ſpectable inhabitants of the town of Thirſk in Yorkſhire, 
againtt the paſſing of the Bills into laws,—Ocdered to lie on 
the table, 

Sir Francis Baſſet preſented a petition from ſeveral of the 
inh:bi:ants of Redruth, in favour of the Bills.-Urdered to” 
lie n the table. | 

Sir W. WW. Wynne preſented a petition from the town of 
Wrexham, in Denbighih:re, diſapproving of a petition al- 
ready preſented to the houle in favour of the Bills, On tie 
petition being read, 4. 

The Sate obſerved, that there appeared nothing in the 
wordingfol it that entitled it to be regarded as a petition, for 
nothing was prayed for, Sir W. I. Wynne conſequently 
withdrew it, | 

Mr. Grey preſented a petition againſt the Bills, ſigned by 
4320 of the inhabitants of Huddersfiell, in Yorkſhire, Or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

* petition was preſented from Lincolnſhice againſt the 
ills, 


ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. R2fe moved for an account of the amount of the quan- 
tity of refined Sugar exported from Great icicain jor ihe laſt 
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three years. Allo for the nett produce on tobacco and ſnuff 
for the laſt three years. An account of the amount of the 
produce of the aſſeſſed taxes for the laſt three years. An ac- 
count of the amount of duties on legacies for the laſt three 
years. And an account of the amount of the diſcount allowed 
on the prompt payment of the duties on ſali for the laſt three 
years. All of which were prefented by the proper officers 

and ordered to be laid on the table, g 


HIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer delivered a Meſſage from 
His Majeſty to the following effect : | 


G. R. 

His Majeſty thinks proper to inform his faithful Commons, that a conſider- 
able ſum is lkely to ariſe from the ſale of prizes taken from the United Provinces 
of Holland, and that he has ordered the amount to be aſcertained, and the 
overplus, after the claims of the captors had been diſcharged, to be applied to the 


public ſervice, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, as there could not be 
any objection to it, he ſhould move the uſual addreſs of thanks 
to his Majeſty for his moſt gracious mefſ+ge :* he had, how- 
ever, to obſerve with reſpect to the allowance to be made to 
c2vtors, that it depended upon particular circumſtances, 
Some of the veſſels were taken in a manner which reflected as 
much merit upon the captors as if they were taken in a ſtate 
of war; in that caſe che allowance to them would of courſe 
be liberal: there were however other caſes in which the 
veſſels. were merely detained by order of government, and 
then of courſe the allowance would be proportionably ſmall, 
He concluded with moving the Addreſs. 

Sir Francis Baring ſaid, he by no means objcHed to the 
principle, but had ſome doubt with reſpe to the diſmiſſing of 
certain individual claims, under a clauſe in the Dutch Pro- 
perty Bill, He did not know whether in the preſent cale 
they could have recourſe to a' court of juſtice, 

Sir Milliam Scott in reply faid, that the meſſage operated to 
that point, as the money was not to be applied to the public 
ſervice until certain legal claims could be diſcharged; Be- 
ſides, the clauſe to which the honourable Baronet alluded 
would not prevent their ſeeking and obtaiging redreſs in the 
Court of Admiralty, or the other courts of juſtice. 


he 
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The Addreſs was then agreed to nem. con. and his Majeſty's 
meſſage, on the motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
was referred to the Committee, of Ways and Means, 

- SUPPLY, 

Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of the Committee of 
Supply, that the ſum of 624,7521. be granted to his Maje 
to deiray the additional expences of the * And al 
that the ſum of 708,400]. be granted to his Majeſty, to de- 
fray the expences of building ſhips of war, &c, for the year 


1799. 
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BUDGET 


The Houſe then went into a Committee of Ways and 
Means, Mr. Hobart in the Chair. aq 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe, and ſaid, he was per- 
fecily aware of the difficulty of endeavouring, at ſo early a 
period of the ſeſſion, to gall the attention of the committee 
to a general view of the expencgs of the year, and of pro- 
poſing to them the means of meeting thoſe expences. A 
conſiderable part of thoſe expences could now only be judged 
of by eſtimate, and muſt of courſe be taken upon confidence. 
At the ſame time, he truſted, that he ſhould be able to give a 
general account ſufficiently exag, and that the Committee 
would agree with him that it was materially important to the 
public ſervice not to poſtpone this buſineſs to a later period. 
The committee would recolleQ that, at the commencement of 
the preſent ſeſſion, his Majeſty, in the ſpeech from the throne, 
had held out to parliament, and the nation, the proſpect of a 
negociation for peace ; and it was the opinion of parliament 
that the probability of a ſpeedy termination of the war would 
be materially aſſiſted by our howing to' the enemy that we 
were prepared for either alternative. Under that impreſſion, 
and feeling that to be the ſenſe of the houſe, he thought it 
better to come forward at once, and to open the genera! ſtate 
of receipt and expenditure, by fairly ſtating what would be 
the total amount of the ſervice for another year of war, to-. 
g*ther with the means of fairly meeting and defraying that 
expeace, than to ſuffer it to paſs on to a later. period of the 
year; he did this with the more confidence, in the perſuaſion 
that the account would be a triumph of the finances of Great 
Britain, and would demonſtrate, both to the enemy and to 
all Europe, that ſhe was equal to the emergency, great and 
- imminent as it was, in which ſhe was engaged. hen at 
the ſame time he looked out of this country, and obſerved 
the condition ob the enemy, he found an additional induce- is 
ment 3; 
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ment for bringing forward this account, When he faw them 
ſtruggling to maintain their expences by ſtratagem, and de- 
viſing ſtrange and wild expedients to ſupply their exhauſted 
reſources from month co month, or rather from week to week, he 
was defirous of ſhewing that Great Britaia could confdently 
look forward, and provide the means of carrying on the wer ſor 
years, if we ſhould be forced to that extremity ; and that, 
with the conſolation of being able to do this without im- 
poſing burthens on the people, that would either fall ſeverely 
on the lower ranks, or be any material injury to trade. 
From theſe conſiderations he was induced to bring forward 
the buſineſs of the day at that early period of the ſeſſiou, and 
he ſhould not think it neceſſary to make any other prefatory 
introduction, but proceed to conſider the ſubject under thoſe 
heads into which it reſolved itſelf as briefly and as diſtinQly 
as poſſible, 
It would be his oy to ſtate under the various heads of 
voice, the articles of ſupply which had been already voted, 
And firſt, 
The Navy; the number of ſeamen for the preſent 
year was 110,000 men, being 10,000 more 
than the preceding year; and the ſum alread 
voted for this head of ſervice was $5,720,000). 
Gentlemen would ſee with pride and pleaſure, 
that in this department of the national ſervice 
| ſuch exertions had been made as had carried 
the navy to a height unparalleled in the ſervice. 
There were ſtill two further ſums to be voted, 
namely, 624, oool. and 708, oool. for building 
ſhips and repairs, making the whole of the | 
navy for the * - pa = 7,072,000 
being an exceſs over the ſum of the year pre- 
ceding of 757,000). This exceſs, however, he 
was perſuaded, gentlemen would view with 
complacency, fince it had given fo decided a 
ſuperiority to our fleet, | 
The next head of ſervice. was the Army, for which 
there had already been voted the ſum of - 6,104,000 
which was leſs than the expence of the army 
for the laſt year by 844, oool. a conſideration 
which he was ſure would be highly agreeable 
to the Committee, as it would ſhew that the 
exceſs was on that head of ſervice, which was 
always the favourite ſervice of Engliſhmen, 


Dec, 7+] 
and that a great reduction had been made 
under the head of the army. ; 

There were ſtill, however, ſeveral other ſums to 
be voted under this head of ſervice, viz. 

For the expence of ſeveral French corps, which 
it was thought might be beneficially employed 
in our Weſt India Iflands, the ſum of - 

The Sardinian Subſidy - — 4 

The Exiraordinaries of the Army, as far as they 
had been able to be made up, and as the ſums 
h:d heen paid, were - - 

But this was certainly not all that would come 
under this head, and it would be impoſſible for 


him preciſely to ſtate what further might be 


required; he would eſtimate the ſum how- 
ever at - - - 
The next head of ſervice was the Ordnance, 
which was - — 4 
a ſum leſs than the expence of laſt year by 
$77,000. 
Miſcellaneous ſervices - - - 
Gentlemen would obſerve that this was more 
than the laſt year by 1c, oool. 
and which aroſe from the increaſe in the article 
of ſecret ſervice money. In time of peace the 
ſum for this ſervice was 28,0001, This year 
it had advanced to 151, oool. | 
The next article that he ſhould ſtate, would be 
the neceſſary ſum for replacing Exchequer 


( 
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Bills, The amount of the Exchequer Bills was 6,000,009 


Though it ſtood, however, at this ſum on the 
ſupply ſide of the account, yet as it was his in- 
tention, as an article of ways and means, to 
move for a vote of credit for 3, 500, oool. there 
would in reality be no more than 2,500,000. 
to be provided for in the ſupply of the year, 

The next ſum was what he was ſure gentlemen 
would think it right for him to continue; he 
meant the e for the reduction of the 
National Debt. It was a matter of conſolation 
to gentlemen to know that the meaſure for the 
reduction of our debt was perſevered in with 
unceaſing ſteadineſs, and that the benefits of it 
were daily felt in the efficacy of the fund ſet 
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apart for that purpoſe. The ſum on this head 
was - — - - 

Gentlemen would recollect that when he made 
the loan of 18,000,000], laſt year, he ſtated 
the reaſonable expectation which he had of re- 
ceiving from the India Company Soo, oool. 
But left that ſum thould not be paid, he had 
provided taxes for nineteen millions inſtead of 
eighteen, In looking, however, at the de- 
ficiencies of the grants, he ſhould lay out of 
the conſideration. for the preſent this circum- 
ſtance, and ſhould take it on the ſame ground 
as laſt year. Under all the various heads, the 
deficiencies of grants he ſtated at 1, 50, ocol. 

The ſum allowed for the prompt payment on* 
the loan of laſt year was 344,000). and the in- 
tereſt upon Exchequer Bills he ftated at 
240, oool. making together the ſum of 
2,357,000l, But from this was to be de- 
ducted the ſum of 28,0001, which the land 
and malt produced above the ſum taken in the 
deficiencies of laſt year. The whole of 
the deficiencies therefore he would ſtate at 2,332,009 


200,009 


The whole of the Supply therefore for the year, 
as he had ſtated under the particular heads, 
would be - = - - 27,662,000 


RECAPITULATION, 


Navy—110,000 Seamen F. 5,720,000 
Ordnance /. 624,152 1 8 pot: 
FE xtraordinaries 708,400 0 0 


ns „ . . 
7,072,552 1 8 


6,194,452 14 5 


Army — Guards, Garriſons, &c. 
Chelſea, &c. &c. 


Extraordinaries = 225646, 990 19 10 
Foreign Corps — 309,000 
Sardinian Subſidy - 200,000 
Further Extraordinaries com- 
puted at - j 339,000 
Ordnance - 33 17744471 8 


Miſcellaneous 


v 


per. 7.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS; © a4f 
Miſcellaneous ſervices 
Plantation Eſtimates, &c. we} N 360,616 8 5 
Vote of Credit — 2,500,000 © o 
Exchequer 3 l 3,500, ooo o o 
Annual Addition to Sinking Fun ® 200,000 o o 
Deficiencies of Grants vs — 2353335000 o o 
O 0 


Ditto Land and Malt - - 350,000 


L. 27,662,083 12 6 


WAYS AND MEANS, 


He had now, he ſaid, to ſtate the Ways and 
Means by which he was to meet this Supply. 
The firſt article was that which was always 
taken at the ſame ſum, Land and Malt, 

Exchequer Bills, - - - 

Of the permanent taxes, the produce he muſt ſay 
had been very good. The accounts had been 
laid upon the table, and gentlemen would ſee, 
that independent of the new taxes, the produce 
for the laſt year had been 13,598, oool. On the 
average of three years the produce was 
13.933,27 1l. and this would be the fair 
amount at which they ought to be taken. The 
permanent charge upon the conſolidated fund 
was 11,532,000]. 

The ſum to be expected from the impreſt now in 
the hands of accountants, but upon which 
they might rationally calculate would be 
200,0001. 

The ſum tu be expected from Dutch prizes, on 
which his Majeſty had been pleaſed to ſignify 
his royal A gentlemen would ſee, might 
be brought into the account with ſtrict regard 
both to juſtice and liberality; the captures 
were made in a great degree before the two 
countries were in a ſtate of hoſtility, by the 
order of miniſters, without riſque or hazard 
to the captors, and without that ſort of labour 
and exertioh which was the foundation of 
prize. Others, however, had certainly been 
made with great perſonal hazard, and with 
great exertion. His Majeſty would in all the 
variety of caſes, make juſt and liberal allow- 
ance to the ſatisfaction of the ſervice ; but 
with all this a conſiderable _ would aggrue 


Vol. II, 1795. i | 


n. 


4. 


2,7 50,090 
3, $90,000 


applicable 


eee 
88 4 PE — 
<< = 

- 

>. as 


_ 8 1 - — * *. 1 &" * 1 ** oY * mo 


© ms S „ 1 2 1 * 
* SH 22 OE DP EE. K n 3 
— po - > 
* * * * 8 
— - 45 4 Ss — Powe — 
. Y „ — 
— 8 32 830 _ A 


— 


1 WOOD FALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Ic ο 


applicable to the public ſervice. He would 
take it at 1, oo, oool. All theſe, therefore, 


Sa. au dc ——ͤ 


he ſhould take at, - - 595,000 

| Add to this the Loan o - 18,000,-00 

| Which would make the ſum of — 27,845,000 
4 | BECAPITULATION. | 

Land Tax — mg - J. 2,000,000 


Malt - © F 
Growing Produce. of Conſolidated 
Fund on 5th Jan. 1796, com- $2,395,000. v 


- 750,009 


om ORD 


— IE 
4 —— — — — — 


puted at - 
| Money ariſing from ſake of Dutch { 1,000,000 
| . Prizes - - 
Imports 72 — 200,000 
Deduct from half year's Intereſt on eee 
new Stock { 360,000 
Exchequer Biils — - 3 — 
Loan —_ — 2 1 $000,000 
— 


He might ſtate that he had in reſerve taxes for 1,000,000]. 
which had been laid on laſt year above the ſum which he had 
borrowed ; he would leave that, however, to meet any future 
expences that were unforeſeen, or to make up for any de- 
Aciency that there might be in the taxes generally. It was 
his duty then to ſtate what further ſums there would be to be 
provided for in the courſe of the preſent ſeffion, _ 

The Navy Debt had largely mcreaſed, That was, how- 
ever, a Circumſtance: that was lefs to be regretted than any 
other branch of the public! ſervice, ſince the great exertions 
which had been made, had raiſed our navy to ſo proud a 
height. The debt had iucreaſed alſo on account of circum- 
ſtances winch were not likely to atiſe again, or at Jeaft not in 
the {ame degree. The tranſport fervice had been a heavy 
article of coarge. The debt had increaſed to 5,000,000! 
It was 3,500,900t. on the 31ſt December, 1794, ſo that the 
incre2!” of Navy Debt was 1,500,000l. Inis was to be 


acribee io the uſeful meaſure which had been adopted _ 
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the purchaſe of India ſhips, and to the employment of a great 
number of tranſports. He had perfect confidence that this 
ſervice would be diminiſhed in the enſuing year, and that 
they might hope for a ſaving in this branch of at leaſt 
two millions and a half. On the Army Kxtraordinaries he had 
alſo confidence that a conſiderable taving might be made; and 
that they would nat exceed the ſum of two miſſions and a half. 
He eſtimated therefore the ſumwhich they would have to 
incur on theſe two heads in the courſe of this year beyond 
the eſtimates, at 4,000,000]. 

Another important tum which they would have to look for 
in the courſe of this year, would be the bounties on the corn 
to be imported into this country. On that head he could not 
pretend to ſpeak with any certamty: he wiſhed it were poſſible 
to extend it to the wide lt ſum, that gentlemen in their hopes 
for aſſiſtance from abroad might be diſpoſed to look to. He 
owned, tor his own part, that his expectations were not 
fanguine. It was a head of ſervice to the amount of which 
he looked with hope rather than fear; ans be thould be ex- 
tcemely happy to find that he had a great ſum to provide for 
upon that account. Be did not think it probable, however, 
that any geatleman would diſagree with him in thinking that 
the ſum of 1,900,090). was not as large and as wide a ſum 
for bounties as was likely to be called for. "Theſe ſums taken 
together, therefore, would make 5,000,000). for which they 
would have to provide. On the other hand there was a fund 
to which they might look with conkdence, if gentlemen were 
diſpoſed to refer to it in aid of the public ſervice. It had been 
a ſubject of great diſcuſſion ia that Houſe, and upon which 
there certainly was great contrariety of opinion. Upon an 
average of three years it had produce 300, ooo. tothe nation. 
The proviſion which the liberality of the public had made for 
the American Loyaliſts, and charge upon this fund, was 
almoſt made good: 250 00l. only would be due after this 
year; and therefore, as gentlemen thought that the produce 
of the Lottery was not more than counter-balanced by the 
pernicious effeche which it had upon the community, they 
might undoubtedly look to it as to a fund applicable to the 
public exigency, Gentlemen would {ee that the permanent 
taxes, and tne growing produce of the conſolidated fund, 
were more than equal to the exiſting charge upon it: and he 
had the pleaſure to find that, as far as could be yet aſcertained, 
the produce of the taxes of laſt year bid fair to come up to 
the ſums at which they were taken; they had already pio- 
duced two-thirds of the whole. He had now, therefore, only 
to find taxes for the eighreen millions, which was the amount 
of the Loan, and for which he had contracted. He would 
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ſhortly ſtate the terms, and would hereafter come to explain 
to the Committee the reaſons upon which he had acted in the 
bargain that he had made. The intereſt on every hundred 
pounds which he had borrowed was 41. 138. 6d. to which was 
to be added the one per cent. wiſely provided for by Parlia- 
ment inaid of the fund for diſcharging the nationa! debt, that 
its operation might keep pace with every increaſe of the: 
capital. This made the total intereſt on every hundred 
pounds 6l. 3s. 6d. which intereſt on a loan of 18,000,000), 
amounted to the annual ſum of 1,111,500). and for this ſum 
he had to propoſe to the Committee taxes as a proviſion. 


TAXES, 


1} In doing this he ſhould begin by enumerating ſhortly the 
4 ſeveral articles upon which he propoſed to ſubmit new duties, 
= . or increaſed duties, and which he thought were fair objects of 
taxation. The two firſt were material articles, to which he 
believed there would be no objection, ſince they attached to 
| property, and wou'd be felt only by the higher and richer or- 
| ders of the community; and it was with peculiar propriety, 
1 that in a war which had for its baſis the ſecurity of property, 
i thoſe perſons who were happily poſſeſſed of wealth, ſhould 
4 peculiarly contribute to its ſupport, 
ö The firſt tax which he had to propoſe, therefore, was, upon 
that ſpecies of legacy, which, without taking in the lineal 
heirs, extended to collateral branches and to ſtrangers, 

The ſecond was an additional duty of ten per cent. on tlie 
aſſeſſed raxes, | | 

The third was a tax upon horſes, The Committee knew 
that there was at this time à duty upon horſes kept fot plea- 
ſure only, with an exception in favour of thoſe which were 
employed in induſtry, It was his intention to double the 
duty upon all horſes kept for pleaſure, following the fame ad- 
vances in proportion to the number as were now oblerved; 
and upon all horſes employed in trade and agriculture, he pro- 
poſed to lay a very imall and trifling duty. 

The fourth was an article of very general and very large 
conſumption, which by their late regulations had been freed 
from fraud, and which he was perſuaded would bear a ſmal! 
additional tax without inconvenience, he meant tobacco. 

The fifth was alſo an article of general uſe, upon which 
there was at preſent a duty, but which he was perſuaded would 
bear an increaſe; he meant printed cottons and callicoes. 

The ſixth was a very ſmall matter of regulation, and not 
a duty, upon ſalt; and 

The latt would be a reduQtion of the bounty on the export 
of refined ſugar, which, he was confident, might be done 
without any diminution of the trade. 105 
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He had thus hurried over the ſeveral articles upon which he 
propoſed to ſubmit to the Committee add:tional taxes ; and 
that he might ſatisfy the impatience of gentlemen, he had 


avoided going into a detail npon them as he paſſed, It would 
de, however, his duty to enter mote particularly into each. 


LEGACIES. 


It would be obviouſly extremely difficult to form any other 
than a wide conjecture on the probable amount of a tax of 
this deſcription. He ſaid, he had been difpoſed to recur to it 
upon mature reflection. It had been a tax which in the only 
country of Europe that in its proſperity bore any reſemblance 
to England, had exitted without hardſhip or complaint; he 
meant in Holland. Tr had been found by no means oppretfive 
or inconvenient ; nor had it in any degree taken from induſtry 
its ſtimulus in the acquiſition of 2 The principle of 
the tax was alſo recognized in England, where a duty upon 
certain kinds of legacies h-d exiſted for ſeveral years. "That 
duty was at firſt one per cent. on all legacies beyond a cer- 
tain ſum ; it was afterwards extended to two per cent. and 
afterwards again extended by another act. The principle, 
therefore, was not new, and it was his intention to propoſe to 
enforce it, and to make it on all Jegacies with an exception 
only of thoſe to widows, and to the lineal deſcent. He pro- 
poſed to lay | | 

A tax of two per cent. on all legacirs above a certain ex- 
tent to perſons in the firſt collateral degree of relationſhip, 
and alſo to extend to reſiduary legatees. 

3 per cent. on the next degree of relationſhip, 

4 per cent, on legacies to more diſtant degree of relations; 
and 

6 per cent. on all legacies to the ſtill more diſtant branches 
of a family, and to ſtrangers, 

Again he mult ſay, that in a war for the protection of 
property it was juſt and equitable that property ſhould bear 
the burthen, and as it was in the nature of things that landed 


property was the moſt permanent, it was firſt fit that it ſhould 


contribute accordingly. It was not, however, to be contincd 
to any ſpecies of property, it was to include both landed and 
perſonal ; it was not to have any operation on the actual 
poſſeſſors; nur would it affect the firſt degrees of conſan- 
2wnity. In every caſe the widow, and the direct deſcent 
would be excepted; and the operation of the tax would be as 
tollows : | 
2 fer cent. on the firſt collateral branch; 
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3 per cent. on firſt couſins; | 

4. per cent. on ſecond couſins; and | 

6 per cent. on more remote relations, and on ſtrangers, 

This tax would be on the capita] bequeathed. It was 
difficult to fay by what criterion they could judge of the 
probable income of ſuch a tax. By the probates of wills it 
was found, that about 3 per cent. was the medium ſum to be 
expected from ſuch a tax; but it was nat eaſy to calculate 
what would be the amount of its operation. It would be very 
difficult to diſtinguiſh between the quamity of property that 
went in the lineal deſcent and that which went to coltater.| 
branches. Nor would it be eaſy to aſcertain what was the 


general amount of property. In the beginning of the preſent 


century, chicfly in the reign of Queen Anne, many enqui- 
ries had been made about the extent of landed and perſonal 
property in England. The eſtimates had widely differed,” and 
it had not been pollible to aſcertain the fact exactly. The 
loweſt calculation that had been made, however, was, that 
the annual rental of Great Britain was twenty-five millions, 
This was certainly greatly within the mark, But, taking 
it at this rate, and eſtimating this rental at 28 ycars' pur- 
chaſe, ; 
The value of the landed property of the king- 

dom was - wy oo, ooo, ooo 
Perſonal property was eſtimated at — 600,000,000 


— — 


So that the whole property of Gt. Britain was . 1, 300,000,000 


To form ſome conjecture of the amount of the transfer of 
property by teſtament, the records of the eccleſiaſtical Courts 
of Canterbury and York had been ſearched; and it had been 
found, that about one third of the whole of the teſtaments 
that were made went to collateral branches. Of landed pro- 
perty tie proportion was leſs- it was about one fifth; and 
thereſore it might be adviſeable, in a conjectural calculation 
like this, to take the medium, which was one fourth, upon 
which to form the probable eſtimate. On the transfer by 
will, therefore, of 325,000]. divided again by 33, which, in 
calculations of this kind was thought a fair ſtandard, the reiult 
would be, that this tax ſhould produce 294,000. a year. 
From this, however, he mult deduct the prelent tax upon 
legacies, which amounted to 44,000). a year. He ſhould 
therefore take the new tax at 250,000l, 


ASSESSED TAXES, 
It would not be neceſſary for him to enter into detail 2 
„ 


* 
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this head. The amount of the aſſeſſed taxes was well aſcer- 
tained, and it was only neceſfary to ſtate that he meant to 
exempt horſes from this addititional aflefinent, as they were 
to make a ſeparate tax. He eſtimated the new tax of 10 per 
cent, on the aſſeſſed taxes, including, he ſaid, the commuta- 
tion tax, at 140,000, e, $a | | 
HORSES, 

The duty on horſes kept for pleaſure, as gentlemen well 
knew, was at preſent ten ſhillings on one horſe, and that it 

adually roſe till it came to be double, on perſons keeping 

horſes. It was his intention to double ths tax on all the 
gradations, ſo that it would hereafter be, x1. on a perſon who 
kept one horſe, and 121. on thoſe who had ſix. He had reaſon 
to believe that the ſmallaeſs of this tax would not have fuch 
an operation as to diminiſh the number of horſes kept for 
pleaſure, he ſhould, however, take it at a very moderate ſum, 
he ſhould eſtimate the produce at no more than 1 16,0001. 

He alſo intended to lay a ſmall tax upon that deſcription of 
horſes which had been before excepted ; he meant on horſes 
which were kept for induſtry only. This would fall on 
various claſſes of people, but he flattered himſelf that it would 
not de conſidered as any very heavy burden upon induſtry, 


and that no farmer would feel its weight, or be tempted to 


keep fewer horſes upon account of it. The tax which te 
propoſed was no more than 29. per horſe, and it was not to 
encreaſe whatever might be the number Kept by one indivi- 
dual. That Tax, therefore, was not more than one tenth 
of the loweſt tax per horſe on the ſmalleſt number kept for 
pleaſure. A' farmer, therefore, having four horſes, would 
have only eight ſhillings-to pay, a ſum which he was per- 
luaded would not be felt to be ſevere or unreaſonable, the high 


price of proviſions confidered ; he would not therefore heſitate 


io ſubmit it to the committee as one of the faireſt taxes ever 
propoſed, and by no means cauſe for diſcontent to thoſe who 


were to pay it, when they reflected on the burchens borne by 
the other claſſes of the community. The produce of this 


tax was neceſſarily doubtful, as they had no means of aſcer- 


taining the number kept. It was ſuppoſed, however, that 


there were at leaſt one million of fuch horſes in the kingdom, 
and he ſhould therefore take the tax at 100,000!. 


TOBACCO, 


The committee were aware that the regulations which had 
en made upon that article ſometime ago, had happily put an 
end to all the frauds Which had been ſuffered, and à great 


and 
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and moſt productive revenue had accrued. The conſumption 
had at the ſame time encreaſed, and he had every reaſon to 
believe that tobacco, which was cleatly an article of luxury 
would bear an additional tax of 4d, per pound, without any 
apprehenſion of leſſening the conſumption, or of giving riſe (0 
new frauds. This tax would produce 170, 00l. 


PRINTED CALICOES. 


This was alſo an article ſo flouriſhing, and in ſuch univerſal 
conſumption, that he was perſuaded no injury would be done 
to the trade, by laying a ſmall additional duty. Printed goods 
at preſent bore a tax of three-pence half- penny per yard; it 
was his intention to lay an additional two-pence half-peany, 
making the whole tax ſixpence per yard. He eſtimated this 


| SALT, | 

Upon this he did not mean to lay any additional duty; it 
was ſimply a matter of regulation. A diſcount of 10 per 
cent. upon prompt payment, was at preſent allowed and too 
long time was given for the payment of the duty. There was 
alſo an allowance for waſte on its being carried coaſt ways, 
whereas upon experience it was found to gain. The pro- 
poſed regulations would produce 32,0001. | 
| = SUGAR, pw 


This was alſo to be conſidered rather as a regulation than 
a tax. There was a bounty upon the exportation of refined 
ſugars, which was not neceſſary to be continued to the pre- 
ſent amount, for the encouragement . of the trade. It 
operated as an injury in ſo far as it tended to encreaſe the 
price of the article for home conſumption. Gentlemen 
would be aſtoniſhed to hear that the amount of the drawback 
paid for the exportation of refined ſugar laſt year, amounted 
to between 5 and 800,000]. though the whole duty on the 
import had been only 1, 200, cool. He propoſed to reduce one 
fourth of the preſent drawback, which would be a ſaving to 


the revenue of 180,000]. 


Theſe were the taxes which he meant to propoſe to the 
committee, and which he had no doubt would be found to be 
produRtive, and to be fully equal to the annuity wanted. For 
the ſake of perſpicuity, he begged leave to recapitulate 
them 


CAPITULATION, 
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RECAPITULATION. ' . | 4 10 
Collateral Succeſſion of Landed and Perſonal 15 
Property "NP — f £254,000 $4 
Increaſe of Aﬀeſſed Taxes 4 149,000 1 
Horſes for Pleaſure FE a £ 116,000 © & V's 
Nitto for Induſtry - = 100,000 d 0-97 
Tobacco TL 2 176, O0 
printed Cotton > P I 35,000 
Reduction of Diſcount and Waſte on Salt 2,000 
Diminution of the Drawback on Sugar - 180,000 


Total . 1,127,000 


LOAN. 


The whole amount of the ſum for which he eſtimated the 
new taxes would be one million one hundred and twenty, / 
thouſand pounds; and the ſum for the payment of the intere 
of the ſum borrowed was only one million one hundred and 
fifteen thouſand pounds, which would have been all that 
might have been neceſſary tor him to trouble the committee 
with upon the preſent occaſion, perhaps, if nothing had been 
faid againſt the terms on which he had bargained for the loan. 
A particular reference had however been made to the com- 
mittee upon that buſineſs, by referring to ir a petition which 
ſtated certain circimſtances upon that ſubject. He ſhould _ 
therefore call the attention of the committee to the manner 
in which he had concluded the bargain upoa the loan, the in- 
tereſt for which made the occaſion for the preſent additional 
burthens upon the public. He had already ftated the amount 
of that intereſt, which was but little better than four and a 
half per cent.; it being nothing more than 41. 138. Gd. per cent. 
to which being added a proviſion for the reduction of the 
capital in the proportion of one per cent, on the ſum borrowed, 
would then make the whole ſum amount to about ſix per cent. 
ſhe committee would recollect the ſituation of the country. 
We were in the fourth year of a war, which was repreſented 
by ſome to be the moſt diſaſtrous, and allowed by all to be 
moſt odious, in which this country had ever been engaged. 
At the period of the fourth year of ſuch a war, the public had 
a loan of eighteen millions of money, upon terms but a little 
more than four and an half per cent. He ſtated this for the 
purpoſe of ſhewing the ſtate of our public credit, and the 
opinion which monied men entertained of our reſources ; it 
Vol. II. 1795. K k . Was 
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was certainly prima facie evidence of our proſperity. He had 
diſcharged his duty ia ſtating this to the houſe. He had diſ- 
charged it alſo, he. hoped, in obtaining, under the circum- 
ſtances, the beſt terms that could be obtained; terms, as fa- 
vourable, as he thought, ought to be obtained with duc regard 
to the real intereſts of the public. He knew that a petition 
which had been referred to that committee, ſtated that he had 
departed from the mode which had uſually been adopted ; 


a mode, which of all others, when practicable, he ſhould be 


molt ready to adopt, and which he had himſelf declared to be 
preferable to any other; he meant that of making the bidding 
an open competition. He would ſtate to the committee 
under what circumſtances it was that he had entered into the 
preſent bargain. It was his wiſh that the preſent, like former 
loans, ſhould have been conducted in the way of competition. 
He had ſome time ago heard it ſuggeſted, that the gentlemen 
concerned in the laſt loan had a right to a preference in any 
loan to be made, until all the dividends of the former loan 
were paid off. It was not until lately that the pretenſions of 
the contractors for the laſt loan were notified in a formal 
and regular manner to him. Theſe pretenſions were reſted 
on two grounds : one was, that there never had been an in- 
{tance where a new loan was contracted for, until all the 
payments on the preceding loan had been diſcharged ; and that 
great inconvenience would ariſe from ſuch a loan being at 
market before the dividends on the ſcrip were completely 
paid up : the other pretenſion was, than when, in negociating 
the laſt loan, they propoſed to pay the laſt dividend on the 
1ft of February, 1796, he had objected to that, as it might 
be probable a new loan might be wanting before the laſt 
ſcrip was paid, On this objection of his, they had built 
the principles that he would not (in conſideration of their 
paying the laſt dividend earlier) negociate any other loan 
before the former was all paid off. He ſaid, he had con- 
fulted with the Governor of the Bank, from whom he found 
that the facts (tated by the contractors for the laſt loan were 
accurate; and he felt the reaſoning ſo forcibly, that he could 
not, conſiſtently with a due regard to the public faith, which 
was pledged, and conſiſtent with what he owed to hirmlcll, 
without their conſent, and againſt their repreſentation, con- 
tract for a new loan; the more he had reflected on the matter 
fince, the more he was convinced he would not be juſtified 
in doing ſo. Under theſe conſiderations, he felt himſelf 
bound either to wait until the time of the laſt payment ſhould 
expire, or fo to act with regard to the former * 

ö tha 
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that they might not find themſelves aggrievei. The dela 
he thought would be highly prejudicial to adopt, as mu 

depended upon the immediate diſcuſſion in that houſe of the 
means for carrying on the war, on which all hopes of the eſ- 
tabliſnment of an honourable peace depended. Taking the 
alternative, however, not to forego a general and fair compe- 
tition, and that the loan ſhould not be contracted for, 


but upon terms juſt, reaſonable, and wiſe, the gentlemen who 


contracted for the laſt loan were willing to do either of two 
things : firſt to enter into a competition of offers, on condition 
that they ſhould have an option reſerved to them to take 
the loan at an half per cent, more adyantageous to the public 
than the loweft terms offered by any other contractor; and, 
by the bye, one half per cent. on the loan amounted to a ſum 
of go, ol. Were then was the hardſhip that gentlemen 
ſhould be reduced to the neceſſity of offering ſuch terms, as 
would not leave it worth the while.of any other contractor 
to take the loan at 90,000). lefs than their terms? He was 
aware, however, that any ſuch check might create a con- 
fiderable degree of diſinclination to bid; he was determined 
nevertheleſs to take a precaution which would prevent his 
being at the mercy of any ſet of bidders, and fave the pub- 
lic Fom diſadvantage, before he would conſent to this 
qualified competition. Mr. Boyd was contented to take the 
loan on ſuch terms as he (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
ſhould award on the event of Mr. Morgan's reiuſal to offer 
governing the terms by the market price of {ſtock ; that is to 
lay, that he ſhould himſelf fix the terms. He made propoſals 
in the preſence of the Governor of the Bank, and on Mr. 
Morgan's refuſal, he had fixed them as advantageouſly for 
the country as could be eſtabliſhed, with a view to policy and 
to public credit. Nay, the terms were as good as, in his 
opinion, could be produced by any competition. He had 
thought it fair to ſtate to the contractors, that an unfounded 
navy debt ot five millions was likely to enſue in the next year, 
which parliament would, if neceflary, pay off; at the ſame 
time reſerving a free option and diſcretion, if ſuch a mcaſure 
ſhould be determined on by parliament, of giving the aid of 
the credit of this country to enable the Emperor to raiſe a 
ſum for carrying on the war. He was ſure that he would 
bare to encounter a conſiderable degree of reluctance on the 
part of gentlemen oppoſite to him, to any further guarantee 
of an Imperial loan, from the conſideration that the Auſtrians 


had ſhewn great inactivity in the early parts of the pwr z 


but when he remembered the glorious operations and ſuc- 
Kk2 ceſſes 
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ceſſes of the laſt ſix weeks on the Rhine, which could not 
have taken place but for the pecuniary aid which this countr 
had lent the Emperor, he was convinced that houſe and th: 
country would feel a joy and a pride, ſuch as he ſincere 
felt, that the reſources of Great Britain had furniſhed the 
ſinews of a continental war, and would be induced to a 
ſimilar meaſure in the next year to accelerate a peace, con- 
ſiſtent with the ſafety of Europe, and ſuch as the juſtice of 
our cauſe, and the ſituation of the enemy, would entitle us to 
expect, It would hereafter be a point for that houſe to de- 
termine, how far it might be the policy of the country to 
enable the Emperor to continue the preſſure on the common 
enemy, thereby to facilitate the terms of peace, and thereby 
to accelerate the return of that deſirable object. How far it 
might be adviſeable for us to renew our aſſiſtance in that 
reſpet, was a queſtion not then to be aggated. He had 
not however thought it proper to paſs the ſubject over in 
ſilence, but to ſay, that he had not agreed to the preſent 
loan upon terms that would preclude pariiament, if under all 
the circumſtances, it ſhould be deſired by the Emperor, and 
it ſhould be deemed adviſeable to guarantee the payinent of 
a loan to him. He had thought proper to ſtate this to Mr, 
Boyd, and to ſay expreſsly that it thould be optional to grant 
ſuch loans, not exceeding three millions ſterling, which, added 
to the five millions Navy Debt, made the poſſibility of eight 
millions more to be 1aifed in the courſe of the enſuing year. 
Under all theſe circumſtances, the terms which Mr. Boyd 
accepted of were, 

120 in the 3 per Cent. Conſols. 

25 in the 3 er Cent. Reduced, 

And 6s. 6d, in the Long Annuities. 

The whole amount, for 100l.-1041. 58. 3d. 

In the Jaſt loan the diſcount was 21. gs. in this loan it 
would be 5s. more, ariſing from the difference between the 
payment of the firſt dividend on the zd and 3oth of this 
month: this made it amount above the 100]. to 61. 155. 
The loan cf laſt year underwent repeated criticiſm ; it was 
criticiſed as being connected with the imperial loan; it was 
criticiſed with reſpect to the price of ſtocks; but there was 
no difference of opinion with regard to the amount of the 
terms; they were allowed to be as good as could be wiſhed ; 
and one honourable gentleman had ſaid, he would not wiſh 
they were better, with a view to the permanent intereſts and 
credit of the country ; the terms of the loan this year were 


above 3 per cent. more favourable than the laſt ; and hr) 
a 


1 — 


— 
* — 


' 
U 
| : 
U 
: 
. 
7 
3 
4 
9 
3 
.* 
1 4 
| - 
; 43 
* 4% 
4 bd * 
83 
N 
. 
5 
7 
# * 4 
1 
# 1 
* +20 


Dec. 7+] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 253 


had arbitrated and named terms to the preſent contractor 
lower than gentlemen withed laſt year, he felt that he went 
by a more ſecure rule than his own opinion, When he had 
to recollect that he was propoſing a loan, greater almoſt by one 
half than had taken place during the American war, and that 
the terms of every loan after 1779, during that war, was got 
at from 5 to 6 per cent. intereſt, he felt great ſatisfaction that 
he was able to dictate the terms of the preſent loan at little 
more than 4 and a half per cent, He had a conſiderable 
ſhare of ſatisfaction alſo in thinking, that it would not ſuffer in 
competition with loans in time of peace. In the year 1783, 
the year after the laſt peace was made, the loan which was 
borrowed for winding up the expences of the preceding war, 
was got on terms, which, when compared with the preſent, 
there was only a fractional difference, and that fraction in 
favour of the preſent loan, He further felt a degree of plea- 
ſure in comparing theſe terms with the terms of laſt year's 
loan. The rate of intereſt laſt year, if allowance was made 
for the bonus of 4s. in the long annuity ariſing from the 
Auſtrian loan, would have amounted to 41. 19s. which was 
more than & per cent. more than the terms of the preſent year. 
If the relative price of ſtock was taken into conſideration, it 
would be found that the preſent loan was, indeed, highly fa- 
tisfactory. The loan of laſt year, ſo much inferior to the 
preſent, had received the recent ſanction of parliament. He 
would then put it to the Houſe, whether he ought not, un- 
der the circumſtances which he had before ſtated to have ex- 
erciſed a private diſcretion, when that diſcretion was produc- 
tive of ſuch good conſequences? He would alſo put it to 
their candour, whether he was ſtill to purſue the plan of an 
open competition, under the riſk of breaking in upon a prin- 
ciple of public faith, which was ſo materially connected with 
the permanent credit of the country; or whether he was to 
delay a meaſure, which, by being taken thus early, mult give 
confidence to this country, and ſtrike terror into the enemy, 
rather than comply with equitable and reaſonable demands ? 
He was aware that he had expoſed himſelf to the miſrepre- 
ſentations of individuals, from which he could, however, find 
a reſource and conſolation in his own intentions; and there 
was another reſource he had to protect him from miſrepre- 
ſentation and calumny; this refource he ſtated with con- 
hidence z it was in the candour, the fairneſs, and the public 
ſpirit of that Houſe. Should we, he would aſk, delay to 
itrike terror into an enemy, already tottering on the very 
verge, or rather fallen into the midſt of the gulph of national 

bankruptcy, 
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bankruptcy, and not exert our ordinary and gradual reſources ? 
Whatever he might twink of the preſent petition againſt the 
terms of the loan, as far »$ it concerned himſelf, yet, in a 
public view, it was in itſelf a conſiderable ſource of fatisfac- 
tion. They ſaw and heard an individual complaining that 
he had been ill treated, and, as it were, defrauded, by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer's, acceding to a propoſition which 
debarred them from runmng a race with competitors in 
making better terms for the public, than thoſe which were in 
themlielves ſo reaſonable and moderate, that they were gear 
1 + per cent. leſs expenſive than the terms of loans in the 
laſt war: this was matter of triumph to a country, chat 
was contending for its liberty, in a war by ſome declared to 
be the molt diſaſtrous that this country ever felt; by others 
juſt and neceffary, and unavoidable z by all allowed to be 
arduous, Such a triumph to the country would not have 
happened, if the credit and reſources of this country had not, 
in ſpite of the declamations of oppoſition, given vigour to the 
war, until a peace could be eſtabliſhed on a folid and perma- 
nent foundation; and had not ſwelled the burdens of the 
people in proportion as it ſpread their credit, and, eſtabliſhed 
their ſecurity, When it was conſidered alſo, that care was 
taken in every new debt, that our providence for the future 
ſhould keep pace with the extent of our preſent exertions ; 
if from that we took a view of the preſent revenues of the 
country, in the midft of all the embarraſſments ſpringing from 
a war, protracted to the termination of the third year, and 
that the deficiencies were only ſuch as might ariſe by na- 
tural fluctuation in the moment of undiſturbed proſperity ; 
when it was conſidered alſo that in 1789 the loan for the 
Spaniſh armament was not obtained on terms ſo good as the 
preſent ; when it was further conſidered, that in the years 1793, 
1794, 1795, great ſums had been voted; and that, in tne 
conduct of the preſent war, miniſters had been anxious to 
bring forward all parts of the ſubject, and not, as had been 
the practice in former wats, kept back the debts, to have 
enormous. ſums to provide for in time of peace; when all 
theſe things, the Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, were 
conſidered, he felt his heart dilate with pride and ſatisfaction. 
When he conſidered alſo, that the new taxes had kept pace 
with the ſums at which they were eſtimated ; that in the year 
1789, and from that year to the preſent day, the taxes, in- 
ſtead of cating out the yearly ſinking fund, had been found 
fully adequate to the purpoſes for which they had been 


originally intended; that in the year 1789 they amounted to 
20,0001. 
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20,0001. more than the eſtimate ; that in the year 1793 there 
were only 26,000]. deficiency; that in 1794 they had ex- 
ceeded by 54, oool. the whole ſum calculated; that in the 
year 1795, where there was 1,600,000]. annual intereſt to be 
provided for, though only two quarters of that year were re- 
ceived into the Exchequer, yet more than two-thirds of that 
ſum had been already actually collected: theſe were circum- 
ſtances which inconteſtibly proved the riſing credit of the 
country; theſe were the circumſtances which had enabled us 
to ſtand the arduous conteſt; theſe were the circumſtances 
which had created a confidence in the monied men of the 
country, and enabled us to convince the enemy of the neceſ- 
ity of terminating the war on ſuch conditions as might be 
found conſiſtent with the juſtice of our cauſe, the vigour of 
our efforts, the relative ſituation of the enemy, the general 
happineſs of Europe, and the ſecurity, honour, and advantage 
of this country. The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved 
his firſt reſolution. | 

Mr. William Smith ſaid, he was perfealy conſcious how 
much diſadvantage he had to contend under in meeting the 
plain ſtatement of the right honourable gentleman, as well as 
on account of the importance of the ſubject, and was aware 
alſo that he ſunk below him fo far in ability as hardly to ex- 
pet that patient attention, even to which, in his own opi- 
nion, the nature of his argument entitled him. He thought 
it neceſſary to preſs this conſideration more ſtrongly upon the 
Houſe becauſe it did not augur well when ſo many gentlemen 
were leaving the Houſe, and ſhewed themſclves to be ſo in- 
different about their duty and the pecuniary interc{ts of their 
conltituents, as not to ſtay and ſatisfy their curiofity by hear- 
inz whether the loan was or was not made upon the faireſt 
terms. The reaſon why he roſe that day at all was merely 
becauſe he had been applied to to preſent the petition which 
y upon the table, from ſome contractors, and not with any 
perſonal object in view, nor directed by any perſonal motives, 
He had many things to obſerve in his conſideration of the 
ſpeech which the right honourable gentleman had delivered 
in ſo much order, and with ſo much eloquence, that tended 
to ſtrengthen the petition and the arguments upon it. No- 
thing was more clear than, that if the monied intereſt in this 
kingdom be ſuch as the right honourable gentleman ſtated, fo 
very abundant, it became the ſtrongeſt and molt cogent rea- 
lon why bidders ſhould be invited to a competition. Indeed 
no kind of argument had been urged to the contrary. 


Two queſtions then aroſe from the fact, as it ſtood in the 
conſideration 
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conſideration of the Houſe : firſt, whether the conduct of the 
right honourable gentleman, in the bargain for the loan, was 
the faireſt in every point of view, that circumſtances would 
allow ? And ſecondly, if it were not wholly ſo made out, 
whether it would be wiſe and prudent in the Houſe to ſanc- 
tion the loan that he had contracted? In theſe two queſtions, 
Mr, Smith found he had reduced his tafk to a ſhorter com- 
paſs than, upon a general ſurvey of it, he could have ſuppoſed 
himſelf able to do, but in this contraction he was aſſiſted by 
other operations. Some things were laid out of his view alto- 
gether, which, upon his entrance, into the Houſe, he had ima- 
gined muſt have been comprehended in it; one of which was 
the competence of the documents laid down in the petition, 
whole veracity he pre-ſuppoſed might, in ſome degree, have 
been contradicted; but of which he had not heard the right 
honourable gentleman expreſs the ſmalleſt doubt: and ano- 
ther was the impropriety of a competition at all times, which 
he had alſo pre- ſuppoſed might have been urged, and was 

lad to find it given up. According to what he had under- 

ood of the ſtatement of the right honourable gentleman, the 
original intention was to have made it an open loan. The 
point to be diſcuſſed, therefore, was, whether there were ſuf- 
ficient grounds for the exiſting contract, and whether the 
terms of that contract were fach as the Houſe ought to 
ſanction? He might have forgotten ſome other relative at- 
guments, but he believed theſe to be the points on which the 
diſcuſſion depended, | 

With reſpect to the firſt queſtion, he muſt ſay, and he was 
inſtructed to ſay ſo by the petitioners, who conſequently were 
accountable if the ſtatements were untrue, that, on the night 
preceding the 26th of November, on which .day the contract 
with Mr. Boyd was ſigned, that gentleman's memorialhad not 
been preſented, It appeared, therefore, if every thing had 
been liberally and fairly meant on all ſides, not that he thereby 
inſinuated any criminal intention to the right honourable gen- 
tleman, but, if the whole of the proccedings had been liberal 
and fair, the night before the ſigning of the contract would 
not have been the time for the firlt plea of the memorial, 
when notice had been given of an open competition ten days 
before; ſince it was upon the 16th of September, that the 
Governor of the Bank had informed Mr. Morgan of it. 19 
this ſtatement it was remarkable, there had not yet been any 
oppoſition made, or any exception taken, and he held a circu- 


Jar letter in his Hand, written by an honourable Secretary » 
x the 
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the contra gors, wherein a general invitation was given with- 
out any mention of preference Whatever. U 

The grounds for preference in Mr. Boyd's memorial were, 
that Mr.. Boyd -had a leaſe of the monied intereſt for one 
year, or at leaſt to the. laſt payment of the loan for 1795, 
which payment was computed to amount to 5, ooo, oool. and 
might be greatly injured by the intervention of a ſecond con- 
tract, An aflertion which he was prepared, in ſome meaſure, 
to deny; although the five millions were not paid up, he was 
credibly informed, and his informers were ready to prove it, 
that, Liftead of 5,000,000]. remaining in the market, there 
were only 47 7,0001. That was to fay; in the language of 
the Alley, there was a ſum of five millions, which had not 
been written upon the bank books, although it was as well 
known that four millions had been difpoſed of in the market, 
as if they had been written on the books. The memorial 
therefore was true in point of fact, though not in point of 
inference. 

Mr. Smith faid he would put it to every man, poſſeſſing 
any ſhare of common ſenſe, whether there was not nearly as 
much money loſt by the preſent negociation on one part, as 
the 477,000. if it could have been wholly loſt, would have 
been upon the other. Therefore the miniſter might have ſaid 
to the con ractors, © keep your money, let che loan be open, 
and we will run the riſk of your loſſes by paying the deficit.“ 
If any preference were due, it was expreſely due to 
Mr. Morgan, who, three years ago, had made a loan of 
12,000,000l. at which time he objected to another Joan till all 
the ſhares were diſpoſed of, and the loan was made on that 
condition, This happened in February; and yet, in the May 
following, another negociation was entered into for a loan of 
three millions to the Emperor, when the ſhares of 12,000,000. 
were at diſcount, 'I hat loan was the beſt which was ever 
made for this country, Who then had the right of pre- 
_ emption but thoſe perſons who had ſuffered by a former loſs ? 
It was alſo notorious that the greater part of the laſt loan had 
deen (old for a high premium, Nor did a pre- engagement 
with the preſent contractors hold good in all its connections; 
becauſe, although the former contract was made obſtenſibly by 
Mr. Boyd, who was the oſtenſible perſon in the preſent con · 
tract? Mr. Boyd had it again, with a different liſt of indivi- 
duals, Not one of the ſubferibers to the former condition 
had come forward in his own name to aſſert his claim to the 
preſent ; and there was good reaſon for it, becauſe that wis 
worth from twelve to fourtcen per cent. and conſequeatly 
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they had been no loſers by their bargain, Was it not then 
unreaſonable, when ſuch profits had been gained, that, becauſa 
one thirty- ſixth part was not paid up, they ſhould be favoured 
with the pre-emption, to the excluſion of thoſe who had 
actually loſt by a former negociation, and above all, to the 
great diſadvantage of the publick ? To come however to the 
right honourable gentleman's own ſtatements of the ſubject, 
it appeared that, at the time of the negociation in 1794, 
there was an expreſs ſtipulation, reduced to writing, that there 
ſhould be no other loan; but in the preſent caſe, the language 
had been ſo vague and looſe, that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer hardly recollected that there was any engagement of 
the kind. If that right honourable gentleman with ſuch 
powers of recollection, as he was confeſſed to poſſeſs, could 
with difficulty recall ſuch a proviſion having been made, and 
could ſo far have forgotten the ſtipulation as to have an- 
nounced his intention of making an open loan, the engage- 
ment, if it had any actual exiſtence, muſt have been of a 
fender nature indeed. It was evident, moreover, that no de- 
cifive ſtipulation did exiſt; becauſe, when the authority was 
given to the Governor of the Bank of England to announce 
the competition, it was hardly underſtood that any preference 
exiſted. To what amount however was the ftipulation ? 

He had been inſtructed, from two quarters, and they were 
ready to avouch it, but, at any rate he knew he ſhould be cor- 
rected, that, when the petitioners converſed with the miniſter 
about the loan, he ſpoke of the inconveniencies which the 
other contractors complained it would ſubject them to, and 
faid that they thought themſelves entitled to a preference, and 
he thought ſo too. He thought they were entitled to ſome 
degree of attention. Surely this was a phraſe which could 
hardly imply ſo conſiderable a bargain; and it was utterly 
impoſſible — there was an opinion at that time in the mind 
of the miniſter that it could go to that extent. TheJbargain 
reſted then on this ground, that, after ſuch a hint, all com- 
petition was withdrawn as expeditiouſly as poflible. The 
only chance for competition was by bidding, two, three, or 
four per cent. above the contractors, and that was no com- 
petition. Gentlemen had heard, ſome years ago, a great deal 
faid upon Iriſh reciprocity, and this would afford a counter- 
part; it was Iriſh competition. If, in the opinion of perſons 
beſt acquainted with the influenge and variations of the funds, 
and beſt known in continental politics, if, in their opinion, t 
loan had not been worth the 10s. per cent. more which 


the petitioners offered, and they had, in conſequence, 2 
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to take it on the propoſed condition, every one muſt know 
that the contractors for it, afterwards, inflead of getting a 
premium upon the ſhares, muſt have allowed diſcount, Such 
were Meſſrs, Boyd and Co. the contractors for this loan, who, 
from their continental connections, and acquaintance with the 
funds, were conſcious of the worth of the loan to its full 
extent; and if they had rejected it, by that rejection they 
would have manifeſted that it was not worth the having, 
Would not any man prove himſelf an ideot to take it after 
their refuſal, with the additional payment of ten ſhillings per 
cent, ? It proved itſelf therefore to his reaſon, as he imagined 
it muſt do to the reaſon of every man, that the hargain was 
too partial; without meaning any thing invidi6is,” he could 
call it nothing but a pretence of competition. It Was an in- 
vitation to other perſons to ſet the price; to ſay it was a com- 
petition was a mere abuſe of words, | 

So much for the competition and the claim of Mr. Boyd. 
He did not wiſh to dwell on rumours, and therefore only 
mentioned them as ſuch; he had however heard, for a con- 
ſiderable time previous to the contract for the loan, from 
gentlemea whoſe opinions uſually went with the right honour- 
able gentleman, that Mefirs. Boyd were to have it, and that 
odds were publickly offered upon it. Whence could this 
confidence have ariſen, but from ſome knowledge which raey 
muſt have had of the means to ſecure it; and if that were 
really the caſe, he left it to the committee to decide whether 
it was fair to ſtop the competition on ſuch grounds, 

The next queſtion neceſlary to be ſubmitted, Mr. Smith 
ſaid was, whether there was a fair ground for imputing fraud ? 
When it came to the kind of competition that he had tated, 
Mr. Morgan was deſired to conſider of it. Mr. Morgan 
could not confider it; he very properly refuſed to beſtow one 
moment's conſideration on it, and flung himſelf out of the 
room, If other means could have been afterwards deviſed, 
they ſhould have been reſorted to. It was the uniform 
practice of Lord North's adminiſtration to have a meeting one 
day for diſcuſling the particulars of the loan, to let the next 
day intervene to conſider on the terms, and the third day was 
appointed for the contract. Mr. Morgan did not want to 
conkicer of it, but went away in the full and firm perſuaſion 
that nothing would be done at leaſt till Friday. The next 
day he went upon the Stock Exchange, to flate what had 
paſſed to the tubſcribers, and informed them of the little ho 
he entertained of their agreement, when, to his ſurprize, 2 
was informed, that the bargain had been concluded the pre- 
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ceding afternoon by Mr. Boyd. It was extraordinary that 
the preſſure of publick citcumſtances ſhou!d have been fo 
urgent as not to admit the intervention of 2 ſingle day, nor to 
have made it occur to the right honourable gentleman how 
neceſſary it was to ſend an intimation of it. Mr. Smith did 
not know whether all that he had ſtated was correctly true, 
the parties however muſt anſwer for thenſelves, and he be- 
lieved they were ready to affirm it at the bar, and eſtabliſh it 
by evidence. The great difficulty would be, to prove whether 
the other bidders were ready to come forward with imme ſiate 
payment; he had not yet heard any doubts upon that point, 
which he admitted was material, and if there were no doubts, 
the competitors muſt be called in. | 
The while queſtion then reſted here, whether the loan was 
made upon good terms or not? The beſt mode to alcertain 
this wou'd be by referring to former loans. If the preſent 
was at a low premium, it would have the appearance of argu- 
ment in its favour. He compared it with the years 1775 and 
1776, when it fell from one to two and a half per cent. 
diſcount. Had that been the caſe at preſent, it might have 
been (aid to be a bargain, although a cloſe Joan, with the ap- 
pearances of competition. In 1780, indeed, the loan came 
out at 4 per cent. premium, and roſe to a ſeventh and eighth; 
and in 1782 it came out at 10 per cent. premium, and roſe 
afterwards to 11; but it was not in compariſon with the cloſe 
of the American War ; and he ſuppoſed the right honourable 
1 did not wiſh to riſk his character, either of policy, 
nance, or conſtitution, upon a compariſon with that period. 
There was not only a difficulty in raiſing ſums at that time, 
but a conſiderable difficulty of keeping together a majority of 
the houſe, which was, in ſome way, connected with the 
enormous premium on the loans. Their loans were expreſs|y 
and notoriouſly made to keep majorities, He did not ſay that 
ſuch was the caſe at preſent, he did not however deny that 
ſuch an idea might enter the heads of the people. 
Mr. Smith declared tnat for the reaſons he had affigned, he 
believed the ground and arguments of the right honourable 


_ gentleman to conſtitute no inſtance of the real goodneſs of 


the bargain, nor did it appear he had even followed his own 
principle, The year before Jaſt there was a competition for 
12, ooo, oog. ſince which time the right honuurable gentle- 


mar had deviated from his own plan, for the premium of laſt 


year was larger than had been known. In the preient year, 
he ſhould be aſnamed not to ſay, that it had an adventitious 


effect, when a peace might be not far diſtant, and when it 
Ys 4⁰ 
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was laid down broadly that the means of the enemy were only 
ſuficient for a ſmall part of the next year. Under theſe cir- 
cumſtances, with a peace ſtaring them in the face, and ſo much 
money in the market, it was impoſſible, in the nature of things, 
not to drive a good bargain, when the very next day after it 
was made, the contractor fold his loan at 5% premium ; that 
was, for 18, ooo, oool. he gained one million profit. 

Mr. Smith ſaid he was aware that a loan had been at 61 
premium, which, according to the preſent, would be at the 
rate of 1,100,v00l. upon the whole capital; he obſerved 
however the compariſon muſt then be between the two laſt 


ars of the American war, and no other; for it could not be 


reckoned advantageous but in compariſon with theſe, and the 
average premium then was nothing like what the loan at 
preſent bore. The arguments of the right honourable gentle- 
man, therefore, were directly on his fide, inſtead of on the 
| fide of the right honourable gentleman ; if the premium were 
low, competitors were to be had; and if it were high at this 
time, it was a proof that the bargain was not a good one for 
the people. 

He contended that in point of fact, the money might have 
been borrowed at two per cent. leſs. "Theſe very petitioners 
would have granted it at that rate, If no poſitive or actual 
proof could be offercd, it might have been faid, that men, in 
the bitterneſs of diſappointment, and the heat of zeal, had 
merely come forward with aflertions; but the gentlemen 
were ready to give their proof at the bar. He knew, how- 
ever, that heads moſt ready to compute, and the moſt adroit 
in calculation, might ſometimes be miſtaken in their cal- 
culations. 


The queſtions which he begged the Houſe to keep in view 


were, whether a fair competition was likely to produce good to 
the publick; and if that principle had been acted upon, 
whether there might not have been a diminution of the bur- 
thens ? If 400,000]. could have been ſaved, it was worth 
havirg. He would next aſk the Houſe, whether it was not 
fit and becoming in miniſters, whether, indeed, it was not 
their bounden duty, to have procured better terms ? the ſhadow 
of competition that had been ſet up had obviouſly produced 
no good, on the contrary had produced a great deal of miſ- 
chicf. "The miſchief was occaſioned, he ſaid, by the right hon. 
2 arbitration, who did not wait for the propoſal of 

r. Boyd, but made terms for him, and threw him in 6 per 
cent. when he might have had the money upon better terms 
tor the public. Nothing could be more clear than this 
aſſertion; 
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aſſertion ; for, after other competitors had withdrawn, he 
coniefledly propoſed his own terms to Mr. Boyd; and, inſtead 
of allowing two days more to conſider of it, the bargain was 
concluded in the afternoon of the ſame day, upon the miniſter's 
own ſuggeſtion. Having urged that point very ſtrongly, Mr. 
Smita faid, he wiſhed to know if the right honourable gen- 
tleman had any means of petting rid of the difficulty ? 

He knew that the right honourable gentleman had not pro- 
ceeded in the affair of the loan, without communicating his 
proceedings to other perſons, and he thought it juſtice to them 
to {ay that he had no reaſon to doubt of their integrity and 
ability; he could not ſay, however, that thoſe were the moſt 
proper perſons to conſult, who had an intereſt in making 
the terms to the public as high as poffible. He knew not why 
the governor or depuiy governor of the Bank of England, 
either from character or fortune, were more intallible than 
other men ; but he knew that, by the rules of that Houſe, no 
perſon could retain a ſeat in it while he enjoyed a penſion, nor 
could a placeman remain there till re-elected. On this prin- 
ciple he withed the governor and deputy governor of the 
Bank had not been conſulted ; becauſe they were officially en- 
titled to a conſiderable part of the loan; and — no 
perſon could contend that they were proper perſons, as they 
could not be ſtated to he perfectly diſintereſted in the event of 
the bargain. The amount of the premium of the governor. 
alone exceeded that ſum which his Majeſty was unable to 
grant from his civil lift, namely, 12001. He muſt ſay, there- 
fore, that the perſons conſulted ought to have been as diſin- 
tereſted as poſſible. | 

He wiſhed every gentleman preſent to ſeparate the cenſure 
of an improvident bargain, and the neceflity of the Houſe to 
ſanction the ſupply, as much as poſſible. He did not with to 
puſh cenſure ; though he could not argue, if the Houſe ſhould 
refuſe to ſanction the engagement, that the refuſal would 
imply cenſure; but he was bound to diſcharge his duty, 
though it ſhould lead to a vote of that extent. 

In regard to future bargains, he denied that the refuſal 
would have an embarraſſing or dangerous effect. If the ſanction 
of that Houſe muſt be given to every meaſure which a miniſter 
choſe to underſake, the ſanction itſelf was reduced to a futile 
and nugatory propoſition, He was very ready, therefore, 
to declare that circumſtances might warrant any gentleman to 
ſay that he would not ſanction the loan, although he would 
not withdraw his confidence. On the other hand, the ſanc- 


not of this loan went directly to prevent all future compe- 
dition 
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tition, On the preſent occaſion it had been underſtood, that 
it would be an open loan, and that bidders would be received 

on equal terms. Hence a number of prom made proviſion, 
either by ſelling out their ſtock, or raiſing ſums for the pur- 
poſe. Would any gentlmen do fo in future, unleſs they had 
previous reaſon to ſuppoſe they ſhould actually have the loan, 
when they did not know that a perſon might not come forward 
in twelve hours after their arrangements upon grounds how- 
ever light and frivolous, to ſuperſede them ? rA call for the 
queſtion. 

Mr. Smith faid, he had gone through every point. He 
was not ſurpriſed to hear the queſtion called for, eſpecially 
when he recollected that he had neither placed his arguments 
in ſuch a lucid view as the right honourable gentleman, nor 
mixed them with general topics, ſuch as the right honourable 
gentleman often found opportunity to introduce with ſo much 
ſatisfaction to a part of the Houſe, and with ſo much enter- 
taignment to the whole. He muſt obſerve, however, that when 
gentlemen betrayed eagerneſs at ſuch a time, it implied that 
they did not entertain a very correct regard to the intereſts of 
their conſtituents or their own duty; and there never was a- 
moment when thoſe conſiderations were preſſed upon them 
more than at that moment. They were preſſed to the conſi- 
deration of the queſtion by the plenty of money which was 
{tated to be floating in the country among the higher orders, 
whereby the competition was more likely to have been rene * 
dered beneficial to the public. They never could be more 
preſſed to the conſideration, than when the taxes, already moſt 
enormous, were encreaſed, when the country was coming to 
the ſituation when the lower claſſes of the payers of the taxes 
were worſe off than their fellow creatures who obtain relief 
from the poor-rates, and when not only 400, oool. but even 
40,000]. was a proper object of inveſtigation. He begged 
pardon for detaining the Houſe ſo lony, and for the prolix and 
irregular manner in which he had expreſſed his ſentiments z 
but as he had only received ſome anſwers upon the ſubject a 
quarter of an hour before he roſe to ſpeak, he hoped to receive 
ſome degree of indulgence z and concluded by moviag, that, 
after the reſolution for granting the 18,000,000]. to his Ma- 
jeſty was agreed to, the chairman of the committee ſhould 
report progreſs, in order that, when the Houſe was reſumed, 
he might move for an enquiry into the manner -in which the 
loan had been contracted tor. 64-16 : 

{ This mode of procceding he adopted at the ſuggeſtion rs 
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the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Fox, as being the moſt 
regular. 

The firſt reſolution, for granting the Loan of 18, ooo, oool. 
was then read and paſſed. After which the queſtion was put, 
that the chairman ſhould report progreſs, which was carried. 
On the queſtion being put, that Mr, Hobart ſhould leave the 
Chair, | 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that, after the able manner in which the ſub- 
ject of the Loan had been treated by his honourable friend 
(Mr. Smith) it would not be neceſſary for him to enter into it 
at large. He would only premiſe the few obſervations he had 
to make, by declaring that his not entering upon the conſider- 
ation of the taxes that were announced, which be would take 
another opportunity to examine, was not to be conſtrued into 
an approbation of them. Some of them he diſapproved in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, as he could not perceive that they afforded 
any ſecurity for the intereſt of the money they were intended 
to provide. His honourable friend had preſſed a queſtion of 
great importance to the point under conſideration, which he 
would again propoſe to the right honourable gentleman op- 
poſite. He would aſk, What was the nature of the engage- 
ment with the ſubſcribers to the laſt year's loan, which had 
induced him to act in ſo extraordinary a manner? He could 
not conceive it to be of a very explicit or preciſe nature, ſince 
the right honourable gentleman had forgot it entirely, till ſub. 
ſequent circumſtances had recalled it to his recollection. He 
wiſhed to know whether he was bound to thoſe ſubfcribers by 
any ſpecific contract. It he was not, upon what principle 
could he juſtify the mode in which the bargain was concluded ? 
It he was, why did he ſend notice to the perſons, whole 
complaints were preferred againſt the tranſactions, that it was 
to be conducted by open competition? He had givenout that it 
was to be open, and had not given intimation that it was to be 
qualified. In putting this queſtion, he could not heſitate as 
to the anſwer. The right honou:able gentleman muſt have 
been aware, that any obligation here incurred muſt have been 
very important, and yet it had eſcaped his memory. He per- 
ceived, from what had been ſaid, that it had been inferred, trom 
the ſtipulation of. the payment of the Joan before February, 
1796, that no other loan was to take place previous to that 
period. That, however, could not be conſidered as a ſpecific 
engagement, nor juſtify the line of conduct the miniſter had 
purſued. The men who had thus been diſappointed, ſuſtained 
a very ſevere loſs as individuals, and the public would ulti- 
mately be affected by the principle which bad been eſtabliſhed, 


Future loans, ſhould new ones unfortunately be 1 
ou 
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would experience the had conſequences of the manner in 
which the preſent had been ſettled. The laſt payment of the 
loan for the preſent year was, he underſtood, in December, 
17963 the conſequence of which would be, that if the war 
unfortunately continued throughout the year, if the expence 
unfortunately continued to exceed the calculation made for 
defraying it, if the country was unfortunately in a ſituation 
to require parliament to meet next October, or if, on the 
ſuppoſition that there were no financial reaſons for contracting 
early tor the loan, it might be found expedient, in a political 
view, in order to ſhew the enemy the amplitude of our re- 
ſources, and the energy of our exertions; would not the 
miniſter be under the ſame engagement then that he was at 
the preſent moment, and be equally debarred from all the ad- 
vantages of an open loan? If this had been the word of the 
miniſter, his character might, indeed, be involved; but the 
conſequences to the country were more important to be con- 
ſidered, and its operation upon future loans. If there were 
really an obligation of faith, even that he would contend, was 
violated, His obligation was not given to Meſſts. Boyd and 
Company, but to the ſubſcribers to the loan, none of whom 
ſtood upon the liſt of the preſent year. As the real ſubſcri- 
bers of laſt year, therefore, were not conſulted, to whom 
alone any pledge could be underſtood to be given, the very 
engagement on which the preſent extraordinary conduct of 


the miniſter was juſtified, had been ſubſtantially violated. 


Theright hoaourable gentleman had departed from that prin- 
ciple of competition which he had formally extolled fo highly. 
The very ſame circumſtances which had occaſioned a depar- 
ture from it would be likely again to occur, and to cauſe a 
ſimilar deviation, He declared he was ready to exculpate the 
right honourable gentleman from any imputation of fraud in 

this tranſaction but he could not exculpate him from a groſs 
degree of inattention, in making the ſtipulations for the laſt 
year's loan, in having come under ſuch an engagement in 

January laſt, as for ever to preclude him from his favourite 

plan of competition. He called upon the committee to reflect 

on the honourable gentleman's own language reſpecting com- 
petition on different occaſions. In 1793 a loan was made 
on the worſt and moſt extravagant terms ; and the only de- 

fence which was ſet up for it was, that it was made by com- 

petition, He then contended, that, in a conſtitutional view, 
we were greater gainers by the mode in which the loan had 

been made, than we were loſers in a financial view from the 

diſadvantageous nature of the terms. At that time he had 
Vor. II. 1795. Mm agreed 
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agreed with the right honourable gentleman in the principle 
and differed with him only on the mode of competition. The 
next year he purſued his plan of competition. And what was 
the conſ-quence ? A loan of eleven millions was raifed on 
more advantageous terms than was almoſt ever known. 

The Houſe would recollect the triumph of the right honour. 
able gentleman upon that occaſion, and his boaſt that he had 
combined conſtitutional with financial advantages. No 
ſooner, however, was the ſyſtem of competition approved by 
its ſucceſs, than it was inſtantly abandoned; and though the 
right honourable gentleman had prepared the plan of compe- 
tition, when it only anſwered conſtitutionally, he deſerted it 
when it anfwered both conſtitutionally and financially. In 
the preſent inſtance all his conadence repoſed in the goodneſs 
of the terms. For his own part, Mr. Fox ſaid, he thought 
that the terms were extremely bad. It was with much con- 
cern he heard of a deviation from the gꝭod old cuſtom of al- 
lowing twenty-four hours to intervene between the firſt meet- 
ing upon the ſubject and the concluſion of the bargain. 

e alfo had occaſion to repeat an obſervation which he had 
made Jal year, that if the ſtocks roſe, then all the advantage 
was on the ſide of the individual; whereas, if they fell, there 
was no legal, or, at leaſt, no practical mode of enforcing the 
bargain. Le loan, therefore, ought to be contracted for upon 
a fair eſtimste of the average price of ſtocks, with a due re- 
gard both to the intereſts of the country, and the juſt profit 
of the individual. Mr. Fox entered into a compariſon be- 
tween the terms of Jait year's loan and of the preſent, and 
contended that a loan on the three per Tents was negotiable on 
much more advantageous terms than on any other ſtock, be- 
cauſe it gave a greater Capital to the lender. The price of 
ſtock was alſo higher than it was laſt year a better bargain 
was therefore to have been expected upon that ground. Thus, 
in time of peace, a loan might be negociated with a much 
ſmaller b:nus than at any other time. | 

He next compared the preſent loan with that of 1783. That 
joan had been made in very unfzyourable circumſtances, and 
he allowed it to be a very bad one for the country. Would a 
bad loan in 1783 however Juſtify the Houſe in acceding to a 
bad one in 1795? Would it juſtify them in acquicſcing in 
the terms of the Joan then propoſed, in the prefent circum- 
ſtances ? clearly not, for they were not obtained by competi- 
tion, It might be ſaid, that it was eafy for individuals to cir- 
culate reports of what terms they would have offered. But 
it was not a ſecret confined to a few hands; it was _—_— 
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tnat a great number of perſons had collected an immenſe ſum 
of money for paying the firſt inſtallments ; and how were they 
diſappointed ? becauſe the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
under ſome obligation, which he did not recollect, and which 
made it een, for him to reject a competition. And this re- 
jection he made, not in the moſt manly wav, by talking of a 

competition, and, at the fame time, by propoſing it on ſuch 
term# that no man, in his ſenſes, ad ever have thought of 
entering into it, He firſt declared that there was to be a com- 
p2tition to the governor of the bank; and whe! 1, upon this in- 
ſormation, Ar. Morgan, and his friends had waitcd upon him 
to give in their propoſ: ils, the terms were ſuch that no man 


could acquieſce in them. One very extraordinary circume - 


ſtance, which he had mentioned in his ſpeech, he could not for- 
bear to notice, namely, that he had made his own terms with 
Mr. Boyd. That any man, on an occaſi. ton of that nature, 
ſhould venture to truſt the Chancellor of the Exchequer to ſet- 
tle the terms of a loan between him and the public, mewed 
that the gentleman muſt indeed have had very imp'icit confi- 
dence in him, to truſt him in the official ſituation which he 
held as a referee and arbitrator. Such extreme generoſity, 
ſuch a boldneſs of confidence, ſeemed to him to prove rather 
too much The tranſaction might be conitdered in a double 
point of view; as an injury to the etitioners, and as 4 loſs to 
the country. To. Mr. Morgan it was clearly a {eriqus loss, 
his money being called in for the purpoſe of m "ly 7 this appli- 
cationof it; andto the publicthere was, firſt, a lofs 414 oh, 00. 
That however was the leaſt part of the public injury. 
By deſerting the plan of competition, he had outraged a funda- 
mental principle of che conſtitution, laid a precedent of which 
corrupt miniſters might in future avail themſeves, muck to the 
detriment of the public, and checked ſor ever the fpirit of ad- 
venture in the monies intereſt of the kingdom. Who, in fu- 
ture, would be inclined to follow Mr. Morgan's example ? In 
Vain the yovernce of the bank might give "out that there was 
an open loan; he would not be believed, In vain mi. zht he 
allure the chats that there would be a fair competition; a 
previous obligation would always be ſuſpected Mr. Morgan 
and his friends, for two months paſt, had boaſted they would 
have the loan; becauſe, from their particular ideas of the ſtate 
of public affairs, they thought that they could offer terms more 
a Tee, to the public t than any other perſons. The auſwe 
they received was, no; you will not; for whether it is deter 
mind by competition, of without ca: npstition, Mr. Boyd will 
get it, When giele facts were known, woals it not be the opi- 
nion 
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nion of the public, that the plan of competition was for ever 
abandoned, becauſe the principles on which it was purſued were 
abandoned? He wiſhed to know if it was the intention of ad- 
miniſtration to propoſe a loan to the emperor ; and if it was, 
whether the miniſter was under engagement to give it the con- 
tractors for the preſent loan? He had many obiections to wake 
to the ſtatement contained in the budget, and particularly to 
ſome of the taxes; but he would not enter into any diſcaſſion 
upon theſe topics, till the preſent important queſtion was diſ- 
- poſed of. . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he knew of no agree- 
ment which had been entered into reſpecting a loan to he em- 
peror. With regard to the general queſtion, whether, by his 
conduct in the adjuſtment of the preſent loan, he was to be con- 
ſidered as departing from the principle of competition, he heſi- 
tat: d not to fay, that ſuch was by no means his intention; on 
the contrary, hi retained us ſtrong an attachment to that mode 
as ever. With regard to the preſent inſtance, it remained 
for the committee to judge of the peculiar circumſtances 
under which he had departed from this principle; it could 
not however by any juſt inference follow, that, - becauſe 
there were exceptions to a rule in particular caſes, that 
therefore he had abandoned the rule altogether. Were the 
maxims preſſed upon him to be followed up, there muſt 
be an obſtinate adherence to one particular ſy{tem under 
all ſuppoſeable caſes that might occur, or otherwiſe he muſt 
be expoſ-d te the charge of a fruitleſs departure from a given 
rule for ſome improper purpoſes. He could not admit the 
force of either of theſe ſuppoſitions. It had been objected 
that, by his agrerment with Meſſrs. Boyd and Co, he had 
prevented other. offers ; he knew not whether that was truc 
or not; at any rate, the queſtion which he was bound 
to conſider was ſimply, whether the terms which had been 
offered were fuch as he ought to be ſatisfied with? He ap- 
prehended he had aſſigned ſatisfactory reaſons on that point, 
and for ſhewing why, in the preſent inſtance, he ought not to 
encgurage A competition. 6 

It had been obſerved, that Meſſrs. Morgan and Co. had 
attended to receive, rather than to make propolals, and that 
they had withdrawn Without any being made to them. He 
proceeded to relate, that at that interview he h.d ſufficiently 
Explained the terms of the loan; and likewiſe that, in addi- 
tion to the eighteen millions to be borrowed, there was a poſ- 
fibility of funding five millions more of the navy debt, in ad- 
dition to the advance of a loan of three millions to the Em- 

| peror 
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peror. The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) had 
entered into a compariſon of the terms of the preſent» loan 
with that of laſt year. He had obſerved, that the price of 
ſtocks fell during the diſcuſſion. Upon that point, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer ſa d, he had fortunately by him, and 
would read to the committee, the component parts of that 
loan, and the price of ſtocks, when that bargain was made. 
From that ſtatement {which he read) gentlemen would ſee, 
that the bonus of the preſent loan was ſomewhat leſs than the 
former, and not more than it was neceſſary to give under all 
exiſting circumſtances. It had, indeed, been ſaid, that it 
muſt be expected that the bonus ſhould be leſs when the 
ſtocks are higher than they were laſt year, but he obſerved 
the riſe of the funds was little more than 3 per cent. higher 
than they were at the time of the former loan. It had alſo 
been remarked, taat the bonus ſhould be conſiderably leſs fince 
the capital had been principally made in the 3“ per cents. 
Upon theſe points the authority of a noble lord, (Lord Stan- 
hope) when a member of that houſe had been ſtated, but 
was any gentleman ready to profeſs himſelf willing to go to 
the ſame extent with that noble lord in his opinions and prin- 
ciples. He went over the leading principles which he had laid 
down onopening his ſpeech, and produced a paper which ſtated 
the rates of intereſt of different loans, He particularly noticed 
the terms of the loan of 1794, when the ſyſtem of competi- 
tion had been ſtated to be carried to its utmoſt heizht ; then 
the 3 per cents. were 675, and the 4 per cents. 83 and odd; 
the rate of intereſt on the eleven millions then borrowed was 
41. 118. per cent. in the preſent loan it was ſtated at about 
4l. 138. and. though this loan had been branded as fo enor- 
mouſly extravagant, it was evident taat there was not the 


difference of 28. 6d. of a loan of eighteen millions, compared 


with a loan of twelve millions, and that at the advanced period 
of the fourth year of the war in wamch we were engaged. 
Was this loan then, he aſked, ſo bad, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons were called upon to refute to give it their ſanction ? 
This he could not believe; and he truſted that, conſidering 
all circumſtances, the houſe would not ſtamp it with its dif- 
approbation : ſure he was that he had nothing to reflect upon 

himſelf for in the preſent tranſaction. | 
Mr. Fox remarked, that in the preſent loan there was only 
6s, 6d. taken in Long Annuities, „chens the joan in 1794 
was 123 6d. He oblerved alfo, that part of that loan was in 
the 4 per cents. whereas the preſent was in the 3 per cents, 
He thought it ſtrange that the 4 per cents. then thould be 
within 
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within one per cent. of what they were at preient, whilſt the 
3 per cents, ſhould be above 3]. leis in value than at this time, 
On the ſubjed of competition, which the right honourable gen- 
tleman had profefiea to adopt, he could not help obſerving, 
that fifty-one nullions and a half, which that gentleman had 
had occaſion to borrow for the public in the courſe of tlie 
prefent war, fifte:n millions had been raiſed by competition, 
and thirty-!1x millions by cloſe contrat-; ſich had been che 
exception to the general rule, which the right honourable 
gentleman pretended ſo much to approve! 

The Chanciller of the Exchequer explained the terms of the 
loan of 1794. | 

Sir Francis Baring remarked, that if the additional diſ- 
count were reckoned, it would make che terms of the pre- 
fent loan above 7I. per cent. He alio poiate out « material 
difference between the *preſent loan and that of 1783, when 
the miniſter had not the benefit of the Sinking Fund, as at 
prefent, 

Mr. V. Smith reverted to the tranſactions with Meſflrs. 
Morgan and Melliſh, and obſerved, that though they could 
not be ſaid to know exactly the terms which the minifter was 
to offer, yet they could not be ignorant, that, in addition to 
the eighteen millions, a certain number of Navy Bills were 
to be funded; and that they, with their friends, who were 
ready to offer for the eighteen millions, were at the ſame 
time ready to offer for more, x 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he roſe to make one obſervation : the 
rizht honourable gentleman had admitted that he had been 
in an error with reipect to what had palled in January with 
Mr. Boyd; that when he came to carry his project of con- 
petition into execution. he had, for the firſt time, diſcovered 
that he was entangled in an engagement, of which he Was 
not before aware; and that had it not been for that he would 
have proceeded to make a loan by competition. He thought 
it extraordinary that, in tranſacting this loan, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman ſhould have forgot the circumſtances 
that paſſed in converſation with Mr. Boyd, In a former 
converfation with Mr. Morgan, the right honourable gen- 
tleman was, he ſaid, chargeable with the ſame forgettulneſs 


as to the circumſtance of the Imperial loan; that Mr. Morgan 


and his friends had taken fire at this, and had poſted up a paper 
in the Stock Exchange, (which Mr. S. read) ſtating, that, other 
funding had taken place, of the 11 millions, and the Navy Eills 
of the two millions, and Exchequer Bill, of two millions, 


ſigned Godichal, Morgan, and Angerſtein: he thought it 
lome- 
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lymewhat extraordinary, that, after this rebuke which the 
right honourable gentleman had received, he ſhould omit 
being explicit, whether or not there was to be another Auſ- 
trian loan. He aflerted, that the effect of this negligence 
would be a total loſs of character, as to punctuality of buſi- 
neſs, a great pecuniary injury to Mr, Morgan and his friends, 
ard a loſs to the public of near 400,000]. ſterling. How far 
ſach a loſs was criminal, he ſhould leave to the committee; 
The queſtion he wiſhed to aſk was, whether the right ho- 
nourable gentleman conitdered himſelf bound to contract no 
new loan till the laſt payment on the former one was made 
doc? 

The Chancellsr of the Exchequer anſwered this queſtion in 
the affirmative z and explained the nature of the negotiation 
which he had entered into reſpecting the Imperial loan. 

Mr. Sheridan inſiſted that Mr. Morgan proceeded not upon 
rumour, but upon official documents, with reſpect to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer's contracting for the Imperial 
loan. j | 

Mr. Huey reminded che Chancellor of the Exchequer how 
much the bo71s increaſed the intereſt of the loan. He thought 
he was blameable for the manner in which he had diſpoſed of 
the loan; and calculated the difference between 9o, oool. 
which he had ſaved by'giving the loan to Mr. Boyd, and the 
loſs of 333,000l. which was ready to be given by Meflrs. 
Morgan and others. He declared he had a commiſſion to 
ſtate this tothe houſe; and then read a letter (dated that day) 
from Mr. Morgan to Mr. Pitt, ſtating the advantageous 
terms to the public on which he had offered to take the 
loan, And another letter, ſigned by Dimſdale and Co. and 
other Bankers, declaring, that, in caſe Mr. Morgan's offer 
to contract for the loan was accepted, they would engage to 
become the ſecurity for making the payment of 101, per cent. 
on Thurſday the roth inftant. 

The Chancellar of the Exchequer declard, that until the ho- 
nourable gentleman produced and read thoſe letters, he had 
never ſeen, nor heard of them; and he afked whether 
2 letter, produced under ſuch circumſtances, and after the 
barzain had been concluded, was a fair proceeding or 
would induce the committee to ſuſpend coming to a deter- 
mination on the ſubjedt? In anſwer to a remark which 
hid been made, he declared, he had not ſaid that a race for 
competition was a race for gain, whillt he conſidered it for 
the advantage of the public; that by the bargain he had you 

clud 


20 
7. | 
_ 


— IRE. —— 
rr 
* 2 i 2 1 
— 1 


c 
* 


I" 
-— * 
Cana - - 


, ; 
"+ 
4 

| 
. 
34 
1 
| 
| i 


' 


— 


” . — — SW * wy 
SO) OS 4a m0 ng A one —— 2 — I, — — — y . 
a k - _ — aſh — — — 2 7 _ "We | 
. _ * fe — 6 a, a” * 1 . — W Ry — 8 
- 5 2 WY 2 (N. ©, b 
% 8 * * Je 


1 
5 


F iEz=rF: == rw Coo cw 
WL A 


Canons — K - 
2 — = 
> wa . 
— 
* 
. 6 SS 


* * 
2 Pp ag 0 6 4%,4- * r < 
* 149% 5 N +. 1 


— as » hu 4 ht 5 2 P », l * — 50 
een — W — 
* o * > a. _ 9 * - BE * ” 4 — 
= 
L , = * 2 — W = 1 « 


„ 


u WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS,” fſCommonss 


cluded, he had deprived monied men from agreeing to the 
loan, on terms net much exceeding four and a half per cert, 

Mr. Huſſey explained reſpecting the contents of the paper 
which had been read by Mr. Sheridan, and ſtuck up at the 
Stock Exchange. The queſtion was loudly called for. 
Mr. ekjll ſaid, that the impatience of the houſe for the 
queſtion could not add much to its credit or character, wee 
they to think, for a moment, that in this diſcuſſion was in- 
volved the voting away a ſum of not leſs than half a million 
of their conſtituentsꝰ money. He roſe in conſequence of what 
had fallen from the right honourable gentleman oppoſite, who 
had uniformly praiſed the ſyſtem of public competition for 
loans, and now had deviated from it upon what he called 
ſpecial grounds. He wiſhed that it ſhould be known what 
| theſe ſpecial grounds were, and recalled the attention of the 
houſe to what he had ſaid carly in the ſeſſion relative to certain 
fictitious bills, purporting to be drawn from Hamburgh by 
Mr. Boyd, though he belicved they had been drawn in Lon- 
don, and accepted by Meſſrs. Roſe and Long of the Treaſurr, 
They were ſent into the market for dilcount: the Bank 
would not touch them; he underſtood however that ſome 
private individuals had diſcounted them; and an honourable 
friend of his having mentioned the roth of December as the 
day when the firſt inſtalment of the loan was required, it 
became a curious fact that it was the preciſe. day on which all 
thoſe celebrated bills run to, although they were drawn at 
different dates when firit iflued. This, in his mind, carricd 
with it a preſumptive evidence of the cauſe why Mr. Boyd 
was to have the preference, and all open competition was {hut 
out. The right honourable gentleman had deſired him to 
name a day for an enquiry into this ſubject when he firſt ſtated 
it; he knew too well the fate of enquiries of that fort, and 
the manner in which they had been got rid of: ſtill, how- 
ever, he muſt inſiſt that the circulation of theſe bills was a 
mean, ſhabby, diſgraceful trick; fo ſcandalous that it was 
beneath the character of a ſtateſman, and more like.the laſt 
reſort of a ſwindling trader. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that if the learned 
gentleman choſe to name a day, he was icady to go into any 
enquiry reſpecting theſe Bills. 

Mr. Fox conſidered that as a poor excuſe, when the right 
honourable gentleman's credit and honour were concerned. 
He thought Mr. Morgan had been ili uſed, and deceived into 
a riſk of a conſiderable ſum of money; and that he had 2 
right to come forward, and {tte to the public that he was _ 
ready 
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ready to make them a more advantageous offer. Mr. Fox 
obſcrved that the right honeurable gentleman had never an- 
ſwered the queſtion, whether, when he gave Mr. Morgan 
_ reaſon to think that there would be a fair competition, he had 

at that time any circumſtance in his mind which he knew 
would prevent him from giving Mr. Morgan and his friends 
that open competition which was held out? He complained 
of the miſchievous effects both to Mr. Morgan and his friends, 
and the public «t large, which had reſulted from the want of 
this explicit information. He ſaw no reaſon why the com- 
mitttee of the Houſe of Commons ſhould adopt the moſt 
expenſive plan, becauſe of the improvident engagements of 
the miniſter, If they were forced to become a party, he 
thought it ſhould be a party to the beſt bargain, which was the 
ficſt engagement of the miniſter with Mr. Morgan. 

The queſtion was put on Mr. Smith's motion, when there 
were, 


Nees - ” 237 
Ayes - - 27 
Majority, - 210 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TvuEsDay, December 8. 


The Bills on the table were read a ſecond time. 

A petition was preſented from Liverpool, praying the legiſ- 
lature to adopt ſuch meaſures as are neceſſary to reſtrain ſedi- 
tious meetings. 

A meſſage was delivered from his Majeſty, by the Duke of 
Portland, ſtating that his Majeſty would relinquiſh the amount 
ariſing from the ſale of the prizes taken from the ſubjects of 
the United States of Holland, after deducting the claims of 
the captors, for the public ſervice. 

Lord Walſingham moved an addreſs of thanks to bis Ma- 


jeſty for his gracjous communication; which was agreed to ac- 


cordingly. 


' Ordered, that the Houſe be ſummoned for Wedneſday the 
gth, Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TukspAx, Dec. 8. 


After the names of the members were called over, purſu- 
ant to the Order of the Day, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer brought up the following Meſſage from the King, which 
was read by the Speaker, the Members ſtanding and unco- 


vered. 
G.R. 


« His Majeſty, relying on the aſſurances which he has received from his ſaith- 
ful Commons, of their determination to ſupport his Majeſty in thoſe exertions 
which are neceſſary under the preſent circumſſances, recommends it to this Houſe 
to conſider of making proviſion towards enabling his Majeſty to defray any ex- 
traordinary expences which may be incurred for the ſervice of the enſuing year, 
and to take ſuch meaſures as the exigencies of affairs may require, His Majeſty, 
on this occaſion, thinks proper to acquaint the Houſe, that the criſis which was 
depending at the commencement of the preſent ſeſſion, has led to ſuch an order 
of things in France, as will induce his Majeſty, conformably to the ſentiments 
which he has already declared, to meet aay diſpoſition for negociation on the part 
of the enemy, with an earneſt deſire to give it the fulleſt and ſpeed'eft effect, and 
to conclude a treaty for a general peace, whenever it can be effected on juſt and 
ſuitable terms for himſelf and his allies, 

« It is his Majeſty's earneſt wiſh, that the fpirit and determination mani- 
ſeſted by Parliament, added to the recent and important ſucceſſes of the Auſtrian 
armies, and to the continued and growing embarraſiments of the enemy, may 
ſpeedily conduce to the attainment of this object, on ſuch grounds as the 
Juſtice of the cauſe in which this country is engaged, and the fituation of affairs, 
may entitle his Majeſty to expect. G. R. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequet, after the meſſage was 
read, regretted the abſence of Mr, Grey, who had given no- 
rice of a motion reſpeCting peace; as he wiſhed to know whe- 
ther, after the meſſage which had been read, that gentleman 
would bring forward his motion. If he did, Mr, Pitt ſaid, 
he would defer the conſideration of the meſſage till after a 
deciſion had taken place on the propoſition of the honourable 
gentleman ; but if he thought fit to poſtpone his motion re- 
ſpecting peace, then he would move that the King's meſſage 
be taken into immediate conſideration. 

The following Meſlage was then delivered: 


G. R. 
« His NMajefty thinks proper to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, that a con- 
ſiderable di viſion of ſhips, having on board foreign troops in the ſervice of Great 


Britain, having been diſperſed and damaged, while on their palage ſrom the rivers 
Elbe 
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Elbe and Weſer to Spithead, the place of rendezyous appointed for the convoy 
under which it was intended they ſhould be ſent on diftant foreign ſervice, his 
Majeſty has found it unavoidably necefary to order the ſaid troops to be di ſem- 
barkea, and to be ſtationed in barracks near Southamnton, and in the Ifle of 
Wight; and at the ſame time has given directions that they ſhall be re-embarked, 
and ſent to the place of their deſtination, as ſoon as the tranſports neceſſary for 
their accommodation and conveyance ſhall be in readineſs to receive them, the 
neceſtary orders for that purpoſe having, by his Majeſty's command, been already 
given, G. R.“ 
PETITIONS, 


A petition was preſented from the Magiſtrates and Com- 
mon Council of the Borough of Kilmarnock, complaining 
of ſeditious meetings, and in favour of the Bills. 

A converſation took place between Mr. Sheridan, Mr, 
Dundas, and the Lord Advocate, reſpecting the ſignatures to 
the petition ; after which the petition was ordered to lie on 


the table. 
REPORT OF THE BUDGET. 


Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the reſolutions“ of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, which was read a firſt 
time, 

On the motio!: for its being read a ſecond time, 

Mr. Curtoen admitted, that the taxes of the preſent year 
were, in general, as unexceptionable as any that could be 
expected to be propoſed ; but that which laid a new burthen 
on horſes of a certain deſcription, he conceived to be liable to 
very conſiderable objections. The deſcription he alluded to, 
was the horſes kept for agricultural purpoſes by the holders of 
ſmall farms, and particularly ſuch as were employed in turf 
farms, in the carriage of coals drawn in carts by fingle hor- 
ſes. The miniſter, by repealing the duties formerly impoſed 
on carts of this deſcription, ſhewed that, even in his opinion, 
farmers of this kind were not proper objects of taxation. 
He hoped, therefore, that this part of the tax would meet with 
ſome modification. 

The Speaker ſaid he was unwilling to interrupt the honour- 
able gentleman while he was ſpeaking, but he wiſhed then to 
obſerve, that if gentlemen had any obſervations to make 1:pon 
the report generally, this was the proper time; if their 
remarks only went to particular parts, it would be more or- 
derly to advert to them, when the Clerk came to thoſe reſolu- 
tions, to which their animadverſions might refer. 
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Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he conceived that any matters of ex- 
planation or of ſuggeſtion might as well be made in the pre- 
ſent ſtage, as it would give members an opportunity of 
remarking further when the particular queſtion came to be 
voted; an opportunity for which they had the more occaſion, 
from their being limited to ſpeaking once to any particular 
queſtion when the Houſe was not ina committee. He ſhould 
be extremely averſe to oppoſing any taxes that might be brought 
forward in the preſent exigencies of the country ; and what he 
had to offer was more with a view to draw the miniſter's 
attention to thuſe objections that muſt occur, and to the ne- 
ceſſity of their being obviated, than to come forward at pre- 
ſet with any poſitive oppoſition. | 

He perfectly agreed with his hon, friend in the objections 
ſtated to the duty on cart horſes for coals, turt, and other 
purpoſes of agriculture, and thought the intended tax a viola- 
tion of thoſe principles which the right hon. gentleman had 
profeſſed, when he repealed thoſe duties upon carts, wains, &c. 
which were formerly laid upon them. The propoſed tax on 
horſes was a departure from that rule, and was even a heavier 
duty than the ſum then enacted; in the preſent inſtance innu- 
meradle difficulties might occur, According to the reſolution 
then propoied, the duty would not only bear upon horſes of 
the deſcription alluded to, but alſo upon horfes employed in 
ploughing; and as no particular age was ſpecified, upon<olts 
and fillies as well as any other. 1 was ſaid to be but a ſmall 
tax, but when the principle was eftabliſhed, how was the ap- 
plication to be limited? The very reſolutions themſelves 
proved the progreſſive riſe which had taken place in the taxes 
impoſed by the right hon. gentleman when the duty on horſes 
kept for pleaſure was doubled. In his mind it was a fallacious 
calculation to proceed upon, that the farmers, from the pre- 
ſent high rate of corn, poſſeſſed advantages which would 
amply compentate for this new duty, as the tax bore with 
greatelt ſeverity upon the pooreſt farmers; and even thoſe of 
more extenſive concerns, found the increaſe of poor rates, and 
other additional expences, enough to balance what they might 
have gained in the increaſed price of wheat. He ſhould 
therefore move, that all horſes employed in farming, and con- 
nected with purpoſes of agriculture, ſhould be exempted from 
this tax. 

He alſo diſapproved of the duty being doubled on thoſe 
horſes which were kept for pleaſure, &c. and if the miniſter 
thought it would not affect the number of hories ſo uſed, he 
believed he would find himſelf to have ated upon a very raſh 
| a calculation. 
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calculation. This conſideration naturally led to the double 
expence of licenſe, that was impoſed upon the horſe-dealer, 
which was an unjuſt impoſition, at the time when the mea- 
ſures of the legiſlature muſt inevitably produce a diminution 
of the demand. On the whole, he was of opinion, that the 
revenue would be no gainer by thoſe regulations ; and that, 
after much miſchief was done, the miniſter would find it to 
be a tax that was not worth retaining. 5 

As it might ſave the time of the Houſe upon ſome future 
occaſion, he would refer ſhortly to the tax upon the tranſ- 
miſſion of property by way of legacy, and by the will of teſ- 
tators, which was liable, upon the firit bluſh, to ſuch a crowd 
of objections, that he could not help thinking it would be 
found in the detail totally fmpracticable. If the duty was 
laid upon fee fimple eſtates, it muſt reverſe every law reſpect- 
ing that kind of property; and in operating upon perfonal 
property, the difficulties were inſurmountable, 

He wiſhed the Hcuſe to confider what would be the effect, 
if, on the death of every man concerned in buſineſs, revenue 
officers and government inſpectors were inquiſitorially ſet up to 
examine into his ſol vency, and the ſtate of his affairs; and 
reflect on the conſequences ſuch an inquiſition muſt produce 
in a nation ſubſiſting by its credit and its trade. In the caſe 
of a mortgage left to any collateral branch, he aſked, whe- 
ther they were immediately to affix the value of ſuch mort- 
gage? Whether the mortgage on the death of the teſtator was 
to be immediately cloſed? And whether the reſiduary mort- 
gagee was at once obliged to find and advance the mone 
which ſhould be claimed by government? He added, that if 
the tax was to affix fees ſimple, it muſt, in proceſs of time, 
operate directly as a land-tax on every eſtate in the kingdom. 
He contended alſo, that the miniſter was very inaccurate in 
eftimating the produce of this tax upon a calculation that the 
value of the land-revenue of the country might be taken at 
28 years purchaſe. That ſuch might be the value of ſome 

lands was certainly true; but that all the land of the kingdom 
was of that value, was a palpable miſtake. | 

Theſe, he ſaid, were but a few of the innumerable objec- 
tions which would occur in the progreſs of the Bill upon 
that tax, and only thrown out then that gentlemen might 
turn them in their minds, and induce them, if they could not 
be obviated, to conſider of ſome ſubſtitutes, which might be 
equally productive, and ſubject to fewer difficulties. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that although he 
thought a more proper oppartunity would come for __— 
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and diſcuſſion on the proviſions of thoſe Bills, it gave him ſa- 
tisfaction that gentlemen, who conceived ſtrong objections 
to the meaſures, and great difficulty in their execution, ſhould 
take the earlieſt opportunity of ſuggeſting them. With re- 
gard to the tax propoſed upon collateral ſucceſſion, and pro- 
perty bequeathed by teſtators, which was expected to pro- 
duce more than any other in the ways and means of the pre- 
ſent year, he was allo aware that, in the detail it was 
by far the moſt difficult to be carried into eſſect. The prin- 
ciple was, in his opinion, unexceptionable, and where that 
point was clear, he was anxious to remove any objection 
that might be urged againſt the mode of its application. 
The regulations neceflary to obviate the many difficulties 
which at firſt preſented themſelves, he ſaid, had occupied, 
for a long time, the attention of ſome of his friends of the 
higheſt legal character, and he was far from being prepared to 
Rate that even at preſent they were ſufficiently removed. He 
was more deſirous that the buſineſs of the propoſed tax on 
property bequeathed ſhould be agitated when it came regularly 
before the Houſe; though he could not, even in that prema- 
ture ſtage, avoid riſing to anſwer the general tendency of 
the honourable gentleman's arguments, He certainly miſ- 
underſtood him, if he thought that he ſet the rental of the na- 
tion at 28 years purchace. He did not pretend to be preciſe 
inany ſuch groſs ſtatement. All he meant to do, was to 
give ſome rough medium eſtimate; indeed it was impoſſible 
as yet to do more, therefore he had thought that the beſt way 
| he could take at preſent, He was aware, that it was a quel- 
| tion to be conſidered, whether the duty impoſed was to be de- 
ducted from the capital, or be paid by inſtalments, propor- 
tionate to the annual income. Various proviſions were ne- 
ceſſary to make regulations for reſiduary legatees. In ſhort, 
all the points ought to be conſidered in detail; and afterward 
it would ſtill reſt with the Houſe to object to the meaſure or 
not. The honourable gentleman ſaid, that it was nearly equal 
to a land tax; he put it, however, to the Houſe, if one ſhil- 
ling land tax would not fall much heavier. The tax on col- 
lateral ſucceſſions merely operated when a change of advan- 
't tage to the party took place; and hence gentlemen would ſee, 
i that a tax in that way, though conſiderable, could be borne, 
No duty of ſo heavy a nature could take place, without 
being ſubjet to many difficulties; and no ſuch meaſure 
could exclude exceptions. 
He admitted, that, by deſcent of fortunes in collateral bran- 


ches, this tax might, in proceſs of time, operate as a 2 
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land tax ; but then it would operate in a manner which could 
not affect the immediate poſſeſſors, and could not be found 
a very ſerious impoſition by the reſiduary legatees, 

The objections ſtated to the propoſed duty upon horſes, 
when they came regularly under diſcuſſion, would have ſuch 
weight as the Houſe ſhould think they deſerved . he pro- 
felled, however, for one, that he did nat wiſh to be under- 
ſtood as expreſſing any facility in admitting them; in all ob- 
jets of taxation, if the exceptions were numerous, the duty 
would be fo unproductive, as to be ſcarcely worth retaining. 
He could not admit it as a very cogent argument againft the 
propoſed tax, that, when ſomething of that nature had for- 
merly been propoſed, it was afterwards judged proper that it 
ſhould be repealed. When that repeal took place, there was 
a ſurplus of the revenue, and the legiſlature had to look 
round for thoſe perſons whom it conceived to be molt worthy 
of relief. Under. ſuch circumſtances, the encouragement 
of agriculture naturally preſented itſelf as one of the foremolt 
objects, and the tax upon carts of certain deſcriptions was 
repealed, The cauſe was, at preſent, completely the reverſe. 
Government, inſtead of being able to remit the old, was 
obliged to impoſe freſh burthens to ſupply the __— of 
the ſtate ; and it was not unreaſonable that it ſhould recur to 
that which in more proſperous circumſtances it had conſented 
to forego, as it could then be ſpared, | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he could not admit the 
concluſion of the honourable gentleman, that the increaſed 
duty upon horſes, kept for pleaſure, would by any means di- 
miniſh the uſe of them. It would tear only in proportion to 
the ability of perſons to ſuſtain the burden, and could not be 
conſidered as oppreſſive upon any claſs of the community, 
The experience of the laft additional duty eviaced the direct 
contrary; and when the increaſed expence of keeping a horſe 
at preſent was conſidered, it could ſcarcely be imagined that 
many would be induced to give it up for the additional duty 
of 10S. a year. 

Sir Gregory Page Turner declared, he did not, generally 
ſpeaking, diſapprove of the new taxes, but he hoped that, 


when that upon horſes came to be conſidered, a line would 


be drawn in order to exempt thoſe which were employed in 
agricultural uſes only, 1n the preſent ſcarcity of proviſions 
ot every kind, he ſuggeſted a tax upon dogs as a ſubjet 


worthy of the conſideration of the legiſlature ; thoſe animals, 
lo uſeleſs to the RY of thoſe who kept them, devoured 


no inconſiderable of that food tor want of which human 
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beings were famiſhing. Independent even of that, there was 
an additional motive . legiſlative remedy in the dreadful ra- 
vages inflicted by canine madneſs, which cauſed at one time 
ſo ſerious an alarm in a county with which he was connected, 
8 that the Vice Chancellor was under the neceſ- 
ty of iſſuing an order for the dogs to be tied up. 

Whatever might be the deciſion of the Houle, with re- 
ſpect to the exemption to farmers in the duty to be impoſed 
on horſes, he conceived a great addition might very properly 
be made to the duty on race horſes and hunters, In this re- 
ſpect he could not be ſuſpected of claiming any exemption for 


' himſelf, He had originally conſidered the preſent war to be 


uſt and neceſſary; and he was extremely willing to furniſh 
lis full quota to its vigorous ſupport. Nay, he would re- 
peat a declaration which he had formerly made in the Houſe, 
that, if other gentlemen would conſent to do the ſame, he 
ſhould chearfully agree to lay the rent- roll of his fortune upon 
the table, in other that a juſt proportion ſhould be applied to 
the exigencies of the ſtate: anxioufly wiſhing as he did, that 
the poor might be exempt from taxation. They were as ne- 
ceſſary to gentlemen, as gentlemen were neceſſary to them. 
Thinking that exery kind of property ſhould bear its equal 
proportion to its ſupplies required by the nation, he recom- 
mended that funded as well as landed property ſhould be tax- 
ed, and lamented that, on this occaſion, he differed from the 
miniſter, who declared that he would not conſent to tax the 
funded property, even if the parties ſhould themſelves pro- 
poſe it. -He then concluded with declaring, that, as long as 
he had a ſeat in that Houſe, he ſhould continue to act on the 
_ independent principles as thoſe upon which he enter- 

it, 

Mr. Henniker Majer faid, that he had no objection to a tax 
on the funded property and collateral ſucceſſion, he was fear- 
ful, however, that the propoſed tax upon draft-horſes would 
prove injurious to the intereſt of the farmers, whom he men- 
tioned as an uſeful and reſpectable claſs of men in the com- 
munity, 

General Smith declared, that he had his doubts, whether 
the tax upon legacies could be properly introduced, and 
did not conſider himſelf pledged to ſupport it, when the re- 
ſolutions ſhould be brought forward. 

Mr. Rolle thought the exemption claimed for horſes em- 
ployed by certain deſcriptions of ſmall farmers was entitled 
to conſideration, and propoſed, by way of ſubſtitute, a tax 


which would not be much felt, and at the ſame time that it 
- ſhould 
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ſhould be productive, would alſo operate as a beneficial regu- 
lation. He meant a cheap ſtamp in all agreements made with 
ſervants; and alſo a regiſter for enrolling all pariſh ſettle- 
ments, which would have many other conveniencies beſides 
preventing litigations. _ 

Mr. Eaft declared himſelf not averſe to the general propo- 
fitions of the budget, which, with certain regulations, he 
thought might be rendered unexceptionable. With regard 
to the propoſed duty on collateral ſucceſſon, if it was confined 
to that object only, he was of opinion, that the difficulties 
might be eaſily removed. The way to render it effective, 
would be to impoſe upon the legatees the burden of prov- 
ing the property, which, after all the accounts were ſettled, 
they might be entitled to; and if falſe accounts were given 
in, a proviſion ſhould be made, that the property concealed 
{hould revert to the next heir at law, or the direct repre- 
ſentative. | 

One of the new taxes which appeared to meet with the 
general concurrence of the Houſe, {truck him as a matter of 
great nicety and importance; namely, the reduction of one- 
fourth draw-back upon ſugars. He had, he ſaid, been atto- 
niſhed, when the Chancellor of the Exchequer ftated this 
drawback to amount to the enormous ſum of between 7 and 
800,000l. in the laſt year. "The Houſe muſt recollect, the 
peculiar circumſtances of the Britiſh Colonies, which were 
not allowed the privilege of proceeding with their ſugars im- 
mediately to any other European market, but were com- 
pelled to ſend their produce to Great Britain, and in Britiſh 
bottoms, The conſequent expence of landing thoſe com- 
modities, and aferwards of ſhipping them in other veflels, &c. 
was pollibly more) than gentlemen unacquainted with that 
trade could be aware of ; he well knew ſuch regulations had 
been adopted, more for the benefit of navigation, than from 
any conſideration of the amount the revenue might derive from 
them. | 

The great amount of this drawback, however, was not to 
be attributed to the fair courſe of the trade, but to practices 
equally injurious to the quality of the article, and to the re- 
venue. After a cargo of ſugar imported into this country, 
it was mixed up with compoſitions and ingredients, which 
might increaſe it at leaſt one-third in its bulk; and thus the 
public were obliged to pay, by way of drawback, inhnitely 
more than if theſe frauds did not exiſt, they could poſſibly be 
liable to. He thought ſome regulations on this important 
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ſubject, would be infinitely more profitable to the revenue and 
the public, than the reduction propoſed. 

Mr. Hawkins Browne complimented the financier on his 
having produced ſuch taxes as were likely to prove efficient, 
without being ſeverely felt. He owned he entertained ſome 
doubt as to the propriety of the tax on horſes for agriculture, 
leſt it might prove a diſcouragement to the labours of the 
farmer, who did not, he apprehended, receive that extraordi- 
nary benefit from the price of corn which ſome gentleman 
ſuppoſed. With regard to the tax on landed property, he 
would ſuggeſt a ſtamp tax, when land was ſold by a convey- 
ance, proportioned to the ſum. | | 

Mr. Jehl objected to the tax upon the collateral convey« 
ance of property, as hoſtile to the commercial ſpirit of the 
country; it would lead, he ſaid, in ſome inſtances, to a deve- 
lopement of the concerns of private individuals, which ought 
never to take place on any ground whatever, He ſuggeſted 
however, that if it was to be impoſed, it would be neceſſary 
to introduce a clauſe into the Bill, proving that the tax 
ſhould attach upon any reſiduum which might remain in the 
hands of an adminiſtrator. 

Mr. Ryder replied to the obſervation made by Mr. Haw- 
kins Browne, on the tax upon labouring horſes, that they 
were not invidiouſly ſelected as objects of taxation, but tha: 
merely they were not to be altogether exempted in future, as 
they had been formerly. He ſtated alſo, as no ſmall recom- 
mendation to the tax, that it would ſerve to diminiſh the 
conſumption of thoſe articles by horſes which were applica- 
ble to the food of man, 

Sir Francis Baring thought, that the tax on tobacco might 
be political in time ot war; on the return of peace, however, 
which was ſhortly to be expected, he feared it might afford : 
temptation to ſmuggling. The regulation cf the drawbecks 
on ſugar he alſo conceived to be matter of ſerious deliberation, 
as it might affect the reſpectable body of Weſt-India merch- 
ants, who had ſuffered conſiderably from the war, and who 
had the moſt powerful claims on the protection, and, if poſ- 
ſible, on the generoſity and remuneration of the Houſe. 
Sir Francis objected to the tax on printed calicoes, having 
always conſidered it as a general principle, that no particular 
manufactory ſhould be ſubjeR to an excluſive tax. 

Mr, Ralert Thornton congratulated the country upon taxes 
which would be ſo little felt by every claſs of the community. 
With reſpect to the drawbacks on ſugar, which were pro. 

RE pole 
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poſed to be diminiſhed, he aſſured the houſe, that the reſtric- 


tions would operate very little to the diſadvantage of the Weſt 
India traders, as they were in poſſeſſion of a complete mono- 
poly of the foreign markets. ; 

Sir IW. Dung roſe, as a Weſt-India Planter, not to re- 
monſtrate upon any tax, by which he would be. perſonally 
affected, being at-all times ready to contribute his ſhare to 
carrying on a war, profeſſedly undertaken for the protection 
of property, but to proteſt againſt the ſtatement of Mr, 
Thornton, that 3 the drawbacks upon the ex- 

rtation would not operate to the diſadvantage of the Welt- 

ndia Planter, | 

Mr. Grey remarked that two oppoſite modes of reaſoning 
had been + var; to ſhe the policy of the tax on horſes, 
both of which could not be true. One gentleman had argued, 
with a view to ſhew the productive nature of the tax, that the 
number of horſes would not be diminiſhed. Another had 
coatended, that it would operate to diminiſh the quantity of 
food which was applicable to the maintenance of man, with 
a view to ſhew the expediency of the tax on the preſent con- 
juncture. He preſumed the honourable gentleman had read a 
celebrated Engliſh dictionary®, in which the article of oats was 
explained by ſtating it to be a ſpecies of food for horſes in 
England, and for men in Scotland. If however the con- 
ſumption of food was leſſe ned, the number of horſes muſt Mr. 
Grey obſerved, neceſſarily be diminiſhed ; fo that one or other 
of the inferences mult be falſe, With reſpec to the tax upon 
collateral ſucceſſion, the ſubject on the firſt bluſh of it ap- 
peared to be ſo complicated, that he truſted the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer would depart from the uſual practice of not 
printing Tax Bills, and move that it ſhould be printed. There 
were a few points upon which he wiſhed for information. He 
wiſhed to know what the right honourable gentleman meant 
by direct ſucceſſion; whether it was only the ſucceſſion of a 
ſon to his father, or of the heir at law. In his opinion it 
would be matter of infinite difficulty ſo to ſrame the Bill as to 
anſwer the intention, without infringing upon the eitabiithed 
principles of policy. In commercial ſucceſſions it would 
render an examination of the private affairs of individuals 
. neceſſary, which ought never to be publiſhed; and as it would 
operate on landed property, which, by the bye, he obſerved, 
was leaſt able to bear any tax of the kind, it would be im- 
polſible to diſencumber, in the eſtimate, the real value of the 
nneritance from the mortgage or bond debts which migat 
attach upon it, If an eſtate was entailed upon z brother, and 
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failing him, on another brother, he wiſhed alſo to know if the 
heir would be obliged to pay the whole proportion of the tax 
merely upon his own life intereſt on the eſtate ? or, ſuppoſing 
that a man left his eſtate to a diſtant relation, ſubject to a con- 
ſiderable jointure to his widow, whether he would be amenable 
for the tax, as eſtimated upon the whole value of the eſtate, or 
only upon that value which he had abſolutely received? Theſe: 
were queſtions which he put rather as confderations to be 
weizhed by the framers of the Bill, than in the form of ob- 
jections to its policy. 

My. Grey ſaid the chief object for which he roſe, was to 
give notice that his motion, which he had formerly announced 
for the next day, on the ſubject of pacification, he meant to put 
off for ſome time, in conſ2quence of the meſſage which had 
that day been communicated to the houſe by his Majeſty, 
pirpor ing, that affairs in France had now arrived at that criſis 
to which he had alluded in his ſpeech from the throne, at the 


opening of the ſeſſion, at which it might be ſafe for this 


country to treat with that government. By this meſſage, Mr. 
Grey underſtood, that with the preſent government of Franee, 
it being no longer in a ſtate incapable of maintaining the ac- 
cuſtomed relations of peace and amity with other countries, 
his Majeſty at preſent entertained a diſpoſition to enter int» 
pacithc negociations, He therefore would defer his motion 
till he ſaw what was the nature of the addiefs which ſhould be 
moved, re{criing to himſelf the privilege of delivering his 
ſentiments upon the ſubject when the meſſage came to be 
conſidered. I 
The Chaxcellor of the Excheguer ſaid, that though he wiſhed 
to maintain the uſual forms of proceeding in that houſe, he 
hoped that ſome. way might be adoped, in a caſe of the im- 
portant nature of a tax on collateral ſucceſſion, to enable 
gendlemen to confider it with as much accuracy as poſſible. 
Mr. Villiam Smith obſe;ved, that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, on a formgr night, had aſſerted, as a reaſon why 
the tax on legacies ſhoqld be adopted, that in Holland it pre- 
vailed for years, and was by no means conceived a matter of 
oppreſſion. Of this Greumſtance he could not ſpeak, not 
having a knowledge of Fhe fact; but he was againſt the prin- 
ciple, inaſmuch as an individual, in a cellatera] line, might be 
left a reltduary Jegateez and it was well known, that perſons 
in that ſituation, after adminiſtering to the property, often had 
not ſufficient to pay the debts incurred by the deceaſed, though 
ſuppoſed to have left behind him conſiderable property. This 
was a Caſe wel! known to have lately occurred in the city. 
. Beſides, 
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Beſides, government having the power to make a minute in- 
veſtigation of the affairs of a private individual was highly im- 
proper, and objeclionable. 

Alderman Luthingten ſaid, that he was ready to admit, con- 
formably to the true principle of the colonial ſyſtem, that there 
ſhould be a reciprocal advantage between the colonies and the 
mother country. He would abſtain from canvaſſing the ſub- 
ject with reſpect to the regulation propoſed on the drawback of 
ſugars for the preſent; but it was ſuch as no Weſt Incia 
Planter could reaſonably object to. He could not avoid taking 
that opportunity of obſerviag, that, with reſpect to the Eaſt 
Indies, the country derived infinite advantage from the naviga- 
tion and commerce of that quarter of the globe; when the 
company, at a great expence of labour, and the proporyon of 
land, had, beſides, other difliculties to encounter in the cultiva- 
tion of ſugar, he thaught it a confined policy not to admit the 
ſame beneficial regulations relative to ſugar brought from the 
Eaft Indies, as were applicable to ſugars imported from the 
colonies in the Weſt Indies. He diſapproved of the tax on 
horſes, as far as it interfered with agriculture; every ſtep 
towards enhancing the price of the firſt articles of neceſſity 
ſhould at all periods be moſt ſedulouſly avoided. 

Mr. Fax ſaid, he diſapproved of more of the taxes in this 
year's budget than that of the taxes of any budget before; 
without taking into view the objections to taxing breeding 
cattle, and young cattle, he would ſay, that the tax was a 
direct attack upon agriculture, as he could ſee no diff:rence 
between taxing the plough and the animal that drew it. Of 
all the means of ſupply, the diminution of the drawback on 
ſugar appeared to him to be the leaſt exceptionable. He had 
particular pleaſure in hearing what fell from the worthy 
magiſtrate, ( Alderman Luſhington) viz, that the Eaſt India 
ſugar was likely to carry away the market from the Wet 
Indies, the advantages from the foil and labour being greater: 
he believed nothing was more true, and he believed fo of any 
means of labour that were different from the deteſtable flave 
ſyſtem. This opinion muſt have greater weight, coming, as 
it did, not from enthuſiaſts, as he and the enemies of the ſlave 
trade were called, but from a perſon concerned in the trade. 
He objected to the additional tax on tobacco, To lay iaxes 
on Juxuries was right, if it could be accompliſhed ; that is, if 
they could be fo tramed as to fall on the luxuries of the rich 
alone; but that, he was perſuaded, was impoſle ; the rich 
and the poor were ſo blended together as conſumers of tobacco, 
that one could not be taxed without the other feeling it. 

Above 
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Above all things, his mind revolted againſt taxing the in- 
nocent luxuries of the poor; the circle of their enjoyments 
was ſo narrow, that it was cruelty to break in upon them. 

The motion was put, to read the reſolutions a ſecond time, 
and carried. 

On reading the reſolution for allowing 6s. 6d. long annuity 
to the ſubſcribers to the loan. | 

Mr. Huſſey moved an amendment, that, inſtead of “ fix,” 
be inſerted the word © four,” 

Mr. Fox ſaid, whatever impreſſion might be made upon the 
houſe, he found it his duty to ſupport the amepdment then 
offered to their conſideration. He did ſo, becauſe he knew 
that the terms of the preſent loan, and which the houſe were 
called upon to ſanction by this reſolution, were much worſe 
than might and onght to have been obtained for the publick. 
He ſhould ſupport the motion, if he had no better object in it, 
than that it ſhould appear upon the journals of the houſe. He 
was fully warranted in doing it from another reaſon, which 
was, that it was clear to demonſtration, and evidence might be 
called to the bar of that houſe to prove it, that the preſent 
bargain between the miniſter and the ſubſcribers was not only 
an improvident one, and ſuch as the miniſter, ought not to 
have made, but that it was in direct contradiction to what he 
himſelf had formerly declared upon the ſubject, He wiſhed 
this ſubject to be brought fairly before the face of the publick. 
He withed them to fee that they had been, by this bargain, 
made to pay three hundred and thirty thouknd pounds more 
than they ought to pay; becauſe, by terms that had been pro- 
poſed, that ſum might have been faved to them. How far the 
houſe would think themſelves bound to agree to the terms of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer he would not then diſcus, 
But this he would ſay, that, when a meaſure was propoſed, 
that could not be aſſented to without injuſtice to the publick, 
and, ſtill more, when that was a meaſure of the miniſter in 
direct defiance of his own repeated declarations, he could not 


| fee any reaſon why he ſhould agree to ſuch a meaſure, though 


he ſaw many reaſons why he ſhould not. That this was the 
caſe in the preſent loan was a fact, and he believed it would 
not be contradicted ; if it ſhould, he was ready to prove it at 
the bar of that houſe, He would prove that the miniſter did 
hold out that there ſhould be a fair and free competition in 
bidding for the loan. This the miniſter did not chute to ex- 
plain for himſelf, and it was not his buſineſs to explain it for 
him, He had ſaid, that an unqualificd competition was what 


he wiſhed. He had ſtated it fo on the Wedneſday to gentle- 


men 
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men who attended him for that purpoſe, and on the Friday 
following he concluded a bargain to the abſolute excluſion of 
all competition. Conſequently the firſt engagement of the 
miniſter had been enticely broken; fo far from being an un- 
qualified competition was this bargain, it was precifely the 
reverſe, He ſhould like to know upon what ground that 
houſe was to fulfil the laſt engagement of the miniſter in pre- 
ference to the firſt. The right honourable gentleman had 
refuſed to form an open loan. He could have wiſhed to tae 
known preciſely what were the terms of the laſt loan; he was 
perfectly perſuaded it was not as ſtated the night before by the 
right honourable gentleman, He ſhould like hereafter to 
know preciſely alſo what were the terms of the loan for 1782 ; 
although he was quite ſure that they were not ſuch as had 
been ftated by the minifter ; in confirmation of this he would 
refer to the votes of that houſe; and by that authority it 
would appear that the rate of intereſt was, literally ſpeaking, 
higher in this than it was in that loan; much more ſo would 
it be manifeſt to the houſe, when they came to look at the 
articles of that loan, and compare them with the articles of 
this, Mr, Fox enumerated the different parts of ſtock that 
made up the loan of 1783, and compared them with thoſe of 
the preſent loan, to illuſtrate his argument; and maintained 
that, comparing the preſent loan with that of 1783, the 
preſent was of the two much the worſe for the publick. He 
would not therefore be a party to an agreement by which the 
publick had been ſo much impoſed upon and defrauded as they 
were by the preſent bargain. He had heard of cloſe loans. 
There were many that were called ſo made during the Ameri- 
can war by Lord North. They were negociated with the 
moſt wealthy bankers of the city, many of them attending 
together, and diſcuſſing the whole of the contract, and in that 
mode there was ſomething of a competition, and a conſider- 
able degree of publicity attending them. From the tranſ- 
actions of this loan however, it was not only a cloſe loan, but 
a loan fo cloſe, and in every reſpect of ſuch a kind, as to favour 
every ſpecies of corruption to which a bargain with a miniſter 
could lead, It was fr ſaid to be a competition; and the 
moment after that competition was ſuppoſed to be opened, an 
opportunity was ſeized to make it a cloſe loan, and then the 
whole bargain was concluded upon between two- individuals, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Boyd, or thoſe in- 
tereſted with Mr, Boyd. He would aſk whether it was poſ- 
ible for the wit of man to deviſe a mode better fitted to in- 
troduce corruption than that which was adopted to make up 

this 
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this loan? Nobody, he would dare ſay, ſuſpected the miniſter 
perſonally of corruption; he did not inſinuate any thing againſt 
him to that effect, becauſe he ſuſpected the miniſter as little as 
any man in the country; but that was not the queſtion, If 
the miniſter ſhould have had a corrupt diſpoſition, was not 
that an opportunity to carry it into effect? He would aſk 
whether, when the miniſter and Mr. Boyd were alone tranſ- 
acting this loan, there ever was a better opportunity for cor- 
ruption ? If the miniſter had told Mr, Boyd he wiſhed him to 
introduce certain perſons into his liſt, was there a man who 
believed it was impoſſible for Mr. Boyd to have complied with 
that deſire? This left room for ſuſpicion on the part of the 

ublick. The publick would ſee there was a poſſibility at 
Jealt of corruption, when a mode was taken contrary to all 
the former uſages of a loan, and contrary to all the expreſs 
promiſes and declarations of the miniſter himſelf, repeatedly 
made upon this very ſubject. The publick were likely 
enough to ſuſpect there had been a corrupt praclice, where 


there had been ſuch a facility for corruption, and an impoſſi- 
"bility of detecting it. Therefore he would ſay, that if the 


preſent loan was as favourable to the publick, as he believed it 
to be the reverſe, he ſhould, as a member of that houſe, never 
agree to it, becauſe he ſaw danger in every part of ſuch a 
meaſure; for that reaſon he ſhould vote for the amendment, 
for inſerting the word four inſtead of the word ix. He ſhould 
vote againſt the whole of this tranſaction, becauſe he thought 
it would be diſhonourable to the houſe to agree to it; and 
he, for' one, was determined not to have any ſhare in the 
diſhonour. ' | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the real queſtion 
in the Speaker's hands muſt turn upon two grounds. One, 
whether the loan ſhould be concluded at all, as he had opened it? 
ſecondly, whether the mode in which he had ated was right or 
wrong? Upon the firſt be ſhould not offer any argument, be- 
cauſe the opening of the matter, after all that had happened, 
aad proceeding to another, was ſo much againſt all idea of 
juſtice, againſt every idea of competition, even that it could 
not be argued. To think of opening the matter for com- 
petition, after all that had happened, after ali the accounts that 
had been received, and ſo many complicated circumſtances 
had occurred, was to the laſt degree abſurd. If, on the other 
hand, the houſe were of opinion that the mode in which he had 
concluded the bargain was wrong, that would be another 
queſtion. Then the houſe would conſider whether he ſhould 


be cenſured or not. He had over and over again ſtared the 


reaſon . 
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reaſon why he had adopted the mode which had taken place · 
He then maintained, as he had done before, that the bargain 
was as advantagcous as, under ail the circumſtances, when he 
concluded it, tne publick could reaſonably expect. He ſaid, 
it was difficult for any man, when it was left to himſelf, as it 
had been to him, to conclude between tne contractor and 
the publick, to conduct himſelf fo as not to incur the diſ- 
pleaſure of ſome pe ſons. He had conſcientiouſly diſcharged 
his duty as well as he was able, when he was entruſted with 
the important charge of that arbitration, He felt the con- 
ſolation that his confcience approved of what he had done, 
and he muſt rely again on the juſtice and the candour of the 
houſe, That it was a bargain made in ſecret between himſelf 
and Mir. 3cyd he begged leave to deny; the tranſaction was 
witnefled by tne governor and deputy governor of the Bank, 
He denied alſo that there was any corruption whatever in any 
part of the tranſaction. The right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) had ſaid, he did not ſuſpect him of perſonal cor- 
ruption. That declaration he was not diſpoſed to thank him 
for, ſince, if he knew of any thing to that effect, it was his 
duty (and which he had no doubt the right honourable gentle- 
man was ſufficiently inclined to execute) to bring forward 
ſuch a charge in a regular manner as a member of parliament, 
The reaſon why he did not thank him was, there ſeemed to be 
in his ſpeech ſomething like an inſinuation that the houſe would 
be diſlu noured by agreeing to the terms of the preſent loan. 
To charge him with that ſpecies of corruption to influence, by 
the means of the loan, any of the members of that houſe, was 
as black and foul an imputation as a direct charge of corrup- 
tion upon the bargain itſelf, and he diſdained both. With re- 
gard to the terms of the preſent loan, he compared them with 
thoſe of other loans, and differed entirely from the calculations 
of Mr, Fox upon that ſubject, "The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer concluded with obſerving, that it the houſe thought 
he deſerved cenſure for his conduct in the preſent loan, they 
would do well to ſay ſo at once. In forming a judgment upon 
that ſubject however, he truſted they would be guided by a 
conſideration of all the circumſtances at the time the bargain 
was made, and not make up their opinion from any thing that 
had been offered ſince. 

Mr. V. Smith ſaid that when the miniſter found he was 
precluded from having the advantage of an open competition 
in bidding for the loan, he ſhould have come to Parliament 
for a vote of credit, and afterwards waited for the time in 
which he would have been fairly entitled to have that compe- 

Vor. II. 1795. 1 tition 
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tition before he negociated for the loan. It was not conſiſtent 
with the rules of the houſe, nor would it perbaps be liberal and 
fair, to ſtate private converſation upon the ſubject, elſe he 

- ſhould like to have the whole of the queſtion upon the preſent 
loan decided upon the opinion of the miniſter's own monied 
friends in the city of London. | 

Mr. Dent ſaid, that it would be unfair to think for a mo- 
ment of adopting the amendment, as the negociation had been 
concluded, and the contractors had run the riſk of the tranſ- 

action. Surely it would be unreaſonable, when the events had 
taken a turn in their favour, to recall the bargain. He aſked, 
whether thoſe gentlemen who had preſſed in their claims at 
preſent would have made good the deficit, if the funds had 
taken a different turn? | 

Sir Francis Baring ſaid, no perſon accuſed Lord North of 

perſonal corruption, and yet no perſon doubted that the 
American war was proſecuted under a ſyſtem of corruption. 
With regard to the preſent loan, he obſerved that the ſtocks 
advanced laſt Monday morning, and it was moſt likely that 
they would advance again the next day, in conſequence of his 
Majeſty's meſſage, which he ſuſpected might be conſtrued 
prejudicially to adminiſtration. 

Mr. Henniker Major obſerved, that perſons were liable to 
be called to account for any ſerious imputation on the ad- 
miniſtrations of former hoy ts and in the proceedings of the 
Parliament in the ſiſter kingdom that had actually happened. 
If the houſe itſelf accuſed its members of corruption, what 
muſt be the opinion of the people. He could not believe that 
ſuch things ever had happened, and he ſpoke particularly from 

| his own knowledge that they never had. 

Mr. Luſbington ſaid, the propoſition for the houſe to con- 

ſider and determine, was, whether it would refuſe to fanction 
the loan which the miniſter had contracted after the bargain 
was concluded? This he conceived ought not to be done, 
and therefore he truſted that the houfe would agree to the 
refolutions of the committee of Ways and Means, 

Mr. Grey obſerved, that if another offer had been made for 
the loan after the concluſion of the bargain, the queſtion, 
whether the houſe ſhould refuſe its aſſent, might have ſtood 
upon the grounds ſtated by the honourable gentleman ; it 
reſted however upon the allegations of the competitors, that 
the bargain was concluded under circumſtances ſo objection- 
able, and after a previous offer of better terms had been made, 
as to authoriſe enquiry. The right honourable gentieman 


kimielf admitted, that, till the time when Mr, Morgan came 
into 
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into competition, he propoſed to have a competition; and 
therefore it was neceſlary to aſk the right honourable gentle- 
man, whether he expected Mr. Morgan would accept a quali- 
hed competition, or whether it was likely the other con- 
tractor would thereby be induced to offer mas x conditions ? 
He wiſhed for a clear and explicit anſwer. It appeared that, 
by the management of the bulineſs, Mr. Morgan was denied 
competition, or he would have made an offer of 2 per cent. 
more in favour of the publick ; if that were a true ſtatement 
of the caſe, the queſtion then would be, whether the houſe 
ought to ſanction ſuch a bargain ? 

He adverted to the mode of anſwer to his honourable friend 
upon ſuch a negociation opening a road to corruption. He 
perceived that the right honourable gentleman was indignant 
at the idea. No perfon was more ready than himſelf to acquit 
the right honourable gentleman of the charge of perſonal cor- 
ruption; it was nevertheleſs the duty of the members of that 
houſe, if they apprehended there was room for it, to ſtate it. 
That loans had been inſtruments of perſonal corruption in 
Lord North's time, was a conſtant topic of declamation. 
He had heard of various epithets which had been given to 
various Parliaments, ſuch as Parliamentum doctum and Parlia- 
mentum indactum, the preſent was, he thought to be called 
Parliamentum incorruptum, becauſe it deſerved peculiar con- 
tidence, ſince it had refuſed all enquiry into ſuſpicious loans, 
or whatever elſe might be ſuppoſed an object of ſuſpicion. 

The Chancellor of the Excheguer tated explicitly, that it was 
his intention to have left the loan perfectly open when he made 
his communication to the governor of the Bank; but, in 
conſequence of the repreſentation of the contractors for the 
preceding loan, he was obliged, in ſome degree, to abandon 
that plan. 

The motion for Mr. Huſſey's amendment was then put, and 
negatived without a diviſion; after which the original reſolu- 
tion paſſed. | 


Upon the reſolution relative to a lottery for the enſuing 


yeary 
Mr. Fox obſerved, that the lottery was to be applied to pay 
the intereſt of the Navy dgbt of five millions; this he con- 
ceived to be a violation of the principle which was now uni- 
oy adopted in France, viz. to apply annual taxes only to 
annual expences: but, by this plan, the lottery, which was 
an annual tax, would be applied to pay the intereſt of a per- 
manent debt. So that, if * any time the Parliament ſhould 
p 2 be 
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be inclined to diſcontinue the lottery, there would exiſt no 
fund for the payment of the debt. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer vindicated himſelf, by ſtat- 
ing, that the plan was given merely as an eltimate, and ſug- 
geſting to Parliament that a proviſion was to be made both 
for the capital and intereſt of this debt, but without preſcribing 
the means. The appropriation of the lottery to this purpoſe, 
was no more than the appropriation of the land and malt tax, 
in 1786, in a ſimilar way, which was alſo an annual pro- 
viſion for a permanent tax. It was at the option of Parlia- 
ment to continue this from year to year, to diminiſh the 
eſtabliſhment, or take a neceſſary ſum from the conſolidated 
fund, | 
* This and the other reſolutions were then put, and carried 
without any further obſervations, except that on the reſolution 
for impoſing an additional duty on printed goods, cottons, &c. 

General Smith obſerved, that printed paper hangings and 
borders were included; and at the ſame time he wiſhed that 
all cottons under two ſhillings per yard ſhould be exempted 
with a view to benefit the lower claſſes, 

Mr. Roſe informed him that ſuch had been the wiſh of 
miniſters ; but, from an experiment in 1785, when a ſimilar 
exception had been made, it was found that the duties were 
thereby ſo much evaded as to render a repeal of that exception 
abſolutely neceſſary. 

Mr. Alderman Anderſon, in conſequence of a notice he had 
given in the courſe of the laſt and preſent ſ-iion, moved for 
leave to bring in a Bil] for the protection of merchants, bankers, 
and traders, from the depredations ot their clerks, apprentices, 
and ſervants.—Orde red. 

General Smith moved, That certain papers, relative to certain 
General Officers in India, be laid before the houſe.Ordered. 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WeEprnesDaAY, December q. 
PETITIONS. 


A petition was preſented from the nobility, gentlemen 
clergy, and frecholders of the county of Lincoln, in favour 
of the Bills. | 

The Earl of Lauderdale called their Lordſhips attention to 


one of the moſt extraordinary proceedings, reſpecting the 
orm; 


Dae. 9.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 293 


forms of the houſe, which he believed had ever been adopted 
in that or any other Houſe of Parliament. Their Lordſhips 
had a few days ago rejected the petition juſt preſented for in- 
formality, becauſe the ſheriff had ſigned it in behalf of himſelf 
and others; and he had every reaſon to believe, that, inſtead 
of being ſent back to be re- ſigned by the ſheriff, it had been 
returne to that houſe without the ſheriff having ſince ſeen it; 
by the dextrous application of a pair of ſeiſſi rs, the words, 
e on behalf of himſelf and others,” had bee taken away 
and the ſheriff's name exactly, as it appeared to him, the ſame 
as before in point of ſignature, remained where it was, only 
thus deprived of the company which he had betore added to it. 
To that had been added ſix names, conſiſting, he had no doubt, 
of one of each of the deſcription of perſons mentioned in the 
ſtyle and title of the petition, who had ſigned it in town; and 
that was introduced to their lordſhips as the petition of the 
nobility, gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the county of 
Lincoln. Had a ſimilar tranſaction taken place reſpecting a 
bill of exchange, it would have been deemed little leſs than a 
forgery. His lordſhip ſaid, he thought he was therefore not 
only ſtrictly juſtifiable in oppoſing this petition from lying on 
the table, but in moving alſo for a committee to inquire into 
the tranſaction of that petition, which he contended was againſt 
all the forms of the houſe, _ 

The Lord Chancellor declared, he entertained a very different 
opinion on the ſubject; as the petition was then ſigned by the 
ſheriff only in his own behalf and for himſeif, and by fix 
others, who, amongſt them, contained the ſeveral deſcriptions 
of perſons mentioned as thoſe trom whom the petition came, 
it was certainly admiſſible to lie on the table. 

The Earl of Lauderdale in reply ſaid, he was ſomewhat 
ſurpriſed at ſeeing a noble and learned Lord Jeave the wool- 
ſack to defend a proceeding that was irregular and diſorderly. 
He conceived what had fallen from the noble and learned 
Lord was a miſapplication of the faſt, He had no objeQtion 
to the petition being received as that of the ſheriff, but not 
as the petition of the gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the 
county of Lincoln, which it profeſfizd itſelf to be. If their 
Lordſhips permitted ſuch a fallacy to paſs, and countenanced 
it by ſuffering the petition to lie on the table, they would open 
a door to diſorderly and irregular proceedings, that might be 
the cauſe of much future abuſe and inconvenience. 

Lord Grenville declared, he did not ſee the force of the ob- 
jection. There could be no objection to its lying on the 
table, as it was undoub:edly the petition of thoſe who ſigned 
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it, and as fuch, if it contained no objectionable matter, was 
entitled to be received. The petition purported to be from 
the nobility, clergy, gentry, ſreeholders, tradeſmen, and yeo- 
manry of that county, and was regularly ſigned; and when 
he reflected upon the great reſpectability of the county, and 
the perſons from whom it came, he could not but recommend 
it as highly deſerving of their lordſhips* notice, and meriting 
forme weight in the buſineſs they were about to take into 
conſideration. His lordſhip ſaid, he was glad to find the diſ- 
poſition the noble earl had thewn for order, ſince it gave him 
room to hope that the noble earl would adopt his own doc- 
trine in future, and that the Houſe would have the benefit of 
that order and regularity of which he had that day profeſſed 
himſelf the advocate. | f 

The Earlef Lauderdale ſaid, he could not ſuffer the impreſſion 
to be leit, that he was in the habit of being diſorderly. It did, 
indeed, fo happen, that he was ſeldom fo great a favourite 
with the majority of that Houſe, but there were noble lords 
ready enough to call him to order whenever he was in the 
leaſt irregular: it was, however, well known, that he had 


been conſtantly labouring for three years to prevent the noble 


Secretary of State from infringing upon the orders of that 
Houſe, which was his invariable practice, as often as it ſuited 
his convenience. | 

Lord Sydney declared, he could not patiently hear ſuch a 
charge made againſt his noble friend, by a noble earl who had 
been repeatedly called to order himſelf within the period he had 
ſtated. With regard to the petition, it had been, he inſiſted, 
objected to without any grounds whatever. It was true, 
that it had been informal when firſt preſented ; would any 
noble lord ſay, that, if a ſignature was improperly made, a per- 


fon was not to be allowed to correct it? This had been done, 


with che addition of ſome reſpe ctahie names; and whether it 
was by cutting out the informal words, or in any other man- 
ner, he ſaw no difference, provided it was the petition of 
thoſe who ſigned it. FER 

The Earl of Derby thought the laſt noble ſpeaker had 


brought it to the right point, namely, whether the alteration 
| had been really made by the gentleman who had originally 


ſigned, or by lome other. For his part (but he would not 
preſume to ſpeak ſo confidently as that noble lord) he did 
not think the high ſheriff of Lincoln had been in London 
ſince the petition had been farſt offered to be preſented. 
The Earl of Moira ſaid, he thought the petition ſufficiently 


erderly to be allowed to lie on the table; though he by ne 
means 
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means conſidered it as agreeing with the title given it, or 
deſerving the weignt which the noble Secretary of Stare wiſh- 
ed to attach to it. It purported to be the unanimous peti- 
tion of the nobility, clergy, geatry, &c, of the county of 
Lincoln; whereas, on looking into it, he found there were no 
more than ſeven names: one of them was that of a noble 
lord; another, he believed, was of the clergy; and the reſt 
might fill up the other deſcriptions; but he did not fee how 
they were to be taken as eng:ofhng the claſſes which the title 
deſcribed. He did not doubt but they were all reſpectable 
perſons, the petition, neveriheleſs, muſt be conſidered as the 
petition of thoſe ſeven perſons only. | 

The motion was negatived, and the petition ordered to lie 
on the table. | 

The Harl of Derby preſented a petition from the merchants, 
traders, and other inhabitants of the town of Liverpool, 
which he moved might be read ; after which, he faid, before 
he moved that it ſhould lie on the table, he wiſhed to be in- 
dulged with their lordſhips attention while he gave a ſhort 
hiſtory of that petition, and allo the hiſtory of another peti- 
tion, which he underſtood was then on the table, and which 
had been preſented by a noble lord in his Majeſty's coun- 
cils (Lord Hawkeſbury) a few days ago, as a counter peti- 
tion to that which had juſt been read. His Iordſhip ſaid, 
that the petition which he had preſented, contained as great 
a number of reſpectable names, both in point of property and 
character, as were to be found either in Liverpool or any 
other town in the kingdom; that, in point of numbers, it 
contained ſeveral thouſands ; that it had been drawn up by 
perſons of the moſt eſtabliſhed reputation, and left at a cer-, 
tain place for ſignatures ; that, in conſequence of this, a hand 
bill, as falſe as it was ſcandalous, had been publiſhed, charg- * 
ing thoſe who favoured this petition with unfair and un- 
conſtitutional practices, on Which ſeveral of the gentlemen, 
who were friends to this petition, and whoſe names {togd as 
high as any in the town, ſigned a requiſition to the deputy - 
mayor (for it ſeeraed the mayor himſelf was in town about 
the other petition) to call a public meeting, for the purpoſe of 
having the matter fairly and openly diſcutied, in order to af- 
certaiu the unequivocal ſenſe of the people; that requiſition 
was, however, refuſed by the deputy; and the reaſon he 
aſſigned for it was, that he had received a letter from the 
mayor, who was in London, by the preceding night's poit, 
informing him, that no ſuch meeting, if required, muſt be al- 
lowed to be called, The people, thercfore, who were in 
favour 
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favour of that petition, and againſt the two Bills, were com- 
pelled to purſue the only mode left; and it continugd at the 
ſame place for the ſignature of thoſe who were inclined to 
ſign it. The ſtory of the counter-petition was briefly this: 
it had been ſet on foot by the corporation, and other gentle- 
men of the town ; and he had no doubt but there were a great 
number of molt reſpectable names to it; at the fame time, 
he knew, from undoubted authority, that every ſpecies of ar- 
tifice, deluſion, and influence, had been uſed to induce the 
: people to ſign it. It had been carried about from houſe to 
houſe ; and every means taken, both by threats and promiſes, 
to induce all deſcriptions of perſons belonging to the cuſtom- 
houſe and exciſe, as well as all thoſe in the remoteſt degree 
connected with the corporation, to put their names to it. He 
was ſorry to take up fo much of th2 time of the Houſe in 
ſpeaking about the opinions of other perſons on the ſubject 
of theſe Bills, as he knew he ſhould have occaſion to treſpaſs 
on it that evening in delivering what were his own upon 
them : he would, therefore, not detain them longer at preſent, 
than by moving that the petition do lie on the table—Ordered. 

Lord Hawkeſbury ſaiv, that as the petition which he had 
preſented a few days ſince had been alluded to by the noble 
lord who ſpoke laſt, he could not avoid ſaying, that, on his 
return to town from the country, he found a letter from the 
mayor of Liverpool, on his table; in which he requeſted leave 
to wait upon him ; that he prepared to receive him as ſoon 
as poſſible ; and when the mayor came, he delivered him the 

etition, aſſuring him that a great majority of the town was 
in favour of the Bills, and that the petition was ſigned by 8000 
rſons, who from the connection he held with the county pala- 
tine, had chofen him to preſent it. As to the circumſtances of 
the petition being cartied from houſe to houſe, it did not, in his 
conlideration, impeach the authority or the conſequence of the 
iignaturesin any way whatiocver; nor did he think that, becauſe 
the queſtion was diſcuffed before 200,000 perſons, many of whom 
could not hear a fangle argument adduced, that their appro- 
bation gave more weight to a petition, than whe: it proceeded 
from a meeting more ſelect and leſs numerous. 

The Earl of Derby denied that the petition preſented by 
the noble lord expreſſed the ſentiments of the inhabitants, as 
the petition preſented that day againſt the Bills was ſigned by 
4000 retpectable perſons. | 

The Duke of Bedford preſented petitions from Plymouth 
Dock, and Stonchouſe, from Frome, Durham, and New- 
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caſtle-upon-Tyne ; all againſt the Bills, Ordered to lie on 
the table. E N 

The Duke of Norfolk preſented a petition from Nottingham 
againſt the Bills. Ordered to lie on the table. 

The Duke of Poriland preſented a petition from Leeds, in 
favour of the Bills. Ordered to lie on the table. His grace, 
then preſented a petition to the ſame purport, from the cor- , 

ration of Edinburgh. | | | 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that he could not give his 
conſent to the petition from Edinburgh, lying on the table, 
till he had made a few remarks upon the ſubject, and ſhewed 
their lordſhips what an amazing degree of influence, hitherto 
unheard-of, had been uſed to obtain it. He had a petition of 
a direct contrary tenueney, to preſent to their lordſhips on a 
future day, which had been adopted in the moſt open and 
undiſguiſed manner, by calling a public meeting, ſubmitting the 
nature of the two Bills to their confideration, and then . 
ing it at a certain place or places for the ſignatures of thoſe, 
who choſe to put their names to it; and he prided himſelf 
highly in the reflection that the ſpirit and good ſenſe of his 
countrymen was ſuch that, notwithſtanding the extraordinary, 
and unexampled influence he had adverted to, upwards of, 
eight thoufand had come boldly forward and ſigned it. That, 
influence, he obſerved, had been exerted againit men of the 
higheſt and moſt honourable ſtations, and had extended-itſelf 
through every rank and degree, even down to the chimney- 
ſweeper. The meeting, to conſider of the petition which he 
had to preſent againſt the Bills, had been called, he ſaid, at, 
the particular inſtance of a gentleman (among others) who was, 
the brother of an eloquent, a learned, and a ſplendid luminary 
in the profeſſion of the law in this country. [EF a cry 
from the miniſterial bench, of hear, hear / J His. lordſhip 
ſaid, he did not well know what the meaning of that hear, 
bear, could be: he had ſaid nothing but what all the world, 
who knew the diſtinguiſhed chan he was ſpe:king of, 
would join with him in. [ Another cry of hear, hear “] Was 
this vociferation intended, he\aſked, by way of denial of what 
he had faid? Woas it ined, by this cry of hear, hear, to de- 
ny the pre-eminent abilities of the gentleman he had alluded 
to (Mr, Erſkine)? Was it meant to call imputation upon 
the ſoundneſs of his underſtanding, the goodneſs of his heart, 
or the brilliancy of his head? If it was, he was bold to ſay, 
that if the opinions of the people were to be taken by poll 
through the country, he was ſure the great majority, nay, al- 
moſt all, would agree with him in the Juſt ind well-deſerved 
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__ epithets he had applied to him. The brother of this gentle- 
man, who poſſetled abilities equally ſhining, and whoſe fair 
fame, as an advocate at the Scotch bar, ſtood equally for- 
ward, and ranked ja as high a line as thoſe, of his relation did 
here, had Jong held the higheſt and moſt honourable ſtation 
at the Scotch bar, which was the dean of the faculty of ad- 
vecates, This ſtation he had filled for fifteen years laſt paſt, 
with the higheſt honour and reputation to himſelf, and the 
univerſal ſatisfaction of the faculty; having, however, ſhewn 
himſelf active in promoting the meeting for the petition 
againſt thoſe Bills, within a very few days, a requiſition was 
drawn up, and ſigned by a ſet of men, every one of whom 
were in the confidence of, or held places under, the govern- 
ment, addreſſed to the faculty, deſiring them to remove or 
diſmiſs Mr. Henry Erſkine from that high and honourable 
ſtation; and every means were at this moment exerting with 
the faculty of advocates, which influence and power could de- 
viſe, to enforce this ſhameful act of injuſtice and tyranny, 
for. daring to expreſs his opinion againſt what be deemed 
Bills of oppreflion. When we ſee influence openly, and 
without ceremony, ſaid he, exerted againſt ſuch a ee” 
ter, their lordſhips, and the world at large, would eaſily draw 
the inference, how effectually it would be uſed againſt all thoſe 
of inferior claſſes; and he had heard from authority, which 
he could not doubt, that it had been extended in every poſ- 
{ible ſnape down to the very loweſt orders of the people. 
Having ſtated this, the Earl apoligized for having ſo long 
detained the Houſe, ſaid he would reſerve what further he 
might have to fay on the ſubſect, till he ſhould preſent the 
petition to Which he had alluded, | 

The petition” preſented by the Duke of Portland was order- 
ed to lie, on the table. * 

© The Earl of | Hopetnin defended the preſent petition, as 
coming from the moſt reſpeAable inhabitants of that city. 
He admitted that a counter-petition had been ſigned, but ſaid 
he had heard with Freat concern, that an hoiiourable relation 
of his had taken fo leading a part in it. If the petition to be 
preſented hereafter by the noble Earl, really contained ſo many 
tiznarures as he had mentioned, he was much ſurprized that 
the noble Earl ſhould have kept it back, His lordſhip ſpoke 
in terms of panegyrick of the gentlemen of the faculty, 
of advocates, deſcribing them as a moſt reſpectable body, 
and declaring that he was convinced they were actuated by 
no motives but? thoſe of propriety, and that ſenſe of what 
was due to themſelves, which neceſſarily ought to 3 Ne 
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conduct of every deſcription of men entitled to the good 
opinion of the publick. 

The Earl of Lauderdale (aid, it was neceſſary to anſwer 
the inſinuation by a fact: he had kept the petition back 
merely becauſe he meant to enter at length reſpecting it when 
he brought it forward, and was not inclined to take up the 
time of the houſe that night, when- they had ſuch an im- 
portant buſineſs coming before them. 6, 

'The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM HIS MAJESTY. 


Lord Grenvill: brought up a Meſſage from his Majeſty, of 
which the following is a copy: 


G. R. | | 

« His Majety thinks proper "to acquaint the Houſe of Lords, that a con- 
ſcderable diviſion of ſhips, having on board foreign troops in the ſervice of Great 
Britain, having beea diſperſed and damaged, while on their paſſage from the rivers 
Elbe and Weſer to Spithead, the place of rendezyous appointed tor the convoy 
under which it was intended they ſhould be ſent on dittant foreign ſervice, his 
Majeſty has found it unavoidably neceſſary to order the ſaid troops to be diſem- 
barkec, and to be ſtationed in barracks near Southam ton, and in the Iſle of 
Wight; and at the ſame time has given directions that they ſhall be re-embarked, 
and ſent to the place of their deſtination, as ſoon as the tranſports neceſſary for 
their accommodation and conveyance ſhall be in readineſs to receive them, the 
neceſſary orders for that purpoſe having, by his Majeſty's command, been already 
given. G, R.“ 


£ | 

The Meſſage being read by the Clerk. | 

Lord Grenvi!le moved, “ that it be taken into conſideration 
on a future day,” and at the ſuggeſtion of Lord Lauderdale, 
« that the houſe be ſummoned,” 

His lordſhip then preſented another Meſſage from his Ma- 
jeſty, relative to a diſpoſition to liſten to terms of negocia- 
tion with France, ſimilar to that ſent to the Houſe of Com- 
mons the preceding day. 


BILL TO PREVENT SEDITIOUS MEETINGS®. 


The Order of the Day for the ſecond reading of this Bill 
having been read, 

Lord Grenville roſe, and reminded the houſe, that he had, 
en a former day, introduced a Bill for the better ſecurity of 
his Majeſty's perſon and government, which had met with 
their lordihips approbation. On that occaſion, in candour 
and fairn*ſs, he had thought it incumbent on him to ſtate, 
that it was one of the meaſures which his Majeſty's govern- 
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ment intended to bring forward to guard the conſtitution, 
and protect the liberties of the country; but it would be im- 
rfect if not followed up with another Bill, which was more 
immediately calculated to meet the evils they were intended 
to remedy. That other meaſure was the preſent Bill, which 
had been received from the other houſe, and was then-brought 
forward for their lordſhips diicuſſion, namely, for the purpoſe 
of ſuppreſſing ſeditious meetings. The preſent Bil was 
therefore to provide for what the other Bill did not contain; 
viz. to ſecure the lives, the property, and the h»ppinels of the 
people of England, for which important object it would be 
found, that exiſting laws did not ſufficientiy provide. The 
neceſſity of applying ſome effeCtual reſtraint to the exiſting 
evils muſt be obvious to their lordihips ; he would therefore 
refrain from imprefling the truth of that ſentiment again and 
again on their -feelings. He conſidered the preſent Bill as 
part of a ſyſtem to ſuppreſs a great and alarming evil, an evil 
that not only threatened the property of the ſubject, but 
menaced the very exiſtence of the conſtitution ; an evil of 
which no man was ignorant, becauſe on that head their lord- 
ſhips had held repeated debates : its publicity was notorious ; 
and its effect, if not reſtrained, muſt involve the country in 
diſtraction, by the ſubverſion of the conſtitution, The ſyſtem 
to overthrow ail order had gradually been proceeding for 
three years, and during that time it had inceſſantly required 
the moſt ſerious and the moſt folemn deliberation of their 
lordſhips. Therefore, it was a ſubject on which he did not 
mean to enter much at large. It was unneceſlary for their 
lordſhips to deſcant on what was heard and ſeen. The fact 
was notorious, and needed no comment. Their lordſhips, on a 
former occaſion, had declared by their vote, the exiſtence of 
a copſpiracy; the parties were brought to trial. Since that 
period had they abandoned their errors? On the contrary, 
no ſooner were the temporary checks removed, than the 
former buſineſs was reſumed, and new deſigns put in motion. 
Meetings had repeatedly been held; the ſame abominable 
principles were inculcated and diffuſed. Was any thing 
farther neceſſary to expoſe their miſchievous tendency, than 
to ſay, that N itſelf had been the object of their invec- 
tive and abuſe? Inflammatory writings were conſtantly 
iſſuing from the preſs, and circulated witn increaſing activity. 
Incredible pains had been taken to poiton the minds of the 
people, and to alienate them from the conſtitution, in the 
deſtruction of which alone, every ſpecies of wretchedn: {s was 
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lately been exhibited in the attack made upan the ſovercign, 
which had excited univerſal horror and indignation ; and 
whi b, in the opinion of the country, was aſcribed to theſe 
ſocieties. The neceflity of remedying theſe evils was already 
recognized, What had already been done, was only affixing 
a ſeverer degree of puniſhment to particular offences; it was 
next neceſſary to employ legiſlative meaſures of prevention, 
and to ſtrike at the root of the evil. Theſe ſelf.erected ſo- 
cieties had ſpread themſelves and their poiſon throughout the 
country ; they had ſucceeded in availing themſelves of the 
privileges of our free conſtitution to deſtroy its exiſtence. 


Could their lordſhips forget that, through the machinations of 
ſimilar ſocieties in France, the ſovereignty was reduced, the - 


king taken captive, he was hurried to priſon, and from that 
priſon he was led to the ſeaffold? After all theſe enormities, 
the conduct of the French became the ſubject of approbation 
to the ſocieties in this country. And addreſſes, in which the 
hopes expreſied of a ſpeedy revolution in this country, an- 
nounced their wiſhes and their deſigns. He would not detain 
the houſe by ſtating the preſent views of theſe ſocieties ; he 
would only refer to their laſt declaration, in which they pro- 
feſſed an adherence to their former deſigns, The houſe were 
therefore called upon to apply the remedy which this ſituation 
required, 

It had been ſaid on a former occaſion, that the laws guarded 
againſt theſe principles; their lordſhips were however con- 
vinced that was not the caſe ; he therefore found himſelf juſ- 
tified in ſaying, that new and adequate remedies muſt be uſed 
to deſtroy an evil of ſuch magnitude. With ſuch an evil it 
was, perhaps, impoſſible effectually to contend, without ap- 
pearing to encroach upon the privileges of the people. Even 
were this true in a Conſiderable degree, it was worthy of the 
wiſdom of the legiſlature, worthy of the generoſity of a great 
nation, to ſacrifice a part of the conſtitution, to preſerve the 
bleſſings of the whole. Before entering farther into the diſ- 
cuſſion, he would wiſh to ſtate what the Bill really did. If 
this had been done at firſt, he believed none of that clamour 
and oppoſition to the Bills, which had been excited by miſ- 
repreſentation without doors, would have been heard of He 
declared he had ever aſſerted, and valued the right of publick 
diſcuſſion. He had thought it wiſe to have recourſe to it 
before he was member of that houſe ; he had even exerciſed 
it on the preſent occaſion. He did not condemn thoſe who 


oppoſed, for rendering them the ſubject of publick diſcuſſion, 


but he reprobated the means by which the oppoſition to _ 
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had been excited, On the occaſion when he had joined in a 
public meeting on the ſubject of theſe Bills, he maintained, 
that they did not prevent the exerciſe of free diſcuſſion, how- 
ever miſtepreſented by the enemies of the Bills. The object 
againſt which they guarded, was not the free diſcuſſions in meet- 
ings called to debate on public grievances ; theſe could ſtill be 
called in counties by the legal magiſtrates, and in towns by 
the conſtituted authorities as at preſent. This, he mentioned, 
was the fact, in deſpite of the cloud of calumny circulated 
againſt the Bills. At theſe meetings the objects were known, 
and the freeholders were of that deſcription as required no 
reſtraint on their proceedings; hut the prefent ſocieties, 
againſt whom the Bill was aimed, had only in view the ſub- 
verſion of the conſtitution, Thoſe meetings were unknown 
to the conſtitution, which had of late taken place in the me- 
tropolis and its environs. Their objects, and thei? principles 
were ſuch as required reſtraint; and thele reſtraints could be 
provided for without in the leaſt infringing the rights of thoſe 
who met for the diſcuſſion of a public grievance. No man 
could fay, that meetings of this deſcription ought not be re- 
ſtrained, who valued his liberty, or loved the conſtitution. 
The preſent Bill alone affected this claſs of men ; and all meet- 
ings would eſcape, which were ſanctioned by the proviſions 
made in the act. The proviſions did not reſtrain thoſe who 
gave public notice to the magiſtrate, where more than fifty 
meant to aſſemble ; and what rational man would deny, where 
people aſlembled for the purpoſe of ſubverting the — 
and not to petition againſt a grievance, that in ſuch caſe ſuch 
meeting was dangerous and improper. The magiſtrates, by 
the Bill, their lordſhips would perceive, were empowered to 
arreſt any perſon oftending againſt the law, and, in caſe of 
reſiſtance, to diſſolve the aſſembly: this, therefore, when 
people were not actuated by bad motives, could not be con- 
fidered an hardſhip. There were evidently a number of deſ- 
perate individuals affiliated, who were the juſt object of 
alarm, for the purpole of alienating the people from the re- 
ſpect due to the laws, to the government, and to their happy 
conſtitution, . 

Another part of the Bill, went to another ſpecies of ſe- 


dition, and which, in his opinion, was no leſs to be dreaded 


for its miſchievous tendency than the other; that was to the 
regulation of political debates and lectures, The talents of 
the lecturer or orator were devoted to propagate ſedition, and 
to calumniate government: who, therefore, would ſay that 


fuch were not juſt objects of reſtraint? Was it then a _ 
| P 


Dre. 9. ! WOODFALL'S PARHAMENTARY REPORTS. 3 


ſhip that ſuch places of public reſort ſhould be obliged to take 
out a licence, when even publicans were ſubject to a ſimilar 
reſtraint, to prevent the encouragement of licentious and 
wicked aſſemblies? The ſtage alſo was ſubject to regulation. 
If men exerciſed their talents for the laudable purpoſe of in- 
ſtructing the people in a due regard to the conftitution, in 
ſuch caſe the magiſtrate was not juſtified to interpoſe his 
authority, Indeed, it would be ſevere, where an individual 
derived a profit from the  laudable exerciſe of his abilities, 
to refuſe him the advantage reſulting from the fait exertioa of 
his talents. The magiſtrate was to judge of the purpoſe and 
object, and would only interfere where the doctrines taught 
were dangerous and improper. 

Such was the whole effect this Bill was to have, which had 
been magnified, by miſrepre ſentation, into a meaſure calculated 
to ſap the foundation of Britiſh liberty. Was it poſlible, 
conſidering the preſſure of the times called for new meafures, 
that Government could have adopted more lenient ones? In 
all periods of our hiſtory, iuſtances were to be found of the 
evils arifing from tumultuous atiemblies ; nay, the conſequence. 
of one in the vicinity of this metropo'is, ia 1780, muſt be ia 
their Lordſhips* recollection; and that muſt ſhew, from the 
frequency with which they were now held, the abſolute neceſ- 
ſity for their ſupprefſion. bars | 

He would not then, he ſaid, enter into a ſcrupulous invel- 
tigation of the merits or demerits of the various petitions. 
He would aſſure the noble Earl, that nothing was further 
from his mind than to deny the merit or depreciate the talznts 
of a learned gentleman (Mr, Erſkine) to whom he had ad- 
verted in an early part of the evening; this much, however, 
he would ſay, that whatever his talents might be, the reſpect- 
able body whom. he repreſented did not ſuffer them to have 
any weight in their conſideration, when they faw him diſap- 
prove ot thoſe meaſures which they canceived necellary for 
the protection, nay, the-very ſalvation, of the property and 
conſtitution of the country, With reſpect to the reſtraint on 
public lectures, for the purpoſe of diſcuſſing ſedition, that 
could not be called an hardſhip; particularly when dramatic 
tepreſentations were under the controul of a licenſer ; and 2a 
reſtraint exiſted with reſpect to every place of public amuſe- 
ment and public reſort. The laws, he maintained, were not, 
as they ſtood at preſent, ſufficient for the magnitude of the 
evil that exiſted ; and the more he examined the Bills, the 
more he thought their Lordihips were called upon to paſs then 
into a law, | It | 
. The 
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The Earl of Derby ſaid, that had he conſidered the Bill in 
that harmleſs point of view in which the noble Secretary had 
repreſented it, he would not have obtruded himſelf upon the 
patience of their lordſhips; nor even would he have come 
forward, had he not conſidered the meaſure as ſubverſive of 
every thing valuable and fundamental in the conſtitution, -and 
in our liberty. In ſuch a ſituation he could not be ſatisfied 
with a filent vote, but felt himſelf bound to oppoſe, in the 
moſt public and folemn manner, a Bill of ſuch unexampled 


magnitude, and ſuch eventful conſequence. He had been 
+- educated in what were called whig principles; and, from the 


matureſt conſideration of theſe, ever ſince he had arrived at 


ears of diſcretion, he found himſelf at that moment zea- 
ly diſpoſed to vindicate, in his riper years, what he had 
imbibed in the more early periods of his life. Theſe princi- 
ples led him at that time, as they had always done, to look up 
to the revolution of 1688, as an event which fixed and eſta. 
bliſhed the principles of liberty in our conſtitution, and placed 
the foundation of the throne upon the rights of the people. 
At that period, the privilege of petitioning was demanded and 
received as a right eſſential to the people; and any attempt to 
take it away, or to diminiſh its value, Engliſhmen ought to 
withſtand, as the deareſt principle on which their freedom 
was founded. | 
Would the noble Lord ſtate popular meetings, from which 
the public opinion was to be gathered, as unknown to the 
conſtitution? He would not be fo ſolicitous t prove the an- 
riquity as the advantage of the practice. The American war, 
the moſt impolitic and diſaſtrous in which this nation had been 
ever engaged, except that in the conduct of which the noble 
Lord was concerned, had been ſhortened and coneluded by the 
prom. and remonſtrances of ſuch meetiags as the noble 
ord affected to hold fo novel and unprecedented. Was not 
a Ruſhan war alio lately prevented by the ſame means? A re- 
ſource which, after the paſſing of the Bill, the people would 
never be allowed toemploy, But what arguments were given 
for a meaſure ſo formidable? The noble Lord talked of the 
neceflity of the Bill, and that it did not entrench upon the 
rights of the people. Upon theſe points let the arguments 
reſt ; he had no objection to join iſſuè with him upon both. 
As to the neceflity, where was the proof of it? He * he 
ſhould not appear uncivil in ſaying, that the noble Lord's 
high-toned declamation upon the evils of the French revolu- 
tion, with which the Houſe had been fo often entertained, 
and his ſtatement of the incflicacy ef the ſuſpenſion — 
US's aveas 
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Habeas Corpus Act, were not at all ſatisfactory. He was 
not willing to diſpute the noble Lord's aſſertions, which elſe- 
where he was ready to reſpect; but, upon a matter of ſuch im- 
portance as this, he was not aſhamed to call for the prooſs 
which the ſubject admitted. What had the Houſe to do with 
notoriety ? he notoriety of facts in common life might, 
perhaps, be ſafely truſted ; but was it decent, was it prudent, 
to act upon it in affairs of ſuch infinite concernment and im- 
portance ? 

It was ſaid that the ſocieties held in this metropolis adhered 
to their original principles, He was not acquainted with an 
body belonging to theſe meetings; and he even difapproved 
highly of many publications in circulation; but he judged them 
from their own declarations. They complained bitterly, that 
their intentions were ſo much miſrepreſented, and their mean- 
ing ſo much miſanderitood, It was maintained that they d:d 
not mean what they ſaid; that, when they mentioned reform, 
they meant revolution; when they ſpoke of equal Jaws, they 
were acculed of wiſhing to effect equality of ranks and of 
property. They deſired to be judged by a compariſon of 
their actions with their words, and challenged their enemies 
to point out an inconſiſtency. But were all the charges im- 
puted to theſe ſocieties proved, his opinion of the Bill would 
not be changed. He could not think of puniſhing the inno- 
cence of the many for the guilt of the few, nor'give up tte 
riahts of the people becauſe the general principle was abuſed. 
Where was the proof that the laws were inadequate? He 
diſapproved of ſedition; but were the laws for the prevention 
of it inſufficient? Was ſedition unknown to the hiſtory of 
this country? Was it a new crime? Was there not ſediti: n 
and diſcontent in the days of King William and Queen Anne? 
Was not the principle of their S arraigned, and 
their perſons endangered? Were there not afterwards power- 
tul factions, and open rebellions ; but did they ever, in the 
moment of real danger, think of ſuch meaſures as this? Did 
they ever attempt to impoſe a reſtraint upon public diſeuſ- 
ion? They placed the Government on a firmer baſis, upon 
the love, not upon the fear, of the ſubjects. They ſought 
not to introduce any new law; but were contented with the 
prudent and active exerciſe of the power placed in their hands, 
to check the evil and remove the danger. 'I'hey reſpected the 
conſtitution, and preſerved public privileges unimpaired. If 
the laws then were ſufficient, was not the conduct of mini- 
ſters chargeable with the utmoſt ſupineneſs of guilt in not 
employing them. 
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He was not, the Earl ſaid, apt to ſtate bold accuſations 
but when he ſaw men attack one part of the conſtitution, he 
was entitled to conclude that they would not ſpare the whole. He 
was entitled to conclude that they allowed ſedition to increaſe, 
that they might find pretence for new laws, ee they 
might ſhackle the I:berties of their country. He would not 
jumble the two Bills together, but he would ſay that their 
principle was the fame. Still were there no laws? Was there 
not impriſonment? Were there not fines, examples of which 
might be mentioned, little to the praiſe of the lenience of 
the practice of the law? The perſon to whom the noble 
Lord had alluded that night (Lord George Gordon) had pe- 
riſhed in jail, to the utter diſgrace of the law of this country. 
Was not the caſe of Mr. Walker, of Mancheſter, a ſufficient 
proof of its ſeverity? Would it then be ſaid that no adequate 
puniſhment exiſted for ſedition? No magiſtrate, however, 
would act, no jury would convict, upon the preſent Bill. 
Look at ſevere laws, and ſay whether they conduced to the 
- attainment of their object. No magiſtrate would even carry 
into force ſome part of the Riot Act, from which he perceived 
a great deal of the preſent Bill to be borrowed. If, how- 
ever, it was neceſſary, why not produce the proof to juſtify 
the meaſure, 

In the Riot AR, there was one clauſe in it, on which the 
mag iſtrates had never dared to act, had never attempted to 
bring an offender to conviction ;z and he defied an inſtance to 
be brought of any conviction being ever had upon it: that 
was the clauſe where any one perſon ſhould remain ſuch a time 
after it was read. It was the nature of all ſuch clauſes to de- 
feat the ends for which they were made,  * 

With regard to the principle and clauſes of the bill, he was 
ſupported by great authorities when he gave them his pointed 
diſapprobation. He had converſed with many people on the 
ſubject, and the opinion he heard was unfavourable to the bills, 
but eſpecially to the clauſe where ſuch latitude of power was 
allowed to the magiſtrate. He ſtated the odious ſituation to 
' which the juſtices were reduced by it, and ſaid there wert 
clauſes in the Act, under which no magiſtrate of honour and 
reſpectability would agree to act. He himſelf had made en- 
quiries on this head, among ſeveral molt reſpectable gentlemen 
in the commiſſion of the peace; and he declared, upon his 
honour, that every one of them had aſſured him they ſhould 
dread the idea of being obliged to act under the preſent bills. 
He begged leave to read, as part of his ſpeech, an extract of 
a letter from a perſon of the higheſt character and the firſt 


talents, a juſtice of the peace of acute diſcernment and un- 
1755 | impeachcd 
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impeached integrity, a man of no political party, but ſteadily 
and firmly attached to his King and country. The letter was 
moſt forcibly and ably written, and in the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
eloquent language, deprecated the duty that the bill, if it paſſed 
into a law would impoſe upon magiſtrates, Other magi- 
ſtrates might be of a different opinion. But he did not think 
that the petitions that had been preſented in their favour went 
ſpecifically to approve of the preſent bills. The general 
purport of the letter was, that he highly diſapproved of the 
meetings at Chalk Farm and Copenhagen Houſe, as well as 
the ſpeeches of Thelwall and others which were delivered at 
them. But why on this account ſtrike at the root of the 


liberties of Engliſhmen by theſe bills? Why not commence 


vigorous proſecutions againſt them, and let thoſe who were 
guilty ſuffer, and not in this manaer puniſh the innocence 
of the many becauſe of the imputed crimes of the 
few ? At all events, let not the juſtices be included in 
the bills; put not them upon ſo painful a taſk as that of being 
the abiter of the law ; and the judging, by their own deſcre- 
tion, of the exact point of language in which ſhall commence 
criminality of intention. At leaſt, if it mult be lo, let thoſe 
who are now in the commiſſion be turned out, and others 
ſubſtituted, who may have made up their minds to the politics 
of the preſent day; for it ſeemed to him that the buſineſs and 
duty of a magiſtrate would now be, inſtead of ſtudying Burn's 
Juſtice, and Dornford's Reports, to apply themſelves aſſidu- 
ouſly to the effuſions of Edmund Burke, and the ravings of 
Thomas Paine ; and the commiſhons ſhould only be made to 
continue during the exiſtence of that adminiſtration by 
which they were appointed.” Theſe were ſome of the lead- 
ing features of one of the beſt and moſt energetic letters he 
ever read; with which his lordſhip faid, he entirely coincided 
in every tittle, and which he aſſured their lordſhips he would 
not have read to them, if this gentleman, whom he was proud 
and happy to call his friend, had not expreſſed it far better than 
he could have done himſelf. 

When the bill had been firſt introduced by a right honour- 
able gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) in another 
place, in a ſpeech of great fire and fury, the cloven foot had 
too ſoon appeared, and he had been fince forced to admit of 


various qualifications. He wondered that a perfon of that 


right honourable gentleman's ingenuity and penetration did 
not reflect upon the change which had taken place in the 
opinions of the public ſince the time when he ruled in the 
height of his omnipotence. That right honourable gentle- 
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man forgot the change produced by a'war, he would not fay 
brought on, for he did not wiſh to cavil with the noble lord 
oppoſite to him, (Lord Grenville,) but a war continued by the 
pride and arrogance, and conducted by the folly and incapa- 
city of miniſters ; and that the people of this country were 
almoſt ſtarving by the bungling ſyſtem they had purſued. It 
was then found that it was — by ſome conceſſion, to 
reſtore the people to good humour, already revolting at the 
boldneſs of his delipns ; that it would be wifer to ſoften down 
what was diſagreeable, and, by cajoling and artifice, to induce 
them to ſubmit to an attack upon their liberties, He ſaid he 
had never known men capaple of reſuming that part of their 
freedom which they had allowed to be abridged. The change 
11 the duration of the bill to him was no great ſubject of 
conſolation. The people, who would ſubmit to be deprived 
of their rights for three years, might be eafily reconciled to 
| W utter deprivation. He that would be a ſlave even for an 
hour, had loſt the proud diſtinction and ardent principle of 
freedom. When chains were once impoſed, might not the 
miniſter come with ſome affected pretences and artful colour- 
ing, to prolong the period of ſervitude till the principle be- 
came familiar to the mind ? Were not all attacks upon liberty 
gradual and guarded ? "Thoſe who would not fubmit at this 
time to give up all their right, might be cajoled at ſome 
future period to a ſurrender of the remainder. , The Riot Act 
according to Blackſtone, had firſt been introduced in the reign 
of Edward VI. had been revived with limitations under the 
2rocious and bloody reign of Mary, from which time it had 
ſlept till the reign or George II. when it was adopted for the 
ſecurity ef the family on the throne, after reciting many ad- 
ditions, and creating new crimes. Upon the Riot Act his 
Jordihips ſaid, he would ſtate the opinion of Mr. Pulteney, as 
reported in Chandler's Debates. The words there ſtated to 
have been uſed by Mr. Pulteney, were © That he repented of 
having given his voice for the paſſing of that law; but his zeal 
for that family, to which no one could doubt his attachment, 
had tranſper:ed him beyond the bounds of propriety, Was 
paſſive obedience he would aſk, to be eſtabliſhed by law in 
that government, which had been founded by refiſtance ? 
Engliſhmen could no longer be called a free people, if a ſer- 
jeant, at the head of a number of hirelings, was entitled to 
diſturb their aſſemblies, and expoſe them to military execu- 
tion.” Such was the opinion of Mr. Pulteney, which he 
had tated to ſhew the danger of precipitate zeal ; in ſact he 
had read the extract to ſhew that the greateſt men might w 
4 | an 
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and de afterwards unbappy for what they had done; what ſevere 
reflections would it not produce, ſhould a period arrive when 
many of their lordſhips who act with the beſt intentions, 
would repent that they had given their voice for the preſent 
bill, and lament too late that they had lightly ſanctioned a mea- 
ſure which overthrew the liberties of their country. He ſaw 
clearly that the Riot Act was the model on which they had fra- 
med the preſent bill, though the preamble was different; and 
the reaſon was, that if the preamble of this bill had been like 
that of the Riot Act they mult have produced proof; the pre- 


amble of the Riot Act ſaid, & that ſuch and ſuch dangers had 


been found to exiſt,” which ſhewed they had received proofs 
of it ; but in the preamble to this there were no ſuch words to 
be found. | 
In the conſideration of ſome of the clauſes of this bill, this 
queſtion preſented itſelf, Was there no danger that even the 
exceptions of public meetings might become nugatory ? Had 
we no inſtances. of magiſtrates refuſing to convoke ſuch aſ- 
ſemblies ? which, if they refuſed to do, the people, in the 
exerciſe of the right of diſcuſſing public topics, and petitioning 
againſt grievances, might be ſubjected to the penalties of the 
bill. Any thing might be conſidered by 2 fooliſn or a corrupt 
magiſtrate, as tending'to © create diſlike;“ and even the in- 
temperate language of a hired ſpy might furnith a pretence for 
diſperſing the meeting. : 
The people of this country had a right to free diſcuſſion, 
It was a principle that he had ever recognized, with regard to 
all perſons and every ſubject ; and God forbid the contrary 
ſhould every be eſtabliſhed. He conceived that the power 
which was veſted in magiſtrates, of ſeizing and carrying to 
puniſhment thoſe in what were called unjawful aſſemblies, 
would take the offence without the cognizance of a jury, and 
expoſe the culprit to arbitrary puniſhment. He truſted he had 
ſaid enough to ſhew the bad effects of ſuch a power in the 
various caſes in which it might be exerciſed. On the whole, 
God only knew what would be the event of the preſent mea- 
ſures. He could hardly think it a lefs evil than thoſe to be 
remedied by tbe bill, to ſee the people of this country (ink 
into liſtleſs apathy. The eſſence of the government was then 
gone for ever; the principle of freedom would be extinguiſhed. 
Miniſters might taſte a horrid gratification. in the contem- 
plation of the effects which their meaſures might produce: 
they might triumph in their ſucceſs, and it was the only 
triumph they had to boaſt ; be would not, however, envy 
them. The Earl faid be had delivered his fentiments freely 
on a ſubject that had weighed him to the ground. He had 
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diſcharged his duty imperfectly and inadequately, he would 
confeſs, but he was ſure he had diſcharged it conſcientiouſly, 
Whatever was the conſequence he would ſay— 

Victrix cauſa'diis placuit ſed vita Catoni. 


Miniſters alone were the deities, however, to whom the 
victory would be acceptable. That Being who had created 
man for freedom, could never be gratified in ſeeing the pur- 
poſes of his wiſdom and goodneſs counteracted; nor could 
he fail to regard thoſe with complacence who had honeſtly 
engaged in the cauſe of liberty and truth. The Earl re- 
turned his thanks to the Houſe for their patience and indul- 
gence, and then ſat down, declaring that he ſhould vote againſt 
the bill in every ſtage of it. 

The Earl of Weſtmoreland ſaid, he was willing to ſhare in 
all the opprobium which had been caſt on the framers of theſe 
bills, the neceſſity of which he fully felt, and if he had not 
otherwiſe been convinced of it, the oppoſition made to them 
would have proved it ſufficiently in that reſpect. The relation 
between the governors and governed was ſuch, that what the 
latter gave in allegiance, the former repaid in protection; and 
protection was beſt inſured by the preventive meaſures included 
in the preſent bills. There were ambitious men, holding 
nightly meetings, to inculcate invidious diſtinctions between 
the rich and the poor, for no other purpoſe than to gratify 
their own rapacity. ö 

Ut jugulent homines ſurgunt de nocte latrones.“ 


Againſt ſuch men reſtrictive meaſures were neceſſary. No 
King, he was convinced, ever reigned more in the hearts of 
his ſubjects than his preſent Majeſty. At a time like the pre- 
ſent, however, the general affection of his ſubjects was not 
ſufficient to guard him and the conſtitution againſt ambitious 
projects, their effects and their conſequences. The ſocietie 

his Jordſhip ſaid, were the cauſe of the war, by the en- 
couragement which they held forth to the enemy ; and their 
efforts went alſo to prolong the war by the ſame means. He 
knew thatapprehenſions were ſtrongly entertained by thoſe who 
did not underſtand the bill, Many were taught to clamour 


ſor a peace, as the only mode of lowering the price of pro- 


viſions. The high price of corn was certainly not owing to the 
war, at leaft not ina principal degree, the army and navy con- 
ſumed more animal food than bread, biſket, or flour, and if they 
were at home, the men muſt be fed, and the conſumption would 
be at leaſt the ſame, perhaps greater than while they were a- 
broad, the probability being that while they were abroad,they > 
7 rived 
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rived the greateſt part of their proviſions from the countries 
2 neareſt to their occaſional ſituation. There was 
undoubtedly always ſome waſte attendant on warlike opera- 
tions, but that was not more peculiar to this war than any 
other. In France all the rich had been put to death; and the 
example was dangerous to England, where it would be better 
to ſend the people to the loom and the anvil, to make them 
iadefatigable in the works of honeſt induſtry,than to ſuffer them 
to waſte their time and money by attendance on ſeditious 
meetings. 

His Foraſhip ſpoke at large on the Riot Act, and traced the 
different treaſon and ſedition laws from the reign of Edward 
the Third to that of George the Second, diſplaying much 
knowledge of the parliamentary hiſtory of the laws in being 
upon thoſe ſubjects. He entered into a diſcuſſion on the 
ſcarcity of corn, and the conſequent high price of it, de- 
claring that an aggravation in both particulars was to be ex- 
pected about the end of ſummer, unleſs large ſupplies were 
obtained from abroad, and therefore every meaſure that could 
be deviſed to reduce the conſumption was devoutly to be de- 
fired, The Earl concluded by expreſſing his wiſh that parlia- 
ment and men of property ſhould unite to defend their eſtates 
and liberties. 

The Duke of Norfolk ſpoke ſhortly againſt the bill. Tt 
went in his opinion to forbid all popular meetings, unleſs con- 
vened by certain magiſtrates, and conſequently to cramp and 
undermine the right of petitioning. How little reliance was 
to be placed on the aſſent of thoſe magiſtrates appeared, he 
faid, in the conduct of the Sheriffs of York and Northum- 
betland. The remedy, in his opinion, was worle than the 
diſeaſe ; and thepce he concluded that the real object of the 
bill was to eſtabliſh a ſtate inquiſition in the ge 

Lord Boringdon ſaid, that whatever party in the other Houſe 
might have been the cauſe of the length of time which the 
bill nad remained there, he equally rejoiced that its progreſs 
had been marked with that careful and becoming anxiety, 
which its importance ſo juſtly demanded. He did not think 
the delay which had taken place either uſeleſs or vexa- 
tious ; and he no leſs approved of its principle, than he re- 
joiced in its effect. Had the bill been brought up for their 
lordſhips conſideration at a much earlier period of its exiſtence, 
he ſhould have felt great doubt and embarraſsment in addreſ- 
ling the houſe upon the occaſion. Such doubt would not have 
proceeded from any fluctuating opinion upon the merits of the 
but itſelf, but from the (he had almoſt ſaid) national * 
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which miſrepreſentation had contrived to excite againſt it, 
If the members of the legiſlature were pcrſuaded that the main 
body of the nation was decidedly hoſtile to any thing, he 
thought ſuch a conſideration ought in great meaſure to influ- 
ence them. He ſtated the point to which milrepreſentation 
had been ſucceſsful z and ſpecified ſeveral inſtances in which 
the groſſeſt falſhoods had at firſt been thruſt upon the public 
mind. The alterations which had taken place in the bill itfelf, 
the proceedings which had taken place at a late meeting at 
York, and the innumerable petitions which had recently been 
preſented in favour of the bills, from the moſt reſpectable 
quarters, all tended to relieve him completely from any ſuch 
embarraſſment, as that which he had juſt mentioned. He 
believed miſrepreſentation to be entirely defeated, and the 
nation in general to be decidedly in favour of the meaſure. 
Much ſtreſs had been laid on the reality of the danger exiſting 
in the country, 'and the miſchievous tendency of the ſocieties 
had been a good deal called inqueſtion, ſince the ſocieties them- 
felves had taken ſome pains to difown much of the libellous 
traſh which had been circulated about the country by citizen 
Lee and others. He faid he did not wiſh to criminate any 
ſet of men whatever, by-extracts from the ſpeeches of indi- 
viduals, by any unjuſt inferences, or by any vague and un- 
warranted aſſertions. With the permiſſion of the Houſe he 
would read to them not an extract from an individual ſpeech, 
or from an anonymous pamphlet, but three or four diſtinct 
and ſolemn reſolutions propoſed and paſſed within the laſt fix 
weeks, by the London Correſponding Society, in the open 
air, and (as they aſſerted) with the acclamation of one or 
200,000 perſons : Theſe reſolutions he ſaid, bore the official 
ſignature of two ſecretaries, and were circulited with great 
induſtry in different parts of the country. One of them, 
which he read, declared the only hope of the people to be in 
themſelves, and one of the others, which he read, notwith- 
ſtanding the undoubted and unfortunate certainty of the con- 
trary, declared the late harveſt to have been very abundant. 
He aſked, whether the legiſlature would not be guilty of a molt 
criminal ſupineneſs, were it to take no meaſures for putting a 
| ſtop to proceedings of ſuch a nature. He aſked, whether 
there ever was ſuch a thing heard of in the world as any 
fociety whatever, aſſembling whenever it pleaſed x or 200,000 
people, and telling them that all government was uſurpation, 
that all law was tyranny, and in ſhort propoſing to them reſolu- 
tions ſimilar to thoſe which he had juſt read to the Hon{ ; 
reſolutions, he faid, conthining aſſertions as fallacious in theory, 
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as they were poſitively falſe in fact. He lamented that the 
noble lords who had ſpoken on the other fide of the Houſe, 
had ſo cautiouſly abſtained from giving any opinion of their 
own on the ſubject of theſe ſocieties. He ſhould have been 
much gratified at hearing the fair and real opinion of thoſe who 
oppoſed the bill, which he ſaid had avowedly, and in fact for its 
object the ſuppreſſion of theſe different ſocieties, Thoſe who 
thought the bill unneceſſary, muſt, by the faireſt inference be 
ſuppoſed to think that the ſocieties were not dangerous to the 
liberties and to the tranquillity of the country. He con- 
tended that thoſe. who had paid the ſinalleſt attention 
to the formation, to the principles, and to the conduct 
of theſe bodies, thoſe even who had not purpoſel 
ſhut their ears againſt what was matter of the greate 
notoriety to the Whole country, all ſuch, he ſaid, muſt 
feel and know that they combine within themſelves as 
much art, activity, connection, and unity of delign as 
ever threatened the exiſtence of any government or conſtitu- 
tion whatever. That theſe ſocieties had been in being for 
two or three years, was no proof of weakneſs, or abſence of 
danger at the preſent moment: the only concluſion which 
could be drawn from this circumſtance was, that govern- 
ment had hitherto uſed very great forbearance, and that it 
muſt be with great reluctance that they now came forward 
with the preſent meaſure. He truſted that the Bill would 
prove efficacious; ſhould it, however, turn out otherwiſe, as 
he thought the object the legiſlature had in view, was a wiſe, 
a juſt, and a neceſſary one; he hoped their lordſhips would 
not be deterred from the right and conſtant purſuir of it; he 
truſted that the country would feel confident under the ex- 
ertions of its parliament; that they would give it credit for zeal 
and firmneſs, et intelligent multo nos vigilare acrius ad ſalutem, 
quam ilii in perniciem reipublice. n | 

The Marquis of Lanſdown roſe, and began with declaring 
that, generally ſpeaking, he diſapproved of commenting oa 
events in other countries, of which it was not very likely we 
could have more than an imperfect account, yet if ever it was 
juſtifiable, perhaps the preſent was the eriſis when circum- 
ſtances did ſomewhat juſtify ſuch a conduct. If he were to 
put himſelf in the ſituation of miniſters, and aſk whether 
affiliated ſocieties, ſuch as the Jacobin Club, correſponging 
all over the country, were not, to be conſideted as cauſe of a- 
prehenſion, he would anſwer himſelf that they were, and were to 
be guarded againſt as highly dangerous. It would be neceſſary 
to examine the nature of the caſe under Sonſideration. W has, 
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in fact, was government? It was a thing founded completely 
and totally on public opinion; it could not be eſtabliſhed 
without it; and it fell to the ground as ſoon as that, its indiſ- 
penſible ſupporter, had withdrawn its aid. The rank or con- 
dition of the perſons oppoſing it was in his mind of little im- 
96 — ; nay, if the leader of any faction were the meaneſt 
nker's clerk in the city, if he had addreſs enough to ſway 
the popular will, the danger was equally imminent, and the 
call upon prevention equally urgent. And, indeed, when he 
contemplated the object which was preſented by a central 
committee of this fort in the heart of a great country, affiliated 
with other ſocieties in moſt of the principal towns of the 
kingdom, the ſubject could not but demand ſome attention 
from miniſters, could not but exact ſume meaſure of precaution 
for the ſecurity of the conſtitution, When this declaration 
was heard, no one, he believed, would venture to ſtyle him 
a favourer of Jacobiniſm. Upon the ſubject of the petitions, 
the vis ſtated, that meetings in general were of two 
ſorts : The firſt, of the innocent and well-meaning claſſes of 
the community, who, believing that they were aggrieved, 
made their remonſtrances with warmth, though it might be 
* with miſtaken earneſtneſs; and ſuch petitions might left 
fafely to evaporate as the convictionthat time would give, would 
ſufficiently anſwer them. 
The other ſort of meeting was one where real grievances 
did actually exict; and whatever might be done with reſpect 
to the laſt, all remedies ſhort of removing the matter com- 
plained of would prove ineffectual. He could not, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid; but recclled a caſe wherein he had once occaſion to 
take the advice of a phyſician, on account of a violent pain 
in his ſhoulder, who, upon being told that a brother of the 
faculty ſaid he could cure it in a certain way, replied, © and ſo 
can I: only it remains to be aſked, if the local feat of the diſ- 
order be changed, in what part of the ſyſtem will it next break 
out? It may diſappear, but where will it go?“ Where the diſ- 
eaſe was radical, the application of any ſuch correctives only 
ſhifted the ſeat of it; as, by the uſe of goulard, or any other 
_ cooling medicine, the humour might be driven from the ſur- 
face of the frame. In the preſent inſtance, however, no wiſe 
man could deny that a grievance did exiſt in the inadequate 
repreſentation of the people : another queſtion aroſe upon the 
-ſubjeR, viz. whether this was a proper moment to agitate it 
with a view to its redreſs? Undoubtedly the theory of the 
+ Britiſh Conſtitution was a noble one ; the great queſtion was, 
whether, in the practice, this theory had not been — 
{ 2 par 
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departed from as to be nearly given up? He had never been 
a party man; and —— to be underſtood in all he 
ſhould ſay, as expreſſing merely the ſentiments of an indivi- 
dual. He had two objections to party: one was, that if he 
attached himſelf-to'any ſet of men, it would neceſſarily follow, 
that, at times, he muſt ſubmit his opinion to theirs, and this 
he diſliked ; the other was, that he thought there was a ſome- 
thing in the idea of voting with party naturally and neceſſarily 
corrupt. þ 

When he looked at the compoſition of the legiſlative 
powers, he ſaw them divided, generally ſpeaking, into two 
bodies; one conſtantly voting on the ſide of the miniſter, and 
the other as uniformly voting with the termed the op- 
poſition. From hence reſulted a falſe inference, that the act of 


the miniſter was the wiſh of the ſovereign, and that he who 


ſhould oppoſe any meaſure of the former was in perſonal o 
poſition to the latter. If this was an error on the fide of the 
government, there was an error perfectly correſpondent on that 
of the people ; they not unfrequently attributed to the prin- 
_ Ciples and defigns of men what, in fact, were meaſures at- 
tributable only to the ſtate of affairs. In the preſent criterion, 
therefore, what was to be done? When the aſſertion had been 
made, that this was no fit moment to bring forward any ſuch 
queſtion of grievance as he had deſcribed, he had ag toit; 
but becaule, by the violence of perſons cheriſhing French 
principles, the ſecurity of the conſtitution had been menaced, 
in their care for a particular part, it/was not the leſs incumbent 
upon their Lordſhips to be watchful that no one branch in- 
vaded the rights and privileges-of the other ; and he could 
not but ſee of late many alarming ſtrides of prerogative 
manifeſted in the meaſures ſubmitted to that and the other 
Houſe of Parliament. : | 
Admitting, as he did, therefore, the expediency of ſome 
meaſure, the queſtion naturally preſented itſelf whether there 
might not be found a meaſure adapted to the occaſion, and 
yr of what was propoſed? His lordſhip ſaid, he had not 
one defender of the preſent Act, who did not ſęel him= 
ſelf obliged to confeſs that it was an invaſion of thoſe moſt 
invaluable ground-works of Britiſh liberty, Magna Charta 
and the Bill of Rights. By thoſe were recognized and eſta. 
bliſhed the right of petition and the right of diſcuſſion, He 
confeſſed that many of the petitions and papers of the ſocie- 
ties alluded to were below notice; and obſerved how much 


had been made of the aſſertion that the preſent meaſure was 


grounded upon ** A Some of theſe precedents were 


fetched 
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fetched from the reign of Elizabeth; and great and glorious 
as her reign confeſſedly was, yet, in the conſideration that 
ſhe inherited the arbitrary ſentiments characteriſtic of her fa- 
ther and all the Princes of the Tudor line, that was a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon alone why precedents ſhould not be drawn from 
"the reign of Elizabeth. If minifters were fond of her reign, 

Why not copy the conduct of that wiſe Princeſs mutatis mutan- 
dis, and not obnoxiouſly ? Mr. Hume ſays of that Sovereign, 

| that, by adapting all her meaſures to the - of the times, 
ſhe ſucceeded in raiſing the country, to a ſtate of unequalled 
glory and happineſs.” Why, therefore, do they not copy her 
economy, recollecting that ſhe gave up her jewels, and was 
content to alienate even a part of the Crown Lands, rather 
than lay oppreflive and additional burthens =_ the peo- 
ple? there was another and a ſtill ſtronger inſtance in her 
conduct touching the Reformation. We ſhould look at the 
temper ſhe diſplayed: in the management of religious preju- 
dices ; and apply it as a rule for our conduct in the preſent 
emergency: the American and French revolutions evinced 
that men would go as far upon the impulſe of a civil as a re- 
ligious enthufiaſm. Elizabeth never leaned too much to the 

Catholics nor to the Proteſtants, but gradually acquieſced in 

thoſe reforms which ſhe found the people wiſhed for, and 

which ſhe had wiſdom ſufficient to ſee were calculated to pre- 
ſerve the peace of the country, and to ſtrengthen her govern- 
ment by making it more popular, It was by taking this ju- 
dicious medium, that the preſerved for us that moderate 
church, which it was our pride to poſſeſs; which he truſted 
would laſt as long as the conſtitution itſelf ; and that both 
would deſcend honoured and revered together to the end of 
time. Still leſs would any precedent apply drawn from the 
miſerable reign of Charles II. every year of which was marked 
with violations of the rights of the ſubject, and the liberties of 
the country. | 

Another matter much relied on in defence of the Bill, his 

Lordſhip obſerved was the plea of neceſſity, and in reply to 

that it had been aſked whether the exiſting laws were not 

ſufficient, without the innovation of the preſent branch of a 

new code? On that point, he had no heſitation in declaring 

it to be his belief that no lawyer would ſay that the exiſting 
law was not adequate to the puniſhment of any offences with 
which the Corretſadibg or any other Society, or any indivi- 
dual, were charged, or were likely to be charged. He wiſhed 
that a noble and learned Lord (Lord Thurlow) would get up 
and deliver his opinion, which, though he had no longer a PEP 
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bis hand, and a black coat on, no one reſpected more than he 
did, He wiſhed to hear him deliver his opinion whether any 
new mode of prevention or puniſhment were indiſpenſibly 
neceſlary, A further authority to which be ſhould reſort was 

at of another ex-officer, and ex-lord-mayor, Mr. Alderman 
Skinner. That gentleman, whoſe conduct merited the higheſt 
praiſe of his fellow citizens, was continually teized by govern- 
ment to call in the military, but be as conſtantly had firmly 
refuſed z-and he found by experience that the civil power, and 


the exiſting laws, were fully adequate to the preſervation of 
tranquility, which was much better maintained during his 


mayoralty than during that of other perſons who had purſued 
a different line of conduct. Another proof of the adequacy 
of the laws was to be found in the fate of Mr. Yorke, who 
had juſt been ſent to Dorcheſter jail, The laws were ſuf- 
ficient to convict him of ſedition, and to puniſh him. If his 
ſeditious words were thus eafily come at, why not thoſe of 
Mr. Thelwall, if he bad really ſpoken. them? He would do 
every man juſtice : he knew of nothing ſo peculiarly flagitious 
in the aſſertions of Mr. Thelwail, as to call for any peculiap 
puniſhment. He had heard that Mr. Thelwall had affirmed 
oppoſition to be juſt as bad as miniſtry, and that as little good 
was to be expected from them. I his probably did not offend 


government, He had alſo been told, that he had faid the 


miniſter was a notorious apoſtate; of the truth of that aſſer- 
tion the publick could judge: and he had affirmed, that the 
miniſter heaped ſalaries and penſions on himel! and faniily, 
while the publick was overburthened with taxes and debts ; 
this was mere matter of arithmetic, which he leſt to others to 
calculate. Were' he Miniſter, the Marquis ſaid, he ſhould 
certainly wiſh to ſtop ſuch a man's mouth; and if he could 


not do it otherwiſe, he ſhould probably do it by force. 


Although he was by no means the advocate of ſuch mens was 
Thelwall the only man who ſpoke unwelcome matters? He 
remembered reading a paper ſome time ago in a newipan ry 
to which was affixed the name of a molt tefpectable 
gentleman, He ſaid, he alluded to Mr. Law, a gentleman 
who had left England for America, who had been a member gf 
the Aſſociation Club, at the head of which Mr. Reeves pre- 
ſided, but who was ſo diſguſted at the arbitrary and partie! 
proceedings of the preſident, that he thought it neceſlary © 
aſſign his reaſons for quitting the club, in a leiter whic') he 
publiſhed in the Morning Chronicle. His Lordſhip read 
Mr, Law's letter, and animadverted upon it, accompanyi g 
his comments with mach panegyrick on Mr. Law.] * 2 ; 
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Gid his Lordſhip, is a perfect Jacobin Club, which even uſes 
French phraſes, and ſays it is the germ of other ſocieties, and 
is a Committee of Correſpondence, that is, a London Cor. 
reſponding Society. This Committee ſtill exiſts at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, and of courſe goes on in its old 
track : but I cannot bring myſelf to believe, that the man at 
the head of ſuch an inquiſition, ill holds any place under 
government. Miniſters. will not, ſurely, dare to laviſh the 

ublick money on ſuch an enemy to the conſtitution and 
FLerties of Engliſhmen.” He imagined the noble Secretary 
muſt have been abroad, and ſo never heard of this ſociety of 
correſpondents, which recommended its ſuggeſtions, through 
the Solicitor for the Treaſury, to a gentleman on every ac- 
count ſo eſtimable as the 8 

As to the King, no man could for a moment believe the ex- 
iſtence of any plot againſt him: a government leſs vigilant 
than ours muft inevitably have diſcovered it, if it had exiſted. 
He remembered, that when he was Secretary of State, in the 
year 1767, an Ambaſlador from Morocco, being about to 
return, waited upon him, and returned thanks in a ſet florid 
ſpeech for the civilities he had experienced in the country : 
but, faid he, „if I had been treated otherwiſe, I ſhould have 
thought it my duty to have concealed the circumſtance from 
my royal maſter ; for it is a maxim with me that Sovereign 
Princes thould live well together,” So, ſaid the Marquis, I 
would have it with a prince and his people; I would en- 
deavour as much as poſſible to keep them friends: I never 
would excite ſuſpicions and jealouſies between them. 

W hen the maniac, who was at this time in confinement, 
aſſaulted the Sovereign, he remembered that the King mounted 
his horſe the next day, and rode without attendants to 
Windſor. Such conduct he admired, as equally wiſe and 
magnanimous. And fo well was he ſatisſied of the ſenti- 
ments of magnanimity which influenced that auguſt per- 
ſonage, that, after the late attack, which they all deplored, he 
would have had not the lighteſt objection to ride through the 
ſtreets of London; even it he had met with any one perſon, 
who, from ſuffering by the war, or under a grievous famine, 
or from the enormous preſſure of taxes, might have been led 
to ſhew an appearance of diſlatisfation, the countenance of 
the King would of itſelf have diſarmed him by its benovelent 
expreſſion; and he might have ſaid, “ None of theſe grievances 
are imputable to me; I grieve for your diſtreſs ; but addreſs 
yourſelves to my miniſters; they are reſponſible for every 


publick meaſure,” 
The 
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The Marquis declared, that had he the opportunity as one 
of his Majeſty's cabinet, or had he the ſtil} higher honour of 
being entitled to ſtyle himſelf the friend of that royal 
perſonage, he ſhould think it equally his duty and his pride to 
adviſe him to come down to that houſe, and give his diſſent to 
theſe Bills. If ſuch a conduct were purſued, if the wiſhes of 
the people were rather humoured than ſpurned at, then his 


Majeſty would be as 22 as in 1782; when it might 
have been truly ſaid, he reigned in the hearts of his 


le. | 
PI theſe Bills paſſed, and were not executed, it would in- 
fallibly ſubject government to contempt. If they were ex- 
ecuted by the — magiſtrates, they muſt be bold men, 
to act upon the lights of Burn's Juſtice. God Almighty, in 
his donation of human faculties, uſually accompanied great 
warmth and intemperance with a deplorable want of judg- 
ment. When this was conſidered, was the diſcretionary 


power to be 7 repoſed in hands ſo liable to be impure or 


wrongly directed? What he dreaded was the general gloom 
which theſe Bills would ſpread over the people; they would 
tend more than any thing to deſtroy that happy union of the 
loweſt with the bigheſt, and arm the different orders with 
animoſity againſt each other. The Marquis added other 
arguments againſt the Bills, and concluded an ingenious and 
able ſpeech with expreſſing a wiſh, that the people would 


conſider the Bills in their proper light, and take every legal 


and conſtitutional means of obtaining their repeal, when a 
favorable opportunity offered. / 
Lord Mulgrave roſe immediately to reply, and began by 
ſingling out ſuch parts of the Marquis's ſpeech, as did not in 
his mind apply to the queſtion before the bouſe, and diſpoſed 
of them with a few arguments urged by way of refutation of 
each; he then proceeded to defend the Bilts from the imputa- 
tion of being unconſtitutional, or an attack on che liberties of 
the people. He proved from an accurate hiſtorical detail of 
all the various Nr of monſoon of a ſimilar — and 
purport that n p y government, ado b 
each Houſe of Pando end Gnficned by the legiſlature, for 
many reigns paſt down to the 1 3th of Charles the Second, that 
the principle of the Bills was not new, but that our anceſtors 
wiſely adapting their laws to the circumſtances of the times, 
had gone before us in the ſame track and ſet the example, 
which the cogent neceſſity of the times made it the duty of 
overnment to follow. Ihe 1th of Charles the Second his 
ordſhip obſerved among other clauſes, contained one ps0- 


hibiting 


$320 WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Io be. 


bibiting any petition with more than twenty names to it being 
(wee That was not altered or repealed by the Bill of 

ights, and on the trial of Lord George Gordon it was held 
by the Judges that the clauſe was ſtill in force. 

His Lordſhip ſupported the preſent Bills by a vatiety of argu- 
ments, and contended, that although they gave additional 
ſtrength and energy to government in reſpe& to the peculiar 
and characteriſtie miſchiefs of the times, they ran parallel in 
principle with the exiſting laws on ſedition and treaſon. 

The Earlef Miira roſe next and ſaid, that if the noble lord 
hoped to perſuade the houſe into an opinion of the neceſſity of 
the Bill, he muſt think it very eaſy of perſuaſion, ſince he 
founded his hopes chiefly on the tranſactions of the ſocicties. 
« I have no occaſion to defend the London Correſponding 
Society, (ſaid his lordſhip), as they devoted me to death for 
being an apoſtate from the cauſe of liberty. On che contrary, 
IJ agree with the noble Marquis, that they juſtly excited 
alarm by their conduct in imitating the proceedings in France. 
Let me aſk however, whether their declarations were not open 
made? And are not their publications openly circulated, 
with the names of Bookſellers and Chairmen, whom it can- 
not be difficult to trace; why not therefore puniſh them if 
they have been guilty of any crime? Are informers want- 
ing? I thought they were ſo plenty as to poiſon all free com- 
munication, all manly intercourſe in ſociety. Ves; they are 
ſo; and miniſters are in no want of them; but they have 

other views. Their offences have perhaps been ſuffered to 
> unpuniſhed, in order to furniſh a pretext for ſaying the 
kus are inadequate, and to terrify the people into an appro- 
bation of the preſent Bill. | | 
__ ©* The Secretary of State has ſaid the jacobins killed the 
King of France; and if ſome ſuch meaſure as the preſent is 
not adopted, ſimilar conſequences may follow in this country. 
This is a fort of language which had been too much uſed of 
late. The meaſures of miniſters, and the ſafety of the king's 
perſon are always maintained to be inſeparable ; and they who 
do not agree in this opinion, ate ſtigmatized as enemies of 
their ſovereign. "Chis is a moſt unworthy creed, and it has 
deprived the king of his beſt adviſers. I think myſelf as zeal- 
ous a friend of my king as any man within his dominions, and 
yet I think the greateſt ſervice 1 could do him, would be to 
entreat that he would paſs this Bill. No man can think of 
the proud and imperious tone in which it was introduced, 
and contraſt that with what has fince happened, without ſee- 
ing, that ſomething more was, and is intended, than — 
ene pr 
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preſent ayowed ; the alterations that have been made in the plan 
are only the mean ſubterfuges of checked arrogance. There 
is no one object profeſſed by this Bill, which cannot be ob- 
tained by an enforcement of the preſent laws; and conſidering 
how it is preſſed forward, I muſt conclude, that the powers 
which it will give are intended to be abuſed ; the more eſ- 
pecially when I compare it with ſome late events and preſent 
circumſtances. Miniſters, ſeeing the growing unpopularity 
of the war, the dearneſs of proviſions, and the general in- 
dignation which their conduct has excited, ſeek by theſe 
meaſures, to ſtifle their reſentment ; but the houſe ſhould be 
cautious of placing itſelf, by paſſing theſe Bills, in the ſitua- 
tion of , oppoſing the general voice of the people. A ſtrong 
government has been ſpoken of, and I approve of a ſtrong | 
government ; I approve of it, however, only when it is really 
calculated to benefit the nation at large; and this Bill makes 
a ſtrange thing of the conſtitution ; it expreſsly ſays, that 
nine-tenths of the people do not feel the bleſſings that it 
ſhowers down upon them, and therefore they muſt be de- 
prived of its protection. If the Bill were to be well adminiſ- 
tered, it would not be quite ſo dreadful in its operation, as 
we-perceive it is intended it ſhould be; I ſay this, my lords, 
becauſe. the execution of it would be put into the hands of 
inferior magiſtrates, who will be eaſily influenced by ad- 
miniſtration ; and to hope for any ſuch thing as freedom of 
petitioning is vain, if we attend to one noble lord's ſpeech, 
(L908 Weſtmoreland), who has ſaid, that the great oppo- 
ition made to the meaſure was a proof of its neceſſity. In 
this manner,. any oppoſition to the meaſures of government 
will always be deemed ſeditious, and will be looked on as a 
proof that the people ought not to be allowed the privilege of 
meeting to conſider of their grievances. It ſuch language be 
now held, it is eaſy to perceive what will be the fate of peti- 
tioners hereafter, But I hope that it will be impoſſible to 
put the Bill fully into execution, as its unpopularity muſt in- 
creaſe every day, Modihcations of it I diſregard ; it is the 
principle itſelf that is obnoxious. The caſe of ſhip-money, 
which has handed down to poſterity the fame of Hampd 
was not particularly oppreſſive at the moment; it was — 
principle which it eſtabliſhed that was dangerous. The noble 
lord (Lord Weſtmoreland) has ſaid, Send the people to 
the loom and the anvil, and there let them earn bread, inſtead 
of waſting time at ſeditious meetings: I cannot believe the 
Almighty made any part of mankind merely to work and to 
eat like beaſts. He has endowed all yith reaſoning faculties, 
Vor. II. 1795. Tt and 
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and given nothing that he did not intend to be uſed.” His 
Jordſhip concluded an eloquent ſpeech with expreſſing his hope 
that the diviſion againſt ſo odious a meaſure would be great 
in number. . 

Earl Spencer replied, and in anſwer to what he termed the 
ardour of the laſt ſpeaker faid, he was not amongſt the num- 
ber of thoſe who wiſhed to abuſe the proviſions of the pending 
Bills, nor did he partake of the arrogance which had been in 
ſuch qualified terms attributed to their framers. Theſe Bills 
went to enact, that every meeting ſhould be public. How 
did that accord with the pen of a ſtate inquiſition? Miniſters 
were at one time arratgned for not proſecuting offenders, and 
at another for proſecuting with too much rigour. He, for his 

rt, was conſcious of having done no more than his duty, 

Lord Thurleto began a grave and weighty argument on the 
ſubject of the Bill, with noticing the variety of miſconceptions 
that had taken place reſpecting it, and in no particular more than 
in the idea that it trenched upon that important principle of Britiſh 
liberty eſtabliſhed by the Bill of Rights, the right of the ſubject 
to diſcuſs publick grievances, to petition, complain, or remon- 
ſtrate, or otherwiſe addreſs the king, or either or both Houſes of 
Parliament reipecting them. So far from that being the caſe, 
the Bill ſet out with recognizing that principle in the plaineſt 
and broadeſt manner. Nothing could be more clear than that the 
Bill began by expreſſing that recognition in terms the moſt ex- 
plicit; it was rather ſurprizing thercfore, that any man who had 
read the Bill ſhould have ſuffered himſelf to have fallen into ſuch 
a palpable miſtake, In the courſe of the debate much, his 
lordſhip obſerved, had been faid with reſpect to the diffe- 
rent modes practiced to obtain petitions tor or againſt the 
Bill; long experience had taught him that on — — great 
and important as the preſent, where conſiderable difference of 
opinion prevailed, and both ſides were equally eager in 
ſtrengthening and ſupporting their on opinion by every poſ- 
ſible means, a good deal of miſrepreſentation would be reſorted 
to. Perhaps, therefore, the faireſt way of conſidering the 
degree of weight due to the petitions in general, was to 
hold that the petitions on one ſide of the queſtion, were as 
much tobe relied on as the petitions on the other. He was ready 
to acknowledge that he felt conſiderable reſpect for the opinion 
of the majority of the people, and thought it became the legiſ- 
lature to pay attention to it, but that opinion was not at all 
times eaſy to be got at; it muſt, however, neceſſarily occur that 
the people at large had not the fame means, nor the {ame oppor- 
tunity of obtaining intormation reſpecting queſtions agitating 
| | | 1 
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in Parliament, that he had in his legiſlative capacity; and 
therefore, when he felt conviction on any particular publick 
meaſure under deliberation before their lordſhips, he ſhould 
govern his conduct by his own judgment and opinion, and 
not ſurrender either on light or looſe grounds. He could 
not by any means concur with thoſe noble lords who argued 
that the conſequences that had arifen from the propagation of 
jacobinical principles in France, afforded a ſufficient juſti- 
fication for tne legiſlature of this country to enact new laws 
with a view to the prevention of ſimilar effects here. He 
muſt ſay, he entertained a very different opinion. He thought 
they had nothing to do with what had paſſed in- France, as 
far as related to any influence it ought to have on their pro- 
ceedings in Parliament. It was their duty to govern 
their conduct in legiſlation, with a view to ſuch laws as 
were expedient and neceſſary to the good order, the well - 
being and the happineſs of the ſubjects of the Britiſh crown. 
The contrary doctrine appeared to him to be not only un- 
fair in principle but impracticable in itſelf, as the genius and 
character of the two nations were extremely diſſimilar, and 
it was idle to ſuppoſe that the two countries were to be go- 
verned in the fame way. The doctrine was belides ſome- 
what inſulting te Engliſhmen, whoſe loyalty was not more 
general than La and ardent, and who were more likely 
to be induced by the horrors experienced in France, to ab- 
ſtain from exceſſes that might lead to the ſame conſequences, 
than to make the conduct of the French the model of their 
imitation. Wich regard to what had paſſed in the focieties 
that had been ſo much alluded to, that was a matter of which 
he profeſſed to know nothing ; if they had diſtributed im- 
proper or ſeditious papers, the preſent law would reach them 
with a ſufficient ſeverity of ppnithment. The cafe, however, 
was in his opinion not preciſely the ſame, in point of miſ- 
chievous effect, with reſpect to ſpeeches delivered at popular 
meetings; whenever he heard of a ſpecch before 30,000 per- 
ſons, the firſt thing that occurred to him was, that it was im- 
poſſible that one thirtieth part of the audience could hear it; 
no great app ehenſion need therefore be entertained of the 
danger likely to reſult from ſuch harangues; writings or printed 
papers might be conveyed and circulated throughout the 
kingdom, and read again and again deliberately till tae poiſon 
worked and produced thoſe conſequences molt to be dreaded, 
He would therefore have the laws in being enforced againſt 
libellous and ſeditious writings, and he had no doubt they 
would be put an end to. The ſpeeches in queſtion he could 
| 111 ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe were inſolent and impertinent, but were they ſo dange- 
rous as to call for the preſent Bill. It was the glory of the 
Engliſh law, that there was no previous reſtraint on the peo- 
ple in the exerciſe of the important privilege of meeting to 
diſcuſs grievances and petition Parliament reſpecting them. 
That privilege ſtood preciſely on the ſame ground with the 
freedom of the preſs. Its uſe was free and unreſtrained, 
but its abuſe was open to puniſhment. Had it been other- 
wiſe, the freedom of the preſs inſtead of an advantage, would 
have been the moſt intolerable tyranny. Monteſquieu, in his 
Spirit of Laws, ſaid, that the exiſtence of freedom in Eng- 
land depended on the freedom of petition, and the freedom 
of the preſs. If the people feel the preſſure of particular laws, 
and are not at liberty to petition for their redreſs or remon- 
ſtrate againſt them, they are ſlaves indeed. To declare, 
therefore, that the people have nothing to do with the laws but 
to obey them, was as odious as it was fallacious, and when he 
aid that, he by no means intended any reflection on the right re- 
verend prelate, who, in the courſe of a recent debate had made 
uſe of the expreſſion; the handſome, manly, and liberal ex- 
planation, which the right reverend prelate had ſince given of 
his meaning, and under what reſtrictions he meant to apply 
the fentence, not only reflected the higheſt honour on his 
own good ſenſe and candour, but cured the declaration of all 
poſſible exception. 

The people had an undoubted right to interfere with the 
laws in the manner preſcribed by the Bill of rights, and re- 
cognized by the preſent Bill; as far, therefore, as that went, 
the Bill was unobjectionable, but it was what followed that 
was to be deprecated. The reſtraints it threw around the 
exerciſe of that conſtitutional right which it broadly acknow- 
ledged were alarming and dreadful indeed. The Bill, there- 
fore, was to be objected againſt as eſtabliſhing a bad prece- 
dent, under countenance of which a variety of bad laws might 
creep into the ſtate, and defile the pages of the ſtatute book. 
He recollected that, ſome years ago, (1782) when a motion 
for a reform in parliamentary repreſentation had been re- 
jected in the Houſe of Commons, and the previous queſtion 
moved upon it, the people were immediately informed by 
men of celebrated characters, and popular weight in the 
country, that their petitions had been rejected by the mode 
held moſt obnoxious, as the means of getting rid of a quel- 
tion of importatice, and were called upon to meet in diſtricts, 
and to diſcuſs the beſt means of rendering their application to 


the Houſe more ſucceſsful ; but it was not then Mes 
that 
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that their intention was to overawe parliament, or to do more 
than to awaken in the people a due attention to a ſubje& that 
involved their deareſt and moſt invaluable rights. He recol- 


lected alſo, at the time when Mr. Wilkes was declared inca- 
pable of fitting in the Houſe of Commons, though returned 
- again for Middleſex, ſome people who were zealous in his 
cauſe went ſo far as to declare that no reſolution of the Houſe 
would be binding, and no Act would be in force whilſt Mr. 
Wilkes remained excluded. At different times he had heard 
doctrines broached, and inſiſted on, that were equally extrava- 
grnt, ſerious, and alarming, but he did not remember to have 
ever once heard it hinted that ſuch Bills as the preſent were ne« 
ceſſary to reſtrain them or fit to be introduced. The power 
and extent of the exiſting laws had always hitherto been 
ceemed ſufficient for the correction of abuſe, the puniſhment 
of offences, and the, prevention of danger, | 

That being only the ſecond reading of the Bill, his lordſhip 
ſaid he was aware that in point of ſtrict order, he ought to 
confine himſelf ſolely to the conſideration and diſcuſſion of 
its principle, but, perhaps, his then ſuggeſting certain ob- 
jections that he felt to particular proviſions of the Bill, might 
facilitate their amendment in its next ſtage ; he would there- 
fore take that opportunity of mentioning them. He did not. 
mean to charge miniſters 'with ill intentions, he ſuppoſed 
that they were perfectly pure, the Bill, however, was, for a 
Bill of that importance liable to ſuch objections in the word - 
ing of its clauſes, and the latitude of their expreſſions, that it 
either betrayed great negligence in thoſe who drew the Bill, 
or afforded ſuſpicion of its originating in an awkward motive. 
The diſtinction taken between the different ſpecies of pub- 
lic meetings, was at leaſt novel. It gave great powers to 
juſtices, and though it recognized the right of the people to 
meet in order to diſcuſs grievances, and petition, it ſurrounded 
the exerciſe of that right with reſtrictions equally unprece- 
dented and ſevere. It mentioned deſcriptions of magiſtrates 
and meetings which he could not comprehend the ning 
of. What officer was the convener of a county in Scotland? 
he had not before heard of ſuch a perſon, and what was 
meant by a county meeting? He obſerved that the phraſe 
was to be found in many of the petitions on the table, but 
the law knew of no ſuch meeting, and their lordſhips well 
knew that no petition purporting to be the petition of a 
county meeting would be received by either Houſe of parlia- 
ment. A meeting might, indeed, be held in a county, but it 


could not be ſtyled the petition of this or that county; the Houſe 
| always 
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always received it as the petition of thoſe individuals who ſub- 
ſcribed and annexed their ſignatures to it, and paid attention 


accordingly. The exceptions in favour of corporations went 


on a wrong principle; corporations were not conſtituted for 
the purpoſes of petitioning, and their petitions, like thoſe 
of county meetings, would have no other recommendation, 
nor be entitled to weight and conſideration further than 
as the petitions of thoſe who ſigned them, which was, indeed, 
the only proper way of conſidering all petitions. "The powers 

ven to the juſtices under this Bill were great, novel, and 
Fable to much and very ſerious abuſe. It would be ſtupid 
and idle in the Houſe to ſay that any body of men were im- 
maculate, and it would be as fulſome, as it muſt neceſſarily 
be falſe, to pronounce an indiſcriminate panegyrick on all the 
individuals of a large body, He was far from meaning to 
impute bad motives to any particular ſet of men, but they 
all knew that, from Gee A circumſtances, there were men 
in the commiſſion of the peace more peculiarly liable to influ- 
ence than others; he therefore thought that a ſpecial clauſe 
ſhould be introduced in the Bill, excepting the ſtipendiary 
magiſtrates, from exerciſing the extraordinary powers veſted 
in juſtices, with reſpec to the diſperſion of meetings. Thoſe 
magiſtrates, to whom he had juſt alluded were conſtituted for 
expreſs purpoſes of local * and to that duty they had 
better confine themſelves. Another material conſideration, 
his lordſhip ſaid, was, the Bill gave magiſtrates the power of 
taking all perſons into cuſtody, © who ſhould hold any diſ- 
courſe for the purpoſe of inciting and ftirring up the people to 
hatred and contempt of the perſon of his Majeſty, &c. or the go- 
vernment and conſtitution of this realm, as by law eſtabliſhed.“ 
If thoſe words were allowed to ſtand in the Bill, there was an 
end at once of all diſcuſſion with a view to parliamentary reform. 


Ho was it potiible in agitating the queſtion of parliamentary 


reform to forbear mentioning the inequality in point of im- 
portance, inhabitants, &c. &c. between the county of York- 
thire and the Borough of Old Sarum, without derifion and 
ridicule, which might by an ignorant magiſtrate be conſtrued 
< to incite hatred and contempt of the government and con- 
ſtitution, as by law eſtabliſhed,” and acting upon that mil- 
conſtruction he might take the party into cuſtod y and diſſolve 
the meeting. It had been ſaid, that if the magiſtrate exceed- 
ed or abuſed his authority, he was liable to puniſhment ; 
but under what circumſtances would a proſecution come in- 
to court upon ſuch an occaſion? The proſecutor would come 
into court with a halter about his neck, and no man _ 
wo 


Bec. 9. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 327 


would riſque the carrying on ſuch a ſuit, unleſs he had a mind 
to be hanged. 

His lordſhip pointed out the diſtinction between the extent 
to which the proviſions of the Bill went, and that of the pro- 
viſions of the Act of Charles the ſecond, and the Act of 
George the firſt, commonly called the Riot Act. By the 
latter, the perſons aſſembled for an unlawful purpoſe, did not in- 
cur the penalty of _ unleſs they continued o—_ 

riotouſly and tumultuouſly for one hour after the Act had been 
read; by the preſent Bill, if an aſſembly met for the mere 
diſcuſſion of public topics, continued together peaceably to 
the number of twelve or more for one hour after proclamation 
made, commanding them to diſperſe, they were guilty of 
felony, and the magiſtrate was ordered to put them to death, 
or at leaſt faved harmleſs, if upon reſiſtance any of the 
perſons ſo continuing together loſt their lives. This, there- 
fore, was in his mind an inſurmountable objection to the Bill, 
but excluſive of this grand objection, the authors of the Bill 
ſeemed to have paid no attention to the explicitneſs of its 
clauſes ; and, in the language of the ſpecial pleaders, they 


had failed to © hit the bird in the eye.” A penal law ſhould. 


always be clear and explicit, whereas the language of the 
Bill was peculiarly vague and inconcluſive, Therefore al- 
though the Bill recognized the right of petition, and affected 
to guarantee that liberty, it was at beſt a liberty in fetters. 
He fincerely wiſhed that an eſſential abuſe of liberty ſhould be 
puniſhed ; bur the offenders ſhould be puniſhed in their 
proper character, and not degraded to the deſcription of 
telons, without any neceſſity ſufficient to warrant: fo ſevere a 
change of ſituation. | 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, the greater part of the noble and 
learned lord's ſpeech appeared to him to be a ſtrong argu- 
ment to prove the propriety of the Bill's going to a com- 
mittee, when the clauſes might be debared, and any altera- 
tions thought neceſſary might be made: at preſent, however, 
the principle of the Bi was the ſole object of their conſider- 


ation, The noble and learned lord had taken occaſion to' 


lay that the legiſlature of this country ought not to make what 
paſled in France a matter to influence their proceedings, nor 
to ground the laws they framed and enacted on it. He, on the 
contrary, maintained the neceflity of obſerving it as a ge- 
neral rule. The noble and learned lord had alfo faid, the 
genius and character of the two nations were diffimilar, and 
that it was abſurd to ſuppoſe that the ſubjects of both could 
be governed by the ſame laws. Upon that principle he _ 
; re 
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refuſed to take a ſalutary warning from what had paſſed in a 
neighbouring kingdom. Was man, he would aſk, fo differ. 
ent from man on the different ſides of the Channel, that ſimi- 
lar affociations in each profeſſing ſimifar principles, aſſuming 
the ſame forms, and affecting the ſame ſtyle and terms, were 
not likely to be attended with ſimilar effects? Would the 
Proteſtant divines of England declare that they apprehended 


nothing from the avowed Atheiſm and ſcandalous prophane- 


neſs praftiſed in France? Would prudent politicians ſee no 
danger in the general confuſion, which: would neceſſarily re- 
ſult from the propagation of doctrines and ſyſtems of govern- 
ment deſtructive of all order, all ſubordination, all property, 
all ſecurity, and all happineſs? Would the noble and Jearned 
lord venture to aſſert that they ought to remain ſupine in the midſt 
of the tribunes of the London Correſponding Society, in the 
midſt of ſeditious and inflammatory harangues, and libellous 
pamphlets and papers? The moſt vigilant government could 
not keep pace with the actions of the ſociety in this country, 
which called for notice; heap proſecutions on proſecutions, 


there would be no uſe in it. It had ever been the practice 


of all wiſe governments to anticipate and ſuperſede, by pre- 
ventive regulations, in order to render the evil impracticable. 
He declared he was no enemy to the liberty of the preſs, ſo 
truly deſcribed by the noble and learned lord; «at the ſame 
time he muſt obſerve that the libels that had iſſued from it 
were beyond all bounds, and that it was lenity to introduce 
preventive laws. He was himſelf fully convinced, that it was 
wile to take a leſſon from the dark pages of the French revo- 
lution, to conſider it as an inſtructive volume, and by a pru- 
dent and timely exerciſe of caution to avoid furniſhing ma- 
terials for a ſimilar hiſtory in this country. Be it ever re- 
membered, by what means that revolution was brought about; 
that the minds of men were alienated. from their government 
by the machinations of a few artful perſons, at the very moment 
that they profeſſed the moſt enthuſiaſtic attachment to their 
Prince, and they were led on by degrees, firſt to the 
impriſonment, next to the overthrow of his throne, and 
laſtly to the murder of their Sovereign. The ſame effects, 


and the ſame enormities might be produced in this country by 


the ſame means, if not timely prevented. We had affiliated 
ſocieties in this country. hat were the views and princi- 

s avowed by the London Correſponding Society, a ſociety 
that had not denied their connection with the clubs in France. 
Let them trace the analogy between the conduct of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society and the Jacobin club of F _ 
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Let them obſerve the uſe the London, Correſpending Society 
had made of the liberty of the preſs, and would any diſpaſ- 
ſionate man ſay, as ſome noble lords had done, that the conduct 
of the London Correſponding Society was not at all ſimilar, 
and that there was not the leaſt, nor the ſmalleſt analogy be- 
tween that conduct and the conduct of the Jacobin Club. The 
London Correſponding Society called for a reform, when it 
was Clear a revolution was their object. What had been 
the libellous and atrocious conduct of the hand-bills diftri- 
buted by the ſociety ; they deſcribed the conſtitution and go- 
vernment as a monarchy, but not a monarchy limited and free. 
The Houſe of Lords they pronounced ulelets ; the Commons 
corrupt, the judges corrupt, and recommended to ſtrike out of 
all the records the word monarchy, and inſert commonwealth. 
According to them our laws were abſurd : and all indictments 
drawn up in the King's name were infamous libels, and inſults 
on the people. When they come to ſtate what they mean 
by reform, and bring forth their plans, (ſaid his lordſhip,) they 
then tell us of univerſal ſuffrage ; that is, the univerſal, inde- 
fealible right of men, which cannot be bartered away. In 
order to reform they ſay, you muſt put an end to boroughs and 
corporations, and divide the kingdom into ſections: every 
perſon, except a peer and a pauper, may vote at elections. 
Their language betrays them; when they can ſecure a ma- 
jority, they will then have a Conſtitutional Aſſembly. Is not 
all this tending to involve us in the miſerable ſtate of France ? 
Such are the notions which theſe ſocieties are attempting to 
diſſeminate. By every method, they try to throw abuſe and. 
reproach upon the actual government, and all its component 
parts, upon the ſoverign, the Houſe of Lords, which with 
them goes for nothing, as well as upon the repreſentative Houſe 
of Commons. There is not an exiſting circumſtance of the 
conſtitution, but hat is treated as an uſurpation, and bearin 
upon the rights of the people. If, indeed, it is fit that theſs 
ſocieties ſhould lift their hand with that boldneſs they have. 
done, it will be unneceſlary to think of this or any other bill, 
for the legiſlative functions will be taken out of your hands. 
The ſtyle of their petitions and:remonſtrances , diſcover the 
ſame dangerous ſpirit, and the ſame. principles that has charac- 
terized their whole conduct. He flattered himſelf that it was 
the wiſh of a great majority of the inhabitants of this country, 
to preſerve the conſtitution ; where a contrary ſpirit was mani- 
felted, he was perſuaded it was chiefly to be aſcribed to miſ- 
repreſentation. He warned the Houte of the danger of being 
lulled into a fatal ſecurity, and of winking any longer at ſuch pro- 
Vor. II. 1795. Uu , ceedings; 
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ceedings ; the danger was real, and it might, he faid, come 
quicker than the apprehenſions of the moſt cinfid might lead 
them to ſuppoſe, if not averted, In fact, under the exiſting 
circumſtances, it would be unwiſe in any government to re- 
main inaQive, when it was ſo neceſfary to apply a preventive 
in time. 2 wi 3. #436 , l 

Experience bad ſhewn that the exiſting laws were not ſuf. 
Kcient to put a ſtop to the evil; and thence aroſe the neceſſity 
for the preſent meaſures, which he muſt contend did not ex- 
ceed that neceffity, nor would he agree that the bills would 
operate in the manner, which thoſe who oppoſed them wiſhed 
to have it underſtood. The noble and learned lord had him- 
ſelf. admitted that the bill allowed the right of petitioning, 
provided meetings for ſuch purpoſes confined themſelves within 
the bounds of diſcretion, and proceeded in an orderly manner. 
His lordſhip adverted to the proviſions of the bill ; and obſerved 
that little was left to the diſcretion of a magiſtrate. "The ſubject 
matter of a meeting muſt be reduced to writing, ' ſigned by 
feven houſeholders, which the magiſtrate had to conſider, and 
was not left to act from ſudden impulſe. If he ated rafhly, 
and abuſed his truſt, he was amenable to higher powers, and 
ſtill a jury had to decide on the charge * the ſuppoſed 
culprit : the man might be bailed; and, if he could ſhew a 
juſt cauſe, the perſon ſeized had his recourſe in law. The 
power of the magiſtrate was not uncontroulable : after five 
days that meeting might aſſemble again; or, ſhould the magi- 
ſtrate act from caprice, injuſtice, or corruption, any other 
two juſtices might permit the aſſembly. It had been ſaid, 
indeed, that, without the aid of the bill, it was the magiſtrate's 
duty to arreſt a man ſpeaking treaſon; but he could do fo the 
more effectually, when armed with the proviſions of the bill - 
he might at prefent, indeed, atreſt a' traitor ; but how was he 
to be ſecured from a teſcue? There was nothing in the bill by 
which the authority of the magiſtrates could be attended with 
any real danger to an individual}, unlefs where it * 1 to prove 
dangerous; if it were e applied, it would prove an 
injury to the magiſtrate himſelf, His lordſhip afked, what 
was the ſituation of a magiſtrate at that time, and what magi- 
ſtrate had nerves and boldneſs enough to enforce the exiſting 
law without additional powers? “ He goes to ſich 39 7 
when there, if a perſon calls out Spy and Informer, he 
and his conſtables get huſtled and knocked down in the 
ſcuffle, not knowing or being able to aſcertain who ſtruck firſt. 
It cannot be expected that any magiſtrate will run his head at 
ſuch a riſk intoa mob. But by the bill, when the * 
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deelares the purpoſe of the meeting to be within the-reftric- 
tions of the bill, it becomes the peaple's duty to diſperſe; and; 
at their peril if they do not, accoiding to ſimilar proviſions in 
the Riot Act; an Act which wes paſſed ſoon after the acceſ- 
ſion of the preſent family to the throne, and to which the 
preſervation of order in this country has been greatly-owing 5: 
and I defy any man to produce @ lingleFinſtance in which that 
act has been abuſed.” It was no eaſy matter to convert an 
act of Parliament inte an abuſe, becauſe the law was flrong 
enough to reach any abuſe committed under the ſanction of 
its authority. His doro ſhip added a variety of other, pointed 
arguments in juſtification and ſuppert of the bill. 
The Earl. of, Lauderdale began his, ſpeech with à direct 
attack on the argument of the noble and learned lord who had 
juſt fat down, which, he arraigned in: moſt of its parts, as a 
teeble and inſuſſicient anſwer to the able {peech of his noble 
and learned friend. (Lord Thurlow,] Who had with ſuch 
powerful reaſoning expoſed the deformity, of the bill, and 
ſhewed inconttovettibly, that while it e d to recognize: 
and ſecure: the tigt ot the ſubject, freely to diſcuſs exiſting 
22 to petition, to complain, and to remonſtt ate re- 
pecting them, it pat that right under ſuch ſevere, harſu, and 
unprecedented: reſtraints, that it might juſtly beſaid to have put 
that ſpecies of freedom infctiers. After recapitulating ſeveral. 
of the moſt ſtriking of the obſervations made by Lord I hur-- 
low, his lordſhip adveried to the argument of the Secretary gf. 
State, and anjenadvetied upon it without reſerve; Complaint, 
he obſerved, had been made by the noble ſecretary uf great 
iſrepreſentation having, been induſtriouſly held out with re- 
& to the two bills. T hat miprpreſentation had, however, 
4 chiefly, he muſt contend, ariſen tom thoſe; wbo had brought 
them forward. (Ine of the inſtauces produced was, that no 
number of perſons ſhould be allowed o meet above the num- 
ber of a family. That ſingular reſtriction bad actually been 
an object in the contemplation of the mover of tbe bill, and 
had been ſtated by him when he firſt ope ned it, though after - 
wards it was relinquiſhed. No man could be guilty of more 
groſs miſrepreſentation, with ieſpect to the preient bill, than 
if he were to take a copy of the bill for the hetter ſecurity of 
his Majeſty's perſon, and affirm that was tbe bill as 
amended in the committee. Either miniſters were ſg raſh 
in their attempts upon the rights of the people, as. afterwards to 
be forced to deſiſt from their enterprize, rom a conſciouſneſs 
of their inability to carry it through, as they were ſo loote and 
indefinite in the deſcription of their om acts, as to leave room 
lor miſtake and miſapprehenſion. Except, therefore, he were 
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capable of diving into the minds of the noble lords, and exert. 
1g a prophetic power with reſpect to what might be their future 
determination, it was impoſſible to give a juſt character of their 
meaſures. They were always found to concede exactly in 
proportion to the preſſure upon them from the people; and it 
was impoſſible to mark the point of the conceſſion at which 
they meant to ſtop, until they had aſcertained the degree of 
preſſure. His lordſhip referred to the times of Charles II. 
from which the preſent bill was taken. Had that reign been 
leſs diſtinguiſhed by riotous or tumultuous proceedings on 
account of the enactments of the bill from which the preſent 
one was copied? Had ſeverity of puniſhment ever been found, 
in the contemplation of a wiſe legiſlature, the moſt effectual 
method to check the enormity, or diminiſh the frequency, of 
crimes ? In ſubſequent periods, when the right of petitioning 
had been exerciſed with conſiderable boldneſs and freedom, no 
miſchief or danger had been found to enſue. | VE 
A noble lord had, he obſerved, mentioned a theatrical licence, 
and ſtated it to be a reſtriction ſimilar to that impoſed by the 
preſent bill. Had he been in parliament when the bill was 
brought in for that licence, he ſnould then have been found in 
the minority. He deſired their lordſhips, however, to recollect 
the elegant and forcible ſpeech of Lord Cheſterfield upon that 
occaſion : That noble Earl warned the Houſe not to deprive 
men, who had nothing but their talents to depend on, of an 
cqcpportunity of acquiring their bread: adding, „ thank God, 
your lordſhips have ſomething more ſubſtantial than your 
talents to ſubſiſt n.. ] 
Hie declared he conſidered this meaſure as chiefly dangerous, 
becauſe it was connected with a ſyſtem of encroachment, in 
which every ſtep ought to be watched with the utmoſt 
jealouſy. . One encroachment it was obvious was only in- 
tended to pave the way for another. It was ſaid that this bill 
was meant. only to laſt for three years. Did the Houte, how- 
ever, believe that miniſters would ſtop there ? At the expiration 
of the three years, it would be contended, that theſe meaſures 
had been attended with no danger to liberty; and ſonie mea- 
ſure of a complexion ſtill more arbitrary would in all proba- 
bility be propoſed. The bill was not, in his opinion, ſo 
formidable as ſome noble lords had imagined, and the reaſon 
hy he thought ſo, was becauſe its abſurdity defeated its miſ- 
chief. It. was chiefly alarming, becauſe it broke the grand 
line of demarcation and becauſe it paved the way for mea- 
ſures ſtill more dangerous to the liberty of the ſubject. For 
what purpoſes could it be ſuppoſed that a ſtab was aimed at the 
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vitals of the conſtitution, except with a view to its utter de- 
ſtruction? So much had the right of petitioning been 
reſpected in former times, that it had even been determined 
that petitions, containing libellous matter, and libellous hand- 
bills, diſtributed at the door of the Houſe, ſhould not be pro- 
ſecuted. The noble and learned lord, who ſeemed better 
acquainted with the French hiſtory than with Engliſh law, 
ſeemed nevertheleſs to have formed his notions of petitioning 
upon the maxims uf Robeſpierre, who paſſed a decree again 
petitionirſg, and reſtrained it under very ſevere penalties 
Another curious argument urged in favour of the Bill his 
Lordſhip ſaid was, that it tended to protect the magiſtrate in 
the execution of his duty. So far from this being likely to be 
the caſe, his own idea was that it would tend to render the 
functions of the magiſtrate more odious, and his perſon more 
inſecure. It had been alſo ſaid that this Bill would give 
courage to the ow, rent He did not however ſuppoſe that 
there was any quality in the Bill which would communicate to. 
the magiſtrate a freſh portion of valour, or ſupply the de- 
ficiency of his nerves. The true ground of the Bill was this, 
miniſters having plunged the conntry into a fituation of un- 
exampled calamity, having waſted its blood and treaſure in 
the proſecution of a fruitleſs and unprofitable war, in order to 
ſcreen themſelves from the conſequences of their mĩiſconduct, 
had recourſe to theſe meaſures in order to deprive the people 
of England of the right of remonſtrance, and the privilege of 
complaint.” ee 9 0 W ® 
is Lordſhip adverted, to the conduct of miniſters with 
reſpe& to the loan, which he contended afforded a proof of the 
moſt groſs incapacity on their part, an incapacity which had 
been attended with conſequences as pernicious to the publick 
as the moſt ſhameleſs corruption could have been. He men- 
tioned the following anecdote: a Swediſh mininiſter had a 
ſon who was appointed to ſome diplomatic ſituation ; the 
youth wiſhed to decline the appointment, alledging his in- 
capacity and want of experience: * Go, my ſon, (ſaid the 
father,) you will find folly enough among ſtateſmen to keep 
your errors in countenance; you will ſoon be convinced 
quam parva ſapientia mundus regitur.” Had he lived in the 
preſent times, and had the miſſion of his ſon been to a Britiſh 
Court, in order to remove all apprehenſions with reſpect to 
bis incapacity, Lord Lauderdale obſerved it would have been 
neceſſary for him to have ſaid, © Go to England.” | 
The Earl of Mansfield ſaid, he would intrude upon their 
Lordſhips but for a few moments only. At that late hour he 
| wo 
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would not attempt to follow the noble Earl through the variety 
of topicks to which the noble Earl had called their Lordſhipę 
attention, much Jeſs would he attempt to copy the invective 
and declamation, in which the noble Earl had ſo copiouſly in- 
dulged himſelf. Much, he obſerved, had been faid in the 
courſe. of the debate reſpecting the Riot Act, which their 
Lordſhips would recollect had been paſſed at a peculiar time 
and under peculiar circumſtances. There was then a popiſh 
retender to the throne, avowedly patronized by the French 
King and his miniſters; he thanked God there was no popiſh 
e nor any other in exiſtence at preſent... When the 
ill was originally paſſed, it was adapted to meet the difficul- 
ties and dangers of the moment, but our anceſtors had wiſcly 
made it permanent. The Bill had anſwered its propoſed 
object ſo effectuall y, and been attended with ſo many eſſential 
advantages to the country, that he owned it was with a, con- 
ſiderable * of ſurpriſe that he had heard it ſpoken of in. 
the light of an arbitrary and oppreflive meaſure... A noble 
Earl (Teig Derby) had ſeemed to have it in his view to caft a 
cenſure on it, though it had always been conſidered as a good 
Bill by the beſt friends of the conſtitution. . What he had 
ſaid reſpecting the Riot Act might he was aware be diſtorted 
into an argument againſt the preſent Bill. He might be told, 
that the ſame neceſlity did not at this time exiſt that called for 
the Riot Act, and if there was danger to be apprehended 
though of a different fort, the 4 1 of that Act might 
be put in force to prevent it. But ſuch an argument would 
neither be a fair one, nor would at bear examination, becauſe 
the moment it was inveſtigated it would be found to be by no 
means appoſite. , There were not it was true a popiſh pre- 
tender to the throne fo auguſtly filled by our virtuous and ex- 
cellent ſovereign, but there were ſocieties,” whoſe affiliations 
throughout the kingdom on the principles of the French 
j«cobin clubs, threatened all thoſe ſerious and alarming dangers 
to the government which had been deſcribed with ſuch Im- 
preſſive cloquence by the noble Marquis. "Lhe Riot Act was 
not applicable to the much to be dreaded conſequences of 
their proceedings, and moſt eſpecially not applicable to the 
conduct which the affiliated ſocieties at prefent thought it 
prudent to hold, and which had been urged as 2 merit by ſome 
noble Lords who choſe to defend the London Correſponding 
Society for the evident alteration in the temper, and language 
of their proceedings. It was true his Lordſhip ſaid, that it 
was the preſent policy of that Society to preſerve. a more 
ordecly. copduch, 46. wark by. lan. .cather, than by) Aer, 20 
2 peiſon 
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iſon rather than by the ſword; but was the danger -lefs 
3 the ſociety veiled its object and no longer braved the 


light of day, with an open and avowed: diſregard and con- 
tempt of government and of the various branches of the con- 


ſtitution? The Riot Act if it could be enforced to diſperſe a a 


meeting of an affiliated ſociety under the idea of its being an 
unlawful aſſembly might indeed puniſh the individual who 
adminiſtered the deletereous draught, but it could not work a 
cure, it could not apply an antidote to the unfortunate man 
who had ſwallowed the poiſon, the fatal effects of which he 
would never be able to get rid of, His Lordſhip ſaid, that 
when a preventive meaſure of the nature of- the Bill under 
conſideration was diſcuſſing, it was highly neceſſary to hold 
in remembrance what had paſſed within theſe few years in 
France, and eſpecially, the events, as one of their great men 
had called it, of that never to be forgotten day the roth of 
Auguſt, when the populace of Paris had in one night changed 
the form of their government, nor thoſe of the 5th of October 
1790, when a mob of men, women and children, and men 
diſzuiſed in womens cloaths went to Verſailles in the night, 
brought-their captive King to Paris, and kept him a priſoner, 


till they led him to the ſcaffold and there inhumanly murdered 
their ſovereign, a ſovereign the moſt mild, beneficent and 


numane, who dreaded more to ſhed a ſingle drop of the blood 


of his ſubjects, than the effuſion of his own. His Lordſhip 


commented on the calamities that had ſince fallen upon that 
unhappy people, and thence inferred the ſtrong neceſſity on 
dur part to endeayour to avert the ſame. He juſtified the Bill 
by declaring that every country was competent to take 
meaſures for its own ſecurity, and that no free ſtates had ever 
cxiſted, in which ſome reſtraints upon liberty had not obtained, 
all of which had been governed by the circumſtances of the 
times. By referring to hiſtory their Lordihips would find i 

had been the caſe of Rome, of Athens, and of all the ancien 

Republicks. The practice had been followed by our 
anceſtors, and the ſame reaſon for reſorting to it which led 
them to adopt it, prevailed in the extraordinary circumſtances 


of the preſent extraordinary times, and rendered it 18 0 ex 


pedient that the preſent Bill ſhould be entertained, he 
therefore vote for its going to a Committee. 
Contents = 63 — Proxies 46— 109 
Naon-contents 15 — Proxies 6— 21 


Adjourned, | Majority 88 
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Hedge antes Voted againſt the. Aden prevent 


Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies. - ene 
D kes of Norfolk Earls of 0 N In eee 
7 t 4 Northumberland Moira , 9 
4; Bedford Guildford 
| Grafton ' Shaftſbury - | 
Marqu's of Lanſdown | Thanet * 
"Earls of Derby | Lords Say and Scle 
Lauderdale Thurlow . 
| Suffolk Chedworth 
Abingdon St. John 
| Albermarie f Teynhame 
Egmont, 


[| The Proxies were, the Dukes of Northumberland and Grafton z Earls oa 
forg, Shaftibury, Thanet, and Lord Teynham. | | 


| PROTESTS 


Againſt the Bill to prevent Seditious Mattinge: 


Becauſe, to preſent petitions to the Throne and the two Houſes of Parlfament 
has at all times been the undoubted right of the ſubjeRs of this realm; the free 
and unlimited enjoyment of which was one of the many bleſſings reſtored by the 
Revolution, and invariably continued in its fulleſt extent, as well duripg times of 
iaternal commotion as of external danger. We therefore cannot conſent to a 
Bill which thus fetters the rights of the people, and impoſes reftraints on that 
freedom of ſpeech, to the exiſtence of which the preſervation of all our liberties 

may be aſcribed z and from the full, free and continued exerciſe of which is de- 
[ rived the manly character that diſtinguiſhes a free people. | 
q Norfolk, Aldemarle, 
Suffolk, Lauderdale, 
Lanſdown, Ponſonby, 
Derby, Bedford. 
== | | Chedworth, 2 
0 | ——_—_— | FI , 
Firſt, becauſe, though we cordially agree in the above ground of proteſt, yet we 
think it further neceſſary to ſtate, that although the Bill induſtriouſly diſplays the 
acknowledged right of Engliſhmen, a right eſſential to a free conſtitation, of de- 
liberating on grievances in church or ſtate, and of preferring to the King, and 
each Houle of Parliament, petitions, complaints, remonſtrances and declarations 
thereupon, yet it proceeds to lay the whole exerciſe, of that important and ſacred | 
privilege under a reſtraint and diſcountenance, which W and abſolutely an- 
nihilates the rights, 
24ly, Becauſe the ſevere ide of this Bill not ks bal to ll aſſemblies 
2 | convened by the exertions of private ſubjeQs in the manner expreſs] y claimed for 
| Engliſhmen by the Bill of Rights, but. to all the other aſlemblies mentioned in the 
Aa, 
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AR, as appears from a conſideration of the following words, „Such meeting or 
aſlembly as is herein before-mentioned, to which. every; juſtice of peace ia autha» 
riſked and empoered to reſort with any number of conſtables, or other officers of 
the peace, and 0: Ge MEI tp be Honey men 
caſe may require. PX 
New, although it be not expreſoly provided, that 4eliberating on any grievance, 
in church or Rate, ſhall. be deemed a crime, except the aſſemblies cqavened by 
private ſubjects, yet the above · mentioned authority, to attack, men holdivg dit- 
courſe to ſuch effect, to be dealt with according to law, does ſo flagrantly imply it» 
that the zeal of any juſtice of the peace, who thould ſo underſtand the phraſe, ny 
regard this as affording ample countenance to his efforts, Happily, in the claſs of 
magiſtrates in this country are men whoſe worth and honour render them reſpect - 
able; but we cannot forget that many are not only appointed by the miniſter 
during his pleaſure, but are in a ſtate of apparent ſubjectiom to his caprice; and 
ſome, even paid by him for the exerciſe of their office, -have their dependence on 
that caprice for their dally bread, It is therefore boy too * to torelee how ſuch 
an occaſion will be applied, * 144 
The very propoſitlon of any matter which ſbalk tend to * of ſtit up the 
people to hatred or contempt of the government and conſtitutipn of this realm; as 
by law eſtabliſhed, makes the aſſembly liable to be diſperſed, by any one juſtice et 
the peace, under the pain of felony, without benefit of clergy, if any twelve te- 
main together an hour after proclamation, even though they ſuould not proceed on 
the prohibited buſineſs, © Nay, if any one juſtice foal! tb int fit to arreſt any perſon 
holding any diſcourſe to the above effect, to be dealt with according to law, and 
fall meet with obſtruction, whether the orator and obſtructor be ſuborued or not, 
the whole aſſembly is liable, to. be treated i in this harſh and unprecedented manner. 
Now the caſe to which theſe terrible conſequences are attached, is unavoidable, 
being a neceſſary incident to the exerciſe of the "right ; for no grievance can be 
made the lubject of aeliberation, much leſs complaint and remonſtrance, without 
drawing down upon it that odium, which its injured tendency, or that contempt 
which its abſurd incongruity 4 may - ſeem td merit; that is, without repreſenting it as 
a grievance, - So that an occaſion, even without tra. taing, « can neyer be wanting 70 
{uppreſs the exerciſe of this franchiſe, 
3Uy, Becauſe the proviſions in the coneluſon of this Bil FEY a 2 ſequel 
to the foregoing meaſures, d ffering not in principle, but only in extent and applica- 
tion. The prohibition of unlicenſed Jiſcourfing upon law, cenſtitution, gevernmenty 
and policy, at meetings not ſauCtioned by the ſacred occaſion of a free people ap. 
plying to their legiſlature, interrupts private initruction, and the freedom of privatz 
viſcourſe. The peruſal of book s, recommended by univerſal eſteem, and the 
authority of names the moſt venerable, is an indulgence, however, that ſtill re- 
mains. We are only forbidden to talk of what they contain. 
We cherefote thiule it our bounden duty, thus falemnly to mark the 8 
Uſference between this impaired ſtate of Engliſh liberty, and that which was 4% 
Ver. II. 1795. X x ably 
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Aobly dem anded, und fo honowrably conceded, at the auſpieious #r# of ont happy 


; and gorions revolution. It is in vain that, by the rapidity with which this Bill 
| Fig proceeded, the petitions, complaints, remonſtrancesy and other addreſſes of an 
f Friftxted people, have beet evaded!” Tt is in'vain to hope tht . 


which it is to endure, will 4 the public anxiety to ſleep, 

© The pevple cannot ale c to regard this invaſion of thefr rights with grief and 
Htmay. "They feel with us, that even indifference would qc gr _ woas. 
Benet franchiſe, this fafezuatd of Sur r liberties for ever. 
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WAK EMAN.“ S DIVORCE BILL. +. 


- The Houſe having refolved itſelf into a Committee hin 
this Bill, Mr. Migley in the chair, evidence was heard to prove 
| the ceremony of the marriage, the fubſequent elopement of 
{ Mrs. Wakeman, and her ſince living in adultery with various 

3 perſons, The Bill contained a clauſe for baſtardizing the laſt 

F of three children which the Lady had fince her ſeparation from 
9 her huſband. The. Bill paſſed the e: agd was re- 

| n n any amendment. 83 


ct or Tus houss. 


Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, having obſerved, that the buſineſs 

upon which the call of the Houle was originally moved, was 
1 no longer preſſin propoſed that the wk, for calling the 
Houſe over on Fri 70 the 11th, be diſcharged. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not underſtand 
diſtinctly what the honourable gentieman meant by Hants 
fhat the buſineſs which produced the calt was no longer pre 
; he buſineſs was, the meaſure to be propoſed on that 
4 | day by the Corn Committee; of which notice had been given 
I in order that the Houſe might come into an aſſociation, to uſe 
a particular kind of bread, with the hope and expectation that 


1 their authority arid example might be followed by the publick. 
I To carry this uſeful plan into effect would require as full an 
1 attendance as could poſfibly be procured.” | 


Mr. Cote cbjected to the propefal of calling the 7 
to the table, in order to Ken their names to any” kind" o 


agreement. 4. iin 113165435 
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© The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought the propriety of 
meaſure — be beſt — — was di- 
25 before the houſe; he profeſſed his opinion however to 
. 0 the beſt mode of proceeding would be to direct a 
paper to be depoſited in ſome convenient” place, where: it 
might be ſigned by ſuch members as thought proper. 

General Smith declared he was averſe to any meaſure, how- 
ever beneficial i in its conſequences," which was isdes to lay 
ide members of that hoſe under any kind of compulſion. 

Mr. Sheridan concurred in the fam» opinion, and main- 
tained it to be a direct mote of compuliion, founded on a/bad 
precedent i» the reign of William III. to put members in that 
ſituation, that they muſt either ſign, or openly reſuſe to ſign 
any aſſociation whatever, It was ſingular enough, that while 
miniſters were fo clamotous in decrying every thing of French 
inftifution or example, they were from day to day adopting 
French meafures in their own practice The example upon 
which this propoſition was founded, might be ſeen in the 
ce appel nominal; one of the very worlt abuſes i in the delibes 
rations of the French Convention. rer“ 

» The Chancellor of the Ext heguer gehend. his opihion of 
the proptiety of depofiting an eue of the nature alluded 
to in Jorge convenient place. If Mr. Sheridan diſcovered any 
inlay, in the Parliamentary proceedings. of the reign of 

William III. and the * amine of the French Cotwention, 
it w2s no fault of his. mi $5852 

After ſome farther "copverfarion Mr. Toke confented to 
withdraw his motion. | 3 1 

bn 2 GENERALS . la, 1 

— Smith: moved an Addreſs to hie Jia praying 

that there be laid hefore the houſe, a lift of .the officers on the 


late promotions now-ferying as Generals in India. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas replied, that he had no objection to 
the production of the; liſt of officers in India lately A 
to the tank of Generals; but he Was unable to te 
officers might at pi ęſent be lerving under à letter of (crvice 
in E. capacity WHO might not be generals. 

eneral Sith declared be Was perfectly ready to modify 
and amend his motion O as to make 1 it.coincide with the right 
honourable genyeman's: on ideas. He ie er 
ha Wesen dete preſent. 5:17 Soria ar Set . 
” $8. {$4 _ REGULATION OF. LABOURERS Wa OT. n W229 

Mr. Whitbread: Jun. brought up a Bill te enable Juſtices ut 
the Quarter Seſhotis-to regulate the price of labour, whieh 
was read a firſt time, 
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Oathe motion ſor the ſecond reading, the Chancellor ofthe - 
Exc heguer roſe not to object to it, but merely to remark that 

u was impoſſible for any gentleman to be aware that ſome of 
the moſt important and molt delicate points were involved in 
it; nor were they leſs important orf leſs delicate on account 


of the temporary ſcatreity on which the Bill was introduced. 


He therefore requeſted, in the manner of many other gæutle- 
men upon other important occaſions, that if he agreed to 
the ſecond reading of the Bill, he might be underſtood, not 
to commit himſelt, in caſe he ſhould fee occaſion to diſpute 
ſome of the clauſes or proviſions of the Bill hereafter 3 and at 
the ſame time he ſuppoſed there could be no objection to the 
printing of the Bill. ly Sri eee 
Mr. Wiiutbread, jun. ſaid, if the ſuggeſtion had not been 
made by the right honourable gentleman, his intentions was 
to have moved ſome diſtant day for taking it into conſidera- 
tion; and, in the intervalz,that it be printed. He explained 
the nature of it to be grounded upon an Act of the 5th, of 
Elizabeth, which already authoriſes magiſtrates to fix the 
maximum of labour, but not the minimum; and that Act was 


fo far qefective, that it did not ſufficiently empower them to 


enforce it. He then ſaid he ſhould propoſe an early day. after 
the holidays for the confideration. 6 Yet! 

Mr. Fliffe objected altogether to the principle of the Bill. 
Mr. Fox faid, that the Bill was undoubtedly a Bill of great 


- delicacy and importance; with reſpect to which, he admitted, 


that te a conſiderable extent there might exiſt, a rational dif- 
terence of opinion, The Act of Elizabeth, as his henour- 
able friend had truly ſtated, empowered the juſtices to fix 
the higheſt price of labour, but it gave them no power to fix 
the loweſt. It ſecured the maſter from a riſk which could but 
feldom occur, of being charged exorbitantly for the quantity 
of ſervice; but it did not authoriſe the magiſtrate to protect 
the poor from the injuſtice of a griping and avaricious em- 
ployer, who might be diſpoſed to take e of their ne- 
5 undervalue the rate of their ſervice. If the 
price of labour was adequate to the fupport of the poor in 

ordinary times, though not equal to the accidental high price 
of proviſions at the preſent moment, it might be contended, 
that there was leſs neceſſity for any new legiſlative regulation. 
Taking the average price of labour however for ſome years 

paſt, including that period during which the fearcity: had 

operated, no man could deny that the price of labour was 

greatly diſproportionate to the rate of prbviſions. That the 
general price of labour ſhould be adequate to the ſupport of 11 

| 411% 3153 + LEOPEr 
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general maſs of the community was indiſputably a right 


principle. I'hey all knew a very extenſive tax was exacted 
from the country, under the denomination of poor tate, and 
that ſuch a tax muſt be continued. It was underſtood that 


to this fund none could apply, but thoſe few, to whom, from 


particular circumſtances, their labour might not be ſuffi» 
ciently productive to ſecure an adequate ſupport. He feared, 


however, that the reverſe. was the caſe; that the exception 
was with reſpect to the few who derived (ufficient, means of 
ſubtiſtence from their labour, and that the great maſs of the 
labouring part of the community were under the necellity of 
applying to this fund for relief. Ii the houſe, as was propoſed, 
were to form an aſſociation, in order to pledge themſelves to 
uſe only a particular ſort of bread, with a view to diminiſh 
the preſſure of the ſcarcity, ought they not in juſtice, at the 
ſame time to form an aſlociation in order to raiſe; the price of 
labour to a rate proportionate: to the price of the articles 
of ſubſiſtence? With this view, he called upon the houſe to 
conſider. the principle of the Bil} and its proviſions. Let them 
conſider it as it related to the farmer and the labourer, and 
as it affected the preſent exigency, or as it might operate in 
times to come: above all, he would call upon them to atttend 
to the ſubject, in a conſtitutional view; theugh he could not 
hope, from the complexion: of recent tranſactions, , that this 
was a view of the ſubject Which would have great weight. 


In à free country, the gteat body of the people ought not 


to depend on the charity of the rich. In the election of 


members of Parliament, all thoſe were ſtrictly exgluded ſrom 


exerciſing any franchiſe, -with a very few; exceptions, who 


had at any time received relief from theparjſh. Was it be- 


coming, in a country like this, that the general maſs of the 


labouring part of the community, excepting thoſe. who de- 


rived relief from the bounty and generoſity, of individuals, 
ſhould be excluded from the exerciſe gf their moſt important 
privilege as freemen? He admitted that many of the rich were 


humane and charitable; he could not however allow, that 


thoſe who were the moſt uſeful and induſtrious, members o 


ſociety, ſhould depend upon a fund ſo precarious and degrad- 
ings as the occaſional ſupplies derived from the bounty of the 
nent. If the price of proviſions had for two years been 
lach as to put every man under the neceſſity of applying for 
the aid of parochial charity, and if that eircumſtance con- 
itituted: apoſitive diſqualification with teſpect to the exereiſe 
of a conſtitutional: right, What, he aſked, was the, ſtate ot. @ - 
country which fuſt compelled every poor man to dependence, 


al 
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and then reduced him to ſervitude ? If they were to go into 
aſſociations, pletiging” themſelves to uſe u particular ſort of 


bread, with a view to alleviate the ſcarcity, it:was"ſarely» of 


more importance that they ſhould affociate in order to'redreſs 


the more material -prievancey and ſtrice at the fundamental 


- fource of the evil. Wich that view -he ſhould be glad, as he 
bad already ſuggeſted, to ſee an aſſoeiation in order to put 
the price of labour upon à footing: adequate to the rate of 


proviſions. If therefore the regulations of the preſent Bill 
ſhould not be adopted, he ſhould be happy to ſee ſome other 
legiſlative enactments brought forward, in order to afford 
relief and protection to the p ttt. 
Mr. Burdon utterly denied that any labourer in his county 
had been reduced to ſuch a ſituation as to be obliged to apply 
for relief to the (pariſh on acedunt of the diſproportion of 
wages to his neceſſary expences; and gentlemen ſhould re- 
collect that various friendly ſocieties exiſted throughout the 


kingdom, to which the lower claſſes ſubſcribed a ſmall por- 


tion of their earnings to defray the charge of their /funerals, 
and enable them to Jeave a legacy totheir widows. 

Mr. Fox remarked, that it was ſo much the better for the 
poor of the honourable gentleman's county; he feared never- 


theleſs that ſingle inſtance would hdt apply throughout the 


kingdom. He admitted, however, that if the average of laſt 
year was taken, perhaps they would find, in confequence of 
the juſt and benevolent voluntary increaſe of wages on the 
part of a number of humane individuals, tnat the proportion 


of wages was equal to the labour. 


Mr. 7ekyt ſubmitted, upon the recommendation of a pam- 
phlet written on the "ſcarcity and preſent condition of the 
poor, by a gentleman of ſome enquiry, (Mr. Davis) Whether 
it would not be better that the regulation of wages ſhould be 
made by the juſtices of peace in the quarter ſeſſions imme- 
diately after harveſt than at the Eaſter antecedent to it? Onc 
other obſervation he conſidered himſelf bound to make: in 
_ Jaſt he called the attention of the houſe to the then 
exiſting ſeareity, and received a candid anſwer from the right 
honourable Secretary oppoſite (Mr. Dundas), though not auer) 
explicit one, viz, that it was all exaggeration, and that the ets 


och ſubjects were agitated in Parhament the better. He 
delieved the right honourable gentleman was at preſent con- 


vinced, that the ſcarcity at that time had not been exagge- 


rated; and he believed that he was convinced likewiſe of the 


: N of ſubmitting ſuch ſubjects to the conſideration o 
Parliament. It would have been better eee. | 
% 44 þ 4 : k (bo 
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the ſcarcity” had been conſidered by the Parliament at that 
time inſteacꝭ of at this; and he defired to know how the right 
honoutable gentleman could reconcile the propriety of making 
— — in October which was deemed the contrary 
in Ma HT Latenz, en abt en cot 7 
0 Mrs Secretary Dundas recollected that he did ſay, any un- 
neceſſary diſcuſſion of ſuch topies tended to encreaſe the 
ſcareity it were deſigned to redreſs, and he had not altered 
that opinion. ''As to the wiſdonr of a queſtion in October 
which was declared to be otherwiſe in May, he anſwered, 
that in May there was u great expeQativn, as well as a great 
probability, that the enſuing harveſt would have been abundant 
enough to ſupply the deficiencies of the preceding; it un- 
fortunately however happened that the dearneſs at preſent was 
cauſed by much bad weather, a harveſt a month later than 
uſual, and an inſufficient crop. "4 
Mr. Whitbread jun. then moved that the Bill be read a 
ſecond time on Wedneſday, the 3d of February; and that it 
be printed. Ordered. © te | | 
| POOR RELIEF BILL. | | 
Sir William Young hoped, before the houſe paſſed to the 
conlideration of his Majeſty's Meſſage, that they would read 
the Order of the Day for the houſe to reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee upon the Bill for enabling overſeers to extend relief 
to the poor at their own houſes, EY 
The Chancellor of the an, oͤbjected, becauſe the de- 
bate which was expected was a ſubject of greater conſideration. 
Sir William Young then expreſſed a wiſh, if the debate 
mould not be very Tong; that it ſhould be afterwards con- 
lidered; if the debate ſhould go into length, he hoped that 
an early emmitment of the Bill would not be ſuperſeded.” 


IS "MAJESTY'S MESSAGE. | 


The Chancellar of the Exc heguer moved, that the Order of 
the Day to take into conſideration his Majeſty's Meſſage be 
read, Before he moved the Addreſs, he (aid he would only 
trouble the houſe with a few words, He defired the houſe to 
obſerve, that the ſentiments expreſſed in his Majeſty's. moſt 
gracious Meſſage, were, in ſubſtance, conformable to thoſe 
delivered in the Speech from the Throne at the commence- 
ment of the ſeſſion, with a view to the formation of a ſyſtem 
of government in France, with which a permanent, ſecure, 


and honourable peace might be negotiated, and concluded. , 


He renewed thoſe ſentiments, as applicable to the exiſting 

circumſtances arifing from the formation of that ſyſtem of 
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government which he had a view to, ariſing alſo, from the 
recent ſucceſſes of our allies, and the embarafiment of the 
enemy's finances. The ſentiments formerly delivered from 
the Throne. with the view to this alarming change, were 
ſtated to be ſo much to the ſatisfaction of the houſe, that he 
hoped the houſe, on the preſent oceaſion, would be ready to 
expreſs the ſame ſatisfaction at the renewal of thoſe: ſenti- 
ments, and contribute its ſupport under the actual ſituation 
of affairs ſo anxiouſly deſired. He concluded by moving, 
„ That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Mazely. to 
return his Majeſty the thanks of the houſe for his'moſt gracious 
Meſlage.” | 7Þ 

To acknowledge, with the utmoſt gratitude and ſatisfaRion, his Majeſty's 
condeſcenſion and goodneſs, in having been graciouſly pleaſed to acquaint us, that 
the criſis which was depending at the commencement of the ſeffion, has led to 
Such an order of things in France, as will induce his Majeſty, confotmably to th: 
the ſentiments wkich he has already declared, to meet any diſpoſition for a nega- 
Cation on the part of the enemy, with an earneſt deſire to give it the fulleſt and 
ſpcedieſt eſfect, and to conclude a treaty of general peace, whenever it can be ef- 
fected on uit and ſyitable terms for himſelf and his allies. 

&« To aſſute his Majeſty, that, until that defirable period ſhall arrive, it is our 
firm determination to continue to afford his M ajelty that vigorous ſupport which 
ve are perſuaded is eſſential to the moſt important intereſts of his kingdom; and 
that it will vield us the highett gratification, if his Majeſty's powerful preparations 
ard exertions, addcd to the recent and important ſucceſſes of the Auſtrian armies, 
and to the continued and growing embarraſſments of the enemy, ſhould have the 
happy eſtact ot ige cdily conducing to the reſtoration of a general peace on ſuch 
grounds as thejuftice of the cauſe in which this country is engaged, and the ſity- 

ation of affairs, may entitle his Majeſty to expect. | 


The Speaker was about to put the queſtion, when 

Mr. Sheridan roſe and ſaid, “I certainly riſe with con- 
ſiderable aſtoniſhment at the conciſeneſs with which the right 
honourable gentleman has thought proper to preface the Ad- 
dreſs which he has propoſed to on houſe. As there does not 
appear a diſpoſition in the houſe to notice either that conciſc+ 
nels, or the matter contained in the Addreſs, it is impoſſible 
for me to remain ſilent. The right honourable gentleman 
has ſaid, that he would trouble the houſe only with a few 
words, becaule that order of things in France which had been 
intimated in the Spegch of his Majeſty, affording a reaſonable 
expectation of ſecurity and permanence in any treaty which 
might be formed, has at laſt arrived. Undoubtedly, we were 
told, in his Majeſty's Speech, that ſuch an order of things 


was expected, « | odd 
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L ſhould, have expected that the right honourable gentle- 
yds Whos have ſaid that — at all nearer, but 
only that the obſtacle ariſing from the nature of the govern- 
ment in France was removed; I alk, therefore, why the right 
honourable. gentleman comes to tell us now, for the firſt time, 
that the government of France is of a deſcription with which 
wre may lafely negociate, and is capable of maintaining the 


relations of pzace and amity? Time and experience have no 


doubt enabled him to alter all hig former opinions on that ſubject. 
All the advantages which he can have derived from time and ex- 
perience, | have OCEUTITE | within a ſingle week, or at the moſt 
within the laſt five weeks. This is the utmoſt ſpace which 
he can poſſibly aſſign for the acquirement of thoſe new means 
of information, which have produced fo material an alteration 
in his ſentiments. © But, in fact, I contend, that he has had 
only one week, and that upon the experience of that ſingle 
week, he now comes forward, not to propoſea jealous, armed 
truce, but a peace affording a reaſonable proſpect of ſecurity 
and permanence. If he contends that he has had more time 
to make up his mind on the ſubject, I aſk him, why he did 
not bring forward the reſult of his deliberation before he ſettled 
the terms of the Loan? This one week's experience of the 
right honourable gentleman has coſt the country two millions 
ot money ! what excuſe, what apology, can ROY alledge 
to the nation in juſtification of his conduct? Will he ſay that 
on Wedneſday laſt, when he arranged the terms of the Loan, 
he had not taken ſuch a view of the ſubject ; he did not poſſeſs 


ſuch means of information; he had not ſuch grounds of deci- 


ſion as he has ſince acquired? The effect of the meſſage laſt 
night has been, that the Loan is this day at a premium of 122 
per cent. and a ſum of twenty-two hundred thouſand pounds 
is loſt to the country. I muſt” confeſs, when I ſee the right 
honourable gentleman turning ſo'ſhort, when F ſee him fud- 
denly altering his opinions, and reverſing his. former deelira- 
tions, I think that he is not fincere in the object which he 
avows. If I conceived him ſincere, fo deſirable is the con- 
cluſion of a peace to every friend of his country, however 


much I might think his policy deſerving of cenfure, I ſhould 


avoid every ſpecies of reproach” on the preſent occaſion; but 
when I fee the right honourable gentleman bringing forward 
ſuch a declaration, at the prefent moment, in order to anti- 
cipate and defeat the-- propoſition of my honourable friend, I 
cannot help adverting to the grounds on which he may be ſup - 
poſed to have changed his opinion. 
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« I muſt look to ſee how that government is compoſed 
which he now ſtates to be capable of negociation. I have 
only to refer to his own ſtatement on a recent occaſion, (the 
opening of the budget) This very government he then ſtated to 
be not only on the verge, but in the very gulph, of bankruptey. 
And having ſtated that it was on the verge of what muſt 
inevitebly overthrow-it, and bring it to I-firuQion, he ſub- 
mits a propoſition to the Houſe, that it was not only a form of 
government with which we may ſafely negociate, but a form 
of government capable of maintaining peace on a footing of 
permanence and ſecurity. Will he ſay, that he is more re- 
conciled to the men who exerciſe the functions of that go- 
vernment? Some time ſince it was faid that men of a milder 
character had obtained the adminiſtration, and that a more 
moderate ſyſtem of policy would be adopted. Of the five 
who compoſe the executive directory, four voted for the death 
of the king; the fifth happened to be abſent at that period. 
Theſe were the very men whoſe pernicious councils were 
ſaid to have brought on the war with this country, and with 
reſpe& to whom it has been affirmed, that no ſettled order 
of things could take place in France till they had fallen under 
the ſword of juſtice. Has the right honourable gentleman 
then changed his opinion merely becauſe the forms of the 


government are altered, becauſe the old men ſet in one place, 


and the young men in another? Is it on the ground of ſuch 
trifling diſtinctions that he now comes forward to contradict 
every opinion, to retract every profeſſion which he has form- 
erly uttered, and to pledge himſelf to a new declaration of 
ſentiment, without any facts, or appearance of facts, by which 
it can be ſupported ? There is ſomething ſo contradictory in al! 
this, that I think it impoſſible that the right honourable gentle- 
man can be ſincere. When I find him one day faying, that 


the French government is in the gulph of bankruptcy, and 


on another, that it is capable of maintaining a permanent 
peace. I cannot help thinking that he has ſtill ſome ſubter- 
fuge in ſtore, and that he yet hopes to find x pretext to juſtify 
him in 2 the conteſt, for the purpoſe of reſtoring the 
old deſpotiſm of France. If we were to look to the ſubject 
ſeriouſly, we might perhaps find ſome other reaſon for this 
change of ſentiment on the part of the right honourable 
gentleman.. | 

« If it be ſaid that the French government has revoked 
its declaration of interfering with the governments of other 
countries, and on that account is better qualified for negociati- 


The 
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The charge of wanton interference with other governments, 
as applied to the French, I contend, never to have been juſt. 
The declaration which they made on that ſubject, was a con- 
ſequence of the coalition of Kings for the purpoſe of interfer- 
ing with their government. When the confederated Princes 
expreſſed their determination not to permit them to effect 
their revolution, and eſtabliſh a government for themſelves, 
they thought themſelves juſtified to retaliate, by declaring their 
enmity to all kingly governments, and their readineſs to aſſiſt 
in their deſtruction. In whatever light, however, this declar- 
ation be conſidered, whether as a retort or retaliation, in no 
point of view am I prepared to juſtify it; it has long ſince 
been diſclaimed. What then is the period at which the right 
honourable gentleman thinks proper to declare that tae French 
government is capable of maintaining the accuſtomed rela- 
tions of peace and amity? At the moment when the mem- 
bers ſeek to eſtabliſh their power by the ſyſtem of forced 
elections, when they avow the principle of not being reſpon- 
{ible to their conſtituents, when they ſeek to eſtabliſh their 
authority in the capital by force of arms, and have the place 
of their deliberations ſurrounded by large bodies of the military 
in order to overawe the people. At ſuch a time, when the 
members of the French government adopt the ſyſtem of felt- 
election, of taking all power into their hands, and of treating 
with contempt, the rights, the opinions, and the intereſts of 
the people, the gentlemen on the other fide exclaim, „ This 
is ſomething like a regular government! This is a form of 
adminiſtration with which we may trcat with ſafety ; we have 
now got ſomething reſembling the worſt parts of the Britiſh 
conſtitution;“ and it is to be remarked, that the way in 
which thoſe gentlemen chooſe to expreſs their attachment 
!0 the conſtitution, is by the cagerneſs which they ſhew to 
retain its abuſes, _ 

„There is one word in the addreſs which miniſters muſt 
know would have prevented it from obtaining an unanimous, 
concurrencez the expteſſion which relates to the juſtice of 
the war, We can never ſubſcribe to the juſtice of the prin- 
ciple upon which the war was commenced. But this is not 
the only objection to the addreſs in its preſent form; it ex- 
prelies a principle which muſt ever remove to a diſtance, any 
hope of a ſecure and permanent peace, till the whole country 
It.ll join to diſclaim and reprobate the ſyſtem derived from. 
luch a ſource. It ſeems that the preſent fate of things in 
France is ſuch as miniſters think may fafely admit of negoci- 
ation. This principle has often been before intimates, but 
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has never been before ſo openly avowed. It now ſeems that 
we muſt carry on the war till a form of government takes 
place. agreeable to the fancy and caprice of his Majeſty's 
miniſters. If it ſhould happen that the government is. not ſo 
thaped and framed, as exactly to coincide with their ideas, 
we muſt be immediately plunged in all the horrors of a 
war. If the preſent form of government, which happens 
to tally with the notions of miniſters, ſhould be changed 
during the progreſs of negociation; if this government of 
which they have had only the experience of five weeks, 
ſhould be thought to require ſome alteration, after peace is 
concluded, and the Houſe ſanCtidn the principle which is now 
avowed, miniſters may think themſelves juſtified in entering 
into new hoſtilities, and involving the country in a new war, 
As long as that principle continues*to be avowed, and to 
be acted upon, we may have an hollow and an armed truce, 
but we never can have any thing like a ſecure and permanent 
peace. The right honourable gentleman has been ſo very 
conciſe as not to afford me an opportunity of ſaying ſo much 
as I might otherwiſe have been called upon to bring forward, 
I muſt conclude with moſt decidedly reprobating the princi- 
ple, that any objections on the part of miniſters to a parti- 


* 


cular form of government, ſhall be in any inſtance deemed 


a juſt cauſe for commencing and continuing hoſtilities. On 


that ground I take the liberty of ſuggeſting the following 


AMENDMENT. 

« Your Majeſty's f.ithful Commons, having thus manifeſted their determina- 
tion to give your Majeſty the moſt vigorous ſupport in the further proſecution of 
the war, in caſe juſt and reaſonable terms of peace ſhould be refuſed on the part of 
the enemy, and having declared the cordial fatisfaQtion they feel at your Majefy's 
gracious intention, to meet any diſpoſition to negociation, on the part of the ene- 
my, with an earneſt deſire to give it the fulleſt and ſpeedieſt effect, cannot at the 
ſame time avoid expreſſing the deep regret they feel, that your Majefty ſhould ever 
have been adviſed to conſider the internal order of things in France to have been 


ſuch, as ſhould not have induced your Majeſty at any t:me to meet a diſpoũtion to 


negociation on the part of the enemy. 

© And your faithful Commons feel themſelves at this conjuncture the more 
forcibly called on to declare this opinion, becauſe, if the preſent exiſting” ordor of 
things in France be admitted as the motive and inducement to negociation, 4 
change in that order of things may be conſidered as a ground for diſcontinuing 2 
negociation begun, or even for abandoning a treaty concluded. | 

« Wherefore, your Majeſty's faithful Commons, duly reſlecting on the cala” 
mitous waſte of treaſure and of blood, to which it is now manifeſt the acting on 


this prineij le has ſo unfortunately and fo largely contributed, and greatly appre- 
; henſivo 
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henſive of the grievous and rinous conſequences to whigh the perſevering to act 
on ſuch principles mult inevitably tend, do humbly and earnefily imploce your 
Majeſty, that it may be altogether abandoned and diſclaimed; and that the 
form of government, or internal order of things, in France, whatever they may be, 
or ſhall become, may be no bar to a negociation for reſtoring to your Majeſty's 
ſubjeQs the bleſſings of peace, whenever it can be effected on juſt and ſuitable 
terms for your Majeſty and your allies. 

& And as the principal bar to a negociation for peace apptars to have heen your 
Majeſty's having been hitherto adviſed to conſider the order of things in France as 
preeluding your Majeſty from meeting a diſpoſition to negotiation on the part of 
the enemy, your faithful Commons now humbly beſeech your Majeſty to give 
diſtin directions that an immediate ne, ociation may be entered on the abeve 
ſalutary object.“ : 


Mr. Wilberforce began with obſerving that he could not but 
wonder at the ſtrange conſtruction of that mind on which the 
Addreſs mov'd by the Chancellor of the Exchequer could 
produce the impreſſion which it appear*d to have made on the 
mind of the honourable gentlemaii who had juſt ſet down. All 
parties had profeſs'd themfelves deſirous of reſtoring the bleſ- 
ſing of peace, when it could be effected on fair and honour- 
able terms: a meſſage which gave ſome hope of this being 
accompliſh'd, might juſtly therefore have been expeCted to 
be received with general ſatisfaction. The honourable gentle. 
man oppoſite to him had concurred with himſelf in being 
more forward than others to expreſs this diſpoſition, and in 
giving it as their opinion that the obſtacle Rated by nis Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters ariſing from the unſettled ſtate of the French 

overnment ought not tobe a bar in the way of negotiation. 
t was on this principle that he had felt himſelf compell'd to 
come forward laſt year, and on which he had been ſupported 
by thoſe with whom he had not been in the habit of agreeing. 
Yet now, when his Majeſty declar'd that this lamented ob- 
ſtacle was at length remov'd, that the door of negotiation was 
open, and in language the moſt clear and emphatical, that he 
was ready to meet any diſpoſition to treat on the part of the 
enemy, with an earneft deſire to give it the ſpeedieſt, and 
fulle(t effect, that was the moment in which the honourable 
gentleman thought it conſiſtent and becoming to interrupt 
the unanimity of their, thanks to his Majeſty for bis gracious 
communication. The feeling excited in his own mind was 
extremely different, and he heſitated not to ſay that he ſhould 
vote for the Addreſs propos'd by his right honourable friend 

with the higheſt and moſt cordial ſatisfaction, 
| Though 
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Though he ſhould have felt it with difficulty in any caſe ſo 


far to repreſs his feclings, as to give a ſilent vote on this im- 
portant occaſion, he ſhould not perhaps have taken up any 
more of the time of the Houſe than he had already done, if it 
had not been rendered in ſome ſort neceſſary by the ſpeech 
and motion of the honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan.) 
In oruer to produce an impreſſion unfavourable to adminiſtra- 
tion, the honourable gentleman had agreed that their ſtate of 
public affairs was much the ſame as it had been laſt year, when 
their conduct was ſo different, and in particular, he had treat- 
ed with ridicule, the idea of theſe being any material 
eee in the nature of the government lately eſtabliſhed in 

rance. | 

Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, he certainlyretain'd his old opinion that 
there was nothing in the ftate of public affairs laſt year which 
precluded a negociation; yet he would not be ſo unfair to his 
right honourable friend, as not to allow that this ſtate was 
now materially alter'd in many particulars, nor could he 
ſuffer that difference which aroſe from the new order of 
things eſtabliſhed in France to be paſſed over with ſo much 
levity, as if it were merely that the old men met in one place, 
and the younger in another. No one could ſpeak of it in 
theſe terms Who was ever ſo little acquainted with the firſt 
principles of government: could the honourable gentleman's 
mind ſuggeſt to him no medium between the oppoſite ex- 
tremes of abſolute monarchy and pure democracy? Had he 
taken the trouble of looking into the new French Conſtitu- 
tion? Had he not obſerved that the two legiſlative aſſemblies 
were not only diſtin in their place of meeting, but that they 
conſiſted of different deſcriptions of perſons, that they had 
their ſeparate rights and privileges? Was he ſo ignorant of 
human nature as not to know, or fo heedleſs as to forget the 
conſequential diverſities in their habits of thinking Ind 
acting, which would gradually follow, each becomipf by 
degrees potlets'd of its own peculiar character and” penius, 
and having an appropriate natural feeling? Did he notice 
that this as well as the forms of proceeding which had been 
ſertled, guarded againſt the inconſtancy and precipitancy, ſo 
common in the democratic conſtitutions of antiquity, by 
which the French proceedings had been fo characterized in 
the outſet of their revolutionary government, which above 
all other things rendered them, ws would render were ſtate 
where they prevailed, dangerous to all its neighbours ? Had 
the honourable gentleman remarked the particular precau- 


tions which had been uted to guard againſt tumult and vio- 
| | lence, 
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lence, and prevent their being under the influence of the 
mob of Paris, as had been the caſe both of their convention 
and their conſtituent aſſembly. It was impoſlible to review . 
theſe and other proviſions without obſerving a great ſimilarity 
to the American conſtitution; and conſidering throughout 
the ſituation and circumſtances of France, it was hardly to 
be expected that they would purſue a better model, in watch 
with many enormities and groſs defects, one might yet diſ- 
cern ſomewhat of the elementary principles even of our own 
conſtitution. Mr. Wilberforce obſerved that he had been 
the more full on this topic, not only becauſe he wiſh'd to 
expoſe the unfairneſs of the aſſertion, that the French govern- 
ment was as objectionable as it ever had been, but alſo becauſ⸗ 
the Houſe knew that this was no new opinion in his mind 
adopted for the convenience-of the moment; they would re- 
collect that he had laſt year expreſs'd his wiſh that the French 
might adopt the American government, not. as being that 
which in itſelf was beſt, but as that in which the 3 
nation, in which were parties of various political ſentiments 
would be moſt likely to acquieſce. 

Mr. Wilberforce then proceeded to argue againſt the adop- 
tion of Mr. Sheridan's amendment, It was unneceſlary, 
becauſe his Majeſty's miniſters had declared theniſelves eager 
to embrace any opportunity of negociating, and being unne- 
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ceſſary, it was alſo uncom/titutional, for it was contrary to the 
fr{t principles of our government, that parliament ſhould in- 
tericre with the management of negotiations, except on the 
preſſure of urgent neceſſity : but the interference in this caſe 
would not 8 be unneceſſary, but highly injurious to the 
public intereſt. It was warms not to have oblerv*d the bad 


* 4 . . Wi... 

eli AE Ce ene ere GBabh”. 
— 
3 . . 


2 


effecs which had been protfuced abroad by the belief of real 
or ſuppoſed diſcontents in this country, and every man's mind 
would naturally ſuggeſt to him how we might defeat our own 
object, by conveying ſuch an idea to the enemy, that this 
country was in immediate want of peace, as would be pro- 
duced by obſerving that even when adminiſtration had in the 
lfrongeit terms declar'd its readineſs to treat, Parliament yet 
came forward and puſh'd them on, or rather was determin'd 
to take into its own hands the time and conduct of negotia- 
tion, It was needleſs Mr. Wilberforce obſerved to be 
larger on this head. 
or his part, he confided in the pacifick declarations 
of his right honourable friend, and he could not but think 
that they would be likely to be attended with the 
Fappier effects, becauſe the expenditure of the year had been 
"already provided for, This would ſhew, that however much 
we 
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we wiſhed to terminate the evils of war when no longer in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary, yet that T defire did not proceed from 
f 


inability to bear its burthens, jf the continuance of it ſhould 
be forced on us by unreaſonableneſs or obſtinacy of our ene- 
mies. He e truſted that the deciſion of that night 
would confirm his expectations, and that the honourable gen- 
tleman's amendment being rejected, the Addreſs moved by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer would receive the general 
ſupport of the houſe. | 

Mr. Morris 2 declared, he perceived no peculiar 
improvement in the French government, nor was he ſolicit- 
ous to enquire whether it reſembled, or ever ſhould reſemble, 
the American conſtitution, but if we were to wait till France 
had digeſted a regular and reſpectable government, he was 
afraid our hopes would be deferred to a very diſtant period. 
Peace on honourable terms was much to be wiſhed for by this 
2 if it could be obtained, which he thought there was 
ground for the expectation of from the preſeat ſtate and dil- 
poſition of the enemy; he ſhould therefore vote for the Ad- 
dreſs, which in his opinion tended to the accompliſhment of 
that deſirable object, and oppoſe the amendment, which he 
conſidered as neceſſarily impeding it. He condemned the 
miniſter for not having brought forward the great and im- 
portant ſubject he had now laid before the houſe prior to his 
concluſion of the loan, by proceeding in a manner the reverſe 
of that which his duty preſcribed to him; he had ſacrificed 
tae intereſt of the publick to a monſtrous amount, and eſ- 
tabliſhed a precedent dangerous beyond meaſure to the con- 
ſtitution, if it ſhould continue to exiſt by laying the founda- 
tion of providing for the dependgnts of the ruler of the day, 
in a manner extenſive beyond Rar corruption had yet fur- 
niſhed the idea of. The bleſſings of peace, ardent as was 


- his wiſh for them, was not the only motive for his joining 


in the Addrefs, a motive even ſtronger than the inducement 
of that great object exiſted in his mind, the hope he enter- 
tained he by that means ſhould prevent or at leaſt ſuſpend the 
deſtruction of the conſtitution. The cauſe for the geceſſity 
of paſſing thoſe two bills, which had already excited terror 
beyond example in the feelings of the country, was now at an 
end, the only conſequence of puſhing them through Parlia- 
ment, would, in its preſent circumſtances, be throwing the 
country into a ſtate of diſſenſion with different parties, and 
diſguſt of the majority of the nation with its governors. 
He hoped that impediment and every other would be removed ; 
to the accompliſhment of that union of the national leren ee 
. N whic 
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which could alone enable us to procure terms adequate to 
the dignity and welfare of this country, and eſtabliſh the 
bleſſings of peace on a ſecure and laſting foundation. 

Mr Grey began what was at once a reply to Mr, Wilber. 
force, and a ſpeech upon the queſtion in terms ſubſtantially 
as follows: In riſing to ſpeak on this queſtion, I cannot but 
premiſe, that, on the latter part of the obſervations which 
have fallen from the honourable gentleman who has ſat down, 
mere can be but one opinion. No man on this ſide of the 
houſe can be ſuppoſed to wiſh that peace, however deſirable, 
ſhould be procured, even at the riſk of inglorious ſubmiſſion 
or that ſuch a relaxation ſhould take place in the vigorous 
proſecution of the war, as to prevent us from demanding 
thoſe tzrms which the King of England may juſtly be en- 
titled to aſk. If the amendment of my honourable friend 
re ommended any thing unbecoming the dignity and honour 
of this country, or that tended to diſable us from acting 
vigorouſly, I ſhould have delivered the ſame opinion we have 
juſt heard ſtated by that honourable gentleman, (Mr. Wilber- 
force). Perhaps, indeed, I might have been inclined, upon 
the whole, to have watched the conduct of miniſters, on this 
occaſion, in ſilence, and thus placed the whole reſponſibility, 
where it ought to reſt, upon them only; as the amendment 
is in fact, a compleat record of the ſentiments of thoſe, who, 
as well as myſelf, have uniformly ſtood up the determined 
oppoſers of the principles on which this war was commenced, 
and the manner in which it has been conducted, I cannot but 
agree to give it my ſupport. My honourable friend is blamed 
for his mode of argument; is it, indeed true, that opinions 
are ſo much changed, that we are become the accuſers, and 
a \miniſtretion the panegytiſts of the French government ? 
What is the wonderful 5 in the order of things, which 
has given riſe to ſuch a change ? I will not canvaſs the prin- 
ciples of the French government. It is enough to ſtate that 
the government which the French have choſen, though ſome- 
what different in appearance, is the ſame in principle with 
that with which we went to war, and which minifters formerly 
declared to be ſo odious and dangerous, that its total de- 
{truction only could be looked upon as the attainment of the 
object in view. It was in fact bellum internecinum. Recur- 
ring, however, to what I have formerly ſtated on this ſubject. 
the preſent government is worſe than that we went to war 
with, We firſt engaged in war the Briſſotines; they who 
are now in power are the ſucceſſors of that party, more mo- 
cerate indeed, but acting upon the ſame principles; the won- 
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government, one ſomething like America. 


3% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS Inte. 


derfu] difference is, that the form is varied; they have a 
eouncil of ancients, inſtead of a committee, and a council of 
five hundred inſtead. of a national convention. The argu. 
ment with many might be « [ with not for the old monarchy; 
I want not the ancient government; but here is a notable 
” This, Sir is 
but a paltry excuſe for doing now what ought to have been 
done long before. France is ſtill declared to be a republic, 
one and indiviſible in all its parts, founded on the fame prin- 
ciples with which they ſet out. We have, indeed, atchieved 
a mighty effect! Is it for this trifling diffcrence-that we en- 
gaged in war, have incurred an unparallelled expence, ſhed 
oceans of blood, and, in order to ſave our own conſtitution, 
have every year been obliged to ſacrifice a part of it? Miniſ- 
ters, at the commencement of this war, were accuiltomed 
to ſtate, that all ſucceſs depended on being able to re-eſtabliſh 
the old hereditary deſpotic government of France; and that 
in any manner to countenance” the proceedings of the muz- 
derers of Louis XVI. was virtually to depoſe the King of 
England. This was attempted, but all their ſchemes have 
failed ; the confederacy is diſſolved; we have every where 
been baffled, except at ſea; we have ſpent fifty millions 
ſterling, and added above eighty millions to the capital of the 


national debt. There is little difference in the ſituation of 


affairs, and no additional ſecurity. I put it to thofe gentle- 
men, then how they can pretend to reconcile their ſentiments 
and conduct; when at one time they declare that nothing 
but the total deſtruction and eradication of certain principles 
will. be ſufficient to pave the way for peace, and afterwards, 
taking advantage of a ſlight difference in circumſtances, fol- 
low that line of conduct which has hitherto been recommended 
to them in vain? I am aware of the objection that may be 
ſtated to what I advance, and that I may appear to argue 
againſt myſelf ; but while I ſincerely ſay, that let a bona fide 
pcace be made by whom it will, I ſhall rejoice, and no- 
declare it to be the -wiſh neareſt my heart; yet I contend 
that It is proper that the matter be fairly ſtated to the countr)s 
and that miniſters be not allowed ſurreptitiouſly to arrogate 
to themſelves that merit and honour in the tranſaction which 
they are by no means entitled to. It may be ſaid, that the 
preſent Meſſage even goes farther than my motion, in which 
{ wiſhed to confine myſelf to a point of time; but the real 


difference between the ſentiments of this ſide of the houſe 


and thoſe of the other couſiſts in this; we at all times aſ- 
ſerted the propriety of negociation ; and although we ma 


have uſed, the expreſſion, that the exiſting government of 
| | France, 


% 
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France, at the time ſuch motion was made, ſhould be no 
bar to enteriag into any treaty or negociation z We meant not 
to deny that any other exiſting form of government wou!] 
have been equally comp@ent to maintain the accuſtomed te- 
lations of peace and amity. They, on the contrary, have, 
up to the preſent moment, objected to every idea of negoci- 
ation. To ſet this matter in its true light is, I conceive, 


the object of the preſent amendment. I certainly, above all 


things, wiſh the honour of the country to be ſaved ; but by 
whatever circumſtances theſe gentlemen may be influenced, 
I wiſh miniſters to acknowledge the French Republic, and 
ſhall rejoice to think that they are determined to negociate. 

I with to conſider this metlage as an aſſurance to that pur- 
poſe, and that his M:j.ſty's miniſter is ſincerely retolved to 
take the earlieſt oppottunity of concluding a peace. Is this 
really ſo? He appears ye! hy his difſent to this; then let him 
openly ſay fo! I indeed diſtruſt every thing which comes from 
him in the ſhape of words. Laſt year, in the amendment to 
my metion for entering into negociation, the right hunourable 
Gentleman ſtated that he would be ready to negociate when- 
ever ſuch a government ſhould be eſtabliſhed in France as was 
likely to maintain the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity, 
leaving it enticely to conjecture what fort of government that 
might be, and not even ſaying whether the exiſting govern- 
ment at that time was ſuch a government or not. At that 
time, we found that other governments, ſuch as Denmark, 
Sweden, and America, thought they could; that Prufſiz after- 
wards thought ſo likewiſe, and that Spain had ſince manifeſted 
the ſame. opinion; theſe honourable Gentlemen, however I 
ſuppoſe, thought they could not. There is one phrale in the 
meſſage and addreſs, extremely equivocal. We are to look 
for a diſpolition on the part of the French to negociate thus; 
though the miniſter may acknowledge the competency of the 
French government for negociation, he may take as much 
time as he pleaſes before he diſcovers a proper diſpoſition mani- 


teſting itſelf. In ſhort, looking upon it, until contradicted, as 


a ſort of aſſurance on the part of miniſters, I may for ſome 
time ſuſpend my motion on this ſubject; and feeling as 1 do, 
and withing to be pexfectly explicit in my ſentiments,” leaving 
the right honourable gentleman to his reſponſibility, I ſhail 
vote for the amendment of my honourable friend. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid he preſaced the addreſs 
Which he had the honour of propoſing with very few words, 
becauſe he conceived there could have been no difference of 
Opinion upon the ſubject. He formed this opinion, boch from 
adverting to the nature of his Majeſty's gracious communica- 
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tion, from the ſituation of the contending parties, and from the 
exiſting circumſtances.of the war. hat was moſt calcu- 
lated to confirm that opinion was, the conduct of the honour- 
able gentleman himſelf who had juſt fat down, and who the 
preceding day, when he had introduced the preſent ſubject, 
after mature conſideration, ſaid he would not preſs the motion 
of which he had given notice. He declared he was at a loſs to 
underſtand what was at this time the honourable Gentleman's 
object; it would ſeem that, had he followed his own inclina- 
tion, there would and ought to have been no amendment, and 
yet he votes for that propoſed, At the ſame time, too, he 
ſeems inclined to put the ſame conſtruction on the meaning of 
the meſlage and addreſs that was intended to be conveyed by 
the amendment. It was really ſingular to obſerve the mode in 
which the queſtion had been taken up; to attend to the argu- 
ments which had generally been uſed by gentlemen on the 
other fide, and the conduct which they practically purſued, 
The addreſs went to pledge the Houſe to co-operate with 
his Majeſty on ſuch meaſures as might tend to the obtainment 
of peace on honourable terms, and ſtated that the Houſe was 
- ſatisfied, that if a diſpoſition to that effect was manifeſted on 
the part of the enemy, his Majeſty was inclined to meet it, 
by which the Houſe would entertain a hope that peace might 
be concluded on honourable terms, and that, whether we 
ſhould ſucceed in the object by his Majeſty's readineſs to meet 
that diſpoſition to negociate, muſt depend altogether upon the 
terms, What ſaid the amendment moved by an honourable 
Gentleman ? It went a great deal further, It went to require 
his Majeſty's miniſters immediately to enter on that negoci- 
ation, whether they ſhould ſee that diſpoſition manifeſted or 
not; or rather, whether they ſhould ſee that diſpoſition 
affirmed or negatived by the enemy in the courſe of their con- 
duct. Such was the nature of the amendment which had 
been ſupported by honourable gen:lemen, who, upon various 
. occaſions, with ſo much zeal, eloquence, and addreſs, fre- 
uently urged every topic to prove that miniſters were reſpon- 
2 to the publick for not having opened a negociation long 
ago, and that they ſhould not wait until they ſaw the diſpoſi- 
tion to negociate in the enemy; and now that miniſters were 
coming forward, with a declared readineſs on the part of his 
Majeſty to meet that diſpoſition, they charged them with 
having abandoned their former arguments upon this ſubject, 
to throw obſtacles in the way of negociation. T his was the 
way in which they proved to the houſe, and to the publick, 
their earneſtneſs for a negociation for peace. The theme of 


their eloquence formerly was, that peace was at all events 
1 deſirea ble, 
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deſirable, ſo deſtrable that they cared not by whom it was ob- 
tained. The theme of their eloquence at preſent was, that 
miniſters had abandoned all their former arguments, and the 
whole of their conſiſtency, by profeſſing a readineſs to meet 
the defire of the enemy, if any ſuch defre ſhould appear, to 
negociate for peace upon juſt and honourable terms. The 
purity of ſuch oppoſition was not a ſubject for him to diſculs. 
Gentlemen ſeemed to triumph under the idea that they had 
diſcovered inconſiſteney in the conduct of his Majeſty's 
miniſters; and they ſeemed to triumph as if this inconſiſtency 
had been proved: they ſeemed indeed to triumph at the idea 
that they could impreſs upon the houſe topics which might 
reſtrain the object of negociation. They ſeemed to rejoice 
that they had tound means to impede that peace which they 
on ſo many occaſions, in the animation of their eloquence, and 
the candour of their nature, declared to be the object which 
was neareſt to their hearts. They ſeemed to triumph that, 
although the enemy might manifeſt a diſpoſition to negociate 
for a peace, yet by the preſent miniſter a peace could not be 
concluded, Whether ſuch a triumph was founded upon 
publick principle and pattiotic principle, or was a triumph of 
a leſs dignified nature, he ſhould leave to others to determine, 
or, if they plcaſed, he would leave it to theſe gentlemen to 
determine for themielves. 

What were the circumſtances which had been ſtrenuouſſy 
inſiſted upon by tae ſupporters of the amendment, and particu- 
larly the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt in favour of thar 
amendment? He declared he had not heard one word to that 
effect by way of argument ; as little had he heard againſt the 
addreſs which he had the honour to move. He meant he had 
not-heard any thing from theſe geatlemen againſt their agree- 
ing to the addrels, for the drift of their arguments went againſt 
himſelt and the majority of the bouſe, with whom he agreed in 
the whole courſe of the war, agreeing to the addreſs. They en- 
deavoured to prove that this addreſs was perfectly conſiſtent with 
their arguments upon all former occaſions, when the ſubject 
of the war was debated, but perfectly inconſiſtent with the con- 
duct of the majority of the houſe. "This argument, thus fingu- 
lar in its nature, was ſounded upon neither more nor leſs than a 
total forgetſulneſs of every leading fact and every leading 
argument that had been brought forward ſince the commence- 
ment of this war, up to the moment in which he was ſpeaking. 
Theſe gentlemen applied all their objections, not to the con- 
duct of the enemy, but to the conduct of the executive 
government of this country. They, in the firſt place, bring 
forward an obſervation which has again and again been con- 
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futed, that the war originated in the aggreſſion of this country, 


They in the ſecond place, wilh to fix miniſters with having 
Rated it to be an abſolute ſine gue non to eſtabliſh a certain 
form of government in France, and that too in the ancient 
form, that everlaſting warfare was declared againſt every other 
ſyſtem, and that unleſs that object was obtained, it was to be a 
bellum internecinum. Thirdly, that between the ſtate of the 
preſent government of France and thoſe that preceded it ſince 
the revolution, there was no practical diſtinction ſo as to give 
us any ſecurity for peace until the ancient form be eſtabliſhed. 
Fourthly, that the preſent form of government in France, in 
eſtabliſhing a Council of Ancients, &c. nothing had been 
gained to us. And Jaſtly, that we had met, in the whole 
courſe of the war, nothing but defeats, diſaſters, and diſgraces, 
with the exception of a few victories at ſea. On each of theſe 


heads it would be neceſſary, before he fat down, to make ſome 


remarks. Upon the firſt point, he would not tread over 
the ground that had been already ſo fully occupied, nor 
imagine that it was in the power of any honourable gentle- 
man preſent to reaſon over the majority of the houle, to 
the perſuaſion that the war was not, in the moſt emphatical 
ſenſe of the word, defenſive on the part of this country, 
and, at the ſame time, the moſt important, in a general 
point of view, that ever was undertaken, involving the 
intereſts and well-being of Europe, nay, of all mankind. 
When that war was once commenced, it certainly became 
a molt material queſtion, when they could again look for 
peace? The anſwer could not but be, not until we have 
repelled unjuſt aggreſſion, and procured reaſonable hopes of 
future ſecurity. 

On the firſt day of the preſent ſeſſion he had ſtated to the 
houſe ſome reaſon for being fatisfied with our efforts. He 
ſtated that he conſidered our efforts as an example to future 
times, as well as a ſatisfact ion to our own feelings z as a ſource 
of comfort to every lover of juſtice, of good order, and of every 
tzing that was reſpectable in ſociety, that the efforts of a great 
and a free people had done ſo much to ſtem the torrent with 
which all the civiliſed world was threatened to be over- 
whelmed. He ſtated further, that he ſhould have been happy 
if the war had ended in a total diſſolution of that ſyſtem 
which had been adopted by our enemies. He tated alſo, that 
even dangerous as theſe principles were, the war might be 
terminated even under the preſent form of the government 


of France; and he obſerved that the evils with which civil 


ſociety had been threatened by the principle on which this 


war had bcen carried on by our enemics, had been in 1 great 
4 egrec 
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degree defeated. When he was aſked, why we expended ſo 
much of our blood and treaſure in the proſecution. of this war ? 
he would anſwer, it was becauſe our enemies gave us no al- 


ternative but to hazard them. When he was aſked, what we 


had gained by the war? he would anſwer, all that we muſt 
have loſt without it. What did the ſupporters of the amend- 
ment deſire the houſe to do? They aſked Parliament to take 
away all diſcretion fromthe executive power, and give a bond 
to the enemy that all further efforts ſhould be diſcontinued 
againſt them. Theſe gentlemen were not content that the 
neceſſary inference of the principles of the enemy ſhould fol- 
low in their courſe, but they mult take away the very means 
of making the negotiation an advantageous one to the coun- 
try; as if the miſchief of theſe principles could not otherwiſe 
be ſufficiently certain; and yet theſe gentlemen, at the open- 
ing of the Eton, declaimed violently on the neceſſity of 
entering into a negociation. They might bring forward, 
day after day, their different motions upon that ſubject, one 
after another, to record their principles that the war was un- 
juſt aſking always in their turn, what we had got by the 
war? This, he believed, the houſe would think was not a 
very candid or juſt mode of proceeding. He would next call 
upon the houſe to mark the candour of the ſecond part, to 
which he had adverted, of the ee of theſe gentlemen. 
He had ſaid that the aggreſſion of the enemy on us was vio- 


lent, and unlike all former, even unjuſt wars, in which allies 


had been attacked or territories ſeized, or in which any of 
the uſual cauſes of juſt war had appeared; but that the war 
on the part of the enemy was intimately connected with prin- 
ciples which profeſſed an intention to ſubvert all the eſta- 
bliſhed governments upon earth, which the efforts of the pro- 
ſeſſors of theſe principles could reach. He faid this princi- 
ple would allow no reſt to any eſtabliſhed government upon 
earth while it had any force to reſiſt with. He faid ſo, and 
he felt it to be the cauſe of the preſent war, and that we had 
no reſource but that of repelling with vigour the attack that 
was mad: upon us. He faid alſo there were many in that un- 
happy country anxious for the deſtruction of that principle, 
and willing to co-operate with us for that deſtruction. He 
ſaid it was the juſt exerciſe of the right of war to interfere 
in the internal concerns of an enemy, to endeavour to over- 
throw that government for the purpoſe of bringing the war 
to a conclufion. No man ever attempted to refute this prin- 
ciple upon the authority of the law of nations, or upon the 
principies of juſtice, He faid he wiſhed for peace on ho- 
aourable grounds, and as favourable to us as poſſible, This 
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was all the interference that he ever intended with reſpe& to 
me government of France. Inſtead of taking this on a fair 
ground, it was maintained by gentlemen on the other ſide 
that he wiſhed at all events to overthrow the whole govern- 
ment of France, and to ſubſtitute the old in its place, and 
even that day was quoted the phraſe of bellum internerinum, 
as applicable to the preſent war, a phraſe which he believed 
was never pronounced by any gentleman on that fide of the 
houſe but to repel a miſrepreſentation from the other fide; 
He would ſay pofitively for himfelf, he never uſed it for any 
other purpoſe, and he believed it was never ſo uſed by any other. 
When he ſtated that the government of France was bad in 
principle, he then ſaid that even under that government there 
were circumſtances that might compel us to treat for peace. 
He did not deny that he had admitted, nay contended; that 
monarchy was deſirable for that country, and for the general 
intereſt of -mankind:; but to the. idea that he had at any time 
made, the reſtoration of monarchy a /ine qua nom, was fo en- 
tirely beyond all he had ever uttered upon the fubjeR; that he 


/ ſhould not argue it. : 


He was come to another point which had been a good deal 
inſiſted upon; viz. that if the executive government ſhould 
make peace, they were chargeable with a dereliction of their 
principle. How food that point? He faid on former oc- 
caſions, that we could not make peace until there was a 
reaſan;: ble expectation of ſecurity for its continuance, and 
that if ſuch a ſecurity would be reaſonably expected, 
that then the queſtion muſt depend upon the terms. No, the 
queſtion was, did the enemy ſtand in ſuch a fituation as to 
make that expectation of ſecurity reaſonable, and will they 
ſhew a diſpoſition to negotiate? It was on theſe points our 
conduct ſhould be regulated. e | 

In conſidering that part of the ſubject, the next queſtion 
was, is there not a ſubſtantial. difference between the former 


. order of things in France, and the preſent order? upon this 


ſubject gentlemen had argued as if the former mode of govern- 
ment was as good for our ſecurity in negotiating as the preſent. 
That queſtion, like every other, muſt depend upon all the 
circumſtances which attend it, Gentlemen on the other fide 
bad ſaid, if the terms were right, the former government was 
ſuch as we might have treated with ſafely. He had ſaid he 
did not think io, and of the former government he would fa 
the ſame ſtill, But he ſaid we ſhould treat now becauſe the 
preſent government might be ſafe. Theſe gentlemen turned 
round upon him, and faid, © This is not the time in which 
we lhall be ſafe in treating according to the miniſter's _ 
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_ principles. | He is inconſiſtent with himſelf, he abandons his 
own ground.” "Theſe gentlemen, in their anxiety for his 
conſiſtency, loſt ſight of the intereſt of their country, which 
was committed to their charge. Whether there was a great 

difference between the ſituation of France at the preſent or at 
former times, when he had denied the policy of attempting 
to negotiate, was a queſtion into the dgjail of which he ſhould 
not at preſent enter; he would refer to what he had faid on 
that point on the firſt day of the preſent ſoſſion. He had ſaid 
then that from the change which. had taken place in the form 
of their government, from the change which had taken place 
with regard to its mode of calling forth its ſupplies, and, above 
all, with regard to the change which had viſibly taken place 
in the diſpoſition and temper of the people of that country, 
there was a reaſonable hope that a peace might be concluded 
with them at this time; and this hope had not exiſted at any 
former period of the war. There were points in this argu- 
ment which he knew gentlemen on. the other fide would be 
diſpoſed to conteſt ; but be the degree what it might, there 
certainly was a difference in the ſituation of France at this 
moment from any other period ſince the commencement of 
the war. Gentlemen ſhould not miſtake him he was not 
going to pronounce a panegyric on the preſent form of the 
government of that country. He only faid it was different 
trom its former ſtate, The gentlemen on the other ſide had 
talked of an attack on the principles of that country by ſome, 
and the defence of them by others that night; was it a mere flip 
of inadvertency or did they mean it ſhould be underſtood that 
he was to invert the propoſition, and ſay that he attacked the 
principles of the French, and that theſe honourable genttemen 
were the detenders of chem? He would leave that to the cooler 
reflection of theſe honourable gentilemen: Whether they 
defended the conſtitution of the French he knew not; he was 
not the defender of it, except on a compariſon with the for- 
mer one. There were others in this country who certainly 
were the defenders of the French; thoſe who proteſſed to be 
the friends of the French principles, who adopted and avowed 
them; who had attempted to introduce into this country 
jacobin names and tenets ; who had endeavoured to fedute 

them into practice 3 who had tried to fubvert the conſtitution 
of England; who had treated with contempt the preſent farm 
of government of France, becauſe it bore too near a reſerh- 
vlance to ſome part of the conſtitution of England; whotad 
exvreſſed their abhorrence of it, becauſe it was ſuppoſed to 
have ſome likeneſs of ſomething that was Engliſn. This of 
Vor. II. 1795. 3A felt 
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itſelf proved to him the advantage the new conſtitution has 
over any thing which preceded it, becauſe it has become the 
object of anger to theſe people, inſtead of being the theme of 
praife. But does any man mean ſeriouſſy to aſſert, that no 
difference has taken place? When the Rights of Man were 
fully acted upon, there was but one only repreſentative body, 
containing in itſelt all powers legiſlative, executiye and judi- 
cial, the only lawful center from which every thing was to 
roceed. The new conſtitution was a complete diſclaimer of 
that wild and deluſive theory. It was founded on experience 
as far as it went. They had admitted the doctrine, the falſe- 
hood of the doctrine, of perſect equality. Ihe) had admitted 
(for he was not afraid of the word) of artificial diſtinction, 
which faſtened and kept together the maſs of ſociety. They 
had endeavoured to repair the breaches of their former fyſtem, 
a ſyſtem; of pure democracy; a ſyſtem which united in it all 
the horrors of other ſyſtems, without the advantige of either; 
inſtead of having one popular aſſembly, where the ſudden and 
uncontrouled guſts of paſſion ſubdued the reaſon ; and the 
French, dangerous in their determination/to-their-neighbours, 
"Inſtead of that condition in which the wiſeſt man was under 
the controul, and ſubject to the correction, fury and frenzy 
of a mob; inftead ot being ſubject to the violence and fury 
of a lawleſs rabble, they had arrived at one paint that would 
be uſeful to chem; they had laid hold of one of the elements 
which contribute to form a ſocial ſtate ſor man, a mixed form 
of government. They had ſeparated the legitlative from the 
executive part. They had formed two houſcs of legiſlature, 
and had fo far imitated what contributed ſo much to the excel- 
lency of our conſtitution, Were theſe points to be got rid 
of by quaintly calling the two houſes: of legiſlature old and 
3 had heard them called? The thing in 
plain Engliſh was this; they had now two houſes of )egulla- 
ture inftead of one popular aſſembly. They had now au 
executive government, ſeparate from the legiſlative. Theſe 
points conſtituted a difference between their preſent form of 
government and that of a pure democracy. Whether their 
© prefent government was a machine that would laſt for a great 
5 Ka th of time, he would not pretend to decide; he was not 
preſumptuous end ue h even to gueſs. He only ſaid they were 
ſo ſar wiſe when they preferred experience to theory. Nothing 
that the moſt ingenious artiſt had deſigned at once, could in 
bis mind de equal in utility, application and excellence 
to that frame of government ariüng from the adoption of 


gradual improvements naturally ſuggeſted: from time to time 
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in the courſe,ot- events, and Which was the reſult of the 
experience of manłind in the co of ges. NYT: 
But aſter all, he would aſk, if he had reſted. all bis.ſecurity 
on the form of government lately adopted in France? Gentle- 
men had ſaid that he had inſiſted that the former government 
of that country was not capable of maintnining the uſual rela- 
tions of peace and amity with other powers, and that now he 
evaded that queſtian. How had: he conducted himſelf upon 
that point? Had he ever denied that even the goverument 
France then was totally incapable af being treated wich { No 
ſuch ching; he had thought that to compel the 2 of 
this country to treat with France was, under all the circum- 
ſtances, inexpedient on our part, and becauſe the propoſitions 
brought forward by gentlemen on the other fide, were mere 
dry and abſtract queſtions, leading to no particular good effect. 
We were not to conclude in the abſtract, and without 
conſidering the ſituation of the enemy, without ſeeing what 
were their means and what their diſpoſitions. What was 
likely to become the ſituation of both f While: the ſyſtem ofꝰ 
terror prevailed in France, neither the diſpoſition of the people 
nor their means could be judged of, both being coverted with 
the homage which they were obliged to pay to tyranny. But 
he had been aſked, what he thought of the views of the French 
with regard to their future operations? He muſt anſwer, he 
could not ſay; but he would ſay this, that Franee would 
conſult its own happineſs by not endeavuuring further to diſ- 
turb the tranquillity of Europe, and by agreeing to. juſt and 
equitable terms at this time; and he maintained that the ſtate 
of their finances was in ſuch a fituation as not to enable them 
to proceed much longer in the conteſt without utter ruin to 
themſelyes. I his ſubject indeed has already been amply diſ- 
cuſſed. - As an additional argument, he defired only to call 
their attention to What had paſſed within theſe few.weeks ; ihe 
appealed to the dying confeſſion of the old government, and 
to the infant acts of the new. If ſuch were their exhauſted 
ſtate, it could hardly be ſuppoſed that they would ſoon again 
be inclined to revive the conteſt. IT heſe circumiſtances, which 
he had juſt mentioned, were almoſt all new; and, as he had 
endeavoured to prove, very different from any that had hither- 
to occurred... Some might imagine that there was ſufficient 
lecurity before that period. They. could not then deny that 
tnete was more at this time. 
Another part of the ſpeech. of the honourable gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt was extremely material to be attended to. He 
had been pleaſed to ſay, that the was had been to us a. ſceng of 
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diſaſters and defeats, except in the inſtances of ſea enga 
ments. That was the account which that honourable” 2 
man had pleaſed to give the effect of our excrtions: He ſaid 
we had met with nothing but diſaſters, with only the excep- 
tion of a few inſtances, and then he brought out a cold paren- 
theſis with reſpect to our ſea engagements. That ſuch an 
obſervation ſhould come from that honourable gentleman was 
extraordinary. indeed. Was it true? Was there ever à war 
in Which this country could-boaſt of ſo many ſucceſsful eandi- 
dates for the fame and glory? Was there ever à war in 
which the Britiſh character had been rendered more exalted, 
or in which thoſe of our land as well as aur ſea ſervice had 
atchieved more military fame, from the higheſt in command to 
the loweſt attendant? Had the honourable gentleman forgotten 
what the Britiſn had done in Holland and in Germany, and 
was the laurel not their due as much as if their efforts, in con-. 
junction with others, had been ſucceſsful? Was nothing to be 
laid in praiſe of diſappointed valour? Had the fon forgotten 
the ſervice of bis father? Had-that honourable gentleman for- 
gotten what was accompliſhed by Sir Charles Grey in the 
eſt. Indies, or did he feel no pride or gratitude to that᷑ il- 
luſtrious officer for his conduct upon that ſervice ? Nor did he 
agree with that honourable gentleman in conſidering the pre- 
ſent war in other teſpects ſo diſaſtrous to this country, even 
ſuppoſing it to end as it now was. Let him look at the three 
difterent points that we had gained in the preſent conteſt; 
Martinique, Cape Nicola Mole, and the Cape of Good Hope; 
and then let him aſł himſelf whether they ert not the moſt im. 
portant that could fall into our hands? Iheſe points would 
he w whether the war was ſo very diſaftyous to us as the ho- 
nourable gentleman had ſtated, and this would lead the Houſe 
ta;xcflect Whether, as we bad means in our hands, we had 
not reaſon to expect, if true to ourſelves, to bring the war to 
a ſucceſsful and honourable termination. As to the diſeretion 
which gentlemen ſeemed fo unwilling to give executive go- 
verment upon this oceaſion, he muſt dehre that the Houſe 
would not interfere with it in the courſe of the negotiation; if 
they chuſed to attach to government any reſponſibility for 
vyrhat they were about to do. But if the amendment and the 
advice of its promoters were adopted, the diſeretion of govern- 
ment would be entirely taken away, and the reſponſibility 
would be doubled. All that was to be done, muſt be done 
with a view to the relative ſituation of the enemy. The ho- 
nourable gentleman ſaid that miniſters would have à loop- 
hole, and that they would creep out of it, and, after promi 
ing to negotiate, carry on the war. He would ſay then, that 


if his Majeſty had reaſon to belicve there was a diſpoſition = 
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the enemy to negociate, his "Majeſty would meet that deſire; 
and endeavour to render it effectual. This addreſs neither 
precluded his Majeſty from entering into a negotiation imme- 
diately, nor did it bind him to make it in any form. He 
would ſay again this muſt be left to the diſcretion of the exe- 
cutive government. It was ſaid that they allowed only the 
nt order of things to be ſuch as they might treat with, 
and that they might ſuppoſe no other equally competent, con- 
ſequemly if another change were to take place, they ſnould 
be jaſt here they were. That however, was not altogether 
the caſe. Ihe permaneney of the preſent government of 
France does not now, as formerly, fo much connect jitſeſf 
with the permaneney of a treaty of peace. Formerly che ſue- 
ceſſion of parties was ſo rapid and ſo violent, that this country 
making peace with one, would have been ſufficient reaſon for 
the other party to ſet it aſide; but conſidering the ſituation to 
which France is reduced, no man could pretend to ſay it 
would be policy in any other ſet of men who might come into 
power, to reject a treaty of peace concluded with the preſent 
rulers. If it were aſked, what he would do were the ſame 
miſerable ftate to recur, which gave rife to the preſent conteſt, 
he ſhould anſwer, that were he in poſſeſſion of the means, 'he 
would again earneſtly requeſt the Houſe and the country 
to repel the unjult attack, as they had done beſore. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded with ob- 
ſerving that neither the form of government of France, nor 
the circumſtances which ſubſiſted formerly, were any longer 
the cauſe of preventing a negociation between France and 
this country, and that the whole queſtion of peace muſt depend 
on the terms. For this ' reaſon he ſhould vote} for the Addrefs 
which he had propoſed to the Houſe as a proper meaſure in the 
preſent conjuncture of affairs, and of courſe againſt the amend- 
ment, as a "meaſure intended to defeat the object of the 
Addreſso. ante Ren 199019; 
Mr. Fur ſaid, that, however he might differ from much of 
what fallen from the honourable gentlemen, however he might 
object to the terms of the addreſs which had been moved; there 
was one thing which mut give him pleaſure; he mult con- 
gratulate the Houſe and the country on the complete change 
which had happily taken place in the language and in the ſyſtem 
of government.” The Houſe would believe him when he ſaid 
that he rejoiced,, and when he congtatulated them upon this” 
change, ſinee he had alſo to congratulate himſelf upon the 
occaſion, as this change of language and ſyſtem pronounced 
his pardop, as was and complete ablolution-of all his paſt ſius. 
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Miniſters. had made a total re traction of all the charges they 
had brought againſt him ſor the motions he had made, and for 
the docttines he had held from the commencement of the war 
to the preſent day? they had fully acquitted him, and had 
poſitively declared, that, in every ſentiment he had utteted, he 
was right, and that the Houſe ſhould have acted upon his 
opinion; for all along he had maintained the doctrine delivered 
by his Majeſty's meſſage. Three years ago, viz. on the 15th 
af December 37%, he had made a motion for a negociation 
tor peace. In June, 1793, he had done the ſame thing; he 
had moved an amendment in the courſe of the fate ſeſſion, 
tending to the ſame purpoſe. In January, 1794, he had ſup- 
ported the motion of an honourable friend, and- in the latter 
end of the ſame ſeſſion he had maintained and ſupported in 
argument the ſame ſentiment as that conveyed in his Majeſty's 
meſſage, namely, that it was fit and proper to negociate wit 
the exiſting — of France. It had been his uniform 
argument, that, at every moment from the firſt commence- 
ment of hoſtilities to the preſent, it Was wiſe and political to 
make the declaration which had been then ſubmitted to the 
Houle, that Frauce was in a ſtate to negociate with this 
country. He had therefore at- preſent that triumph, that 
miniſters retracted by the meſlage all the language they had 
held in anſwer to his motions, and all the imputations which 
they had thrown, upon him. “ What !”, they ſaid; s treat 
with men w hoſe hands are yet reeking with the blood of their 
ſovereign |. What,! treat wich men Who would come here with 
principles that ate deſtructive of all government? What! 
deliver up miniſters bound hand and foot by a declaration of 
this kind? Such were. their arguments, and yet only mark 
their conduct they on this day declated themſelves ready to treat 
with the new directory of F rance, ſour members of which 
had actually participated in the judgment and death of their 
ſoveseign, and were directly implicated in that act. He was 
ſorry to ſee that not all the miniſtets were preſent in that Houſe, 
who had ſpoken in anſwer to his firſt motion; it would be re- 
collected, however, by all what was the language of a noble 
ſec:etary of ſtate (Lord Grenville) upon that occaſion.“ What, 
would you have us to ſanctify that murder ? Would you have 
us to abet the regicides, by treating withthem ?* I hey muſt 
forego that charge; they muſt abandon that imputation, and 
acknowledge that it was a groſs clumny; for at this time 
with the ſame identical men, and without any declaration 
*Þ being made by the government of France of the injuſtice ot 
8 that act, or auy acknowledgment tending to the moſt feeble 


expiation, 


{ 
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expiation, they declared their readineſs to treat. It was 
alledged againſt him, and, the gentlemen on his ſide of the 
Houſe, that their motions and reaſoning went to oblige mini- 
ſters to treat. They did no ſuch thing; neither his two 
amendments, nor the motions of his honourable friend (Mr. 
Grey) went ſo far as the preſent meſſage from the Crown. 
His amendments did no more than declare that there were no 
embatraſſments to treating in the form of the government or 
France; nothing that made it impoſſible or 4mproper for this 
country. to treat. The motion of his honourable friend was 
ſtill more gentle. It was, that there was nothing in the 
vernment of France that tended to retard a negociation. Bur 
the preſent meſſage declared at once their readineſs to treat 
under certain circumſtances, and the Houſe were called upon 
to do what had then been declared to be ſo improper, ſo de- 
grading, and ſo ignominious. All theſe foul epitnets, how- 
ever, were now completely retracted, and juſtice was done to 
the goad intentions, and to the ſound policy of the gentlemen 
on that ſide of the Houſe. It might be ſuppoſed, that, in 
ſupporting the amendment that day made by his honourable 
friend, that he was arguing againſt the addreſi. No, he was 
arguing for the addreis: he was ſupporting the addreſs by the 
belt means by which it could be ſupported, by adding to it an 
amendment which would: make it intelligible, andbgive it 
meaning and force. If it ſhould be ſaid that it was an oppo- 
ſitionſto the addreſs, becauſe they propoſed an amendment, he 
muſt proteſt againſt ſuch reaſoning, which tended to deprive 
him of the freedom of ſpeech. If he muſt agree to a propo- 
lition only in the terms in which it was put, he was deprived 
of deliberation, and was no longer permitted to be a free 
reaſoner. That would not, however, he ſuppoſed, be ſeriouſſy 
diſputed: and it would not be aſetibed to him that he was an 
enemy to peace becauſe he agreed to an amendment to a 
meſſage conveyed in terms extremely equivocal. An enemy 
to pcace! Ihe whole tenor of his reaſoning, from the com- 
mencement of the war, was, that every moment was favoura - 
ble to a negociation ſon peace. Had be any objections to that 
peace being concluded by the honourable gentleman ? None; 
ne ſhould think it an addition to the bleſſings of peace, if the 
country could along with it procure the advantage of bringiniꝶ 
his Majeſty's miniſters into: diſgrace; and he ſhould conceive 
that they were campletely diſgraced by the retraction of every 
alſertion they had made, and by the ſurrender of every objet 
which they had held out as the pretext of war. | If chat houldd 
be ſaid to be an invidious : mode of ſpeaking, he had no objoc- - 
5 | | Lon 


a. ae. it; Jo. 


d e 


© 
Wi nes 1 
* 
8 fm —— <a 
* 1 *, * * 


* 
Sw 
1 n n 


tho y- 


_—_— ERS 


— 


Pas > * : 


— 51 


358 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Comwors. 


tion to plead guilty to the charge; he molt aſſuredly did think 
that, next to the bleſſings of peace, would be the diſgrace of 
miniſtors, who had entered upon the war without reaſon, and 
rejected every opportunity of concluding a peace upon terms 
infinitely more favourable for the country than any that 
were now likely to obtain. It might, however, be their con- 
ſoling idea, that if they had rejected peace upon better terms 
than they were likely to obtain, that ſtill they had brought the 
country to ſuch à pitch of calamity, and fo clamorous were 
the people, that-peace upon any terms would be received from 
might be their feeling. li x were poſſible to believe that the 
them as a boon and an atoneme nt for all their tranſgreſſions. Such 
members of that Houſe could ſo far ſurrender their pride, 
their independence and their ipirit, as to juſtify ſuch a ſenti- 
ment, he could only ſay that they ſurrendered their public 
principles to perſonal motives, but that ſuch conduct was in- 
contiſtent with their duty as repreſentatives of the people, and 
incompatible with their character as men of honour, No: 
though they ſhould give peace to the country, he would not 
agree to forget their demerits. He would ſtill think himſelf 
bound to accuſe them as the authors of all the calamities that 
we had ſuſfered; and that he would not think it was a ſuffi - 
cient atonement for their conduct, that they had departed from 
every doctrine by which they had prevailed on a majority of 
that Houle to ſupport them in the ſyſtem, be 

He next came to conſider the queſtion of the amendment. And 
frft, it was neceflary to enquire whether the Addreſs 
wanted explanation? and ſecondly, whether it was neceſ- 
fary, in addition to the declaration which it contained, to 
tome to ſome preciſe expreſſion of the ſenſe of the houſe as 
to the neceſſity and wiſdom of a negociation, whatever might 
be the form of the government of France? The right ho- 
nourable gentleman ſaid, that they ſhould be left open to ne- 


goeiate, but not be obliged to it. Upon that he would en- 
quirr, whether there did exiſt at this moment a form . 
vernment in France, that in the opinion of his Majeſty's 
miniſters made it wiſe, fit, and practicable for them to treat? 


That was the queſtion. Was it not the intention of gentle- 
men, that with fuch a government they ſhould treat? Laſt 
year, when his honourable friend made a motion for a paciti- 
cation, the honourable gentleman” objected to it as being a 

ical declaration for treating, and he moved an amend- 
ment, which he called à conditional declaration, that we 
were diſpoſed to treat, whenever there was a form of govern- 


ment in France capable of maintaining the nnn. 
| | ' 
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lations of peuce and amity with other countries. That time 
was come. His Majeſty's Meſſage expreſsly declared that 
they were come to ſuch a form of government. Nay, a 
more preciſe term was uſed than in the amendment of laſt 
year, for, inſtead of other countries, the Meſſage expreſsly 
tated Great Britain. Then if they were to come to that 
ſtate, why not declare, (ſaid Mr. Fox,) that you will treat 
with them? Why not act upon your own declaration? 
not be ſteady to the principle which you have pronoun 
and declare that you will treat ?” Since that declaration was 
made in the month of June laſt, there was not a ſtateſman 
in Europe, except his Majeſty's miniſters, who did not be- 
lieve that Fraace was in a ſtate capable of maintaining the 
relations of peace and amity with other countries. Their 
conduct (o neutral powers had demonſtrated the fact. Pruſſia 
had acted upon the demonſtration, and had concluded a peace 
accordingly, It was evident to all the world then, except to 
the King's miniſters 3 and if they had been ſincere in the de- 
claration that they made in the month of June laſt, it would 
have been manifeſt to them alſo, and they would have acted 
upon it, With this glaring fact before their eyes, would the 
houſe again leave it in their power to juggle with words, and 
to tina their own declarations? Would they not think it 
neceſſary in prudence to bind them down to a ſpecific: act 
upon their own words? It they did not, What poſmible con- 
Adence could they have in the preſent declaration more than 
in the paſt? They might ſay, it was true that at the time 
of making ſuch declaration there appeared to be a diſpoſitioa 
in France to treat; but-circuinſtances had changed, and there 
was not the ſame difpolition. They might affect. to ſee cips 
cumſtances unknown or totally diſregarded by the reft of 
Europe, aud might ſay that they were not bound bg the | 
ſent declaration, and. that the houſe had coe to -nb opinion 
which made it necellary for them to treat; ſuch had been the 
reſult of their former conduct. The right honourable gentle- 
man had perſuaded the houſe to leave them open, and they 
had neglected the time upon which other ſtateſmen, and other 
cabinets, had wiſely ſeized, and happily improved. If the 
houſe de ſiced, therefore, that the blemngs of peace thould be 
reltored to this country, they. muſt take care that the preſent 
addre(s ſhould be preciſe and articulate. If it was not eleat 
and intelligible, it was fit that it ſhould be amended, and the 
experience of laſt year ſhould-convince them that no loop. 
hole ſhould” be let, no latitude given, to that diſpoſition to 
equivocate, which they had ſo much reaſon to lament. | 
Vox. II. 1795. 3B Speaking 
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Speaking of France, the right honourable gentleman had ſaid, 
that the preſent was a fit government with, which to treat; 
and he accuſed his honourable friend (Mr. Grey) of having 
made a {lip of the tongue, when he ſaid that by a Gngular ſtate 
of things they wight be ſaid to be attacking. the French 
conſtitution which miniſters were deſending. It was no flip 
of the tongue; nor was there any thing wrong in the rea- 
ſoning. His honourable friend never otherways had defended 
the former conſtitutions of France as being good govern - 
ments for the people of that country, but good in relation 
to others. He and every gentleman around him had con- 
tended, not that the conſtitutions of France were wel! framed 
for the happineſs of the people of that country, but that they 
were ſufficient for all the purpoſes of good neighbourhood, 
and of obſerving peace and amity with others. The, never 
attempted to defend the government of Robeſpierre. The 
right honourable gentleman would not do him the injuſtice 
to impute to him an approbation-of that deteſtable monſter. 
He had always faid that every one of the ſucceſſive govern- 
ments of France had ſhewn a diſpoſition and capacity for 
maintaining their treaties with foreign nations, He was of 
the ſame opinion ſtill; and if — one man ſhould riſe in his 
place, and aſſert that he ſaw good reaſon to believe that the 
preſent government of France was more capable than any 
of its predeceſſors to maintain thoſe relations, he muſt only 
ſay that he ſhould very much doubt either of his ſincerity. or 
his judgment. It had been a darling expreſſion to call the 
ſtate of France for three yeats paſt à ſtate of anarchy. It 
would have been a more correct deſcription to call it a-ſtate 
of tyranny, intolerable beyond that of any perhaps that ever 
was experienced in the hiſtory of man. To ſay that he re- 
joiced in the probability of its termination was, he hoped, 
unneceſſary. He certainly rejoiced in ic as much as he did 
in the fall of the tyranny of Bourbon. Was that tyranny, 
however, capable of maintaining terms with foreign powers! 
Moſt certainly it was. And iſ that aſſertion ſhould be denied, 
he called upon gentlemen to produce a ſingle inſtance in 
which they had agony ſrom the ſtrict performance of 45 
engagements ; à ſungle inſtance in which any one of the ad- 
verſe parties that tore one another in pieces, and in their deſ- 
pic able and horrid conflicts tore alla the boſom of their county, 
ever violated the engagements they had made out of France. 
Did not the Briſſotine party maintain the treaties of their 
predeceſſors? Did not the execrable tyrant Robeſpierre him 
ſelf obſerve with equal fidelity the treaties. made hy Brillot ? 


Were 
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in the external ſyſtem which had been adopted? It had been 
remarked' with truth, that no one time in the French revo- 
lution had been marked by a more ſacred regard to the neu- 
trality of foreigh powers, than the reign of that execrable 
tyrant Robeſpierre; and it would not be denied, but that 
treaties had been made with tyrants as execrable; and con- 
ſidering what fort of treaties miniſters had made, with whom 
they had made them, and what acts of baſe and abandoned 
tyranny they had not diſcountenanced, it was not worthy the 
menly character of the Britiſh nation to abet them in their 
reſiſtance to a treaty with France. | p | 
— — thus ſhewn, what in his mind, he felt to be the 
futility © 
treaty, Mr. Fox came to their next 2 that France was 
at this time in the greateſt poſſible diſtreſs. Granted. Was 


that a reaſon for treating at preſent? Was it becauſe this ve 


ſtable government was on the point of annihilation, that ĩt was 
capable of maifitaining the relations with foreign powers? 
The abſurdity was too groſs for argument. If their diſtreſs 
was reaſon for treating with them, had they not this diſtrets 
a twelvemonth ago ? Let them remember the ſpeeches of the 
right honourable gentleman and his noble friend on the ſtate 

their aſſignats, when they ſaid that their depreciation was 
at the rate of 80 per cem. Aye, but they had not come to 
ſufficient diſtreſs to be ſolicitous of peace, aud qt ſcems they 
were by this time come to that diſpoſition. And what was 
of more conſequence, it ſeemed that they had at preſent a 
conftitution, which was quite fit for all the purpoſes of nego- 
tiation, It miniſters depended upon this ſlender thread, our 
ſecurity was flight Indeed. He was not about to praiſe ot to 


cenſure their A er that he owned could be eſti- 


mated only by experience. But whether. it was good, bad, 
or indifferent, d not ſignify a farthing to the preſem argy- 
ment. It was bot their enquiry, Whether it was caloulated 
to give happineſs to the people of France, it was none 
of their concern ; it was not witlt the conſſitution, gut 
with the government of France, that they bad to dg. 
That government they had before, and had, he would ENFUrE 
to ſay, in as perſedi a ſhape as they had at preſent. Nay, if 
they could truſt to an aſſertion that had been made, in th 
houſe but yery lately, had it mare perfectly, ſince. jt was ald, 
that ſome of their generals had violated the treaty. that fag 
deen made with Pruſha. | What was the enn to, he 
put upon that conduct? That the government, the only one 
3 B 2 : under 


ly ſteady in their perſeveragice 


all objection to treat on account of the inſecurity gf 
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under which the ſlighteſt violation of treaty. had been known 


ſince. the revolution, was,alfo the only one with which it was 
proper. to treat. ¶ I was whiſpered acreſi the hriuſes that the 
violation alluded to happened before the 1 of the pre- 
ent government.] Before] ſaid Mr Fox: it was expreſsly 
ſtated as an argument by the other ſide of the houſe, that day 
ſev'nnight; that it was totally without foundation he believed; 
he certainly never had heard it except in that houſe upon that 
occaſion. But, oh, they were to have perfect confidence in 
theſe identical men, becauſe France had two houſes of legiſla- 
ture inſtead of one. Their nature was to be changed, their 
inſincerity to be corrected, and every objection: to be at an 
end, becauſe France had at this time two houſes inſtead. of 
one]! There was fomething ſo extremely whimſical, and ſo 
unworthy of ſtateſmen, in that mode of reaſoning, that he 
would not ſtop to reply to it. He did not mean to criticitc 
the preſent French conſtitution; he certainly thought it better 
planned than any of the preceding; but he would not truſt 
to it with greater confidence than to any of its forerunners, 
The origin of the war was the topic that next preſented 
itſelf, in which he would not ceaſe to ſay, that miniſters were 
the aggreſſors. It was their eternal an{wer to that charge, 
that France had declared the war. Their inceſſant recut- 
rence to that feeble ſubterfuge proceeded from à conſcious 
qualm that the accuſation was well founded. In his opinion, 
even in a caſe of actual inſult, it was the duty of ſtateſmen 
to attempt to procure redrefs by negociation before they re- 
curred to the, argument of war. Had ' miniſters taken that 


courſe? The pretexts were, that the French had threatened 


to deprive our allies,” the Dutch, of the free navigation of the 
12 and that they had made a declaration threatening all 
the world with the dangers of fraternity, Grant that theſe 
were legitimate grounds upon which it was the duty of this 
country to demand fatisfaQtion, was it not the duty of mini- 
Hers to negociate' for that ſatisfaction? The French had 2 
miniſter at our court. Why did they not exprels to that 
miniſter the terms tpoh which they would continue their 
*anity ? In every cntreſpohdence of the fort Tr was incumbent 
on both parties to ſtate explicitly what they defired to be done, 
and what'they would do in return. Let gentlemen look at 
the corre ſpondehce which had been publiſtied,, and they would 
tee thit there was, 50 declaration on the part of miniſters 
2 „ hatſterms they were difpoſed to continue their amity. 
Gtant cven to government their demand, That the French 
were the aggreſlors, and that the war was merely l 
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war z then it was the nature of a defenſive war that it ſhould 
de purſued on the motives of defence,” and that every moment 
ſhould be ſeized upon when it might be poſſible to obtain the 
ſecurity for Which it was undertaken. He appealed to the 
- houſe and to the country if this had been their conduct ? He 
demanded whether, after the defeat of Dumourier, when 
Belgium was recdvered, and when French Flanders was over- 
run, a upon the terms of ſecurity, and upon ſuch terms 
as we had not at this time either reafon or right to expect, 
might not have been obtained? If the war had been really 
detenfive, if it had been undertaken only to reſiſt encroach- 
ments, terms ought" then to have been offered upon 
which we might have procured reparation, ſecurity and 
indemnity. Terms were offered by the French : Marat was 
"ſent here commiſſioned to offer terms. But they were denied, 
Upon what principle? Not becauſe we were fighting about 
a limit, about a boundary; but for that ſecurity which could 
only be obtained by the deſtruction of their government. He 
would not ſay that it was expreſsly ſtated that the ancient 
monarchy” ſhould be reinſtated,” though, by the bye, lord 
Hood, in his declaration at Toulon, had impreſſed that opinion 
upon every part of France; but both then, and at every 
period ſince, it had been the avowed object of miniſters in the 
war, to deſtroy the Jacobin government. Was the Jacobin 
government deſtroyed? Was the government founded on the 
Rights of Man at an end? Had the declaration of the 19th of 
November, 1792, been any other ways abandoned than it had 
deen two years ago? Why had they not then treated before ? 
Becauſe they had objected to treat exprefsly with any govern- 
ment founded on the Rights of Man. He would not fay that 
the right honourable gentleman had gone the length of aſſert- 
ing that it would be a bellum ad internecionem; he had ſaid 
there might be à caſe of extremity, but he introduced a 
quotation 'which'had this uſe, that it left an impreſſion of his 
meaning on the memory, and the words were not liable to 
miſconſtruction. His quotation was—— ' | y 
— quæ plyrima virtus 
fuit, Toto cectatum eſt corpore regul.“ 


L 1 a : 


Such was the right honourable gentleman's declaration - 
But we were at length come to à government, when we 
might ſurrender all our former aſſertions, and ſafely treat for 
peace. Had we then obtained the objects of the war? The 
firſt was our obligation to defend our ally, the States Ge- 

Neri e y ent at 29 11 neral. 
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neral. He had always lamented the fate of that unhappy 
xople. "They were entangled in a fituation, from which, 
Cheek were conquerors, the could not eſcape ; whoever 
rained, their ruin was inevitable. Had we f(aved our ally ? 
Pas the boaſt that we had taken the 27 of Good Hope. 
Good God, was this ſafety for Holland! We had abandoned 
their poſſeſſions in Europe to France, while we had marked 
out their dependencies in the Eaſt for our ſhare of the plun- 
der. Our protection was like that of our allies toward Po- 
land; we divided it for its ſafety; and jt was an 9 3 
for having abandoned all its European poſleſhons to France, 
that we had ſeized, or were about to ſeize, on all its Aſiatic 
territories for ourſelves. He could not help again digreſſin 
to one of the attacks which had been made upon Pimfel 
What (it had been faid) would you be fo daſtardly as to ne- 
, for a peace with France, and leave Holland in their 
ands?“ Even from this attack he was delivered, miniſters 
had agreed to become the daftards, and to treat with . 
France, poſſeſſed of Holland, This they muſt acknowledge, or 
agree with him that thete was nothing daſtardly in the pro- 
poſition laſt year. He wiſhed to God it were as probable 
now as it was then, that it might be recovered by negoci- 
ation. He till truſted it would be ſo. There were other 
reaſons that, at this time, induced them to negociate for 
peace. The domeſtic tate of this country was changed. He 
could not avoid remarking how the arguments varied. If 
they were ſpeaking upon the ſeditious | ills, and he ſhould 
affert that there were no excefles in the l at called 


for ſuch unconſtitutional reſtraints, be ſhould inſtantly have 
a ſer of pamphlets and hand- bills produced, and bear them. 
read to prove that Great Britain was almoſt in a ſtate. of re- 
bellion ; but if he ſhould demand why the preſent, was a more 
fit time than anyſother to negociate for peace, he ſhould be in- 
ftantly anſwere becauſe we were happily, ſafe, at home 
ainſt all danger of ſacobin principles, it he ſhould lay 
at by the increaſe of our debt, by the daily growing loa 
of national burthens, there was much diſcontent in the coun- 


_ try, it would be anſwered; no ſuch thing, the example of 


France has checked every ſymptom of dilcontent wich the 
preſent, order of things. They why paſs the abominable 
Bills? Why it 1 on the other ſide be anſwered, ber 
cauſe there was ſomething ſo perverſe and obſtimate in the ſe- 
aͤrtious wultitude, that nothing but depriving us of dur con- 


Fitätion could niake ds fale, In this way did they reaſon 
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Each meaſure had its own. ſtyle of argument; and it was 
thought neceſſary to inſult the undefſtanding, as well as to 
impoſe chains upon the, perſon. We had failed then in 
Holland; and we had failed at home. What had we done 
for the reſt. of Europe? What for Pruſſia, Spain, and 
Auſtria ? What had been the fate of the war in ? 
His honourable friend bad ſpoken generally of our diſaſters, 
with the exception of our naval exploits. right honour- 
able gentleman, wich that pecaliar caſt of candour which be- 
longed to himſelf alone, had thrown out an inſinuation that 
his honourable friend had forgot the atchievements of his. il- 
luſtrious father. What fortunate impreſſion his candid ſneer 
had made upon the Houſe, he would not enquire. , His ho- 
nourable friend had ſpoken generally of the diſaſters of the 
war, without thinking it neceſſary to enumerate the particu- 
lar inſtances in which, under the conduct of great and | 
officers, even the rower os miniſters had not deprived. the 
Britiſh arms of glory. at great advantages, however, 
had we obtained in the Weſt-Indies, except the glory of Sir 
Charles Grey's atchievements ? Would any man fay that the 
manner of the loſs of Guadaloupe and St. Lucie did not make 
us lament their previous conqueſt ? Again therefore be aſ- 
ſerted that the war had been diſaſtrous, inaſmuch as we had 
tailed in every object. We had loſt Holland, which was one 
object of the war: and we had ſetfled and imprinted diſcon- 
tent on the minds of the people of England, not merely by 
the calamities ariſing from the war, but from the meaſures we 
had taken, and were yet taking, to ftifle that diſcontent. 
Peace however was ſaid to be near; perhaps he thought it 
was near, but he did not think ſo on account of the meſſage 
from the throne. ' He thought fo becauſe miniſters felt the 
ſenſe of the country to be declared againſt the war; becauſe, 
however they might affect to miſrepteſent the feeling of the 
country in their ſpeeches, they felt in their hearts, and there 
was not one man in the kingdom, the race of money-+johbers,. 
contractors and intereſted perſons only excepted, who was not 
ſick of the war, as well as of the miſerable pretexts ſor carry- 
ing it on. He thought, therefere, that to fix mimiſters to = 
point, they ſhould adopt the amendment. It was a vulgar 
opinion, and the moſt vulzar of. opinions, that it was con- 
itantly difadvantageous for a power at war to be the firſt toof- 
fer terms of peace. Nothing could be more untrue ;_ the ex- 
perience of hiſtory proved the reverſe. It was frequently an 
advantage to the e ; and he would venture to ſay, that 

they were to offer peace upon juſt and reaſonable terms, it 


would 
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would not be in the power of the Directory, nor the Houſe of 
Ancients, nor the two Houſes joined, to refuſe thoſe terms. 
The people would force them to agree to them. 
The honourable gentlemen had not thought it neceſſary to 
open his motion for the Addreſs with any expoſition of the. 
reaſons why the meſſage had been brought down at this very 
remarkable conjuncture. The ſpeech from. the Throne was 
made on the 2gth of October, and then no fuch intimation was 
_ ; but the right honourable g-ntleman had ſaid, that a 
eclaration tantamount to the preſent was made in the King's 
Speech, and that the people from that ſpeech would have been 


_ juſtified in expecting the preſent meſſage. They muſt judge 


of the impreſſion by the effects. The ſpeech from the Throne 
had produced no ſenſation on the funds. What had the meſſage 
produced? A riſe in the funds that day of 5 or 6 per cent 
He came therefore now to a material part of the preſent en- 
quiry. Why had not the right honourable gentleman made 
known the ſubſtance of this meſſage before, or at leaſt why 
not ſtate his reaſons in juſtification of doing it at this moſt 
ſuſpicious moment ? It had been the good practice till his time 
of cloſing the Loan only the day before it was opened to Par- 
liament. If the right honourable gentleman had made his 
Loan in that way, he muſt acknowledge that, with the terms 
of this meſſage in his pocket, he ought to have made terms 
materially different. If he had this meſſage in his mind, and 
felt himſelf bound not to make an open Loan, in what predi- 
cament did he ſtand? Meflrs. Boyd and Co, very handſomely 
left it to him to propoſe the terms; then, with the knowledge 
of this intention, ought he not to have made a bargain upon 
the ground of the impreſſion which this meſſage was calcu- 
lated to make ? Were the circumſtances of the country ſuch, 
that he was bound to make the bargain a week before he 
opened it? Perhaps the ſuſpicion was well founded, that his ſe- 
cret contract with the gentleman, onaccount of bills coming due 
on the 10th of December, was that the bargain ſhould be made 
before that day? He called upon every gentlemen, however, who 
heard him to ſay, if he could believe it poſſible that any change 
could have happened ſo material as to juſtify the concealment 
of this intimation until after he had made his bargain, and then 
to bring it forth to ſwell the bonus to ſuch a height; or, that, 
it any Circumſtance had ariſen to juſtify the concealment then, 
and the intimation at this time, to Ey why the honourable 
gentleman ſhould not be called upon to ſtate them. A Joſs 
had been ſuffered by the public of not leſs, on the meaneſt com- 
putation, than $0,000. This had been put into the PRs 
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of perſons who talked loudly of their independence, and of 
the diſintereſted ſupport that they gave to miniſters. It was 
not his practice to impute any thing perſonally corrupt to the 
right honourable gentleman, and he did not impute to him 
any thing of the kind then; he did however think that, in de- 
cency and in duty, in regard to himſelf as well as to the coun- 
try, he was called upon to explain this extraordinary tranſ- 
Jon. It was a direct robbery upon the public of 5 or 6 per 
cent. upon the whole Loan, if witn the knowledge of his inten- 
tions he made his bargain without a public declaration of the 
change that had taken place; and he muſt prove that he did 
not know of this change but a- week before he declared it. 
The change, however, was now announced. He truſted the 
declaration would not have the fate of former declarations. 
He ſhould rejoice in the day of peace, come when it would. 
When it did come, he ſhould certainly be thankful ; but he 
ſhould not forget the origin of the war, nor its conduct. He 
truſted that with the return of peace we ſhould alſo have a 
return of the conſtitution. He ſhould truly rejoice, if, with 
the bleſſings of peace, we were alſo to have the next deſirable 
bleſſing, that of freedom, of which we were about to be de- 
prived. With regard to ſome perſons in the cabinet, with 
whom he had long been in the habits of agreement and friend- 
ſhip, he knew not what effect peace was to produce upon them. 
They had differed upon the principles of the preſent war. If 
peace ſhould put an end to the differences between them, and 
more particularly to their former habits of thinking and acting, 
he ſhould undoubtedly fee the day with peculiar ſenſibility. 
He owned, however, that he had very little expectation of 
ſuch anfevent. He was not ſo ſanguine as to look for ſuch 
a return, However that might be, he. ſhould ill diſcharge 
his duty to his country, if he did not ſteadily reſolve to do 
his utmoſt to bring miniſters to a ſtrict account for all the 
calamities that this war had engendered. : 
Mr. Se.retary Dundas began with obſerving that, the right 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Fox) had, with much warmth, aſſerted, his 
right of giving bis opinion freely upon the conduct of admini- 
{tration through the whole courſe of the war. He was very 
far from deſiring to queſtion the right of that gentleman, or 
of any other member in the Houſe, to inveſtigate the meaſures 
of miniſters, and to cenſure them, if they appeared deſetving 
of blame; on the other hand, however, miniſters had an 
equal right to reply to thoſe attacks, to point out any miſtate- 
ment of facts, or any fallacy of reaſoning which their oppo- 
nents might adopt. It was with that view that he roſe to make 
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© a few obſervations upon the ſpeech of the right hon. gentleman 
who Had juſt ſat down. He could not avoid remarking, that 
the gentlemen on the other fide, who appeared ſuch ſtrenuous 
advocates for peace at every part of the war, without any 
regard to the circumſtances, ſhould all of a ſudden, when, 
froin his Majeſty's meſſage, there appeared ſtrong grounds to 
hope for the attaſnment of that bleſſing, turn ſhort round, and 
throw every obſtacle in their power in the way of it. Did 
gentlemen ſuppoſe that any human being could give them 
© credit for their profeſſions of anxiety for a peace, when they 
+ propoſed an amendment to the addreſs, which they were aware 
- muſt be againſt the ſenſe of the majority of the Houſe, becauſe 
they contrived to introduce into their amendment, principles 
which they knew had been repeatedly and ſolemnly diſavowed 
- by that majority? Was then that amendment calculated to 
c accelerate the bleſſings of peace? Or was it intended to ſerve 
the purpoſes of a party? In that point of view he, and he 
believed every impartial man in the country, muſt conſider it. 
It was very far from his intention to go over the ſame line of 
arguments which had been ſo ably enforced by his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Pitt,) becauſe, in fo doing, he ſhould only diſguſt 
the Houſe, and injure” the cauſe he meant to ſupport. He 
ould only, therefore, proceed to obſerve upon ſome points 
in which he conceived his right hon. friend had been unfairly 
- miſrepreſented. The right hon; gentleman who ſpoke laſt 
[Mr. Fox) had entered into a long argument, to prove that 
there was no diſgrace or impropriety in being the firſt to pro- 
| poſe terms of peace, and had ſhaped. it ſo as to make it appear 
as an anſwer to ſomething that had fallen from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. He appealed to the recollection of the 
Houſe whether any thing had fallen from his right hon. friend 
at all tending to prove, that it was contrary to the intereſt or 
the honour of a country to make the firſt adyances towards a 
peace. Indeed, there were ſo many indirect and. collateral 
means of ſounding each other's intention, that it was frequent!7 
difficult to diſcover which party firſt made the offer; that was 
not however, the object of his hon. friend's argument; he bad 
only contended againſt the injuſtice of putting the executive 
power to the neceſſity of making a peace, and at the ſame time 
making miniſters reſponſible for the terms. If miniſters were 
tied down by the authoritative injunctionof parliament to make 
a peace, with what ſucceſs could they treat ? They mult ſay to 
grant the enemy, We wiſh to negociate, and we hope you wil 
us favourable terms; but whether you do or not, we mu 


make ſome peace or other. What terms the enemy cory 
: gra 
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grant, in a treaty commenced under ſuch circumſtances, he 
would leave to the Houle to determine. All that he contended- 
for, was that as miniſters were reſponſible to parliament, and to 
their country, for the advice they gave his mayeſty, their 
judgment and their actions ought to be left unſettered. If 
that argument were juſt, and he thought it impoſſible to con- 
trovert it, did it not apply ſtrongly againſt the preſent amend- 
ment, the neceſſary effect of Which would be to bind up the 
hands of the executive power, and to lay the country at the 
mercy of France ? | T7 "i 
There was one mode of — which the gentlemen on 
the other ſide uniformly made uſe of, which he had oſten com- 
plained of, and againſt which he now deſired moſt feriouſly to 
proteſt ; it was this; in the courſe of a debate they brought 
forward ſome miſrepreſentation, either of the arguments or 
of the intentions of adminiſtration, and having once intro- 
duced the miſrepreſentation, they never gave it up. It wasof 
no uſe to deny their aſſertions; it was of no ule to refute their 
arguments; in every ſucceeding debate, the charge was re- 
newed with as much boldneſs as if it had never been contra- 
dicted. One of theſe miſrepreſentations, he faid, was the 
charge which had been ſo uniformly advanced againit miniſters, 
that they commenced the war, and carried it on fur the purpoſe 
of reſtoring the ancient deſpotiſm of France. In vain had 
miniſters denied the charge, it was ſtill preſſed upon them; 
and even at this time, when miniſters thought the government 
of France were in a ſituation ſafely to be treated with, they 
were accuſed of having given up the grounds upon which they 
commenced the war, and of having totally changed their 
ſyſtem. As far as'related to himſelf, he had no objections to 
declare it as his opinion, that it would be. happier for France, 
and for Europe, if we had at preſent to treat with a monarchy 
inſtead of the preſent form of government: but did any one 
expreſſion ever fall from Miniſters, which conveyed an inten- 
tion of continuing the war until the monarchy of France was 
reſtored? There was no change of opinion, therefore; no di- 
reliction of their ſyſtem to be imputed to government. 
Another charge advanced with equal truth, and maintained 
with equal pertinacity, was, that miniſters, in objeCting to 
treat with France, had been governed, in that determination, 
merely by the form of government, which, at the time, pre- 
| vailed in France, without taking into conſidggation the general 
polture of affairs. Of the injuſtice of this accuſation he hoped 
to be able to convince'the Houſe in a few words. When the 
right honourable gentleman made his motion for peace laſt 
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year, were not the then exiſting ſtate of circumſtances a 
ſtronger reaſon againſt 2 a negociation than the 
form of government which then exiſted? What was the ſtate 
we were in at that period? The French were ſucceſsful on 
the Continent, and they became immediately poſſeſſed of all 
the coaſt. Whether that unhappy people might have done 
more in defence of their country, it was not then his intention 
to enquire; at leaſt, we had the ſatisfaction of being conſcious 
of having made every poſſible exertion to check the progreſs 
of the enemy, and to ſave our allies. In anſwer to part of 
the honourable gentleman's ſpeech, that the inſtant the French 
became poſſeſſed of Holland. he begged leave to fay, the idea 
occurred to him of getting poſſeſſion of the Cape of Good 
Hope. Whether government would, under any circum- 
ſtances, give up that valuable acquiſition, was a point upon 
which he ſhould not then give an opinion, except merely to 
ſay, that it would not be given up without an ample com- 
penſation. | 

To recur, however, to his argument, he appealed to the 
recollection of every gentleman, whether, at the time of which 
he was ſpeaking, the whole country was not ina ſtate of alarm, 
becauſe the circumſtances which were expected to reſult from 
the French becoming poſſeſſed of the wealth, the reſources, 
the navy, and the ports of Holland, were ſerious indeed? 
They were not at that time debating, as they were then, 
whether it would not be expedient to decreaſe the number of 
our forces? No, all was apprehenſion ; the whole eaſtern 
coaſt of the kingdom was in a ſtate of panic, He thanked 
God moſt ſolemnly, that there did exiſt ſuch a panic, becauſe 
the reſult of it was, that increaſe of our navy, which had 
placed us above the reach of danger. When he uſed the 
word panic, he did not mean a cowardly panic, the reſult of 
which was deſpair and abject ſubmiſlion, but that alarm which 
a great vation might feel, and which produced great and 
powerful exertions,. and was totally the reverſe of that panic 
which unfertunately prevailed throughout Holland. But was 
that the time, were theſe the circumſtances, under which it 
would have been prudent or politic to have negociated for 
peace? Or was there any kind of compariſon between our 
ſituation then and at preſent? At that time, from the 5 
ſucceſs of the French arms, their republic ſeemed not only to 
be indivilible, but invincible. Had we made peace then even 
if we had obtained tolerable terms, at all events France would 
have retained her power; and, what was perhaps ſtill worle, 


they would have retained the pride, with which their 58er. 
| 5 inſpire 
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inſpired them. Were the Auſtrians at that time as ſucceſs- 
ful as they have ſince been in repelling the enemy? Had 
Manheim ſurrendered, with a garriſon of ten thouſand men ? 
The object of Great Britain was not entirely to effect any 
particular form of goverament in France, but ſo to reduce 
their power, as to give, at Jeaſt, a fair probability that any 
peare we might make thould be permanent. Arid had they 
not ſucceeded in their attempt, would it be contended that 
the power of France was, in any degree, in the ſame ſtate as 
it was at the period to which he alluded ? 

The word diſgrace had been applied to our operations, 
That we had failed in ſome of our objefts, and been unfortu- 
nate in ſome few inſtances, he was ready to admit; but that 
the individuals employed, or the nation had ſuffered any thing 
like diſgrace, was a propofition which he utterly denied. And 
he would venture to aflert, without the hazard of contradic- 
tion, that, taking into conſideration the objects for which we 
had contended, and the nature of the enemy with whom we 
had to contend, upon the whole, this had been a moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful war. The three objects which any ſtateſman, at the 
commencement of a war, would wiſh us to attain, viz. Mar- 
rinique, Cape Nicholas Mole, and the Cape of Good Hope, 
were every one in our poſſeſſion. Added to this, we had ac- 
compliſhed what we had never been able to effect in any 
former war: we had ſucceeded in deſtroying the commerce 
of our rival, and in ruining their marine, 

The right honourable gentleman had contended, that, from 
the diſtreſſed ſtate in which the French were laſt year, they 
muſt have been anxious for peace. So far from that aſſertion 
being true, he would maintain, that this was the very firſt 
moment, during the whole courſe of the war, in which the 
enemy had ſhewn any ſymptoms of a deſire for peace. As a 
proof of this, he referred to the uniform language held by 
the Convention. He deſired the Houle to remember the de- 
. Clarations of the government of France, when they made 
peace with Pruſſia, The principal motive they aſſigned for 
making peace with that monarch was, that they might turn 
their whole force towards England, and with better effect 
endeavour its deſtruction, The Houſe muſt remember their 
declaration, that the New Carthage on the Banks of the 
Thames muſt be overturned. This was not the language 
of the Convention alone; it was heard with tranſport by a 
majority of the French nation. Nay, ſo general was the per- 
ſuation that the object would be accompliſhed, that their 
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ſoldiers and ſailors had filled their pockets, in imagination, with 
the wealth of London. | f | 

Another argument advanced es right honourable gentle - 
man was the circumſtance of France having declared war 
again{t us, which he had maintained. was no proof that they 
were the aggreſſors; and that, on the contrary, we had pro- 
voked the war. He was ready to admit, that it might happen 
that the party who firſt declared war were not the aggreſſors; 
but was that true with reſpect to the preſent war? Had they 
not, for ſome months previous to the declaration of war, been 
guilty of the moſt unprovoked aggreſſion, from the time of the 
retreat of the Duke of Brunſwick, and the embaſſies from 
this country? They hardly attempted to conceal their, boſtile 
views againſt the conſtitution of England. It was faid, we 
might negotiate. We did negotiate. And what was the re- 
ſult ? How did they explain this famous decree of the 19th of 
November? They would not interfere in the internal concern 
of any other country, unleſs the general ſenſe of the people 
was againſt their government, and they were invited, by the 
majority, to give their aſſiſtance, Who were to be the judges 
of this general will? The French! This was all that could 
be obtained by negotiation, | a 

There were but two points more upon which he ſhould 
trouble the Houſe. Gentlemen appeared to him to talk of a 
peace with too much certainty of its being at hand. The 
mellage did not hold out an immediate promiſe of peace; it 
only ſaid, that we were ready to negotiate upon fair and ho- 
nourable terms. He thought it neceſſary to ſay thus much, 
in order that he might not be acculed of an attempt to delude 
the Houſe and the country, if unfortunately they ſhould not be 
able to attain the object they all wiſhed. 

The only other point of the right honourable gentleman's 
ſpecch, upon which he wiſhed to obſerve, was, an aflertion that 
miniſters repreſented the danger ariſing from ſeditious ſocieties 
here, to be greater or leſs, juſt as it ſuited their argument. He 
had no objection to contels, that he thought the — leſs at 

reſent than at the latter end of the year 1792. And why?! 
Not becauſe they had renounced their principles; not becauſe 
they had r numbers; but becauſe the people had 
recovered from the infatuation under which they laboured 
with reſpect to French doctrines; becauſe the people were 
at this time more upon their guard againſt the machinations 
of the difaffeted ; and becauſe government had oppoſed bul- 
warks againſt any further attempts they might make, = 
u 
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But to conclude :(Mr. Dundas ſaid ; )if hon. gentlemen do not 
think his Majeſty's miniſters ſincere in the declaration contain - 
ed in the meſſages, I give a flatcontradiction to ſuch an idea. I 
hope they will de able to bring the countty happily out of the 
war, and extricate it from its foreign as well as domeſtic foes 
but the negotiation for a peace muſt be left to the exzcutive 
government to chooſe the when, the where, and the how; 
they muſt not be told they have a double reſponſibility placed 
on them, and yet be ſhackled, according to the terms of the 
amendment. The country muſt not rely too much on its 
being brought to a ſpeedy ĩſſue; that depends much on the ene- 
my. If the funds have riſen this day in the proportion ſtated, 
I know nothing of it, nor am I the operator to influence them. 
If the country was now more ſecure againſt ſedition and ac- 
tual danger, it was not from a more temperate ſpirit in the 
ſedltionifts, but becauſe they had been better guarded againſt; 
and that the different volunteer corps had checked their views. 
I have only one more obſervation to make. His Majeſty's 
meſſage could not have come at fo proper a period as after 
the ſupplies had been granted for carrying on the war an- 
other year.” We have now proved to our enemies we were 
prepared for either alternative. With regard to any knowledge 
which his Majeſty's miniſters had of the propoſed meſſage, he 
could aſſure the Houſe, it as not in their contemplation when 
the loan was agreed on. | | 
General Smith remarked, that miniſters had no reaſon to 
plume themſelves upon the preſent ſituation of the Auſtrians ; 
| becauſe, compared with that in which they were at the time 
the laſt motion for peace was made, it was infinitely worſe. 
They then had poſſeſſion of Luxembourg; at preſent they 
had no one fortreſs on the left of the Rhine,” He had origi- 
nally ſupported the war; but, when miniſters diſcovered their 
| with want of capacity to eonduct it, and allo that they were 
equally ignorant of their own objects, he thought it neceſſary 
to vote for a ſpeedy negotiation tor peace, | 
Mr. Sheridan explained a part of his ſpeech, which had he 
ſyd, been miſrepreſented by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
The object of his amendment was to prevent miniſters, of 
whoſe ſincerity he had many doubts, from making any poſ- 
ſible change in the internal ſituation of France an excuſe for 
breaking off a negotiation. In anſwer to the invidious reflec- 
tion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, addreſſed to his ho- 
nourable friend (Mr. Grey), That the ſon had appeared to 
forget the ſervices of the father, (Sir C. Grey)“ he remark- 
ed, that miniſters had completely forgotten them, as that 
meri- 
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meritorious officer was literally the only one entruſted with 
an important command, who had received no mark of favour 
from his Majeſty's government, | 

Mr. Sheridan's amendment was negatived without a divi- 
ſion. | 


The original Addreſs was then carried.--- Adjourned. 
| , ; | — —— : 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thurſday, Dicember 10, 


PETITION. 


The Duke of Bedford preſented a petition from the nobility, 
clergy, freeholders, and inhabitants of the county of Bedford, 
againſt the bill for the better ſecurity of his Majeſty's perſon, 
and for the preventing of ſeditious aſſemblies; which being 
read, he moved that it might lie on the table. 

The Earl of Offory thought it neceſſary to ſay a few words 
with reſpect to the petition, it being very different from the one 
which he ſaid he ſhould have the honour of preſenting to the 
houſe the next day, and which would really be what that 

urported to be, the ſenſe of the meeting of the county of 

Bedford. To ſhew that he was warranted in this aſſertion, 
he read the advertiſement, ſigned by the high ſheriff, which 
called a meeting expreſsly of the nobility, gentry, clergy, and 
freeholders of the county. When they met in the hall, the 
Earl ſaid, a great number of perſons of another deſcription 
intruded, on which a difterence of opinion aroſe upon the 
queſtion, whether they ought to be admitted ; and, as they 
certainly formed a majority of the aſſembly, he the high ſherift, 
and a number of freeholders, withdrew from it, when the ad- 
dreſs, juſt preſented, was propoſed by the noble duke, and 
ſigned by the perſons preſent ; they might be inhabitants, but 
certainly inhabitants were not the deſcription of perſcns called 
together by the high ſheriff, _ 8 

The Duke of Beaford ſaid, he found it neceſſary to enter into 
ſome little detail reſpecting the meeting and petition, About 
the 20th of November, a requiſition, ſigned by ſeveral gentle- 
men of the county of Bedford, to which he ſaid, he added his 
name, was ſent to the high ſheriff, deſiring him to call a 
meeting of the nobility, gentry, frecholders, and inhabitants 
of that county, to addreſs his Majeſty on the late outrage on 
his perſon, to pray him to reſtore the bleſſings of peace, and 

do 
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to take into conſideration the two Bills pending in parliament, 
To this the high ſheriff returned him an, anſwer, that he 
ſhould alter ſome words in the requiſition, and then he would 
call a meeting on the gth of December; delaving it until that 
time that there might be full attendance. Could any man 
have ſuppoſed, that, by way of having fall attendance, the 
bigh ſheriff intended to exclude that deſcription of perſons 
who reſided near the ſpot, and were likely to be numerous ? 
yet ſuch omiſſion was certainly in his advertiſement, and ſuch, 
according to the noble Earl's explanation, was his intention. 
This advertiſement appeared but a day or two before the 
meeting, when it was too late for him to make any remon- 
ſtrance. He attended the meeting as well as the noble 
Earl, The high ſheriff opened the meeting with the mini- 
ſterial argument of miſrepreſentation by thoſe who were 
againſt the Bills, After the high ſheriff had concluded, he 
would have yielded the propoling the addreſs to his Majeſty 
to the noble Earl, if he would Have confined it to that ſubject 
alone; but he rather choſe to withdraw with his friends to 
an inn in the town, and their lordſhips were to underſtand a 
petition there drawn up, in a private room, ſpoke the ſenſe of 
the county more fully than the petition he had juſt preſent- 
ed, which was procured at a public meeting; and which, in 
ſo ſhort a ſpace of time, had been figned by upwards of two 
thouſand three hundred perſons |! 

The Harl of Offery defended the character of the high 
ſheriff, and wondered, from the induſtry that had been uſed, 
there had not been a much larger number of ſignatures than 
that which the noble Duke had ſtated it to contain. That 
the charge of miſrepreſentation was not ill founded, he begged 
leave to read a hand-bill, which, within eight and forty hours 
of the meeting, had been circulated with the utmoſt induſtry. 
[This bill, in the moſt forcible terms ſtated, the objections to 
the Bills which oppoſition have conſtantly uſed.] The Earl 
declared he could not ſay the noble Duke had any concern in 
this bill, although it bore his name; and ſome gentlemen, 
with whom he was connected, among them his grace's agent, 
were very active in its circulation, | 

The Duke of Bedford (aid, he knew nothing of the hand- bill 
produced by the noble Earl ; but, fo far was he from think- 
ing it a groſs miſrepreſentation, that, with the exception of 
one part, which related to the power of magiſtrates, he 
would fubſcribe his name to it. The production of the hand- 
dlil, however, led him to notice an advertiſement which had 
hnce appeared, ſigned by the noble Ea, among others, 
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wherein the above meeting was'termed a e, ee multitude. 
He might as well have followed the example of the grand cham- 
pion of their cauſe, and called it a ſtoiniſb multitude at once. 
He did not mean to pretend that the petition he had preſented 
was not ſigned by the inhabitants; and he ſaw no reaſon why, 
becauſe none but freeholders could vote for repreſentatives, all 
other perſons were to be ſuppoſed to have no rights whatever, 
So far was he from being of that opinion, that he would rathet 
have the ſentiments of an honeſt man, capable of judging, 
than of the richeſt merchant or contractor the kingdom could 
boaſt of. On ſome of their lordſhips calling out Hear ! hear / 
his grace ſaid, he would repeat it with the word rather, be- 
cauſe the one would ſpeak the honeſt dictates of his heart, 
while- the other would be influenced by his intereſted con- 
nexions. | 

Lord Grenville roſe, with much warmth, to defend the 
gentleman alluded to (Mr. Burke), and was ſurpriſed that 
ſuch an alluſion ſhould be made by the noble Duke to the 
words ſwiniſh multitude, which, he ſaid, was as infamous a 
miſrepreſentation as ever was made, and which the noble 
Duke would fee, if he peruſed the book : it might very well 
ſuit the purpoſes of Citizens Lee and Eaton, but it was be- 
neath his grace. His lordſhip then inſiſted that great miſ- 
repreſentations had been circulated with regard tœtheſe Bills, 
and doubted not but a majority, and a very large Oy of 
the people, who were capable of judging, were in favour of 
them. | 

The Duke of Bedlſerd inſiſted that the greateſt miſrepreſenta- 
tion had been on the part of miniſters. 

The Duke of Leeds declared, that, to his knowledge, a 
great alarm had been ſpread on the introduction of theſe 
Bills, and that many perſons in the country, who were averſe 
to them, had withdrawn their oppoſition, fearful of the con- 
tequences that might enſue. 

Earl Spencer thought the fair interpretation of the petition 
would be, that is was from part of the nobility, &c. of the 
county, and the inhabitants of the town of Bedford, in fact, 

that it was the petition of thoſe who had ſigned it. 

The Earl if Oſſry explained, that it had been ſent to other 
parts of the country for ſignatures. | 

The petition was then ordered to lie on the table. 


” 


MESSAGE-RESPECTING FOREIGN TROOPS. 


Lord Grenville moved the order of the day for taking his 
Majeſty's Meſſage into conlideration, reſpecting the Ong 
| {ys 0 
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of foreign troops, which being read, he moved an addreſs 
of thanks, | | 
De Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he did not riſe to oppoſe the 
addreſs. He roſe merely to require ſome explanation on 
what occaſioned the delay of thoſe troops, who ſhould have 
ſailed weeks before for the place of their deſtination. The 
expedition, which was fitted out at an immenſe expence, 
ſhould have failed in September ; but, from the ugpardonable 
delay, thoſe ſhocking calamitics had ariſen, which every 
noble lord muſt reflect on with horror. He had not proba- 
bly as good information on the ſubject as the noble Secretary 
of State, but what he had to alledge was grounded on the 
information of gentlemen of integrity and veracity. The 
men, Tecruited as they were, could not promiſe much hopes 
to the enterpriſe of miniſters, as a dyſentery raged amongſt 
them; many were ſwept. away with diſeaſe ; and thoſe who 
ſurvived were weak and ſickly. The conſiderable ſpace of 
time which the troops were kept encamped at Spike land, 
near the harbour of Cork, rendered the men fo extremely 
unhealthy, as to be unfit for ſervice ; and he thought blame 
was imputable in ſome quarter, in not having the expedition 
ready for fea at an earlier ſeaſon. 
Earl Spencer ſaid, that, before noble lords ventured to 
come forward with fuch unqualihed aflertions, from which 
they thought proper to deduce inferences of cenſure on mi- 
niſters, they ought to be more truly, and accurately informed 
of the ſtate of facts. With regard to the troops mentioned 
in the Meſſage and Addreis, he ſhou!d not ſo far forget his 
duty as to ſay any thing as to the place of their deſtination. 
He allowed that the troops on Spike Iſland had been in a bad 
ſtate of health, but were not ſo at preſent; they had, he ſaid, 
been ſome time ſince embarked on board the ſhips again, and 
had aQualily failed, and he had received letters from the 
captains of thoſe ſhips, aſſuring him they were better, and re- 
covering faſt to a ſtate of perfect health, As to the grand 
part of the expedition, it was intended to have ſailed by the 
middle of September, but it could not be got ready. It was 
however ready by the beginning of October, ſince that time 
the wind had been uniformly adverſe, and his Majeſty's 
miniſters certainly could not be accountable for the elements 
over which they no had controul. The eagerneſs of the 
naval commanders of this expedition had lately induced them 
to ſeize the firlt change of wind, without waiting to ſee how far 
the weather would ſettle, and unfortunately they had in a few 
hours aſter leaving port met with a dreadful ſtorm, in which 
302 they 
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they had received conſiderable damage, though not to the 
extent which had been giyen out to the public. He was happy 
however to aſture the houſe from his own. knowledge, that 
all thoſe damages had been repaired, and that the flcet ſailed 
the preceding day from Portſmouth to proceed on the expedi- 
tion, His lordſhip repeated what he had more than once de- 
clared, that from the moment of his entrence upon office, that 
he felt and acknowledged himſelf to be reſponſible for his con- 
duct as a member of the cabinet. | | | p 

The Earl of Lauderdale laid, he was glad to learn from 
the authority of the firſt lord of the atmiralty, that the 
damages nevertheleſs had been repaired, and that the fleet 
had ſailed: he did not fee any reafon why the fleet could 
not have been ready by the middle of September. It was 
well known when the expedition was planned, that it cught 
to ſail by that time, and as ſuch it ought to have been ready, 
When the father of the preſent miniſter held the ſame ſtation, 
he planned an expedition, and ſent word to the firſt lord of 
the acmirolty, that it muſt be ready, by ſucha time; and, on an 
anſwer coming that it could not be ready, he ſent word, that if it 
was not ready he would go down to the houſe and impeach 
the miniſter in whoſe department it lay, Certain it was that 
by the delays which had taken place, the expedition might as 
well not have been planned at all. | 

The queſtion was put on the addreſs which was agreed to 
unanimoufly, | 


HIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE RESPECTING PEACE, 

The order of the day having been read for taking into con- 

ſideration the meſſage received the preceding day from his 

majeſty, | 

ord Grenville ſaid he ſhould content himlelf with moving, 

„ That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty 
the thanks of the h oule for his moſt gracious meſſage— 

« To acknow!:e !ge, with the utmoſt gratitude and ſatisfaction, his Majeſty's 

condeſcen on and goodnefs in having been graciouſly pleaſed to acquaint us, that 


the criſis which was dependiug at the commencement of tie ſeſſion, has led to 
ſuch an order of things in France, as will induce h's Majeſty, conformab!y to 
the ſentiments he has already declared, to meet any diſpoſition ior negociation on 
the part of the enemy, with an earneſt deſire to give it the fulleſt and ſpedieſt effect, 
and to conclude a treaty of general peace whenever it can be effected on juſt and 
ſuitable terms for himſel and his allies. — 

% To afſure his Majeſty, that until that deſirable period ſnall arrive, it is our 
firm determinaticu to continue to afford his Majeſty that vigorous ſupport which 


we are perſuaded is eſſential to the moſt important intereſts of his kingdom, and 
that 


TO 
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that it will yield us the higheſt gratification if his Majeſty's powerful preparations 
and exertions, added to the recent and important ſucceſſes of the Auſtrian armiess 
and to the continued and growiyg embarraſſments of the enemy, ſhould have the 
happy effect of ſp*edily conducing to the reſtoration of general peace on ſuch 
grounds as the juſtice of the eauſe in which this country is engaged, and the 
fituation of affairs, may entitle his Majeſty to expect.“ 


The Marquis of Lanſdown declared it would have given 
him extreme pleaſure could he have brought his mind to give 
the moſt unqualified aſſent to the preſent addreſs, which, as far 
as he could judge from a curſory reading, he could not do con- 
ſiſtent with his duty. He did not mean to quibble on the 
mode of expreſſion uſed by his Majeſty's miniſters, but if 
they meant right, they would have. ayoided the looſe and 
equivocal manner in which, r towards the conclu- 
ſion of it, the addreſs was worded. He confeſſed his doubts 
of the fincerity of miniſters, but taking it for granted, that 
they were ſincere, there was a ume he muſt obſerve when that 
houſe required proof, and if their journals were read tity 
would find it, but the energy of parliament had been leſſen- 
ing, war after war, and was now become almoſt extinct. 
The great meaſure of peace had, been long completely upper- 
moſt in his mind, but he would at preſent refrain from any 
extraneous topic that did not apply to the queſtion before them. 
It was his firm belicf, and it was an opinion that he ſhould 
maintain to his lateſt days, that in the preſent war the enemy 
were not the aggreſiors. Since the days of Cardinal Albe- 
roni, a more romantic plan had not entered the mind of man, 
than that which actuated miniſters, with reſpect o the ſubju- 
gat.on of France, The ſubſequent conduct of miniſters he 
reprobated as operating to withdraw confidence from the 

1 


people. They had been repeatedly called upon to inſtit ute a 
Committee of Inquiry on various occaſions, but the ſolicita- 
tion was as often refuſed. If their lordſhips had recourſe to 
their journals, they would there find, that from the Revolu- 
tion, down to the period of the American war, ſuch inquiries 
were never refuſed. To denying theſe, he was firmly per- 
ſuaded, was to be attributed that total want of energy in Par- 
liament, which rendered the operations of government ſo com- 
pletely inert. Peace was the object neareſt his heart, as ne- 
ceſſary to the happineſs of the people, and the ſafety of the 
country, With reſpect to peace, it was a jewel which by 
all means he would have miniſters poſſeſs. If he was aſked 
how, and in what manner he would obtain it ?f—he would 
explain, by ſaying, if he had a ſervant who robbed him of a 
diamond, and if he caught him after the fact, if he was dis- 

| pied 
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poſed to get back his jewel, he would not enter into a previous 
diſcuſſion,” but ſay, “ give me my diamond, and I will afier- 
wards make terms,**—Yeace was the diamond he was anxious 
to recover, it was a diamond of ineſtimable value, and having 
once regained- jt, he ſhould be ſatisfied and contented. 
Whatever difiike he might be ſuppoſed to have for miniſters, 
he wiſhed to form a good opinion of their intentions, and to 
treat them with candour and fairneſs. In the preſent inſtance, 
he was at a Joſs to know what confidence to give them from * 
the equivocal terms of the meſſage, and the ſentiments con- 
tained in dhe addreſs. 

He owned le had his apprehenſions that miniſters meant to 
follow the example of Lord North in 1778, when, finding 
the war unpopular, and withing to carry certain meaſures, 
that noble Lord conceded a little to oppolition at firſt—he 
then came a ſtep nearer—afterwards he ſent out Lord Carliſle 
and Governor Johnſtone, who ſtood well with the Americans; 
and, on a doubt being expreſſed that they were in earneft, 
« Oh! (faid he) I have given them powers to treat with the 
Congreſs by name.” Peace then was looked upon as certain: 
but, alas! the powers, whatever they were, dictated ſuch 
terms as the Americans could not agree to; and the war was 
continued for four years afterwards, 

The Marquis faid he was of that age, and had that ex- 
perience, which did not induce him to give implicit confidence 
to miniſters in the proportion that they required, and which in 
his opinion, their Lordſhips were too forward to grant, 
With reſpect to the late ſucceſſes of the Auſtrians, on which 
miniſters Jaid ſo much ſtreſs, it proved nothing; he had as their 
Lordſhips would recollect long ſince ſtated, that whenever the 
French crofled the Rhine on the one hand, or the Auſtrians 
croſſed it on the other, not much good could be expected to 
ariſe from the future operations of the invading party. Ihe 
reaſon was obvious:—that all armies, at a great diſtance from 
their ohn country, were diſpirited, and as they tought under 
great difficulties ariſing from the being in the enemy's 
territory, frequently defeated ; whereas when they were near 
home, their confidence was reſtored, and they became victo- 
rious in their turn. Hence it was that the bounty of provi- 
dence {ſeemed to have marked out the boundaries of every na- 
tion to protect it from the ambition of men. The alarming 
tate of the country, and the exhauſted ſtate of its finances, 
ſhould induce miniſters unequivocally to ſhew a diſpoſition 
for peace. If they would aſk what fort of a peace, he would 


ſay a good peace, without mentioning the word yore. It 
tney 
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they required indemnity and ſecurity, thank, God we had 
enough to give up, without ſerious injury to the country. 
Had they not indemnity in the Cape of Good Hope, Deme- 
rarv, and he ſuppoſed Ceylon? If miniſters were not actually 
in poſſeſſion of the latter at preſent, he muſt ſuppoſe that they 
conſidered ſuch a circumſtance as certain, If even theſe were 
to be ſurrendered, if ſuch a meaſure procured peace, fo far 
from his embarraſſing miniſters, they ſhould not want his ſup- 


port, If Holland was reſtored by the French, he did not ſee. 
that it would be repugnant to the intereſts or the honour of 


the nation to give up the Cape of Good Hope. The object 
of the country was tranquillity ; and, when that arrives, he 
ſhould not only deem it a happy, but a good peace, As to in- 
demnity, it conſiſted in our induſtry, and he had no heſitation 
to fay, that a few years of induſtry would be far beyond all the 
indemnification we could require for our acquiſitions. Give 
him but peace, and his Lordſhip declared, he cared not for the 
poſſeſſions of other countries; have recourſe to induſtry, for 
our individual wants, and the nation muſt proſper. He hoped 
that the ſentiments contained in the meſlage were ſincere, and 
that it was not a mere tub thrown out to the whale, to appeaſe 
the clamours of the kingdom, and conciliate the people, pre- 
vious to a diſſolution of, Parliament ; if fo, the folly and ab- 
ſurdity of the act would be its puniſhment, as the con- 
ſequences would ſooner or later evince. He concluded by 
alluring miniſters, that he was ready to do them juſtice, 
and afford them every fair aſſiſtance, if their objects were 
ſincere. . 

» Lord Sydney denied that the war had been a war of agreſ. 
ſion on our part and maintained that the war was both juſt and 


neceſſary. His Lordſhip quoted Briſſot as an authority: and 


ſpoke ſtrongly in favour of the addreſs. 

Lord Grenville ſaid, he ſhould not have rifen, had it not been 
aſſerted by the noble Marquis that we were aggreſſors, in the 
preſent war: whenever that was aflerted in his hearing, he 
thould conceive it his duty peremptorily to deny it. The con- 
trary was notorioufly the fact; this could be proved from the 
eonfeſſion of Briflot and the parties who had engaged France 
in a war with England, and who had boaſted of their bavin 
done fo. As to the noble Marguis's doubt, whether the 
meſſage and the addreſs were ſincere, he declared upon his 
honour, and he would riſk his character and life upon it, that 
miniſters were ſo; at leaſt for his part he was, and he believed 
the crilis was arrived when we might treat if propoſals were 


made, 0 
With 


— _ ou he * —— —ͤ—„— — 
8 2 - PE Inn 
. e 8 

5 — 
— 


* 


— a — 
gg ire 
$4 X. 


= 
G — 
— a 
— 


"Se PU 
= BR 


3 


my 


1 * 7 „ * 
2 * — 
2 9 


: - 5 

— 28 — 
e 
oy 1 — 1 


392 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS [Lon 4, 


With regard to what the noble Marquis had ſaid reſpecting 
a noble Lord who was no more, (the late Earl of Guildford) 
he ſhouid only ſay, that from the time of his coming into 
publick life to the time of the deceaſe of that nobleman, he 
had himſelf always ſupported the contrary fide ; but that op- 
poſition, in his mind, being at an end, it ought to be no 
longer remembered. He had little thought that he ſhould wer 
have come forward as the defender of that nobleman, bur he 
ſhould not do him juſtice if he did not ſay that he poſſeſled 
conſiderable talents and many virtues. 

It had been aſſerted that the language of the meſſage and 
the addreſs were doubtful; till the parts however were pointed 
out, he could not reply, It had alio been urged, that the 
reaſons why miniſters wiſhed to make peace, were the ex- 
hauſted ſituation of the country, and the low ſtate of their fi- 
nances ; ſo far from this being the caſe he knew that the coun- 
try was ſcarcely ever in a more flouriſhing ſituation, That 
miniſters wiſhed to conclude a peace, there could be no 
doubt; ſince no war can be carried on without laying 
burdens on the people, which muſt render the war itſelf and 
the miniſters who conducted it of courſe unpopular, | 

With reſpect to our ability to continue the preſent war, let 
noble Lords look to our ſituation, our reſources, and our 
energy, and they would ſee that we need not be under any 
concern. The noble Marquis had made light of the Auſtrians 
croſſing the Rhine; but refer to the language made uſe of at 
the opening of the ſeſſion: then, it was made of the greateſt 


importance that the French had croſſed the Rhine; but now, 


that the Get mans have croffed che Rhine, it was ſpoke of as a 
circumſtance of no conſequence, 

The Marquis of Lanſdrun explained that when he ſpoke of 
he want of confidence- in an army at a great diftance from its 
own country, he did not reter to this or that campaign, but 
to military affairs in general, and mentioned it as a general 
maxim agreed in by all converſant with tactics and who ſpoke 
from experience ; if the noble Lord would read any military 
treatiſe, he would find it invariably the caſe. 

The Earl of Lauderdale began with declaring that he con- 
gratulated miniſters on their having laid aſide their prejudices 
againſt the preſent rulers in France, he congratulated the 
country alſo on the ſame change of ſentiments in the King's 
ſervants. Moſt of the perſons in power in France were 
pertons whom miniſters had formerly devoted to deſtruction, 
he wondered therefore that they ſhould have fo far forgotten 
weir former arguments, as to Feit on the Ktabi.ity of a govern- 

| ment 
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ment of five weeks continuance. ' He” was happy that at 
length miniſters had come to that point to which he and ſome 
of his friends had fo often laboured in vain to bring them. 

He ſupported the obſervations of his noble friend (the 
Marquis of Lanſdown,) He was not he ſaid ſure that this 
conceſſion Was not made merely to anſwer the purpoſe of 
evading the propoſitions which an honourable friend of his in 
the other houſe, and it was probable others with 'whom'he had 
the honour to act were about to bring forward. If the right 
honourable gentleman at the head of «the finances had the 
ſmalleſt knowledge that the order of things mentioned in 
the meſſage was arrived, or that ſuch was the opinion of the 
cabinet, in his mind he deſerved to be impeached. He could 
not conceive how that right honourable gentleman could pre- 
tend to have been ignorant of it, as it was not a matter commu- 
nicated by any maden information, but if really known and felt 
muſt have been known by gradual obſervation. If it had been 
his intention to move an Amendment to the Addreſs,” he 
ſhould have propoſed to omit all that part of it that related 
to what it termed “ the juſtice of our cauſe,” he 
would alſo have wiſhed to inſert the word “ ſpeedy” before 


Peace.“ At preſent, he would ſatisfy himſelf with giving 


a negative on that part of the Addreſs. 

Lord Mulgrave rofe to declare his unreſerved approbation 
of the Addreſs as it was moved. Some noble lords, he ob- 
ſerved, had thought that there had been periods of time long 
before the preſent juncture, when miniſters might have 
brought down a ſimilar meſſage on the ſubject of peace. In 
his mind there never had yet been a time which promiſed and 
held out fo fair a proſpect of approaching peace, both from 
the ſituation of this country, and the embatraſſments of the 
enemy, When he talked of peace, he always wiſhed it to be 
underſtood that he meant a peace that promiſed to be ſecure, 
and ſuitable to the honour and interefts of the country. He 
conceived, that on ſuch important ſubjects as the preſent, per- 
ſonal feelings, and all party differences, ought to give way to 
. conſiderations of much greater conſequence; the welfare and 
the dignity of the country. This war, he faid, had always, in 
his opinion, been a juft, neceflary, and truly defenſive war; 
nor originating from any improper motive or conduct on the 
part of this country, but, on the contrary, from the groſſeſt. 
moſt diſhonourable and unprovoked aggreſſion on the part of 
France, The conduct of the war or the terms upon which 
peace could be made, he would equally abſtain from entering 
upon. They were ſubjects clearly foreign to the preſent 

Vox. II. 1795. 3E queſtion, 
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queſtion, and it would be wrong in him or any other noble 
lord to attempt to mix them with the pending Alleullon. This 
ſeemed, to be the general apinion,; and he wiſhed. that other 
noble lords had acted up to it, and not made alluſions to points 
that could not tend to promote that ſort of unanimity ſo much 


deſired ; he could not help remarking with ſome degree of 


ſurpriſe, that, if appearances were to be judged from, noble 
lords in oppoſition ſeemed. not to entertain the ſame fondneſs 


and avidity for peace juſt at 15 . when the approach of it 


ſeemed to be at hand, as they did hen the proſpect of it was 
much more remote. e eme ; 

The Duke of Leeds ſaid upon the preſent occaſion there was 
not in his opinion the ſmalleſt neceſſity to go into the conſi- 
deration of the terms that might or ought to be obtained, 
nor was there any reaſon. to diſcuſs the conduct of the war. 
It was agreed on all hands that peace was a moſt deſirable 
object, and any thing either in Acuson or conduct that 
could impede its being brought about, he conceived to be 
highly injudicious. With regard to the words of the addreſs, 
he might poſſibly differ from ſome of his noble friends, be- 
cauſe thoſe who looked back to the line of conduct he had 
purſued ſince the commencement. of the war and in different 
periods of it, muſt know that he thought it was a wer of 
aggreſſion on the part of France, and which it was abſolutely 
impoſſible for this country to keep out of. The aſſertion 
therefore that the aggreſſion, which brought on the war, came 
from us, he muſt always controvert. The direct contrary was 
the fact. There were many, circumſtances on which he held 
opinions which were not agreed to by either fide of the houſe, 
and ſome that perhaps he was ſingular in holding. When 
our ambaſſador was recalled from France, although he could 
not wiſh that his noble friend had been continued there, he 
would not have had the French given to believe that all miſſion 
was retarded and that all communication between that country 
and this was ſtopped. On the, cantrary, after the roth of 
Auguſt, and when the King was dethroned, that was, in his 
mind, of all others the time when we ought to have had ſome 
perſon at Paris as a Charge des Affaires, to watch the conduct 
and the motions of the perſons, then exerciſing power, and 
the ſpirit of the times, as they influenced the various; parties 
and factions that exiſted. He did not ſubſcribhe to the opinion 
that it was a fitter moment for peace to be negotiated, when 


the Britiſh armies were conquering on the French frontiers 


and we were | maſters of the French and Auſtrian 


Netherlands. At that time there was a proſpect of molt 
iy 5 brilliant 
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brilliant ſucceſs, but when the armies of the alſies were driven, 
not only out of French Flanders bur out of the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands, and even out of Holland, he thought it then à fit 
moment for peace, and he had recommended it in his place, 
rſuaded that let who would have been the ruling powers in 
France we could have made a that would have been 
found durable, and France would have ſettled her differences 
ſoon though in a manner perhaps not very pleaſing to human- 
ity to reflect on; under that impreſſion he had given his feeble 
fupport to two motions which the noble duke had brought 
forward. He was not ſurpriſed that -many noble lords, and 
many out of doors, would with to ſee, and to treat with ſome 
more fixed and eſtabliſhed government in Prance;' but. be it 
what it might, he was = convinced of the neceſſity of 
peace, for the proſperity of both countries, and of Europe, 
upon ſuch terms as, in the words of the meſſage, might be 
ſuitable to the intereſts and honour af the country. There was 
no occaſion however to enter in diſcuſſion; it was rather, he 
conceived, proper that nothing ſhould be ſaid on the ſubject ; 
he would therefore conclude” with declaring that the addreſs 
bad his hearty aſſent. 3 Ne 
The Earl of Abingden, gave his opinion decidedly, his 
lordſhip read ſome extracts from Sir Richard Steele in ſupport 
of his „ againſt peace, upon any terms with France; 
becauſe Engliſhmen, muſt always have ſome object in view: 
ſo that, if they had not a foteigu enemy, he was ſure they 
would have a civil war. PAP 900 HE en 85 
The Duke of | Bedford ſaid, he had no inelination to enter 
into the debate, nor would he have interfered in it, but for 
ſome words that fell from a noble baron on the croſs- bench. 
He had charged noble lords in oppoſition with wiſhing to pro- 
tract the happy period of peace, when it ſeemed to be ap- 
proaching; aſcribing to them motives which he could never 
hear without flatly contradicting them; and, to convince the 
noble lord and the houſe how far he was miſtaken, he would 
read the addreſs which he and his friends meant to have moved 
if the preſent addreſs was negatived. The Duke then read 
the addreſs which correſponded with the amendment moved by 
Mr. Coma in the houſe of commons on Wedneſday the 
ninen,” | | | N | 
Lord Mulgrave ſaid he never wiſhed to impute improper , 


* 
998 


motives, not any particular motives, to any noble lord. The- 


words he had uſed he repeated and was reſponſible for them; 
they occurred to him to be proper, from what had ariſen in 
the courſe of the debate. 45:97 drow bi N 
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The Duk#- 8 he had; preciſely underſtood the 
worde unche noble lord had repeated them and chor ver heard 
them, muſt know that it was his duty, and that of thote who, 
acted wich him, to "oy the motives IPO: 1 words 


of the noble lord. 


Te Harl of: Laaer held tho ae vpinion with the 
noble Duke, and did not know what ſort of appearances the 
noble Lord could mean; as expreſſive of a greater or leſs de- 
gree of avidity and fondneſs. of peace. which noble lords in- 
ternally poſſeſſed in their minds at different times. The 
auge. en l nne vgs. fully ſufficient on chat 
ubje % 


' The. Barl of lip, — o upon the addreſs andiflated 
bis reaſons for agreeing to it. Ty 
er un was, on the 2 being put, agreed x to, 
5 v. nos? QF COMMONS. ' 

june eee 10. 
100 5 PETITION. 


Mr. a lbank oteſdeſtu2 a ' petition from he 8 
cleigy, and ſrecholders halbe county" 4 Durham, againſt the 
tro Bills. 

Mt. Burden wiſhed to late ſome elrumfaages relarkes to 
thi petition.” The meeting was, he ſaid, advertiſed” on Sa- 
tyrday, and met on Monday, When the preſent petition was 
voted. The interval was fo ſhort, that gentlemen had not 
tigie t attend, and yet this petition! was ſtated to contain the 
ſenſe of the gentlemen and freehalilers of that reipectable 
county. It was ſtated to be ſigned by the clergy alſo: ſe- 
veral reſpeRable clergymen reſiding in that count u, and he 
believed as many of that reverend profeſſion ligned the 
prefent petition, as there had been of bankers who ſigned 
that which was agreed to at the Paul's Head, Cateaton- ſtreet. 
He then pulled out a faetious and inflammatory hand-bill 
which was diſſeminated for the purpoſe of: nears, > the mect- 
ing, which he read to the Houſe, fas 

Mr. Milbank ſaid the petition. 85 ſpeak for ieſelF. | 
The language was reſpectable” firm and moderate: the 
prayer was ſuch as that Houſe was accuſtomed to receive on 
tuch occaſions,” and the ſignatures were numerous and reſpec- 
table. The meeting was publicly made known, and if 
thoſe that wiſhed to oppoſe che petition did not attend, it was 
not the fault of the petitioners. If thoſe that were in favour 


of the Bills did not chuſe to attend at the meeting, What ow 
| | : 
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the meaning that they did not call one of their own ? They did 
not, and the old proverb was good, Silence gives conſent.“ 
The honourable gemleman had told him of the hand- bill, 
vrhich he voy 5 read, and (aid he ſhould entertain the Houſe 
with it: ouſe had heard it read, and he obſerved that 
they Hoe much entertainment from it: the honourable 
gentleman did not comment on that -hand-bill; and of ' courſe 
ſilence gave conſent in that too. He thought the Houſe 
migat be much better employed than in liftening to hand- 
bills, or any, thing of the kind. 

The petition was read, and ordered to beion the table. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas preſented a petition in favour of the 
Bills from the magiſtrates. of Paiſley; in Scotland. 

General Maclead wilhed the houſe to abferve, thas all the 
petitions from that country were ſent by the en not 
by the inhabitants of the town. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas preſented a petition from the princi- 
pal inhabitants of the town of Paiſley, in favour of the Bill. 
That he conceived, was a ſufficient; anſwer to the honourable 
General's aſſertion. As to the petition which had been before 
_ preſented; —— the Bill, from the inhabitants of that place, 

he only thought it neceſſary to read the letter of a gentleman 
there, (Mr. Foulton) with whoſe reſpectability of character 
almoſt every gentleman ot that houſe us acquainted; which 
ſtated, that the moſt unjuſtiſiable means were uſed to ob ain 
lignatureg, and that chiſdren under twelve years of age had 
ligned it; hile the property of thoſe ho ſigned the preſent 
petition was ſo great, that they paid taxes in the proportion 
of 2 one, 6 wins po tim were to the former 


"Gard Macleod: ſaid be was ready: (6 bear e is 
Mr. Foulton as a very reſpectable manufacturer, he knew, 
however, that the ſame perſon was connected with thaſe 
who, were connected: ich / miniſters,” and that if it were to 
ſerve the, views of thoſe miniſters, thoſe perſans he denz 
would ſurrender up the libetties of his country. 

"es Ltundes deſended the ee of Mr: F oulton's 
character 


ws Heſſey faid be knew of no man of) a more reſpeabe 


G ca Macleed bade in the very b of his ſpeech, he 
had d the N of Mr. Foulton's cha- 
rater, but he conceived,» from the active part which he 
ſeemed to have taken in promoting the petition againſt the 
Bills, that he was aurhoriſed to 125 what he had ſaid. M 
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Mr. Courtenay obſerved that Mr. Fovtton might' be a very 
reſpectable character, bat he did not ſee that his honourable 
friend (Generul Macleod) had advanced any thing to dero- 
gate from it. The members of that Houſe were very re- 
ſpectable characters. And yet the majority had voted for 
two Bills that, in his opinion, went to ſubvert the conſtitu- 
tion. It had, he obſerved, been ſtated in the letter read by 
the right honourable gentleman - (Mr. Dundas) that boys of 
ten or eleven yrars of age were invited" to write their names 
to the petition, He was glad to hear it: it was a proof of 
the advancement of learning in that quarter. 
Mr. Foulton probably conceived that he could not give a 
better proof of the reſpectability of the petitioners on his (ide 
of the queſtion, than by ſtating that they paid ſeven times 
more poor rates than the reſt. Thats was a new mode of 
calculating reſpectability in proportion to taxation; ànd 5t 
the rule ſhould be adopted, and the prefent war continued for 
ſome time, the people of this cbuſtry muſt be the moſt reſpect- 
able in the univerſe. The petition was read, and ordered to 
lie on the tabſmG. menen 
Mr. Secretary Dundas preſented petitions from the Royal 
Burgh of Perth, and from the 'merchants and inhabitants ct 
the town and port of Leith; alſo from the mayor and alder- 
men of Cheſterfield, in favour of the Bills. Another to 
the ſame purport, from the mugiſtrates and town council 
of Queensferry. + The laſt of theſe petitions gave riſe to a 
deſultory converſation; in conſequence! of its being ſigned only 
by the chief Magiſtrate, without having the common ſeal of 
the corporation afſixed. It was queſtlontd whether ſueh a 
petition could be received. By the anſwers, it appeared, 
that ſometimes. ſuch petitions were ſigned in one way, and 
{ometimes in another 
Mr. Erſtine ſaid, this was like the anſwer of a young ſtu- 
dent at the univerſity, who,” when aſxed whether the fury te- 
volved round the earth, or, the earth round the ſun, rephed, 
fometimes one way and ſometimes another. Mr. Erſkine, upon 
looking at the petition, "obſerved, that this chief "magiſtrate 
of Queensferry ſigned himſelf “ Chife Magiſtrate,” 77 
Mr. Courtenay, upon this, faid he ſuſpected the ſignatute to 
be a forgery, unleſs the right honourable Secratary would 
ſay, that chiſe was the Scotch orthography for” chf 
Mr. Dent declared he was not a little ſurpriſed at the arts 
which were employed to procure petitions, and fignatures to 
thoſe petitions, againſt the Bills. As a proof of this, he ſaid, 
he had received a letter from the mayor of Lancaſter, fat- 


ing that he had read, in the London Packet, that Mr. Oe 
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dan had preſented a, petition to that Houſe. againſt the Bills, 
ſigned by twelve hundred of the jreemen and, ather inhabitants 
of that town, of which meeting the mayor ſaic he kaew,nothing. 
He himielf, it was true, had preſented a petition to that Houle 
againſt the Bills, ſigned by eighty-cight of the L,ceemen of that 
Borgughxefident in London, which number was by no 1neans 
the majority of the burgeſſes. nen 
Mr, Sheridan juſt entered as the honourable member fat 
down. He ſaid he was much ſurpriſed when he was inſorm- 
ed of what the honourable member had ſaid in his abſence. 
The honourable member well knew that he (Mr. Sheridan) 
had preſented no ſuch petition, and that the miſtake in a 
newſpaper gave birth to the letter, which had been juſt read 

from the. mayor of Lancaſter. 1 „ eee 
Mr. Dent ſaid he had informed the Houſe, that what the 
ho 10urable gentleman had juſt Rated, was preciſely the caſe. 
Mr, Sheridan (aid, that if he was rightly informed, and he 
had no right to doubt the information, the honourable. gen- 
tleman (Mr. Dent) had prefaced bis ſpeech. with an obſerva- 
tion on the many arts that had been uſed to ſeduce. pet ſons to 
ſign petitions againſt the Bills; and, in ſupport. of this aſſærtion, 
he had read a letter from the mayor of, Lancaſter,,, which was 
ſounded on a miltake in a,ngwſpaper z, a new. kind of, proof in- 
deed! but if the honourable OT had obſerved thaticau- 
dour which one gentleman was entitled to expect from another, 
«ſpecially. in his abſence, he ſhould have added, that he had a 
converſation; with Mr. Sheridan on the ſubject, and that he 
had acknowledged, in that converſation, that he well knew 
Mr. Sheridan had preſented no ſuch petition, and that he 
(Mr. Dent) knew of _ no. petition preſented to that Houle, 
but the one he had. himſelf preſented, ſigned, by eighty-eight 
of the freemen of that borough. When he had the hoauur. of 
preſenting a petition, ſigned by four thouſand of the inhabi- 
tants of Birmingham, Mr. Sheridan reminded the Houſe that 
he had ſtated, that the proprietors of two publie prints, in 
that town, refuſed to mubliſh the advertiſement in thoſe neui- 
papers for. calling the meeting. He had ſince been informed, 
on the beſt authority, that this was not preciſely, the caſe, as 
the meeting was called in the interval of the publication of 
thoſe prints. He mentioned this circumſtance, as he. withed 
to do juſtice to the character of every man, he could, never- 
thelels add, in addition to the obſtruction; Which the petition 
had experienced on that occaſion, that perſonal violence had 
been offered to the petitionets. Thoſe perſons who had fo 
vitended were known, and perhaps, he ſhould ſay, more of 

that hereafter. oP 
Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan preſented a petition. from ſeveral villages in 
the vicinity of Dumbarton, in Scotland; and another from the 
inhabitants of Wigton, againſt the Bills. PI Fon 
Mr. Erikine ſaid, he held in his hand a petition from ſome 
of the moſt reſpectable inhabitants of the city of Edinburgh; 
he had liſtened to what was ſtated by gentlemen who were 
friendly to the bills, with reſpect to the various arts and miſ- 
xepreſentations, that had been employed in order to obtain 
hgnatures to petirions againſt the bills. Of this, at preſent, 
it was not his intention to ſay much, becauſe the diſpute 
would be endleſs ; the time was however approaching; when 
the unequivocal voice of the public would be heard in that 
Houſe. . He could not preſent the petition in his hand, 
without ſaying a few words, in order to give the Houſe an 
idea of the obſtruction which the petitioners had experienced. 
A committee of the moſt reſpectubſe gentle men in that city 
had been appointed to conduct the petition. It was deemed 
proper by that Committee to publiſh hand- bills to give notice 
of the place where the petition would be left for ſignatures. 
The man who was employed to poſt up thoſe bills, was ap- 
prehended before he had even poſted up one of them, and de- 
tained as a priſoner. The committee wrote to the provoſt, 
ſtating the fact. The man, it was true, was © diſcharged, 
but this was trivial in compariſon to what followed. He did 
not with to ſpeak of another circumſtance, becauſe the per- 
fon involved in it was too near to him in relationſhip, (his 
brother). The conduct of that gentleman would, however, 
ſpeak for itſelf. The petition was ſigned by eight thouſand 
perſons, and upwards. 99 4 ES 
Sen. Macleed begged leave to ſay that from motives of delica- 
cy he had no thought to call the attention of the Houſe to ſome 
circumſtances, which the learned gentleman thought proper 
to repeat. A learned gentleman, in the city of Edinburgh, 
acting up to thoſe principles which he had ever profeſſed, (the 
Hon. Henry Erſkine) had in taking a zealous part in promoting 
the petition, experienced what bis public and his private 
character ought to have ſecured him from. That learned 
leman bad been, and was at preſent, his affectionate 
riend. His private life was the moſt amiable ; his wit the 
happieſt, and the moſt inoffeaſive; and his convivial talents 


fuch as to engage the eſteem of all that had the happineſs of 


his acquaintance : in ſhort, his talents were fo brilliant and 


| fo well acknowledged, that the only diſpute amongſt the lite- 


rarĩ of that country was, whether, if put in à balance with 
his brother, his talents of thoſe of his learned friend who = 8 
& 5 12 yu 


| | 
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juſt ſat down would turn the ſcale. Vet this gentleman, 
with alf the acknowledged qualities he had juſt deſeribed, was 
treated in a manner little to be expected; and from whom 
did he receive this tteatment; - from one of the moſt learned 
and enlightened bodies in Scotland; a body that was always 
conſidered as ſuch the faculty of advocates. That body 
had choſen his honoarable friend their Dean, a ſituation mere- 
ly honorary: he had filled that ſituation with increafing luſtre 
or ten years: yet they wiſhed to get rid of him, becauſe 
he came forward to pramote a petition in the molt legal wa 
againſt the enactment of à law, which he conſidered to be 
incompatible with the liberties of the country, and the ptinci- 
ples of the conſtitution. He lamented that fo learned and 
able a body ſhould have departed from their original reſolu- 
tions, as to ſuffer political opinions to interfere” in their pro- 
ceedings, but to diſtinguiſh men by their talents and general 
eſteem. Their letter on that occaſion did them no great 
credit, either as to ſtyle or liberality. He was glad, how- 
ever, that they publiſh-d it, as if poſſible, it placed his hon. 
friend in a more exalted point of view than ever. One thing, 
which gave him no ſmall degree of uneaſineſs, was, that the 
judges were choſen out of this body of advocates. Norwith- 
ſtanaing their ſentiments, he hoped that none would be found 
to tread in the ſteps of a certain judge in that country, who 
ſaid, that a man found guilty of a mi{demeanour, ought to ſuffer 
to the ſentence of /nter be/tias feras prificiatur:—in other 
words, to be thrown among wild beaſts. - Gentlemen talked 
of the arts which had been employed to gain ſignatures to 
petitions in favour of the bills, whilſt, at the ſame time, thoſe 
who charged them with theſe arts, paſſed over the means 
uſed to gain ptoſelytes to petitions on their own fide, and to 
ſwell the lift of ſignatures; it was a fact well known, that 
tie counter-petition to his honourable friend's (Mr. Erſkine) 
was placed in every way to engage fignatutes; nay, ſchool 
boys were invited to write their names to it, at the expence 
of a glaſs of wine, a cheering clap on the back, and a good 
boy into the bargain. | 1 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſtated, that in 4 — incendiary 
hand-bills were circulated at a late hour, when the police 
wiſely ordered the watch to apprehend every perſon detected 
in the circulation of bills after a certain time of day; and, 
under this order, the bill- ſticker was committed. With re- 
gard to the practices of encouraging ſchool- boys to ſign the 
counter-petition, the fact could be eaſily aſcertained, for there 
was not a name ſubſcribed without a deſignation. He men- 
Vox. II. 1795. 3 F tioned 
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tioned a Caſe, to ſhew that names had been unduly applied to 
this petition, A young ſurgeon in, Edinburgh, informed 
Dr. Munro, the profeſſor of anatomy, and a very worthy 
man, that he had ſeen his name affixed to the circus petition, 
whereupon, Dr. Mynro made an affidavit to the cantrary. 
The motive for putting Dr. Munzo's name to the petition, 
Mr. Dundas aſcribed to the influence it would have upon 
many people, as he was one of the moſt popular profeſſors in 
the univerſity, and his lectures were generally attended by 
four or five hundred perſons from every part of Europe. He 
read the affidavit of Doctor Monro, Mr. Fox remarked 
that the affidavit did not ſay that the Doctor had himſelf ſeen 
his name ſubſcribed to the petition in queſtion, ] Mr, Dundas 
explained, by ſtating that there could not well be any miſ- 
take, ſince the name of Alexander Munro, M. D. was the 
only name which had a deſignation, He appealed to the 
Houſe whether they had ever heard a diſreſpe&iul word from 
him, relative to the honourable Heury Erſkine ? Differing as 
they did in political opinions, no man was more willing to 
acknowledge his powerful wit, his pleaſing talents, and his 
ſtrict integrity; by. taking an active part at the meeting, 
Where he exerted his eloquence, he might poſſibly not act 
conſiſtently wich the opinions of the faculty of advocates; 
and if ſo, they ſurely were at liberty to decide as they pleaſed. 
Mr. Dundas, in early life, been placed at the head of that 


faculty, for which honour it was not only entitled to his 
2 reſpect, but gratitude; and above all other qualities, 


e contended that the faculty of advocates was remarkable 
for independence. In anſwer to the , remark, that the 
future judges were to be choſen from his faculty, 
and that their opinions were therefore to be feared, 
he affirmed that no judge could give his opinion con- 
trary to the law and the verdict, and when the Lord Jultice 
Clerk uſed the words, “that a man guilty of (edition ſhould be 
thrown among wild beaſts,” he did not give it as his opinion 
that ſuch ſhould be the puniſhment for the crime in Scotland, 
but he quoted that as the ſentence of the Roman law. Mr. 
Dundas concluded, by. aſking whether that way of talking 
of a grave and reverend character was polite or decent? 


M. Hit ine aid, it was a ſuppoſition that Dr, Munro's 


name was ſubſcribed to the petition that he had, which, 


though it had not the weight of his nay, had 7 or 800 


names of great reſpectability. He was ſorry, however, 
that another celebrated Doctor of the ſame name was not 
at this time living iz England, to cure the [miniſters of their 
| | - | madneſs, 
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madneſs, in paſſing theſe Bills into a law. The petition was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. | | 

Mr, Erſkine then preſented petitions from Dundee, and 
Faſt Monkton, in the county of Lanark, againſt the Bills, 
and Mr. Dundas one from Edinburgh, and Mr. Wilberforce 
one from the county of York, in their ſupport. | 

| DISTILLFRIES, 

Colonel Stanley preſented a petition from à town in Lanca- 
ſhire, praying that the diſtillation of ſpirits from Britiſh mo- 
laſſes might be prohibited. 

Mr. Huſt moved that the Bill ſhould be read a third 
time. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer defited the third reading 
might be poſtponed till Monday, to give time for inquiry re- 
ſpecting a matter tnat had been ſuggeſted; | 

Lord Sheffield (aid, that the prohibition of the diſtillery of 
molaſſes ſhould be limited to thoſe made in Great Britain, þ 
a fifth part of which was conſumed as food. It was perfectly 
cafy to diſtinguiſh between them and the Weſt India molaſſes, 
the latter was drained from the Muſeavado ſugar, the former 
from the refined ſugar, but if it ſhould be found difficult, the 
Weſt India molaſſes might be followed by a permit, as in the 
caſe of ſpirits, 30,000 puncheons of molaſſes might eafily be 
had in*the return tranſports from the Weſt Indies, which 
would yield upwards of three millions of gallons of ſpirits, 
and produce an exciſe duty of upwards of 800,000/. We 
might thus fave our diſtilleries, our revenue, and a large ſum 
which would otherwiſe be paid to foreigners for ſpirits. 

Mr. Huſſey, General Tarliton, and Colonel Stanley, con- 
tended, that the diſtillation ſhould be prohibited from all 
molaſſes; and General Tarleto# and Alderman Newnham de- 
clared, that no Weſt India molaſſes were ever imported into 
this iſland, ie "0 

Lord Sheffield anfwered,' that he was very ſorry the gentle- 
men had not informed themſelves better, that à quantity not 
inconſiderable was imported, however it never was uſed as 
the food of man, being acid 'and of a very different nature 
from Britiſh molaſſes, or as we call them treacle, that a large 
quantity would be imported as ſoon as the diftitjation of other 
articles was prohibited; and he obſerved; that the petitions 
which the gentlemen referred to, only prayed” that the diſtil- 
lery from Britiſh and not Weſt India molaſſes ſhould” be 
prevented, | N Ar 434 39 j 9 

it was then agreed that the prohibition ſhoald only extend 
to Britifly molaſſes, and that the Bill ſhould be forwarded as 
quick as poſſible. 5 | l blu a 
| | 3F2 The 
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' The Chancellor (aid that there was a fpecies of molaſſes. worſe 
than that uſed for food, he therefore thought it would be in- 
expedient to make the-prohibition general. ETA 
Mr. Roſe ſuggeſted, that it would, be nearly impoſſible for 
an exciſe officer to diſtinguiſh Whether the molaſies uſing 
for the purpoſe of diſtillation were foreign or Britiſ n. 
TREASON BILL, | 
- The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the 
day for the third readinyjof the Bill for the ſafety and preſer- 
vation of his Majeſty's perſon and government. 
Mr. Harriſon oppoſed the third reading on two grounds: 
firſt, whether the act of Edward III. was ſufficientſy ſtrong 
th prevent the neceſſity of any new law for the ſafety of his 


| Majeſty's perſon ? Secondly, whether the laws exiſting were 


ſufficient to provide againſt and puniſh any language or pub- 
lications that went to the ſubverſion; of the government? He 
argued that the preſent ſhould rather be a declaratory act, 
ſtating that doubts had ariſen concerning the conſtruction of 
the 'High-Treafon Statute of Edward III. than a new per- 
manent Act. In his own mind he declared he was fully 
perſuaded that they were ſufficient; Ihe preſent Bill was a 
fatire on the crown, and a libel on the loyalty of the people 
of England: becauſe it placed his Majeſty in an unfavourable 
point of view; in as much as it ſtated, that it was neceflary 
to make additional laws to ſecure the life of an amiable ſo- 
vereign which were not thought neceſſary to be made in the 
worſt of times, when ſoyereigns of a very different character 
ſwayed the ſceptre of this country; and, in order if poſſible to 
place this in a ſtill more conſpicuous point of view, it was li- 


- mited to the life of the ſovereign. The Sovereign of a free 


people ought moſt undoubtedly to live in the affections of his 
ſubjects, and Mr. Harriſon faid he was perſuaded that his Ma- 
jeſty did ſo live. The law therefore was calculated to ſecure 
miniſters in their places, and to ſmother that popular odium 
which they were well aware muſt attach to their characters 
in conſequence of the ruinous and calamitous war in which 
they hod wantonly involved this country. If (gentlemen 
would only reflect on the proſperous fituation of this country 
at the commencement of hoſtilities, and compate it with the 
preſent, how mult their feelings be affected] if we had con- 
tinued in peace, Wealth would have flowed in from every 
quatter; ſo that by this time, with even a ſmall ſhare of 
economy, the national debt would have been conſiderably 
reduced. Ihe burdens of the people would alſo have been 
lightened in proportion and inſtead of a repetition of griev- 


ances, we ſhould hear only the voice of congratulation and 
| cheerfulneſs 
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cheerfulneſs. Only let gentlemen look at the reverſe of this 
conduct? The national debt was increaſed, the burdens of 
the ſubject were daily accumulating! Under all theſe circum- 
ſtances what was the conduct of his: Majeſty's miniſters ? 
Inſtead of conciliating the affections of the ſubjects, they 
were adding place to place, penſion to penſion, grievance ta 
grievance, and inftead of redreſs, offering inſult. The Ho- 
nourable gentleman alſo reprobated the conduct of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters with reſpect to the time which they had 
choſen to bring down his Majeſty's moſt gracious; commu- 
nication to that houſe, with reſpec to the pleaſing proſpect of 
peace, Had they brought it down before the terms of the 
loan were cloſed, it would have ſaved upwards of two mil- 
lions to the public. "Theſe were real erievances, and in 
order to ſmother them, thoſe obnoxious bills were brought 
into the houſe. Thoſe grievances might however be ſmother- 
ed, but it would be impoſſible to extinguiſh them: they 
would break out into a flame, perhaps, when leaſt expected. 
He next examined how far the laws were ſufficient to re- 
ſtrain the licentiouſneſs of the preſs, and hoped that an ho- 
nourable baronet (Sir William Pulteney) would allow the 
danger of this Bill, ſince it tended to deprive the people of the 
liberty of the preſs, the abuſes of which had already been 
—— by the exiſting laws with great ſeverity. As for 
trifling abuſes, no privilege he remarked could be expected to 
exiſt without them. He ſaid he looked with horror to the 
conſequences of the paſſing of this Bill. A private letter 
dropped out of the pocket, the malice | of à ſervant, the te- 
petition. of a converſation. at table, with a thouſand otner cir- 
cumſtances, frivolous and innocent in their natures, might 
be magnified to dangerous portents. No man would be ſafe 
for a moment; if a | Fakes or a Locke wete living, they would 
incur the penalties, and be doomed to live in exile among a 
deſparate band of outcaſts. . Let gentlemen couſult the hiſtory 
and annals of the world, and they would ſee the impolicy of 
ſuch rigorous reſtrictions on freedom. In governments which 
had recourſe to, ſuch: opprefiive meaſures, the. moſt violent 
convulſions had happened, attended with cireumſtances too 
ſhocking to repeat, and by the addition of ſuch. new con- 
ſtructions of treaſon; the ſame violences might be provoked. 
Mr. Harriſon concluded by voting againſt the third reading. 
Alderman Newnham ſaid, that after all the diſcuſſion which 
bad talen place on. the former nights, he would merely de- 
tain the houſe with a few words. Leſt he ſhould be con- 
demned for want of firmneſs, he would not give a ſilent 
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fupport to the bill. He declared he had always thaught 
there was great danger from the exiſtence of ſedition 
and treaſon—he always thought that this ſedition and treaſon 
were increaſed and circulated in the ſpeeches and libels of the 
ſocieties.” He ſupported adminiſtration in the war; and he 
did ſo, becauſe, in his honour and conſcience, he believed 
the war neceſſary, and unavoidable. The beſt reaſon for 
ſupporting the bill before the houſe was, the late baſe outrage 
and facrilegious attempt on his Majeſty, Was not ſuch a 


_ meaſure neceſſary, when a King, the moſt diſtinguiſhed, for 


amiable and mild virtues, was attacked? —a King, who, he 
would ſay with the Poet— — | TS JAG 

a Hath borne his faculties ſo meek, 

That bs viewrs wild plans eros ermemger.mong'4 

Againſt the deep damnation of 2 188 a 1 

All the publications of the ſocieties he contended went to 

do away the monarchy, and both houſes of parliament; if 
annual parliaments and univerſal ſuffrage took place, the 
deſtruction of the three branches of the - conſtitution would 
ſoon follow. They might as well ſay they would turn out all 
the members of that houf. Such was his public opinion; 
and he had long entertained it in private. In his honour and 
conſcience, he believed ſome ſtrong meaſure neceſſary to ſtem 
the torrent of hcentiouſnefs and anarchy ; and he was as free 
to ſay as to think, that the preſent meaſure was not ſtronger 
than neceſſary, The Jaws reſpecting treaſon! were neither 
clear nor defined; and the bill went to define and explain them. 
Thus, protection would be given to the ſovereign ; and this 
gentlemen ought to give with hand and heart. The learned 
gentleman (Mr. Harriſon) was ſhocked at the diſtreſſes of the 
poor, as if occaſioned merely by the war. That ſome of 
thoſe diſtreſſes might be owing to the war, was indiſputable ; 


but that moſt of them were the effects of other unforeſeen and 


unavoidable cauſes, could not be denied. The honourable 
getitleman laid the whole blame of this on government. The 

overnment had done every thing poſſible for the melioration 
of things: beſides, never were ſuch great contributions to alle- 
viate the diſtreſſes of the lower ranks. He condemned this 
mode of declaration, becauſe it irritated the lower claſſes of 
people, who, from their habits and neceſſary avocations-of 
life, were not enlightened enough to examine into all the cauſes 
of their own complaints; and who were as likely to break 


cout upon the inſtigations of artful men, into acts of outrage 


againſt his Majeſty, as any other perſon. The bill went to 
| ſecure 
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ſecure the laws, liberty, religion and property cf the count 
from violation, and he was determined to give it his Ae 
ſupport. | * 

f * William Pulteney roſe to ſay a few words in reply to 
what had fallen from Mr. Harriſon, reſpecting the ſupport he 
gave the other bill. He faid, he then had maintained, that no 
evil could ariſe from the paſſing of the bill, while the liberty of 
the preſs exifted. He was free to fay the ſame of the preient. 
What did the bill do? It merely puniſhed the ſame offences, 
differently: that was before puniſhable, in the ſecond inftznee 


was by the bill rendered in a greater degree puniſhable. - 


Was this changing crimes or punithments, otherwiſe than by 
attaching the latter more immediately and more effectually to 
innovators and reformers, who wiſhed to overturn the conſti- 
tution and government? He thought the laws of the country 
would not be in the lealt altered, but that the laws in force 
would be better defined, and hence better enforced, The 
honourable gentleman Sir William obſerved, had lamented 
that perſons would be endangered by ſuch a law—thar falſe 
witneſſes might put their lives and characters in ph Was not 
that the caſe with the laws in being? People often ſuſlered by 
falſe witneſſes. ' Such arguments applied equally in caſes of 
murder, Were not thele, like all other laws, to be left tothe 
deciſion of juries? There was nothing new introduced by 
the bill, that was not in force for three hundred years; except 
one material proviſion. Ihe bill merely defined the law of 
Edward III. and all that could be called new, was making a 
conſpiracy to levy war, treaſon. - This regulation was neceſ- 
ſary in the preſent day, to reſtrain the ſedition afloat in the 


country. o one, he was (ure, would argue that an attempt 


to deſtroy the parliament would not have as great a tendeticy 
to overthrow the conſtitution as a conſpiracy to take the lite 
of the King. | £5104 
General Fame oppoſed the third reading. He remarked, 
that when the laws had hitherto been found ſufficient for the 
happineſs, proſperity, and freedom of the people, it was 
their duty to enquire what were the grounds for the introduce 
tion of theſe bills. The reaſons, in his mind, which induced 
miniſters to bring in the preſent bill, and the one which lately 
palled that houſe, were the acquittals at the Old Bailey and 
the preſent ruinous war. If the caſe of the perſons charged 


at the Old Bailey had been ſuch as to have come under che 


treaſon laws of Edward the third, it would have ſaved a 
learned aud ingeniaus gentleman (the Attorney General) 4 
nine hours” ſpeech. If the preſent laws had then been paſſed; it 

- would 
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would not have coſt him all that flow of eloquence, or length 
of time. He traced the conduct of the miniſter in a variety 
of inſtances, obſervable in the progrets and encouragement.of 
the war. The prefent Bill, he ſaid, would prevent the peo- 
ple from canvaſſing the conduct of the miniſter with refpe& 
to the war, and other domeſtic circumſtances of a diſtreſſing 
nature. The ſecurity of the monarch, the general faid, lay 
in the heart of his ſubjects ; and no monarch was ever deeper 
rooted in the affections of his people than the Prince who 
filled the throne at preſent: a ſufficient evidence of this ap- 
peared when his Majeſty went to St. Paul's, ſhortly after his 
recovery, The country having flouriſhed theſe three hundred 
years, it became a matter of inquiry why theſe new laws 
ſhould be introduced? A worthy alderman had faid that the 
ſcarcity of bread, and high price of proviſions, were not 
owing to the war. To what elſe then could they be owing, 
when bread was double the price that it had been at when this 
diſaſtrous war commenced ? Soap had increaſed, candles had 
zncreaſed in price, and, in ſhort, all the neceſſaries of life had 


increaſed enormouſly. One of the principal reaſons of the 


attack on his Majeſty was the war moſt undoubtedly. 'i he lord 
chief juſtice had ſaid, that thoſe men who had thus aſſociated, 
were not powerful in numbers, nor was their exchequer very 
rich, as it contained no more than forty pounds at moſt ; yet 
the war and theſe trials had afforded miniſters pretexts for 
theſe importunate meaſures. We had, he contended, attacked 
France wantonly and unprovokedly, becauſe we did not ehuſe 


that twenty-five millions of people ſhould ſettle their internal 


government without our interference, To the attacks alone 
of foreign powers on them, were owing all the cruelties 
had been practiced by Danton, Marat, and Robeſpierre. Ihe 
general wy expatiated on a variety of topics and difcuſſed 
them at confiderable length, from the French revolution to the 
preſent period, quoted from an author of ſome authority, 
That the end of a pilot is a proſperous voyage; the end of 
a general is victory; the health of his patient is the end of a 
phyſician ;. and the end of a ſtateſman to promote the happi- 
neſs, proſperity, -and freedom of his country.” 

Mr. I eſtern declared he felt horror and indignation againſt 
the Bill, and was fully fatisfied of the truth of the obſerva- 
tion of a noble Jord, that the extenſion of the penal laws 
afforded the leaſt protection to the ſovereign, government, 
and ſubject. The nearer a King approached to deſpotiſm, 
the more was his perſonal danger increaſed, He hoped, 


however, that in the preſent caſe it would be otherwiſe. | 780 
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Bin, be was Eonvineed, was "ſubverſive of the fundamental 

nciples of the Conſtitution, and therefore he ſhould not be 
forry'ts ſee the N give his negztiye to it, It had ever 
been his opinion, Mr. We ſſtern ſaid, that the ſovereign's beſF 
ſeeurity was in the affections of his ſubjects, he wondered 
how that ſecurity could laſt, when, in addition to their hard 
burdens and diftreſfes, they were deprived of every privilege 
by falſe ſtatements, or miſtaken policy. The Bill would put 


an end to mutual confidence and general freedom, while it 


would render the crime of high treaſon vague and indefinite, 
and the perſon of his Majeſty unſafe. As a ſtronger argument 
in ſuppott. of this obſervation than any of his own, he would 
read an extract from a writer of great weight and authority, 
he meant Dean Swift, who in his political creed, forcibly 
argues againſt the ſuſpenſion of any of the ſiberties of the 
people; points out the conſequences to which: ſuch ſuſpenſion 
muſt lead, and the encouragement which it gives to ſpies. and 
informers * the moſt accutſed face that God ever ſuffered to 
exiſt,” This applied to the politics of the preſent day. No 


laws, he ſaid, ought to be intr; duced,” on which depended the 


life of the moſt” iuſigwin cant ſulgect. It was remarked by 


both Monteſquieu and Blackſtone, that uffy laws that went 


to reſtrain the liberty of the ſubj cc, Were dangerous. Undet 
all theſe conſiderations, he would vote againſt the third read- 
ing of the Bill, which tended to break down, every barrier of 
the Conſtitution, that had been erected fine the reign of Ed- 
D PO OY Oge 0s LO 893 ob | 149 


Mr: Hawkins Bruun fc%60 ſrom the hongarabIs gentle« 


man as to the conſſ ructions of treaſon,” He thought the Bill 
would have à eontrat᷑y effect from that which the hondurable 


gentleman had ſtated; it would define clearly what was trea - 


ton, and give à legiſtative ſanction to the ſuppreſſion of it. No 
king he Was perſuaded, ever had the affectious of his people 
in a greater degree than his Majeſty; and be was equally cer- 
tain, that ſo far from WF e by giving his negative 


to the Bills, it would contribute o bis unpopulatity. 5 


honourable gentlemah bad quoted Swift 2s a perſon who 


political principles ſutſct ioned the opinion. he. ſupported; He 
— was a very Feat man and a maſterly writer, but he 
ifappointed mun, and 'a moſt factious, ſplenetic, and 
ſeditious perſon. Mr. Browne ſaid, be thought the Bill cal⸗ 
culated to calm the apitation of the public mind, unf | 


Was a 


tho magiſtrate à power to'apprehend people for acling again! 
the laws of the country. Ihe mere enactment of dhe Bills, 
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would, he conceived, have ſuch an effect, that there would 


be little occaſion for the interference of the magiit race. 
Mt. Morris, Robinſon hoped the negative ot the ſovereign 
might be gained, and blamed the honourable geutleman for en- 
deavvuring to 1 the character of the author of the ra- 
pier's Letters. He acknowleded that the honowable, gentle- 
man was a worthy; man, but obſerved that there Was a great 
deal of private worth in the country, and very little public 
ſpirit ; be ſuſpected. the honourable: gentleman would! go as 
far as auy man in ſupport of the meaſures of adminiſtration; 
and that, as times went, was ſaying a great deal. Such, was 
his opinion of the two Bills before parliament, 7 that, if the 
guillotine had been erected in this couptry, it could not be 
more terrific ; and it the miniſter imagined that it would pro- 
duce the eſtect he deſired, and ſuppreſs. the ve of the peo- 
ple, he muſt ſay that he knew very little of the temper of 
the people, or the conſtitution of the country. f 

Mr. Bauverie declared he had been friendly to the Bill, be- 
cauſe he thought it at this time neceſſary ; but he could not 
ſubſcribe to the opinion of his honourable, friend, that it was 
not an extenſion of the laws of treaſon, it certainly was, and 
had been for that very reaſon intruded, though he was very 
glad to ſay but for a ſhort time. art ali; "FF 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, after what had fallen from the honout- 
able gentleman (Mr. Hawkins Browne) with reſpect to the 
author, from whoſe writings the paſſage, read by another 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Weſtern) was taken, he could 
not remain ſilent. For that author, he acknowledged, he en- 
tertained an hereditary reſpect, as there never was a man 
who poltefſed a truer ſpirit of liberty than he did: a fact of 
which his whole like and conduct afforded an inconteitible proof. 
Upon looking at the paſſage, ſince read by the honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Weſtern) it ſtruck him that there never was 
one better adapted to the preſent times. Dean Swiſt had been 
no flatterer of the time in Which he lived, +.Neyer, was there 
a man who, in his writing and conduct, more ſhewed himſelt 
the friend and advocate of the rights of, man and mankind, 
He was ſatirical and ſevere, but his ſeverity was aimed at 
real. abuſes ; he ſhewed his abhorrence of the very ſyſtem 
which obtained at the preſent day; he meant, een b 4 
ſyſte matic principle of corruption: he detailed abuſes, ſuchſ as 
thoſe of prodigal loans for the convenience (not to give it a 
harſher term) of gentlemen in the Houſe of Commons, which 
tended to make a parliament. governed by miniſterial influ- 
ence, He recollected, though perhaps imperfectly, 1 
5 T | ine 
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lines either of a poem called the Legion Club (or in a libel on 
the Rev. Dr. Delaney, and his Excellency Lord John Car- 
teret) where Dean Swiſt ſuppoſes in Ireland, for no ſuch 
thing could happen here, that a miniſter comes wirh: a budget 
full of rewards for thoſe who ſupport him, which, though of 
courſe not applicable now, might ſhew what the corruption of 
loans and hudgets were in Dean Swift's time. auge gtut 
He ſays, after ſuppoſing that a gentleman who pays his 
court to a miniſter, muſt perform actions contrary to his diſ- 
poſition, like the avenging gel in N. Addiſon's e 


— 
« So deſtroy a guilty land, 
% An Angel * ſent by heaven's command; 
« While he ob+ys Almighty will, - 
« Perhaps may feel compaſſion ſtill; 
= © And with the taſk had been afſign'd 
& To ſpirits of lefs gentle kind.“ 
But I, in politics grown old, 
Whoſe thoughts are of a different mold, 
| Who from my ſoul ſincerely hate, | | rs 
Both K—— and miniſters of ſtate ; 
Who look on courts with ſtricter eyes 
8 To ſee the ſeeds of vice ariſe. | L 
1 .._ © Can lend you an alluſion fitter, 
f Though farr'ring buaver may call it bitter 3 
Which, if you durſt but give it place, 
Would ſhew you many a ſtateſman's face. 
e 
Zo to effect his Monarchs ends, 
From bell a vicerey devil aſcends : 
His budget with corruptions cram'd, 
The contributions of the damm d; 
Which with unſparing hand be ftrows: | 
* Through courts and ſavates as he goes; 
And then at Belzebub's Black-ball, - ; 
- Complains his budget was too ſmall.” - * 


Mr. Sheridan ſuſpected that there had been a gener ſtrew- 
ing of favours here, and that the honourable gentleman op- 
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With regard to the ſubject immediately before the -Houf, 
he ſaid he did not mean to enter into it, becauſe it did not 
need comment; there were ſtatutes enough in exiſtence 
againſt the crimes the Bill went to puniſn. The firſt clauſe 
met his diſapprobation, as tending to expreſs a new treaſon in 
the attempt ot perſous overawing parliament. The ſecond 
clauſe, which went to prevent the printing and publiſning, 
&c. of ſeditious matters, he was equally repugnant to. Ac- 
cording to that clauſe, if any perſon ſhould be guilty of a 
miſdemeanor à ſecond time, he was to be tranſported; ſo 
that by the clauſe, as it ſtood, the puniſhment for the ſecond 
oftence was more ſevere than before. With reſpect, however, 
to the operations of this Act, he would aſſert, that had it ex- 
iſted ten years back, and indeed for that reaſon he was ſorry it 
did not, ſome of his Majeſty's preſent Miniſters would have 
been ſent to Botany Bay, as they themſelves, within that 
period, had excited the people to thoſe. movements which 


the Bill profeſſedly endeavoured to prevent. Could the right 


honourable gentleman himſelf forget the meetings of the 
Thatched Houſe tavern, at which he had been preſemt and 
agitated the queſtion of. parliamentary reform in conjunction 
with the Duke of Richmond, Mr. Horne Tooke, and other 
well known characters, and the agitation of the people in 
conſequence of ſuch meetings ? If he did not, he muſt ſee, 
that they had a tendency to promote crimes which he now 
wiſhed to puniſh. According to the preſent Bill, ſhould any 
perſon even attempt to ſtate the neceſſity of a parliamentary 
reform, it would come under the denomination of a crime, as 
having a tendency to overawe and influence the parliament ; 
and for-this crime, ſo conſtituted, the rigorous puniſhment of 
ſeven years tranſportation was enacted, ſhould it be a ſecond 
time committee. 11 

Hle would aſk the learned gentleman (the Attorney General) 
whether Mr. Reeves would not have been guilty of a firſt of- 
fence, by the publication of the pamphlet that had lately met 
with the animadverſion of, the Houſez according to the opera- 
tion of this Act? He was certain he would acknowledge 
that he would, and then he would ſhew him many others of 
which that gentleman was the author; ſo that had the Act 
had exiſtence, but a ſhort time before, Mr. Reeves would have 
merited tranſportation; certainly no production ever tended 


more than his to ſtir up hatred and contempt againſt the 


conſtitution of. Great Britain than Mr. Reeves's pamphlet. 
The clauſe was artfully calculated to prevent the reform of 
any of the abuſes of government, The outrage commit 
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on the perſon of his Majeſty, which met with equal di 

probation from all, was, in reality, nothing but a pretext for 
the introduction of the Bills, which, if acted upon, he was ap- 
prehenfive: would tend rather to convulſe than to pacify the 
country. It was, therefore, his opinion, that the King would 
do right to give thoſe Bills his negative when he came doit 


to the Houſe. The exceſs of homage and admiration that 


muſt ariſe in the breaſt of a grateful people from ſuch a mag- 
nanimous act, would render his Majeſty's crown doubly ſe- 
cure. Then he might ſay, Diſmiſs: my guards, the affec- 
tions of my ſubjects are my beſt defſen cg. 

Mr. Sheridan had propoſed an amendment in the ſecond 
clauſe, which' he ſuppoſed the right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Dundas) oppoſite to him, as he ſo ſtrongly vindicated 
the loyalty of his conſtituents, would not have any objection to. 
The amendment went to take away the diſcretionary power 
of the judge in Scotland, in reſpect to the puniſhment for ſe- 
dition, and to conſine the puniſhment to ſeven years, in like 
manner as the Bill provided for this kingdom. inen 

— — roſe to expreſs his approbation of the Bills 
that had given riſe to ſo much warmth of debate, and ſo much 
alperity of animadverſion. In whatever light other gentle- 
men might view them, he could not but regard them as wiſe, 
prudent, and ſalutary meaſures, and ſuch as were loudliy and 
urgently. called for by the neceſſity of the times. That in- 
flammatory and ſeditious doctrines were daily preached up and 
induſtriouſly diffeminated, every one muſt be convinced, who 
truſted to the teſtimony of bis cars or eyes; and between 
the propagators of theſe doctrines and the nefarious outrage 
offered to the ſacred perſon of his Majeſty; it was hard to ſay 
that no connexion exiſted; in his judgment all the -circum- 
ſtances which accompanied that foul attempt went evidently 


to prove that it was prev iouſſy planned and pre- concerte. 


The evidence adduced before the Houſe of Lords relative 
to the outrage on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, ſhewed that the 
crowd that purſued his Mlajeſty's coach to the Houſe of 
Lords were obſerved to act in concert, and the very ſame 
perſons were alto obſerved to. follow his Majeſty from the 
Houſe, and repeatediy to cry out Datum with George NV 
King ! while they threw not one, but ſeveral ſtones at the car - 
riage. The fomce of this outrageous and criminal behaviour 
de would not pretend to trace back immediately to Copenhagen 
Houſe, or to clubs and debating ſocieties; but he thought him- 
lelf warranted to ſry,-that the inflammatory language held at 
theſe meetings, was at leaſt the remote cauſe hag 
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which every good ſubject muſt lament and execrate; and of 
which no example had been witnefi-d in this country ſince the 

revolution, except by the hands of a lunatic. | 
That the meaſures under diſcuſſion were auſtere in their 
aſpect, and threatened to be rigorous in their operations, he 
would nat deny; but when crimes peculiar to the times aroſe, 
both wiſdom and policy ſuggeſted the neceffity of eniQling 
ſome ſeverer laws than wete uſually and in ordinary times to 
be reſorted to. Sedition was unqueſtionably the reigning 
crime of theſe days, as was evident from the lords report; to 
check ſedition and the doctrines that provoked it, fome ad4i- 
tional puniſhment ſhould be held out i ferrerem. The bill 
was not however of that very rigorous and relentleſs ſeverity 
, Which it was miſrepreſented to be: it enacted no puniſhment on 
the firſt offence, nor was the offender liable to its proviſions, 
unleſs he be convicted by a jury of the ſecond offence. ' Who- 
ever therefore is twice convicted of the fame crime, may juſtly 
be deemed and pronounced'a hardened offender in the fin of 
ſedition, and would defervedly be delivered over to the fate 

which his incorrigible obſtinacy called for and juſtified. 
Mr. Jenkinſon faw no reaſon why the proviſions of the bill 
ſhould be extended to Scotland; as required by an honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Sheridan). To -diicuſs the nature of the 
penal code that exifted in that country, was not at preſent the 
ſubject before the houſe; it mutt occur to every gentleman, 
however, that the bill could not be introduced into Scotland, 
without aftering the whole principle of the Scotch law. With 
regard to the difference in the magnitude of danger that ex- 
iſted in 1792, and at preſent, he agreed with his right honour- 
able friend (Mr. Dundas); it was not to be forgotten, how- 
ever, that there had exited a ſubſequent period {till more 
dangerous: he meant that which ſucceeded the trials for high 
treaſon. - A queſtion thence aroſe, why had not theſe” ſevere 
meaſures been propoſed when the danger ſeemed fo imminent? 
Becauſe the danger was abrupt and ſudden, and was not, as 
at preſent, regularly and ſyſtematically kept up and increaſed. 
More lenient meaſures were then tried, but to no purpoſe: the 
evil ſtill exiſted, was daily increaſing, and conſequently muſt 
be checked and extinguiſhed by ſeverer and more effectual re- 
medies. Mr. Jenkinſon, in the courſe cf his ſpeech, more 
than once alluded to the evidence before the Houte of Lords, 
touching the outrages committed on his Majefty, on the eighth 

- of October lat. 8885 

Mr. Jekyll faid, that the right honourable gentleman's en- 
deavour to extract from the evidence of the Houſe of Lords 
interence in {upport of the preſent violent and almoſt unpre- 
| cedented 
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cedented meaſure, had forced him to offer ſome ani madverſion 


to che patience of the Houſe, though they had already been 


ſo ably, copioufly, and eloquently diſculſed, that the chief 
effort incumbent upon him at that moment, was an avoid- 
ance of tautology.— The right honourable gentleman ought 
to have been replied to his honourable: friend near him, his 
Majeſty's Attorney General, who ſhould not have remained 
ſilent, as a conſtitutional lawyer, when he heard ſuch de- 
ductions attempted from ſuch ſources of teſtimony, which 
except the individual miſcreant, who raiſed his facrilegious 
hand againſt the perſon of the Monarch, implicated no one 
elſe, and fat leſs any body of men in any indictable offence. 
As to that offence po man doubted, anc fill leſs honourable 
and learned ſerjeant ( Mr. Adair,) who he lamented had left the 
Houſe, that it was high treaſon, and for the puniſhment of 
which, no ſuch bill as the-preſent was neceflary. IF 
Io ſhew the ſevetity of the laws already in in forcey he 
would only advert to a late trial, (that of the Rev. Mr. Win- 
terbotham) at which he had been preſent; There the defen- 
dant was charged with ſedition, and it was even a-quellion of 
doubt with the jury whether they ſhould find. him gnilty. 
He aſked if the.cumulative ſentence 'of Mr, Wiinte: botham 
for the two offences;(a ſive years bitter impriſonment, ) wus 1 
adequate, without ſuperadding the honor of tranſportation, 
almoſt, too the only ſolitary inſtance of repetition of offenees 
of that ſpecies, — the anly one he believed; yet now a general 
law was thought necellary on the ſubject. His ſentence was, 
for the two ſeparate offences, five years impriſonment in 
Newgate. He repcobated' the increating of the fanguinary 
catalogue of laws, which the judges hadexercilſed"tn.his caſe, 
in inflicting; two years impriſonment, would{ now be done 
away, as the judges, would be obliged. to deeide in the terms 
of the act. Ile begged leave to appeal to the experience of 
the Roman times, and the page of their hiſtory, in proof of 
the conſequende and eſſt ct of ſeveral laws ; he. reminded the 
Houſe of the ſanguinary laws of the Roman kings, and aſxed 
how long the regal ſorm of government ſubſiſted? During 
the period of the republic the Poteian law repealed the penalty 
of death and the republic flouriſhed. -: Under the emperors 
the bloody enactments revived, and the empire crumbled. into 
duſt. In reply. to what had fallen from an honourable bart. 
(Sir W., Pulteney,) he would fay; that even on the han. 
member's admiſſion, this bill went to multiply, without ſtint 
and number that villainous horde of ſpies, informers; and per- 
Jured witneſſes, who had already fo often endangered the life, 
1 4 oy | property, 
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operty, - and reputation of innocent individuals who 
Under 2 bij like the preſent, might have ſent Rouſſeau during 
a temporary reſidence in this country, and after a ſecond edi- 
tion of his Social Contrae?, to all the miſeries of exile in the moſt 
inhoſpitable quarter of the globe. Who might have driven 
Mr. Hume for the Idea of a perfect commenwealth to anguiſh 
with Mu'r and Palmer, on the deſert ſhores of South Ame- 
rica, amidſt felons and outcaſts of the meaneſt claſs of infamy. 
Tus the bill was levelled. at the palladium of all freedom 
in a free country, and the Jiberty of opinion and the liberty of 
the preſs. EGS e 

An honourable friend of his (Mr. Harriſon,) had put a 
queſtion he would repeat to every.hogourahle and learned 
member of bis own profeſſion in that Houle, Was there 
any lawyer there chat would get up in his place, and aver 
that for the various crimes; of treaſon, conſpiracy and ſedi- 
tion; even if the two latter could be cheiged, as the right 
honourable gentleman, (Mr. Jenk inſon,) had contended irom 
the Lords report, that there were nat ſtatutes on the table to 
puniſh them? Why then this harſh and cruel bill! ! 
According as he did, with the opinion of bis honourable 
friend, (Mr. Sheridan) he was confident it would increaſc 
the affections of his Majeſty towards him if he ſhould come 
down to the Houſe and give his veto 10 the bills. His mini- 
ſters had for a ſeries of years practiſed deluſions on the people, 
and now they attempted to delude the Parliament, and the 
ſovereign bimſelf, by making him believe there were men 
in the countty who wiſhed to dethrone him, and ſubvert the 
conſtitution. Feeling it thereſore his duty to make this laſt 
effort againſt a bill Which appeared to him to be ſo abomin- 
able, ſcandalous and inſernal, and intended by miniſters as 2 
bulwark to ſhelter them from the juſt indignation of the people, 
he depreciated iis ever paſſing into a la. 

The Attorney Gen. ſaid he had heard of! uage reſembling 
that of the laſt hon. ſpeaker having been ea out of doors, 
but he did not expect to have heard any thing ſo intemperate 
in that houſe. One of the Bills to which the honourable gen- 
tleman had applied ſuch extraordinary epithets had already 
received the ſanction of Parliament, and the other was that 


day brought forward to be read a third time. Theſe Bills, 


thus ſanctsoned, the honourable gentleman had thought. pro- 
per to call abominable, ſcandalous and inſernal. With reſpect 


to the Bill then before the houſe, which had been thus cha- 


racteriſed, if gentlemen would examine it fairly and impar- 
tially, they find it to be nothing more than a legiſlative expo- 


lay 
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{ay that theſe acts went farther than that ſtatute ; for by them 
the ſtatute of Edward III. was only made more explicit and 
defined; and this parliamentary Jechaigida, to ſhew what the 
law is, was wiſe and neceſlary, as the ſubje ds of the kingdom 
ought to know, and perfectly underſtand, that the law of 
treaſon, and all the found and wholeſome laws of the country 
were impartially dealt out to them, eſpecially thoſe on which 
their lives depend. With regard to the firſt clauſe of the Bill, 
no doubt aroſe upon that; in reſpe&t to the proviſion which 
applied to the overawing of parliament, it was fit to tell the 
ſubject whether bills were to be formed on certain circumſtances 
amounting to offence; and it was alſo neceſſary that judges 
and juries ſhould know the ſame. It was the duty of parlia- 
ment to make fo intereſting a ſubject evident to every capa- 
city. In tact there was nothing new in the Bill, except the 
clauſe which he had” juſt alluded to, the clauſe: reſpected the 
overawing of parliament. That part was a meaſure of legi- 
fative prudence which fel] now to be conſidered, and the 
houſe would determine whether it ought to be adopted for three 
years, or rejected. Were gentlemen not convinced of its 
neceflity? That queſtion he decided for himſelf ; he did not 
pretend to decide it for any other, He owned he was not a 
littie ſurpriſed to ſee gentlemen atte&t to know nothing of the 
ſocieties that had cauſed ſuch juſt alarms, or of the pernicious- 
doclrines they had propagated and taught; eſpecially after 
ſuch convincing evidence had fo repeatedly been given that 
ſuch was the tendency of their principles and proceedings. 
Could their innocence be proved, and that the preſent mea- 
ſures were not neceflary, he would be one of the firſt to reſiſt. 
thoſe very meaſures which he at preſent felt it his duty earneſt- 
ly to recommend and ſteadily to ſupport. 

Mr. Attorney took a view of the diftcrent political ſocieties, 
and of the ſource from whence they ſprung. France and 
French principles he looked upon as their fruitful parent. 
Hence the mother ſocieties; hence the affiliated ones that - 
ſpread themſelves over the whole ſurface of che country. The 
engines they employed to diffuſe their principles, were libels, 
{editious meetings, and induſtriouſly diſſeminating an idea that 
their numbers were immenſe ; at one time they boaſted that 
they amounted to three hundred thouſand ; at another they had 
{tated themſelves as forming the majority of the nation. 

Their progreſs had ſince been ſomewhat checked by the late 
trials for high treaſon, and the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Car- 
{us Act; but ſcarcely were theſe reſtraints and intimidations 

Vol. II. 1795. ;* 5 removed 


Fil removed; but they had reared anew their heads with re- 
4 novated hardihood, If he did not know theſe things, he 
could not defend the Bills. It was neceſſary at this time to 
give up a part of the valuable privileges of the Conftitution, 
that we might not Joſe their enjoyment for ever. It had been 
9 urged that this Bill was all a pretence to introduce a new law 
+4 reſpecting miſdemeanor, for the purpoſe of preventing all 
meetings for the diſcuſſion of the important ſubject of parlia- 
mentary reform; Did gentlemen mean to fay that which 
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to proſecute, that he did not ſtate to the jury that he would 
rather have the gown itripped from his back than afk them to 
give a verdict contrary to their conſciences. In the caſe of 
miſdemeanor, there was no alteration of the law, until the 
ſecond offence,” and even then the mercy of the ſovereign 
could'be interpoſed, if ic ſhould be found that the caſe either 
merited or required it, This was a proper and conſtitutional 
qualification to the laws, and no rational and reflecting man 
1 would deny that what ought to be an object of general pre- 
5 vention, ought certainly to have a ſpecific puniſhment legally 
attached to it. | 
Mr. Fox entirely agreed with his honourable and learned 
friend (Mr. Jekyll) in thinking that there were no terms of 
reprobation and contempt too ſevere for the two important bills 
which miniſters had brought on the ſudden into parliament, 
After hearing ſeveral ſpeeches of the learned gentleman (the 
Attorney General) with all the attention of which he was 
capable, and after examining minutely the amendments which 
the bill had undergone in the committee, he confeſſed that at 
that moment, as much as ever he was diſpoſed to object to 
every title and clauſe of it. He ſtill retained the ſame ob- 
jections againſt the clauſes relative both to ſedition and miſde- 
meanor that he had ever entertained. He was prejudiced 
againſt the bill from its very preamble. An outrage had been 
committed upon the perſon of the fovereign, and a new en- 
actment was made: not for the better ſecurity of the life of the 
King; fot that was jmpoſſible, but to conſtitute an attempt to 
overawe'the houſes'of parliament into a ſubſtantive treaſon. 
He was told that the preſent bill was merely declaratory ; and 


he was told, at the fame time, that it was merely temporary, 
| a tem- 


11 was formerly legal with reſpect to that object would now be 
TY illegal? He was confident no ſuch aſſertion could be main- 
8 tained. He had heard over and over again of the cruelty of 
% Y the proſecutions, and the ſeverity of the puniſhments for ſe- 
. dition. He could with confidence declare that there never 
IN had been a caſe of the kind, in which he had been called upon 
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a temporary declaratory bill, he had no heſitation to pronounce 
an abſurdity, and a contradiction in terms, 

That the bill went to create new treaſons had been conſi- 
dently denied; he mult however affirm the direct contrary and 
allert that it did create new treaſons, if it was admitted that there 
was any difference between an act being high treaſon, and an act 
being only evidence of high treaſon, At preſent an overt act was 
an evidence of high treaſon; but by the proviſions of this 
bill, thoſe acts which were before only evidence of treaſon, 
became in themſelves ſubſtantive trealons. Aud if new ſub- 
ſtantive treaſons were created, new conſtructions would be 
made upon theſe treaſons, ſo that not only all the conſtructions 
of the preſent itawte would be conſtituted into ſubſtantive 
treaſons, but new conſtructions would ariſe upon thele new 
created treaſons, which would perplex the ſtatute to a degree 
that would render it impoſſible to be fairly underſtood. He 
had no objection to a declaratory. bill, explanatory of the 
ſtatute of Edward the third, by which it might be reduced to 
its plain, ſimple. and original meaning. Ihe preſent. bill, 
however, he did not coni:der to be by any means calculated 
for that purpoſe. It was, indeed, the faſhion, to ſay, that it 
was neceflary to give ſome additional ſecurity to the perigg of 
the ſovereign. He would neverthelets contend, and maintain 
that it was not the natural effect of the extenſion of penal 
laws to confer ſecurity z and he appealed to the hiſtory of the 
world for the truth of his opinion. Was there ever an inſtance 
in any country in Which the fovereign, whether he was in- 
dividual, or whether that power was deputed to au aſſembly, 
was indebted for ſecurity to the ſeverity of a penal code. Hie 
called upon the houſe to look into the hiſtory of the bad times 
of the world and to compare his obſervation. with facts; and, 
if they were not ſatified with that compariſon, he deſired that 
they would judge of it upon the experience of more modern 
times. If they looked at the fall of the late unfortunate King 
of France, they would find that his fate was not owing to the 
lav's againſt treaſon being too mild and moderate; the laws of 
France upon that ſubject were ſanguinary enough to, ſuit the 
palate of any gentleman in that houſe, When Robeſpierre 
tell, the laws againſt treaſon were certainly ſanguinary enough. 
Wen the King of Sweden fell, the laws there againſt treaſon 
were ſanguinary enough. Sa, in the times of Charles, the 
rſt and ſecond; aud ſo in all the hiſtory of our country, in 
which plots real or imaginary had ever been talłked of. What 
leflon theretore did thoſe hiſtorical records hold out? That the 
deverity of the laws of treaſon rather tended to create than 

3 U deſtroy 
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' deſtroy and put an end o plots againſt go ernment and the 
perſon of the ſupreme governor. All thoſe outrages nad not 
i ariſen from an imperfection in the treaſon laws, but from a 
1 fanaticiſm or enthufiatm of the people, when ſeeing and feeling 
1 their liberties invaded. Ihe preſent bill might occaſion the evils 
| it aimed to prevent, or which object in his opinion the provi- 
ſions were not adapted. From what time were the regulations 
of the preſent bill borrowed ? Were they not copied from the 
reign of Charles the ſecond, a prince ' againſt whom, cer- 
tainly, not the feweſt perional attacks had been directed. As 
far then as the bill reſpected the law of treaſon, in his opinion, 
it created new ſubſtantive treaſons, by conſtituting an attempt 
to overawe the parliament, an overt act of treaſon. He 
would not ſuppoſe that the framers of the bill intended that an 
attempt to overawe the parliament, by the violence of prayer 
and of petition, ſhould be conſidered as an overt act of trea- 
ſon. If however they meant to affix the penalty to hoſtilities 
directed againft parliament, the proviſion, he conſidered, as 
ſuperfluous; as it would be impoſſible ro wage hoſtilities 
againſt either houſe of parliament, without, in the firſt place, 
making an attack upon the perſon of the ſovereign. It had 
been ſtated, that a convention had met for the expreſs purpoſe 
of overawing the legiſlature ; but of this he had never heard 
any thing that could be conſidered as proof, aſſertions he had 
heard in abundance, He had ſome material objections to 
another "clauſe reſpecting treaſon, which had been ſomewhat 
altered in the committee, but which in ſome reſpects had not 
been altered for the better, The clauſe to which he re- 
ferred was that in which the words © writing or overt 
act or 'deed” occurred. The word other was put out, but 
he could not underſtand what was meant by the words 
that were ſuffered to remain, If there was either ſenſe or 
grammar in the expreſſion, ſomething elſe than an overt ect 
was meant. And if writing was contra-diſtinguiſhed from 
an overt act to be confidered as a ſubſtantive treaſon, he 
demonded with what propriety, or upon what grounds, it 
was declared, that the preſent bill was merely explanatory of 
the ſtatute of Edward the third? | | 
Having faid thus much upon the treaſon part of the hill, which 
he thought the leaſt objectionable, he proceeded to remark 
upon the clauſe reſpecting miſdemeanor. And here alfo it was 
contended, that the bill did not go to create any new miſde- 
meanor, which he poſitively denied, becauſe under the bill 
the judge would have it in his power to ſay to the jury. Do 
you find that theſe words and ſentences were ſpoken 2 a 
eſign 
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deſign to excite the hatred and contempt of the people againit 
the houſe of commons as at preſent conſtituted ;*” and if the 
jury ſhould find ſuch a defign to be proved, the court would 
have nothing to do but to claim the right of explaining the 
law, and, under the legal conſtruction of the act, to enforce 
its penalties. Upon this principle a meeting conld not be held 
with a view to petition for a reform in parliament, without 
incurring the penalties denounced in the proviſions of the act. 
With regard to the penalty of tranſportation for the ſecond 
offence, he did not think that the arguments which he had 
urged, on a former night, had ever been anſwered, He had 
alerted what he was not diſpoſed then to retrat; that the 
ſame offence ought never to be puniſhed with different penal- 
ties, particularly when there were different ſhades and degrees 
in the offence. The learned gentleman had pleaded the 
power of his Majeſty to pardon, as an extenuation of the ſe- 
verities of the act. This privilege Mr. Fox cunſidered as 
abſolutely neceſſary in a government ſimilar to that of Eng- 
land; but there was a wide diſſerence between this privilege 
when applied to general and political crimes. It was notorious, 
that this privilege of the King was controlled in its exerciſe 
by his miniſters. In caſes of felony he would truſt the com- 
paſſion of almoſt every miniſter, but in ſtate proſecutions 
he would be backward in truſting any miniſter; becauſe theſe 
were circumſtances in which miniſters were particularly in- 
tereſted. It was ſaid that ſedition was the reigning crime of 
the day: if it was, it looked ill for adminiſtration; becauſe 
popular. diſcontent was the uſual and indeed the natural conſe- 
quence of miniſterial miſconduct, and he ventured to predict, 
that if the preſent ſyſtem was obſtinately purſued, ſtill more 
alarming conſequences would enſue. © Such laws as the pre- 
{ent bills would conſtitute propoſed againſt ſedition, were to 
him objects of abhorrence, becauſe they were novelties un- 
known to the Englith conſtitution. - He was more and more 
convinced of the rectitude of his opinion, when he reflected 
on the deteſtable ſyſtem of criminal law practiſed in Scotiand, 
the iniquitous and cruel ſentence of the court of juſticiary 
in which part of the kingdom, his Majeity's miniſters had not 
only ſanctioned but elaborately defended. ] he trial of Mr, 
Muir, and the other unfortunate geritlemen who ſuffered a 
ſimilar fate, Mr. Fox could never think of without expreſſing 
his utmoſt abhorrence. The ſentence was an eternal diſgrace 
to the court; andthe Scoteh judge w·h̃ had athrmed, that no 
puniſhment was too ſevere for the man who was guilty of fedi- 
tion, that the wretch ought to be-expoſed to Rani” 

| at 
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that judge, Mr. Fox ſaid, merited the univerſal execration g 
manKkind, and it would entail laſting diſgrace on the preſent 
times, as nothing more harſh, brutal, and unfecling was to 
be found in the arbitrary and oppreſſive reigns of Charles 
the ſecond, and Queen Mary. 

In che bill before the Houle, the abominable and intolerant 
ſpirit of the Scotch court was attempted to be eitabliſhed. 
Ihe proceedings were a national diigrace, and were not ex- 
celled in the barbarous code of the moſt barbarous ages. Hail 
Mr. Muir's caſe been ſubmitted to an Engliſh Jury, he 
would, undoubtediy, have been acquitted; but, whether 
totally acquitted or not, he was fully perſuaded that be never 
would have been conſigned to the ſufterings which he had ex- 
perienced. [he noble and generous ſpirit of England would 
have revolted at ſuch exceſſive and overſtrained puniſhments. 
Aud, it ought never to be forgotten, that, notwithſtanding 
the grand jury found the bills againſt the perſons tried at the 
Old Bailey, the petty jury acquitted them. He condemned 
the unlimited power which the bill was about to repole in the 
executive government. 

By the infamy of {pics and intrigues, both he and his coun- 
trymen were expoſed to the indignation of the court party for 
the time being. Ile deprecated ſuch an unconſtitutional 
power, and beſtou ed unbounded praiſe on our anceſtors {or 
their wiſdom iu reſiſting any appearance of ſuch abominable 
encroachmeats upon the liberties of the people. If the de- 
teſtable ſpirit of the Scotch law reſpecting ſedition were eſta- 
bliſhed in this country, then farewel to all liberty of ſpeech: 
then farewel to the familiarities of converſation. The ſervant 
who ſtood behind his chair, if wicked enough, might betray 
him; and, ſeduced by thoſe in power, might give informa- 
tion which would eadanger both his life and liberty. Ihe 
maid-ſervant of Mr. Muir had acted in a ſimilar manner: 
violating the confidence repoſed in every ſervant by a maſter, 
ſhe communicated to the friends of government the honeſt, 
undiſguited expreſſions of Mr. Muir's mind. All that he had 
frequently expreſſed was, a wiſh for reform of the abuſes which 
he daily law; and no good man could lay his hand upon his 
heart, and deny the rectitude of his mind, when provoked by 
fuch a ſyſtem as ſullied the country which gave it birth. 

Mr. — ſaid, that if Mr. Reeves ſhould be found gulty 
of the libel on that houſe, which had lately engaged their no- 
tice; if he ſhould be found to have recommended. and circu- 


lated another infamous libel againſt the conſtitution, written 


by Arthur Young ; and it he thould alſo be found to have 
| publiſhe! 
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publiſned at different times Jibels againſt the proteſtant diſ- 
ſenters, marking them out as a deſcription of people who 
ought to exterminated, he would even go upon his knees to 
beſtech his Majeſty, not to enforce againſt Mr, Reeves a ſen- 
tence of transportation. A good deal had been faid reſpecting 
his Majeſty's refuſing his affent to thoſe bills. His own with 
was for that prerogative of the crown to remain dormant -and 
quieſcent. It was a prerogative which he believed, would 
only be a favourite, while it was not attempted to be exer- 
ciſed. He truſted, that if the bills ſhould paſs, they would 
meet with a ſpeedy repeal. He rather truſted that the people 
would petition his Majeſty to diſſolve parliament, which was 
their undoubted right, if ever parliament had acted in ſuch a 
way as to require an interference of that kind. He rejoiced 
that on the preſent occaſion, the ſpirit of the people had ſhewn 
itſelf to be alive; and he truſted, that the diſplay which had 
been made of the energy of the public mind, would be at- 
tended with the happieſt effefts. The bills formed a criſis in 
the hiſtory of the country; inaſmuch as they were a depar- 
ture from the whole ſyſtem of the principles of the conſtitu- 
tion. The preſent bill was modelled upon an Act of Charles II. 
The people of England had, in his opinion, committed a 
worſe offence, by the unconſtitutional reftoration of that Mo- 
narch, than even by the death of Charles I. It was a mea- 
ſure which originated in a period when the parliament gave 
up to the king the difpoſal of the military force, and ſurren- 
tered the liberties. of the people, at the foot of the throne, 
There was one clauſe in the act of Charles the ſecond, which 
ſhewed the fpirit of thoſe times. By this clauſe it was made 
penal to ſay the king was a papiſt. And why? Becauſe ſuch 
was the preciſe fact. It was rather inauſpicious in the pre- 
ſent moment, that it ſhould be thought neceſſary that a dill 
ſhould he adopted to prevent people from telling the truth. 
No man would however fay that George III. was a -papift, 
What however was the object of the prefent bill ? By this bill 
men were forbidden to fpeak of the defects of 'government, 
and of thoſe abuſes which were growing up from day to diy, 
to deſtroy the ſpirit of the conftitution. If minifters had not 
been conſcious of the exiſtence of thoſe defects, they would 
not have forbidden men to diſcuſs them. He had fomewhere 
rea, that after the defeat of Brutus and Caſſus, 2 dreree had 
been paſſed that Auguſtus, who was then raiſed to the higheſt 
dignities of the ſtate, ſhould not be called a boy, prey ne ma- 
J'frati populi Romani detractaret. Auguſtus paſſed no fuch 
cecree at the latter end of his reign 3 nor did Tiberius, at 


any 
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any period, feel ſuch a decree to he necoſſary- H pre 
bill was a law againtt proclaiming the defects: of the c 
ſtitution, at a period when the go vc ment was every thy 

bringing on freſhi abuſes. The bill was itlelf an iritbletable: 

grievance, © This is the laſt opportunity, faid Mr. Fox, 

that I may have to ſtate my ſentiments with reſpect to theſe” 

bills. I feel it therefore incumbent upon me to declare, that 

my objections ſtill remain unimpaired. Fhe one is calculated 

to prevent the liberty of ſpecch; the other the hberty of 
writing and publiſhing. If theſe bills be carried into effect, 

and it their influence extend to the -natioual character, other 

nations will be enabled to lay, they who'wete once renowned» 
for conquering others, had made a thametul 8 of theat- 

ſelves. * 

The Chancellor. of the ®xcheqier aid, bees d. by a ſenſe 
of publick duty to anſwer ſome of the obſervations of *the . 
right honourable gentleman Who had juſt fer down,- and to 
fate free from obſcurity, or diſguiſe the true nature of the 
will, its objects and proviſions. He would however atthat- 
late hour trouble the Houſe with as few obſervations as poſ- 
{|ble. He agreed with the right honourable gentleman that 
the time when theſe bills were to be. enacted, for med a criſis in 
the political chiſtory of the country, hο doubt an importarit- 
criſis, when a ſet of dangerous and deſigning men with unpre- 
cedented attacks were ſecking to deſtroy we old and ym pe 
conſtitution of the country 

Tune queſtion then was, whether the ons, lords, and com- 
mons of this country, reſorting to the wiſdom of their an- 
ceſtors, from whom they derived the inhetitance of their go- 
vernment, ſhould, with wholeſome ehactments, meet the 
dangers which threatened it ; ; or whether they thould — a 
Subtle aud deſigning enemy from deſtroying it; whether 
their enemies allumed a mask. and now- carty on thoſe Tas 
ſecretly, waich no long time had elapſed lince they carried o 
2 the king, lords and commons of Great Britain-ſhoutd' 
ſnatefi: the conſttution from their graſp, ot ſurrender it to 
de mangled aud torn by theſe deteſted ſpoliators. 
One gentleman (Mr. ſeky) in 2 ſpeech apparently 
ſtudied, with a great den, of prepared and elaborate at- 
tack, had declared the bills to be iufernal, and uſed 
terms which, it meant to ;oharacteriſe thoſe bills; were too 
hyperbolical for the effuſious gf practical exaggeration;s A no- 
ther honourable-gentleman- (Mr. Sheridan) WhO had » 
been the champion excloſively of the democratic! part-of or 


oa conſtitution, had fait, ave h was by rank envi 
* + ada 49: 0 
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to demand an audience, he would beſeech the King to exert 
that power veſted in him by the conſtitution, of putring his 
we on theſe bills, What! did the honourable gentle- 

man think it would be decorous in a hereditary coun- 
ſellor of the crown, to go to his Majeſty with his advice to 
reject theſe bills, which were to be offered to him by the other 
two branches of the legiflature, as a teſtimony of their con- 
cern for the ſafety of his * 2 
hended a ſal enactment in ſupport of their own itu- 
tional rights * That honourable gentleman had gone ſo far as 
to ſay that ſuch a counſellor would receive immortal honour 
by ſuch advice. The right honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt, would adviſe his —_— not to put his negative on the 
dills, but immediately to diffolve his parliament, which he ſaid 
was his conſtitutional right. lt certainly was part of the 
powers and prerogative of the crown, to diſſolve the parlia- 
tnent3 but been a time when that right honourable 
gentleman was not quite ſo well convinced that ſuch diſſolu- 
tion was an unqueſtionable exerciſe of a juſt prerogative ; on 
the contrary,” the loug voice of the people was heard 
from all quarters, about twelve years ago, againſt a particular 
public meaſure, that honourable gentleman not only queſtioned 
the conflitutional right to diffolve in ſuch 1 but 
branded the diflolution which took place, as perfectly uncone 
ſtitutional. If his Majeſty ſhould have adviſers that would 
give ſuch counſel, he would only ſay, that they would not be 
thoſe who were in the habit of giving his Majeſty advice, and 
were ible for the udvice they gave. [th 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded in ſubſtance 


being enacted, he tr people in order to have 
them ſpeedily repealed. I am to find that the right 
honourable gentleman is become fo far a convert to the ſyſtem 
of moderation, that he looks to ſee how many he can bring 
to concur with him in endeavouring to' procure the repeal 4 
the bills, if they ſhould paſs into laws, and not with how 
many he may think it prudent to reſiſt their operation. I am 
to find that this doctrime of reſiſtance, on which fo much 

s was laid in àn earlier ſtage of the buſineſs, is not at this 
time uppermoſt in the mind of the right honourable gentle- 
man, I truſt that the avowal and juſtification of this'doc- 
ine will not ſink deeper in the minds of any part of the 
Vor. II. 1795. 31 com- 
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| run aud produce that, impreſliqa hich ſuch a princi- 
ple is calqul ted. to make on vio eu audhunchlightened minds, 
their iguorance be miſled and their paſhons enſlamed, 

dre ful a may be the conſequences on their futurs con- 
duct. N that the danger wbich was incurred to the 
peace, wil operate as a Warning 19 preveut gentlemen from 
raſhiy and haihily Gene . in the heat of. debate, 
which might produce the. moſt petniciots effects - they minds 
of, others, long. Nr 99 3 ee aud the more 
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preumble at did not ſtate truth, „ 
+#mble thatſe the #*tack'on his Majeſty the Toundmior of the 
Bill, and coritemied, thit though the Bill purported to be för 
the (eEarity of his M geſty's ee and the pt ſervation" of 
his gövern nent, it did not, in fact, tend to give ta eithet᷑ any 
+140] Tecurity!” If the right honodrabl"gentleman wad 
one farther, an read the latter part of the preambleg die 
ld have found that it was not fo'narrowed* and eorrfined 
as fle had deſcribed ; that it Rated not only the attack en is 
Majtfty, as the ground of the Bilſ, but alto the fc, Gus 
ſpeeches and publications of evil-diſpoſed perſons." 'Taoppe- 
ſition to the right honourable gentlemam,“ F maintenant 
the proviſions of the gil are calculated to give'grenter ſecuiit 
to his 'Majeſty's perſon and government, and that che 
ſtated in the preamble are commenſurate to all the objects 
which the Bill has in view. In all times, when the perſon 
of the Sovereign has been ſuppoſed to be endangered, a law 
in thoſe terms has been puſſecd. We late not Ww, for the firſt 
time, bringi ig forward a ſpeculative Act, of the ptobabſe oon- 
ſequences of Which we cannot ptetend to judge; but We are 
copying the wilfoth of our anceſtors; we ate adoptiſſg che 
ſalutary precautions of formet times. Acts, of which this 
2 tranfcript, werd paſſed in the reigns” ot Queen Elizabeth, 
and Charles thè ſecond. Elizabeth has been feproached ab an 
arbitrary Prineeſs: Ic is certain that her Te was threatened 
from many quarters. But how far is the charge that this 
Act is a weak and in fi cient meaſure, conſiſtent with the deſ- 
cription hien ha been given of her character? If ſhe wits 
an athitrary Prinerſe, it ſurely is not likely that, where her 
on preferVation was concerned, ſtre ſhould adopt meaſures 
inadequate to the purpoſe- Uhe pattiament” of Charles the 
ſecond has beon decuſed with making many ſacrihces'ro''the 
throne!” E is trot; thetefore, probable tas, in the & of 
their toyalty, and the ſuperabundanee oF their ꝝ , they thould' 
have neglected to put a fufficient guard τtαj,j,d the Ning's 
hetſon-. Thus does the reaſoning of thõſe gentlemen, ſo fat. 
atTeaft as concetus the efficacy of the rheaſure, retott upon 
theinfelves. © Sueh laws having paſſ id in chfferent periods of 
Gur hiſtory, anti having in no inſtance been found inadent, 
we hae ſttong and well-· grounded preſumption that they ate 
well enleulated th afford fecurity to the perfort of the Subereivnty 
Ley apply directly the pttraſties of treaſon to that ſpeeies of 
oftence againſt the perſon of the Sovereign, to which bf 
taey could only have eireuitouſly been brought — 
They conſtitute thoſe acts 2 which bös 
1820 3 2 fore 


ol Fey, of ſuc 
uch 
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= 7 have been * + Prove — — 
27 u I 40 r nd 
pre. Co en 


— . wh t9 have 
=> 5 the 7 — of the Sovereign; 1 ar heotes 


no deliberate... malicious... purpoſe, ; tb 
was cartie away by the impulſe of the moment; — 
meant by. .throwing the ſtone. only to mark more 
that ſentiment of 2 to his Majeſty, which . the 
clamours of diſapprobation among the ſurrounding multitudes 
and to expreſs his own feelings af reſentment, from the con- 
tinuance of the 2 575 It is poſſible (I do not ſay that it 
2 ej by bel ſound conſtruction. of. the law) even 
n with ingenuity, and enforced 
with 82 with his high. A7 whe not fail to be | {ge 


quittal. "The Rs. wy 


an AQ, to ren re rm te Sent all per e 
by ſubterſuge an 57 45 and 17 the remedy more 
ſimple, to diminiſh the danger, But it was ſaid, why not 


make a new 7 4a law! It was neceſlary that the pre- 


ſent ſhould be an enacting and not a . 10 law, be- 
:auſe it only made that (NY: I already. . Treaſoa hy tha 
atute of the 25th N reaſon under another 
branch, and to be laid in a Eos manner in the indich- 
ment. As to the, preſent Bill poking, new treaſons, which 
il not before known to the. law of England, in contradie- 
2 on Nen an aſſertion, he referred to the writings 
of a * Sir Matthew Foſter. Theſe . Jearned 
and 3 dges had 5 a bin of the different 
tes of Toe pt accompani ed with their own, comments. 
e object of the preſent All was Kleatly to define the uue 
1 of the old law, which was now only, to be drawn 
out of 2 lang ſeries of judicial expolitions. I was in order 
to guard againſt all ambigu uous and doubitul, u hats es) 


a un 24 it was 110 By to. provide 170 ee and 
ſt. not 1 be felt 28 


2 0 7 when the e of Ly th pri anger 
lic 
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eyes; ind at the door of parliament. The Bill allo made an 
inept e e ee, Wis 
denne by any long dedudtion of argument, t prove che 
neceſſity of ſuch a precaution at a moment when theft exi- 
ed {bbicties hoſtile to the authority and "exiſtence" of par- 
lament?” Thoſe Tocieties, meeting under the fpeciey pre- 
text of parſiamentar̃y reform; and the right of petitioning, Gi 
ployed'@& languige which ſufficiently ſhewed how far” thoſe 
were their real objects. They declared that the five hun- 
dre#ahd eighty- eight gentleman of St. Stephen's Chapel 
might go about their buſineſs. © They took opportunity 
tovillify the charaſter of the legiſlative body, to expreſs their 
econtempt of its authority, and to ſhew how much they were 
diſpoſed to uſurp its functions, and, if poifible, annibfats its 
exiſtence. The right honourable gentleman has dealt nuch 
in general topics of declaration. * He ſaid that he had never 
found that the lives of Princes had been fuſe in proportion to 
the ſanguinary laws and the ſevere puniſhments. which had 
been inſtituted for their protection. Thos, I "muſt remark, 
that the preſent is no new ianguinary law, that it creates 0 
extraordinary ſeverity of puniſhment. If the right honppr- 
able gentleman thinks that the perſon of the Sovereign is 
not rendered ſafer by the puniſhments which the law has de- 
viſe® for his protection, this argument goes to repeal all the 
— laws of treaſon. He chuſes, however, to appeal to 
the y of experience, and to the example. of former 
periods of the hiſtory of this country. He aſks whether, not- 
withſtanding the exceflive loyalty of the parliament, and the 
extfeme vigour of the laws, there were not ſome real plots in 
the teign of Charles II. beſides the ſham plots that were 
ight forward to ſerve à particular purpoſe. That to the 
courſe of that reign the partiament made many ſhameful con- 
cefſions, Lam ready to admit; but I can by no means allow 
that it was a blind indiſcriminating ſpirit of devotion to the 
Monarch which gave riſe to the Act, of which the Bil? is the 
counter-part. Neither can I altow that thefe perſon, WU 
were concerned in effecting the reſtoration, left principle 
altogether out of their view, though, 'perti"ps, they negl ed 
to employ ſome precautions 'which' it oulF have been wile 
and proper to have adopted. In order ro rove that ſome re- 
gard was had tö 2 the Ack of the reſtoratibn, it is 
only neceſſary to refer to the hiſtory of the tines, and to the 
erſons Concerned in that event. * Hyde, "Fart of, Clatendon, 
and thoſe who were connected with him, were not meg en- 
vrely indifferent about the Engliſh conftitution, or likely 


m 
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be parties in a tranfa tion, ure its principles\wbrd entirety 
le out of contemplation. Hut with reſpect to thin particair 
Act, he had the ſanction of the venefable name df, Seffeant 
Maynardpwhowas one of the perſuns:thon employed i um- 
mg the Bill for the ſecurity of his Ma joſt ys: peffore. ImmE- 
diatcly aſter the reſtoration, this #u)v conſiitutſonal Hawyer 


had faid, * Pnut except for that event het hat bteꝶ n 


ove not ory ot ſuruiving lawyers, but therlaws,?* (Ane Chang 
ec}Jor of the Exchequer was reminded that theſe words were 
ſpoken not after the reſtoration, but after the revolution 
admit my error A＋theſe words were ſpoken after tie revalitiong 
and is it Jikely that the venerable perſon, who, dung the 
courſe of a long and honourable life, hud-pref-rved his attach 
ment to the cauſtitutibn, ſhould have ſo entirely totg de Ita 
ſpirit, or departod from its prineiples, in framing that Bil 
which had fo frequently been referred to in the diſouſſtion? 
But I wilt aſſe the right honourable gontieman, does he attri- 
bute the plots in the time of Chafles I. to the adoption ef new 
laws, andthe unufual ſcrerity-of pynithment? or does he not 
rather atirihute chem to the repeate$dbreaches of ſaua cothaiit- 
ted by that Mlonarch, and to che attdmpts which he mide; at 
different periods ofthis reign, to goverir without a/partinmm ent ? 
Among his otheratte*o:.5 to hiſtory the riglit honodrable pens 
tieman 'refers to the re itn of Robetfpiere.  He'palks, whether 
that tyrant derive$-any'ccurity from that ſyſtem of terror which 
he employed as the engine af his government, atid wE¶enh 0 
fupporied by a large military forte? f appeat to theÞB[bafs; how 
far this alluſion can, with ang propriety,” applytotheuprofert 
diſcuthion > I appeat to the kouſe, Ro far the qudftion;'whe- 
ther a la Wleſe, wanton, and *barbwrous ſyſtem of proſeription 
and carnage, is calculated to afford ſeeurity tothe tyranny 
from whicty it originates n poſſiby bear a conparifor wy 
we leſfect of thoſe regulations Mbich We are now employed in 
enacting for the ſecurity of his Majefty's! perſon, whe is the 
object of the-uffections of his people, and for thiproſervarion 
of tnat government, which is the beſt ple@ge”for- Heir happi- 
neſs. hall now very ſhortly-advett tothe ſecond payt of the 
bill; Which xc lates to miſdemennots. Phe firſt queſſſon ir, 
whether, inany poffible cuſe of miſdemeanar;” tranſpont tian 
is a pumſhmem which ought to be left to the diſoretian ef the 
court}. Miſdemeanors are undoubtedly of ver differens torts, 
and unJe#- (ney can be marked outah#gratt td wwfome fcale 
ofeviflative ration, it is norefary they in adjuſting the 
putidbrreaty! forrethife ſhould be left to diſcretion, © The 
miſdgemeariors/againſt!which the preſent bill is directed, 5 


- 
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tha mall. ferious de ſeriptiun. Fheyrara thate offences which 
are productive ofthe; work confeqaences, » which | miticats 
againſt the, wejfare of the whole community,» which are cal- 
culated; to diſturb he order, and interript: the tranquility of 
ſociety. If, we look toſſche ordinary opera n of law, and 
compare the ſpec ies of miflemeanors duſoribed in this bill, 
wit, other ef encey:,whiohcare at preſent mniſhabte irn 
(ranlportationy L appeal 40 te houle; whether:thats offen cov 
cif u point / of moral guilt, or of pubbd danger, are to be 
compated ita che acts age which ths Halt is cajoutared e 
guad The right  handurable gentkeman has deſcanted on 
the harmhip of the ſentence, and (talked of-thercompatiion 
due torindtyiduale, zun from having bern placed in a better 
ſuuation 0 dife, had been m O t οEtꝛude its. rorours. 
Ihattit is a ſente nes at all ties ſevero in itt opemtii i can 
not. hut mit that iti: oy e mare purttedlarly to πο 
pelſon whe is its i ect has eon platcd in ia retprctable und 
comfortable. lkuatignt; $144k 1 pet ſabl hauld be et / ed 
to abandon the — he had. hecin accuttomed, for 
companions at; avesy ricrentedeolcr wane nahethe ſhould h 
doamedifq;relingquith bignat vd 120 dgthaocmigrts au litu- 
aten, and Fandemeey}; taiafluuind with the: radeiti and vie 
ol, mepkind, is a Copbdaration-w ach mu htte im e 
every rnd wittr compa tron! Hut wh? gre HN cn ton 
tar cho 3nd duals wemuth reeavilecty fhaty aficjnittators, the 
(5,3 gol hie ver tothe publicyturamodneeeicveryrothe® 
cid ανi]νννi Mt recolldcty that i tna punithmgend 
beside pio the ſetiuatium bh cle adi iv idual held in 
logigt 5) and aha if ou ty if. more MIR H/ cited fromi eo 
conrad of ghaſerduantege he ino for foitedꝭ ſo alſu 
ne gnotmity o the crime aggypritedybylithe, ſame conſidera 
Long and hes He ing Ha ed: in al reſhact hie and'come 
octableſituadion ſubjrx c πDi,if t the:pmaitivs)of law 
Vanupgethg rempation tor wants alſa me apolatiry'foriofs 
tencg. If che ignorant and unenlightencd id vidual, cheibling 
4nd, gludedt inkkruments; is domi di to pumihmeni fort 
crime, whighy trom:the inſtructiom or the ctampla ot O hersy 
he has Jeagned £0, ge gardies 4 virtue, with - wha fentierenith 
raul, we log to the maſter work-mangp. war, perverts the ads 
Vailtaggs ot education) the talentsrota nature; and em- 
orerthe very dltiackions which he, det ies tum the ptoſeut 
oder dt. ſocietyn as means of attaekragainibthyecxatience of 
'peety aclelß L have only te call upon the houſe to conſidet 
ad dis the deſcription. of offence agaiulf which the puniths 
end is directed. It is not to apply twice to the offence that 
1 5 — may 


may have previouſly been committed, But to the ſecond in- 
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ance of offence after conviction. An objection was ſtarted 
that the ſpecies of crimes comprehended under the preſent bill, 
was of a deſcription of the nature of which it was not within 
the province of 2 jury to judge. His honourable friend (the 
Amy — Gama, to the houſe what is his own 
practice. He has always left to the jury to decide whether 
the innocent cauſe aſſigned was the real motive of the action; 
but in ftating this, he had ſtaied not only that mode of practice 
which is conformable to the liberality of his own ſentiments, 
but which is ſanctioned by the liberal ſpirit of the laws of Eng- 
land. There is no legal privilege which may not be m 

the pretext to cover the illegal actions. I muſt particu- 
larly remark, in order to obviate miſrepreſentation, that no- 
thing is made a crime by the preſent bill which was not before 
criminal, and ſubjected to a ſevere puniſhment by the com- 


mon law of England. After what 1 have faid, I have 
nothing further to add, as I conceive the bill to be 
ſupported on the plaineſt and ſimpleſt on which any 


legiſlative proviſion was ever offered to this houſe.” 
Mr. Fox roſe to explain. He ſaid, that the miniſter had 
taken the liberty to fay that he had that night rather conſidered 
what means to take the repeal of thoſe bills, than to ſee 
how many agree with him to reſiſt : Now,“ ſaid Mr. Fox, 
<« this is one of the moſt groſs miſrepreſentations that even he 
ever made againſt me; ſo groſs that I hardly know how to 
behave to him upon it. I do not know how to believe that 
any man, who has the feelings or the candour of a gentleman, 
could ſtate this. Is there another man in this who 
2 that this is 4 real — 1 TOES i — 
y ſo, or even any thing like it gentlemen wo 
do me juſtice. Did I ay any thing like what has been to- 
night imputed to me? Did I not ſtate the direct contrary, as 
to the doctrine of reſiſtence at leaft? I aſk this, becauſe I 
will not repeat all that I faid upon that ſubject. But left 
ſoine perſons may affect to ſay that I have ed my opinion 
upon that ſubject, I will ſtate again -L chat if acts paſs, of the 
deſcription of this which is now before, and that which has 
paſſed this houſe, which are manifeſtly to ſubvert the conſti- 


tution of this country, by a majority of parliament, againſt 


the decided will of the people; and they have no regular means 
of recovering their liberties, my — is, that then reſiſtance 
is a matter of prudence and not of morality, l certainly ſtated 
this opinion generally,” | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer felt himſelf called wer 
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e Mr. Fox, and he ſaid, be was glad the 
hoyourable ntleman had-explainedhiniſelf; He undere 
e in conſequenee of his explanation; to fubſeribe to an 
5 he thought reſiſtanee, on the part 
oof the people, was imprudent, even when the majority of 
them were againſt the law. He had eonceived the( original 
Ted et the conſtruction which he had put upon it. 
at if jority ot the people were againſt ee law, the 
people — — elit =={.No/ No ! "No wa reßbunded from 
fea 5 75 e.! I did not hear the right honourable gentle- 
man qualiſy the expteſſion aa he dees now ſaid the bun- 
ar of the Exchequer, © if be: fays be did, I ſhalt nor dif- 
pute it. What I underſtood. him to fay was; that if the 
ue of che people were againſt the law, then reſtſtance 
be, not. a queſtion of moraltty, but of 
2 in! the context of his . ſpeeches, either within" he 
houſe, or without this houſe, hehe been · moſt ſucceſsful to 
procute a majority egainſt theſe bills, .4-hall not determine. 
Whether he has, omitted in the houſe anything that he has 
ſa:d out of itz, I knownevts | Ae pu the Queſtion" to be à queſ- 
gan nat of mortality. but of prudenes becher this dene 
nom agrees to the temper of his mind I ſhall not det 
but Lmuſt ſay that it was at leaſt imprudent i in him.? 
Mr. Far. * N expreſſions are to — Miri; 
Lat that the ds ted fairly; I willrepeat them Whit” 
Lid, e ut het, bill be, as. I think them te be, paſſed 
—.— e gel dad: majority of the country, and executed: to 
— — of their proviſions. * being a lud cry of htur t” 
bean / He preceeded L deſue that my words may be 
taken own - Go God Sir] This is A ſec ond che 1˙ 
have heeg miſtepteſented this“ very night, and I inſiſt 
being heard h] 1- Mao evi every man of 'honour * 
r Ta #+ 4dr f to the extent of theit ptovſſtiora, 
andy which ee bo prevented fromb-enjoy-"' 
— rights Whether I did not then fay, I think it wilb 
be 2 queſtiui ot of morality, but of prude net, to reſiſt? 
and. hen. that» was taken „ reed 1 be * "nes. 
hap So © GS SMS 4 ens bill "v0 
lee me pc m ui antefers. 
en chere, wos e of a mover oY in fun 1 
made uſe ol ite bocauſe I was determined not to be miſtepre- 
[ently as:L have found tate are ſouie perſons 'who wiſh to 
mugegroſent me, I wilhic gain to be. u erſtood that I did 
not Fares; = reſiſtance, as that ꝗ on clearly proves. 
"Fo L. zþi behave: daſtardly indeed i 1 failed 
555 3K again 


g he. 
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again to ſay, that King, Lords, and Commons, united, may 
agree in a law, which it is the right of the people to reſiſt — 
which reſiſtance they may exerciſe at their diſcretion. This, 
Sir, is a real right in the people of this country, and I think 
this doctrine applicable to theſe bills. 


The houſe divided--- | 
Ayrs, (for the third reading) 226 
Nees, (againſt it) - 45 


Majority 181 
The bill was then read a third time, and ſtrangers were 
excluded, but Mr. Sheridan propoſed a clauſe by way of rider, 
the purport of which was, to take away the arbitrary power 
of the judges in Scotland, and to declare that they ſnould not 
be able to tranſport perſons for ſedition for more than ſeven 
years. The houſe divided. 


Ayes, (for the clauſe) . 27 
Noes, (againſt it) - I84 


| Majority 157 
The bill“ was then paſſed. Adjourned. 
ot HOUSE 


* Theſollowing is the Bill, as ſent to the Houſe of Lords, by whom it paſſe 
without amendment. 


A BILL, intituled an Act for the more effectually preventing 
Seeditious Meetings and Aſſemblies. 


| WHEREAS aſſemblies of divers perſons, collected for the purpoſa or under 
the pretext of deliberating on public grievances, and of agreeing on petitions, 
complaints, remonſtrances, declarations, or other addreſſes, to the King, or to 
both Houſes, or either Houſe of Parliament, have of late been made uſe of to 
ſerve the ends of factious and ſeditious perſons, to the great danger of the public 
peace, and may become the means of producing confuſion and calamities in the 
nation: | bes = 

Be it enacted by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this praſent 
Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, that no meeting, of any 
deſcription of perſons, exceeding the number of fifty perſons, (other than and ex- 
cept any meeting of any county, riding, or diviſion, called by the lord lieutenant, 
cuſtos rotulorum, or ſheriff, of ſuch county; or a meeting called by the convener 


of any county or ſtewartry in that part of Great Britain called Scotland; or any 
meeting called by two or more juſtices of the peace of the county or place where 


ſuch meeting ſhall be holden; or any meeting of any county, having different 
tidings or divikons, called by any two juſtices of any one or more of ſuch ridings 


or divifions z or any meeting called by the major part of the grand jury of the 
| ; county's 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, December 11. 


PETITIONS, 


The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to preſent a petition for Edin- 
burgh, ſigned by eight thouſand inhabitants, which he had 
mentioned on a former day ; before he-defired that it might 
de read, he wiſhed however to fay a few words, becauſe 

| much 


county, or of the diviſion of the county, where Such meeting ſhall be holden, at 
their general aſſiaes or general quarter ſeſſions of the peace; or any meeting of any 
city, or borou,h, or town corporate, called by the mayor or other head officer 
af ſuch city, ot borough, or town corporate; or any meeting of any ward or di- 
viſion of any city or town corporate, called by the alderman or other head officer 
of ſuch ward or divifiun z or any meeting of any corporate body), ſhall be holden, 
for the purpoſe or on pretext of conſidering of or preparing any petition, com- 
plaint, remonitrance, or declaration, or other addreſs, to the King, or to both 
Houſes, or either Houſe. of Parliament, for alteration of matters eſtabliſhed in 
church or ſtate, cr for the purpoſe or on the pretext of deliberating upon any 
grievance in church or Rate, unleſs notice of the intention to hold ſuch meeting, 
and of the time and place when and where the ſame ſhall be propoſed to be hole 
den, and of the purpoſe for which the ſame ſhall be propeſed to be holden, ſhall 
be given, in the names of ſeven perſons at the leaſt, being houſeholders refident 
within the county, city, or place where ſuch. meeting ſhall be propoſed to be 
holden, whoſe places of abode and deſcriptions ſhall be inſerted in ſuch notice, 
and which notice ſhall be given by public advertiſement in ſome public newſpaper 
uſually circulated in the county and divifion where ſuch meeting ſha!l be holden 
five days at the leaſt before ſuch meeting ſhall be holden, or ſhall be delivered in 
manner herein-after mentioned; and that ſuch notice ſhall not be inſerted in any 
ſuch newſpaper unleſs the authority to inſert ſuch notice ſhall be ſigned by ſeven 
perſons at the leaf, being houſeholders reſ.dent within the county, city, or place 
where ſuch meeting ſhall be propoſed to be holden, and named in ſuch notice, 
and unleſs ſuch authority, ſo figned, ſhall be written at the foot of a true copy of 
ſuch notice, and ſhall be delivered to the perſon required to infert the ſame in any 
ſuch newſpaper as aforeſaid ; which perſon ſhall cauſe ſuch notice and authority to 
be carefully preſerved, and ſhall alſo, at any time after ſuch notice ſhail have 
deen inſerted in ſuch paper, and within fourteen days after the day on-which ſuch 
meeting ſhall be had, produce ſuch notice and authority, and cauſe a true copy 
thereof (if required) to de delivered to any juſtice of the peace for the count. 
city, town, or place, where ſuch perfon ſhall refide, or where ſuch newſpaper 
ſhall be printed, aud who thall require the ſame; und in cafe any perfon ſhall in- 
fert an 7 luch notice in any newſpaper, without ſuch authority as atoretaid, or in 
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much more than common arts had been uſed to prevent people 
from ſigning it, and inducing them to ſign the other petition 
reſented by a noble duke a few days ſince (the Duke of 
ortland). To convince the houſe that no unfair means 
. | had 


caſe any perſon to whom any ſuch notice and authority ſhall have been delivered 
for the purpoſe of inſerting ſuch notice in any ſuch newſpaper as afdreſaid, ſhall 
refuſe to produce ſuch notice and authority, or to deliver a true copy thereof, b-- 
ing thereunto required as aforeſaid, within three days after ſuch production and 
copy, or either of them, ſhall have been fo required, every ſuch perſon, for every 
ſach offence, ſhall forfeit the ſum of fifty pounds to any perſon who ſhall ſue for 
the ſame. 

Provided always, nevertheleſs, and be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
ſald, that it ſhall be lawful to deliver any ſuch notice as aforeſald, figned by the 
ven perſons in whoſe names ſuch notice ſhall be given, with their places of abode, 
and deſcriptions, five days at the leaſt before the day on which ſuch meeting ſhall 
bo holden, to the clerk of the peace of the county, riding, or divifion, within 
which ſuch meeting ſhall be propoſed to be holden 3 and ſuch clerk of the peace 
ſhall forthwith, and without delay, fend a true copy of ſuch notice, with ſuch 
fignatures and additions as aforeſaid, to three juſtices of the peace at the leaft, of 
ſuch county, riding, or diviſion, then reſident within ſuch county, riding, or 
divilion; or in caſe the juſtices of the peace of the city, borough, or town 
where ſuch meeting {hall be propoſed to be holden, ſhall have excluſive jurif- 
6iQion, then to three of ſuch juſtices, if ſo many ſhall then be reſident within 
ſuch juriſdiction, and if not, then to ſo many of ſuch juſtices as ſhall be reſident 
within ſuch excluſive juriſdiction; and in ſuch cafe, ſuch notice ſo given by ſuch 
means as aforeſaid, ſhall be as effeQual, to all intents and purpoſes, as if the 
ſame had been given by public advertiſement, inſerted in any ſuch newſpaper as 
aforeſaid. 


And be it further enaQed by the authority aforeſaid, that all meetings of any 
deſcription of perſons, exceeding the number of filty perſons, (other than and ca- 
cept as afoteſa d), which ſhall be holden without ſuch previous notice as aforeſa'd, 
for the purpoſe or on the pretext of conſidering of or preparing any petition, com- 
plaint, remonſtrance, declaration, or other addreſs, to the King, or both Houſes, 
or either Houſe of Parliament, for alteration of matters eftabliſhed in church or 
ate, or for the purpoſe or on the pretext of deliberating on any grievance in 
church or tate, ſhall be deemed and taken to be unlawful aſſemblies. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that if any perſons, excee - 
ing the number of fiſty, being aſembled contrary to. the proviſions herein - 
before contained, and being required or commanded by any one or nre juſtice or 
juſtices of the peace, or by the ſheriff of the county or his under ſheriff, or by 
the mayor or ether he:d officer or juſtice of the peace of any city or tow coi» 
porate, where ſuch aſſembly ſhall be, by proclamation to be made in the King“ 


name 
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had been uſed to get ſignatures to this petition, and that no 
improper perſons, or. any under age, had been allowed to ſign 
it, he would read a certificate to that effect, ſubſcribed by the 
committee appointed to inſpect the ſigning of it, and when he 
read 


name, in the ſorm herein - aſter directed, to diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably to 
depart to their habitations, or to their lawful buſineſs, ſhall, to the number of 
twelve or more, notwithſtanding ſuch. .proclamatiou made, remain or continue 
together by the {pace af one hour after ſuch command or requeſt made by pro- 
clamation, that then ſuch contiauing tog-ther to the number of twelve or more, 
after ſuch command or requeſt made by proclamation, ſhall be adjudged felony 
without benefit of clergy, and the offende:s therein ſhall be adjudged felons, and 
ſhall ſufter death, as in caſe of felony without benefit-of clergy... 

And be it further enadled by the authority Vorcſaid, that the order and form 
of the proclamation to be made as aforeſaid ſhall be as hereafter followeth ; (that 
is to ſay), the juſtice of the peace, ox other perion authorized by this act to make 
the ſaid proclamation, ſhall, among the ſaid. perſons aſſembled, or as near to 
them as he can ſ.ſely come, with a loud voice command, or caufe to be com- 
manded, ſilence to be, while proclamation is making, and, after that ſhall openly 
and with a loud voice make, or cauſe to be made, proclamation in theſe words, 
or like in effect. 


© OUR Sovereign Lord the King chargeth and commandeth all perfons being 
© aſſembled immediately to diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably to depart to their 
© habitations or to their lawful buſineſs, upon the pains contained in the act, 
© made in the thirty- ſixth year of King George the third, for the more effefFually 
© preventing ſediticus mectings and aſſemblies. | 
© GOD ſave the KING. 


And be it further enaQed by the authority aforeſaid, that in caſe any meeting 
ſhall be holden, in purſuance of any ſuch notice as aforeſaid, and the purpoſe for 
which the ſame ſhall in ſuch notice have been declared to be holden, or any mat- 
ter which ſhall be in ſuch notice propoſed. to be propounded or deliberated upon at 
ſuch meeting, ſhall purport that any matter or thing by law eſtabliſhed may be 
altered otherwiſe than by the authority of the King, Lords, and Commons, in 
Parliament aflerabled, or ſhall tend to incite or ſtir up the people to hatred or 
contempt of the perfon of his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, or of t e govern- 
ment and conſtitution of this tealm, as by law efta-lithed, it ſhall be lawful for 
one or more juſtice or juſtices, or the ſheriT of the county where ſuch meeting 
thall be, or for the mayor or other head officer, or any juſtice of the peace of any 
city or town corporate, where any ſuch meeting ſhall be, by proclamation, to re- 
quire or command the perſons there, aſſembled to diſperſe themſelves ; and 
it any perſons, to the number of twelve or more, being ſo required or com- 
ended, by proclamation to be made in the King's name, in the form berein- 
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read their names, he was ſure there were many noble lords 
who muſt know that they were as reſpectable as any that 
could be mentinned. They were James Mansfield, Henry 
Erſkine, Chartes Hay, Robert Ferguſon, and a few more 

equally 


before directed, to diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably to depart to their habita- 
tions, or to their lawful buſineſs, ſhall, to the number of twelve or more, not- 
withſtanding ſuch proclamation made, remain or continue together by the ſpace 
of one hour after ſuch command or requeſt made by proclamation, that then 
ſach continuing together to the number of twelve or more, after ſuch command or 
requeſt made byproclamation, ſhall be adjudged felony without benefit of clergy, 
and the offenders therein ſhall be adjudged felons, and ſhall ſuffer death, as in 
caſe of felony without benefit of clergy. | 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that if any one or more 
juice or juſtices of the peace, prefent at any meeting requiring ſuch notice 2s 
aforeſaid, ſhall think fit to order any perſon or perſons who ſhall at fuch- meeting 
proceed to propound or maintain any propoſition for altering any thing by law 
eſtabliſhed, otherwiſe than by the authority of the King, Lords, and Commons, 
in Parliament aſſembled, or hall wilfnlly and adviſedly make any propoſition, 
or hold any diſcourſe, for the purpoſe of inciting and ſtirring up the people to 
hatred and contempt of the perſon of his Majeſty, his heir, or ſucceſſors, or the 
government and conſtitution of this rcalm, as by law eſtabliſhed, to be taken into 
cu ody, to be dealt with according to la]; and in caſe the ſaid juſtice or juſtices, or 
any ct them, or any peace officer acling under their or any of their orders, ſhall be 
abſtructed in taking into cuſtody any perſon or perſons ſv ordered to be taken into 
cuſtody, then and in ſuch caſe it ſhall be lawful for any ſuch juſtice or juſtices 
thereupon to make, or cauſe to be made, ſuch proclamation as aforeſaid, in man- 


ner aforeſaid; and if any perſons, to the number of twelve or more, being required 


vr commanded by ſuch proclamation to diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably to de- 
part as aforeſaid, ſhall, ta the number of twelve or more, notwithſtanding ſuch 
proclamation made, remain or continue together by the ſpace of one hour after 
ſuch command or requeſt made by proclamation, that then ſuch coatinuing together 
to the number of twelve or more, after ſuch command or requeſt made by pro- 
c'amation, ſhall be adjudged felony without benefit of clergy, and the offendezs 


therein ſhall be adjudged felons, and ſhall ſufter death, as In caſe of felony with- 
out benefit of clergy. | 


And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that every juſtice and 
juftices of the peace, ſheriff, under ſheriff, mayor, and other head officer afore- 
fa'd, is and are hereby authorifed and empowered, on notice or knowledge of any 
ſuch meeting or aſſembly as is herein-before mentioned, to reſort to the place 
where ſuch meeting or aſſembly ſhall be, or ſhall be intended to be holden, or to 
any part thereof, ana there to do, or order or cauſe to be done, al ſuch acts, mar- 


rers, and things, as the caſe may require, which they are hereby ena! led to do, af 
| ord! 
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equally well known and reſpected. When he ſaid that nobod 

had ſigned it that was not of ſufficient age, it was becauſe 
ſome very young gentlemen, who thought it would be a man- 
ly thing to have their names there, had wiſhed to fign it, but 


were 


ordered to be done, or which they are otherwiſe by law enabled to do, or ordered 
to be done; and it ſhall be law ful for all and every juſtice of the peace, ſheriff, 
under ſheriff, mayor, and other head officer as aforefaid, to take and require the 
aſſiſtance of any number of conſtables or other officers of the peace, within their 
reſpective diſtricts or within the diftri& or place wherein every ſuch meeting as 
herein-before mentioned ſhall be holden 3 which conſtables and other officers ot the 
peace are hereby required to attenUl accordingly ſuch juſtices, ſheriff, under ſheritt, 
mayor, or other head officer reſpectively, and to give ſuch aſliſtance as ſhall be 
neceſſary for the due execution of this act. 


And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that if ſuch perſons ſo 


aſſembled as aforeſaid, or twelve or more of them, aſter any proclamation made 


in mah nar aforeſaid, ſha!l continue together, and not diſperſe themſelves within 
one hour, that then it ſhall and may be lawful to and for every juſtice of the 
peace, therift, or under ſheriff of the county where ſuch aflembly ſhall be, and 
alſo to and for every high or petty conſtable, and other peace officer within 


ſuch county, and alſo to and for every mayor, juſtice of the peace, ſheriff, and 


ether head officer, high or petty conſtable and other peace officer, of any city or 
tow: corporate where ſuch aſſembly ſhall be, and to and for ſuck other perſon and 
perſons as ſhall be commanded to be aſſiſting unto any ſuch juſtice of ti e peace, 
&erift or under ſheriff, mayor, or other head officer aforeſaid, who are hereby 
authoriſed and empowered to command all Eis Majeſty's ſubjeQs, of age and 
ability, to be alſiſting to them thercin, to ſeize and apprehend, and they are 
hereby required to ſeize and apprehend, ſuch perfons fo aſſembled and con- 
tinuing together after proclamation made as aforefa'd, and forthwith to carry 
the perſons ſo apprehended before one or more of his Majeſty's ju ices of the 
peace for the county or place where ſuch perſons ſhall be ſo apprehende , in order 
to their being proceeded againſt for ſuch offences according to law ; and that if the 
perſons fo aſſembled, or any of them, ſhall happen to be killed maimed, or hurt 
in the diſperſing, ſeizing, or apprehending, or endeavouring to difperſe; ſeize, or 
apprehend them, by reaſon of their reſiſting the perſons ſo diſperſing, ſeizing, or 
a; prehending, or endeavouring to diſperſe, ſeize, or apprehend chem, that then 
every ſuch juſtice of the peace, ſheriff, under ſheriff, mayor, head officer, bigh or 
petty conſtable, or other peace officer, and al! and ſingular perfons, being aiding 
and aſſiſting to them or any of them, ſhall be free, diſcharged, and indemnified, 
as well aga'nft the King's Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, as againſt all and 
every other perſon and perſons, of, for, or concerning the killing, ma ming, or 
hurting, of any ſuch perſon or perſons fo aembled, that ſhall happen to be ſo- 
killed, maimed, or hurt as aforeſaid, 


Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that if 
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upon being told, that, from their youth, they could not be ad- 
mitted, had afterwards gone and ſio ned the other petition. His 
lordſhip took occahon to advert to the late tranſactions in Edin- 
burgh between the faculty of advocates, and theit late dean; 


Mr. 


f 


any perſon or perſons do or ſhall, with force and arms, wilfully and knowingly 
oppoſe, obſtruct, or in any manner wilfully and knowingly let, hinder, or hurt, 
any jultice of the peace, or other perſon authorized as aforeſaid, who ſhall attend 
any ſuch meeting as aforeſaid, or who ſhall be going to attend any ſuch meeting, 
cr any perſon or perſons who ſhall begin to proclaim, or go to proclaim, according 
to any proclamation hereby directed to be made, whereby ſuch proclamation ſhall 
not be made, that then every ſuch op poſing, obſtructing, letting, hindering, or 
hurting, any ſuch juſtice or other perſons ſo authorized as aforeſaid, and fo attend- 
ing, or going to attend any ſuch meeting, or any ſuch perſon or perſons ſo begin- 
ning or going to make any ſuch proclamation as aforeſaid, ſhall be adjudged felony 
without benefit of clergy, and the offenders therein ſhall be adjudged felons, and 
ſhall ſuffer death as in caſe of felony without benefit of clergy ; and that alſo 
every ſuch perſon or perſons ſo being aſſembled as aforeſaid, to the number of 
fifty or more as aforeſaid, to whom any ſuch proclamation as aforeſaid ſhould or 
ought to have been made, if the ſame had not been hindered as aforeſaid, ſhall 
likewiſe, in caſe they or any of them, to the number of twelve or more, ſhall 
continue together, and not diſperſe themſelves within one hour after ſuch let or 
hindrance ſo Made, having knowledge of ſuch let or hindrance ſo made, thall be 
adjudged felons, and ſhall ſuffer death as in caſe of felony without benefit of cler- 
£y 3 and that alſo, if any perſon or perſons, ſo being at any ſuch aſſembly as 
aforeſaid, ſhall with force and arms wilfully and knowingly oppoſe, obſtruct, or 
in any manner wilfully and knowingly let, hinder, or hurt, any juſtice of the 
peace, or other magiſtrate, or any peace officer, in apprehending or taking into 
cuſtod;, in execution of any of the proviſions of this Act herein - before contained, 
any perſon or perſons, or endeavouring fo to do, that then every ſuch oppoſing» 
obſtructing, letting, hindering, or hurting, ſha!l be adjudged felony without 
benefit of clergy, and ti e offenders therein ſhall be ajudged __ and thall ſuffer 
death as in caſe of felony without benefit of clergy: 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the hiveids-Zepure and 
their ſubſtitutes, ſlewards de pute and their ſubſtitutes, juſtices of the peace, magiſtrates 
of royal boroughs, nd all other inferior judges and magiſtrates, and-alſo-all high and 
petty conftables or other peace officers, of any count, ſtewartry, city, or town, within 
that part of Great Britain called Scotland, ſhall have ſuch and the ſame powers and 
authorities, for puttiug this preſent act ia execution within Scotland, as the juſtices of 
the peace and other magiſtrates aforeſaid reſpectively have, by virtue of this act, 
within and for the other parts-of this kingdom; and that all and every perſon and 


perſons who ſhall at any time be couvicted of any of the offences afote - mentioned 
within 
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Mr. Henry Erskine, to whoſe talents and character he bore 
prot in terms of the warmeſt eulogy, He declared he 
ſincerely lamented that any political opinions or miniſterial 
— en yr have interrupted the independence that ſo long 

pre- 


within that part of Great Britain called Scotland, ſhall for every ſuch offence 
incur and ſuffer the pain of death, and confiſcation of moveables. 

And whereas certain houſes, rooms or places, within the cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, and in the neighbourhood thereof, and in other places, have of late 
been frequently uſed for the purpoſe of delivering lectures and diſcourſes on and 
concerning ſuppoſed publick grievances, and matters relating to the laws, conſti- 
tution, and government and policy of theſe kingdoms, and treating and debating 
on and cor.cerning the ſame z and under preten:e thereof lectures or diſcourſes 
have been delivered, and detates held, tending to ftir up hatred and contempt of 
his Majeſty's royal perſon, and of the government and conſtitution of this realm 
25 by law eſtabliſhed : Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that every 
houſe, room, or field, or other place where le ures or diſcourſes ſhall be delivered, 
or publick debate ſhall be had on or concerning any ſuppoſed publick grievance, ot 
any matters relating to the laws, conſtitutien, government, or policy of theſe 
kingdoms; for the purpoſe of raifing or collecting money, os any other valuable 
thing, from the perſons admitted, whether ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, 
ſhall be open or uſed, for any ſuch purpoſe alone, or for any ſuch purpoſe together 
with any other purpoſe, or under whatever pretence the ſame ſhall be opened or 
uſ:d, to which any perſon ſhall be admitted by the payment of money, or by 
tickets ſold for money, or in conſequence of his paying or giving, or having paid 
or given, or agreeing hereafter to pay or give, in any manner, any money or other 
thing for or in reſpect of his admiſſion into ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, 
unleſs the opening or uſing of ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, ſhall have been 
previouſly licenſed in manner herein - after mentioned, ſhall be deemed a diforder!y 
houſe or place, and the perſon by whom ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, an 
be opened or uſed, ſha'] forfeit the ſum ot one hundred pounds for every day or 
time that ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, ſhall be opened or uſed as aforeſaid, 
to ſuch perſon as will ſue for the ſame, and be otherwiſe puniſhed as the law directs 
in caſes of diſorderly houſes; and every perſon managing or conducting the proceed. 
ings, or acting as moderator, preſident, or chairman, at ſuch houſe, room, field, 
or place, or therein debating, or delivering any diſcourſe or lecture for the pur- 
poſe aforeſaid, and alſo every perſon who ſhall pay, give, collect, or receive, or 
agree to pay, give, collect, or receive, any money or other thing, for or in reſpect 
of the admiſſion of any perſon into any ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, or ſhall 
deliver out, diſtribute, or receive, any ſuch ticket or tickets as aforeſaid, knowing 
lach houſe, room, field, or place, to be opened or uſed for ſuch purpoſe, ſhall for 
every ſuch offence forfeit the ſum of one hundred pounds to ſuch perſan as will ſue 
for the ſame, 

Vor. II. 1795. 31 And 
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prevailed in that faculty, of which he was a member, and had 
always held the higheſt opinion: but their principles and 
character were. ſo much changed, that no man of common 
ſenſe could think it any pride to belong to them, He reminded 


the 


| And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid,. that any perſon who ſhall 
at any time hereafter appear, act, or behave him or herſelf as maſter or mifteſ:, 
or as the perſon having the command, government, or management, of any 
ſuch houſe, room, field, or place as aforeſaid, ſhall be deemed and taken to be a 
perſon by whom the ſame is opened or uſed as aforeſaid, and ſhall be liable to be 
ſued or proſecuted, and puniſhed as ſuch, notwithitanding he or the be not, in fact 
the real owner or occupier thereof. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,, that it ſhall be lawful for 
any juſtice or juſtices of the peace, or chief magiſtrate reſpeClively, of any county, 
city, borough, or place, who ſhall by information upon oath, have reaſon to ſuſ- 
peR that any houſe, room, field, or place, or any parts or part thereof, are or 
is opened or uſed for the purpoſe of delivering lectures or diſcourſes, or for publick 
debate, contrary to the proviſions of this act, to go to ſuch houſe, room, or place, 
and demand to be admitted therein ;z and in caſe ſuch juſtice or juſtices, or other 
magiſtrate, ſhall be refuſed adm'ttance to ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, or any 
part thereof, the ſame ſhall be deemed a diſorderly houſe or place, within the in- 


tent and meaning of this act; and all and every the proviſions herein-before con- 


tained reſpecting any houſe, room, field, or place, hercin-before declared to le 
a diſorderly houſe, or place, ſhall be applicd to ſuch houſe, room, field, or place, 
where ſuch admittance ſhall have been refuſed as aforeſaid, and every perſon re- 
fufing ſuch admittance ſhall forfeit the ſum of one hundred pounds to any perſon 
who ſhall ſue for the ſame. 

Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that it ſhall be 
lawful for any juſtice or juſtices of the peace, ot chief magiſtrate reſpectively, for 
any county, eity, borough, or place, where any ſuch houſe, room, or other 
building ſhall be licenſed as aforeſaid, to go to ſuch houſe, room or building ſo 
licenſed, at the time of delivering any ſuch lecture or diſcourſe therein. as afore- 
laid, or at the time appointed for delivering any ſuch lecture or diſcourſe, and do- 
mand to be admitted therein; and in ſuch caſe ſuch juſtice or juſtices, or other 
magiſtrate, ſhall be refuſed admittance to ſuch houſq room, or building, the ſame 
ſhall be deemed, notwithſtanding any ſuch licenſe as aforeſaid, a diſorderly houſe 
or place, within the meaning of this act; and all and every the proviſions. herein- 
beſore contained 1eſepAing any houſe, room, field, ot place, herein-beforc de- 
clared to be a d iſorderly houſe or place, ſhail be applied to ſuch» houſe, room, or 
building, fo licenſed as aforeſaid, where ſuch admittance. ſhall have been refuſed 
at aforeſaid ; and every perſon refuling ſuch admittance ſhall forfeit the ſum l 
one hundred pounds to any ferſon who w ll ſue for the ſame. 

Provided 
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the noble duke (of Portland) of the intimacy that had always 
ſubſiſted between the learned gentleman and his grace, and 
was not very anxious to ſhare his feelings on the occaſion. 
He remarked that the oppoſition to his. learned friend had 

ariſen, 


Provided neverth#leſs, and be it engaged by the authority aforeſaid, that it ſhall 
de lawful for two or more juſtices of the peace of the courity, city, town, or plare, 
where any houſe, room, or other bu-1Jding ſhall be defirous to open for any of the 
purpoſes aforeſaid, by writing under their hands and ſeals, at their general quarter 
felon of the peace, or at any ſpecial ſeſſion to be held for the particular purpoſe, 
to grant a licence to any ſ erſon or petſons defiring the fame, to open ſuch houſe, 
room, or other building, for the purpoſe of delivering for money any ſuch lectures 
or diſcourſes as aforeſaid, on any of the ſubjecks aforcfaid, the fame being 
clearly expreſſed in ſuch lic*nce, for which Jicence a fee of one ſhilling, and no 
more, ſhall be paid, and the fame ſhall bein force for the ſpace of one year, and 
no longer, or for any leſs ſpace of time, therein to be ſpecified ; and which licence 
it hall be lawful. for the juſtices of the ſame county, city, town, or place, at any 
general quarter ſeſſion of the peace, to revoke and declare void and no longer in 
force, by any order of ſuch juſtices, a copy whereof ſhall be delivered to or ſerved 
upon the perſon to whom the ſaid licence ſo revoked ſhall have been granted, or 
ſhall be lett at the houſe, room, or building, for which ſuch licence ſhall have 
been granted, and thereupon ſuch licence ſhall ceaſe and determine, and be thence» 
forth utterly void and of no effect. | 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that any perſon entitled to 
ay of the forteitures aforeſaid may ſue by action of debt in any of his Majetty's 
courts of record at Weſtminſter, or in the caurts of juiticiary or exchequer in Scot - 
land, when the cauſe of action hal) ariſe in Scotland, in Which action it ſhall be 
ſufficient to declare that the defendant is indebted to the plaintiff in the ſum of 

(being the ſum demanded hy the ſaid action) being torteited by an Act, 
made in the thirty- ſixth year of the reign of his Majeſty King George the third, 
« intitu ed, an Act for the more effectualiy preventing ſeditiuus meetings and afleme 
blies; and the plaintiff if he ſhall recover in any ſuch action, ſhall have his full cofts : 
provided alſo, thateif any action or ſuit ſhall, be brought agaiaſt any perſon for any 
thing done in purtuance and in execution of this act, the defendant may plead the 
general iſſue 3 and if a verdigt paſs for the defendant, or the plaiatift diſcontinue 
his or her action, or be nonſuited, or judgment be given againſt the plaintifff 
then ſuch deſendant ſhall have treble coits. | 

Provided alſo that nothing in this Act contained ſhall be conſtrued ta extend 
to any lectures or diſcourſes to be delivered in any ef the univerſities of theſe 
kingloms, by any members thereof, or any perſon authorized by the Chancellor, 
ice Chancellor, or other proper officers of ſuch Univerſities reſpectively. 

| 3L 3 * Provided 
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ariſen, and that the letter was written and ſigned by eight 
men, who were either under the immediate influence of 
onions, or had been under obligations to the preſent mi- 
niſters. | | | 

The Lord Chancellor wiſhed to avoid perſonality,” and ad- 
mitted the wit, the humour, the talents and abilities of the 
learned (gentlemen alluded to their utmoſt extent; he did 
not, however, think there was enough of the relative 
facts, before the houſe to decide upon the propriety, or other- 
wiſe, of the learned gentleman's conduct upon a late occa- 
ſion, blame ought not to be laid to thoſe gentle men who 
had diſapproved of his conduct. He knew _ one of the 
eight gentlemen who had ſigned the letters to Mr. Erſkine, 
and he was ſure he had nothing under government, or to ex- 
pet from Miniſters ; he could not ſuppoſe the noble lord had 
any alluſion to Mr, Hume. | 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that his perſonal regard for Mr. 
Hume was ſuch that nobody could ſuſpect, nor would he be al- 
lowed to ſay, that he meant any diſreſpect to that gentlman, 


Provided alf, and be it enacted, that no payment made to any ſehoolmaſter or 
other perſon by law allowed to teach and inſtruct youth, in reſpect of any le cure or 
diſcourſes delivered by fuch ſchoolmaſter, or other perſon, for the inſtruction only 
of ſuch youth as ſ-all be committed to his inſtruction, ſhall be deemed a payment 
of money for admiſſion to ſuch lectures or diſcourſes within the intent and mean- 
ing of this Act. | | 
Provided alſo, that nothing in this act contained tall be deemed to take away 
or abridge anv proviſions already made by the law of this realm, or of any part 
th-reof, for the ſuppreſſion or puniſhment of any offence whatſocver deſcribed in 
this act. | a 1 26 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaic, that this act ſhall be openly 
read at every Epiphany quarter ſeſſions of the peace, and at every leet or law 
day. 

Provided always, that no perſon ſhall be proſecuted by virtue of this act, unleſ, 
ſuch proſecution ſhall be commenced within ix calendar months after the oftence 
committed; and no action ſhall be brought, ſor any of the ; enalties by this act 


- Irapoſed, unleſs the fame tha'l be brought within three calendar months next after 


the offence committed. 4 | | 
Provided alſo, that this act ſhall commence and have effect within the city of 
London, and within twenty miles thereof, from the day next after the day of paſ- 
fing this act, and ſhall commence and have effect within all other parts of the 
kingdom, from the expiration of ſeven days next after the day of paſſing this act, 
and ſhall be and continue in force for three ars from the day of paſſing this act, 

and untill the end of the then next eon of parſiamzent, 
however 
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however much they might have differed upon particular queſ- 
tions. t. $1 

The Harl of Hopetoun ſtrenuouſly defended the faculty of 
advocates, and lamented that any difference of opinion ſhould 
have taken place between them and his honourable relation, 
of whom he ſpoke with great affection and reſpect. His lord- 
ſhip complained that Dr. Monro's name was uſed as a ſigna- 
ture to the petition, and read an affidavit ſtating that he had 
never ſeem it. | | 

The- petition: was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Lord Grey de Wilton preſented a petition trom the gentle- 
men, merchants, manufacturers, and inhabitants of the town of 
Mancheſter, in favour of the bills. Ordered to lie on the 
table, | | 
The Earl of Derby ſaid, that he had no objection whatever to 
make to the petition juſt preſented by the noble lord lying on 
the table. He believed it to be ſigned by many gentlemen of the 
firſt character and reſpectability in Mancheſter, and he had no 
doubt but the number mentioned by the noble lord was actual - 
ly ſigned to it. He ſhould only beg leave to inform the Houſe, 
that he held a petition in his hand, which purported alſo to be 
the petition of the ſame deſcription of perſons in the town of 
Mancheſter, as the other petition did, and was ſigned by ſeven- 
teen thouſand eight hundred and twenty-ſix. Befcre he moved 
that the petition ſhould be read, he begged to ſay a few worcs 
as to the hiſtory of it, which was briefly this: when the in- 
habitants firſt determined to petition againſt the bills, ſeveral 
very reſpectable characters ſigned a requiſition to the Boroughe 
reeve and conſtables (who are the principal officers there) to 
call a public meeting. They refuſed to do it; on which a re- 
queſt was made to Sir John Moſeley, the Lord of the manor, 
for the uſe. of the market-houſe for that purpoſe. This was 
refuſed alſo; but the reaſon aſligned was, that he was deter- 
mined not to let it be uſed for any public meeting whatever. 
In a few days however his ſteward, it ſeems, had actually let it 
to the perſons who ſigned the petition brought up by Lord 
Grey, who held a public meeting in it, where the matter of 
that petition was publicly diſcuſſed and determined upon. 
Thoſe, therefore, who were deſirous of promoting the other 
petition were then under a neceſſity of calling a meeting by 
hand-bills, which was held in the open air, in an adjoining 
field, on account of the vaſt numbers who attended, and at 
that place, the petition which he had to preſent was agreed 
upon. It was alfo neceſſary to inform the Houſe, that in the 
band- bills circulated for the calling this meeting, every ad- 

x monition 


% 
= 
- 
$ 
- 
+ 
0 
\ 
1 


. — .-»⁵U!unnb ̃ oo 
33 3 2 Y » * * 


445 WOODFALUS PARLJAMENTARY REPORTS. tones. 


monition was given to the people to act and demean themſelves 
peaceably: that thy did ſo; and the greateſt order and regula- 
rity prevailed, till juſt before the meeting ſeparated, when they 
were aſſailed by a great mob of women, headed by a clergyman, 
who inſulted them with the groffeſt language for ſome time, 


and afterwards pelted them with ſtones - - that the magiſtrates 


were applied to, and very properly interfered, and tome of 
theſe perſons were apprehended, and atterwards diſcharged ; 
yet the buſineſs, on inquiry, bore ſo black a complexion, that 
the magiſtrates | had thought proper to ſummon ſeveral of 
thoſe perfons to attend before them on a future day, to anſwer 
for their conduct. Another thing his lordſhip ſtated, and by 
way of accounting for the petition he © preſented not being 
ſigned by a great nnmber, was, that a perſon who had in his 
poſieflion one ſkin of parchment, on which was ſubſcribed four 
hundred names and upwards, was way- laid, ſeized, and pul- 
led into a houſe, his petition forcibly taken from him, torn 
to pieces, and burnt before his face. His lordſhip faid, he 


ſhould poſſibly on à future day have occaſion to trouble their 


lordſhips, and appeal to them upon ſo flagrant a breach of the 
privileges of that houſe. | bath 1 | 
His lordſhip ſtated, that the petition, after having been 
agreed to, was left for ſignatures at two houſes, whici were 
publicly advertiſed as the places for perſons to teſort to whochole 
to go voluntarily to ſign their names; that, on account of the 
creat extent of the town of Mancheſter, teveral houſes were 
mentioned where it was to lie for ſignatures. Thete houſes 
were all threatened, that it they permitted a petition to lie for 
ſignatures, all who did fo ſhou!d loſe their licence on the next 
licence-day, and only two could be found who. had virtue 
enough to reſiſt ſuch illegal and ſcandalous menaces, Having 
ſtated and pointedly argued upon theſe facts, he moved that 
it might be read, and afterwards that it might lie on the table. 
Lord Grey de Il iltan admitted what Lord Derby had men- 
tioned as to the riot by a mob of women. He did not deny 
that there were many very reſpectable names to the petition 
preſented by his lordſhip; but he contended that the petitioa 
which he had himſelf preſented contained more ſignatures of 
that deſcription. He read a letter, which was anonymous, 
in which it was aſſerted, that thoſe who were in favour of 
titions againſt the bill were enemies to the government. 
This his lordſhip afterwards explained to mean enemies to 
miniſters. | | FY 
Lord Grenville denied that theſe meaſures had any ſuch 
effect, and there were thuſe of whom he was one, that were 
convinced 
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convinced that the Bills were abſolutely neceſſary for the 


preſervation of our conſtitution : not only our conſtitutions, 
but for the very ſafety of all government, and of ſocial order 
itſelf, In that view, thoſe who ſupported them might be 
called the enemies of the conſtitution. 

1% Earl of Derby ſaid, that iſ thoſe who oppoſed the uncon- 
{titutronal and oppreſſive meaſures of the preſent adminiſtration, 
who were ſtriking at the root of every right and privilege that 
was dear to Engliſhmen, were to be deemed enemies of go- 
vernment, he was proud to be ranked among 't that number: 
and while he lived, and miniſters continued to act in the arbi- 
trary manner they did, he would never ceaſe to make his 
voice heard agaiaſt them, both in that Houſe and to the 
world at large. 

The Earl of Landerdale ſaid, that what the noble lord 
(Lord Grey) bad faid of the people of Lancaſhire, confider- 
ing thoſe who were inimical to, and oppoſers of the meaſures 
ot miniſters, as the enemies of government, ſhewed what he 
did not know before, viz. that the Lancathire dialect and that 
of his own country was, in that reſpect, much upon a 2 
in Scotland, he knew it was a ſettled and fixed point, that ail 
who oppoſed the meaſures of miniſters, were to be deemed 
the enemies of government: a ſcandalous perverſion of cx- 
preſſion and language, which he reprobated in firong terms. 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

The Duke of Bedford trated, that he had a petition from 
17,000 perſons, the Guardians of Conſtitutional Liberty, fo 
ſtated in their petition, which: was received. The firſt ſig- 
nature to this petition was J. Thelwall. 

A petition was preſented from the town of Bolton, in 
favour of the Bills. 

Lerd Grenville read a letter from a noble Duke who was 
himſelf abſent, from the town, which ſtared that the — 
aad been called by the magiſtrates. 


SEDITIOUS BILL. 
Lord Grenville moved the order of the day for going into 
2 committee of the whole, Houſe on the Bill to prevent ſedi- 


tous meetings and aſſemblies.—In a committee of the whale 
Houſe, 


Lord i alfmgham in the Chair. 

Lord Thuriew ſuggeſted ſome amendments on the ficft 
clauſe, for the — underſtanding the manner in which 
cue were to be convened. Tacte were explained 1 
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Lord Chancellor and Lord Grenville, and the firſt clauſe re- 
mained unaltered. | | N 

In the clauſe which gives to the ſheriffs, &c. of Scotland, 
the ſame powers as thoſe in England, the Kari of Lauderdale 
pointed out the concluding words of the clauſe, viz. And that 
< all and every perſon and perſons who ſhall at any time be 
“convicted of any of the offences afore-mentioned within 
<« that part of Great Britain called Scotland, ſhall for every ſuch 
<< oftence incur and ſuffer the pain of death, and confiſcation of 
c moveables.” The Earl ſhewed that by this clauſe the-peo- 
ple of Scotland were to ſuffer death for offences which by 
the ſame Bill were in England to ſubject perſons to a fine 
of fifty pounds. Diſtinctions of offences were made for 
England. Some were to incur fines; ſome the penalty of 
death, but by this clauſe, a general undiſtinguiſhing doom of 
death was pronounced on the Scots for all the offences of the 
Bill; he moved therefore to amend it. 

The Earl of Mansfield and the Lord Chancellor contended, 
that the noble lord was not juſtified ja this interpretation. 

Lord Thurlow declared, that in his mind it could bear no 
other conſtruction, and he was ſurpriſed to hear noble lords 
reſiſt what was fo obvious. Clearly it could not be the 


_ dreadful intention of the authors of the Bill, and therefore it 


was their duty to correct a clauſe, - which by being ſo looſely 
worded, might produce conſequences ſo ſhocking and fo dreau- 
ful. The Scotch judges had ſhewn themſelves diſpoſed to cou- 
ſtrue Acts of parliament with ſufficient latitude, and their lord- 
ſhips could not be too preciſe in the wording of an Act of this 
1mportance. | 0 

The Bifhop of Rocheſter ſupported the amendment. He 
ſaid, that in all cafes where the penalty of death was inflicted, 
the law ought to be as explicit as poſſible, and that the life of a 


fellow creature ſhould never be at the mercy of the folly, the 


ignorance, or, the iniquity of à judge. It was a matter of 
conſcience to him ; if he gave his vote for a law, from the un- 
certain wording of which one innocent man ſhould loſe bis 


life by the miſconſtruction of the meaning of the legiſlature, 
he ſhould think he, for one, had dipt his hand in that inno- 


cent man's blood. He ſhould, therefore, give his conſent ts 
the amendment. | 

The Lord Chancellor ſaid, that if in the laſt ſtage of the 
buſineſs a fingle doubt on this point ſhould remain, he would 
wiſh ſome amendment to take place which might remove it. 


T be 
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On coming to the clauſe which limits the continuance of the 
Act to three years, 

The Duke of Norfolk (aid, he was one of thoſe ho did not 
ſce any neceſſity whatever for this Act, but as there ſeemed 
to be a majority of the Houſe who did think there was a 
neceſſity, he would addreſs that majority to paſs the Act as 
conformable to the ſpirit of conſtitution as poſſible. ' This 
was a great reſtriction on the liberties of the people, and 
tbereſore ſhould only be made to hold for as ſhort a time as 
had been the practice on former occaſions. The habeas cor- 
pus act had only been ſuſpended for a ſhort time. He would 
therefore move that inſtead of the words © three yon” the 

words “ one year,” ſhould be inſerted. 

Lord Mulgrade oppoſed the amendment, and contended, 
that one year would be ineffectual, and that he would rather 
give up the Bill altogether. He ſaid the enacting it for one 
year, if it was neceſſary torenew it, would create irritationia the 
minds of the people, and would have the worſt conſequences. 

Lords Darnley, Radnor, Romney, and Scarborough, ſpoke in 
favour of the amendment, and ſaid, if it was not adopted, though 
they N voted for the ſecond reading, they would vote unt 
the thir 

Lord Grenvill: oppoſed the amendment. 

The Duke of Norfolk anſwered all the arguments, the chief 
of which was the irritation a renewal of the Bill would oc 
lion, by obſerving that the ſame coercive power would ſtill 
remain with government to counteract ſuch mne The 
queſtion being put, a diviſion took place. . 

For the amendment, 

- Contents W "a Torah 8 Af 
\ Non-contents = 45 
| Majority - 37 

The Committee then went through the Bill; the Houſe 
was reſumed ; the report read and received, and the Bill order- 
ed to be read a third time on n Monday the fourteenth. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Fripay, December 12. 


After the diſcharge of the call of the Houſe, which good 
for that day, Mr. Ki ider brought up the report of the Select 
Committee appointed to take into conſideration the preferit 
high price of corn, and moved, « That the Houfe do agree to 
che following reſolutions: 
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Jo reduce the conſumption of wheat in the families ot 
the perſons ſubſcribing ſuch engagement, by at leaſt one third 
of the uſual quantity conſumed in ordinary times. 
| In order to effect this purpoſe, either to limit to that ex- 
[: tent the quantity of ftine-wheaten bread, conſumed by each in- 
N dividual in ſuch families; . | 

Or, to conſume only mixed bread, of which not more 

than two-thirds ſhall be made of Wheat; 

Or, only a. proportional quantity of mixed bread, of 
which more than two-thirds is made of wheat ; 

Or, a proportional quantity of bread made of wheat alone, 
from which no more than five pounds of bran is excluded. 

« If it ſhould be neceſſary, in order to effect the purpoſe of 
this engagement, to prohibit the uſe of wheaten flour in paſtry, 
| and to diminiſh, as much as poſſible, the uſe thereof, in other 
4 articles than bread. - | 
[| By one or more of theſe meaſures, or by any other which 
1 may be found equally effectual, and more expedient and prac- 
j; ticable, in the reſpective ſituations of perſons ſubſcribing, to 
| enlure to the utmoſt of their power the reduction above - men- 
tioned, _ "FR 

“This engagement to continue in force until fourteen 
days after the next ſeſſion of parliament, unleſs the average 
price of wheat ſhall, before that time, be reduced to ai 
amount to be ſpecified. | | 

Mr. Bands delivered his ſentiments on the report. He ſaid, 
he regarded the labours of the committee with great reſpect, 
| and he hoped the Houſe would endeavour to carry into exe- 
i cution the propoſition which the report contained, being him- 
; ſelf perfectly ready to do gvery thing in his power for that pur- 
poſe. He wiſhed the Houſe, however, to reco!lect ferioully 
ö whether the propoſition would be in any conſiderable degree 
eftectual, or adequate to the removal of the evil of which they 
I had ſo much reaſon to complain. He believed that the gen- 
; tlemen Who would ſign the propoſed agreement would com- 
| ply, as far as they were able, with the proviſions of it; he, 

neverthelcls, feared that would not be 45 an extent ſuthcient 

9 to meet the evil. An agreement to ſomething of this nature 

had been entered into ſome time ago by many perſons of the 

firſt diſtinction; it had not, however, removed the evil; and 

he was atraid that this meaſure would alſo be inadequate, and 

| chat iu a fe months the Houſe would be obliged to go much 

farther. He ſhould thereture ſuggeſt to the Raule the pro- 

prie'y of prohibiting at once the making of bread, of wheat 
loge, And: leaving the diftergnt compoſitious of . bread to be 

| | — 
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of a mixture of wieat, rye, barley, potatoes, or Indian corn» 
as the caſe might require, and in certain proportions. If the 
Houſe did not adopt it then, he was afraid they would ſoon 
be obliged to adopt it. LOTS CIA 1.434 96 : 2 
He wiſhed alſo, the Houſe to conſider whether millers 
ſuould be allowed to refine wheat: flour beyond a certain 
ſtandard; He apprehended that the danger of theſe regula- 
tions, in conſequence of the hardthips which they would in- 
troduce, were in a great degree chimerical; for he believed 
that the great maſs of the people would not take it to be an 
injury if the higher claſſes ſet them the example of eating 
this bread, The higher claſſes could at preſent eat what bread 
they pleaſed, but the lower claſfes were ſo far from it that 
they could not ſubſiſt upon the wages for their labour, and a 
vait number of them were obliged to ſubſiſt upon eharity. 
Therefore it appeared to him that the better way would be to 
come at once to a regulation by law; with regard to bread, that 
the rich might he compelled to eat the ſame bread as the poor. 
He did not ſay this in contradiction to the opinion of the 
committee ho recommended the agreement now propoſed ; 
o1 the contrary, he approved of it as far as it went; but he 
was afraid it would not go far enough to remove the evil. 
Mr. Secretary Dunday contended that the principle. of the 
meaſure was a good one: it was, that while the rich were 
enjoying other luxuries, they ſhould diminiſh their conſump- 
tion of bread in order that more of that neceſſary article of 
tood ſhould be left for the uſe of the poor, who were not 
able to procure other articles of food. Ihe honourable gen- 
t!eman who had ſpoken lait ſeemed to think that the aſſocia- 
non would be inetfectual, and one of his reaſons was, that it 
was an unuſual thing. That, in his opinion, was the princi- 
p1l recommendation of the meaſure. It was no queſtion. 
upon which there could be a majority and à minority, as in 
other queſtions: it was a queſtion upon Which the whole 
Houſe would, he was convinced, be unanimous: Whether 
other meaſures might be neceflary,' he was not prepared to 
decide, but he certainly thought, that even if other meaſures: 
ſhould be neceſſaty, the Houſe ought to adopt the preſent 
propoltition, and not to have recourſe to compulſatory mea- 
lures in the firſt inſtanc?. It would alſo be recollected that 
2 prejudice prevailed in the minds of the people againſt com- 
pulfatory meaſures. A ſtrong dillike had exiſted againſt any 
other than the uſual bread: that &flike he was happy to ſtate, 
was in many places removed, and the people in thoſe places 
ate and celidbed bread not made wholly of wheat. Did gen- 
3M 2 tlemen 
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tlemen recollect that a compulſatory meaſure would render an 
Act of parliament nec eſſary ? that that Act could not be puſſed 
in leſs than four or five weeks, and that the delay of one week 
was the delay of a fifty- ſecond part of the queſtion? As ſoon 
as this aſſiociation became known in the country, it would, 
Mr. Dundas faid, he had no doubt, be univerſal; and he was 
59 of opinion, that the legiſlative example would be 
more efhcacious than the legiſlative authority of parliament. 

Mr. Curtben ſaid, he thought that the reſolutions would fall 
ſhort of the end propoſed. He wiſhed the people to be car - 
neſtly exhorted to uſe bread made of mixed materials; and uſe 
ſtrict œconomy in the uſage of flour. | 

Aldermau N:wnham declared he wiſhed fomething might 
be done to prevent the combinations of millers, which tended 
to raiſe the price of grain. | „en, He 

Mr. C. Dundas thought that weights and meaſures ought to 
be properly regulated in the ſale ef corn. | "= 

Mr. £aft ſtrongly recommended members to be unanimou 
in ſupporting the preſent engagement. . 

Mr. Rider agreed with Mr. Eaſt, that unanimity was ex- 
ceedingly necetlary. He hoped it would not be difficult to 
carry the reſolutions into effect. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, there was one point which would give 
him much ſatisiaction to hear, viz. that the propoſed ſubſti- 
tutes for the bread at preſent in uſe, would prove equally 
nutritive: he was afraid that it was not the caſe: he had been 
informed that in many inſtances, in which they had attempt- 
ed to make up bread of different mixtures, it had been found 
not only unpalatable, but unwholeſome. If the fact were ſo, 
it appeared to him, to be a moſt material object; becauſe, 
from the very high price of all the other articles of life, many 
af the labouring poor were forced to live chiefly on bread. 
The only remedy he ſaw,” was to adopt the Bill which had 
been brought in to increaſe the wages of labourers,  Perfons 
who were in more affluent ſituations would be enabled to uſe 
other articles, which would diminiſh the unwholeſome eſtects 
of mixed bread, and bread of inferior quality; but men in that 
tow ſtate to which he had alluded, would not have it in their 
power to have recourſe to any fuch means, unleſs the Bill 
were paſied for encreaſing their wages. With reſpect to the 
aſſociation propoſed, he ſhould object to it in its preſent form, 
not that he did not wiſn the object ſor which it was propoſed, 
to be obtained, but becauſe he was afraid to ſet a bad prece- 
dent. If members were once called upon in that kind of w 


to ſubſcribe to a particular affociation, it might be extended 
to 
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to others of a different nature. He had no objection to the 
Houſe coming to a reſolution to recommend ſuch affociation, 
and that every member in bis individual capacity ſhould re- 
commend and-enforce them by example, in the place where 
he lived; and he certainly would do it in the pariſh of St. 
George's Hanover Square, where he-lived ; he could not, 
however, for one moment conſent to ſign the aſſociation, as 
at preſent propoſed. 

Mr. W//lberforce ſaid, he had no doubt but that there might 
he a ſpecies ot bread, compoſed of certain mixtures, which 
would be equally nutritive with that at preſent in uſe, becauſe 
it was proved by experience; it was well known, that in 
many parts of the country, the poorer ſort of people uſed 
bread compoſed in a great degree, if not entirely, of rye, 
which was not conſidered as unwholeſome. , With reſpect to 
tae honourable gentleman's obſervation upon the propriety of 
raiſing the wages of labourers, | he did not think it applicd; 
becauſe, if the preſent meaſure was adopted, they would have 
bread cheap in proportion to their means. Beſides, the Bull 
only propoſed to raiſe the wages of labourers in huſbandry, 
who were the people among whom mixed bread was molt in 
vie. As to what had fallen from the honourable gentleman, 
relative to the propoſed aſſociation, he could not agree with 
him upon that point. The preſent folemn occaſion, in bis 
opinion, called for ſome effedtual meaſure, and the one pro- 
poſed appeared to him more likely to effect the object, be- 
cauſe it was an unuſual one; and it would alſo have the good 
ettect of ſnewing the people at large, that the parliament loſt 
no time in doing every thing in its power to reheve che diſ+ 
treſſes of the people. 

Mr. Huſſey acquicſced in it alſo, and declared that he 
ſhould introduce ſame regulations in his own family with re- 
gard to the conſumption of bread. He would, he ſaid, 
take an account of the conſumption of bread, and he would 
endeavour to leſſen it by a third. He would recommend that 
potatoes might be uſed inſtead of bread, but he thought that 
potatoes ſhould be uſed as potatoes, not by mixing them 
with flour to make bread. He thought alſo that rice ſhould 
be made uſe of inſtead of paſtry. If compulſion was at all 
to be uſed, he would ſubmit the propriety of uſing itale bread 
inttead of freſh, for which purpoſe: baking might be allowed 
only three days in the week, and then every. perſon who eat 
bread, would be compelled to make uſe of ſome that was 
tale, and this was the higheſt ſpecies of compulſion he could 
bring himſelf to conſent to with regard to bread. * 
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Mr. Martin agreed to the propoſition before the Houſe, 
and declared his readineſs to come to any meaſure that might 
relieve the poor by any law that could be devited, becauſe he 
ſaid, he thought that it was hard, indeed, that a Jabouring 
man could not Jive by the fruits of his ;abour alone, nor without 
being compelled to apply to the charity of the rich. 

The reſolution was then put and carried. 

Mr. Ryder moved, that the perſons ſubſcribing ſuch en- 
gagement, do recommend it in their reſpective neighbour- 
hoods—Agreed to. He alſo moved, that a committee ſhould 
be immediately appointed to draw up the form of an engage- 
ment, which ſhould be left in the office of the clerk of the 
journals for ſignature.—Agreed to, | 

A committee was accordingly appointed, and the members 
of the committee immediately withdrew to prepare an engage- 
ment, | 

CULTIVATION OF WASTE LANDS. 

Sir Fehn Sinclair roſe to make his promiſed motion. He 
began with ſtating, that the Houſe, in conſequence of the 
preſent ſcarcity and high price of proviſions, had two objects 
entitled to its particular attention. The firſt was, how to 
palliate the preſent evil? For that purpoſe, a ſelect committee 
had been already 2ppointed ; from whoſe zeal and abilities 
much benefit was to be expected. In conſequence of their 
ſuggeſtions, high hounties had been granted for the importa- 
tion of foreign grain; and that night, the Houſe had come to 
an agreement, which marked the peculiar diſtreſs to which 
the country was reduced. The object of his motion was of 
a different nature. The intention of it was, to prevent cala- 
mity and diſtreſs in future; to cut up famine hy the roots; 
to prevent its ever again coming within the boundaries of this 
iſland ; to render it in future unneceſſary either to grant boun- 
ties on the importation of foreign grain, or to come to ſuch 
an agreement as had been voted that night. All that could 
beſt be effected, by reſolving to cultivate the waſte, unincloſed, 
and unproductive lands of the kingdom. With a motion to 
appoint a ſelect committee to take that ſubject into conſidera- 
tion, he ſhouid conclude what he had to ofter. 

He then ſtated, that the matter of conſideration was a fub- 
je& which naturally came under the cognizance of the board 
of agriculture; who had it frequently under ditcuſhon, and 
who at laſt came to certain reſolutions, in conſequence of 
which he was directed to make the preſent motion in parlia- 
ment. As the motion was merely ſor the appointment of a 


ſelect committee, he ſhould not think it neceſſary to detain 


the 
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the Houſe longer at preſent, eſpecially after the long and de- 
ſultory, converſation which had already taken place. He 
could not, however, avoid ſtating the ſatisfaction he expe- 
rienced from finding that the motion was likely to meet with 
the general, and he truſted, the unanimous concurrence and 
appropbation of the Houſe. He then moved, © that a 
{clect committee be appointed, to take into conſideration the 
means of promoting the cultivation and improvement of the 
waſte, unincloſed and unproductive lands of the kinzdom, and 
to report the ſame as it ſhall appear to them, together with 
the opinion thereon to the Houſe. 

Tue following are the reſolutions of the Board c? Agricul- 
ture, on the ſubject of the waſte lands and commons, on the 
29th of November, 1795, on which Sir John Sinclait's motion 
was founded : 


Reſolved, 


1. That it appears to this board, from the returns made of the ſtate of agricultuse 
in the different counties, that a very conſiderable proportion of the territory ot 
the united kingdom ſtill remains waſte and unproduQive, though capable of 
great improvement; and it is the opinion of the board, that the preſent ſcarcity 
and high price of proviſions call moſt forcibly for every poſſible encouragement, 
that can be the means of bringing ſuch extenſive tracts of valuable land into a 
fate of cultivation, | | 

II. That the improvement of theſe lands would be greatly facilitated, by a genera 
law, to render the divition and drainage thereof lefs troutleſome and expenſive; 
the neceſſity of applying for private adi s being the chief obſtacle, and amountting 
in many inſtances, to a prohibition, of ſo eſſential an improvement. 

. That it is expedient, that application be made to par!ijament, to taks unde, 
itz conſideration the beſt mode of encouraging the improve vent of ſuch lands, 
« one of the moſt effectual means of providing for an increaſed population, 
ing employment to the induſtrious and labouring poor, and preventing future 


th arcifye 


. That in the opin'on of this board, ſuch an application has become peculiarly * 


nece{tiry at this time, as the lands now in cultivation, have been fouod, on 
the average of ſeveral years paſt, inadequate to the conſumption of the king. 
umz; and that fach an encouragement of agriculture as is here re-ommended, 
might not only be the means of ra ſing a ſufticient quantity of bread corn for the 
home conſumption, but alſo of providing a furplus, and preventing the preca- 
vo tuation, of depending on foreign countries, for the nati- nal ſubſiſtence. 

Y . That the prefident be requeſted to move in the Houſe of Commons, for th. 
appeintment of a committee, to take the above ſubject into conſideration; any 
Ut the board do lay before the committeee, that may be appointed for the 
purpoſe, all the iniormation that it has been able to collect, in regard to the 
wate and unproducuve lands of the kingdom. 
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Mr. Jaddrell obſerved, that the motion of the honourable 
baronet propoſed for its object the improvement of the waſte 
lands. He wiſhed to know, whether it was his intention to in- 
troduce a ſyſtem of general inclofure : the general words of 
the motion left him at a loſs to conceive what was preciſe) 
meant to be included, becauſe the waſte lands, in their preſent 
ſtate, were certainly not entirely unproductive. He faid, it 
ſeemed a ſoleciſm in national policy, that ſuch a ſum as once 
million ſhould be allowed as a bounty on the importation of 
corn, whilſt at the ſame time a fourth or fifth part of the lands 
of theſe kingcoms lies waſte, 

Sir J. Sinclair explained, that a general encloſing bill was 
within the object and views of the board. A committee was 
appointed, 

DISTILLERY BILL. 


The debate thereon was reſumed; and it was agreed that 
on the 18th day of the preſent month, the diſtilleries all ceaſe 
to work. 

A clauſe was added to the bill, placing the onus proband: 
on the diſtiller, in the event of any doubt ariſing in the mind of 
the officer, whether molaſſes is or not Britiſh. 

A clauſe was alſo added, providing that potatoes raiſed ky 
diſtillers for domeſtic uſe, ſhould not be conſidered as includ- 
ed under that clauſe which prohibits more than a certain quan- 
tity to be kept in their poſſeſſion. | 


TAXES, 


The ſeveral tax bills were read a firſt time. 
Lord Shefficld moved for an account of the quantity of mo- 


laſſes imported into Great Britain for the laſt ten years, diſtin- 
guiſhing each year, —Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAY, December 14. 


CONFERENCE OF THE TWO HOUSES, 


A meſſage was brought from the commons, requeſting a 
conference with their Lordſhips, which was agreed to, and 
the painted chamber appointed for the purpoſe. 

1 he houſe then nominated the Lord Preſident of the Coun- 
6% (Earl of Mansfield), the Duke of Leeds, the Earl of Derty, 
tre Earl of Scarborcugb, the Earl of Hipetoun, Lord Viſctunt 
Sdney, Lord Hawkeſbury, and Lerd Grenville, to be of the 

conference 


accardingly in the puinted chambre 


On the-return of their lordſhips, the Lord Prefident infor- - 


med the houſe, that he had received from the Commons a re- 


nution and agreement entered into by them relative to the high . 


price of con. Henthen tread, the reſolution: and agreement, 
which were as follows 3511 SI 114 212%%<7 260 to Rom: 
- {14 4 88847 2 TW ' 


1 4 1 9647 4 . TID 21 25 . 4 
” RESOLUTION, © © om 76 Io 
TIS OTIS TEES. * 410 i He 


Reſolved, Nemine Cintradicente, — That, in conſequeneq0 
the high price and deficient ſupply of wheat, it is c&pegient to. 
adopt (ugh. meaſures as may be. practicable for dimm ing ths, 
conſumption thereof, during the continuance of the, preſent, 
nrefſure,. and for intrõducing the uſe. of, ſuch artic as MAY, 


conveniently be ſubſtituted. in the placg thereof. , ++ 
„ Sammy ts nc CRSRNENT,, oy ood oc” 
We, the underſigned, impretied with a ſenſei of the evils 
which may be experienced by his Majeſty's ſubjects, in con. 
ſequenee of the deficioht ſupply'of wheat, unleſs timely and 
efetua} meaſures are taken toi reduce the conſumption. therge 
of, within ſuch limits as may prevent the preſfurt of actual 
ſcarcity previous to the next harveſt, and may ſecure, a fag 98 
poſſible, the neceſſary ſubſiſtente of the people of tis kings 
dom, until it ſhallipleaſe Divine Providence to reſtaxe the bleil 
ing general pleuty; DO hereby, jointly and ſeverally, pledge 
ourtelves, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to txccuirand, min- 
tain, to the utmaſt of out power, the following RESOLU- 
Ns; and alſo» moſt earneſtly to recommend the ſamę to 
be adopted in our reſpective neighbdurhoo ls. 
We will reduce the conſumption pf wheat in our families, 
by at lez{t one-third of the uſual quantity conſumed 
in dingy d e 
In order to effect this reduction, either we will limit to that 
extent the quantity of fine heaten bread uſed hy each indi- 
didual in our families; or we will confume therein only 
m:xed bread, of Which not more than two-thirds ſtiall be 
made of Wheat; ot we will tonſume only a. proportional 
(u2ntity of mixed bread, of Which more than two thirds is 
mage of wheat; or à propertionali.quamity of breabimadeot 
whcat alone, from which no more thau five pounds weight of 
bran bet buſheFis excluded and we edel IG be 
neceliary for the purpoſe of this ament ibit in our 
Vor. II. 7% 1 mo wot aid — families 


conference omtherpartcof: the Peers, who met the Commons 
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families the uſe of wheaten flour in paſtry, and diminiſh, 
AS — as poſſible, the uſe thereof in other articles than 
breed mer eee eee eee nee t, xc 

By ſome one or more of theſe meaſures, or by any other 
which may be found equally effectual, and mote expedient 
and practicable, in our reſpective ſituations, we will, to the 
utmoſt of our power, enſure the reduction above-mentioned, 
of at leaſt one-third of the quantity of wheat uſually con- 
ſumed in our families in ordinary times. FE) 

"This engagement ſhall remain in force until fourteen days 
after the commencement of the next ſeſſion of parliament, 
unleſs the average price of wheat in the whole kingdom ſhall 
be reduced, before that time, to eight ſhillings per Win- 
cheſter buſhel: and we do earneſtly recommend to our fel- 
low ſubjects to adopt and ſtrictly to adhere to the ſame. 


The above copy of the reſoſution and agreement was 
moved that they might lie on the table for the conſideration of 
thei” lorafhips. | 

T4 art of Lauderdale admitted that the ſubject was of 
the higheſt importance; he contended nevertheleſs that the 
mode in which it had been ſubmitted to their lordſhips was 
. equally unſuitable to the importance of the ſubject, and dero- 
tory from the dignity of the houſe, He ſaid, he could con- 
ider it in no other light than as nugatory and ridiculous, and 
as a paltry attempt to catch at popular favour, by publiſhiog 
a liſt of names, lubſcribing to a purpoſe of great apparent be- 
nevolence, but which in fact was of no real utility. He de- 
clared he was ready to concur in every object that could be 
proved efficiently. to tend to the relief of the poor. He was 
willing to make as many facrifices, and go as great lengthe, 
as any man, to remedy the extreme preſſure under which 
they laboured. Such a palpable catch at popularity however, 
as was aimed at by the preſent meaſure, he utterly diſclaimed: 
be would not have his name trumpeted forth by the-public ear, 
- while he was conſcious that be was affording no real mitiga- 
tion to the preſſutre of public calamity, He cautioned the 
Houſe againſt haſtily giving into the meaſure held out that 
day for their ſanction; and recommended them to act, not 
with a tame ſubſerviency to the authority of the other branch 
oß the legiſlature, but with a proper regard to their own dig- 
70 Lord Grenvilh faid, that the remarks of the noble Earl mutt 
at leaſt be conſide red as premature, What was the proper 
line of conduct for that Houſe to adopt, was not then the ſub- 


Je 
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je& of diſcuſſion. It would come to be debated when the 
papers were printed, and were before their lordſhips in a re- 
gular form. He could not, however, ar arg, the ſingu- 
larity of the oppoſition. which the noble Earl diſplayed to an 
object on which the Houſe, of Commons had been unanimous. 
Lord Hawkeſbury agreed as to the magnitude of thequeſtion, 
but gave his diſſent io the character given by the noble Earl. to 
the meaſure. - It was not to be regarded as a ridiculous and 
nugatory meaſure in any way whatſoever, his lotdfhip ſuid, he 
thought it, at leaſt he hoped ſo; when he conſidered the pre- 
;udices of the people of the country with reſpect to certain 
Ude of food, as wiſe not to ſhock thoſe prejudices, but to 
allow them any meaſure deemed expedient by example; and 


when they ſaw members of parliament ſetting the example, 
they would probably follow it without, mutmuring 
Lord Thurlaw gave it as his opinion that even in this Rage 
of the matter, it was right to take notice of the nature of the 
papers which had been 1 laid on the table. For his own 
part, he, confefled, he did not know what to call the proceed- 
ing which appeared to him to be equally. novel and irregular. 
A reſolution and an . had been read, but what was 
the tendency of both? He could ſce no poſſible good that 
could ariſe from either. Was it meant to be made the 
foundation of any legiſlative act? He did not underſtand that 
it was; and if not, of what fervice could it be? It was no 
more than an agreement of certain individuals, 'as he under- 
ſtood it, to dilule the article of wheat in a certain degree, and 
intended to operate on the people by way of example; to chat 
agreement they deſired the concurrence of their Jordſhips : 
this he thought would be of no avail, and therefore deſired 
their lordſhips to conſider, whether they ought not to turn 
their minds. to ſomething which would be more effectual in 
regard to the miſchief that was apprehended. The only 
regular way, in which a proceeding of the other houſe could 
come forward for the concurrence. of their lordſhips, that he 
was aware of, was in the ſhape of à legiſlative act attended 

with the uſual formalities. OOO 
Lord Mulgrave faid it had been uſual for the commons to 
make communications to their lordhips' of reſolutions” into 
which they had entered, without requiring them to take an y 
politive ſtep in conſequence of ſuch communication. In th: 
prelent inſtance, he thought it became 5 lordſhips ſerĩouſſy 
to deliberate how tar it might not, on ſubject of ſuch natt- 
onal importance, become their wiſdonr to adopt that 2 
6 US IVY: - 354 by £54 VF OMEN Bos 44.6 ich 
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och hat een ce deln ef it "eatleBive with, of we 
guſe of. ommons. 
't rd; renville ſaid, 17 os, 550 of the teſdtutidꝭ * the 
H. ule of © 7 7 6 7 the KN of Gavin floar N. ſtated, 
in "Tubſeq dent a h ied that oule would adopt 
Fe: Gas 3 
x Lord 41 keſbiry 1 tas the ache had was both 
Wiſe a faluta "that the f or & ! of an le A do 4 great 
deal; aud 0 075 995 e to 15 e of 
erb i jon e | 7 9 rce upon 
= A 4 5 a Iteration! 110 n Afticle to Me. Wwe ere all 
le? naturally Age 5 as that of 6d.“ 2 
25 de eh that e cler mig ht bY 1624 The ag e. 
5 0 again; which belpg gone, he ſaid,” Wir ſtill he Sul 
not tell whit to make of it, nor in what pct 'of view to con- 
ſider it, 48 155 thing eſſential to the object it was Intended to 
10 t was an agreement figned by a number of mem- 
le f the. bouſe of & ien to refrain from the uſe of 
EEE A pour 1 5 in | their 1 575 bouſes and families; 5 
d was it intend Hype perare? He wiſhed to be informed, 
25,At pre ent be ſaw in it littſe more than a refolutioh and : agree- 
on BA? of the Houſe of Commoßs not N eat 


r. ee E 
4 Cree ſaid] Mat b fhould not have. ain Hf on 

8 1170 t OCCA hon, but he could hot bear that it ſhould go 
a ares Fr that! a ſubject of ſuch extreme i nportance, 

b. the country 8455 were ſo greatly” intereſted, 
125 104 00 34 in that houſe as futile and Tutjcxous. "He 
would Hor we it underſtood "that ſuch a feeling; prevailed 
th eir lordſhips,' with reſpect to a meaſure on which the 
5 'of arliament. Hag expreſſed a an "unanimous, COncur- 
rence, or that they Thould be 0 00 ofed to treat ſo lightly an 


object of the melt ſerious | Socken, and the mot prelſing 


ur 
ns Thor le replied, that he might feel aft ths importance 
of the ſubject, and yet be diſpoſed to treat the fnode in which 
it had been. brought forward exactiy in the v way! he Kad done 
would again repeat, that the meaſure at preſent broaght 
forward ' was lilly, futile, ang even ludictods. But theſe epi- 
thets applied not to the ſubject ; he was aware of . its ſerious 
nature, and of the urgency of providing a rem: 7. If the 
epithets applied any Where, they muſt fall upon the perſons 
who brought forward a meaſure fo contemptible 3 in itſelf, fo 


inadequate to its object, and lo unfit for Lt of 
their 
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their 9 6 6. in any ſhape conſiſtent with the gravity of their 
Lo orga gt uupgrSent ane. wake e 

ö The Margatt Lundin ſpoke to order. He faid, that if 
their lordMMips mennt to adopt any remedy commetifirate to the 
evil of the TcafCity, it ought to be a bold, rhanly, and Efficient 
temedy. On ſuch a ground he fuduld hive been qiſpoſed to 
have concurted with them, to bave ſet his face to the ſvotſt of 
their ſitüatigg, find to have r the ey il in the only way 
in which, it Cguld Faicty have been encountered, by a ftryng and 
compulfatory 5 70 proceeting. Why did not they, for 
infkaice,” prebibit the cönſumption of any other but Barley 
brad? That Would have deen ſompthing. | * hat Was re- 
commanded g wis uzreeingdr of the houſe: of cos at all 
commeffdrate tc ting &? It propoſed nothing hich Had not 
before been very genetally adapted, and wich- every man l 
commonhimanity tuft have been ved cory ind effert 
wilhdur” the formality of 4 Written Agrer tent. In Ri own 
fathily A che regubitions inte nded to he enforced by this aglee- 
ment arc been Practtſel for the lat fe or fix ft its. Wich 
regard to che zgteement itſelf. It commeaceu, d e the 
underighed;® 0 che copy (Which had beef {ent to them, 
10 ſignaklktes wete to de found; 16 that it was tio-at of the 
rote of Clabes: either tofleRively or in "rhbir frIfvidual 
capatity; Acne with it hg tyre hate vet, aud did not 
come büfdre thelt lordſhips in a ape upon whith'they coutd 
melde d them, 
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in fealfty, Ae it do banden; und Fer, Th EXP thi. 


muntication.; , 3 N * 5 
Tut. r Bam deſendtd ine manner in which the pro- 
ceeding had been, treated, and deemed it inadequate to it, and 


lixely to, prove Wholly ine Acicivus. 


© The papets wete ordere@to de pritited; and taken into con- 
ſidsration on Wedneſday, the 16th, n 
ts MAJESTY'S MESSAGE. 
Earl Fitzwilliam ſaid, tat before the houſe proceeded to 
tne order of the day, he ſelt himſelf compelled to trouble their 
lordihips 
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lord{hips with a few words on a ſubje& of the utmoſt public 
importance. It was a ſubje& in which the cabinet were par- 
ticularly implicated, but which alſo deeply affected the honour 
and conſiſtency of their lordſhips* proceedings. He ought, he 
was aware, to 8 to the houſe for not having been 
preſent when the ſubject to vrhich he was deſirous to call their 
attention had come regularly before them, on the conſideration 
of his Majeſty's meſſage. He was then at a diſtance in the 
country; but immediately on hearing its contents had come 
to fulfil What he felt to be an urgent and indiſpenſible call of 
public duty, in delivering his ſentiments on the nature of that 
meſſage. The meſſage ſtated, that ſuch a exiſis had arrived as 
would induce his Majeſty to meet any diſpoſition for negocia- 
tion on the part of the enemy, with an earneſt deſire to give it 
the fulleſt and ſpeedieſt effect. The preſent war, bis Jordſhi 
remarked, was of a nature different from all former wars. It 
was commenced, not from any of the ordinary motives of po- 
licy and ambition, in which wars generally originate; it was 
reſsly undertaken, though, in his opinion, too tardily, to 
reſtore order to France, and effect the deſtruction of the abo- 
minable ſyſtem that prevailed in that country. Upon that un- 
derſtanding it was that he had ſeparated from ſome of thoſc 
with whom he had long acted in politics, and, with other noble 
friends, lent his aid and aſſiſtance to his Majeſty's miniſters, 
Upon that underſtanding he had filled the ſituation which he 
ſome time ſince had the honour to hold in his Majeſty's cabinet. 
Knowing, then, on ſuch authority, the object of the war to 
have been to reſtore order in France, the preciſe object from 
which he and his noble friends had been induced to give it 
their ſupport, he muſt confeſs that he was ſomewhat ſurpriſed 
at the declaration in the meſſage, * that his Majefty was now 
ready to treat with France,” When he looked to the actual 
ſituation of France, he ſaw no change of circumſtances which 
could juſtify ſuch a declaration, conſiſtently with that object 
for which the war was undertaken. He could regard it in no 
other light than as an entire departure from the principle on 
which the war had been commenced, and had hitherto been 
continued, | 
His lordſhip proceeded to examine what other motives 
might be aſſigned for the war, beſides that which he bad men- 
tioned. If it had been a war for any common objec, it could 
not have been protracted to ſuch a length; and even at an 
carlier period it might, he ſaid, have been concluded upon 
terins much more advantageous than at preſent. If it had been 


a war merely for the protection of our allies, all intereſt in 
carrying 


= 
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carrying it on mult have ceaſed, when Flanders and Holland 
had fallen into the hands of tne enemy, and the latter had con- 


cluded a treaty of alliance with France. If it had been a war 


for aggrandiſemment, or extenſion of territory, we might have 
treated with much more advantage at the period when the Au- 
ſtrians had made ſuch progreſs in the French territories, or at 
the period when we ourlelves had gut ſuch large acquiſitions in 
the Weſt Indies. We might then have made much more 
brilliant terms, than we could poſſibly expect in the preſent 
moment. It was alledged, that the preſent government in 
France was the only one which had ſufficient power to make a 
negociation. Of the preſent government, he remarked, mini- 
ſters, as yet, had but a (hort experience; and former govern- 
ments, while they laſted, had not-ſhewn any want of the neceſ- 
ſary authority for the objects of executive adminiſtration. If 
miniſters had been diſpoſed to treat with a government of any 
ſort; that poſſefled authority at the time, there had formerly 
been an executive council inveſted with reſponſibility for the 
| purpoſe. Robeſpierre had held the ſupreme power, veſted in 
his own perſon, for fifteen months; why did not miniſters then 
apply to him, if all they wanted from the goveramen;, with 
whom they ſhould negociate, was merely ſuthcient force to give 
effect to the treaty ? A b. | ** 

The earl ſaid, he had, he truſted, ſhewn that miniſters 
might both have treated much earlier, and with infinitely 
greater advantage, if their objections to negociate had n t im- 
mediately referred to the nature of the government eſtabi.{h-d 
in France; if their object had not been, as he had ir dy 
ſtated, to reſtore order in France. He would aſk, therefore, 
was the preſent government in France ſo ma cttally altered 
in its nature and conſtruction, as all at once to 40 away their 
former objections, and produce that criſis which he mellige 
deſcribed ? Of the probable ſtability of that government, n9 
experience that they had yet had could allow them to pro- 
nounce an opinion; in its principie, he affirmed, the pretcn: 
government of France to be preciſely che ſame as thoſe which 
had preceded it. It was {till a pure unquelihed democracy, 
containing the ſeeds of diſſention and anarchy, and affordii g 
no ſecurity for religion, property, or order. It provided no 
adequate guard for property: religion it expreſsly excluded 
from its ſyſtem, and it, introduced no diſtinctions which could 
give effect to the oblervance, Was it to be accounted a regular 
government, becauſe it exacted a tax equal to the rate of three 
days labour, or required a qualification of property to the 
amount of ten days labour, in order to be an elector ? 4 hey 
urely 
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ſurcly would reaſun upon light grounds, who. could vive auy 
weight to citcumſtatices ſo trivial. 243.6364 } 
W hat, be would aik, was the charaQer of the men of "whom 
that govgrnment, was enmpoſed ? Let eg lord{hips look to. 
the perions compoſing the executive ditectoty. Were they 
not the vety men who; had bean i: r in producing taole 
ſcenes of anarchy and blood which ovgivally had occaſioned the 
war ? Would dus friends ſo far forget their former principles, 
ſo entirely diyeſt themſelves of thoſe feelings which induced 
them to lend their ſupport to the war, as to be feady to go 
into an alliance with the men againſt whole. power they had 
united to make a ftand ? He appealed; to miniſters ; he lc 
minded them of their former profeiſions with re ſpect 40 che 
object of the war, which they ſaid involved. the hanaur of the 
cauntiy, and the ſalvation of Europe. Wald tet noble Jord, 
ſo high in his Majeſty's councils, and ſo particularly, connected 
in any tranſaction that might be had with foreign. powers, who 
4 | had made fo pathetic and forcible, an addre(s io the houſe on 
138 the murder of the French Monarch, now join hands with his 
i aſſaſſins, when they had aggravated their, guilty: by embruing 
\'F their hands in the blood at his unhappy queen and his innocent 
14 fiftgr ? Upon theſe. conſidetations Earl Fitzwilliam fad, he 
entirely diſapproved the meſſage and the addreſs; that had fol. 
. lowed it, and thought iu peace e cbuld be 1 ee *. 
| | preſent government gf France. Min ich 
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The Earl of Scarboroagh preſented a petitiog from the county 
of York againſt the bills now FS ' Oxdered 10 lie ou 
the table. 

The Duke of Bedford preſented 4 petition; * dhe .mer- 
chants, ſhip-owners, traders, and inhabitants of the ton af 
Kingſton upon Hull, againft the bills. Drdered 10 2 on 
the table, 

5 Earl Fitzwilliam preſented a petitiqn, "ow: Sheſhe Id. 10 fa- 
4 vour of. the bills. Otdered-to lie on the table. 


SEDITIPUS! MEETING ET ona Cha 


The order of the day being moved for the third read ipg of 
the bill for preventing {cdit ous aſſeäfblies, 
Lord Eren Male, moyech an amen Amen that in one of the 
clauſes, teſpec Aing priöters Jn Scotland, ine of the "word 
offences, tUigre 01d" be inſerted. felogy. After 3 "few re- 
war ks the ame! idment. Was reed to, fs the. bill re q a thitd 
time. On the queſtion, © 4 Gat 0 wo be} o be baſs, Bn * 
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The Duke of Bedford roſe and in ſubſtance ſpoke as follows: 
The bill my lords now ſtands before you exactly as it is to paſs 
into a law. In che courſe of the diſcuſſion which it has un- 
dergone, it has been diveſted of ſeveral obnoxious” clauſes, 
which, if retained, might have been atrended with the moſt 
horrid and fatal conſequences. The exceptionable principle, 
however, ſtill remains; that principle, in the contemplation 
of which I do not ſcruple to pronounce it an infringement 
and violation of the conſtitution. There is no noble lord fo 
{trenuous an advocate for the bill, as to deny that it impoſes 
ſome reſtrictions on the right of petitioning. He may fay, 
indeed, that theſe reſtrictions are eſſential and ſalutary. I, on 
the contrary, affirm them to be unneceſſary and pernicious. 
The bill gives a power, which is liable to abuſe ; it is in vain 
to tell me that it will not be abuſed, ' I never will confide ſuch 
a power, while I am ignorant for what purpoſes it may be 
applied, or to what extent it may be carried. I may poſſibly 
be aſked, why I did not attend the committee, there to ſu geſt 
{uch alterations as I deemed neceſſary? 1 could . no 
amendments conſiſtently with my own ſentiments, that would 
not have ſtruck at the principle of the bill; and I ſhould have 
been aſhamed to have ſuggeſted ſuch minute verbal alterations, 
as would have left all the evil of the principle. I ſo much 
wiſhed that the bill ſhould go abroad naked to the public in 
al its original deformity, that I almoſt regret that any amend- 
ments have been made in the committee; At the fame time, 
when I looked to the great and horrid evils which might have 
followed from the operation of the bill, if it had paſted as it 
was firſt introduced, at the danger even of a civil war, which 
poſſibly has been averted, I cannot help rejoicing that the 
voice of the people, which I, in common with others, exerted 
myſelf to bring forward, has produced fo falutary and bene- 


cial an effect. The ground urged for adopting this bill has 
been the outrage againſt his Majeſty's perſon, It has been 


boldly aſſerted, that, previous to that event, the propagation 
of ſedition was notorious, and that it may be immediately 
traced to doctrines which were openly preached. I as boldly 
contradict the aſſertion. Upon that point we are therefore at 
iſſue. How then is it tobe eſtabliſhed? By proof, by exami- 
nation, by inveſtigation. Theſe have been refuſed; and 
miniſters did well ta refuſe them: for they were well aware 
hat their meaſures were not calculated to ſtand fuch a teſt. 
Had they been in poſleffion of thoſe materials of proof which 
we required, would they have refuſed them? If the circum- 
!tances of the times impoſed upon them the neceſſity of bring- 
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ing forward new acts of reſtriction, and of making fref}; 
additions to the penal code of the country, (a neceſſity at a! 
times painful, ) would they not, if poſſible, have employed the 
means to ſecure our concurrence, as their meaſures would 
thereby have gone forth to the public with much greater effect, 
and have been followed by a chearful and unforced aflent ? 
The preſent meaſure is liable to be abuſed grofsly, ſhamefully, 
and, I am afraid, with impunity. I do not wiſh to enter into 
any invectives againſt the characters of magiſtrates ; it is not 
however to be concealed, that many of thoſe to whom ſo large 
a power is to be given by the preſent bill, are known to be 
corrupt men or at leaſt men liable to corruption: and to per- 
ſons of this deſcription, you give the power to arreſt an En- 
gliſbman while he is ſpeaking, while he is in the middle of 
his argument; though you recogniſe: the principle that no 
ſpeech or publication ought to be judged from a detached paſ- 
ſage, or partial view of the contents, but from a fair compa- 
riſon of the context, and a deliberate examination of the 
— of the whole. In cafe of any reſiſtance or obſtruc- 
tion, what is the power you give to the magiſtrate ? to diſperſe 
the meeting, to enforce military execution; and remark how 
many kinds of obſtruction may take place in a large aflembly 
hort of actual violence; it is not your lordſhips all know to 
be expected that Engliſhmen will all at once become ac- 
.cuſtomed to ſervitude, and, on the firſt mandate of a corrupt 
and worthleſs magiſtrate, diſperſe like a troop of ſlaves. Yer, 
in every ſuch inſtance, you put it in the power of a magiſtrate 
of this deſcription to enforce the moſt ſevere - penalties, 
wherever the Britiſh ſpirit ſhall either undauntedly ſtep for- 
ward in the arduous taſk of aſſerting its outraged rights, o. 
tempering its energies with prudence ; ſhall calmly remain on 
the defeniive, and aſſume the inflexible, - but unoftending, atti- 
tude of oppoſition, to caprice or tyranny. Such a power | 


would not truſt even to the man whom I moſt loved, revered, 
and eſteemed. To fuch a man I might truſt my own lite, 


my own liberty, and my own property ; but I would not truſt 


thoſe of my countrymen. I feel that though 1 am not dele- 
gated from them, I am delegated for them. 


With reſpec to the fact of the outrage on his Majeſty, on 
which ſo much ſtreſs has been laid, what was the drift of the 
queſtions on the examination of the perſons who attended his 
Majeſty, and what did the evidence then brougut forward go 
to prove ? - That the perſons any way implicated in that out- 
rage were but few in number; at firſt it was ſaid only about 
thirty, and afterwards not above two hundred. It ſeemed ot 
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be the wiſh of miniſters to prove that the outrage was entirely 
the act of a band of ruffians. Even ſuppoling that to be the 
fact, was it fitting to enſlave the whole people of England for 
the offence of a few deſperate individuals? Was their guilt 
a juſtification of thoſe new and cruel puniſhments which were 
enacted by this bill? There is however another ground on 
which this bill is defended as a meaſure. of prevention. This 
argument for encreaſing the penal code, in order to prevent 
crimes, is, I muſt remark, founded on a moſt deſpotie prin- 
ciple, and is an innovation of the moſt dangerous nature. It 
is contrary to that ſpirit which guided the legiſlative proceed- 
ings of our anceſtors, contrary to the whole tenour of our 
laws. It is to be recollected, that laws, in order to be juſt, 
ought to fall equally upon all ranks of the community, the 
great as well as the ſmall. The preſent bill is chiefly cal- 
culated to reſtrain the lower orders; and it will become this 
houſe to recollect the relative ſituation in which they ſtand to 
that claſs of ſociety. We may be well ſaid to fatten by the 
{ſweat of their brows, To them we are indebted, not im- 
mediately indeed for the ſituation we hold here, but for all 
thoſe appendages which render that ſituation deſirable; 
riches, honours, and power. They can do without us; 
we cannot do without them. I have heard with pain, 
and with ſurprize, a compariſon between the French and the 
Engliſh frequently introduced in the courſe of theſe debates; 
2 compariſon that defies all ſober reaſoning. Wherever an 
apology: has been wanted for the bills, it has been ſaid, look 
to the example of France.” The caſe of the French and of 
the Engliſh is materially different. 1 do not ſay that there is 
any ditterence in the nature of the animal man in either coun- 
try; but I look, where common ſenſe teaches me to look, to 
the effects of principles and education, operating upon them 
in their reſpective ſituations. Ihe French have tor centuries 
been doomed to bend beneath the yoke of oppreſſion; they 
have been accuſtomed to witneſs the profligacy and extrava- 
— the court, and to conſider depravity of morals as a 
neceſſary qualification for honours and preferment. Engliſh- 
men, on the coutrary, have at different periods. ſtruggled 
boldly and gallantly for liberty; and if occaſionally they have 
been forced to ſubmit, they bave again burſt their chains, and 
loaded them upon their oppreflors. Such has been, ſuch, I truſt, 
ever will be the independence of the Engliſh ſpitit, and the 
energy of the Engliſh character. From this operation, ſuch, I 
may venture to foretell, muſt be the tate of all attempts to deprive 
them of the bleſſings of their free conſtitution, : What has the 
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example of France held out, but a ſolemn warning of the fatal 
conſequences that a revolution, ſtimulated and brought on by 
tyranny and oppreſſion, was certain to produce. The French, 
under their revolution, have committed every ſpecies of horror 
and exceſs ; what does this prove ? only that in proportion as 
the people are the more enſlaved and oppreſſed; the leſs will 
they be qualified to enjoy, and the more ſtrongly will they be 
tempted to abule, the advantages of newly recovered freedom, 
What on the other hand has been the treatment of the pcople 
of this country ? They have ſubmitted to a diſaſtrous and 
calamitous war with patience and reſignation: diſaſtrous aud 
calamitous it muſt be admitted to be by. every man, from the 
waſte of blood and treature with whict'it has been attended. 
How. were they induced to ſubmit in patience, and bear its 
evils without repining? TJ hey were told that it was a war 
carried on for the ſake of liberty, for the preſervation of their 
free conſtitution. 'I hat one thing moſt dear to them, for which 
they had made ſo many ſacrifices, and which reconciled them 
to all their ſufferings; you are now about to aſſaſſinate. I he 
preſent meaſure I moſt decidedly regard as a violation of the 
rights of the conſtitution, eſtabſiſhed at the revolution. 

| Thereis one other topic, my lords, on Which I wiſh to ſay 
a few words, Ihe topic to which I am deſirous to advert is 
the right to reſiſtance; with reſpect to which ſo much has 
lately been faid, and ſo many groſs calumnies have been cir- 
eulated, There is no man who now ſtands up to defend the 
doctrine of paſſive obedience and non- reſiſtance. It is uni- 
verſally admitted that there is a certain degree of oppreſſion 
which men may juſtihably reſiſt, and when oppreſſion arrives 
at a certain point to ſubmit is no longer a queſtion of moral 
duty. If it had fallen to my ſhare to have debated this bill 
at the commencement, and as it was originally brought for- 
ward, I ſhould not have heſitated to have declared, as was 
avowed by ſome teſpectable friends of mine, that if the bill 
ſhould be carried into a law, and executed to its extent, re- 
ſiſtance would then only be declined ſrom motives of pru- 
dence, and not of duty. 1 would have done ſo, becauſe 1 
think it the duty of every public man, on occaſions like the 
preſent, to ſpeak out, to Jay his breaſt open to the public, to 
expoſe his ſentiments clear as day, to ſtate to the people the 
extent of the danger, and to declare the genuine dictates of 
his own feelings. I oppoſe this hill from principle; I oppoſe 
it from the precedent which it affords for future acts of inno- 
vation; from the example which it- eſtabliſhes, that parlia- 


ment have a right to violate thoſe laws which . 
"eB . t Cc 
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the revolution, and on which the parliament then declared that 
they did demand and inſiſt. In ſupport of thoſe principles my 
anceſtors ſhed their blood; rather than deſert ot betray them, 
[ will ſooner ſubmit to periſn. It is with plenſure I perceive, 
from tecent inſtances, that the energy which has on many 
and great occaſions marked the conduct of the 'Englifh na- 
tion is not yet fubdued, and that there is a ſpirit riſing in the 
people, which muſt finally defeat the mad and ſutile attempts 
of thoſe who ſoek to curtail or abrogate the priviſeges of their 
free conſtitution. uh | | 

The Duke of Leeds profeſſed to look always to meaſures, and 
not to men, and to he ready to receive truth wherever it could 
be met with. The latter was equally welcome, whether he 
found it in dir Robert Filmer, or in the writings of Mr. Locke; 
ſo, he faid, he ſhould approve equaliy of a meaſure that ap- 

ared to him wife and ſalutary, whether it came from the attic 
thades of Beaconsfield, or the leſs rural obſcurity of Beaufort 
Buildings. He had heard - miniſters complain of the” pains 
taken to miſrepreſent the bills; there had certainly heen much 
miſtepreſentation, and he was certain that the —— uſed to 
raiſe oppoſition to the bills had deterred many, who diſapproved 
them, from teſtifying their diſlike, from a fear of inflaming 
the publie-mind to a dangerous degree. He did not, his Grace 
ſaid, expect that any attempt would ever have been made to 
weaken the tight ot petitioning; yet he was ſurpriſed to find 
that this right was allowed as to pending meaſures, which 
would afford fo eaſy an oppor tunity of eluding the law; in 
tit, he ſaw not that 500,000: perſons might not aſſemble, 
while a law was in progreſs, and till it reccived the Royal 
aſſent. "The'tafk laid on magiſtrates was, he thought, more 
than they were equal to. Ihe generality and obſcurity of the 
bill, he alſo thought, would introduce confuſion and danger in 
the application of it. He had therefore been ſurpriſed and 
ſorry to ſee the committee obſtinate in refuſing all amendments. 
In its preſent ſtate the bill ought not, he conceived, to paſs, 
and ſo thinking he would oppoſe it. He was convinced that 
it would not remove the evils it was meant to redreſs. It 
would induce people to divide into ſmall bodies, and elude the 
law by meeting below the number of 504; and induce lectures 
to be given gratis. Inſtead of open attacks, it would encourage 
lecret undermining, and in the event prove” detrimental to 
every branch of the conſtitution. He would therefore vote 

againſt the bill: | f | is 

Lord Hawkeſhury contended, that the bill was in ſtrict con- 
lormity to the principles of 2he conſtitution, which at all times 
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had ſhewed itſelf adequate and ready to meet the dangers that 
threatened it. The real principle of the bill was, that it made 
a ſacrifice of a part for the ſafety of the Whole. At different 
periods of our hiſtory, meaſures had been adopted, as the 
emergency rendered them expedient and neceſſary. Long be- 
fore the revolution, in the reign of Richard II. ſimilar prin- 
ciples with thoſe of the ſocieties ſo much alluded: to, were 
afloat; ſedition had been preached to the people from this 
text | at 


% When Adam delw'd, and Eve ſpan, ay 
« Where was then the gentleman ?” 


And, it is curious, that hiſtory tells us, that the doctrine of 
that — alſo was imported into this country from France. 

In later times, his lordſhip obſerved, various ſpecies of 
treaſon had been ſet on foot, which had always met with a 
competent counter- action, ſuggeſted and applied by the vigi- 
lance and interference of the legiſlature. With regard to the 
facts on which the preſent bill was founded, he referred for 
proof of their exiſtence to an alarming extent, to the report of 
their lordſhips ſecret committee laſt year, to the public no- 
toriety of the conduct and objects of the ſocieties in queſtion, 
and alſo to legal convictions in one or two inſtances. It was 
proſeſſed, that there was no intention of interfering with public 
meetings for any object that was openly avowed, and had been 
hitherto; and to inveſtigate meaſures pending in parliament, 
no reſtriction was made of any fort whatſoever. When the 
regulations of the bil] were examined, they would be found to 
amount to the ſlighteſt reſtriction poſſible, by which ſuch objects 
as it profeſſed were likely to be obtained. What public 
meeting, of any reſpectability, could be formed, which did not 
contain ſeven inhabitant houſekeepers to ſign a notice as the 
bill rendered requiſite ? If there were ſuch, it muſt be com- 
poſed of the very loweſt orders of the people; and no meetings 
could be uſeful which did not contain a due proportion of men 
of property and underſtanding, It had been objected that this 
was an infringement on the bill of rights; an objection the 
truth of which he utterly denied; at the very moment that the 
bill of rights paſled, there was a law of Car. II. which regulated 
the mode of petitioning : and Mr. Somers and Serjeant May- 
nard, who drew that bill, and who were men of known ability, 
and well knew what they were about, would not have failed 
noticing the former act, if they had thought it claſhed with 
their draught of a declaration of rights. If ſuch a law had 
exiſted in the year 1780, it would, his lordſhip ſaid, he had 


no doubt, have prevented much of the miſchiefs then com- 
mitted, 
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mitted, and precluded the neceflity of having recourſe to a 
military force, in the firſt inſtance, and a rigorous: exerciſe 
and enforcement of the penal ſtatutes: afterwards; - The bill 
was not to be reaſoned upon as to what was its original form 
and extent, of which their lordſhips could have no proper par- 
liamentary information whatſoever, but as it at preſent ſtood. 
Conſidering it in that point of view, it appeared to him to be, 
by no means, objectionable, on account of the fanciful im- 
perfections imputed to it, and therefore he ſhould give it his 
ſupport. | 

"The Marquis of Lanſd19wn ſaid he had thought it his duty 
to attend to every ſtage of the bill, to give it his decided and 
moſt marked oppoſition. With this view he had come down 
to that Houſe, confiſtent with what he owed his country; for 
however he might have occaſion to think his oppoſition fruit- 
leſs, when he conſidered the majority of the miniſter, ſtill he 
{hould not be deterred from attending it to the laſt gaſp. The 
noble ſecretary of ſtate had ſtated that the two bills were part 
of a ſyſtem. The hrit bill related to the protection of his 
Majelty's perſon ; the other was ſupported by arguments de- 
duced from the ſituation of affairs at home and abroad. Their 
lordſhips had heard ſtrong, and in his mind, invincible argu- 
ments againſt the conſtitutionalty of the ſyſtem; and for his 
part, he would not heſitate to aflert, it the doctrines which 
run through the whole were carried into execution to the full 
extent, it was high time for every man of property to transfer 
it to a land of freedom, ſince freedom would be no more to be 
found or felt in this country. 

He would not abuſe the patience of the Houſe, to advert to 
thoſe {tale topics which had been ſo often debated. There was 
one obſervation which preſſed particularly on his mind, and 
would no doubt have great and ſerious weight on the minds of 
their lordſhips. The bill not only (truck at the foundation of 
civil liberty, but it involved in its operation, if it unfortunately 
paſſed into a law, the tight of trial by jury. He ſpoke with 
diffidence on this ſubject, for he had conſulted no profeſional 
man. According to the practice of the law in caſes of miſde- 
meanour, the crown had the power of challenging the jury, 
while that power was denied to the priſoner. I his was a 
privilege that partook of ſo much injultice ahd abuſe, that it 
was too grois and inhuman to require further obleryation. 
But he truſted that a right granted to a felon would not be 
denied to perſons tried for a miſdemeanour under the opera- 
tion of this bill, In caſes of a political nature it was obvious 
to their lordlhips that every indulgeace ſhould be granted 2 
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the priſoner, If miniſters were wrong in this particular, they 
ſhould acknowledge their error; but if ſuch, an abuſe had 
crept into the bill, they ſnould expunge the poiſon. 

An obſervation had eſcaped him on the former night, which 
he wiſhed to impreſs particularly on the Houſe. The bill was 
to be in force during the natural life of the king. What could in- 


duce minĩſters to reſtrict it to the life of the Sovereign? What 


could he their meaning to place his Majeſty in ſueh anaukward 


predicament? Or what principle of policy could make them 


guilty of ſuch an infult? During the reign of Anne, à ſimilar 
bill, for the protection of her Majeſty, had been paſſed, con- 
formable to the opinion of Judge Forſter, during the life ot 
the pretender; but he was at a loſs. to know hat affinity 
there was between the preſent caſe, and that of a pretender to 
the crown? It was an act of injuſtice towards the king; for 
a king ſhould be beloved, and king of all his ſubjects, and not 
rendered an object of jealouſy to thole againſt whom the bill 
was jevelled) ww 56 207 145 & l | 
Before he came down to the Houſe, he had read an Addreſs 
in a paper called the Iimes, from the non-commiſtioned officers 
and privates of a regiment to the king. When he had curſo- 
ſorily peruſed it, he conceived, for the moment, that he had 
been in Ruſſia, and not in England. He knew the colonel, 
a man for whom he had the greateſt eſteem, and he did not 
conceive that ſuch an Addreſs had received his approbation. 
"This indecent Addreſs did not mention a ſyllable reſpecting 
either Houſe ot-parliament, but expreſsly ſtated, that the Ad- 
dreſſers. were ready to ſupport his Majeſty. | 
With regard to the conſtruction of the bill, it was neceſſary 
to examine how far it was adapted and competent to meet the 
pre ſont occaſion. When minitters enlarged on the neceſſity of 
the meaſure, they ſhould have ſtated from whence aroſe the 
cauſe of the events that induced them to bring it forward. 


Much ef the diſturbance in the country aroſe from a ſcarcity 


of corn, and famine they ſhould know would excite the molt 
barbarous and the moſt civilized ſtates to turbulence and com- 


motion; and here it was curious to obſerve the conduct of 
miniſters, Laſt year they prevented the merchants from at- 


tempting to preſerve a ſupply of grain; and now they ſay, in 
the humbug paper, delivered at the conference this day, they 


-ſhew the abſurdity of their former policy, and call on the ex- 


ertions of commercial men to aid in preventing in a certain 
degree the famine with Which this country is threatened. 
He held jn his hand a letter from a commercial gentleman 


of as great buſineſs and fortune, and as reſpectable a character, 
| as 
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as any in Europe, which he would read for the inſtruction of 
their lordſhips. "The letter was as follows: 


« love England Gackrey. was, and may be till, the happieſt ſpot upon 
the globe. I ſee that the mininiſter will make the loan only of ſixteen millions. 
Am I miſtaken in thinking that he wants twice that ſum ? Sorry I am to find 
that you are Jending a- new 1 400, oool. ſterling to the Emperor for making him 
fight in his own, and only cauſe. Can it cſcape a true politician, that theſe 
amazing exportations of metals enrich Germany, and actually diminiſb the property 
of every Engliſhman ? Your pound ſterling is, even at the nominal exchange, 
now worth twelve per cent. leſs threugb all Euripe than it was; and would be 
ſeventeen per cent. leſs, (that is, lower than it was during the American war,) 
were it not for the high price of gold through Europe. Is it not taking away 
from every Engliſkman 1-ſixteenth of his property? Is it not increaſing ſeven- 
teen per cent. every buſhel of corn and any commodity you buy from abroad? I; 
it not charging your induſtry with the incre2ſed price of all your wants? Is it 
not partial bankruptcy, or paying 178. in the pound to all foreigners who have 
their fortunes in your ſtocks? Numberlefs are the conſequences of war to an in- 
duſtrious nation, but I am afraid famine is the only one ſo immediately felt, that 
it forces to a peace; The French republic is loudly acknowledged by Sweden, 
Denmark, and Pruſſia; tacitly by many others. The late ſucceſſes of the im- 
perial army give a glimpſe of ſucceſs, and may afford a ſhort triumph to the mini- 
ſter. Iam afraid the Emperor is not well adviſed enough to uſe his more favour- 
able ſituation for getting a more honourable ,eace. The numbers will at laſt get 
the ſuperiority, and approaching danger givs firm ſtability to che new ſyſtem of 
the French government. Their finances are very low; it is the houſe of a bank- 
rupt, where they are felling the remainder of their furniture at very low prices 
but is not an enemy the more dangerous by being poor and warlike, hardened to 
want, and de ſitous of plunder, provided they have iron, powder, and bread? and 
I apprehend that of all theſe things they have at leaſt as much as you; They 
have above you the advantage of poſſeſſing every thing in a certain manner in com- 
mon, and of being able to put in requiſition wherever it is wanted. 1 know that 
giving bonds ( bypotheguer ſpecia/es ) for aſſignats, is but an exchange of paper 
dut in a country which has g ober objef but to defend its exiſtence, where the 
taxes are payable in kind, they can even do without all money, and ſubſtitute any ar- 
\bitrary fign for comparing the value of things. In one word, the total annihilation 

of afſignats does not, in my opinion, decide your conteſt. If miniſters expect it, 
it is but another of theſe unhappy ene the conſequence of Judging new 
events by old maxima. Enough of War.“ 


Such were the ſentiments of a man who was attached to 
no party, but who was a friend to this country. 

The noble marquis next took particular notice of the fol- 
lowing very intereſting information: 680,000; has been 
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drawn-on ſome French merchants, in a particular quarter of 
Europe, to pay which, filver in bars are on the road, ard on 
arrival will be converted into corn, I hus the French govern- 
ment muſt have aged in the beginning of October, for the 
purpoſe of providing their country with corn; whilſt we are 
only deliberating about the manner in which it ſhall be done 
in the middle of December. But another important remark 
occurs, namely, that whilſt our miniſters are repreſenting 
France to be in fo compleat a ſtate of bankruptcy, as to be 
without reſource, they have ſent ſo large a ſum in ſilver to one 
place only for the purchaſe of corn, excluſive of what they 
may have ſent to America, and other parts of Europe. The 
effort of individuals is totally inadequate to remedy the evil; 
it is from the powers and exertions of government alone, in 
procuring a large ſupply of foreign corn, from whence the 
poor can form the ſlighteſt exyeRation of relief. Laſt year, 
when private merchants were competent to the occafion, go- 
vernment took it into their own hands; this year, when they 
are not, government decline it, f 
After enlarging on this important fact, he ſaid, that it was 
in vain to attempt to ſtop the Tpirit'of enquiry that prevailed 
in the country; every meafure of minifters, he predicted, 
would defeat their ends. The people ſtill poſſeſſed the feel- 
ings of Engliſhmen, and would not tamely be deluded into a 
baſe ſurrender of their rights. When Louis XV. attempted, 
by coercive means, to ſtem the torrent of religious opinions 
in France, his reſiſtance operated to difleminate thoſe prin- 
ciples which he wiſhed to deſtroy. With an immenſe army 
devoted to him, in vam he attempted to ſubdue the pro- 
teſtants ; and they aſſembled in ſuch numbers in public, that 
the troops were diſmayed; and their principles received cele- 
brity, and gained proſelytes to the cauſe, from the ſteadineſs 
and perſeverance ot thoſe whom he proſcribed, He was per- 
ſuaded that the apprehenſians of famine in a great degree gave 
riſe to the preſent impolitic meaſures ; and after ſtudying the 
matter with due attention, he muſt conſcientiouſly gave his 
decided negative to the bill. | | 
Lord Grenville ſaid, that much of what had fallen from the 
noble marquis, and the noble duke, who began the debate, 
applied more to another bill then not before their lotdf{hips, 
than to that under conſide ration, and thetetore it was unne- 
ceſſary to follow them; he would only remark, that the noble 
marquis bad talked of the unconſtitutionality of the preſent 
meaſure, but bad given no reaſon why that term ſhould be 
applied to it. He declared he did not ſee the force of the ob- 
| ſet vations 
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ſervations made upon the ſtriking of juries; they had ſo little 
connection however with the preſent queſtion, that added to 
his never having heard them before introduced into the dif- 
cuſſion, it Was not to be expected that he ſhould dwell more 
upon them than many other of the noble lord's obſervations. 
There was he fajd, nothing new. in the principle, or the 
clauleg, of this bill; nor any re ſtraint that was not warranted 
by laws already iu exilteace, though it contained ſome regu- 
lations that were necellary to meet the dungen of the pre- 
ſent times. With regard to the correſpondence of the noble 
marquis, he knew nothing of the anonymous letters they had 
heard read, but they con ained dot one argument or poſition 
that might not be fairly combated; in all of them he ditfered 
entirely from the writet, particularly in his comparative ſtate - 
ment of the French and Engliſh finances; and when he ſtated 
what was to be dreaded from a poor and watlike enemy, he 
would aſk, if a rich and warlike enemy was not much more 
to be dreaded? It was ſaid, that while they had the command 
of iron, powder, and bread, their reſqurces were ſufficient 
for carrying on war; the noble marquis had not however told 
the houle how they were to obtain thoſe ſupplies. All was in 
common in that cauntry, and under the power of requiſition; 
the caſe, he thanked God, was different in this country; in 
all the ſtatements, that his Majeſty's miniſters had made of the 
different reſources. of Great Britain and France, they bad, he 
was confident, under-tated rather than - over-rated the ſu- 
periority of this country. | 

Noble lords had aſcribed the dearneſs of proviſions to the 
war, and ſtated that to be the ſole cauſe of it, a ſtatement 
ſounded altogether in error. He differed widely likewiſe from 
the noble mrquis on the invidious compariſon he had drawn 
between the 8 of the two governments in procuring 
proviſions in times of ſcarcity. Frap-e, baving no foreign 
commerce, could not have an importation of grain, but 
through the interference of government ; the cale was widel 
different with us, and he defied any man to ſay, that 3 
treiles of the war, were ſo little felt in any country in Europe 
as in England. His own opinion was, that inſtead of the 
war being the cauſe of the diſtreſſes of the Fab the con- 
tinuation of the war had tended to diminiſh the (carcity at- 
tributed to it; and he was perluaded that the country did not 
wilh for a ceſſation of hoſtiliticz until a peace could be ob- 
tained on ſuitable and honourabie terms. | 

Upon another point argued. by the noble lords he enter- 
tained an opinion entirely — to that they had maintain- 
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ed; they contended, that the preſſure of the war, as felt by the 

ople, had raiſed the ſedition and diſcontent” in the country 
which theſe Bills were intended to prevent; to that poſition 
he muſt oppoſe a direct denial, becauſe it was notorious that 
ſeditious practices had been carried to a height before the 
war commenced. The repreſentations and deputations ſent 
to France at an early period, and the evidence that had ap- 

eared in courts of juſtice, eſtabliſhed what he had ſaid on 
that ſubject; and the avowal of the ſocieties ſtill to perſiſt in 
their former principles, muſt be ſufficient proof that there 
ſtill exiſted the fame degree of ſedition, © unleſs noble lords 
were determined to ſhut their eyes and ears againſt all ſorts 
of evidence, He contended that there were no ſevere or im- 
proper reſtraints in the Bill inconſiſtent with the rights of 
Fneliſhmen, nor any new felony ereatedꝭ Unleſs when wilful 
and forcible obſtruction was given to magiſtrates in the exer- 
ciſe of their legal functions. In ſituations ſuch as magi- 


| ſtrates might be placed under this and other Bills now exiſt- 


ing, it was abſolutely neceſſary that much ſhould be left to 
their diſcretion : at the ſame time it ought to be remembered, 
that magiſtrates were reſponſible for what they did, and li- 
able to puniſhment when they ated wrong: and likewiſe that 
power was not to be granted in this caſe to perſons acting 
under the influence of miniſters, but to the great body of the 


magiſtracy collectively conſidered, He declared he did not 


think it ſo unfair as ſome noble lords had ſtated, to argue 
that, from the prevalence of French principles in this country, 
the ſame fatal conſequences were to be dreaded, if they were 
not checked, that had taken place in France; and concluded 
by enlarging on the dreadful effects that followed the French 
revolution, and the great endeavours to introduce French 
principles into this country, and all thoſe connected directly 
with recent events, which had made it neceflary for the 
legiſlature to adopt ſtrong and efficacious meaſures, a neceſ- 
ſity they had found it their duty to conform to, at the ſame 
time proceeding with the greateſt caution in not encroaching 
upon the liberties of the people. He therefore would vot? 
for the paſſing of the Bill. | | 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he had fo often taken a ſhare 
in the debates upon thoſe Bills, and feeling himſelf indiſ- 
poſed, he would detain the Houſe but for a very ſhort time. 
He was not ſurpriſed that there had been a pauſe zfter the 
very able and argumentative fpeech of his noble friend. He 


was, however, glad that it had produced ſome fort of rep? 
ſrom 
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from the noble Secretary of State. The noble Secretary had 
he obſerved, as uſual, endeavoured to ſend them away with 
old arguments, which they had often heard before; but ſome 
of them being put rather in a novel way, he could not let them 
paſs unnoticed. The noble lords in office juſtiſied thoſe Bills 
by what they called the grounds, cauſe, and neceſſity for 
them; and referring to reports long ſince upon the table, and 
the proceedings of the different meetings of ſocieties, they en- 
deavoured to trace a connexion between them and the Jate 
daring attack upon his Majeſty's perſon. If this was really 
ſo, and if thoſe were the grounds for this meaſure, why had 
they lain dormant ſo long, or how could they excuſe them- 
ſelves for the negle they had been guilty of? One of thoſe 
Bills they brought forward as ſuited to the immediate preſſure 
of the moment, but now they give you another reaſon, which 
has exiſted for a conſiderable time back, and thus the very 
defence they make involyes in it their own accuſation ; 
though none of them brought forward any thing that they 
themſelves called legal proof, yet they contended that the con- 


nection between the ſocities and the outrage againſt his Ma- 


jeſty was from the notoriety of the events proved to. their 
ſatisfaction. In this way, his lordſhip ſaid, any thing may 
be proved that noble lords wiſh to aſſert: for inſtance, he 
might undertake to prove that the firſt miniſter of finance in 


this country was a notorious ſtock-jobber ; firſt he makes a - 


loan, which ought to have been the beſt he could make far 
the country, and four days after he brings down a meſſage 
from the throne, the effect of which was neither more nor 
leſs than a robbery from the public of one million ſterling, to 
put into the pockets of the proprietors of the loan; and this 
ſort of coincidence, he thought, went fully as far as to prove 
his aſſertion, as any thing the noble lords had adduced, to 
prove the connexion they aſſerted between the ſocieties and 
the attack upon the king. It ſeemed, his lordſhip ſaid, ra- 
ther new and ſtrange, that the members ot the cabinet ſhould 
declare in that Houſe their total ignorance of ſuch important 
Bills, in the ſtate in which they were when they offered them 
to the country, and the more ſo, when this Bill, whatever 
might de ſaid of its being brought in on the preſſute of the 
moment, had been een in the hands of a ſpecial pleader three 
months before it was heard of in that Houſe; though he ac- 
knowledged, that after it paſſed, it was fo vaguely and looſely 
worded, that nobody would ſuppoſe that any man of com- 
mon ſenſe, far leſs any man converfant in the lau, had ever 
{cen it at all, | 

He 
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He pointed out different abſurdities and ambiguities in the 
Bill, which it could not be ſuppoſe! would be eaſily under- 
ſtood by common men, when there exiſted ſuch a difference 
of opinion between the greateſt law authorities, aud that upon 
points vrhi ch might afterwards come before their lordſhips in 
their political capacities. It had bean ſaid that the Bill on! 

pplied to a certain deſcription of meetings, but in his opinion, 
all forts of meetings might {till aſſemble under the proviſions 
of the Bill, and while it had not the effect held out as the in- 
tention. of it, it ſhewed to the Houſe and to the people, an 
inclination. to ſhackle and reftrain their liberties. They 
might, it was true, ſtill meet to diſcuſs any impending law 
during the fatting of parliament, and if parliament was not 
met, they might meet upon the propriety of addreſſing 
the King to call parliament together, and upon thole occa- 
ſions they could freely diſcuſs any political queſtion. He had 
heard the noble lord at the head of the board of trade ſay, that 
nobody could wiſh the loweſt orders of the people to meet 
upon public queſtions, becauſe men of ſenſe could not be ex 
pected to be found amongſt them. He was ſorry that the 
expreſſion had. eſcaped the noble lord. Did he mean that ſenſe 
was always attached to property? He never had himſelf had 
Treaſon, to think that good ſenſe and property were infeparable, 
and this diſtinction now for the fitſt time attempted to be ſet 
up between the orders of mankind, was one of the greateſt 
objection to thoſe Bills; and ſuch doctrines in that xlouſe, 
looked more like an imitation of French proceedings, than 
worthy. of a Britiſh Houſe of Parliament. All writers fince 
the revolution had agreed that the higher and lower orders cf 
men in this country participate in an equality of rights and 
liberties, and he conceived any contrary aſſertion to be moR 
unconſtitutional language. 3 

He alluded to the letter and information communigated by 
his noble friend (the Marquis of Lanſdown) and ſaid, he 
thought the contents were entitled to their lordſhips molt 
ſerious attention. The noble ſecretary of ſtate, it was evident, 
felt ſore when his noble friend extolled the activity of the 
French government in ſecuring a proper ſupply of grain, when 
there was an appearance of ſcarcity ; that he ſhould ſo feel was 
not ſurprizing, when it was obſerved that France had taken 
this ſtep in October, while we were, at this time, from the 
neglc of miniſters, only conſidering of the Reps that we were 
to take, and amuſing the people with.vague ſchemes, and reſo- 
lutions, However difficult it might be for miniſters to make 


a good peace, he mult remind them that it was owing to tne 
tuation 
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tuation into which their miſconduct had ſunk the country; 
he perfe&tly, agreed with the writer of that letter, that Engla 
waz once; a free, happy, and proſperous country, though, he 
was ſorry to add, ſhe was not fo at preſent. Tt had been ſaid 
on ſome of the moſt obnoxious clauſes of this bill, that they 
were not to be executed by miniſters, or perſons under their 
immediate influence. If this was the caſe, why was no pro- 
vilion made in the bill for preventing the Weſtminſter juſtices 
from acting, who were appointed by miniſters under the 
police bill, and had a ſalary from the crown? and more parti- 
cularly, ought not that exception to have been made, 2s 
Weſtminſter was the molt likely place to exhibit ſcenes to 
which the bills were intended to apply? The war, and the 
conduct of it, he contended, had been the cauſe of the diſtreſſes 
of the poor and the ſcarcity; and notwithſtanding all they had 
{11d about oroofs, from the reports and votes of the houſe, he 
muft conſider miniſtets as the authors of the war. He agreed 
with a noble duke (the Duke of Leeds) who had the other 
night condemned miniſters for withdrawing our miniſter from 
France at the time they did. He knew not how the noble 
lord could prove that a continuance of the war could tend to 
diminiſh the ſcarcity, except he was to ſtate the ſmall ſupply 
that accrued from captures as a ſet off againſt the enormous 
waſte that had been profuſely laviſhed on the expedition 
againſt France, The noble lord had concluded his ſpeech 
by boaſting of the caution 'which. miniſters had obſerved in 
framing the bills, a claim to praife to which he had act the 
ſmalleſt right to pretend. The bills had, he faid, been com- 
pletely altered in their different ſtages; and any merit they 
had in not being fo obnoxious as miniſters wiſhed them td 
aroſe from the oppoſition they had met with. At beſt the 
were moſt dangerous meaſures, and ſeemed only to be part 
o ſyſtem of a encroacinent upon the eonſtitution, which, 
if perſiſted in, would terminate in its deſtruction. It was with 
the greateſt ſincerity and ſatisfaRtion, therefore, that he gave 
x his hearty negative, Velo; | 

Lord Mulgrave roſe to take notice of ſome obſervations 
waich had fallen from the noble earl who had juſt ſat down 
t was not, he ſaid, his intention to pay any regard to the 
private, papers and correſpondence that had been read during 
the debate hy other noble lords, becauſe he could hot but Took 
upon them as irrelevant to the ſubject matter before their 
lordſhips, or an anticipation of a debate that might here- 
after take place. He would firſt notice the @bjeRtions, that 
bad been urged againſt the magiſtrates of Weſtminſter, who 
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were ſuppoſed to be diſqualified from aſſiſting at or controuling 
the proceedings of public meetings, becauſe chey received a 
falary from government, That objection. he could not but 
conceive to ariſe rather from an ungenerous and illiberal 
opinion of the principles and integrity of thoſe in whom that 
power and confidence was veſted ; there might be, in the 
magiſtracy for Weſtminſter, ſome men liable to imputation, 
but moſt of them were not of that deſcription, ; and it was to 
be remembered, that no juſtices but thoſe who were paid for 
it, would enforce the police of Weſtminſter ; the objection, 
however, if in any degree applicable to that city, did not ex- 
tend to the magiſtrates of the other parts of the kingdom, who 
were well knownto be gentlemen of independent principles and 
independent property? For his owa part, ſooner even than any 
weight ſhould be annexed to this objection, he would have the 
magiſtrates of Weſtminſter, if they were corrupt, removed 
from their office, and others eſtabliſhed, to whom that objec- 
tion could not apply. | . 

His lordſhip contended, that the neceflity of the meaſures 
propoſed was undeniable, as it could not be ſeriouſly argued, 
that ſeditious principles had not been moſt induſtriouſly dif- 
ſeminated of late; and, if ſome preventive were not provided, 
their alarming influence would produce ſome fatal miſchief to 
the ſafety of the ſtate. He took notice of an expreſſion made 
uſe of by a noble marquis (bs Marquis of Lanſdown) who 
inſiſted that if theſe bills paſſed, the queſtion would be to what 
country it would be ſafeſt to retire, in order to enjoy one's 
property, as liberty would depart from England; and without 
iberty property contained nothing to be enjoyed. This re- 
mark his lordſhip combated with ſtrong argument and great 
ſucceſs; he pronounced a handſome panegyric on the Engliſh 
conſtitution and government, declaring that he did not heſitate 
to aſſert, that if property could not be enjoyed in England, 
it was in vain to look for it in auy other country; they muſt 
go not only out of the country, but out of the world itſelf, 
and take refuge in heaven; if liberty and the enjoyment of 
property were not to be found in England, they could not, he 
was convinced, be found in any corner of the terreſtrial globe. 


His lordſhip concluded with ſaying, that he ſhould vote for the 


bill. as a preventive meaſure indiſpenſibly neceſſary. 

Lird I hurlow ſaid, that when the houſe conſidered the mag- 
nitude and importance of the bill they were about to paſs, and 
when they reflected on the nature and tendency of it, it became 
them to be well grounded in the opinion that there did exitt 


a danger or a neceflity that juſtified ſo ſtrong a remedy: 
2 "bg Having 


pre. 14.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 47 


Having ſtated his opinions on the rights and liberty of the 
ſubject, as ſet forth in the Bill of Rights, and eſtabliſhed by the 
revolution on a former night, he had only to reprat them then. 
No man who had read the Bill of Rights could diſpute the un- 
doubted right of the people to petition the King, or eithet 
houſe of parſiament,. upon any real or ſuppoſed grievance 3 
and it was à liberty which he truſted would remain entire and 
unſhaken by any reſtraint whatever. On the other hand; if 
any exceſſes, under the ſanction of liberty, were attempted; 
the government might meet ſuch exceſſes by ſtrong and ſuit- 
able laws, but they ought to take eſpecial care not to go 2 
ſingle ſtep farther than was abſolutely neceſſary. chr 

With regard to the bill, it was to be conſidered whether 
it reſtrained any rights or liberties of the ſubject ? to what ex- 
tent thoſe rights and liberties were reſtrained ? and hy that 
reſtraint was neceſſary? why every Engliſhman ſhauld be 
deprived of his right to diſcuſs public queſtions relative to 
church and ſtate ? As to the firſt ſort of meetings; thoſe called 
by private. individuals, without any- authority, their right was 


ſuffciently explained by the bill of rights; he-difapproved 


much of the ambiguity of the clauſes of this bill, which, af 
taken by any conſtruction that he could put upon the words, 
went directly to reſtrain that acknowledged right which the 
bill ſeemed in other parts to recognize; this clauſe forbid all 
diſcuſion of ſubjects tending to create hatred or contempt, 
not merely againſt the King's perſon, but his government. 
How was it poſſible that a meeting could be held to complain 
of grieyances in the government, or on matters relative to 
church and ſtate, without falling within the penal proviſions 
of this act? all complaints and idea of grievances muſt pro- 
duce a certain degree of odium or contempt, and often both, 
which he conſidered, if taken in its full extent} to be the fame 
as if the bill went at once to prohibit all ſuch meetings; be- 
cauſe, from their nature, though the right to meet and difeuſs 
grievances, or ſuppoſed grievances, was acknowledged, it was 
impoſſible for them to do any buſineſs without coming within 
the {cope of the bill. 2 i "I 
With reſpect to the other meetings, called by juſtices of the 
peace, &c. it had been faid, that when the magiſtrate ated 
wrong, he was liable to be puniſhed 3” that had not, however, 
been explained to his ſatisfaction ; he could eaſily foreſee many 
inſtances in which the magiſtrate might be led into error, or 
act wrongfully; but having done ſo, he knew of no certain 
way of puniſhing him, nor could a perſon come into court as 
a proſecutor, as he had ſtated on a former night, but with a 


Vox. II. 1795 1 halter 


* 
4 
3 
4 
Af 
1 
aA 
, 


— — — 2 7 
= - . - * i WET _— V3 k _ 0 
—_— — =>" ” Ca 4 - y l - — _ . CY _ — . — — — = 
it 8 Dr rr 
n * 92. * 2 — — n FT 


482 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lor p:, 


halter about his neck, and at the riſque of being hanged. He 
ſeverely reprobated the clauſe which makes it felony, if the 
meeting do not diſperſe upon proclamation made; and death, 
if twelve of them remain together for one hour after they are 
ordered to diſperſe : there was no proviſion in the clàuſe which 
ſays that, before they are liable to this puniſhment, it muſt be 
proved that they remained in a diſorderly manner; they were 
liable, even if they did or faid nothing, but merely kept to- 
gether in the ſame place: this was extremely different from 
the riot act; it was under that ſtatute exprefsly enacted, that 
they ſhould remain in a riotous, tumultuous manner, aſter 
the act had been read, before they incurred the penahies of it; 
if they were harmleſs and quiet, nothing could be done to them 
merely for continuing together. His lordfhip went over the 
remainder of the clauſes, commenting upon the want of clear- 
neſs, vague wording, and ambiguity of ſeveral of them; which, 
he ſaid, had prompted him to give it the oppoſition he had 
done; and, after all the attention that he had paid to the very 
ample and able manner in which the bill had been debated, 
as well as every information he could receive, he had heard of 
no facts or circumſtances, nor was there any thing contained 
in the reports on the table, that, in his mind, warranted the 
houſe in paſſing a Jaw which involved the whole mals of 
the people in a reſtraint upon their undoubted rights and 
liberty ; and therefore, he ſaid, he muſt give it his decided 

ative. : | 

The Lord Chancell:r left the woolſack to reply, and having 
ſtated that, for the laſt five years, civil liberty, religion, and 
all the ſoeial relations, were deſtroyed in France, the ſame 


principles, he contended were at this time operating by the 


ſame means in England; the bill was therefore neceſſary to 
prevent the calamities which had occurred in France befalling 
this country. The people might ſtill meet and diſcuſs griev- 
ances, and petition againſt them, ſo long as they did it in a 
peaceable and orderly manner, and did not attack the whole 
ſyſtem of the conftitution and government. They might 
for inſtance, propoſe to remove abuſes in any branch of the 
legiſlature; they might petition for a reform in parliament, 
without ſutjecting themſelves to the operation of the bill: but 
if, as had been the caſe, they ſaid we had no conſtitution, and 
that our government was a conſpiracy againſt the people, then 
the bill would, as unqueſtionably it ought to do, put a ſtop 
to ſuch proceedings. If a magiſtrate abuſes his truſt, be is 
liable to puniſhment, notwithſtanding this bill. His lordſhip 


defended the bill upon eyery principle of policy, ſafety, and 


neceluty, 
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neceſſity, and obſerved that the objections made againſt it that 
night, particularly by the noble and learned lard, were merely 
verbal, and would have been much bettet timed in the com- 
mittee upon the bill. En 8 . 

Lord Thurlew ſaid, that in the committee he had ſuggeſted 
the objections: but the reception they had met with did not 
encourage him to hope that any good could be derived from 
the objections of a perſon ſo unauthentic- and fo unptivileged 
in that Houſe as himſelf. The little countenance to objec- 
tions which had been given by the authors of the bill, even 
when they were reduced to the negeſſity of acknowledging 
that the bill was drawn with very little accuracy, and that 
many of its clauſes were obſcure and impertect, did not cer- 
tünly encourage him to make all the ; obſervations which he 
mould have done. If a deſire to correct the inaccuracies of 
the hill had been manifeſted on the part of its authors, he 
ſhould have pointed out another moſt remarkable, agd, in 
his mind, molt hlamea-le inaccuracy.— A popular ,inlormer 
was permitted to bring his action of debt for any of the penal- 
ties, but he was not directed to ſet forth, in his declaration, 
the ſpecific offence ſor which he brought his action: there 
were ſeventeen offences enumerated in the bill, and thus, by 
not obliging the proſecutor to ſpecify..the particular, one, a 
defendant might be brought to his trial without knowing the 
particular fact he was to be charged with. But, as be. ſaid, 
when he ſaw fo little diipoſition to give clearneſs and intelligi- 
| bility to the bill, he thought it vain, idly to decain their lord- 
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| ſhips with obſervations which were to produce no benefit to A 
the public. 9 * | 1 
; The Lord Chancellor ſaid, that it ſurely muſt be the deſire of 4 
the Houſe that the bill ſhould be clear and the definitions ſpeci- E i 
ö hc. He lamented that the noble and learned lord ſhould think 1 
- that there was any want of a diſpoſition to entertain, obſerva- Y 
1 tions which, came from ſo grave an authority as himſelf: but 2 
p the noble and learned lord mult be ſenſible that, in regard to tl 
t ine definition, of that night and what might not be offences 4 
e under the act, it would be obyiouſly impolicic and unwiſe to |. 

X define them with ſuch ſtrictneſs as {hould iuſtruct certain cha- | 

t racters to what preciſe length they might go in their attacks 

d on th: conſtitution. In regard to the obſervation made by 

n the noble and learned lord, he ſhould content himſelt ax 4 

p ſaying, that he certainly did not think him{eif reſponſible for 

s 21] the clauſes of all the bills that came into that Houle; in 

© the preſent inſtance, he did not think the objection well 

4 | | 3 Q 2 | tounded; 
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founded: he thought the proſecutor ought to ſet forth in his 
declaration, the preciſe offence for which he purſued. [A 
loud call for the queſtion. ] | | | 

dhe Hel "of Lauderdale ſaid, he fhould ſpeak his 
ſentiments whenever he felt it to be his duty, with 
whatever ſymptoms of impatience or anget any noble lord 
might view him offer himſelf to that Houſe. He affirmed 
that the amendments propoſed by his noble and learn- 
ed friend, were not as they had been ſtyled mere verbal cor- 
rections, they affected palpably the ſpirit and principle of the 
meafure. His lordſhip ſaid he concurred in the ſtrong ob- 
ſervation of his noble and learned friend, that no diſpoſition 
had been ſhewn to receive with favour any amendments of 
the crude and indigeſted clauſes of the bill; and even when 
miniſters were forced to own the moſt dangerous inaccuracies, 
they did it with a very ill grace. He 'withed, however, that 
they were even yet to recommit at, for then he would be bold 
to ſay, that the noble and learned lord on the woolfack, how- 
ever he might affect to treat obſervations with ſcorn, would 
in his uſual way be brought to correct his former aſſertions, 
and take the benefit of the wiſdom he at firſt affected to de- 
ride, What particularly induced him to riſe, however, was 
the laſt obſervation of the noble and learned Jerd on the woo!- 
fack, an obſer vation which ſtruck him with horror. The 
noble and Jearried lord had ſaid, that it would not be prudent nor 
politic to define clearly the fences of the bil}, leaft the people 
might thereby underſtand what they might and what they 
might not do, Good God!” exclaimed the noble Ear! 
«did I rightlv hear, did I clearly underftand the noble and 
learned lord? Is it poſſible that a ſentiment ſo qutrageous to 
the eternal principles of juſtice could come from the mouth of 
a Britiſh Chancellor from the woolſack, in a Britiſh Houſe of 
Lords? What! that the law was purpoſely to be made ob- 
feure, that proviſions were to be ftudioufly left indiſtinct, for 
fear that the people might be taught how to hve ſecurch, 
and how to avoid 'incurring the penulties of che ſtatutes? 
Was he tight in faying, that this dreadful ſentiment came 
from a Britiſh Chancellor, or were they not in a French al- 
fembly, and did they not come from the mouth of a Robel- 

terre?“ 1 _ 5 

Tie Lord Chancellor quitted the woolfack, and warmly 
replied that the noble Earl's unprecedented and extraordinary 
manner of debating in that Houſe would juſtify his taking no 
notice of the laſt obſervation, but he thought it juſt necellary 
to ſay, that he had in reply to a grave and weighty authority, 
only obſerved that there might be inſtances when prudence 
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and policy required that definitions of offences ſhould not be 
made with ſuch minute accuracy as to inſtruct perfons how to 
offend with impunity. 

The Earl of Lauderdale.“ The noble and learned lord's 
own explanation of his words juſtihes the accuſation I have 
brought againſt him.“ 

The Earl A Darnley lamented that fo ſevere a bill ſhould be 
made for ſo long a period. It was his anxious with to have 
it ſhortened ; but thinking ſome bill neceſſary, he had no 
alternative but to vote for the preſent. 8 

The Earl of Ming den read an extract from Blackſtone, and 
the King's,cexonation oath, to hew, he ſaid, that this bill was 
a violation of it., Being called to order for {peaking twice, 
he deſired that what he was reading might be conſidered as a 
part of his former ſpeech. | * | 

The Houſe then divided, 
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Duke of Norfolk _- Lord Chedworth 
Duke of Bedford Lord St. John 
Duke of Leeds Lord Say and Sele 
Marquis of Lanſdoun Lord Ponſonby 
Earl of Derby | FROXIES» 
Earl of Lauderdale Duke of Grafton 
Earl of Albemarle Earl of Guildford 
Earl of Suffolk Earl of 'Thanet 
Earl of Abingdon Lord Teynham 
Lord Thurlow | 


HOUSE OF. COMMONS. 
Moxpary, December 14. 


= diſtillery prohibition bill was read a third time, and 
paſſed, -; X 

Mr. Ryder brought in a bill for abating the diſcount upon 
the prompt payment of the duties on falt, and diſcontinuing 
the allowance hitherto made for the ſuppoſed loſſes ſuſtained 
by the carriage of the ſaid article coaſt-wiſe, which was read a 
firſt time, and will be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up an account of the officers 
promoted to the rank of general officers in India, which was 
lad upon the table. | | | 
Te 
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The Secretary at War brought up the copies of the corre. 
ſpondence between Colonel Hay and his Majeſty's ſecretary of 
ſtate and ſecretary of war, concerning the 109th, or Aberdeen- 
ſhire regiment, which was laid upon the table, 2 

The Secretary at War brought in a bill for granting certain 
allowances to innkeepers, which was read a firſt time, and will 
be read a ſecond time to-morrow. | 


MUTINY BILL, 

The order of the day was read for the ſecond reading of 
the mutiny bill, when | | 3 

Mr. Francis aſked why it was introduced fo ſoon, as the 
mutiny bill of laſt year does not expire till March? 

The Secretary at War replied, that there was no particular 
reaſon for it, nor did he know of 'any particular reaſon for 
delaying it. Cary 

Mr. Francis ſaid that it had raiſed a general idea of an 
approaching diſſolution of parliament, : 

The Secretary at War repeated, that he knew of no other 
reaſon for the early introduction of it than diſpatch. 

Ar. Courtenay confirmed the declaration of Mr. Francis, 
that it had excited an alarm of a diſſolution of patliament, 

The bit was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to-morrow. 

Sir Philip Stephens moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
regulating the marine forces while on ſhore, which was 
granted; and Sir Philip Stephens, Lord Arden, &c. &c. were 
ordered to prepare and bring in the ſame. 


BOUNTY ON THE IMPORTATION OF CORN, 


The houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill 
for gianting bounties on the importation of grain, 

Mr. Ryder moved ſeveral amendments ; among others one 
for limiting the importation to certain ports. 
General Smith objected to the clauſe, declaring that he 
thought all the ports in the kingdom ſhould be open, Hz 
wiſhed that a monthly return ſhould be made of all the corn 
imported, | 1 - Hake 1201 

Mr. Hyd r ſaid, the reaſon why the importation was limited 
to Certain ports, was with a view to prevent fraud ; that proper 
officers might be ready to inveſtigate and examine all vellels 
Janding their cargoes, and prevent deceptions, which could not 
be ſo well done in ſmall ports. 

Mr. Huffey thought the importation ſhould be extended to 
all ports that had cuſtom-houſes. Mr. Huſſey ſaid, _ 

| 
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if he was regular at that ſtage of the bill, he would move, 


agreeabjy to hrs intimation on a former night, that 208. bounty 


be allowed per quarter, for corn imported from all parts in- 
differently. If he could not then make his motion in order, he 
would withhold it till ſome other ſtage of the bill. 

Sir Peter Burrell brought up a clauſe, for extending the 
bounty to corn already imported, in order to prevent the 
exportation to Holland, &c. or more deſirable markets. 


' TOBACCO BILL, 


Vr. Raſe brought up the report of the committee on the bill 


for granting additional duties on ſnuff and tobacco. 

Mr. Huſſey ſaid he ſhould give his negative, becauſe the 
money was to be raiſed from the lower claſſes of the people, 
{1ch as the ſoldier, ſailor, miner, and artificer, with whom 
tobacco was not ſo much a luxury, as in ſome degree a ſupply 
or many other neceſſaries of life, There was one of the 
articles in the budget which he much approved of, that was 
the reduction of the drawbacks on ſugar, ſo far as it could be 
done without injuring our ſale in the foreign markets, and he 
wiſhed that that reduFHon had been extended, as inſtead of a 
quarter, he conceived it might have borne a half. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid he was happy that the 
honourable gentleman concurred with him in his opinion upon 
the reduction of the drawbacks on the exportation of ſugar 
becauſe, while it was likely to be productive to the revenue, 
it was preferable to any other tax, as it operated to the relief 
of the people: ſtill, however, it was neceſſaty to keep in view 
a proper attention to foreign parts; and, under this conſi- 
deration, as it was not poſſible for any perſon to fay preciſely 
what reduction cur exportation would bear, he did not feel 
himſelf authorifed to levy too large a contribution from it. In 
regard to the additional duties on tobacco, he acknowledged 
that they would be exacted in ſome degree from the poor; but 
at the ſame time he underſtood that the greateſt conſumption 
was among the manufacturers, particularly in the article of 
lnuſf, which was uſually taken as a luxury; ſo far as the pro- 
portion fell on the agricultural, and other lower claſſes of the 
community, he thought they could not conſider the tax as too 
ſevere, when compared witi the accumulated burdens on pro- 
perey in general. N 

eneral Smith ſuggeſted, that, for their long ſervices, the 
foldiers and ſailors ought to have ſome partiality ſhewn them, 
tince by them tobacco was taken as adram. He really hoped, 
therefore, that the right honourable gentleman would reflect 
bow 
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how much we owe to them, and provide .a ſupply for the 


feamen and our armies. 

Mr. Courtenay ſaid it was worthy conſideration what the 
labouring part of the community would ſuffer by theſe addi- 
tional duties, with whom tobacco was their only luxury, and 
with whom it alſo acted, as his honourable friend had obſerved, 
as a dram, or rather as an opiate, He conceived it, there- 
fore, to be extremely wrong and injudicious in the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, to deprive them of the only means with- 
in their power to enable them to forget the diſtreſs which he 
had brought upon them. 

General Tarl:ton wiſhed for the introduction of a clauſe to 
exempt the ſoldiers from theſe duties, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, that he thought no 
one could jultly call or feel that to be a ſevere tax, which was 
1mpoſed on what certainly could not be called a neceſſary ar- 
ticle of life, and when there were fo many other taxes which 
bore unavoidably upon various other claſſes of people. With 
regard to the remark of the honwurable general, he obſerved, 
that tobacco for the uſe of the fleet was not taxed, but put 
on beard duty free; and that ſoldiers, when on board tranſ- 
ports, had the ſame privilege as ſeamen; were this privilege 
extenced to them when on ſhore, it would be liable to grea: 
abuſe, . 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid he roſe with reluctance; but, in his 
opinion, it was directly a tax upon the poor, which tended to 
deprive them of their only luxury, He wiſhed, therefore, that 
the right honourable gentleman would reconſider it, and he 
hoped he would be induced to make conſiderable alterations. 

The amendments were then read, and the bill was ordered 
to be engroſſed. | 


HORSE TAX. 


Upon the order of the day, for the ſecond reading of the bill 
which impoſes certain duties for any horſe, mare, or gelding, 
colt, filley, or mule, 

Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that the right honourable gentle- 
man had found this bill, as it was originally propoſed, liable 
to objections, and had already made ſome alterations. He 
wiſhed to know if it extended to all the ſtock of the farmer, 
or poſſeſior of that ſtock, before it was of any uſe; becauſe, 
if it did, he ſhould certainly oppoſe it. He always blamed 
the cuſtom of not printing money bills, which he attributed 
ſolely to indolence, and ſaid he ſhould move that copies of the 
bill be printed. | F in 
7 4 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſuid, if the honourable gen- 
tleman meant to make his motion as a ground of delay, ke 
ſhould object to it; although he had ſaid the other night chat 
he ſhould be very ready to print the bill, yet it Was upon the 
condition that a proper reaſon could be aſſigned for it; and, 
unleſs an eſpecial and ſufficient reaſon. could be aſſigned, he 
certainly, was not inclined to depart from the eſtabliſhed order 
of the houſe. . Jake” te; 

Mr, Martin remarked that he had often heard-it mentioned, 
but he never, knew any good realon why money bilis were not 

rinted, * | y "REN 

Mr, Sheridan ſaid, that they ought to be printed above all 
others; and, if ſuch had been the cuſtom, the amazing num- 
ber of blunders which had r-peatedly occurred in the money 
bills of the right honourable gentleman might have been re- 
medied; ts 

Mr. Sberidan's motion for the printing of the bill was then 
put and negatived without a diviſion, 8 

Mr. Dent mentioned one effect of the bill upon all the nor- 
thern counties, where a number of ſmall horſes are purchaſed 
for ten ſhilling each, to carry lime and aſhes; ſome exemption 
therefore, ſhould be made for horſes under a certain ſiae. 

After a ſew words, from General Smith and Lord IV illiam 
Ruypull, the bill was rgad, a ſecond time, and ordered to be 
committed, | | 

BREAD. 
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Mr. Ryder moved for the appointment of a, committee to 
manage a conference with the lords upon the agreement of the 
houſe to uſe a certain ſort of bread, and for communicating the 
three reports of the Select Corn Committee at the ſame time. 
The managers appointed were Mr. Ryder, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Mr. Secretary Dundas, the Lord Mayor, 
Mr. Huffey, Mr. Anftruther, Mr. Adams, Mr. Roſe, Mr. 
Charles Long, Mr. Hobart, and Sir John Wodehouſe, who 
went up to the houle of peers, of which Mr, Ryder made the 
report, 7 

Lord Sheffield ſaid, he could hardly conceive that the gen⸗ 
tlemen who objected to the propoſition before the houſe, were 
ſenſible of the neceſſity of adopting. every meaſure that could 
promote a diminution of the conſumption of wheaten flour. 
He aſſured the houſ: that the attention of the committee had 
been untemitted, and that there was more difficulty in obvi- 
ating by law. the diſtreſs which might ariſe from a deficiency 
of corn, than probably occurred to thoſe who had not attended 
the committee. He thought it a duty to ſtate the probable defi- 

Vol. II. 1795. . ciency 
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ciency of crop, and the inadequate quantity of wheaten flour we 
are likely to acquire from abroad. Ihe people ſhould not be en- 
couraged to believe that there was a ſtock of wheat in the 
| country previous to the late harveſt ; that the laſt crop ct 
1 wheat was a good one, and that a large quantity of wheat might 
10 be obtained by importation. Such notions had been ſuggeſted 
[ at leaſt without doors; they were likely to promote unneceſ- 
ſary conſumption, and to check the diſpoſition to uſe ſubſti- 
tutes. We have generally three, four, or five months ſtock 
in hand of old wheat at the time of harveſt ; but it is known, 
that in the Autumn in 1794, it was nearly exhauſted, and that 
we were obliged to begin on the crop of that year ſoon after 
it was harveſted. This encroachment on the new crop help- 
ed to occaſion the ſtock of wheat to be ſtill more exhauſted at 
the end of the lah very backward harveſt of 1795 : ſo much, 
that notwithſtanding the opinion of ſome, that conſiderable 
quantities of wheat were hoarded, he was diſpoſed to believe, 
that if the whole quantity could have been equalized through- 
out Great Britainz we had ſcarcely at that time a fortnight's 
ſupply of Britiſh wheat. The crop in 1794 was partially 
very good, and in ſome parts very thin: the laſt crop has 
been unequal, and, on the whole, probably inferior to that 
of the preceding year, and alſo inferior to an average crop. 
An average, or common crop, is not equal to the uſual an- 
2 nua] conſumption of the country: an abundant harveſt oc- 
1 caſionally, more than ſupplies us; but our imports prove a 
I general deficiency, for on an average of the laſt twelve years, 
| we have imported about 225,000 quarters of wheat and flour, 
It is almoſt impoſhble to acquire a preciſe knowledge of our 
preſent ſtock of wheat. An unequal crop laſt harveſt gave 
riſe to various opinions; and the variation, in reſpect to the 
deficiency, is from a third to a ſeventh ; but if we allow a 
deficiency of fix weeks, or an eighth and-rwo-thirds in the 
laſt crop, of our ſuppoſed annual conſumption, and a de- 
ficieney of fix weeks more, on account of our beginning 
upon the laſt crop ſix weeks at leaſt ſooner than uſual, three 
months deficiency in the whole could not be thought exaggerat- 
ed, amounting, according to the low computation of 520,000 
quarters per month, to one million and a half of quarters. 
ſix weeks deficiency ſhould be thought too liitle, and ſix weeks 
premature conſumption too much, ſtill, on the whole, there is 
good ground to ſtate that there will be a deficiency of three 
months. The opinions that the ſcarcity is in a degree arti- 
ficial, and that there is a proſpect of an adequate ſupply, may 
be eſſentially miſchievous, and divert us from that ceconomy 
and management which can alone prevent extreme * 
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The legiſlature, to ſhew its readineſs to adopt every meaſure 
that might poſhbly obtainany quantity of that grain which is the: 
f,yourite food of the people, had offered great bounties, with a 
view of encouraging the importation of it; but he thought we 
could not polkibly be too explicit in declaring the probable de- 
fciency in the ſtock of wheat, and the impoſſibility of obtain- 
ing from abroad an adequate ſupply, Inſtead of three months 
ſupply of wheat, it is not probable we ſhall be able to obtain 
from foreign countries, with ali our bounties, ſufficient for. 
three weeks of our uſual conſumption, We have never been 
able, during a century, to- import into this country 500,000 
quarters, except twice, and the greateſt quantity in one year 
was 560,000 quarters, and both happened at a period of ge- 
neral peace, The adminiſtration of France had engaged 
deeply in the purchaſe of wheat. His Majeſty's miniſters, ap- 
prchenſive that the Britiſh merchants would not be able to meet 
the national purſe of France at the foreiga market, thought it 
neceilary to cauſe ſome purchaſes of corn to be made; but not- 
withitanding all their efforts, we have not imported, at the 
end of ten months, more than 252,000 quarters, including 
wheat and flour ſeized in neutral ſhips; and the total impor- 
tation of the twelve months is not likely to exceed 390,000 
quarters; not more than fifteen or ſixteen days conſumption 
of this country. The late high prices of corn have drained 
not only Europe, but America ſo much, that wheat in Phila- 
delphia, laſt Auguſt, was at 12s. 2d. ſterling per buſhel. It 
is the opinion of all who are beſt acquainted with the ſubject, 
that the price will riſe in foreign countries in proportion to the 
bounty offered; and purchaſers, namely, France, Spain, Hol- 
land, and the foreign and Britiſh Welt Indies, muſt follow 
that price. The more certain payment of England, and our 
extenſive trade, give us very conſiderable advantages; but they 
probably will be countervailed by the much higher price given 
tor wheat in other countries at this time. We have nothing 
to expect from Ireland, nor the remaining colonies in America 
the crops of wheat this year in thoſe countries are barely ſuf- 
ficient tor the inhabitants, and their ports are ſhut in reſpect 
to exportation. Some fetter themſelves, that a conſiderable 
quantity may be had from the Mediteranean j but as the fourth 
of France, and a conſiderable part of Spain, do not grow 
ſufficient corn for their population, they mutt give any price 
tor what they can procure from Italy, Sicily, and Barbary ; 
and no bounty that will be given, can countervail the high 
trieght, inſurance, and other expences of bringing corn from 
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the Mediteranean to Great Britain, We have therefore only 
the north of Europe and the American States to look to for 


any ſupply. + 


We learn that the laſt crops in the north of Europe, and in 
the American States, are rather better than a common crop; 
but the ftock in all thoſe countries was greatly and uncom- 
monly exhauſted at the time of the laſt harveſt, The ex- 
port of wheat from North America to the Weſt Indies and 
Europe, probably has never amounted in one year to 5c, oc 
quarters; and it may be doubted, whether a greater quantity 
is often exporied from the north of Europe. The greate(t 
quantity of wheat and flour imported in one year into Great 
Britain from the American States, was 93,724 quarters; but 
we have only twice been able to procure above 50,000 quar- 
ters from thence. The preateſt quantity imported in one 

from the north of Europe, including Hamburgh an! 
remen, was 329,281 quarters; but we have only thrice 
exceeded 200,000 quarters from that part of the world. 
Under all circumances, it is very improbable we ſhall be able to 
import that quantity before the next harveſt, conſidering the 
extraordinary competition of the Dutch and French. Even 
ſuppoſing a good crop in France, there are large diſtricts in 
that country that never did gro nearly ſufficient for the in- 
habitants. 

There is great difnculty in moving corn from one pro- 
vince to another, and ſevere famine takes place in ſome de- 
partments, while bread is comparratively at a moderate price 
in others. It 1s the policy of thoſe who govern in France, 
to procure quantities of corn at «ny rate, and while they 
have an ounce.of gold or ſilver left, they will purchaſe what 
they can; and as wheat is from 40 to 59 ſhillings per quarter 
dearer at Amſterdam than in England, and as a cargo of 
American flour ſold at Havre-de-Grace the laſt day of laſt 
month at 5]. ſterling in caſh per barrel, or 11. 8s. 11d. farthing 

r- buſhel, it is eaſy to judge where the greater part of the 
imited quantity of wheat in the north of Europe and Ame- 
rica will go. Suppoſing, however, notwithſtanding the extra- 
ordinary competition at this period, we ſhould be able to im- 
port from the north of Europe, and from America, the great- 
eit quantity we ever could obtain in the moſt favourable 
times, the amount will be only 423,000 quarters, not much 
more than the ordinary conſumption of three weeks; but it 
is not likely that we ſhall be able to produce a greater quan- 
tity of corn in 1796 than in 1795, or that bounties will pro- 


cure for us a conſiderable quantity of wheat more than we 
ſhould 
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ſhould get without them. Bounties cannot increaſe the laſt 
crop; and the quantity of corn that can be ſpared at any 
time from the conſumption of the inhabitants of-thofe coun- / 
tries that uſually export, is much more limited than is gene- 
rally imagined ; perhaps not equal to the quantity we now 
want. OY | 
The Houſe, the Committee, and His Majeſty's miniſters, 
who become moſt ſeriouſly reſponſible, if they thould fail to 
communicate to the public ſuch information as they may 
have in their power, on fo very intereſting à ſubjecd. The 
reports from the committee, avoid as mueh as poſfible to flat 
ter the publie in reſpect to an adcquate ſupply from abroad. 
It is highly ineumbent to make theſe ſtatements fairly to the 
public; although they may alarm at firft, that alarm ſhould 
ceaſe, when we conſider that we have a moſt abundant crop 
of oats, batley, and potatoes, and thereby ample means of 
making up the deficiency of the wheat crop: it cannot be 
conſidered as an infufferable calamity, if We ſhould be obliged 
to make up one-fourth of our uſual conſumption on an exi- 
zency, by ſuch ſubſtitutes, or by ſuch whvlefomze or palatable 
mixtures. Barley and osten bread were, not many years age, 
the food of nearly half of this ifland ; and in very good times, 
they are very wholefome, and have wen found ſufficiently 
nutritive for the moſt laborious part cf the community. If 
it ſhould be thought that we have not enovgh of thoſe articles' 
to make up a fourth ef our uſual conſumption, a bounty 
might be offered to encourage the importation. He had no 
idea of any limitation of expence, to ſecure ſufficient food for 
the people. That a bounty would be of ſervice, is, however, 
much to be doubted. -We ufuzlly import from ſeven to nine 
bundred thoufand quarters of oats, and it is ſuppoſed we may 
have about 600,000 quarters from Ireland the enfuing year. 
The good ſenſe of the country, when ſatisſied of its real 
ſtate in reſpe to the ſtock of wheat, and its reſources, will 
turn to the only management which can obviate the diſtreſs 
which muſt otherwiſe take place before the next harvelt ; and 
it will undoubtedly be the general wiſh to reſerve'as much 
wheat as pofſible for the lower ranks, who have chiefly ſub- 
liſted on that article, even to gratify prejudices or notions of 
comſort. The greateſt difficulty in reſpect to ſubſtitutes or 
mixtures, occurs 1n large cittes or towns ; - but even there, 
the high price of corn will produce good management and 
great ſaving, There are few pirts in the country where 
/uoltitmes for wheaten flour were not in a conſiderable de- 
zree adopted. In ſome diſtricts, the people had entirely re- 
tutned 
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turned to barley and oaten bread; it is, therefore, reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, there will be a ſaving of one-third, except in great 
towns and their neighbourhood, In thoſe towns where an 
equal ſaving cannot be expected, the quantity of wheat likely 
to be imported, though not very conſiderable, when added 
to the rye, Indian corn, and rice (and of the laſt an eſſential 
quantity is to be expected from abroad) with what can be 
ſpared by ſaving one-third in the country, may in the whole 
make up the deficiency of one-fourth, of the conſumption, 
There was much more reaſon to apprehend that the people 
might be flattered into the idea that management was not ne- 
ceſſar y, than that a true ſtate of our ſituation ſhould continue 
to keep up the preſent unconſcionable price of corn, the ſcar- 
city of which was not the only — of that price; but it 
can hardly be doubted, that the laws which are now paſſiug 
to prohibit any articles of food from being converted to other 
uſes, and the almoſt general uſe of potatoes, with many other 
expedients, will ſo much leſsen the demand for wheat, that 
the price muſt neceſſarily fall. At all events, every exertion 
ſhould be uſed, that can poſſibly provide cheaper food for the 
people; and it will be fortunate if the preſent ſcarcity ſhould 
turn the attention of the legiſlature to ſome great meaſure 
which may prevent in future a precarious dependance on 
foreign countries for our ſubſiſtence, and ſuch a famine as 
mult of courſe have enſued, if the crop of other corn and 
potatoes had, through a bad ſeaſon, or bad harveſt, been as 
defective as the crop of wheat. i 

The engagement now propoſed, had been conſidered with 
uncommon care; and the committee intends to continue to 
prepare other matter for the conſideration of the Houſe, with 
as much diſpatch as poſſible. 78 

The Bil} tor repealing the licences of dealers in horſes, and 
iſſuing new ones with the addition of the new duties, was 
read a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed on Wed- 
neſday. 

Mr. Lechmere expreſſed himſelf diſſatisfied with the pro- 
ceedings of the Houſe upon the dearneſs of proviſions, and 
gave notice that he ſhould bring forward a motion for re- 
drefling the evils produced by tlie ſcarcity, on the firſt open 
day after the receſs. 

The Houle reſolved itſelf into a committee upon the Bill 
for impoſing a new duty of ten per cent. on the aſſeſſed taxes, 
Mr. Hobart in the chair, when the reſolutions were read, à 
firſt and ſecond time, with the amendment; and the chair- 

man 
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man was ordered to report the ſame, which will be received 


LIBEL, 


The ſecond Report“ of the committee appointed to en- 
quire who was the author of the pamphlet, entitled, C noughts 
on the Engliſh government,” having been (agreeable to the 
order of the day) read, 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that, after the reſolution which the 
Houſe had juſt read, he ſhould be much diſappointed if there 
ſhould appear any want of unanimity on the ſubje& of the 
atrocious libel which had been ſo ſucceſsfully traced to its 
ſource, He could not, however, help expreſſing an appre- 
henſion, from what had fallen on a former evening from one 
of the right honourable gentlemen on the other ſide, that a 
difference of opinion might ariſe on the mode of proceeding, 
or the meaſures which ſhould be thought moſt likely to effect 
the ends of juſtice, and ſupport the reſpectability of the 
Houſe. 

When the firſt report had been preſented, objections had 

cen made by ſome, that the evidence which had been ob- 
tained was not ſufficient ; other gentlemen had thought, that 
it was fully ſufficient to go to a direct proſecution of Mr. 
Reeves, either as the author, or for acting as the author, of 
the libel; and others had declared that the committee had 
ſtopped ſhort at that point, which was in their judgment the 
moſt important and neceflary to proceed in; that mode of 
arguing, however, was founded upon a miſtake which gen- 
tlemen made in the nature and obje& of the committee, which 
had not been inſtituted to try a delinquent, but to enquire 
aſter and aſcertain grounds whereupon to eſtabliſh the de- 
linquency, and who it was that had been the author of the 
libel in queſtion. In order, therefore, to meet every objection 
and every doubt, the committee in their ſecond report had 
taken care to leave no room for ſimilar objections: they had 
called upon Mr. John Owen, the publiſher of the libel, who 
he confeſſed had been left in a very awkward fituation by the 
{tate of the evidence on the firſt. On the laſt occaſion, they 
had queſtioned hin if he ſtill perſiſted in his refuſal to give up 
the author; to which he replied he did, and could not think 
himſelf juſtified in doing otherwiſe than remaining ſilent. 
Ine committee had deemed this ſilence on the part of Mr. 
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Owen contumacious towards the committee; and had direct- 
ed him, (Mr. S.) as chairman of that committee, to notice 
the ſame to the Houſe. He had thus complied with their 
direction, but, ever anxious, for the preſervation of the libert; 
of the preſs, he did not with to extend the proceedings of that 
Houſe beyond the author of the pamphlet, nor ſhould he have 
been inclined to be fo rigorous towards him, but for the au- 
thority which he held, and which was fo able to impoſe per- 
nicious doctrines on the opinions of the people. It was with 
great reluctance, therefore, though he felt himſelf obliged to 
do it, that he mentioned the determination of Mr. Owen net 
to give up the author of the pamphlet but he begged th: 
Houſe to underſtand that he did not with for any proſecution 
againſt the printer or publiſher of it. He was bound to te- 
port the fact, and how far the Houſe ſhould act upon the 
contempt of their committee by Mr, Owen's refuſal, he lt 
to the deciſion of the Houſe itſelf. Upon theſe grounds he 
did not feel] it incumbent to make any propoſition, or move 
any refolutions againſt the printer or the publiſher, | 

With reſpect to Mr. Reeves, as he. was chairman of the 
aſſociation at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, it was the ob- 
zect of the committee to compare his hand writing in any of 
the papers belonging to that affociation, wich the proof 
theets of the pamphlet, and as the only way to do fo was 
by getting at the ſecretary, they made enquiries for that 
purpoſe, but the object failed, Mr. Thomas Wright denied 
that he had ever acted as ſecretary to that aflociation, and 
being ſhewn the name of J. Moore, Secretary, ſig ned to the 
firſt aftociation and declaration and refolutions of the fociety, 
on the 20th of November, 1792, he anſwered, that J. Moore 
was a man in nubibus, a mere fictitious name, as no ſuch 
peiſon exiſted. | ; 

From Mr. Wright's evidence, however, it appeared that 
Mr. Reeves was the leading perſon of the memorable club, or 
ſociety of alarmiſts, who bad {-t the country in a flame of 
fear and diſcontent, with the bugbear tales of plots and con- 
ſpiracies, treaſons hatched and hatching, of deſigns on tie 
+ ower and the Bank, and Jacobin Clubs aflociated to intro- 
duce the levelling and Republican ſyſſems. It might, at a 
firſt glance, ſcem that the circumſtance of the chairman of 
ſuch an aſſociation as that at the Crown and Anchor, being 
the author of that libe! before the Houſe, was of a trivial 
nature; if it was, however, conſidered that the chairman was 
himfeli in the conſtant habit of correſpondence and 3 

wW:: 
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with the Treaſury, that that ſociety had two thouſand other 
ſocieties branched off and affiliated with it, and that ſuch 
doctrines as the libel then before the Houſe held forth obtained 
the moſt rapid, and, he might ſay, fatal circulation-through 
the country; when it appeared that the correſpondence be- 
tween Mr. Reeves's mother ſociety and the two thouſand 
nurſeries of his principles, would make fourteen folio volumes; 
he thought the ſeriouſneſs of ſuch a connexion was of no light 
conſideration. - Of all the occurrencies which had ariſen ſince 
the revolution, it was the moſt alarming forthe liberties of this 
country, that a man, countenanced, as he was, by govern- 
ment, with ſuch means in his poſſeſſion of diſſeminating his 
deteſtable doctrines, ſhould, aſter having circulated the 
wicked principles of. others through every ramification of the 
Society for protecting Liberty and Property from Repub- 
licans and Levellers, be himſelf the author of a work which 
{truck at the foundation of the government, which aſlerted 
the inutility of the two Houſes of Parliament, aud the ſole 
and excluſive right of the government and the Jaw exiſting in 
the King: when he ſaw all this, and knew that ſuch an aſloci - 
ation, acting with a vicious vigour, erecting itſelf on deception, 
ſupporting itſelf by falſehood, and maintaining itſelf by noto- 
rious treachery and boundleſs corruption, had tor its preſident, 
the author of the libel upon which the Houſe had already 
decided, he thought it an alarming criſts for the country, and 
a moſt important object for the conſideration of the Houſe, 
Mr. Sheridan entered into a hiſtory of the aſſociation, which 
he ſaid was commenced in November, 1792, and obſerved 
how remarkable it was that the nation was trenquil, no fears 
abroad or at home, no apprehenſions entertained but for the 
iſſue of the war; that in one month after that ſociety had been 
inſtituted, the nation was alarmed from one end to the other, 
the guards were doubled, a hoſt of ſpies were for the firſt 
time employed under the ſanction of thoſe countenanced by 
the King of Great Britain's miniſters; arms and ammunition 
were provided, and the Duke of Richmond ſuddenly threw 
himſelf into the Lower, with all the terror that might ariſe 
from an invaſion z with what effect their lordſhips all knew. 
After Secret Committees of that Houſe had formed their re- 
ports, and after Meſſrs. Hardy and Tooke had been threat- 
ened with all the penalties of treaſon, it appeared that not 
even one of the hired ſpies of miniſters could prove a ſingle 
act in any ſhape reſembling plot or conſpiracy, although every 
effort of power, artifice, and corruption had been exerted ta 
{trengthen and ſupport the charges urged againſt them. 
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The Aſſociation he ſaid, had commenced with conſcious 
uilt, and had proceeded upon principles of fraud and treachery, 

t appeared, from Mr. Wright's evidence, that while they 
advertiſed that they would receive anonymous information, 
they added as a nota bene, © all letters and communications are 
requeſted to be addreſſed to the ſecretary, J. Moore, at this 
place.” And who was this ſecretary ? Mr. Wright ſald it 
was a man in nubibus; that it was an unreal man, a mere 
fiction; that no ſuch man exiſted; and that even the Com- 
mittee did not know, nor did any one but Mr. Reeves and MIt. 

Wright, that it was a fictitious name. What mult be thougt 

of the credulity of that Committee, and what of the con- 

ſcience of him who inſtituted ſuch meaſures, but as the ope- 
rations of fear, of guilt, and impeſture ? At the third meeting 
of the ſociety, it appeared that the Committee was informed 
that the ſectetary was a non- entity. The effect this anony- 
mous ſyſtem had upen Mr. Thomas Law, could not be for- 
gotten, Mr. Law, in a manner equally honourable to his 
head and heart, after remonſtrating againſt the reſolution for 
receiving anonymous information, withdrew from that ſociety, 
and expoſed the dark principle of its inſtitution. It was re- 
markable alſo, that the very reſolutions which conſtitute the 
anonymous ſyſtem were carefully kept out of their books and 

open proceedings. l : . 

It was not however to this ſecret ſyſtem of ſpies and ia- 
| formers, the invitation of anonymous information, nor the 
1 then circulation of the proceedings of that ſociety, Which 
1 contained many particulars no leſs ibellous than the pamphlet 


1 before the houſe, equally inimical to the freedom of the people 
e of this country, the privileges of both houſes, and even to 
15 that title upon which alone his Majeſty holds his crown; but 
7 the works of Soame Jenyns, Whitaker, and Arthur Young, 
j i have been openly recommended and circulated by that ſociety; 
. and the thanks of Mr. Reeves given for ſome of thoſe doc- 
1 trines, which were in themſelves treaſonable to the conſtitu- 
A tion of the nation. In a work of Young's it is ſtated, © that 

4% ce the corruption of the houſe of commons will always increaſe 

43.4 « with the power which it may be found to poſſeſs, and that, 


« without ſuctr a parliament the nation would be better 
ec without any!” And in the ſame work it is aſſerted, that 
c by an independent parliament, is meant one that will 
oppoſe any adminiſtration; that in every conſtitution there are 
ſome men without conſcience, ' without judgment, and others 
without both; that by corruption thoſe ſcattered character, 
are collected and united, and the buſineſs of government goes 
on ſmoothly ;** and finally that ** an independent houſe of com- 
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mons is no part of the Britiſh conſtitution,” When ſuch doctrines 
are circulated, and when thanks are given by the circulator 
to the author, it is but fair to conſider thoſe ſentiments as 
adopted. and made his own; and when connected with the 
publication of the libel then before the houſe, the facts con- 
nected in one view, formed an object the molt hideous that 
this country had known for a century to interfere with its 
government. L | 

He lamented that the committee had not been veſted with 
powers more ample, as he was convinced, from what he had 
already ſeen, that they could have traced the exiſtence of a 
regular and deep laid plot to introduce deſpotiſm in this country 
to its ſource ; and to have ſhewn that the title aſſumed by that 
ſociety, profeſſedly to oppoſe republicans and levellers, was 
only a cover and a pretext under which hoth houſes of parlia- 
ment were meant to be overturned,” and tyranny completely 
eſtabliſhed on the ruins of that little freedom which ftill re- 
mained in the country. 

He adverted to a precedent of the year 1680, when the 
Judges Scroggs, Jones, and Weſton, were accuſed of coun- 
tenancing deſpotiſm, wherein one of thoſe judges expreſſed 
himſelf in tetms the moſt harſh againſt Luther, Calvin, and 
Zinglius, and againſt their followers; whom, he had ſaid 
were men of ſuch} harſh ſpirits and ſuch favourers of demo- 
cracy, that nothing would ſerve then but a parliament ; for 
his own part, the judge had faid he knew of no authority to 
whom he could 2 nor of any law but what came from the 
King, Such was preciſely the ſtyle of Mr. Reeves and his 
aſſociations; and he hoped the Houſe would fee their honour 
was concerned, to confer a ſignal proof of their diſpleaſure 
on the author of ſuch doctrines; ſince it was their duty to 
inform their fellow citizens generally, and their conſtituents 
in particular, ſo that they might apprehend and comprehend 
what that conſtitution was which was meant to be main- 
tained, | | aft LUI 

He could not avoid remarking, however, that by the bills 
which had juſt paſſed, all public meetings in future were to be 
under the controul of "magiſtrates, that in the laſt commiſſion 
Mr. Reeves was made a juſtice of the peace, and that in 
Weſtminſter: the mighty movers of ſedition, as they were 
denominated, chiefly held their meetings. A right honourable 
gentleman had thought that the paid magiſtrates of Weſtmin- 
iter would not be the firſt to obtrude themſelves-at any of 
theſe meetings, and perhaps he himſelf might incline to that 

38 2 opinion. 
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opinion. He did not think ſuch a man as Mr. Bond, for in- 


ſtance, would, who always behaved in a fair and modeſt 


manner. He begged to be underſtood that he made no allu. 


fon to that gentleman's former mode of life. Whatever that 
might have been, when he certainly could have no expeQations 
of his preſent rank, fihce he had been in office, he had alwa 

been reſpectable ; and Mr. Sheridan ſaid he thought it highly 
improper in the other magiſtrates, when he came into the 


commiſſion, to refuſe to affociate with him, and ſtigmatiſe 


him as | 

* The Cut-purſe of the Empire, and the Rule,” 
If ſuch magiſtrates as theſe, then, would not be the firſt ts 
Giſperſe a public meeting, who would? Why the man of all 


others would be Mr. Reeves. Mr. Reeves would make him- 
ſelf the chief juſtice of ſeditious aſſemblies, the diQator of the 


day; and if any perſon preſumed to ſay that extravagant 


courts, ſelfiſh miniſters, rotten Boroughs, and corrupt ma- 
jorities ought to be aboliſhed and reformed, he it was that 
would inftantly call out to "Townſend and Carpmeal, „ Seize 
that fellow by the throat, away with- him to priſon he is a 
traitor and proclaims ſedition;“ becauſe Mr. Reeves had pre- 
viouſly declared that every one of theſe abuſes is eſſential to 
our government. Therefore it was the duty of the Houſe, 
after the paſſing of thoſe bills, to hold out to the contrary an 
indemnity, by declaring that the abuſes were not among the 
facred parts of the conſtitution; or elſe in every meeting they 
would leave no rule for the magiſtrate, and no limits for the 
people, to preſerve themſelves from violation. 

He ſaid he had long before expoſed the falſehood of charges 
of plots. and conſpiracies, and he lamented the credulity of 
miniſters, if it was credulity, that led them to believe them, 


and to adopt the machiavelian principle of uſing baſe means 


to accompliſh what they might concieve to be good ends, 


which, when their imaginations had been diſturbed. by the 
artifices of Mr. Reeves, he was inclined to think was really 


and truly the caſe, from what had fallen from a right honour- 
able gentleman, who had aſſerted that Mr. Reeves . deſerved 
the gratitude of the country, | 85 

He mentioned, he ſaid, for the fifth time in that Houſe, 


another plot that had ſprung from that aſſociation; he meant 
the pop-gun plot, as it was called, which, often as he had 


mentioned it, had never once been noticed or replied to from 
the other ſide of the Houic, He ſtated that two — 
a | . . name 
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named F. Smith and G. Higgins, were ſeized and committed 
upon the following order of the privy council, ligned by lord 
Loughborough and William Pitt. 


« Theſe are in his Majeſty's name to authorize and require you to receive into 
your cuſtody the body of John Smith, herewith ſent you for high treaſon ; 3 
and you are to keep him ſafe and cloſe untill be ſhall be delivered by due 
courſe of law z and for ſo doing this ſhall be your ſufficient warrant.” _ 

From the Council Chamber at * this 10th day of October, 
1794. | | 
« To the Kezrer of NewGaATE,” 


From that time to the 10th of May, through the whole of 
an unuſually ſevere winter, they were confined. in cold and 
miſerable cells, and the families of both reduced to the greateſt 
diſtreſs. At the period when he (Mr. Sheridan) = about 
to propoſe the repeal of the Habeas Corpus Art, one of the 
perſons, Smith, wrote him the following letter, which would 
ſpeak for itſelf, 


INS | Felony Side, Newgate, January 5, 1705. 

« Sir, | 
& Seeing in the public papers that you intend this day to move for leave to 
bring in a bill to repeal the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas, Corpus Act, I take the 
liberty of ſending you an account of my ſituation. On the 2$th of September L 
was taken into cuſtody by a warrant from the Secretary of State, and thrown into 
a diſmal cell in New Priſon Clerkenwell, from thence I was taken to the Privy 
until, and there examined ſeveral times. From the queſtions they put to me, 
it appears that 1 was charged as being concerned in the Plot for aſſaſſinating his 
Majeſty. I can ature you, Sir, on the word of a man, that 1 never heard, ſaw, 
or knew any thing of the faid plot till I was in the Privy Council. On the 10th 
of October, I was committed to this place on à charge of High Treaſon, with- 
out any hope of being brought to trial, having been dragged from home, leaving 
a wife and. four children without any ſupport, and having loſt a place of aboye 
ixcy pounds a year. I am at this time in a diſmal cell in Newgate, where no- 
thing is to be heard but the rattling of irons from the felons. My friends cannot 
come to ſee me without being robbed, having to paſs through a yard in which are 

ſome of the moſt abandoned wretches. Phe above I can aſſure you are facts. 
« By taking public notice of the above you will much- oblige 

. «© Your obedicnt humble fervant, 4 

« To'R. B. ie, Eſq. Jobs Smith. 


In this condition did this man and the other ſolicit” trial, 
diſmiſnon, or enlargement on bail; it was to be obſerved of 
taem, that confiding in theif own innocence, even with the 
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aggravating circumſtances of family diſtreſs, they aſked no 
other favour but trial or diſcharge 3 neither was however 
granted them. Smith wrote again in February. To which 
letter no anſwer was ſent. A reſpectable man, Mr. Parkinſon, 
went to ſee him; found him in a ſtate truly deſperate ; and, 
with a dignity of heart that reflected the higheſt credit on his 
character, repreſented the poor man's caſe to the privy council, 
which only procured a change of apartments; and in April 
he wrote again; and he was informed that a milder letter 
would procure his releaſe on any bail whatever. Thus, after 


the deſtruction of his property, the danger of his life by a 


ruthleſs impriſonment, and, the miſery of a numerous family, 
his oppreffors tell him in his priſon, you muſt not be a man, 
you mult ceaſe to feel like an Engliſhman. You muſt not 
dare, aſter the torment and diſtreſs we have heaped on you, 
to ſpeak but as a flave, and lick the feet of thoſe who — 
trod upon you, and proved that the tyrannical days of the 
French government, or of the worſt tyranny that ever exiſted, 
were not worſe than what an Engliſhman is hable to ſuffer 
under the abuſe of its laws. 

He did not mean, however, to move for a proſecution, 
though he had no miſtruſt of the honourable and learned 
gentleman oppoſite (the attorney general), He 'put it to the 
houſe whether they ought not to meaſure equal juſtice for a 
conſpiracy to lop off the lords and commons, as the King; 
and obſerved that all the precedents went to this point, where 
there was a high breach of the privilege of parliament. The 


pamphlet was not a theoretical treatiſe on government, but a 


ractical exhortation, addreſſed to the plain ſenſe of the people. 
What he propoſed therefore was to move for the cenſure of 
the houſe, and to proclaim that cenſure by having the pamph- 


let burnt by the hands of the common hangman. He objected 


to a proſecution moſt peremptorily, as he wiſhed to ſet an 
example of lenity and mercy, contrary to what Mr. Reeves 


- himſelf practiſed; but though it was with great reluctance he 
ſubmitted to the miniſters themſelves whether this ſhould not 
be followed up by an Addreſs to his Majeſty to remove him 


from any place ot truſt, and inſtead of committing him to 


: Newgate, he deſigned to move that he ſhould be ſummoned 


to attend at the bar of the houſe, to receive a reprimand from 
the Speaker, and be adviſed to make an alteration in his mind, 
and diſavowal of his ſentiments, 

Mr. Sheridan concluded with moving, 

* That one of the ſaid pamplets be burnt by the hands of the common hangman, 


che 
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the ſald pamphlets be alſo burnt on Tueſday, the 22d inſtant, on the Royal Ex- 
change, by the common hangman; and that the ſheriffs of London and Middleſes 
de directed to attend, and ſee the ſame carried into execution,” 


Ar. Secretary Dundas ſaid, it was not his intention to ad- 
vert at preſent to what paſſed on the night when the ſubject 
was firſt brought forward, and when the houſe came to the 
reſolution that the book in queſtion was a ſeditious libel. 
Having been abſent that night, he had not the advantage of 
hearing the book read. Whether he might, or might not, 
however think it had a dangerous tendency, it was his duty, as 
a member of parliament, to found all his obſervations on that 
reſolution. He owned he viewed the ſubject in a very dif- 
terent light from that ſtated by the honourable gentleman 
who made the motion. The pamphlet was to be conſidered 
as a breach of privilege, the houſe would act ja taking up the 
matter in the way the honourable gentleman defired, at once 
as party, proſecutor, and judge; a complication of powers, 
that he thought they ſhould by no means exerciſe. | 
It was his opinion, he confeſſed that nothing could have 
more tended to preſerve the dignity of the houſe, or to ſup- 
port its honour and character, than that the libels, which had 
been lately publiſhed in ſuch extraordinary numbers, had mere 
frequently met with: cenſure than puniſhment ; many of 
which were in the higheſt degree, contumacious, and levelled 
qireclly at the proceedings of the two Houſes of Parliament: 
though the reforming eyes of gentlemen on the other fide had 
not taken them into view. What mutt any gentleman, who 
valued the privileges of that Houle, think upon reading as he 
nad done, in a paper, a paragraph to this effect: Laſt night 
the bill for repealing the Britiſh conſtitution paſſed the Houſe 

of Commons.“ | 
Had the motion of the honourable gentleman been con- 
fined to a caſe of mere literal breach of privilege, it might not 
perhaps be inapplicable ; but when he complained of a trauſcen- 
dent breach of privilege, to which the Houſe had applied ſo 
very ſtrong a reſolution as it had come to, he for one ſhould 
ſet his face againſt a mode of proceeding ſuited only to a mere 
ordinary breach of privilege. Such had. been uniformly his 
opinion; and he ſhould require nothing more to confirm him 
in it, or to convince the Houſe, than the tenor of the honour- 
able gentleman's motion. As tar as he underſtood him, the 
motion was, in the firſt inſtance, that the book ſhould be 
burned by the hands of the common hangman; and. that was 
to be followed vp by an Addreſs to his Majeſty. to roy 
67 551 r. 
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Mr. Reeves from all offices of truſt. "Thus, without afford. 
ing the accuſed the legal opportunity of encountering the evi- 
dence, by croſs examining. and invalidating the teſtimony 
of witneſles, or of making a defence, but merely on ex part: 
evidence, not even taken upon oath, he was to ſuffer a pu- 
niſhment the worſt almoſt that on an individual could be in- 
flicted, and which never was inflicted for the heavieſt crimes ; 
namely, a total incapacition from all offices of truſt. 

Mr. Shrridan interrupted Mr. Dundas, for the ſake, he 
ſaid, of ſaving the time of the Houſe, - He did not ſay he 
ſhould move to addreſs his Majeſty to diſmiſs Mr. Reeves. 
He only ſuggeſted the propriety of -ordering Mr. Reeves to 
attend. As to any further proceeding being had againſt 
him, ſo far had he been from urging it, that he had expreſoly 
Rated he ſhould leave it to miniſters themſelves to conſider 
whether they could think that ſuch a man was capable of filling 
with propriety the office of a magiſlrate in this country. - 
Mr. Dundas proceeded and faid, he put the queſtion to 
him acroſs the table ; and, as he did not hear him deny it, had 
taken it for granted his intended propoſitions were to be to 
that effect. That however made little difference to his argu- 
ment, as it was ſtil] meant that Mr. Reeves was to be brought 
to the bar of that Houſe. Suppoſe Mr. Reeves were to at- 
tend that Houſe, how was he to make his defence to evidence 
that had been already taken ex parte upon this ſubject? How 
did it accord with the principles of juſtice that a man ſhould 
be brought before a popular aſſembly, who muſt in juſtice to 


thcir own proceedings already had, be allowed to be inflamed 


againſt him in ſome degree? How could he have that impar- 
tial audience which Juſtice required before his caſe ſhould be 
decided upon? The queſtion really was, Whether the Com- 
mons would, in a cafe in which they themſelves. were parties 


proceed to decide by their own power, or refer the matter to 
A trial by another judicature ? Ihe reſolution: which paſſed on 
a former night, had declared the book to be a malicious and 
ſeditious libel; and the Commons having ſo given their opi- 


nion already on the ſubject, no one could deny that it was fit 
for legal inquiry; and that another juriſdiction would more 


properly, more ſobetrly, and more temperately, take up the 


matter than the Houſe. He obſerved, that there was not 2 
ſingle topic of accuſtomed attack which the honourable gen- 


tleman had not contrived to ſeize by the head and ſhouldeis 
and force into his ſpeech. Mr. Reeves, the aſſociation, mini- 
ſters, judges, juſtices; all theſe were the ſports of his invective 
that night. The honourable gentleman needed not have 


taken 
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taken the trouble to own, that not the pamphlet, nor the ſup- 
zoſed author, merely as author, bu: that Mr. Reeves, t 
head of the LDoya] Aﬀociation, was the object of his averſion, 
"There was no ohe who had the leaſt as that the reaſon of 
the honourable gentieman's bringing this charge againſt Mr. 
Reeves was, that he had ſet on foot thoſe aſſociations. It was 
ſuperfluous, therefore, for him to confeſs, that the aſſociations 
were the true object of his attacx. Every body would give 
him full credit tor that, even without the proofs of his own 
candid confeſſion. 5 9 1 
Mr. Dundas ſaid he was free to confeſs, that, ſo far from 
feeling ſevere to Mr. Reeves, he was of opinion, that, in the 
year 1792, the aſſoeration ſet on foot by that gentleman had 
done infinite govd to the country. This was his opinion 
however other gentlemen might entertain a different ſenti- 
ment. If the honourable gentleman was of a contrary opini- 
on, and really thought that the aſſociation had been productive 
of miſchief, he had certeinly a right to be offended. * In the 
breaſts of thoſe who thought with him, that thoſe affociations 
guarding the minds of the people againſt the poiſon of their 
inſidious enemies, and awaking them to their danger, the 
preſent peace and quiet of the country, was, in a ou mea- 
ſure, to be attributed, no rancour or ſeverity againſt the pro- 
moter of thoſe aſſociations could find place. It would be 
their duty, then, to lay that circumſtance quite out of their 
mind; and fo far the honourable gentleman's argument would 
be of no effect. | — 
The houſe, he again ſaid, muſt ground their whole pro- 
ceedings on the reſolution already come to. There was no- 
thing more, therefore, that they could of themſelves do, to add 
to the effect of that reſolution. The plan propoſed. by the 
honourable gentleman (that of burning the pamphlet) would. be 
doing nothing. If the publication were really miſchievous, that 
was not the way to prevent its pernicious effects; ſince ex- 
perience muſt inform gentlemen, that they could not take a 
more effectual method of promoting its circulation; thouſands 
would be fold in conſequence of its being burned, that would 
not otherwiſe be enquired af er. He begged alſo to aſk, if 
gentlemen were ignorant how many moſt pernicious pamphlets 
were circulating at that very time? Was parliament to ſe- 
ect that one, and leave the reſt behind? If gentlemen were 
diſpoſed to comprehend all ſuch libels in their cenſure, let 
them do it; let a committee be appointed to take them all in, 
and make a bon- fire in Palace Y arg. If all that were truly dan- 
gerous (for ſurely they would not ſeriouſly ſay that 5 
Vor. II. 1795. 93 Was 
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was ſolely to be apprehended from the pamphlet in queſtion) 
were committed to the flames, the bonhre would be great in- 
deed, as large a one as Palace Yard would hold. Condemn- 
ing this alone would, in fact, be giving an imprimatur to the 
rell. It was better, therefore, to let it go to a regular proſe- 
cution. If the preſent motion paſſed, it could not ſtop there; 
ſomething. further muſt neceſlarily be done: and juſtice and 
conſiſtency demanded that they ſhould ſend it to a jury, who 
would give a fair and hae. verdict on the ſubject. 

For theſe reaſons he moved an amendment, to leave out all 
but the firſt word of the motion, and in its place to ſubſtitute— 
That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, beſeech- 
ing his Majeſty to direct his Atorney General to proſecute 

r. ohn eeves, as author or publiſher of the pamphlet 
called Thoughts on the Engliſh Government; and the 
printer of the Fd pamphlet.” 

Lord Sheffield ſeconded the amendment, and ſaid he ſhould 
think it a loſs of time to notice the extraordinary expreſſions 
or epiſodes introduced in the ſpeech of the  honour- 
able gentleman who began the debate, he wiſhed at the 
ſane time it was not neceſſary to notice the ſhameful propo- 
fition, to condemn a. man before he was proved guilty. It 
had been faid, that this houſe was the moſt proper place to paſs 
ſentence, upon the author of the objeGionable pamphlet; he 
thought it was the worſt, and he was apprehenſive his reaſons 
for expreſſing that opinion would not, Hatter either fide of the 
houſe, He obſerved one ſet of men, inſtead of proſecuting 
a libel againſt the conſtitution, meant to proſecute a man 
whom they conſidered as, having counteracted their views; 
and on the other ſide, he obſerved a diſpoſition to ſhrink from 
and withhold the common protection due to a man, whom it 
was evidently intended to oppreſs, alchough they did no: con- 
ſider him as guilty. His great anxiety that the houſe ſhould 
preſerve the character which became them, obliged him to 
with the pamphlet to be ſent to a fair trial, and that the pro- 
ſecution {bould be carried on by the Attorney General, in 2 
court where the queſtion would be decided by evidence on 
oath. F 
De Speaker having put the amendment, 

Mr. Sheridan diſclaimed all, idea of his wiſhing to puniſh 
any one but the author; nor was he, he declared, very an- 
xious to puniſh even him; his chief object was, that the 
houſe ſhould expre's its ſentiments on the doctrine maintained 
in the book itſelf. e ee 
Mr. Joh li contendęd, that Mr. Dundas had not proceede: 
8 i in 
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in his arguments in a very regular or parliamentary manners 
He differed from him entirely in his ideas of the propriety 
of (ending the caſe to a court of la becauſe, although:he. 
thought as highly of that tribunal as any man in England, yet. 
he muſt ſay that Houſe ought to take cafe of its n privileges 
ile) f.. T be-richt: honourable Secretary: had. argued as if the 
pamphlet did not contain that whicly the Houſe had deelared it 
did contain. The publication was an attack upon the very 
exiſtence of Parliament, and he regarded it as part of m ſyſtem 
which had been long acted upon by Mr. Reeves and hi col- 
ieagues all over the country. He was therefore of opinion, 
that ſuch an attack was only cognizable by Parliament. A 
warm panegyric had been pronounced upon the aſlociations. 
Did the right honourabie gentleman approve bf the mode in 
which the Crown and Anchor aftociation” had proceeded ?- 
Had he read the letter of a reſpectable friend of his in the laws 
the brother of a- member of that Houſe, Who had leſt the 
allociation with a juſt contempt fot their meaſures, , and had ' 
{tated to the public his reafons/fer leauing them! Did he 
prove of the idea af / a fictitious ſectetary, or of anohymGus 
information being encouraged? Did he not think that uch ar 
proceeding would be a diſgrace even to a Venetian govern- 
ment? By the Crown and Anchor aſſoc iatidn, pamphlets had 
deen eirculated, in order to citabliſh the Jacobin priaciple of, 
aſñliated ſocieties, at the very time When the ſociety were ſo 
warmly contending againſtialſ principles of that deſcription, 1. 
Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Jekyll obſerved, had not ſaid, that he 
would move for an addreſs to his Majeſty, to remove Mr. 
Reeves from any place of truſt. Such a motion he truſted 
would be unneceſſary, becauſe he hoped there was virtue 
enough in the executive government not to employ ſuch 
man. Mr. Reeves was a magiſtrate, and might act under 
the laſt of the two dills that had been paſt. He was by one- 
clauſe to go as neat to. any meeting as he ſafely could, to 
halloo, and command the meeting to diſperſe; and in the 
next clauſe he was to atreſt any peiſon hom be might con- 
ccive to be holding ſeditious language. Thus, Mr. Reeves 
was to have a commiſſion uf Terminer for diſperſing any meet- 
ing, but not a commiſſion of Oyer. e wat 
The Secretary at War (Mr. Windham) in a former debate 
upon the ſubject, had ingeniouſly divided and ſubdivided the 
libellous matter in the pamphlet. Part, be ſaid, was matter of 
opinion, part matter of fact, and the reſt was metaphor. This 
r:mnded him of a ſtory which he remembered of Serjeant 
Davy, upon the Weſtern: Circuit. An action was brough: for 
| IIA ander 
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ſlander; and the ſlanderous words were, You are a pret'y fellow ! 
Tu flole''a horſe! "You'll be hanged! Serjeant Davy aſked, 
upon the trial, how could that be called ſſander i here was 
a” compliment, a matter of fact, and à matter of law. 
«You're a pretty fellow 3” that's a comphiment, © You 
ſtole 4 horſe; that's a matter of fact, You'll be hanged ;” 
that's a matter of law. The compliment, fact, and law, how- 
ever, amounted together to ſlander; and ſo did the matter com- 
plained of, taken as a whole, amount to a hbel.--* 

How came it, he would aſk, that no gentleman on the other 
fide of the Houſe had got up, and denied that Mr. Reeves was 
the author of the 'pamphlet/?PFhe' motion of Mr. Sheridan 
had been founded upon precedents. '' "Po the objection that 
had been adduced azainft the Houſe taking judicial cognizance 
of the libel, he ſhould reply by aſking whether the Houſe, 
previous to the tate trials, had not, by their ſecret committee, 
anticedet and almoſt-ſuperceded the functions of a grand jury? 
He ſhould, therefore, from a due confideration of the caſe, vote 
for the motion of bis honorable friend)“ 

Mr. Douglas obſet vel, that the oppoſition of the honourzble 
ve. to the ainenoment was veryiſingular. They brought 

erward the buſineſs; and When a motion was mude to fend it 
to u jury, Who, if they found Mr. Reeves to be the author, 
would apply a much. ſeverer ſentence upon the caſe than that 
Houſe could, the honourable gentleman woult not agree to it. 
It was but juſt that prima' facie evidence before the Houſe 
ſhould go to a jury, and if brought before a- jury, impunity 
only could ariſe frum innocenee: and ſuroly gentlemen could 
not with to puniſh When chere was not guilt. The amend- 
ment itſelf ſhewed' that his honourable friend (Mr. Dundas) 
had adopted the reſolut ion of the Houſe; ſo that the ii ſinuation 
ot Me Jekyl, that his right honourable friend had taken ad- 
vantage of his abſence to controvert the opinion of the Houle, 
was without the ſhadow of foundation. ' An honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Sheridan) had ſaid much about Mr. Reeves being 
the promoter of the loyal aſſociation; fuppoſing that point to 
be as he had ſtated it, and the reſponſibility of Mr. Reeves for 
all the publications of the affociations' eſtabliſhed, what wou!d 
— avail to the preſent queſtion ? I be honourable gentleman 

d declaimed againſt a noble lord (Lord Mornington) for argu- 
ing from ſcraps, while he himſelf endeavouted to eftabliſh the 
guilt of Mr. Reeves on a number of difunited fcraps, without 
ever conſidering the context. In the adminiſtration of juſtice, 
when inquiring into a tact of which any one was accuſe, 4 


jury were never ſuffered to liſten to any kind of diſtinct ex- 
5 trinlic 
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trinſic charge; to liſten to the matter introduced by the 
honourable gentleman would, therefore, be contrary to the 
eſtabliſhed principles of the adminiſtration of juſtice. Let 
the Houſe call to mind how much declamation they had heard 
from gentlemen on the other ſide in favour of juries, hen 
the conſpirators were found not guilty. It was extraordinary 
that gentlemen ſhould, on the preſent occaſion, object, and 
contend, chat if Mr. Reeves was guilty, he would not be 
found fo. n KI 2 225) 39 7: 24771 

Although he gave great weight to what fell from the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, on the firſt might, it did not, 
Mr. Douglas owned, produce perſect conviction in his mind: 
he therefore read the book through, and the refult was, he 
thought it deſerved the moſt ſevere cenſure." As to his right 
honourable friend's (Mr. Windham) aflertion, that the offen- 
ſive part was a metaphor, he agreed to the truth of it. It Was 
2 metaphor, but as plainly, nevertheleſs, as any language, 
however ſimple, could expreſs, that me Kingly power could 
ſubſiſt, and be a legiſlature, if the to other parts were de- 
ſtroyed. The moſt guilty expreſſion might be clearly expreſſed 
in figurative Janzuage. A very fingular inftance of that oc- 
curred in the trial of the late unhappy King of France. The 
deteſtable, infamous Barrere, when he came to give his 
wicked verdict on his detencelefs Sovereign, ſpoke in meta- 
phor, and faid, (Let the tree of liberty be moiltened with 
the blood of the tyrant.” The more enlightened and illuſ- 
trious regicide Sciyes, horror-ftruck with the levity of the 
other on ſuch an occaſion, roſe, and exclaimed, „ La Mert 
Jans phraſe.” The barbarity in that caſe was heightened by 
the metaphor, © And in this tne offence was not mitigated by 
it, He thought, therefore, it deſerved the cenſure of the 
Houſe ; and that Mr. Reeves ſhould be callad upon to make 
a defence, but it ſhould go to a court of law, where the pro- 
{-cution would be conducted with that fairneſs to the de- 
fendant, as well as the conſtitution, which had always diſtin- 
guiſhed the conduct of his Majeſty's attorney-general; and 
where Mr. Reeves might avail hiniſelf of the brillianc talents 
of a learned and honourable- gentleman on the other fide, 
1 _ Erſkine,) an advantage which he could not have in that 

ouſe, ri 94 

Mr. Martin obſerved, that the mode of procedure propoſed 
was juſtified by precedent ;' the object of it was not to burn 
Mr, . but bis book, and therefore he ſhould give his 
vote 
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Mr. Smith faid, that before he ſhould proceed to give his 
opinion upon the queſtion before the Houſe, he begged i 
make one obſervation upon the ſpeech of a noble lord who 
had ſpoken on the other fide of the Houſe : that noble lord 
(Lord Sheffield) had rather inſinuated than aflerted, that the 
gentlemen who brought this meaſure forward, were influenced 
more by animoſity againſt an individual, than by a ſtrict de- 
fire of public juſtice. He, however, deſired. to diſclaim every 
inſinuation of that kind, both for himſelf and thoſe gentlemen 
who agreed with him on this ſubje&t, becauſe he wes ſure 
they were, like himſelf, actuated ſolely by a ſenſe of their 
duty. As far. as his own individual opinion. went, he was 
averſe to proſecution in general, for publications, unleſs they 
tended to ſome overt act of a breach of the peace. However 
abſurd, falſe, or. unconſtitutional a book might be, unleſs it 
had the tendency. he mentioned, he ſhould only wiſh to mect 
it with refutation and expoſure. He was alto ready to de- 
clare that, in his opinion, more danger was to be apprehended 
from the works which had been publiſhed on the popular ſide 
af the queſtion, than from thoſe which appeared om: the other; 
becauſe he did not think that, in the preſent enlightened ſtate 
of mankind, men could be reaſofged into an attachment to- 
deſpotic monarchy. Some publications not on the popular 
fide of the que ſtian there certainly were, which did, in his 
apinion, call for puniſhment; and, above all, thoſe which at- 
tributed to every perſon who exerted himſelf in ſapport ot 
liberty the moſt atrocious principles. * ien 24 
With reſpect to the book. in queſtion, it as not neceflary 
to ſay any thing upon its pernicious tendency, becauſe the re- 
ſolution of the Houſe was deciſive upon that point; he withed, 
however, to obſerve, that this was not a ſingle pamphlet, but 
ane of a number founded upom the ſame principles, as a proof af 
which he referred to particular paſſages in tome tiers: from: 
Thomas Bull to John Bull, in which, be contended, the ſame 
doctrine was held. It did, however, appear, that this ſociety 
were convinced that they had gone a little too far ; fince in 
ſome of their later publications, they completely tetracted 
thoſe doctrines to which he had alluded. Ihe mode propoſed: 
by his honourab'ie friend (Mr, Sheridan) he ſaid, ſtruck bim 
as the moſt conſonant with propriety; becauſe it the queſtion. 
were ſent before a jury, they muſt give a general verdict of 
guilty or not guilty. Whereas, if the jury were of opinion, 
that there was not ſufficient evidence to juſtify them in finding 
Mr. Reeves guilty of being the author or publiſher of the. 
book, they mult of courſe bring in a verdict of net gui; at 
| 10W 
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how would that verdict be conftrued by different parties ? 
One fide would contend that the jury had acquitted the de- 
fendant, becauſe there was not ſufficient evidence to convict 
him of being the author or publiſher; and the other ſide 
would argue that he was acquitted becauſe the jury were of 
opinion, the pamphlet did not contain any libellous or ſeditious 
matter. Such a diſpute would not, in his opinion, be much 
for the honour of the Houſe, and therefore he ſhould certainly 
give his vote for the original motion. 

Mr. Fenkinſo1 ſaid, that the report of the committee con- 
tained tome inſinuations alluding to a noble lord nearly con- 
nected with him, (Lord Hawkeſbury) ; and ſome obſervations 
which had fallen f rom different gentlemen during this buſineſs 
of a ſimilar tendeney, had induced him to-riſe'for the purpoſe 
of declaring, that, the noble lord alluded to, did not know of 
the book in queſtion until it was made a matter of public diſ- 
cuſhion, and that no copy whatever had been ſent to his office, 
With reſpect to the ſituation which Mr. Reeves held under 


that noble lord, it was one which he had held for ten years; 


and he could aflert, that the noble lord was fully ſatisfied with 
the punctuality and fidelity with which he performed the 
duties of his office. | | 

With reſpect to the report of the committee, he did not 
think it did the committee much credit: they had aſked to 
have the committee revived, for the purpoſe. of producing 
ſome new and important matter: how far they had ſucceed- 
ed in adding at all to their firſt report, be ſhould leave to the 
Houſe to determine, . wil) 11 | | 

Str William Younge thought the ends of public juſtice 
would be fully anſwered, if the author were called to the bar 
of the Houſe, and reprimanded. by the Speaker: the ſenti- 
ments of the Houſe would then go forth into che kingdom, 
and it would be uniyerſally known that they equally abhorred 
attacks upon every part of the conſtitution. | 

Mr. Dent ſaid, he did not waolly approve of the mode of 
procedure, ſuggeſted either by the motion or the amendment. 
Much, he obſerved, had been ſaid with reſpect to the _—_ 
phical and theoretical nature of the pamphlet. It did not, in 
his opinion, contain one z2ta of either, but was too con- 
temptible to merit ſerious comment. He did not approve of 
heaping amendment on amendment, but would vote againſt 
proſecuting the publiſher. mr | 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he could not but be of opinion, that the 
committee had done right in reporting all they knew upon the 
lubject; and, not withſtanding what had been ſaid by a learned 

r. | gentiiman, 
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gentleman, (Mr. Douglas) he would aſk him, whether he 
was ſo ſure that, in political profecutions, it would be impro- 
per to bring in evidence of all the facts connected with thoſe 
proſecutions ? With reſpe& to the danger to be apprehende4 
from the pamphlet, he could not allow that the danger of an 
arbitrary government being eſtabliſhed was wholly chimeri. 
cal; though he was ready to admit that the recent feeling 
which had been excited by the two Bills, had, in a conſider. 
able degree, diminiſhed his apprehenſion of ſuch an event, 
In a mixed government like this, however, all publications 
were dangerous which tended to give to one of the parts of 
that government too great an aſcendancy over the reſt. It 
might be aſked why, if no proſecution were wiſhed, all the 
44 facis had been ſtated? For this plain reaſon, to convince the 
* Houſe of the impropriety of the pamphlet. What was it that 
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4 he deficed ? It was this, that as a pamphlet, ſuch as this, hav. 
A ing been brought before the Houſe, the Houſe ſhould not con- 
1304" tent themſelves with a mere vote of cenſure, but ſhould make 
(11186 the pamphlet undergo as it were the ignominious puniſhment 
i Ft of burning. With regard to precedents, he contended that, 


r 
* 


with a very few exceptions, they ran in favour of the original 
motion. Early in the preſent reign, a pamphlet, called, Don 
le Roi,” had been complained of, cenſured and burnt. At the 
commencement of the American war, another pamphlet, 
called the Criſis, had alſo been complained of and burat. Wy 
18: then ſhould it be for the honour of the Houſe at preſent tv 
1 4 ſhew ſuch tenderneſs for the doctrine contained in the pam- 
| | phlet, as to exempt it from the puniſhment which had been 
inflicted on ſimilar doctrines ? 

An inſinuation had gone forth that a wiſh to oppoſe Mr. 
Reeves had exiſted, and a noble lord (Lord Sheffield) had 
ſtated that that gentleman was to be proſccuted becauſe he 
had counteracted the views of gentlemen on his fide of the 
Houſe. He had not, Mr. Fox ſaid, the leaft heſitation to 
| own that Mr. Reeves had counteracted his views. His views 
11.90 | had been to put an end to all religious differences. Mr, 
1.47.58 EReeves's aſſociation, however, had tried to light up the flame 
192 08 of religious diſcord all over the kingdom. is own object 
1 had always been to preſerve the balance between all the parts 
bf the governmeny Mr. Reeves, by the circulation of 
Mr. Soame Jennings's doctrines, and other pamphlets, had 
tried to deftroy that balance. He was, therefore, not aſhamed 
to ſay, that Mr. Reeves had counteracted his views. Ile 
had mentioned Mr. Soame Jennings's pamphlet; he had read 
it when it firſt came out; he thought it ingenious and inno- 

cent. 


— 
Fn. va r 
5 4 l — 
FA 4 2 „ . pI. 
© IE ET ITS > 
2 a, « + £* 
2 
5 . 


— 2 
„ 
1 K 
x 445 
5 . 
3 


he 
* 


8 
n — 4 8 es _ — 
x b - LA 

. 5 


r 


3 —— 


** 


. ä . 
2 ene ed — «Mo + T7 * 
bg . 4 — 
2 2. " 


* 
w 2 7 — 
N 4 


F 
L 
1 
i 
1 
* 
LY 
© 
ty 
2 


bre. 14.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. $13 


cent, Though Mr. Jennings wrote it innocently, did Mr” 
Reeves circulate it innocently ? The material difference lay 
in that circumſtance altogether. ' 
| Arguments had been uſed to ſhew that the Houle, if they 
adopted the motion, the Houſe would, at the ſame time, be 
judge and jury. Was it not in the nature of things that it 
mult be ſo? and in a caſe which related to the privileges 
of the Houſe, how could it be otherwiſe ? Could any of the 
courts below. vindicate their privileges, in any other manner 
than by acting both as judge and jury? If he were aſked 
whether he would ſtop there, his reply would be, tha: he had 
no objection. He had no objection alſo to ſending for Mr, 
Reeves to the bar. At the bar he might make his defence 
and comment upon the evidence that had been adduced againſt 
him, in order either to diſprove it or abate its force and ap- 
plication. - $0 little ſolicitous was he with reſpect to puniſh- 
ment, that he ſhould not have cared much about burning the 
pamphlet, if Mr. Reeves had not been at the head of - theſe 
aſſociations z and if that and other pamphlets, circulated by 
theſe aſſociations, had not come out of the ſame ſhop. The 
removal from a place of truſt was, he admitted ir, a ſevere 
puniſkment z but was it not inflicted in caſes where particu- 
lar telts were not taken? Had it not been inflicted in caſes 
ſimilar to the preſent? In the caſe of the Biſhop of Worceſ- 
ter, who had interfered in an election, did not the Houſe in 
the reign of Queen Anne petition her Majeſty to remove him' 
from the office of Almoner to her Majelty ? 

Mr. Fox concluded, by deſiring the entries on the journals 
reſpecting the pamphlets Droiz le Roi and the Crifes wha read. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer reſerred to two precedents 
of a contrary tendency ; that of Mr. Murray, in 1751; and 
that of -a pamphlet called the South Briton, in which the 
Houſe had ordered proſecutions by the Attorney General. 
Sir WWilkam Dalben role, and was proceeding to vindicate 
and defend the pamphlet, when he was called to order by the 
Speaker, who told him that the Houſe having voted this a 
libel, it was not permitted to any member to defend it, unleſs 
he meant to reſcind the reſolution voting it to be a libel. 

dir William, however, ſtill proceeded. He obſerved, that 
the pamphlet ſtated that „ the King makes and executes the 
laws.” This was true and conſtitutional language, and was 
properly explained by what followed. The King,“ faid 
bir William, makes the law, for there can be no law without 
kim. We make the Acts, but they are not laws until 
receive his ſanction,” This was true and conſtitutional doc- 

Vor. II. 1795. 30 trine; 
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trine ; and his Majeſty might ſtill maintain the Kingly office, 
though the other two branches were lopped off, The whole 
book was innocent, if taken with the context. Sir William 
having been again called to order, finiſhed by obſerving, 
that after the reſolution which had paſſed the . Heuſe, he 
ſhould not vote at-all, either for the original motion, nor for 
the amendment. ; 

Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that if the honourable Baronet 
choſe to defend the principles of the pamphlet, he might 
move to adjourn the debate; and if that was carried, he 
would have an opportunity of moving that the reſolution of 
the Houſe might be reſcinded, in which caſe he might, if he 
pleaſed, enter into a vindication of the whole of the pam- 

let. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid that the Houſe could have 
no deſire of multiplying ſuperfluous debates; and therefore 
hoped no ſuch adjournment would take place. | 

Mr. Courtenay ſaid, it had been propoled that the hangman 
ſhould be employed to burn the pamphlet in queſtion, he 
wiſhed to propoſe, as a conciliatory mealure, that Mr. Reeves 
himſelf ſhould be the executioner on the occaſion; and that, 
if neceſſary, Mr. Arthur Young ſhould aſſiſt him, which he 
conſidered to be as fair and equitable a propoſal as could be 
wade, 

. The Secretary at War ſaid, as the Houſe had decided upon 
the work, he would riot preſume to defend it; but he would 
aſſert, that if the principles contained in that book were juſ- 
tifiable, there, nevertheleſs, did not appear any proof of bad 
intention in the author. The book was not printed in a 
cheap edition (as many groſs libels on the otherſide had been) 
for the purpoſe of being more eaſily circulated among the 
lower claſſes of the people. He was happy to hear thoſe gen- 
tlemen profeſs ſuch anxiety for the preſervation of the conſti- 
tution 10 all points ; hitherto they had ſeen, unmoved, innu- 
merable Jibels attacking the monarchical part of the conſtitu- 
tion; thoſe watchful guardians, however, were then aſleep ; 
but when a pamphlet appeared on the other fide, then their 
vigilance was rouſed, and all their vengeance called forth. 
He combated the various arguments advanced by Mr. Sheri- 
dan, with ejoquence, perſpicuity, and ſtrength cf argument. 
The ſudden change which had taken place in the opinion of 
thoſe gentlemen with reſpect to juries, was, he ſaid, worthy 
notice; at one time they were idolized, and their deciſions 
even ſet above thoſe of the Houſe of Commons; it ſo hap- 
pened, however, that reſpecting this caſe, the opinions of 

5 7 gentlemen 
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gentlemen were changed, and they were afraid to venture be- 
tore a jury. The Secretary at war coneluded with declaring, 
that feeling himſelf bound by the deciſion of the Houſe to ad- 
mit that this was a libel, he ſhould give his vote for a proſe- 
cution by the Attorney-General, rather than for any other 
mode of procedure, 

Sir William Young explained. 

Mr. M ilberſforce ſupported the amendment. 


1 4 


Mr. Maurice Robinſon expreſſed his regret that the debate 
had taken a party turn. He conceived the conſtitution to be 
deeply intereſted in the queſtion, and if the Houſe gave the 
puniſhment out of their own hands, it was giving up every 
thing. He compared the pamphlets of Mr. Reeves and 
Mr. Arthur Young, to two vipers ftrangling the conſti- 
tution, 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that the gentlemen on his fide of the 
Houſe were only deſirous of reprobating the doctrine in the 
pamphlet. They had no deſire of proſecuting the author, 
though he had been the man who had chiefly, by his dark and 
furious ſpirit, given riſe to all the proſecutions which had 
taken place, He read the names of ſome of thoſe proſecutions, 
and defired to know whether, when. the Houſe were paſſing 
bills, which, they ſaid, were neceſſary to repreſs the attacks 
upon one fide, they ought not to ſhew an equal willingneſs to 
protect the conſtitution on the other? wy 

Sir G. P. Turner ſaid, he was againſt burning the pamphlet by 
the hands of the common hangman, which, he ſaid, would only 
draw a crowd of idle people together, make them neglect their 
buſineſs, and occaſion a great loſs to the community. 

The gallery was then cleared of ſtrangers, when the original 
queſtion was put, and negatived. „ | 

It was propaſed, on Mr. Dundas's motion, to addreſs the 
Crown to profecute John Reeves, Eſq. together with the 
printer and publiſher. | | 

Mr. Sheridan moved to amend this, by leaving out the 
printer, which was agreed to; on putting the main queſtion, 
vir William Dolben and Mr. Dent inſiſted upon dividing the 
Houſe, when they were told out, it appearing that the number 


of members preſent were only, 
3 


Me- 4 
Mairin a1? 
The Houſe was neceſlarily adjourned, and the queſtion re- 
mained undecided, | 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TvzsDar, December 15. 


The bill for enlarging the charter of the London Aſſurancę 
Office was read a third time and paſſed. 

The bill for regulating the conveyance of newſpapers, and 
the printed votes of Parliament by poſt, was read a third time, 
and paſſed, | - 

f TOBACCO DUTY. 

On the third reading of the bill for granting to his Majeſty 
an additicnal duty of 4d. a pound on tobacco, 

General Tarleton brought. up ſeveral clauſes for ſupplying 
non-commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers, while on board trani- 
ports, with tobacco, duty free. After fome obſervations from 
Mr. Dundas, General Smith, and the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, they paſſed, and were made riders to the bill. 


PRIVILEGE OF THE HOUSE, 


The Speaker informed the Houſe, that he had received a letter 
from a member, which he thought it his duty to lay before 
them, as it referred to their privileges. 

He then gave the letter to the clerk to read. It was ſigne' 
H. Speed; and ſtated, that, being abſent from home for a fort- 
night, he had not had notice of the late call of the Houſe, not 
having ſeen any paper, in which the call was mentioned, in that 
time : but that, if he had had notice of it, he could not have 
attended, being obliged to attend the deciſion of an action at 
law, in which he was concerned. That he had been arreſted, 
in the Iſle of Man; and conceiving his arreſt to be a breach 
of privilege, thought it his duty to inform the ſpeaker of 
the circumſtance, in order that he might lay it before the 
Houſe. | 

The letter being read, the ſpeaker ſubmitted it to the Houſe, 
whether the regular proceſs would not be to refer the letter to 
a' committee of privileges. This appearing to be the ſenſe 
of the Houſe, a motion was put, and carried in the affirmative. 
„That the ſubject matter of the ſaid letter be referred to a 
committee of privileges ; and that the ſaid committee do f 
the next dax. * 

"LIBEL, © | 


Mr. Sheridan moved, That the further conſideration and 
diſcuſſion of the motion on the report of the committee ap- 
3-0 53 3-007 Wet | [I pointed 
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pointed to inquire who was the author of the pamphlet intitled, 
Thoughts on the Engliſh Government, which had been 
interrupted the preceding night, be reſumed ; and he obſerved, 
that though he was averle to the particular mode of proceeding 
propoſed by the motion, but as it was not propoſed to extend 
to proſecuting of the printer and publiſher, he was averſe to 
the affair reſting where it was, and therefore moved, That an 
humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to deſire his Majeſty's attorney-general to 
proſecute John Reeves, Eſq. as the author or publiſher of a 
printed pamphlet, entitled, Thoughts on the Engliſh Go- 
vernment,” which was then put and carried, nem, con. 


PEACE, 


Mr. Fox brought up a petition from twenty thouſand three 
hundred and odd inhabitants of Mancheſter, ſtating the cala- 
mities of the war, and praying for immediate peace, which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Colonel Stanley brought up a counter petition from 28,000 
inhabitants of the ſame place, reprobating the other, and de- 
claring their entire reliance on the diſpoſition of his Majeſty, 
and the wiſdom of his council, for taking the earlieſt and 
propereſt time for effecting a permanent and honourable 


peace. 
SEDITIO US MEETINGS BILL. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the amend- 
ments made by the lords in the bill againft ſeditious mectings 
and aſſemblies be read and agreed to. 

Hr. Fex role to oppoſe it. It was the practice of that Houſe 
(he ſaid) not only to reject any money bills, if altered in the 
lords, but alſo to reject a bill, if any alteration ſhould be made in 
any part of it which tended to lay a fine or pecuniary penalty an 
the people; in the latter point of view he objected to this bill. 
if, therefore, the amendment then before them went to that 

object, and was to have that effect, he believed that no im- 
portance, which could be attributed to the bill, would induce 
the Houſe to wave its antient and acknowledged privilege. 
There was an alteration made which ſubſtituted the word 
* felonies,” inſtead of the word © offence.” He would 
explain to the Houſe how far that went. As the bill was fent 
up to the lords, all the offences againſt it in Scotland were to 
de puniſhed with death; the lords had altered it, that all 
felonies only, as mentioned in the act, ſhould be puniſhed 
with death; and the offences, which were not felonies, were 

| puniſhed 
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puniſhed with fine. The operation of this alteration would be 


to make perſons liable to a fine who were not fo by the bill as 
ſent from the commons; upon that principle he contended, 
that the bill muſt be rejected altogether. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed in toto to the prin- 
ciples laid down by the right honourable gentleman, and ob- 
ſerved, that however important the bill might in its nature be, 
and however neceſſary it might be to paſs it into a law with 
expedition, that neceſſity ſhould by no means ſuperſede the 
obedience which that Houſe owed to its own ordinances, and 
the vigilant attention they ought to pay to their privileges, it 
it was found to trench in the ſmalleſt d upon them, or 

even if there was a doubt upon that fubjedt, In every point 
of view, however, in which it could be taken, there was no 
poſſible queſtion more free from doubts. The amendment 
made in the lords was a mere elucidation of what the Houſe 
muſt have intended, though they had expreſſed it ambiguouſſy; 
as it could not merely be the intention of any man in that 
Houſe to award the penalty of death in Scotland to the ſame 
crime to which in England a penalty of only Sol. was annexed, 
The lords then, in removing that miſtake, had gone no farther 
than the commons intended to go. In proof of this, he re- 
ferred to a prior clauſe, in which the penalty of 5ol. was 
attached to the offence in Scotland as well as in England; 
and alſo to the end of the bill, where, in the clauſe for reco- 
very of the forfeitures, it directs, that they ſhall be recovered 
by action of debt, in the courts of Weſtminſter, and in the 
courts of juſticiary in Scotland; ſo that the Houſe had the 
pecuniary penalty in view all along ; and the amendment was 
merely an affirmance of their intentions. | 

Unleſs the Houſe could, therefore, be ſuppoſed capable of 
the monſtrous abſurdity of annexing both death and a particular 
pecuniary penalty to bind the fame offence, the matter was 
beyond a doubt. What put it ſtill more fo was, ſuppoſin 
that to be the caſe, the pecuniary penalty was already provide 
by the commons ; and the only alteration that the lords could 
be ſuppoſed to make, was in aking away the penalty of death ; 
their right to do which could not be called in queſtion. Under 
thoſe circumſtances, he hoped that the right honourable gen- 
tleman would fee the futility of his objections, and agree to the 
amendments being taken into confideration;” © * | 

Ar. Fox ſaid, that “ the meaning” of the Houſe of Com- 
mons was a looſe and indefinite expreſſion. He had nothing 
to do with the intention of individual members, the intention 
ot the Houſe muſt be the © legal conſtruction,” and by — 

ega 
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egal conſtruction of the bill, as ſent up by the commons, the 
penalty of death and confiſcation of moveables did attach on 
certain offences, which by the amendment were ovly liable to 
the penalty of 590l.; Confication, he ſaid, muſt include all a 
man's property, and therefore rendered nugatory the fine of 
50l, even under the idea of the right honourable gentleman, 
that offences in Sootland were made liable to that fine before 
the bill was amended. The amendment, therefore, by taking 
off that confiſcation, did create a fine. It might be ſaid. that 
the amendment impoſed a fine, at the ſame time that it re- 
leaſed from-a fine; no doubt. it did, a fine with a yengeance, 
it confiſcated all moveables ; but the. principle of jealouſy ap- 
plied as well to the diminution as to the increale of a pecuniary 
enalty. | 77 
: 36+; de Dundas ſaid, the amendment by the lords was 


not neceſſary, the legal conſtruction being, that if an appro- 


priate penalty be contained in any act as applying to a parti- 
cular ſpecies of crime, no general penalty afterwards exprefled 
{ſhould attach. The penalty of 50l. being particularly men- 
tioned in a prior clauſe to attend certain ſpecified offences, the 
other penalty of death, and confiſcation of moveables, could 
not be incurred for the ſame offences. The right honourable 
| gentleman had ſaid, that the confiſcation of moveables, com- 
prehended all property; he did not, however, . conſider that 
moveables were only a diſtinct ſpecies of property, and that 
the fine of 501. might attach on the other parts of the oftender's 
polleſſions. Although he did not think (ſpeaking as a lawyer) 
that the amendment was neceſſary, yet he could not object to 
it on a principle of jealouſy, it being only to render more clear 
the intention of the commons. 

The amendments were then agreed to. | 

The Speaker ſuggeſted to the Houſe the propriety of a ſpecial 
entry on the journals of the Houſe, which ſhould ſtate the mo- 
tives upon which the Houſe agreed to the amendment, as they 
might be liable to miſconſtruction. He mentioned a precedent 
in the year 1781, where a ſpecial entry had been made in the 
journals of the reaſons which induced the Houſe to concur 
in an amendment, which ſeemed to infringe the general prin- 


ciple. He thought, therefore, that ſomething ſimilar ſhould 


be done, on the preſent occaſion, to prevent future miſ- 
conception of their conduct in adopting the lords amend- 
ment, | | 
Atter ſome conſultation what he ſuggeſted was determined 
on, and the following declaration ordered to be inſerted on the 
Journals: “ That it appears to this Houſe that the ee 
ma 
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made in this bil] by the lords, does not in any reſpect lay any 
additional fine, or pecuniary penalty, upon the people.“ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was then appointed to take 
the bill to the lords, and inform them that the Houſe of Com- 
mons had agreed to the amendments. 

2 | LOAN BILL, _ 

On the motion ſor the third reading of the loan bill. 

Mr. William Smith roſe, and faid, he did not well know 
whether that was the-proper time for making his intended 
motion. Ces a Wu . 

The Chancellor of the Excheguer obſerved, that the honour- 
able gentleman's motion could not poſſibly inte rfere with the 
bill. The houſe had already given its ſanction to the loan, 
by declaring, that eighteen millions ſhould be raifed. Any 
motion the honourable gentleman might have to make upon a 
queſtion between him, the Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
others, was wholly unconnected with the matter. 

Mr. Smith ſaid, it was at that time a matter of indifference 
to him, but he wiſhed he had moved it before, and oppoſed 
the ſecond reading of the bill. When the bill paſſed the Houls 
however, he would lay his motion befote them. 

I be dill was then read a third time, and paſſed, 
1 SLAVE TRADE. | | 

Mr. Wilberforce roſe to ſay a few words on the ſubject of 
the flave trade. 80 little attention had been lately paid to 
that ſubject, that it might be neceſſary to remind the Houle, 
that the firſt of January enſuing, was the period which had 
been nam'd in 1792, for the abolition of that difgracefu! 


traffic. He had on this account greatly wiſh'd to bring for- 


ward that ſubject before the Chriſtmas receſs. It ſtruck his 
mind that this would be peculiarly proper alſo on another 
account. When the Houſe was engag'd in deviſing the bett 
means of checking the progreſs af licentiouſneſs, it ſeem'd to 


be the moſt proper time to mark the real nature of the princi- 


ples which. actuated them, by ſtopping a practice which 
violated hat were really the rights of — nature. But 


the truth was, that he found gentlemens minds ſo pre- ocu- 


pied by other topics, that he could not hope to obtain a fair 
hearing; in juſtice therefore to his cauſe, he had reſolv'd t 
ſuſpend it for the preſent, and to bring it forward ſoon after 
the holidays, of which intention he wiſh'd what he had now 
faid to be conſidered as a notice, 

Mr. Fox ſaid he felt great ſatisfaction at hearing the ho- 


' nourable gentleman expreis the intentions be did; he main- 


tained that there was no political object of more value, * 
ä m 
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more deſerving the attention of Parliament. He was ſorry, 


{or the credit of the Houſe, that he had engaged for and pro- 


miſed what he had not fulfilled ; - and he wiſhed they would 
redeem their honour by a full conſideration of the whole ſtate 
of that trade. He hoped the honoutable gentleman would 
purſue it with his wonted Jaudable vigour ; that he would re- 
collect the Houſe had ſent their documents to the lords, and 
nad not ſince heard of the lords having proceeded in it; that he 


would inform himſelf whether they had proceeded or not; and 


if they had not, whether their negle aroſe from neceſſity 
or from ſlight to the Commons. all theſe circumſtances 
he hoped the right honourable gentleman would inform him- 
{lf well: and, Bnally, he expreſſed his hopes that the Houſe 
would give the ſubject full and fair diſeuſſion, and endeavour 
to recover the loſs of character they had ſuſtained by their ſu- 
piueneſs on this molt important and intereſting ſubject. 
THE LOAN. 105 


60 6 572 bs ) 

Mr. V. Smith roſe to make his promiſed motion reſpecting 
the loan, He propoſed to proceed upon the ſame grounds that he 
had ſet out wpon, namely, thoſe of public expediency and public 
juſtice, The parties were uneaſy that they were. not in the ay of 
ſtating the tranſaction, and laying evidence before the Houſe ; 
more particularly as they heard, that the ſubject was not con- 
ſide red in the ſame point of view without doors, as it had 
been by that Houſe. He did not wiſh to throw more cenſure 
than was deferyed: and if arguments did not bear him out, he 
would not endeavour to ſupport his cauſe by coarſe epithets. 
His object wass that a committee ſhould be appointed to inquire 
the nature and circumftance of the loan, which would put 
parties hereafter more on their guard; and particularly, that 
buyers of a loan ſhould know, that in caſe of an extravagant 
bargain, it would be ſubject to reviſion. He would not enter 
at preſent much at large into the firſt part of the proceeding. 
e only begged leave to make'a obſervation on the 
point on which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had reſted his 
defence, namely, that be was under a pledge to the con- 
tractors for the tormer loan, not to bring a new Loan into 
the market, before the laſt inſtallment on the laſt year's was 
alled up. That pledge, however, had entirely eſcaped the 
memory of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the exiſt- 
ence of the pledge reſted wholly upon the credit of the go- 
vernor of the Bank, who could not be ſaid to be a difinteretted 
pcr[on on the preſent point. It was he, who had firlt an- 
nounced to monied men, that a competition was to take place, 
and it was upon his recollection of a previous pledge that the 
Vox. II. 1795. X Original 
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original plan of competition had been laid aſide. Sup. 
poſing however the pledge really to have exiſted, what 
ought to have: been the conduct of the right honour- 
able gentleman? Ought he not to have come down 
:and adviſed with the Houſe, © before he had wanton]y 
thrown away 180,000. of the public money? Might not + 
tmall loan have been contracted tor with Mr. Boyd to ſupply 
the exigencies of the publie ſtrvice, till the laſt inftalment of 


the Jaſt year's loan was paid tf; He would not have refuſed to 


enter into ſuch contract, or elſe he would juſtly have debarred 
hiinſelf from all comperition in future. It an engagement had 
been [contracted to the ſubſeribers for the laſt year's loan 
that no new loan ſhould be made till theirs was paid up, they 


might have been applied to furniſh a ſmall one to ſupply the 


necetfity, which, if they had refuſed to do, they would have 
diſcovered themſelves to be perſons very little deſerving pub- 
lic favour. There was likewiſe a degree of perſonal injuſtice 
ſuffered by Mr. Morgan! aud his ſubſcribets. It was not 


_ «cuſtomary to fix the bargain ſo ſoon as had been done this year, 


and. the matter had been adjuſted before they knew it was to 
take place. It had been ſtated by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, that the determination of Mr. Morgan and his 
triends to contract for the loan might have been affected by 
the reſerve of a loan for the Emperor, and the funding of fire 
millions of navy debt; but for theſe Mr. Morgan had been 
prepared, and this was proved by a letter he wrote to the 
Chancellor nine days before the loan was ſettled, After- 
wards the letter read by his honourable friend, Mr. Huſſey, 
on a former occaſion, was written, to prove that if parlia- 
ment Had really rejected the terms of the loan, the money 
would have been ſupplied from another quarter... 
Mtr. Smith proceeded to examine the merits of the bargait 
which bad bern concluded. The intereſt was ſaid: to be 
41. 138. Gd. and the Chancellor of the Exchequer boaſted, from 
this rate of intereſt; that the bargain was good. If he could 
prove, then, that the intereſt paid by the country was, in fact 
41. 175. Gd. it would follow that the bargain was bad, becaut: 
this difference upon ſuch a capital was immenſe. - The loan, 
he ſaid, conſiſted of two parts. For every tool. advanced by 
the ſubſoribers, they were to have a capital of 1451. bearing 
3 per cent. intereſt, beſides GS. Gd. long annuities, which, 11 
the ſpace ef four years, would advance the intereſt to 5% 
cent. Laying the 6s. 6d. long annuities} however, entirely 


out of the queſtion, the 3 per cent. on the 1451, capital, ui 
14 4 gethe 
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gether with the diſcount, made an intereſt of 4]. 178. 6d. for 
every 1001. borrowed by the country. (1 

he circumſtance of the meſſage which his Majeſty had 
been graciouſly pleaſed to ſend down to the Houſe, next 
challenged Mr. Smith's animadverſion. Ihe bargain for the 
loan was concluded juſt thirteen days before the meſſage was 
brought down 3 and he aſked the Houſe what circumſtances 
had occurred in France, which immediately aſfected the rela- 
tive ſituation © of that country with this, to render that 
meſſage expedient at the time it was brought down, and in- 
expedient and unforeſeen at the time when the loan was con- 
tracted for? The ſucceſies of the Auſtrians were known 
before the budget was opened, and he knew of no other change 
in the ſituation of France. Beſides the loſs, however, which 


the country had ſuſtained from this arrangement, he did not 


know in what terms to ſpeak of it. Within three days after 
the bargain was concluded, the loan bore a profit to the ſub- 
ſcribers of no leſs than 250,000l. which was a profit little lets 
than all the loans during the American war had brought to the 
contractars, though Lord North was often reprobated for ex- 
travagance, and even in one iuſtance convicted of corruption. 
During the American war there were ſeven loans, amounting 
in all to 57 millions, and bearing a premium in the profs of 
2,47 5,000l; and the preſent loan, three days only after the 
opening of the budget, bears a premium of only, 200, oool. leſs 
than all the American loans put together. The average of 
intereſt of Lord North's loans did not exceed 4; per cent. the 
average intereſt of the loans made by the preſent Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, thoughithey were made when the country 
was in a ſtate of much greater proſperity than during the 
American war, was no leſs than 54 per cent. In the courſe 
of the laſt four years, :ffty-one millions had been borrowed 
and if the loan of eleven millions, formerly contracted for by 
Mr. Morgan, was thrown out of the account, which did not 
bear a twenty- ſixth part of the groſs amount of the premium 
on theſe loans, the intereſt which the country would be found 
to have been paying was about 7 per cent. 'Theinext point 
was, under what circumſtances had the bargain been made ? 
Had it been even in the moſt proſperous ſituation of the 
country, this loan was of a nature ſo improvident, that it 
ought not to have been contracted z but, in fact, the bargain 
was concluded at a period, when, excluſive of this new loan 
of 18 millions, the debt of the country amounted to the ſum of 
388 millions; the annual intereſt of the debt to the ſum ot 
20, 40, 00l. During _— nine years there had been paid 
2 


off 


OY AS, — — 


Oy 1 4 1 
: 5 Y A * Þ + TY , 4 2 i 2 1 1 ne * 0 " - 

* Js ; 34 * 5 5 a — aa” oy n 4 . RO Ing W 2 

ve Js ket "and, ——— 4 * * — — p » A X 14 —_ .- 1 A 
4 Mrs. 5 - 
_ - : 4 - > CY * = © - . — = 4 
w 4. — a — * — PI „ 

| " ; - — — — — — — —— 
— 7 — — — — — — = — + =W+ * . _ 4 2 2 

. — — 12 . W — ad - _ 2 — 2 ©» 8 2 ah _ * 

& Bo — - < : * — *. m 
| ö 25 tens nt, YN * o — > 
1 a A . 4 
2 4 = 


= 
— 5 r 
. en Sar 
— 


IR 
2 


- "A, © +; 7 


«24 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons 


off a ſum of about 15 millions, three per cents, but the ſum 
of 98 millions had been added. The annual fum allotted 
for the liquidation of the national debt, did, indeed, in theory, 
put the period at no great diſtance ;' but theory, in many 
inſtances, differed from tact and practice. Even ſiace the year 
1791, though the ways and means had been ſtated to excetd 
the expenditure, yet the deficiency of 19791 was 430, ol. in 
1792 {till more; and in 1793 it even amounted to the {lum of 
Soo, ocol. and in the laſt year to a very large ſum indeed. 
Add to all this, that ſince the year 1784, five millions per 
annum of new taxes had been laid on. Thus circumſtanced, 
if any one of the cauſes of our proſperity ſhould fail, where 
would the taxes be found to pay for ſuch an enormous accu- 
mulation of debt ? Thete was more money, Mr, Smith main- 
tained, thrown away by the premium on the loan, than by ll 
the reduction in the expenditure of the public offices, It 
would buy the fee ſimpſe of every reform made by Mr. Burke's 
bill, and almoſt double the amount of the penſion lift of the 
country. He ſtated his reaſons for wifhing to inſtitute an 
enquiry to be, to clear private character, and provide better 
tor the public intereſt in future; at the ſame time, he declared 
he was ready to acquit the right honourable gentleman of 
every ſiniſter intention in the tranſaction. He ſaid, he had 
been informed of one circumitance, that of the numerous per- 
ſons who compoſed the liſt of Boyd and Co. the greater part 
were ſhut out of a large portion of their ſobſeriptions, when 
it was found that ſo conſiderable a bens attached to the loan. 
He thought it was of ſome importance, that perſons who 
delivered in their names to a contractor's liſt, ſhould be at 
ſome degree of certainty. He conſidered the public intere!: 
to be materially concerned in the tranſactions of this loan; 
and that a committee of the Houſe ought to be ſatisfied that 
there was a ſufficient reaſon for altering the uſual mode oi 
making ſuch bargains, and for that prodigious loſs which had 
been tuſtained, and whether by a proper fore-fight it might 
not have been prevented. On all theſe accounts, he would 
conclude with moving, „“ That a committee be appointed to 
enquire. into the circumitances of the late loan. 

The Ghancellor. of the Exchequer ſaid, that the vote which 
he felt himſelf-inclined to give upon the motion then before 
the Houſe, would not make it neceſſary for him to trouble the 
Houle very much at large upon the preſent occaſion; becaule 
however he might differ from the honourable gentleman in 
many of the topics he had brought forward in his ſpeech, he 
did not differ from him in thinking it was important in the 
5 # view 
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view of the public intereſt ; important to the character of thoſe 
who were intereſted in the loan, to have an enquiry inſtituted 
into the mode in which it was negociated: particularly fo, after 
obſerving how much ſtreſs was laid, and a ſuppoſed. impreſſion 
made, on the public mind, in conſequence of a departure from 
a ſyſtem which-had becu uſually adopted by him in negociating 
loans. Feeling the queſtion in this view, he regretted that the 
ſituation of buſineſs to be tranſacted in parliament rendered it 
inconvenient that this buſineſs ſhould come before a committee 
of the whole Houſe; if it were not fo, he conſidered: the 
matter to be fo 4mpor tant, that, were a motion made for ſub- 
mitting it to a committee of the whole Houſe, he ſhould feel 
himſelt much diſinclined to oppoſe it. As ſuch a committee 
would, however, be attended with much public inconvenience, 
he was willing that a meaſure ſhould be adopted that would 
approach neareſt to ſuch a; committee, He meant a com- 
mittee up ftairs,*which ſhould be an open committee, that 
every perſou who chuſed to attend might have acceſs to it ; 
and, ſo far Was he from endeavouring to avoid enquiry into 
this buſineſs, that be felt- himſelf thankful to the honourable 
gentleman for bringing forward ſuch à motion. He wðas 
aware he had oſten reſiſted enquiries in that Houſe. He 
knew he had often been charged with having alledged in- 
ſincere motives for that reſiſtance; and that he had often 
reſiſted enquiries, not on public, but on perſonal grounds. 
Whether theſe charges had been rightly made or not againſt 
him, he had no occaſion then to diſcuſs. He had reſiſted them 
upon a principle which he ſhould always adhere to, when he 
law it fairly applicable to the ſubject. Ihe principle was, that 
all enquiry in that Houſe ought to be reſiſted, if entering into 
it manifeſtly tended to a public inconvenience, and did not on 
the face of it promiſe a public practical utility. Upon the 
application of that principle, many gentlemen in that Houle 
diftered from him upon ſeveral motions ; but he had heard no- 
thing from them that had tended tu ſhake his opinion as to 
the principle itſelf; and therefore be begged it to be under- 
ſtood, that, by agreeing to this enquiry, he did not pledge 
himſelf to relax from the rule to which he had conſtantly 
adhered. - He was glad, however, that, upon this occaſion, he 
could agree to the enquiry, He was glad too, that he had 
not, in this ſtage of the proceedings. any occaſion to make fo 
many obſervations as ſome gentlemen might have ſuppoſed he 

intended to doo 
There were many parts of, the ſpeech of the honourable 
gentleman which might be laid out of the queſtion, at the 
preſent 
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preſent moment. But when he ſtated that the enquiry was 
neceſſary for the character of the governor of the Bank, he 
begged it to be underſtood diſtinctly, that he had not refted 
kis juſtification of any ſhare he had in this tranſaction on the 
opinion of the Governor of the Bank; nor did he reſt it on 
the opinion of any other perſon whatever. The governor and 
the deputy governor of the Bank were indeed witneſſes to 
the tranſaction, but he had acted ſolely upon his oon opinion. 
He did not ſtate the governor or deputy governor of the 
Bank as his authority; he only ſtated that they were witneſſes 
to the tranſaction. He ſtated this in order that there might 
be no miſapprehenſion upon the matter, when it ſhould here- 
after come to be argued. There was another part of the 
ſpeech of the honourable gentleman, which he muſt leave out 
of the queſtion. He meant the opinion which was to be 
entertained of the conduct to ſome of the ſubſeribers to the 
loan, after it became a profitable one; becauſe he declared 
moſt ſeribufly, and without the Teaſt riſk of being contradicted, 
that neither in this nor any other loan did he know the leaſt 
of the manner in which it had been diſtributed, He had 
never, either directly or indireAly, interfered in that reſpect, 
and what ſhare had been allowed to different perſons of this 
loan he was totally ignorant. He knew only who were the 
perſons who had ſigned the contract with him. They were 
perſons of weight and eminence, ſufficient to induce him to 
believe they were likely to perform their engagement. 
There were two or three other parts of the ſpeech of the 
honourable gentleman, which it would be unneceſſary for him 
to go into at that time. One part of it, however, was ſo 
plain, that he need not have laboured much to prove it, viz. 
that if the bargain for the loan was an improvident one 
for the public, it muſt have been highly improper, becauſe of 
the additional burden of the debt. This was à ſelf- evident 
propoſition, and therefore he ſhould not endeavour to refute 
it: the queſtion was, whether the bargain at the time, and 
under all the circumſtances in which he made it, was an 
improvident bargain? If it could be made out that he 
could at that time, under all the cireumftances,” make a 
better bargain for the public, he muſt ſubmit to the cenſure 
that ought to follow. Such a meaſure ought not to be 
defended. If he had occafioned the loſs 'of two- millions, 
or of one million, to the public, by that bargain, no man 
mou would deny that he had made a very bad bargain 
the degree of guilt to be imputed to him was not, how- 


ever, to be governed by the ſum which the contractors wy 
profit 


Pr. 1g. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 9 


profit by the loan, it was to be judged of upon conſidera- 
tion of circumſtances antecedent to the preſent period. And 
nere he muſt beg leave to take notice of the general way in 
which gentlemen had choſen to ſtate the queſtion. 

{tated a loſs of two millions to the public, becauſe they ſaid 


there was that profit to the ſubſcribers. - By that mode of 


treating the ſubject, there was no allowance whatever, to be 
made for any profit to the ſubſcribers, but all that they had 
reaſon to contemplate as their gain at the time of making the 
bargain, and all that from various ſucceſſes abroad they had 
gained ſince, was to be taken as fo much loſs to the public. 
At the moment of contracting for the loan, they conſidered the 
whole ſum; which from à concurrence of fortunate events 
had ultimately come to the ſubſoribers, as ſo much money 
actually thtown away, with regard to the public. This was 
proceeding upon a mode of calculation that was inconſiſtent 
with common ſenſes I he utmott lots to the public that could 
poſſibly in fairneſs be ſtated, was the actual difference hetween 
the terms that might have been had, and thoſe which he con- 
cluded upon at the time the bargain was made. Gentlemen 
had ſtated the ſubject as if whatever were the advantages of 
intereſt; of diſcount, or bonus, upon this loan, that the whole 
had been throw away by him, in not opening a negociation 
with Mr. Morgan. Wat did that fort of ſtatement aſſume 
That in the other way of making this bargain it would have 
been without any bonus at all. In other loans ſubſcribers had 
bece allowed to have five per cent. but the way in which this 
was to be tated, the whole profit to the ſubſcrirber according 
to the honourable gentieman's argument, was to be contidered 

as loſs t o the public. Rt AY 
Gentlemen took pains to aſſert that Mr. Morgan came to 
him, and that when he came he was to make offers, and that 
ne was to diſcuſs the preliminaries of an agreement. Gentle- 
men did not advert to the circumſtance that Mr. Morgan did 
net then inform him any thing wich regard to an Imperial loan, 
nor of the ſtate ot the navy debt. Gentlemen ſaid Mr. Mor- 
gan knew the fund in which the loan was to be made. He did 
not doubt it: but did he know of the circuaiſtance by which 
the ſtocks roſe io high, and of the probable riſe of them at that 
time as they have appeared ſince? It was ſtated that Mr. Morgan 
thought there might be an Imperial loan of three millions. 
He granted that Mr. Morgan might think fa; but did that 
prove that whether there was a reſerve made or was not made, 
U.at it would have had no influence. on Mr. Morgan's terms? 
and ſtil] further, whether the funding of fiye miilions of _y 
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debt would not have ſome effect on the terms of Mr. Mor. 
gan? On theſe points Mr. Morgan had received no intima- 
tion from him, Let him however: ſuppoſe, that the terms of 
Mr. Morgan, as they had been firice ſtated, had been agreed 
to, this would not amount to any thing like the ſupply of the 
Joſs which was naw {tated to be ſuſtained-by the public. After 
the meſſage had been brought forward, à variety of other 
circumſtances had happened, both in the internal ſituation 
of this country, and of the condition of Europe, which were 
not then known by them or by him. What was then the 
offer on the part of theſe gentlemen who now condemned him 
io violently? Did they then talk of ten or twelve per cent? 
no] the offer was only tvro ſhillings upon the long annuities. 
He left it to the Houle to pronounce hether:theſe gentlemen 
ought to ſay, that on the part of the public the loſs, by his bar- 
gain, was lo large. The difference between the ad ual premium 
and the fair terms which the public ought to expect at that 
time, and the next queſtion would be, whether: the premium 
roſe out of the circumſtances that were in contemplation at 
the time of making the bargain; or were the: eſſect of cir- 
cumftances, which could not then be foreſeen? The whole 
effect of the loan, he would maintain, had tended to prove, 
that the ſituation of che country, in point of credit, was better 
than it had been at the time of former loans. He admitted, 
that the profit to the ſubſcribers at the loan, was à profit im- 
properly given to them, if all the circumſtances which have 
11nce happened, had been foreſeen ; not ſo: if they were not 
toreſeen. At all events it proved that the credit af the coun- 
try was hi gh; ĩt proved that in the fourth year of the war we 
had borrowed eighteen millions of money without the lea 
difficulty, nay, that monied men were contending: who ſhould 
ſubſeribe it. I hat no man could controvert. He d ſay no- 
thing then as to an unqualified competition in the bidding, ex- 
cept that he was ſorry he could not avail himſelf of it; but 
he ſhould maintain that the terms were reaſonable at the time 
the bargain was made, cunſidering all the citcumſtances. He 
entered into ſome calculations on the price of ſtack at the 
time of making the loan in order to maintain his proportion; 
and maintained that it was reaſonable for him at that time to 
conjecture that the bringing eighteen millions to the market 
would have an immediate effect to the amount of two fer 
cent. Upon this he would deſire the Houſe to enquire he- 
ther, as the. caſe had been left to himſelf to determine 


as to the terms, he had not made that fort of 3 
N ; | | wn 
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which the public ought to be willing to accede to as honour- 
able between them and the ſubſcribers to the loan? 4 

It was true, that, amongſt the cauſes of the preſent premium 
to the ſubſcribers,” was that of the meſſage from his Majeſty, 
which was brought to that Houſe on the day of the report of 
the committee of ways and means. Much had been faid on 
the propriety” of that tranſaction. Some gentlemen had ſtated 
it to have come too ſoon after the loan. There was, how- 
ever, a variety in the way in which gentlemen took up this 
matter. Some tated it as criminal in his Majeſty's mini- 
ſters to have brought it forward fo ſoon after the tranſaction 
of the loan, and that it was intended to convey an idea that 
we were in view of an immediate peace; others ſtated it as a 
matter of deluſion in that reſpect, for that we were no nearer 
peace than if it had not come. One gentleman had, indeed, 
gone ſo far on a former night as to ſay that his hopes with re- 
gard to peace were damped by it. The meſſage was as 
much exaggerated on the one hand as it was depreſſed upon the 
other. It was neither more nor leſs than a formal declaration 
on the part of the cron of thoſe ſentiments which his Ma- 
jeſty had communicated to parliament on the firſt day of the 
ſeſſion, and it was a fpecihe event arifing out of the ſenti- 
ments conveyed from the throne on the opening of the ſeſſion. 
The ſole queſtion, therefore at preſent, was, whether there 
was any criminality- in bis Majeſty's miniſters in bringing it 
forward at the moment they adviſed his Majeſty to make 
that communication? When that was determined, the next 
queſtion was, whether he foreſaw, or ought not ro foreſee the 
events that had taken place ſince the loan made? Whe- 
ther he ought not to foreſee thoſe events he muſt leave to others 
to determine. But whether he did forfee them, could only be 
known to-himſelf; he was, however, perfectly ready to declare 
that many events trad happened that were not in his contem- 
plation when he made the bargain for the loan. Tbe ma- 


terial facts which had operated ſuch effects on the bargain, 


happened very conſiderably ſubſequent indeed to it. But 
when gentlemen talked with contempt of the experience of a 
month in reſpect to his forming his opinion of che govern- 
ment of France, he muſt remind them that the proportion 


of time made but a ſmall patt of the effect which' he expected 


to be produced on the affairs of Europe; he conſidered not 
only the ſtability of the government of France, nor the 
weakneſs of its reſources merely, which were fo rapidly de- 


caying, but he alſo conſidered the diſpoſition of the people 


there, and the late prodigious and almoſt incredible exertions 
Vox. II. 1795. 771 of 
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of the Auſtrian arms, and the rapid change that was taking 
place in almoſt all tlie operations of Europe. Taking the 


whole of, theſe citcumſtauces into conſideration, he-would lay 


that the Tpace of a 4iugle. weck might have a ten+fold ope- 
ration compared to that, af former periods. It was difficult to 
ſpeak out upon ſuch a ſubject, and o keep within che limits 
16 parliamentary languages if a declaration of that fort was, 
noweven, heceſlary at any time, it was meceſſary then; the 
mellage from his Majeſty Was a fit explanation of the doc- 
trine which had been held to patliament ſtom the throne at 
the opening of the ſeſlion; he had great. ſatisfaction, thereſore, 
that ſuch a parliamentary ſtep had been; taken on the ſubject 
of peace, becaule he thought that the meſſage ſhould come 
tram government, and he thought it peculiarly, important 
that it ſhould come at the time it did. ITheſe were the cir- 
cumſtances of the meſſage. How far. it inſluenced the price 
of ſtock he ſhould not attempt to determine. But as to its 
conveying a ſenſe of an immediate peace, he could by no 
means agree that it did ſo. The meſlage ſtated nothing of 
W the mode, the time, and the terms, were to be 
in his Majeſty's option, juſt the ſame as if this meſlage had 


not been ſent to parliament. That from general feeling, the 


haſty. opinion of an immediate peace ſhould have had fome 
effect he was ready to admit: he would admit alſo, that it 
ought not to avail for any length of time, nor did he believe 


it would, becauſe it was going beyond What the real ſenſe f 


the meſſage would bear. He would admit alſo, that nothing 
could be o unwiſe as making a temporary riſe of lock, to 
bring on or to ſupport terms that were inconſiſtent with the 


ſolid, tate. of the country. Before that conſtruction, bow-! 


ever, could, be put upon the meſlage, geuileen mult go be- 
yang the nature of the meſſage itfelf..., He did not, indeed, 

elieve that the meſſage had the eſfect hich ſome gen- 
tlemen aſeribed to it The ziſe-in our; funds; depended on 
the progreſs of the Auſtrian atms, and the difference which 
had taken place in the various aifairs of Europe. Among 


which were,ta be humbered the rapidly inereaſing diſtreſs ot 
the enemy from the almoſt extinguiſhed tate of their re- 


ſources, and the great, change. in the diſpoſitions of the peo- 
ple. He thought it neceſlary to ſay this on the conſtruction 
which had been put on the —— from his Majeſty. 
Having made theſe general abfervations,. he: ſhould not de- 
tain the Houſe. any longer, he agreed to the motion, and 
thanked the honoarable geutle man tor bringing it . 


r VF” RH // ᷣ ᷣ VB p P ]⅛ſl ang 


Mr. Fax next roſe, and procerded to take'a ſhort view of 


the ſubject. With regard to that part of the ſpeech of the 
right honourable: gentleman, which related to the ſum of 
two ſhillings offered upon the long annuity, by a motion in 
that Houſe on the conſide tation of the report of the committee 
of ways and means, the plain teaſon why it was not more 
was this. The only thing that could be dene in that re- 
jpect was to move, to agree to the beſt terms that had heen 
offered upon the ſubject; and the reuſon why ine offer was) 
not higher, was, that the King's meſſage was nat known tor 
that Houſe one hour before. Upon this meſſage he mutt 
make a few obſervations; and fir he would contend that 
the miniſter either knew, or ought to have known, that tis 
was making a loan at a diſadvantageous time For the public. 
the had ever any doubt of the min ſter knowing this at the 
ume of making the loan, his ſpeech that night convinced him 
upon that ſutze&t, and removed his doubts, The miniſter 
had laid great ſtreſs on a fortnight's experience on the affairs 
of France. IIe would aſk it this was any thing more than 
the miniſter had ſaid he foreſa a great while ago, and was it 
not his general topic in favour of carrying on the war from 
time to ume? ang} if fo, was it not criminal in bim to avait 
himſelf of ſuch a meſſage at ſuch a time as the preſent? One 
thing the right honourable geritieman faid, which Mr. Fox de- 
clared he huped he underſtood correAly, and that was, that 
the King, by the meſſage; retained the mode of making peace 
and the terms of it ; this he certainly-mutt-do, for they belong 
ed excluſively to his Majeſty! as matters of prerogative ;- as 
to the time of negociating, he under ſtood that the metiage li 
wited his Majeſty greatly indeed... 
Mr. Fox defired ile latter part of the meſſage to be read; 
which was rrad as follows: FA „b 1 
*« His Majeſty, en this oocaſion, thinks: proper to acquaint 

* tae Houſe, that the criſis Which was depending at the com- 
© mencement of dhe preſent ſeſſion has led to fuch an order 
* of things in France as will induce his Majeſty (conformably 
to tie4eutiments which he has already declared) to meet 
* any diſpoſition for negociation, an the part of the enemy, 
* with an earneit deſire to give it the fulleſt 2nd ſpeedieſt 
© cftect ; and to conolude a treaty; ſor geveral peace, when- 
cer it can be eſtected on juſt and Mitable terms for him- 
Lſelf and his allies. , 45 arts | 
Mr. Fox theu proceeded; he ſaid that if he underſtood: the 
meſlage, it was, that his Majeſty would negociate- when there 
pprarec, on the: part of, the encmyqs a reaſouable diſpoſition 
39 2 tor 
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for peace, and that in ſuch caſe his Majeſty would he ready 
to give to ſuch a diſpoſition the ſpeedieſt effect. Theſe 
words appeared to him explicit enough in themſelves, accord. 
ing to their natural import, and he hoped that was the ſenſe 
| which the miniſter put upon them; The miniſter had con- 
veyed an idea that he did not foriee the heceſſity of this mel. 
ſage on the 25th of November, when the loan was agreed to, 
How did he reconcile that with the ſentiment delivered 
from the throne on the 29th of October? as he ſaid that the 
| meſſage was only to follow up what was then expreſled on 
the government of France; it he foreſaw'the ſituation of the 
1 enemy then, did he not ſee it at the time of ſettling the loan! 
He would therefore aſſert, that the miniſter ought either to 

; have brought forward the meſſage ſooner, or to have deferred 
| the loan until he had brought the meſſage forward. He wiſh- 


ed he had not adviſed the Houſe to ratify the loan until he 
was prepared to adviſe his Majeſty to ſend that meſſage. The 
miniſter faid he'thought it important ts convey the informa- 
tion at that time to the Houſe, alluding to a motion for a ne- 
gociation for peace, of which his honourable friend (Mr. Grey) 
had given notice. That notice was given long before the 
25th of November, and it was poſtponed at the defire of the 
miniſter, who wiſhed to bring on the budget before it. 

The miniſter had laid great ſtreſs on the ſeveral operations 
of the Auſtrians on the Rhine; operations that were knoun 
a fortnight before the negociation for the loan, and the ſub- 
* ſucceſſes of the Auſtrians had added but little to the 

ect of the victory of the Auſtrians, and to the contributing 
to make the ſituation of France much fitter for our negoci- 
ation, The diſtreſſes of the French were well known before 
the loan was contracted, and yet of all this, the effect was 
trifling on the funds. When the meflage, however, came, 
the effect was great and inftantaneous. He would therefore 
lay, that all the information which the right honourable gen- 
tleman had long ago, and from what he expected to have 
heard, (according to his own aſſertions) it ought to have re- 
tarded inſtead of accelerating the loan; at all events, the 
meſſage 'ought to have preceded the loan. This conduct 
might agree with the ideas of the minifter, but it was different 
from the conduct of every other Chancellor of the. Exche- 
quer in the country, The tight honourable gentleman faid, 
that nobody ſuſpected him of * in this buſineſs. He 
did not know that any body did. He ſaid, he knew nothing 
of the diſtribution of the loan. Very likely not; but his an- 


ſwer was, that Lord John Cavendiſh, a man as wel! . 
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to credit as the right honourable gentleman, had not been fo 
very tenderly treated on the ſubject of the loan in 1783. He 
was then told, that the mode he had taken was liable to ſuſ- 
picion. He did not know hat the miniſter had done in every 
reſpect upon this loan; but when he ſaw a method followed 
that favoured the probability of corruption, by furniſhing an 
opportunity of putting millions, of the public money in the 
ockets of individuals, he owned he did not like it to be de- 
tended merely by aſſertions that there was no corruption. 
Had the miniſter ſhewa any reaſon, for 1 this loan ſo 
early? Had he ſaid any thing to induce the Houle to believe 
that the reaſon for negociating was not as ſtrong in his mind 
long ago as it, was at preſent? Ihe Houſe, it ſeemed, was 
to go into an enquiry upon this ſubject; he was glad of it; 
he hoped all the facts would be properly enquired into; and 
he had no difficulty in ſaying that he was convinced the more 
this loan was enquired into, the more muſt it be reprobated. 
Two millions ot money was a ſum which the committee 
ſhould look at, as not to be thrown away upon the bare aſ- 
ſertion of any man. He could have wiſhed that the ſubject 
ſhould have been referred to a committee of the whole Houle ; 
he thought there was prima facie evidence of great miſcon- 
duct in the miniſter. The loan was not only diſgraceful in 
itſelf, but it would have a bad effect on future loans, for men 
would ſay there was no ſafety in a public competition; they 
would ſay it was true a competition was talked of, but the 
miniſter might recollect ſome private promiſe that he had 
made to an individual, and therefore after they had attended 
to bid, he might give an option to that individual to take it 
to himſelf, Mr. Fox illuſtrated this argument by a reference 
to what the miniſter had ſaid to Mr, Melliſh and Mr, Morgan 
upon the ſubject” of the loan, and to the option which he had 
given to Mr, Boyd. There were, he (aid, in every part of 
the tranſaction, ſtrong circumſtances of ſuſpicion, and there- 
fore he hoped the committee would enquire into it minutely. 
With regard to the miniſter's general doQrine reſpecting en- 
quiries, he could only ſay that he did not agree with him in 
the propriety of reſiſting them. He had always thought that 
where there was au aſſertion on one hand, and proof offered 
to ſupport it, and a mere denial on the other, an enquiry ought 
to be inſtituted. But the right honourable gentleman's re- 
liſtance to enquiry was a ſyſtem that had grown out of his 
own adminiſtration, ily e800. 99 J 
Mr. V. Smith roſe to explain, and as another ground of 
there being ſomething ſuſpicious in the tranſaction reſpecting 
| the 
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the loan, ſaid that one man had been ſo buſy in the purchaſe 
of ſhares of it when at ſeven per cent, premium, as alt-r- 
wards to occalion an idea that he had ſ-me foreknowlcyye 
that his Majeſty's meſſage was in contemplation, It was, 
he faid, obſervable alſo that, notwithſtanding the late deſc: 
of the allies in Italy, the news of that defeat, which he ac- 
knowledged was not officially confirmed, had produced no 
effect in the depreciation of the funds, thence he inferred that 
the rapid riſe of ſtock was not to be attributed to the (uccels 
of the Auſtrians upon the Rhine, but to the diſpoſition of pa- 
cification which was intimated in his Majeſty's, meſſage. 

Mr. Szeretary Dundas reminded the Houſe of an exprefiion 
in the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman, which, although it 
exculpated his Majeſty's miniſters, of any perſonal, corruption, 
in the very next ſentence ſtated that a ſyſtem of corrup- 
tion bad been proved under the adminiſtration of a late noble 
lord (Lord North). Something fimilar to this had dropped 
from him upon a former occaſion; he wiſhed, therefore, to 
know if the honourable gentleman meant ſeriouſly to impute 
corruption to that nobleman. 8 

Mr. W. $mith replied, that when he uſed that exprefion, 
he did not mean to coutraſt the conduct of the preſent mini- 
{try with that on former occaſions. He had_neyer had any 
tranſactions with Lord North, but he underitood the noble 
lord alluded to was generally ſuppoſed, at the time, to have 
raiſed the terms of the loan upon the principle of influencing 
a majority, "* we 

Mr. 2 ſaid he had been in various ſituations with the 
noble Lord alluded to; he had been for a long time in acts of 
public hoſtility againſt him, and he had afterwards been in 
the habits of public and private friendſhip, but be hag, never 
accuſed that noble lord of perſonal corruption, he. always be- 
heved, even. when hoſtile to bis. meafures, that he was in- 
capable of perſonal corruption in the manner alluded to. He 
had conſtantly found in him the moft perſect and complete 
7 and a ſpecies of confidence, Which deterved the high- 
C raiſe, t ; Te * 

Mr. Secretary Dundas re ſe to corroborate Mr. Fox's teſti- 
mony of the very reſpectable character of Lord North, whom 
he knew to be utterly. incapable of any petſonal diſhonour 
whatever. Aae ne 
Mr. Sheridan faid, perſonal” eprruption beser had been 
urged againſt the noble lord, though it had always been un- 
derſtood that he made the loan in, queſtion the means of ny 
Lacncing a majority... That Was a parliamentary ne 
r | 2 aga 
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avainſt him; and it had not only been urged, but proved. 
F the right hon. gentleman diſputed that affertion, he would 
refer him to the journals, where he would find that a 
committee of wn wad had been appointed; that the lifts of the 
ſubſetibers to the loan were produced and examined; and 
that it was proved that the Joan had been dealt and (old out to 
members. of Parliament. Ihe right honournble' gentleman 
took fire at the imputation on the noble lord; but he rather 
attributed hib zeal to his {olicitude leſt an inference: ſhould be 
drawa from the conduct of that noble lord as an inſinuation 
gainſt te pteſent miniſters, It had heen the uniform prac- 
ice of the Houſe, indeed, to acquit the right hondurable 
gentleman oppoſite of perſona] corruption in the negociation 
of this Joan but he knew no reaſon why he was to do ſo nor 
why he was to aſſume that he was not liable to as foul an im- 
putation for the foul diſtribution of che preſent loan, as the 
noble lord was for that pure loan which he took fire at. 
They were two diſtinct things, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, to ſay 
that the minitter has no part of the bonus | himielf, and to ſay 
that he has not contrived to make a diſtribution of it to others. 
In 1783, when he was ſectetary of the treaſury, Lord John 
Cavendiſh put out the loan into the hands of his enemies, in- 
lead of his friends, becauſe he was determined to act upon 
the pureſt principles; by which means he was diſuppointed in 
nis inſtallments, and made a bud loan for the public y there- 
tore a charge was nevertheleſs broupht againſt him, inſinuat- 
ing that he had been governed by corrupt motives. 
When he faw'the late loan ceplete with foulnefs, falſhood, 
trick and cConnigance, he knew no reaſon why he was not to 
ſuſpect miniſters of having acted improperly. Ie hoped that 
the enquiry was not to be made by an up- ſtairs committee, 
oc a committee of the right hon. gentleman's on ſeloction; 
but a committee of the whgte houſe ; it would not be à free 
enquiry if it were otherwiſe; viF any management or ſolection 
were made, he could not think the right h able gontleman 
ieally ſerioùs in his Jetharations, He wiſhed to fol up 
the precedent of that Joan which had been alluded to under 
the adminiſtration of Lord North, whom tic owned he could 
not conſider as à model of perfect purity, though he'acknow - 
ledzed his good humour, urbanity, and private worth, In 
the liſt produced on that oecafion, the bankers were the firſt 
ſahſcribers as at pteſent; ttiough the noble lord; as the Chan- 
ceſſor of the Exchequer on the preſent accafon had done, 
proteſſed that he knew nothing of the diſtribution. Aftet 
dem came a varlety of fubaltera agents; and he aſked whe- 
ther 
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ther the right honourable gentleman could not look around 
him, and point out who were the ſubaltern agents in the pre. 
ſent loan? He muſt think them children, if he pretended to 
the contrary, There were many who had 10, cool. ſhares 
each with cent. per cent. profit; and if be denied it, bis 
litical tutor would tell him it was trifling with the Houſe, 
He hoped, therefore, that a motion would be made, firſt ſor 
the liſt of the contractors, and then for the ſubordinate lifts 
of the bankers. Here he begged leave to ſtate ſome facts as 
he received them, from rumour, though be believed them to 
have been raiſed upon a ſure foundation. The Lord Mayor, 
whom he was happy to ſee in his place, that if the ſtatement 
was falſe he might contradict it, was ſaid to have two millions 
of the loan. Now it was to be remarked, that his lordſhip had 
formerly admitted the aſſembly of his conſtituents in the com- 
lt of the city of London to de fair and legal. and that 

he underſtood from the ſenſe of the majority that his lordſhip 
promiſed to oppoſe the bills; but, when the ſubſequent mect- 
ing of the bankers and loan-mongers was | held, his lordſhip 
retracted his former opinion; in his mind, this meeting of the 
bankers was therefore the criterion to go by. On theſe 
groungh he thought that he had a right to faſten a ſuſpicion on 
e diſtribution of the loan, He conceived that much irrelevant 
matter had been introduced in the courſe of the diſcuſſion, but 
obſerved that it was not a light affair for the Houſe fimply to 
conſider whether the right hon. gentleman did or did not 
know, on the 25th of November, that the French were already 


in poſſeſſion of that order of things, or in the courſe of ob- 


taining that order of things whieh could juſtify a negociation 
for peace? Could any man in the ſhape of a politician, or 
with the name of a ſtateſman, and holding his head up as the 
ruler of a Kingdom, ſolemnly. aim that he, did not know 
that circumſtance? Was it allerted, that the rapid decay of 
the finances of France, and the victories of the Auſtrians, had 
produced the riſe of ſtock; yet, at the opening of the budget, 
the right hon. gentleman! declared that the French were not 
only on the verge, but in the very gulpn, of bankruptcy; and 
thus, by ſinking lower than the loweſt deep,” he loſt himſelf. 
This argument was conſequently againſt higaſelfz for while he 
pretended that France was on the eve of 2 revolution, be came 
forward with another propoſition aſſerting, that the order ' 
things in that country was favourable for a-treaty.. If be h. 
heard ſuch drivelling nonſenſe in any one of the ſixpenny ſocie. 
ties which the right hon. Gentleman had aboliſhed, he ſhould 


have. treated it as the inconkfieney of one of the mot vulgar 
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ind onfuſed minds. The right hon. gentleman had taken 
Cate to divert the deliberation of the houſe from a fair exami- 
nation of the caſe, by his two and ſixpenny and three and four- 
penny ſchemes, which, a+ uſual, he rendered as. complicate 2s 
poſſible, Mr. Sheridan, theretore, be ged leave to call the at- 
tention of the houſe. to the main argument,” by aſking whether 
it was a fact, after having waged war, and carried it on for fout 
years, to eft4blifly a certain form of government in France, and 
where of courſe it muſt be inferred that miniſters conſtant} 
watched every change; that the right hon. gentleman had 
not made forme eftimate'on the probable duration of the pre- 
ſent government when he bargained for the lohn It might 
have been expected, from his decharations, that the preſent 
coucil of Ave hundred did wot! elebt themſeives, and that 
tour out of the five members off the chüncit of antients had 
not embrugd theirthands in the blood of theit Sovereign. Yet 
the reverſe was the: ſa. According 30 that ſituation, there- 
fore, which the tighe hon. gentle mim dat ſodong and ſo un- 
forumately held; the houſu was firſt co determine whether he 
could nat, and ought not, to have baigsimed better for the 
public, by accelerating bis Majety% meſſuge, or by poſt- 
poning the Joan, and getting a:vate of &feditifor two millions ? 
A variety of matters app. ared to hn Mr. Sheridan (4d, to 
be connected with it, ſut h as what relaeqito Mr. Morgan, &c. 
al! matters important in themſelves, bt comparatively little 
to this conſideration; and unſeſs the right hon. gentleman 
could acquit himfelf of the imputationg there were in his con- 
ception grounds fot ſerious ſuſpicion,” that If he had not been 
guilty of perfonal cofraption himſeſt, ' that he had at leaſt, 
trol gh the means of particular agents uſed one of the moſt 
perilc;pus ſpecies of bribes that ever had been reſorted to in 
the moſt cortijps of goveruments. eee 
A Secretary Dundas roſe to explain, and ſaid that he was 
not in the leaſt af onifhed at he groſs miſtepreſentations of the 
honourable gentleman, - whoſe ſpeech had been one continued 
ſeries of feurrilicy and InveRtive, e. 
Mr. Courtenay called Mr. Dundas to order; und charged the 
riaht honourable” gentleman with having prefaced what he 
innded to fay with ſome” of that feurritity and i: vective of 
waich he had accufed his Hon. friend: He hoped therefore the 
dpeaker would interfere, and preſerve the order and regularity 
of debate. | RANG . | 
Vr. Secretary Dundas withed the Honourable gentleman had 
nterfered at an earlier period, and preſeryed that order with 
he ſeemed ſo defirous to maintain, by preventing his Honour- 
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able friend from committing ſo open a breach of it, as he had 
repeatedly done in the courſe of his remarks ; the fole object 
which had induced him to riſe at the moment, had been to 
reſcue the character of the late Lord North, from the imputa- 
tions that had been thrown out againſt him. 

The Lord Mayor ſaid, that the honourable gentleman had 
made an attack, by the introduction of ſome extraneous obſer- 
vations, on his conduct. He declared he never made a de- 
claration in the common hall that he would oppoſe the Bills. 
There was a meeting there, he admitted, of about 20co of 
his confti a majority of whom was certainly againſt the 
bills; but he did not conſider that ſuch a number could be a 
majority of 8000 wh He declared, in the face cf 
God and that auguſt aſſembly, that he knew nothing of the 
loan, till his hair drefſer, an hanefl fellow, told him in the 
morning of the circumftance. From him he was glad to find 
that it was the caſe, and that the houſe with which he was 
connected got 2, 500, oool. of the loan. There were 250 
names upon his liſt ſor the diviſion of its amount, among 
which there were only three members of parliament. With 
regard to himſelf, his lordſhip faid God knew he had no im- 
pure motives, and if he could aſſiſt government by lending bis 
money, he was happy to do it. The honourable gentleman 
had laid great ſtreſs upon the benus of the preſent loan; would 
any man, he deſired to know, take a loan without a bonus ? It 
was a fair tranſaction, and in his opinion perfectly juſtifiable. , 

Ar. Sheridan explained. He ſaid, he certainly had made 
a miſtake in his ſtatement; the honourable gentleman bad 
ſet him right by aſſerting, that he and his friends inſtead cf 
2,000,000l. had been favoured with 2,500,000)... in the loan. 

Ar. Duncombe defied the honourable gentleman (Mr. Wm. 
Smith) to give proof of his aſſertion, that a majority of the mem- 
bers of that houſe, under Lord North's adminiſtration, wer? 
influenced by the diſtribution of the loans; with regard to the 
noble lord himſelf, he had been evidently belied, as was proved 
by the character which had been given him by a reſpectabic 
and diſtinguiſhed member, (Mr. Fox,) whoſe generous and li- 
beral ſentiments had long been the objects of his (Mr. D's) ad- 
miration; and it was proved by the heart of the honourable 

entleman (Mr. Sheridan) himſelf, if he knew any thing ol 
- noble lord's virtue and integrity. The honourable gen- 
tleman had commended the noble lord's worſt qualities, bis 
urbanity and good humour, which were not the chief requi- 
ſites for a pure and unblemiſhed friendſhip, and which wels 
often poſſeſſed by men, with whom the reſpectable part ol 


mankind did not chooſe to aſſociate. f Ar 
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Mr. William Smith in reply ſaid, that the honourable gen- 


tleman knew it was impoſſible for him to go into proof of his 
aſſertion conſiſtently with the orders of the houſe; but he 
muit contend that the making loans a ſyſtem of corruption 
under lord North's adminiſtration had been a ſubject of ſuch 
notoriety as to be repeatedly mentioned in that houſe, and he 
declared that he ſhould carry the impreſſion of it ts the grave. 

Mr. Dougias defended the character of lord North from 
the imputation of corruption, and ſaid the charges were wholly 
groundleſs and falſe. 

Mr. Sheridan deſired to be correctly underſtood as he con- 
ſidered nothing ſo unpleaſant as a charge on a perſon who was 
not preſent to defend himſelf. He never had infinuated that 
the deceaſed noble lord was guilty of perſonal corruption, 
though he might by ſeparate arrangements be accuſed of tread - 
ing on a ſyſtem of corruption. For the proof of his aſſertions 
he e to the journals of the Houſe; and while he ac- 
knowledged the noble lord's urbanity, declared that he would 
never compliment away his public principles. 

Mr. Vn. Smith's motion for a committee of enquiry upon 
the loan was then put and carried without a diviſion. 

Upon the motion that the enquiry be made by a committee 
of the whole Houſe, .. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer objected, becauſe it would 
occaſion a total interruption of public buſineſs. He hardly 
thought the honourable gentleman would have preſſed it, ſince 
he had early given his conſent that it ſhould be an open com- 
mittee, and all have voices who attended it. 

Mr. Sheridan diſapproved of any other committee than a 
committee of the whole Houſe, becauſe it would defeat en- 
quiry. They had already been diſcuſſing the expenditure ot 
eighteen millions of money with about fix and thirty members, 
which was at the rate of alk a million a man; and if it was 
ſo difficult to procure attendance when the Speaker was in the 
chair, how much more difficult muſt it be up ſtairs in a com- 


mittee? He knew that if they were ſent to ſcramble up ſtairs, 


a few gentlemen in the confidence of the miniſter, but who 
certainly had no ſhare in the loan, might attend, though 
others ſhould not; and thus they would have a partial report. 

The Houſe then divided on the motion fos a committee of 
the whole Houſe: | | 
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A committee was accordingly appointed to inquire into the 
circumſtances of the negociation of the late loan. 
The folluwing motions were then put and carried: | 

„ That all have voices to att-nd the ſaid committee. That 
the ſaid committee have the power af examining papers, re- 
cords, &c. That it do fit in the Speaker's Chamber to-morrow 
at twelve o'clock, and that eight be a quorum.” 

The order of the day was then read for the whole Houſe to 
reſolve itſelf into a committee on the bill for reducing the 
drawback on ſugar. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that it was in- 
tended the reduction of the drawback on raw ſugars ſhould 
take place on the 20th inſt. but that a longer time would be 
given in the caſe of refined ſugars, Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
W EDNESDAY), December 16. 


A variety of bills were brought up from the commons. 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he did not mean now to 
enter into the conſideration of the loan bill; but from the 
particular circumſtances attending the negociation-of the late 
joan, he would move their tordſhips to be ſummoned on that 
ſubje& to-morrow, —Ordered. 1-44 

: - HIGH PRICE AND SCARCITY OF CORN. 

The order of the day, for taking into conſideration the high 
price of proviſions, eure Nene $1 | 
The Lord Prefident (Earl of Mansfield) ſaid, that he would 
not detain their lordſhips attention beyond the limits which 
the ſubject, reſpecting which he had to addreſs their lordſhips, 
rendered abſolutely neceſſary, but would juſt ſtate what ſteps 
he thought ſhould be taken in a matter of the higheſt un- 
portance and concern. He had to regret, that on account of 
the — of the wheat crop this ſeaſon, to the extent of a 
third part of a good and fair crop, it became neceſſary to 
adopt ſome meaſures to remedy the evil ariſing from the de- 
fects; it was undeniable, much as it was to be lamented, that 
the preſent ſcarcity. of wheat prevailed to an alarming degree; 
and was ſuch as might excite the moſt ſerious appre henſions. 
Other grains, however, had been abundant, and afforded ſome 
means of compenſating that ſcarcity, : Ir muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that, under theſe circumſtances, we ſhould adopt the 
CREED 92 IR ſpeedieſt 
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heedieſt mode of redrefliag the evil, at a time when the 
intereſts of the people at large had called upon parliament to 
take the ſubject into their conſideration, and ſuggeſt ſuch re- 
medial meaſures as their provident wiſdom. ſhould deem ne- 
ceſſary. The failure had happened at a ti ne when we could 
not redreſs ourſelves; it had been partly owing to the deſi- 
ciency in other countries throughout Europe, and in part to 
the fituation of this country with reſpect to Europe at preſent, 
t therefore became neceflary that we ſhould look to our- 
ſelves for ſuch remedies as would ſupply the deficiencies, and 
theſe were pointed out in a great meaſure by thoſe ad pted by 
the other Houſe.” He had heard it ſaid, on the ſubject af the 
agreement entered into by the commons, and laid before that 
Houſe, that ſuch a proceeding was without precedent. In 
anſwer to this aſſertion, he had to refer to the, agreemeut 
entered into on King William's acceſſion to the crown, 
previous to the paſſing legiflative reſolutions. The principle 
was juſt the ſame, although the object of the agreement had 
undoubtedly been different, but it was enough for his purpoſe 
with reſpect to the preſent, that the principle of both was the 
tame. What he thought would be more efficacious, was the 
example of great and reſpectable families, who, when they had 
diſintereſtedly denied themſelves the gratiſieation of fine bread, 
would ſoon be followed by the other orders of the community. 
His lordſhip concluded with moving a reſolution & to diminith 
25 much as poſſible the conſumption of wheaten flour.” 

The Duke of Bedford faid, he had no objection to the reſo- 
lution, hince it was not founded on the meſtage from the com- 
mons ; as he ſtill conſidered that it would have been informal 
in that light, He, however, could not fign it, becauſe, taking 
the declaration meant to be propoſed into view, he thought it 
every way inadequate to the evil complained of. Tne plan 
© of changing the quality and fineneſs of the bread, he feared, 
would occaſion much abuſe on the part of the bakers. "The 
greement would be of little effect, he thought, without the 
aid of ſome legiſlative regulation; it having turned out that 
the reſolution on that ſubject laſt ſummer by the Privy Council 
was of little uſe, and only put it in the power of the bakers to 
deteriorate the bread when they were not under the controul 
of the magiſtracy. The lower claſſes of people, it was to be 
recollected, conſumed bread not as a luxury, but-as the chief 
part of their food, and would ſuffer moſt by a change in its 
quality. His grace recommended, not to diciviſh the quantity 
of bread conſumed, but to paſs a law, that two-thirds wheat, 
and the remainder potatocs, ſhould compoſe the loaf for a 

given 
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given time, by which plan the ſame ſaving would be effected, 
as propoſed by the preſent reſolution, in the conſumption of 
wheaten flour. 

Lord Hawkeſbury ſaid, he agreed perfattly with the noble 
earl, who had propoſed by the reſolution, and argued in ſap. 
port of the propriety of the meaſure to ſet example, rather 
than proceed to coercive meaſures in the firſt inſtance. What 
were the objections to it? One was, that the coarfer bread 
made under it, contained not fo much nutriment as the finer 
forts of bread. He believed the fact not to be ſo; and he waz 
ſupported by many examples. The faſhion among the inba- 
bitants of this kingdom, of confuming only the fineſt bread, 
was new, and far from general, In many parts of the 
kingdom a different kind of bread was uſed, and the people 
who chiefly fed on it, were healthy, hearty, and robuſt, The 
colliers of Newcaſtle, a ſtrong and hardy race, who did work 


requiring great ſtrength and great bodily exertion, were fed 


almoſt wholly upon rye bread. At the other end of the king- 
dom alſo (the miners of Cornwall,) they were fed wholly 
upon barley bread; and he appealed to a noble lord oppoſite 
(Lauderdale) whether his countrymen were not ftrong, vigo- 
rous, and hearty, though their bread was only compoſed of 
oats, In Ireland alſo oaten bread, and bread made of coarſer 
materials than wheaten bread, was the common food of the 
lower orders. While this country was deficient in its wheat, 
barley was the only grain of which it grew more than it 
exported; and therefore very proper to be applied to remedy 
the deficiency of the other. In aid of this meaſure alſo, their 
lordſhips would recollect, that there were laws paſſed to pre- 
vent the making of ſtarch, which would fave 42, ooo quarters 


annually of corn; and there was, at that time, pending in the 


other Houle, a bill to ſecure the free paſſage of grain, a mea- 
ſure extremely important, when he contidered, that, under“ 
the idea of wanting it, people would be apt to retain more 
than they could uſe, and perhaps not ſuffer it to come to 
market, which muſt materially diſtreſs the great manufacturing 
towns, | 

The reſolution paſſed, and Earl Mansfield reac his ſecond, 
which was, that an agreement preciſely ſimilar to ti at adopted 
by the Houſe of Commons ſhould be placed in the clerk's 


office, to be ſigned by thoſe who choſe, or who empowerec the 


clerk to do it for them. 
The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that though he had already intro- 

duced into his own family the regulation to which the agree: 

ment was directed, ſtill he wiſhed the declaration to be ſuch 5 
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he could ſign. He wiſhed that part which related to the laying 
aſide of pa — be omitted, as he was afraid ſuch declarations 
were often ſigned without ſtrict regard to the obſerving the 
particular purpoſes of them; and it was very eaſy for perſons, 
who uſed that article, to forego the luxury of it, without any 
ſpecific declaration, He adverted to the abufes that might be 
committed by the bakers, and thought that the effect of the 
agreement would not be very conſiderable, as many people in 
the middling ranks, with whom bread was not a luxury, but a 
neceſſary of life, would continue to uſe fine flour bread. 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he ſaw a conſiderable diſ- 
advantage likely to ariſe -from. the agreement, as it might be 
coalidered as a reſting. place in the exertions to remedy the 
ſcarcity, and thereby the miſchief might be allowed to en- 
creaſe. It certainly was a very inadequate application to 
ſo great an evil. He wiſhed the noble lord ( Dairy 
who was averſe. to interpoſe legiſlative acts of compulſion 
againſt the prejudices of the people, had attended a little to 
this principle in the acts which parliament had for three weeks 
been employed about. The regulations mentioned in the 
agreement would be difficult to be complied, with, as it de- 
pended upon the wholeſale millers in the neighbourhood what 
kind of bread the. city of London ſhould be ſupplied with. 
He, however, thought it perfectly futile, though he had no 
objeclion that it ſhould be fairly tranſcribed on parchment, 
and hung up in the clerk's office, and that the clerk himſelf 
(Mr. Roſe) ſhould ſuperintend the ſigning, which he believed 
would be the only ſpecies of duty he had performed fince he 
had held his office of clerk of parliament. 

Lord Hawkeſbury, in reply, remarked the eagerneſs which 
the noble earl continually manifeſted in ſeizing on every 
opportunity of referring to. the war. On this queſtion he 
would at preſent wave all debate, and would only expreſs his 
with that the noble earl hjmſelf had propoſed ſome ſuch mea- 
jure as he alluded to. There was no noble lord in that Houſe 
that was not as fully competent of informing himſelf on the 
ſubject as any of his Majeſty's miniſters, 


The Dude f Bedford remarked on the inſtances adduced by 


Lord Hawketbury, from different parts of the kingdom, and 
obſerved that ſuch, were the habits of men, that they could 
not readily paſs from one kind of food to another. Expe- 
rience eaſily informed us, that an Engliſhman could not ealily 
reconcile himſelf go the bread of Scotland; neither could a 
>cotchman be brMght to reliſh the bread in uſe in this part of 
Great Britain, 

Lord 
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Lerd Donglas (Latl of Morton Scbtland,) ſupported the 
preſent plan, thougut the publie were deeply intereſted in it, 
a w.5 1 opinion that no better meaſures at preſent could he 
adopted. . | uh 
The Harl of Lauderdale ſpoke ſhortly in explanation. 

Lord Darnley excepted againſt the agreement which lay 


| upon the table as not likely to produce any beneficial effect. 


Tord Searbiroauoh coincided with the noble lords who dil. 
appproved of the agreement: of courſe he Would notion it. 
Th. Hißep of Roc heſter ſaid, it could not be denied that war 
always 141 an influence upon the plenty-or ſcarcity of provi 
fions 3 bur that the whole of the evil arofe from the preſent 
war icemed to be an idea totally anfounded. Some govern- 
ments had changed ſcarcity into famine by imprudent mes- 
ſures; the remedy ought not to be to reduce the price of the 
ſcarce commodiry, but toſleſſen its ebnſumption: ſo faf. there- 
fore, this meaſure was right. The exiſis was awful; and 
without inquiries about the cauſe, it beeame incumbent to 
adopt ſome plan to avert the conſequences. He doubted much 
whether any thing ſhort of legiflative enactments would be 
ſufficient. He did not know whether it were true, that 
that fond which contained the greateſt quantity of nutriment 
in the ſmalleſt maſs, was the (rot! eee to health and 
vigour; the ſtomach ſnhould receive that quantity which its 
powers could digeſt. If the wheat was feparatedy und the 
finer parts ſerved ùp to the rieh und great, while the refuſe was 
Jett for the provender of the poorer people, the latter would 
with juſtice complain. He though that the prohibition of all 
fine bread would be the moſt-effeual. The aſſociation would 
molt probably have a good effect to ſome extent, though he 
doubted whether it would be a fall one';'becaufe; unleſs they 


did fo, they had no compulſory method upon their domeſtics, 


who gene? ally ſpeating lived. as well as they did themſelves, 


and neither-with-ther: nor their ſervants was bresd the princi- 


pal articie of food. They bad ether proviſions, which was 


"not tie Cale with POOTer fort of people. Tf he would not 31- 


low bis ſervants the bread they required, they might leave 


Him the next day, and goto a family where they could get it. 


Before he fot down, he Should remark; that whatever mea- 
ſures they adopted, whether Jeghative” or exemplary, they 


muſt be ſpeedy, for the evil preſſed and example affuredly 


might be ex pected to do ſomettimg. 
The Due c "'Beilford expreſſed à dgſire to amend the 
aprecanen:, which, in its preſent Rare, N declared he would 


net ſign. Li: grace ſuggeſted ſuch alterations as appeared. to 


- um 


«a r wow my . 
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him to carry the probability of producing ſuch benefits as he 
believed were intended. Theſe were propoſed, but not a- 
dopted The agreement was then read which in ſubſtance 
was, © that, in order to prevent the preſſure of actual ſcarcity, 
the conſumption of wheat in their families ſhould be reduced 
at leaſt one third of the uſual quantity conſumed in ordinary 
times,” | | | 
The Lerd Prijident then moved, that the agreement ſhould 
be ingrofled, : and placed upon the table, Which was unani- 


. mouſly agreed to,-+> Adjourned. , | 
eee 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
| _ * Weaneſday, Det. 16. 

Sir Philip Stephens brought up à bill for regulating the ma- 
rine forces while on ſhore, which was read a firſt time and will 
be read a ſecand time to-morrow. Wo TE . 

The bill for enabling overſeers to extend relief to the poor 
at their own. houſes. was committed, and the report will be 
received to- morrow. wy | 0 

Mr. Dent moyed, that the order of the day for the Houſe to 
go into a committee on the bill for the better regulation of 
dae conveyance vt ,writs, &c. be deferred till Thurſday, the 
4th of February. 4 f ein 2 

Mr. Francis undetſtood the object of the bill to be the 
remedy of an improper detention of writs, an object extremely 
deſirable, and which ought as ſoon as poſſible to be carried 
into execution. | | _ 

Mr. Dent ſaid, the delay aroſe from neceſſity, and no: 
from inclination, as he was at preſent not quite prepared to 
carry the bill , praperly iato ele but hoped to be ſo by 
the 4th of February. | | 

Mr. Francis tegtetted the delay the more on account of the 
probability of a diſſolution of parliament, when its operation 
would be more require. 

Mr, Dent obſerved, that if be had been prepared at preſent 
tor the commitment of the bill, there was not time enough 
tor it to go through the Houſe of Lords and paſs into a law 
before the adjournment, which was expected to be ſor a 
_ 7 ſix weeks, and therefore there would be very little 

ime loſt. | 
Mr. Barker conceived. that there were objections to it in 
1 preſent form, and therefore urged the propriety of defer- 
ing it. 

The motion was then put and carried. 
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MIXED BREAD, 


The report of the committee appointed to take into con— 
ſideration the Bill to permit bakers to make mixed bread, pro- 
vided two-thirds of it conſiſted of wheat, was then bronght 
up and committed, Several amendments were moved and 
agreed to; the principal of which was, that ' bakers ſhould 
mark, in large Roman capitals, on the bread, the quality and 
proportion of mixtures. | 

Mr. Francis roſe to make a few obfervations upon the 
agreement entered into by the members of that Houle to uſe 
and recommend particular forts of bread. He approved of 
the purport of that agreement, but did not accede to ſigning 
it, becauſe he feared it might hereafter be made uſe ot as a 
dangerous precedent, though it was juſtified by the preſent 
circumſtances, ſince all precedents had been eftabliſhed in a fa- 
vourable way. Out of the Houſe he had no objection to ſign- 
ing it, and he ſaid, he would promote it with the utmoſt zeal. 
He had ſome doubts, however, whether it would have the in- 
tended effect of ſaving the confumption of wheat, becauſe laſt 
year, when a ſimilar reſolution was made by the lords of the Pri- 
vy Council, and other eminent perſons, it was productive cf 
no great advantage. Where he lived in the country, he aſſo- 
ciated at that time with various gentlemen of the neighbour- 
hood]; and the difficulties they had at firſt to contend with in te- 
gard to the bakers and millers, &c. were very material; after 
they had compaſſed theſe difficulties, they found, by the conſump- 
tion of the houſhold bread, not more than a farthing in the quar- 
tern loaf was ſaved; while that ſaving was counteracted by a great 
and more waſteful conſumption. Gentlemen who were en— 
gaged in other avocations might not be ſo ſenſible of the abuſe; 
as he had been, having been very inquiſitive on account of the 
importance of the ſubject, and from motives of œconomy. 
Thus he found there was a greater walte in quantity than 
the difference of quality could recompenſe to the average 
amount of one-fourth more; for, notwithſtanding the reſo- 
Jutions of families, the poorer claſſes of people would eat the 
fineſt bread, and no other, The bakers aſſured him that, in- 
ſtead of a reduction of the *conſumption, the conſumption ct 
fine flour had increaſed, He principally referred to the vi- 
cinity of London. ' Perhaps, he ſaid, a greater degree of ſub- 
miſſion and deference to the example and wiſhes ot their ſupe- 
periors might be manifeſted by the poor in more remote parts 
of the country; but when it'was conſidered what a large pro- 


portion the population of London, and a circle of twelve * 
| | | round, 
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round, bore to that of the whole kingdom, and that the people 
within that circle were accuſtomed to live well, he was afraid 
the propoſed agreement would have an inſufficient effect. He 
found, therefore, that the Houſe was only lofing time by this 
recommendation; and that at laſt, to produce the deſired ef- 
ſect, they muſt have recourſe to that object which he had in 
view, namely, an Act for the enforcement of the regulation. 
He had made inquiries of many we l- informed tradeſmen, whe- 
ther there was a liklehood that the poor would repine, if a ge- 
neral enforcement of the reſolutions were enacted, and he was 
unanimouſly anſwered in the negative, becauſe the diſtinction 
between the rich and the poor had always been the cauſe of 
the diſatisfaction. Upon theſe grounds Mr. Francis declared 
it to be his opinion, that the ſooner a legal proviſion was 
made for enforcing the regulations the better. 

Mr. R:der ſaid the queſtion was, whether a complete re- 
lief could be given in the preſent ſcarcity by a foreign ſupply 
of corn, and an internal diminution of the confumption, and 
whether the laſt ſhould be voluntary or compulſory. He dif- 
tered from the honourable gentleman, as to the adoption of a 
legal proviſion; at leaſt, till gentlemen ſaw the iſſue of a vo- 
luntary engagement. As to the former agreement of the 
Privy Council, it was int:oduced under different circum- 
{tances from the preſent agreement of the Houſe ; the ſig- 
natures, though in themſelves highly reſpectable, being during 
the receſs of parliament, did not come with the ſame weight 
with the reſolutions come to by the Houſes of parliament in 
conſequence of an enquiry previouſly made; the former agree- 
ment was to eat of wheaten ſtandard bread ; but it was found 
that that bread could not be made in places where an aſſize 
was ſet; and by the prices ſet in the aſſize tables, no baker 
cond afford to fell ſuch bread. The objection of the bakers 
to make that bread, could not apply to the bread mentioned 
in the agreement, hecauſe the bakers were to be allowed to 
fx their own price, The former agreement of the Privy 
Council might alſo, in ſome meaſure, tail of the deſired effect, 
inaſmuch as the publie attention was not then ſo much awak- 
ered to a ſenſe of the neceſſity of the meaſure ; and there was 
allo the ſtrong and general expectation of a plentiful harveſt, 
The diſtreſs felt during the months of July and Auguſt laſt, 
would ſerve to prepare the minds of the people on the expe- 
dieney of diminiſhing the conſumption of Wheat; it was, 
tnerefore to be hoped, that in the preſent inſtance, the ex- 
ample of the gentlemen who would ſign this agreement, 
would be more willingly followed by the poor at pteſent, than 

4A 2 on 


. th a 


8 
— 


. _=_ — — 4 
3 —_—_— . 


* 


bs = — -. * 
Ty , a 
4+ -— * — 
. * 
- * 
— ry 


Ge Ado wants. 


e 


P 


* 


x43 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS [Comnoxs, 


on the former ocaſion, and ſhould there be a diſpoſition in 
the conſumers to make a demand on the .bakers of mixed 
bread, there would not be found that difficulty in ſupplying 
them. The bakers, who had been converſed with, made, in- 
deed, one reſerve, provided they can get ſufficient ſupplics 
from the millers. On this point the honourable gentleman 
ſaid, the committee had enquired-of certain millers and meal- 
men, ten of whom attended the committee and ſubſcribed their 
names to an agreement to facilitate the plans of the committee 
by ſupplying any ſort of grain, and flour of any fort ef grain, 
to any degree of fineneſs. He did not think. it prudent or po- 
litie to mention their names, as it was hoped that the millers 
and meaimen would come to the ſame reſolution ; but he in- 
formed the Houſe, that the millers and mealmen in queſtion were 
men of character and weight in their branch of buſineſs. The 
committee, therefore, had the ſatisfaction of finding the great- 
eſt diſpoſition in the millers and mealmen to aſſiſt. He con- 
feſſed that the mere ſignatures of the members of that Houſe 


could not be expected to have the defired effect, unleſs the 


ſubſcribers, by their individual exertions and influence, en- 
deavoured to recommend and forward the agreement in the 
ſeveral pariſhes in town and country. Without this, he could 
ente: tain no ſauguine hopes; but feeling, as he did, and many 
other gentlemen did, the importance of the object, he could 
not but expect that every exertion would be made. He {aid 
it gave him pleaſure to find, by the papers, that one of the 
moſt reſpectable bodies in the metropolis had already adopted 
a ſimilar reſolution. 

Another objection ſtated, was, that they would find the poor 
reluctant and un willing to comply with the meaſures men in o- 
ther ſituations had chearſully provided and ſubmitted to for their 
relief; in various places, however, it had appeared that many 
of the poor had been inclined, from the ſcarcity of wheat, 
io have recourſe to other mixtures of grain; and he under- 
ſtood that in one of the pariſhes of Weſtminſter (St. James's) 
1400 loaves, of an inferior quality, were diſtributed weck) 
among the poor, and the expence ſupported by a ſubſcription. 
In every meaſure of the kind there were two objects; fit, 
that of increaſing the ſupply, and diminiſhing the conſump- 
tion; and, ſecondly, to do that in a way moſt ſatisiactory to 
the bulk of the people. He obſerved, that if, in the coutſe 
of tie enſuing year, the neceſſity ſhould appear itronger than 
it did at preſent, and that this agreement was inckectual to 
an{wer the aghred object, it would be for the wiſdom of the 
Houſe then to conſider, what farther ſteps might e 
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to be taken, In the mean time, he thought that the probable 
advantages of the preſent meaſure would be ſufficient to coun- 
terbalance any evil ariſing from the delay of adopting any 
other plan. He truſted the poor would not grumb'e to make 
uſe of the ſame bread, or be diſcontented, which they found 
perſons of fortune and rank. tying themſelves duwn, and 
pledging their honour to introduce mixed bread into their ta- 
milies ; the effe&t produced, he truſted, would be greater 
than any compulſion, not to uſe more than two-thirds 
of wheat in their bread. He obſerved, that in alTaſt every 
pariſh there would be ſome of the higher ranks, who would 
impoſe this rettriction upon themſelves to uſe this bread, and 
their example would become general. Nor did he ite any 
thing in the preſent ſtate of the country to render this come 
pulſion neceſſary. At any rate, the refolutions would go to 
this extent, that where the mixed flour was uſed, the people 
would grow accuſtomed to it, and then, if the compulſion 
followed, it would be leſs ungrateful and repullive, 

Mr. Francis explained, and exprefled his doubts, whether 
the example would be ſo prevalent as was ſuppoſe. 

Mr, Folge recommended to the committee a clauſe to pre- 

ent the uſe of new bread. I here was, he ſaid, a loſs of 1-6th 
on the whole quantity, which would be prevented by proai- 
biting the ſale of bread unleſs baked 24 hours before. 

dir V. Lewes ſtated, that it was the unanimous reſolution 
of the magiſtrates of the city of London to. concur in the 
agreement entered into by the Houſe of Commons. There 
was, he ſaid, a material difference between the former agtee- 
ment that had been alluded to, and the preſent one. Ine 
former had heen framed and made during the receis of par- 
1ament; the preſent would not only receive the concur- 
rence of that Houſe, but alſo of the Houſe of Pecrs, and 
would, he truſted, ſuperſede the neceſſity of a-compullory act 
of parliament, ® 

Mr. Martin ſuggeſted the propriety of printing and circu- 
lating the reſolutions and agreements of the Houle iclaiive wo 
the ſubject through the kingdom. 

The Chancellar of the Exchequer ſaid, after the Houſe of 
Lords had concurred, he propoſed to ſubmit it to his Majetty, 
and then to ſend copies to the c rotulorum of every divi- 
hon, to the chief megiſtrate oi every corporate town, and 
to che biſhops, to be diſtributed by them to tbe parochial 
clerg y. X act Haie -1 12 

1 42 nian Rick OF cox. autor! 

Ihe Houle, having reſolved itlelf into a commitice, on the 
high price of corn. 8 IM 1 8 
Mr, 
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Mr. Huſſey declared it to be his opinion, that the bounties 
ag rerd on by the committee, were not ſufficient to juſtify 
the expectation of a ſupply. The bounties already agreed on 
were twenty ſhillings for every quarter of wheat from the 
Mediterranean and the coaſt of Africa, and fiſteen ſhillings 
only from the Baltic and America. The higher the bounty 
the better, undoubtedly, the chance of a ſupply. He was 
aware that this might be carried ad infinitum; but it was fit 
that it ſhould be carried to a reafonable extent, or it would 
be of no uſe at all; and to what extent it ought to be carried he 
would preſently ſhew, by the faireſt calculations. He under 
ſtood thatwheat was fold at preſent in America for 9s. 6d. the 
buſhel, which was at the rate of ſeventy-ſix ſhillings the 

uarter ; and in the opinion of Mr. Claude Scott, a celcbrat- 
ed ſactor, the difference in quality to Engliſh wheat was at 
the rate of ten ſhillings the quarter; and in the opinion of 
Mr. Wilſon, another celebrated factor, at the rate of hificen 
ſhillings the quarter. He was authorized, therefore, to ad- 
mit the opinion of one as well as the other, and taking the 
latter, he made the following calculation, 

Per Quarter. 


Original price of wheat in the American market L- 3 16 


1 Difference in quality to Engliſh wheat - - 0 15 
1 Freight, &c. - - - - o 16 
4 Inſarance and commiſſion - - 4 9 8 

i Chance of damage - - - - 8 

| 1 Profit of adventure - - Ws 8 6 8 
4 6 11 
[2 Reduction of bounty - - — - - 0 15 
4 5 16 


The price of Engliſh wheat at preſent in the market, it was to 
de recollected, was 108 ſhillings per quarter; and conſequentiy 
if Ame ican wheat could not be fold for leſs than 116 ſhillings 
per quarter, there was no chance of a ſupply. If he went 
back to November the difference was ſtil] greater, for then 
the Enghſh wheat was fold at 100 ſhillings per quarter. 
Upon theſe grounds he propoſed an extenſion of the bounty 
upon wheat imported from America, to 5s. fer quarter more, 
making the Whole bounty twenty ſhillings per quarter, He 
faid he was ill qualified tor bringing forward any motion; 
and if he had any idea that the right honourable gentleman 
meant to reſiſt it, he certainly ſhould not have done it; not 
ſhould he have done it if the committee had not already 
; granted a bounty of 20 ſhillings per quarter upon corn im- 
g ported from other places, where the freight and difficulty of 

ER. | ; bringing 
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bringing it hither he acknowledged was greater, but where 
the expectation of a ſupply was, leſs, Mr. Huſſey then moved 
« that an additional bounty, equal to one third of the bounty 
already * to be ares on corn importsd into Great 
Britain, be given on all wheat, or wheat flour, imported from 
the «colonies. of Great Britain, or the United States of Ame- 
rica, into this country.“ | : Cy 
Lerd Sheffield ſaid that nothing could be more uncertaiu 
than calculations upon the price of wheat in America, the 
price had varied in a moſt extraordinary manage and it was 
likely through competition to be much higher. Some letters 
mention flour, at 195. 6d. ſterling per buſhel, and others of the 
3th November ſtate it to have fallen to 118. 65d. but he con- 
ſidered the bounties as a mere ſacrifice of ſo much money to 
the wiſhes ot thoſe, who fancied. they might procure a quantity 
of corn from abroad, and that he had not oppoſed them leſt it 
they had not been granted, it might be ſaid hereafter a conſi - 
derable quantity would have been had if bounties had been 
offered. On a former day he had troubled the Houſe with 
his reaſons for afſerting, that comparatively with our wants 
we could acquire but a very incotiſiderable quantity of wheat 
trom other countries at any expence, and thofe -perſons who 
offered a bounty, as well as thoſe who attended the committee, 
were of the ſame opinion. Bounties in the opinion of all the 
merchants who had been examined, would proportionable 
raiſe the price in the country trom whence the article is to be 
exported, France, Holland, and the Weſt-Indies, would 
tollow that price. The value of wheat high as it is in Eng- 
land, is very much lower than in France and Holland, con- 
icquently it would go in neutral veſſels to thoſe countries. He 
laid it would be endleſs to attempt by bounties to counter- 
vail the high price in other countries, and if we could ſucceed 
lo far by extravagant bounties as to ſtarve the Weſt-Indies, 
the quantity thus acquired would not furniſh a mouthful to 
England. Woe have reſources and wholeſome ſubſtitutes 
among ourſelves, and furely if we could obtain from abroad 
the great quantity of wheat that is wanted to make up the 
utual conſumption of this country in times of plenty, it would 
be ruinous to transfer to foreign countries tor the purchaſe 
very conſiderably more than fix millions ſterling, exclufive of 
the freight, a quantity of tonnage nearly equal to the whole 
commercial tonnage of France in her moſt proiperous days, 
would be wanted, viz. 400, ooo ions, or 2,000 vellels of 200 
toas each, He added we ſheu'd do more harm than good by 
Propoling bounties which coul! not be effectual, inaſmuch 
28 
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as they tend to prevent the people from uſing thoſe fubſtitutes 
which may leſſen the conſumption of wheat under a falſe 
expectation of a ſupply. We have already an ample ſupply 
of barley, oats, and potatoes, and we may have at leaf 
600,090 quarters from Ireland. . 

Sir Francis Baring ſupported Mr. Huſſey, and ſtated the 
es of corn in America, to be leſs than had been mentioned 

Lord Sheffield; he declared, he thought the motion feafi- 
ble; if a bounty of 205. per quarter be paid upon the impor- 
tation of corn from any one place, it ought tobe from Ame- 
rica, ſince gut expectation of a ſupply was greater from that 
quarter than the Mediterranean. He aſſured the Houſe, upon 
his own authority, for he had à large eftate there, that be- 
tween the 24th and 28th of October, the price of corn was 
9s. 64. and 108. 6d. ſterling per quarter, which is equivalent 
to 178. or 18s. currency, He agrted perfectly with che noble 
lord, that no fupply could be expected large enough for our 
demand, 'becaufe there was no great quantity of corn any 
where, but he was ſatished that a larger fupply would be ob- 
tained by a bounty of 20s. than 158. From the Mediterra- 
nean we could have very Iirtle expectation of ſupply on ac- 
count of the contiguity of France; and he pledged himſelf 
for the fact, as he mentioned it from his on knowledge, that 
the French actually ſent 8, ooo, ooo of marks, in bars of fil- 
ver, laſt October, to Hamburgh, for the purchafe of corn in 
the north of Europe, which was equal to 650,000. ſterling. If 
they had it in contemplation to procure corn at one place in this 
manner, they muſt alſo had it in contemplation to procure it 
from another; and of courſe, as the harveſts had this year been 
deficient in the ſouth of France, where they have uſually been 
ſo abundant, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that they have endea- 
voured to procute ſupplies from the mediterranean, is well as 
from the north of Europe. He thought we could expect but 
little from the Baltic; and therefore as America had laſt year 
afforded us above a million of quarters, the preference ſhould 
be given to It. y | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared he differed from 
the noble lord and the honourable gentleman oppoſite to him, 


in opinion on the queſtion. 2 was not he faid ſanguine in 


his hopes that any great ſupply could be acquired by importa- 
tion; he did not nevertheleſs deſpair that ſome advantage 
might be gained that way; and therefore he would agree to 
the increaſe of bounty propoſed, He was free to ſay, that he 
thought we wer? to look rather to the internal meaſure of mix- 


ed bread than to any external zemedy, If our internal re- 
: {ources 
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ſources, could however be at all aided by external ſupplies, 
the idea ought not to be relinquiſhed for 5s. additional bounty 
per quarter, which, compared with the advantage, was little 
or no conſideration. He truſted that the regulation reſpectin 
bread would be fo diffuſed by the example of the Lords and 
Commons, and of perſons. of rank, both by their individua 
and collective exertions, that the neceſh:y of importation 
would in a great degree be ſuperſede; and thus the country 
be more eaſily and cheaper benefited. AI 5 

If, as the honourable baronet (Sir Francis Baring) had 
ſaid, that we ſhould excite a competition with the French, 
he had no hope that we ſhould be ſerved before them if they 
nad ſpecie to buy; when he conſidered the want of money in 
France and the degree to which their finances were exhauſted, 
not only for external operations, but eyen to maintain their 
domeſtic exertions, he had no reaſon to think this competition 
with us would in any great degree take place in foreign coun- 
tries. He was however induced to accede to the motion, in 
order to ſecure every poſſible advantage. The rate of bounty 
given was conſiderable; and ſhould be apportioned to different 
markets, Such was at firſt his idea in making the bounty for 
American ſupplies leſs; but as he felt that the competition 
with France might in ſome degree operate, he changed his 
original idea, and therefore he would vote of the motion of the 
honourable gentleman. © * 

Lord Sheffield replied that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had proved what he did not intend; if the French had not 
money to purchaſe corn the competition would ceaſe, and 
bounties would be unneceſſary. His lordihip explained and 
ſupported the ſtatement he had made. 

Mr. Jaddrell ſaid he thought, if the preſent bounties would 
not do, that no higher would be of avail, and would only ſet 
the avarice of one nation againſt that of another, without pro- 
ducing good. He declared his own opinion was that our chief 
reſource was to be ſought in the improvement of our own 
country, and the cultivation of our walte lands. b 

The queſtion was put on Mr. Huſley's motion, and agreed 
to, 

Sir Peter Burrel moved, that a bounty equal to three-fifths 
(125.) of the Bounty agreed to by the Houſe, in the preſent 
ſelſion of parliament, for the exportation of every quarter of 
corn from the Mediteranean, be granted upon every quarter 

at preſent in the ports of this kingdom and under the Kings 
locks ; which was agreed to, and the report of the committee 
was ordered to be brought up next day. | 

Yer. II. 1795. 4 B The 
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| The report of the committee on the corn importation boun- 
ty was ordered to be received 0 . 
 » MUTINY BILL, 


Mr, Steele brought up the report of the committee on the 
mutiny bill. | | | 

© The Secretary at Nar brought up a clauſe for making the 
ſame allowance as laſt year to inn-keepers, who ſhall have 
certain numbers of ſoldiers and horſes quartered upon them; 
and alſo for reſerving a power to alter parts of the blll in the 
preſent ſeffion of parliament; which being read and agreed to, 
the Bill was ordered to be read a third time on Friday the 18, 
if then engtoſſed. waa 


HORSE DUTY BILL, 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe on the bill for granting a duty on horſes. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that ſince he had pro- 
poſed this tax, it appeared to him, from the ſuggeſtion cf 
others, that there were certain horſes which it would be expe- 
dient to exempt from the impoſt under this bill. It would te- 
main with thoſe who kept the horſes to ſtate the number of 
them that came under the exemption, in a liſt, which they 
ſhould be required to give in; and the officer, who was to col- 
let the duty, would judge of the propriety of that lift: if er- 
roneous, he would of courſe ſurcharge the party; and be fei- 
4 ponſible if he made any impoſt that was not warranted by the 
4 act, The horſes which he meant to be exempted from the 

duty of this bill, were generally all thoſe that had not been uſcd 
to work. There was another deſcription of horſes which be 
thought it expedient to exempt-from the duty of this bill; they 
were thoſe that were uſed in ſome employments in Scotland 
and Wales, and which were of a very low value. He ſhould 
therefore propoſe, that all working horſes, that were under 
thirteen hands high, reckoning four inches to the hand, ſhouid 
be exempted from the duty, In order to prevent fraud as ta 
the number of horſes to be exempted, he thould propoſe that 
the perſons keeping ſuch horſes, ſhould deliver in a lift of them 
to the officer who collected the tax, and allow them to be in- 
ſpected and meaſured on demand. brews 

Theſe regulations were , afterwards - propoſed to the com- 
mittee and adopted, and the report was ordered to be receiu- 

ed, | (4 bd 8 
The other Bill, for a new duty on horſes uſed for pleaſure 
paſſed the committee, and the report was ordered to be te- 

ceived next day. 14 90 Th 
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'The Bill for granting duties on pleaſure horſes was com- 
mitted, and Mr. Roſe moved a clauſe to exempt from the duty, 
horſes uſed by perſons in the yeomanry cavalry, &c. read and 
zereed to. | 

"Mr. Wither force expreſſed his wiſh that ſmall freeholders 
living on freeholds from 101. to 151, per year, ſhould be ex- 
empted from the duty. "ve 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer affented to the propriety of 
the meaſure. N 

The report was brought up, and ordered to be received 
next day. Adjourned. | | 


— 
. HOUSE OF LORDS. | 
Tnoxsbar, December 17. 


The order of the day, for the ſecond reading of the Loan 
Bill, being read. 3 
The Earl of Lauderdale (aid, their lordſhips probably thought 
it ſome what ſtrange, as it certainly was not common for the 
Houſe to. be ſummoned upon a loan Bill; but the loan of 
the preſent year was of ſo unprecedented a nature, that he 
thought himſelf not only juſtified, but barely doing his duty, 
by calling their attention to the ſingular circumſtances con- 
need; with the tranſaction. In making the preſent loan, a 
larger and more extraordinary bonus was given than had ever 
heretolore been given; and that ſyſtem of competition loſt, 
which, if he were to attempt to fate the benefits of it, he 
could not do it more forcibly than had been done by that per- 
ſon who in the preſent inſtance had departed from it and who 
in an elegant harangue had pronounced it to be founded on fo 
good a principle, that he had even made a bad bargain two 
years ago for the ſake of eftabliſhing it. The principle there- 
tore having coſt the public ſo large a ſum ought never to have 
been departed from. He believed it would be found that the 
loſs to the public, upon this occaſion, amounted to the enor- 
mous ſum of two millions; and the loan was concluded under 
circumſtances altogether unprecedented. Iuſtead of being 
concluded upon that day which by public notice it was tobe con- 
cluded on, it was concluded two days previous; and thoſe per- 
{ons who had been invited and were willing to become com- 
petitors were thereby on the ſudden excluded. Inſtead of be- 
ing concluded, alſo, but a day or two previous to the ſtate- 
ment of it in parliament, it was completed near a fortnight 
43 2 befare 
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before that time; So that the miniſter totally loſt all the be. 
nefit which intervening accidents might have given him, 
The pecuniary damage ſuſtained by the couutry, was however 
in his opinion, the leaſt of the evil; the great mifchief was, 
that the mode and circumſtances of the tranſaclion tended to 
deſtroy the ſyſtem of competition itſelf. The contractors for 
the laſt loan it was ſaid had the promiſe of precedence in the 
preſent ; if that were the fact, why not have ſtated the circum. 
ſtance to thoſe who would be competitors; Why not have 
fairly made them acquainted of the nature of the caſe, thi! 
they might know under what circumſtances they were invited 
to bid, To have done ſo, would have been acting ingenu- 
ouſly, though he was far fromrecommending ſuch practice. 
His wiſh was to have the hy ſtem of competition entirely open 
and unſhackled. No man had more juſty, or could hayc 
more emphatically, extolled the ſyſtem of competition than 
the preſent Chancellor of the Exchequer; fo fully convinced 
was he of the value of that ſyſtem to the public, that he had 
adopted iteven firſt at an expence to the country and defended 
the loſs, then incurred by the value of the principle obtained 
and eſtabliſhed; he had afterwards found it anſwer, and de- 
rived great and important financial advantage from it. It was 
the more to be regretted. the more to be watched in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, therefore, becauſe, notwithſtanding the utility 
and advantage of fair and open competition, the miniſter who 
had gloried in introducing it had totally abandoned it himſelf; 
and by the manner in which the preſent loan had been concluded, 
it would be impoſſible for him, or any future miniſter, ever to 
negociate any future loan loan upon that ſyſtem of fair compe- 
tition, becauſe thofe who were theproper perfons to treat with 
for a loan never would be hereafter perſuaded, that they were 
to be treated fairly and impartially, nor would they have any 
confidence in thoſe who defired them to give in their terms, 
The Earl ſaid, theſe were his principal objections to the loan, 
and the facts upon which they were grounded were ſufficienti 
known to that Houſe and to the country, but too much could 
not be ſaid upon the principle features of this tranſaction, and 
the tendency of it as a meaſure of finance. It would they all 
knew, be an eaſy matter, becauſe it was already, he might lay, 
proved, to ſhew that the miniſter was not driven by neceſſity 
to ſo bad a bargain. but on the contrary, that much better 
terms might have been obtained. The principal deſence that 
had been ſet up was, that by concluding this bargain ſo early, 
the advantage that would reſult from ſhewing our enemies thc 
nation could raife eighteen millions ſterling immediately, and 


by that means provide from the neceſſary expenditure of the 
next 
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next year, and impreſs them with a high ſenſe of the financiat 
reſources of the country at a time when their own was, accor- 
ding to the repreſentations of miniſters, in ſo deplorable a ſtate. 
The advantage however be its value what it might, was more 
then counterbalanced by manifeſting to the world that it had coſt 
the country above two millions to raiſe eighteen; from that 
fact, he was perſuaded, in the eyes of Europe our ſituation 
would not appear to be ſo proſperous as miniſters wiſhed the 
French and others to imagine. The loan ought not he con- 
tended to have been concluded ſo early, but that time ſhould 
have been allowed for fair competition, by which the coun- 
try would have eventually been great gainers. Suppoſing 
even that any temporary demands required immediate pay- 
ment, it would have been much better, that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had done what he could have very eaſily 
done, viz, raiſed a temporary loan, or iſſued Exchequer Bills 
tor what he wanted, to be repaid whenever the greater loan 
was fettled by competition on the moſt favourable terms for 
the public, or he might have come down for a vote of credit. 
He might have done that and reſerved the large loan till a more 
advantageous moment. Thoſe who had the money would 
have readily given it upon thoſe Exchequer Bills, becauſe they 
would have had intereſt upon it till the great loan was made; 
inſtead of which, many of them had taken their money from 
other advantageous purpoſes, and been without intereſt for 
two months, in hopes that, if the ſyſtem of competition was 
_— to, they might have had the contract for the great 


In comparing this with all former loans, the extravagance 
of the bonus appeared to be unprecedented. On loans made 
by lord North during the American War, the aggregate of 
which amounted to 57, 00, oool. the whole ſum paid as a 
bonus did not exceed 2,500,000]. and in the preſent inſtance, 
on a loan of 18,000,000]. the miniſter had given a bonus of 
2,000,000, which was within 500,00cl. of all that was paid 
on the loans during the American war. And while he de- 
ſeribed the neceſſity of adhering to the ſyſtem of competition 
which the preſent loan tended to annihilate, they ought to re- 
collect that the miniſter had borrowed a ſum of not leſs than 
$1,000,0001, fince February laſt. He contended ftrenuouſly, 
that, inſtead of the impreſſion which this tranſaction would 
bave upon the enemy as ſtated by miniſters, it would, from 
the circumſtar.ce of the caſe, and the notorious facts attend- 
ig ie, in his opinion, produce an impreſſion directly the re- 
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verſe, and not much to the credit of the financial refources of 
this country. | 104.994 19-39 | 
Nor were the circumſtance of the loan and the time at which 
it had been made, alone deſerving of remark and reprehenſion; 
there were other topics his lordſhip ſaid connected with it that 
were worthy of notice; beſides the ſtate of the funds, and the 
exiſting circumftances of both countries at the time, the min 
niſter Come to know ſomething more which he ought to have 
to the advantage of the public. After the loan was conelud- 
ed, all competition having previouſly been exeluded, and a 
pre- determination in favour of a particular ſet of men, then, as 
if the Miniſter had not been content with the exteavagant bo- 
nus given, he brought down a meſſage. from his Majeſty in 
dicating peace, the nature and contents of which it would 
be in vain to ſay he was ignorant of till the moment it came 
down, and the effect of which the miniſter well knew; he well 
knew would raiſe the funds, and in fact it was univerſally known, 
that it actually produced a monſtrous advantage to thoſe ho ſeem 
ed tobe in the ſecret; it would therefore be no very difficult mat. 
ter to prove, that perſons maſt have had a tolerable good guets 
that the meſſage would make its appearance in the ſhape, 
manner, and at the very time that it did. It was notorious 
that one perſon had ſpeculated largely indeed under the ap- 
pearance of ſuch an impreſſion. The events which had pro- 
duced the meſſage, the ſhort experience, which minitters had 
had of the new government of France, and the terms and 
meaningy and effect of the meſſage ittelf, were of themtelves 
ſuch ſingular and ſtriking circumſtances, the myſterious. du- 
plicity of conduct which the miniſters had ſhewn, his lordſhip 
faid, could not be ſufficiently reprobated. As no perſon 
could believe that miniſters were ignorant of the events that 
produced the meſſage, before the loan was concluded, and the ei- 
tect it certainly would produce on the funds, by holding oat the 
probable approach ofpeace, they were he contended highly cupa- 
ble in not making uſe of their knowledge and information, and 
turning it to the advantage of the country, inſtead of purſuing 
the contrary line of conduct, which they had done. He would 
not, the earl ſaid, accuſe any man of being corrupt; it was not 
the faſhion to conſider the miniſter in theſe days as corrupt; in 
the times of lord North the faſhion was otherwiſe. It was 
then the practice to watch the conduct of the miniſter in 
making his loans, with jealouſy and vigilance. He mult ſay, 
that there never was a tranſaction which, on the face of it, 


would create more ſuſpicion and diftruſt of the purity of 
| mi- 
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miniſters than the preſent. Though he might not think him- 
ſelf warranted to charge them directly with perſonal corrup- 
tion, yet the circumſtances of this loan were ſuch as formed 
one of the moſt powerful inſtruments of corruption, and 
afforded an opportunity for its being ſafely uſed, that they 
could have invented; and to ſhew that this was the opinion 
of a right honourakle gentleman, much connected with mini- 
ſters, on a former occaſion, he read Mr. Dundas's deſcription 
of ſuch a tranſaction, by his defence of lord North, in the 
year 1781, when the fairneſs of the loan of that year was at- 
tacked, and queſtioned. "The late loan, he ſaid, was ten times 
more extravagant than all of tie loans of lord North, and 
directly in the teeth of the principle of the right honourable 
gentleman himyelf, the principl= of competition, of which he 
had ſpoken with ſo much eloquent emphaſis, His lordſhip con- 
cluded by declaring thoſe which he had ſtated to be the princi- 
pal grounds of his oppolition to this bill. In the courſe of the 
noble lord's ſpeech, be ſaid he believed it would be found that 
the public loſs of two millions bonus upon a loan of eighteen 
millions, would have paid off one ſixth of the amount of all the 
aſſignats iſſued in France; a language that he was entitled to 
believe, in conſequence of the fort of reaſoning that he had 
of late been ſo much in the habit of hearing from miniſters 
reſpecting French finances. The enquiry inſtituted in another 
place, his lordſhip, inſinuated would be pregnant of ſome pretty 
extraordinary facts and proceedings. | 
Lord Grenville perfectly agreed with the noble lord, that 
the principle of competition in borrowing money -for the 
lervice of government, was an excellent one, and was rather 
pleaſed than not, on hearing complaints of the violation of a 
principle eſtabliſhed by the preſent government. As a general 
principle, his lordſhip ſaid, he had already admitted, and 
ſhould be ever ready to admit its excellence. But that, in the 
ſituation of the country, under no circutnſtances whatever, it 
would be prudent and proper to depart. from it, was what he 
wa not ſo ready to admit. The noble earl's ſpeech naturally 
divided itſelf into two branches; the. firſt; that the bonus was 
too extravagant; and next, that competition ſhould never be 
lot ſight of. He agreed, that the beſt terms fur the public 
ought always to be got, but he denied that the bonus was ſa 
great as the noble earl had-ſtat?d it to be. The noble earl, 
in his calculation, had taken all as loſs to the country, without 
alowing any thing for the advantage of the lenders. He 
had taken in both intereſt and diſcount, with the accidental 
tile of ſtocks, to make out what he termed the bonys, which 
| | Was 
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was not fair; the bonus was but 4% per cent. and it ſhould be 
recolleted, ſome douceur muſt always be given, or the loan 
could not be made, In the examination of former loans, he 
believed it would appear, that five or ſix per cent. was the 
neral average of late years ; the terms, therefore, of the late 

n preſented an advantage fo immenſe, that if he had ſtated, 
on the firſt day of parliament, that a ſum of eighteen millions 
could have been borrowed at that rate, he believed he ſhould 
have been credited but by very few; indeed, he doubted whe. 
ther they would not have ſuppoſed him mad or infatuated; 
et ſuch was the fact. With regard to what the noble ear! 
had ſtated of a ſmall temporary loan, that would, in his 
opinion, have been the worſt poſſible policy, and the moſt im. 
prudent meaſure that could have been adopted ; it was one 
which, upon any conſideration, he ſhould have thought it his 
duty to oppoſe. In its conſequences it muſt have tended to 
give us the moſt deſpicable appearance in the eyes of our 
enemies. “See, they would have ſaid, © to what ſhifts the 
miniſter of England is reduced, when he is obliged to nego- 
tiate a ſmall loan for the exigency of the moment; a clear 
proof, that the finances of that country are ſo diſordered, and 
their reſources ſo reduced, that he could not compaſs a larger, 
and was unable to raiſe all the ſupplies of a year of war;“ 
while, on the contrary, by the method purſued, we had con- 
vinced our enemy, we had declared it to all Europe, that our 
reſources were in the molt flouriſhing ſtate ; that our finances 
were capable of affording ſtrong and effectual aſſiſtance; and 
that we were prepared and able to purſue the war with vigour 
and reſolution. If they had not concluded the bargain as they 
had done, and the courſe of events had not turned out as they 
did, it might have been objected to them, Why did you 
not conclude when you might have made an advantageous 
agreement? you might have agreed when ſtocks were higher 
than at preſent,” The late riſe in the ſtocks had been occa- 
ſtoned by the various accounts of proceſſes, and the rapid and 
viſible ee. of the reſources of the French. They 
could not abſolutely foreſee that one army would be totally 
ruined, and another diſperſed; nor could they tell that Man- 
heim would ſurrender in ten days after the trenches were 
opened againſt it. Yet theſe ſucceſſes of our allies, he te- 
peated it, were the cauſe of the riſe of ſtocks ; and, by that 
riſe, of the large benefit accruing to the contractors of the 
loan. At the moment the loan was concluded, it was indiſ- 
utably a bargain for eighteen millions, made on terms highly 
beneficial to the country, and well warranted by the then 


exiſting circumſtances, | With 
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With reſpect to the circumſtances of the tranſaction tend- 
ing to deſtroy the principle of competition in the caſe of future 
loans, a principle admitted, on all hands, to be highly advan- 
tageous to the country, it was not __— that he ſhould 
long detain their lordſhips. It would not reſt upon aſſertion ; 
it was in a train of inveſtigation in the other Houſe; and a 
competent tribunal would decide. The noble earl relied much 
on the effect of the meſſage lately delivered, and the propriety 
of waiting until that had been made public. It was impoſſible 
for him to ſay exactly, what proportion of effect that had 
upon the funds of the country; that meſſage, however, had 
been greatly miſapprehended without doors, and conſequently 
much miſrepreſentation had prevailed reſpecting it. Some 
had proceeded to think that a negotiation was already com- 
menced ; others, that it was on the point of being concluded; 
and others had even gone ſo far as to think that peace was 
immediately to be had. The fact that, as he had ſaid the firſt 
day of the ſeſſion, that he thought the preſent government of 
France a bad government for thoſe who were to live under 
it, and not unexceptionable as to the reſt of Europe, yet it 
was ſo far a much better government than any ſort of goyern- 
ment they had before ſeen, that his Majeſty's miniſters bad 
thought it a fit thing to adviſe his Majelty to ſend a meſſage, 
declaring that matters, reſpecting the government of France, 
had come to ſuch a criſis, that he was ready to profeſs his diſ- 
poſition to negotiate, whenever a ſimilar diſpoſition ſhould be 
manifeſted on the part of France, With regard to the com- 
pariſon of the bonus, on our loan of eighteen millions, with a 
financial operation of France, certainly he would not copy the 
example of France, nor were the two operations at all ana- 
logous ; ours was a voluntary loan, raiſed at 4+ per cent. 
they certainly gave nothing bonus, for a forced loan, but they 
took away from thoſe individuals, ſelected and compelled to 
take it at 95 per cent. of his principal, the moment t 
became holders of the aſſignats. His lordſhip concluded wi 
declaring, that he rejoiced at the enquiry that had been ad- 
mitted, and had * that the reſult would prove highly 
honourable to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to reply, and ſaid, he would 
not detain their lordſhips long, but he muſt make a few 
obſervations on what had fallen from the noble lord. He muſt 
partly differ from the noble lord, and partly regret what he 
had heard. In the firft place, he rejoiced in common with 
the noble lord, that the tranſaction to which he had alluded at 

Vol. II. 1795. 40 ſe 
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ſo much length, was to be a ſubject of enquiry, His lordſhip 
ſaid, he muſt contend, againſt the noble lord's aſſertion, that 
five. or ſix per cent. had been the uſual-horus of all modern 
loans, Upon an average, he believed he might venture to alert 
that 4x per cent. would be found to be nearer the amount. 
The appearance was ſtrong againſt the: miniſter of corrupt 
practice, in violating his own principle of competition, and 
lohng two millions of the - public money, by the preference 
given to Meſſrs. Boyd, Benfield, and Co. The miniſter 
muſt have known what would be the effect of the meſſage, 
and therefore ought to have taken advantage of it for the 
public. With, reſpect to the explanation which the noble 
lord had given of the late meſſage from his Majeſty to par- 
liament, he was extremely ſorry to learn it; he had flattered 
himſelf, that all the idle punctilio, from which fide the firſt 
propoſition towards peace ſhould. come, had been ſome time 
ſince got over and abandoned. He did not imagine that the 
negotiation was going on, or in ſorwardneſs, nor did he mean 
to aſk miniſters any ſuch queſtion, but it was with extreme 
regret that he heard, that it was only meant, that his Majeſty 
was diſpoſed to; treat, when the French government ſhould 
manifeſt a diſpoſition to treat. The noble lord was, he hid, 
miſtaken in conceiving, that he revered the form of govern- 
ment in France leſs, at preſent, than he had done of old, at 
leaſt as far as a retroſpect of the laſt two years would com- 
prehend. He had only contended, that there was nothing in 


the preſent principles and form of the French government 


better adopted to treating, or to negotiation, than there had 
been before, unleſs in the whimſical dreſſes of the ancients, the 
council of 500, or any of the committee. 
Tord Grenville ſaid, it was wholly unneceſſary for him to 
do more, than repeat what he had ſaid on the day of the 
meſſage, viz. that the preſent government of France was 2 
bad government for thoſe who were to live under it, but 
that it was ſuck; as his Majeſty. might be adviſed to treat 
with. His words had been ſtudied words, words of pre- 
meditation, in which he had carefully avoided ſaying any thing 
further than the meſſage itſelf imported. Whenever nego- 
tiation ſhould appear likely to be agreed on, ſuck an idle 
unctilio of who was to make the firſt advance, could never 
ſuffered to bar the commencement of. a/treaty.  ' 
The bill was then read a ſecond time, and the Houſe ad- 
journed 33 1 * 
q *2 | HOUSE 
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Thurſday, December q ©: en 


A meſſage from the lords informed the Mok that their 
lord{hips had agreed to the amendments of the commons in 
the bill for the afety and preſervation. of his WN $ i 
and government. _ Y Kt 
CORN COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the corn committee 
for granting bounties on importation, yeh, was received and 
immediately re-committed. 

The Houſe having leſol ved itfelf into a committee and gone 
through the bill, the ſeveral reſolutions were read, 

Sir Peter Burrel made ſome objections to the clauſe for li- 
miting importation to certain ports, and wiſhed to extend it, 

Mr. Ryder replicd, that the pros iſion was made ſor the 
purpoſe of hay ing efficient judges to examine the grain im- 
ported ; and it Was, thought neceſſary, 1 in order to effect pay 
deſirable purpoſe, to prevent importation to any y ports,” that 
had not uſually, in one year, imported an hundre quarters, 
It, then, this regulation were ever broken through by ex- 
ending it, agreeably to the honourable Para onet's with, dther 
gentlemen might be inclined to extend it ſtill farther, - 


After a ſhort converſation, the Houle. s and the t re: | 
port was received. | | 


.. HORSE DUTY... IO Sad) 

AA. Hobart CEO up the bel of, the committee on the 
bill for tmpoling duties on every ho orſe, mare or gelding, colt, 
hileyor mule, . 

Colonel Rolle wiſtied ſor a clauſe to/extmpt brood mares. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he ſuppoſed they were 
too valuable for people 00 odject to the Payment. of a _y of 
two ſhillings. iche! 

Mr. Folliffe Atapproved of the peer AS. [Fg mares, 
Uke cows, are part of the huſbandry of the farm; but, he. 4 
not object to the tax, as it was ſo trifling. - n 1 4197 

Mr. Riſe propoſed a; clauſe for exempring.polt- horſes, as 
h already pay a duty of d. per mile, which was adopted. 

Colonel Rolle propoſed a clauſe for exempting all horſes, not 
employed in draft, as in mountainous countries a ſmall farmer 
is obliged to kętp almoſt as my horſey as a Jarye one for the 
carriage of manure. Silngzsa bas ,! 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer obiefted to it, as — rats 
there would be no end to exemptions, 
4C2 Leer 


7 


564  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lonne, 


Lord Sheffield ſaid, he thought the exemptions had been 
carried too far already, and that he ſhould have liked the tax 
ſtill better, if it had extended ſo far as to diſcourage the uſe 
of horſes and to promote the uſe of oxen, and had been five 
times greater on farms above gol. per annum, At the 
ſame time he would give an annual premium for a limited 
time to farmers under that rent for each ox they employed 
inſtead of n horſe not exceeding fix. It appeared that the 
iſland could not maintain all its animals, he ſuppoſed none 
could be reduced in number with more propriety than horſes ; 
they conſumed a very great proportion of the produce of the 
earth, and a horſe whoſe daily allowance is one peck of oats, 
conſumes as much of that article in one day as a man who eats 
little elſe, conſumes of wheat in fourteen days. At the fame 
time the horſe eats as much hay as an ox, and gradually be- 
comes a uſeleſs animal, which an ox improves, and when he 
has done his labour becomes the food of man ; he looked upon 
horſes in huſbandry as a kind of luxury, fince the whole of 
their agricultural employment he knew by experience, might 
as well be performed by oxen, and he acknowledged no in- 
ſtance in which it was more advantageous to uſe the ox than 
the horſes except in carriers waggons, and on journeys. 

Mr. Poole Carew contended that oxen could not be employ- 
ed in mountainous countries; and as to the conſumption of 
oats, he ſaid, the Houſe might be perfectly eaſy, as the horſes 
propoſed to be exempted eat no oats at all. 

The motion was then put, and negatived. 

'The ſeveral amendments of the committee were read, « 
to, and the bill ordered to be read a third time, and engro 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Friday, Dec. 18, 


Their lordſhips met, and, after the hearing counſel on an 
appeah, Anſtruther _—_ Anftruther, a commiſſion was _ 
ed, empowering the Lord Chancellor, the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, the Duke of Dorſet, and others, as commiſſioners, 
to give the royal aſſent to the bill for the ſafety and preſerva- 
tion of his Majeſty's perſon and government againſt treaſon- 
able and ſeditious practices; the bill for the more effectual 
preverting ſeditious meetings and aſſemblies, the bill for the 
tree paſſage of grain, Wakeman's divorce bill, and nine in- 
CORY — 1 bills. n ip 
d IT bi | A time. , 

The loan bill was read a third time.---adjourn HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, Dec. 18. 


The Speaker, attended by ſeveral members, went to the 
Houſe of Peers, to hear the royal aſſent given to various bills. 

The ſheriffs of London came to the bar and N a 
petition, 

A petition of the lord mayor, alderman, and commons, of 
the city of London, in Common Council aſſembled. 

And the faid petition was read, ſetting forth, that the peti- 
tioners obſerve, with concern, by the report of the corn com- 
mittee of the Houſe, that meaſures are abſolutely neceſſary to 
be taken for the diminution of the uſe of fine wheaten flour 
throughout the kingdom, to prevent a ſcarcity before the next 
harveſt ; and that the petitioners conceive, that the moſt ef- 
fectual mode of obtaining that deſirable end will be by enacting 
a law to probibit the making any finer ſort of bread, through- 
out the kingdom, than what conſiſts only of ſuch a propor- 
tion of fine wheaten flour as the exigency of the preſent ſitua- 
tion of the country requires; and therefore praying the Houſe 
to take ſuch meaſures to accompliſh the wiſh of the petiti- 
ners as to the Houſe ſhall feem moſt proper. 

The Mutiny Bill, the Horſe-Dealers“ Licence Bill, the 
Horſe Duty Bill, the Poor Relief Bill, and the Corn Bounty 
Bill were read a third time. (The port of Boſton was in- 
cluded in the latter, 

A meſſage from the lords informed the Houſe that their 
lordſhips had agreed to a Bill for raiſing eighteen millions by 
way of annuity without any amendment, 

On the third reading of the Bill for granting a duty upon 
horſes uſed for pleaſure. ' 

Mr. Wilberforce propoſed a clauſe the effect of which was 
to exempt thoſe who may hold farms of annual rent of ol. 
w freeholds of 351. &c. which was agreed to, and the Bill 
paſſed, | 


MIXED BREAD. 
On the third reading of the Bill for allowing bakers to 
bake bread of a mixed quality, 
Mr. Ryder propoſed a clauſe to ſecure all the rights and 
1 of the worſhipful company of bakers of the city of 
on. | 


py William Pulteney enquired what the meaning of this 
was 


Mr. Ryder Rated that it had been underſtood that the com- 
mittee of bakers in London had certain privileges, _ if 
| y 
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they made a captious uſe of them, would be oppreſſive to 
many bakers in the metropolis. © The clauſe was, therefore, 
brought, it being underitood that they were to make ng 
ſuch uſe of their privileges ; and, if they did, their privileges 
ſhould be ſuſpended in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion. 
The clauſe being agreed to, the Bill was read a third 
time. Wo ' 

On the queſtion being put © that this Bill do paſs,” 
Mr. Lecbmere ſaid, he thought the Bill would be injurious 
to the poor, becauſe the mixed bread would not be ſufficiently 
nutritive, and they would not be able to purchaſe any other, 
which would be particularly hard upon them, as every other 
article of the neceffaries of life was ſo dear. He was afraid 
that the penalty on the baker for ſelling to the poor the wortt 
bread for the beſt, was not ſufficient to prevent fraud upon 
the poor, whom it was his object to protect, particularly in 
this time of ſcarcity. Rt 
Sir William" Pulteney ſaid, he was willing to allow that 
the honourable member had the beſt motives for what he 
ſaid; but he thought the infinuations concerning mixed bread 
not being nutritive were dangerous, and ſhould not be lightly 
thrown out. He was confident that mixed bread was ſuf- 
ficiently nutritive. In ſeveral parts of the kingdom, bread 
was niade*ofibarley only as was the caſe in the neighbour- 
hood. of Haverfordweſt, and all over Wales among the por; 
and no people in the kingdom were more ſtrong and healthy. 
In other parts, the poor eat oaten bread, where the people 
were 4}ſo!{trong and healthy. He ſhould like to ſee the experi- 
ment tried, whether thoſe who ate barley and oat bread were 
not as ſtrong as thoſe who ate no bread but ſuch as was made 
of the fineſt flour of wheat, Even if the caſe was not pre- 
ciſely as he conceived it to be, the preſent ſituation of the 
country required this regulation; it being much better that 
the people ſhould be ſcantily fed for the whole ſeaſon, than 
that they ſhould be well fed for a ſhort time, and have no 
bread afterwards. 

Colonel Stanley obſerved, that oaten cake was the bread 
chicfly' uſed in Lancaſhire, and it was found ſufficiently nu- 
tr:tive, | 
Mr. I igley ſaid, that the bread was to be marked with the 
proportion of mixtures it contained; and that the preſent 
laws were ſufficient to puniſh ſuch bakers as ſhould tranſ- 

—_ ene | 
5 Mr. Lechmere ſaid a few words in explanation. The Bil 
was then d. Adjour ne.. | 

as then paſſe journed HOUSE 
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SATURDAY, December 19. 


The Bills for granting a bounty on the importation of 
corn; for allowing bakers to make bread of a mixed quality 
for granting relief to poor perſons at their own houſes + for 
granting a duty on horſes, not already chargeable with tax; 
for the repeal of certain duties payable by horſe-dealers, und 
granting other duties in their ſtead ; the Mutiny Bill; a Bill 
for diminiſhing the drawback on ſugar; and the Bill for re- 
culating the waſte on falt carried coaſtways, were brought up 
ſcom the Houſe of Commons, and read a firſt time. | 

The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to the Bill for 
railing 18 millions by annuity. 6 n *IH&R9 MG 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
SATURDAY, December 19. 


SUGAR BILL. | 


The order of the day was moved for the third. reading of 
the Bill for reducing' the drawbacks on ſugar. ; 

Sir William Pulteney ſaid he felt it neceſſary to ſtate ſome 
objections even in this late ſtage of the Bill. When the pre- 
ſent meaſure was firſt propoſed, it was well received and 
ſeemed to be popular, becauſe it had been underftaod that the 
public would fave by a tax on the drawback. But when it 
ſhould be conſidered that it would operate to diminiſh our exs 
ports to foreign countries, the. alteration made by the Bilt 
would be found injurious to the nation at large, and, as a tax, 
would fall ultimately upon the Britifh fugar iſlands. - The 
quantity of ſugar imported into this country, greatly exceeded 
the conſumption. If it were not for ſerving other countries 


there would be no occaſion for this exceſs of importation. 


t had always been the policy of this country to allow expor- 
tation; and the law ought to be ſo contrived as to enable our 
merchants to come into foreign markets upon equal, if not 
better, terms, than thoſe: of other nations. But the preſent 


ill was contrary to all former principles: it went upon the 


ſuppoſition that this country could force foreigners to buy only 
Britiſh ſugar. This was the caſe with ſome trades, in 
which there are no competitors; as, for inſtance, the coal 
trade. But ſugar was the produce of many hot countries.; 
Uureat Britain, therefore, had not the monopoly of it; and 


though 
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though it were to be monopolized for a year or two, it could 
not be relied upon as affording any permanent advantage, 
The idea that the price of ſugar would be lowered was er. 
roneous, if it was ſuppoſed that it would {till go abroad and be 
paid for by foreignets. In that caſe, the right honourad!e 
gentleman would allow, the conſumer at home could reap no 
advantage from the reduction of the drawback. On the con. 
trary, if it did not go abroad, the tax muſt be paid by the Co- 
loniſts. He had calculated the loſs which, in this caſe, they 
would ſuſtain, and it amounted to 48s. on the acre of ſugar, 
Making every allowance, it would be ques to a land tax of 
168. per acre on the whole of their iſlands. From theſe con- 
ſiderations, he was againſt any reduction of the drawbacks on 
ſugar, which, in his opinion, would prove a premium to 
foreign merchants to go into the market at the expence of 
our colonies ; and he was convinced that the meaſure was 
very ill calculated to produce a ſtanding revenue to this coun- 
try, unleſs the miniſter was prepared to ſay, that he could ſe- 
cure a monopoly of the ſugar trade. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he could not agree 
with the honourable gentleman, to the whole extent of his ob- 
jection. It was to be conſidered how far the meaſure was 
ſuitable to the preſent moment. . He granted that it was ex- 
tremely important, and a matter of conſiderable difficulty, to 
reduce the drawback, and at the fame time to ſecure foreign 
markets. The only queſtion was—if, under the preſent cir- 
cumſtances, this could be done? The French colonies, 
which uſed to ſupply the greater part of Europe, were now 
either wholly in our poſſeſſion, or in ſuch a ſituation as to be 
rendered unproductive; and many millions which uſed to 
centre in France; would now centre in this country. The 
meaſure was merely temporary, and ſhould circumſtances, 
which might hereafter ariſe, render it nugatory, it would then 


be neceſſary to recur to the ancient regulation; but in the 


mean time, when the French was driven from the com peti- 
tion, it was proper to avail ourſelves of the opportunity of 
lying a tax upon foreigners. In this point of view, he could 
not help thinking that the propoſed reduction would be at- 
tended with great advantage to the public. 

Sir M. Pulteney and the Chanceller of the Exchequer (aid each 
a few words in explanation, after which the Bill was read a 
third time and ed. | ; 

Ar. Long moved, that the committee appointed to enquire 


into the circumſtances of the late loan, ſhould have power . 
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ie, notwithſtanding of any adjournment, and to report upon 
the evidence to the Houſe, as they ſhould fee fit. 5538 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that no petition for 
private Bills ſhould be received after the 11th of February 
next, Ordered. 1 1 2 

The corn importation bounty and the ſalt duty Bills 
where alſo read a third time, and paſſed. 

At two o'clock the Houſe adjourned till eight, when the 


Speaker attended at the Houſe of Lords, and the royal aſſent 


was given by commiſſion to the loan Bill. 
The Houſe adjourned to Wedneſday next. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Mopar, December 21. 


Read a ſecond time the. Bills for granting a bounty on the 
importation of corn; for allowing bakers to make bread of 
mixed quality; for granting relief to poor perſons at theic 
own houſes ; for granting certain duties on horſes ; for grant- 
ing additional duties on licences to deal in horſes; the Mu- 
tiny Bill; the Bill for diminiſhing the drawback on ſugar z 
and the ſalt new duty Bill. 

The Lord Chancellor informed the Houſe, that he had re- 
ceived a letter from Admiral Cornwallis, acknowledging the 
thanks of that Houſe, &c, The letter was read and laid on 
the table, X 

Heard counſel on an appeal from Scotland. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tuksp Ar, December 22. 


Counſel was further heard on the Scotch appeal, Lord 
Kelly v. Sir J. Anſtruther. 2 

The Tax Bills, and others, brought up from the Houſe of 
Commons, on Saturday, were committed, and ordered to be 
read a third time, Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
VEDENESDAY, December 23. 
Read a third time, and paſſed, the mutiny Bill; the horſs 
Duty Bills; and the various other tax Bills on the table: alſo, 
de corn importation bounty Bill; and the Bill to allow 


babers to make bread of a mixed quality. 
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$90. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {Comnoxs, 


The Earl of Derby preſented two petitions from inhabi- 
tants of the town of Stockport, in the neighbourhood of 
Mancheſter, the prayers of which were read pro forms, and 
the petitions were ordered to lie on the table. 

The Earl ſtated, that the reaſon he deſired only that the 
titles and prayers of theſe petitions ſhould be read was, that 
he had nothing to move on them, except that they be laid 
before the Houſe. They complained of great violence to the 
right of the ſubjeR to petition that Houſe; ſuch as he bad 
ſtated it when he had laſt the honour of addreſſing their lord. 
ſhips on the bills which have lately paſſed into law, Hz 
ſhould bring the ſubject of theſe petitions in a very ſerious way 
before the Houſe after the holidays, and he ſhould then propoſc 
to call evidence to their Jordſhips bar, which would juſtify hin 
in the meaſure he ſhould then offer. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Weaneſday, December 2.3. 


A meſſage from the lords informed the Houſe, that their 
lordſhips had agreed to the mutiny bill; the bill for granting 
relief to poor perſons at their own houſes ; the corn impor» 
tation bounty bill; the bill to allow bakers to make bread of 
a mixed quality; and to various new tax bills, without any 


amendment, 


A petition was preſented from the Bath agricultural ſociety, 
ſtating reaſons why the petitioners were of opinion that a ge- 
neral incloſure of waſte lands would be a prudent meaſure. 

Referred to the committee on waſte lands. 

Mr. Rider brought up a ſupplement to the report on the 
high price of grain. Ordered to be printed, —Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Thurſday, December 24. 


The royal affent was given by commiſſion to the mutiny 
bill, the bill to allow bakers to make bread of a mixed qua- 
lity, and to the different new tax bills.--- Adjourncd to Tuel- 


day, the 2d of February. 
| HOUSE 


Der 24+] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, $71 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thurſday, December 24. 


The SpeaFer having attended in the Houſe of peers to hear 
the commiſſion for the royal aſſent read, informed the Houſe 
of it. 

The Chantelloy the Exchequer moved that the Houſe do, at 
its riſing, adjourn to "Tueſday, the 2d of February. Ordered, 

Mr. Roſe moved for a new writ for the borough of Beau- 
maris, in the room of Sir Watkin William Wynne, bart. who 
has accepted the office of Reward of a manor in Denbigh- 
ſhire. Ordered. 

Sir 7. Sinclair moved that the report of the committee on 
waſte lands be taken into further conſideration on Tue(day, the 
2 of February, Ordered, —Adjourned to Tueſday the 2d of 
February, 


END OF VOL. II. 


APPENDIX, 


2 


r > : 4 : : - = - — — « - * - . — — * * % N — , . 4 — — 
rr P q <=, ASA RO CE; 


+ 
8 


3 


r 


; 17 
0 
MY A 
- {4 
* 
1 
1 
} A 
: * 


— 5 —— — — — ty « | — — — — : — . 71 —_— IS ET ye, . FRA BE 
* _ = = ö * * 8 2 l P — 3 j y . 4 os | 2 — n 
* —_— 1 A * 24 8 * | * 8 . 2 _ : , 2 - » we > 
"_ a — FOE on IS ir . 1 
= ö 


„ 


EE 


- 


* * "> — — N 2G * — - GE — In" Ws 0 * = . — 
* rr 


APPENDIX. 


— ——— b 
. x IB " . yy _ 
x n — 2" "KAT 
N — LEES n Nn L 
r A Ä ee NET OTH: 


——Ü—ä—ᷓ— — —— —  ——— — Cl — —— —ü—ͤ— - — 
- 2 - - p 


„ 


ne . 
— 8 
. 


— 
- 


2 r 
* - II = — = — 2 5 — 
"a, "Kh 1 — bo, — 


2 


9 ns YR 240 2 1 on et ming Er * 


i 21A f omry an Jurpnone $22u2d ry 
-* 13110 pur #2514159 Au 103 *u0ji2q Burney S 4 Aar N a 
s. Ayheſe #1174 Jurenygrg 203 s⁰õ,j,uuu ue qm Aꝗ papeyqaand suohαõꝗ 


+ +1 Grorr | — 


— 


— — | o rr —— = $1e11djox] 4way ay 3o 2301) 2132 (203 
way 4g parjddny auray % uõỹõf pur mr SN OT, I [1497 
— 4 ore — doqañd 22 diug v parog 
| uo n {q pa{oryp sew νοννmw Sorpur yaa 212 ut $2240] 
211 zo ig 21 403 *Arnyjeaaq, aq 30 1p0 4q eprueh 
ut pajeyaand anf 193 „ pur poop eM OT, n, limnigey 
6 Fi Ss — — oog „(10% do. u aun 0 
+ 11 02g —— — aui p IN a 
pur —— ut uo ut .$5940J 211 Jo If} an 
| 103 24019 um dn pre suoytaoaqg 03 fauoyyag H *812]N OT, "16: 
— 8 Þ+g9't a51A23G 2,1 493 A OL welt dwyy 


g 1 +$EL_ eprurg 1 pur add ut sdoo I ay3 30 ajt 2yn acy 
wiy 4q paaaatpp pur pajeyaand 8uoyrtaoarg 403 big uA aapurxafy ol "16 Ce 
*$6L1 


— 


| *SJUELIP N 
2 Jo ia 


: 2Uawenaeq 4 203 papraoad zou pur 2aynur y3oq S641 
+ 2dqQUiIAONE Jo -r Dm os F6Lr que Jo dier mn wo 2540 x s, {yoſrry SH Jo jr ,ña myewAde qo 
di a1qreanouoxy zus am 4q pied pur poaanom Away om 3o sou e Amrumpiornxy Jo LIN OOO u 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &c. 


4 


2 
— ny any — 


— 


1 2 ee. 1] Nes 
ee 


2 
6884 
28˙8 
8111 


289 01 


LLÞ 1 
og LE 
195+ 
$9841 
bog 
S 


019 


988˙89 
681 
vg 
gere 


88 


o 1% 
271. 


Foot fi 
ut Juraq) een uyoſ pur gui; ra aryg pur uepao s MN OL, 


Mn 


ov — — 
VTD— — —ͤ̃ — — 


d . od. 

No ͤ pue jaog 403 d.. 
124ing pur yaogq 403 *,T 01, 
: ang 403 . 
Ntoꝗ pur bog 403 *byq e o 
Moꝗq 10 04. 
Mod pur 322g 403 , 9.L 
od 10% d 91, 
NO, d.. 
J pur 3g 403 „. 
dd 203 *byq fyo.omoy . 
FH 293, .. 

o d. 

J10q 1 0 9.1. 

oC bur „% d. 


o pue dd d. 
440q pur gag 40% .. 
322g 40] une? pur aaady N.. 


No pue 322g Jo $21141urnd) Apun; 103 (wawdleg wg 


oC pur d od . 


16 unn 


'y18 ly 
*y1z 


"y181 12497 
1161 

'*y1 429192402 
*pzz 6 
1262 

us @77 
S 71467 
*ÞT AIGUIRONT 
*yi61 42gma;gog 
pf 2 
per * 

*ÞT aun 

*ya6z Alva 
*yIz 

"181 1249p 


per Gynuv 
r 8641 4 


*$QUEILP AA 
Jo we © 


* — — 


. 


8 


5 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &c. 


De yr Wes © 1-9 Soo © Dodd EDS 


OS Ron KMS ag oOnsN Har 


m—_ wy 


1e 
LLg 

TO8'E 
69$*z 
94 


taht, 


44 
54 


891562 


104 


971 
gere 
698⁰¹ 
zoos 

2 T1 
dero 
699*1 
9$$E 
og 
118˙8 
Sog 
5er 
618 


9481 


nnn 


— * — 
P e 


£q 793 unn M M pur P M 04. 
8d 10% „ 0.1 


A eq 19} c . 

9 1125 dC 493 d. 
— — 50 10] 50 OT, 
W dd 193 *o qd 01. 

—— ano] 40g unurH N OL 


dd 29} d. 
— leoN wou 40g tbyg nog J 04. 
410g 403 *05 pus poomyany 11a] . 

dd 49} TRY 50UL o.. 
v(J 203 u o. 
1911ng 10 o pur umi M ö 
8 d pur d 403 d.. 
J pur Ig aq l 0.L 
g . 

Nod pur oog 493 .J. 
6 og 493 d 0.L 
—— yaoq pue paay 403 „.. 
— % 203 bg eee gs OL 
61 29] 5d. 

oC 19} d.. 

amng 101 d.. 

d pur 6q 2093 od. 
Naoꝗ pur J229 49 od OL 


— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — — 


— —ä—ꝓ 8— u—ꝛæT᷑-¼᷑äw 
— — — 
— — — 


1 r — * . 
PR OE TI . .. ATT 4c. * 


"m5 CE 
*y102 

11 y 
*111 e 
"0:81 17497 
*miL1 quav]y 
*y15 H 
*1:6 aun; 
pr (nne 
S g 
N 
por T 
f ly 
1 gα,i². 
r g/nIng 


"151 2, 
62 

'y1g ef 
rr 

pr EE 
928 I 4296770 
*y171 42gm2;gs 
pe 2 8 
Per C 


__ 


& 


my 


* 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, 


7 


— —— — 42 


r E 


©-0.000 0 woawemoo nd ne 


— 


— py wy 


S „een On = =» = -— NO WW 


8 ( 10 40 OT, 
anoj,x 403 fucg pur uo SN, OT, 
d 1 20} oC oL 
od 19} (Al 2.L 
ſeouneo 103 un pur uiqund sh N .. 
dd .. 
ano 403 *oaruZleg MM AN.. 
IN p 494 .. 
o(T 39} od. 
of 103 *,Q . L. 
ano 403 ri HAN OL 
re d. 
: [2owneg) 4:4 (I. L 
2Jeaq ee uren 
5 d 10 0 ,. 
W o 493 auor] , MIN OL 
o(l 405 50 np 
eq 29} A 2.L 
dd 19} oe. 
(Id. 
d 1 d. 


— — 
— — — 
— — — 


eee 


"$17 724dy 


pt 77447 

pP * AIGHIRIONT 

11 5e 

11s 

Met „un, 

y167 py 

s aun 

- 

por 

Et 7 1 
yiOol Gnſ 

5 aun, 

pr An. 1 


F % 
"119 ,L , 
11 „a 


7 aung, 
r dv;y 
8 1 744" 
hi e 
8641 


——T— r“ ä — g— — — 


*SJYEJIEA\ 
Jo Sane 


. * 
7 


— 


1 * — — FS 
* — 2 \ 4 


2 * 55 


CT RI away A tel LA * * 
R 9 13 yu — 2 A 2 22 
1 * * - dr os. x —_— bo FP „ 


Dr 
© WW 


* 1 6 fogtfar: 
g 6. 71 $1g*6qz | —— — — f 
4 1 4. — $22q 195018 10g og pur 1 5492] 01, pf 114d 
— 9 11 rotz — — od 10 % 0.1, MO % 
= o 21 re — dd 19] *,q1 01, p N 
< o 11 +9f*1 — — of *od . 81/4 
2 o 61 bor — — deve 293 uany LIN 0, per Gnu 
* o £ re — — out 10 143119 20g f8aunſ , ug 
I J0 1491 5 HL 4 
oo L g1 6totr — re avy yung '0 01, pr fo 
5 o 1 Loz — ano pue 420q 30 H 103 e] uyoſ 0,7, pr 11497 - 
2 0 Stk — od J oC 303 foduyryy oαονν,jE,ie of, ng: 6 
2 861¹ 
2 o „ 867 — aura 
2 | Jo wg 107 * fuemdryy pur uhu SN 0L M _— 
— | 176 
Me (0: 3. 405 — — ar dou 203 *$1n0q ν,E4ũ OL *y18 dopy | 
- 11 9 994 — dd 203 og pur doo pαν,u§U“ e OL 
2 o C1 £91: — — dq O pr N 
8 9 8 Sor MO. 140q pod 40g *quws 89Jaryg . ut 3645 
8641 

- 9 91 EL. — aur ay eue L 40% £ by A He uyoſ 07, Wir — f 
8 2 . NIC oCT 203 fuozzagurg *.T, IN o. I. 

10 — lvouneO 403 para s NOL pe 429920 

| 1 —_—_— ee, od 403 , Ge dope 


% 


dotaagg act 203 fag 4q umrp f,CqQ OT 
DIA12Y gf] 493 d iq uwneap ICE OL 
olg dd Iq umnrap d OL 
oog o 10} for] Aq umrip d. 
or 5 gigfggt ?NADS of 4% fog 4q unrip d. 
1 860 "FS 06.269 F 
| 403 h sin Jo jure v Jo 122g ur ng on 
103 ©1uaunuo7 2yz3 uo AWiy mn Jo SALIEUIPAORAIX' pus 
*2142ya9-\{ *SuONtAOLg aBGriog 30 iind pur zuepusiur 


-1adng ? biꝗ ue yooag Aq uarip aSueyxy Jo en 0,1, 
| 


E 8 O91 5s 
8 een 


1 


ä 


o © Oo 
| o OO ooofos —— —— 2214229 6d 
12038003 pouJyuo» 213M yÞTqas d Jo ajeyaing 29 40g 
— proaq y Aeg s, 4yal 
DIN siu 103 ume Joong eus Airgiuuo) *JAf 
0z pauJyuoa d yalym saehõjEA Jo afeyang mn 404 


0 O ooo 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, ac. 


— ä — $611 12quiazdag 
pfz 01 F641 12quanag 30 iz ay uon armpuy pe oq pur eomamy 
ut £4uawrday 2yz3 wor Suoytaoag 103 saFeddorg 30 zunou ayy Pup 


% 
"tr J 
qi aunf, 


1 1147p 


¹ 


*pz q, 


8411/1 Au 
o $232 q 


* $611 


— 


S1ur e 
Se. 


2 


— 
— 5 
—— — 32244 er” Wu 


- 


— my c Ta Ss 

* — OR 4 » — Hon PR —— n= 
PAPA 

2 * . - n 

J ˙ m e ]³d er PL 


DES 


N d my Iz, 
7 


— 
. 8 | 
-7 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &c, 


© © ogg 


o t 6689 
1 1er 


0 oO baz 


o © grofei 
& rio. 


S 8 SLS 


1 


o Oo onz INATAY 510 
48, 4 % 18 ze zurpurmumog αν,õ,jAg 4 ꝗ Aq uarap 4, 01 
— dog *, 103 purſpunq N 12 300 
uf 29puewmoy *foarmrgy Soweſ a1g Aq umrip 4x .. 
9 81 g90'z 95148 N 107 fy, Aq uwrip af 0, 
9 11 oss dofAleg d 103 *yormgunig N 


ze 1tyew4eq Amdedq fuoyuquy uyof 4q uavap ˙ ν 0.1, 


Oo 81 8605 dosen vd 793 ο Aq unvip faq 01, * 


8. 4 245ftr oa u 403 spur I ewryrgq 
d Jo 0% ⁰νjõꝗ]νj(ͤ faromune go [ary ννAMꝗ uaript, . 
— 2214139 d 4193 n Jo a0uunn 


-05) rum *S2aeofeg JO u Sm £q uarap QC] OT, 


019 8141 
8 81 gog*SÞ 


— — goo's. doe aff 0% fog A warp fg oo 
— — 896 — 2914139 d 403 *dajaaſ 
30 40112405) Jueuaznary lrg d 4q umrap „d 01, 


1 oog d 10 d 4 u 5d 0.L 
L 8 9:igy dot ag N 103 spur! 
I pnuſag 2t1 Jo 40uugActy fuognwery HH 4q umeip AN 


— DIMATDG d 103 ACT Aq umeap fact .J. 
— SalAlog CT 10} fo] 4G umvap f,M ©0.L 


bes eſe 

Joe Fiday , 
pr aun. 

ijꝛor u 


pre aunf, 
or du 
pr aun 
mot dn 
per ung 


*(39 T1 4270/70 
"{1G1 42919198 


10 EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, æe. 


8 af = A of — 
24 = — * 2 9 0 . | ay P * be £ > £ 
4 — . 3 P 
c 


+ 71 


gr ir 
o1 889˙8 


91 1164 


z1 $zo*Sgr 


o ter 


6:22 C69 — — o, d 20g 508 
Jo - 1O0U1DALE) JueuaInavy jews uyof 4q uavip fact 01, 


oO 7 812 dolaiog d 10 ,d Aq une <q ox, 
© © or rr — leg od 10 Kaulof 


* Jo 40u4aa05) *fraunaJy IT 112g 4q u ˖⁰˖² f,qQOL 
SPILAIDQ „d 103 Pinne 


-n2N w 4rrywwod f2ddg I M iq umvap „d.. 


9 $1 csi 2514125 d 403 „Aq amrap *q 07, 
© $1 101 IIA 2 103 ejõjõg4᷑ N JO 
1004240) wen] ©114041uagy uyoſ 4q uarap *,q o. 


6:3 9 269*1 dofAieg d 10} fol d 44 uMeap *,q 01, 
6 g E7r4g * — Soor 
- log 21qng 403 e nog PAON ur eme Ando 
0e a pur xe Aq uarip ag urqoxꝗ Jo sing 0.1, 


dog dig eu 


— — 


ef Lis 40910400 *yopwen[ AY ng Aq uarary . 


6.79: .89 2214199 d 403 o 4q uarip 7A 0 L 


rr aun” 
- 
Mor inn 


r oſninp 


per un. 


pr ⁊ un . 
Roꝛ ijning 


pT aun. 
per un, 


"102 nge 
*L6Lx 


— 


*SJUPAIP A\ 
30 8 4 


ä 


r r 


— r 


2 


Pe 2 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &r. 


£1 91 
21 6861 


L $L£0E 


8 101 


61 969f1 


g1 bEE'7 
$1 698 


21 6g9 


11 2$So'L 


— — S$90NATIQ „ 10 "xpvu915 0 
a 10euznarT fawory urfufN Aq umrap *,qQ o 
9 211 er Ching. $3914!29 d % Aq unrip AQ 0.1 
o © dos $934d0G N 40g fu 
4 * a0j,ͥ O hne Au Aq unrap 4,11 0.0, 


9 6 gor tot Atog „ 40; % d untap af 0.1, 
1 gl 96 82914478 ed 40g pril vpnus g 
dq 30 ou panne sowef Aq unrap „d 4. 
$301A13G d 15 155 
-xqueg 40 20036400) N 4 Aq umrap , .J. 


— — — — 


£ lt 989 doo Aldg 103 *oq Iq unzip f,AOL, 
01 1 1107 8231409 N ao hb 9 
4 1172021nal'] fuolag Saureſ Aq untip „ 01 
$2DTAJ2G ,(f{ 40] N 
340 a0οαο e Wueuaznar'T Bang Sowref Aq uα, p f,OQ[ OT, 


9 $1 Ss tool deg od 10 0 &q umrip *,0 0.1 


1 © 7 sojd/ % f10131g ade jo aou 
ao nuefaznary Aponeo ut Aq uur p Y.. 
— NA de fugof 18 30 purhf u 3 40U 
3240) queuomnay 1 Zufuur i punupꝗ (q uarip d .. 


oO © offer. Solang d d 4q vnmrip CT OL 


per un 

. Hd, 
pez aunſ, 
302 g/ning 


pr un 
or jniny 


pt ⁊ aun 
mot any 


*DzZ au, 
Hioz . 


©, = 4 * 
x Reed 


C2 


**. 


12 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, æc. 


*» 
. 


5 g1 26,84 


o O ocoftSze 


S or SSL SS17 


a rwg 


WO © 


Ol 


OI 


SSt DNN UE oa *,q 203 Aq pied do. 
TOLL *Daq E 02 „Oe ua ae; un AUα⁰νι 

211 10 s d AIEUIPAILUEAIX? YL 403 *FeRvLIG PAO ul 

JayewAargq 4ncoq Sunze fowl g NA pied % voy 


— $621 2unſ uz oi „d; dq med d fog, 


£641 yoau]q neon *q(F 403 Aq pred % o.L « 
Þ6L1 o yr? 02 hei wu 403 fa ulauig 123 Ul 
Aulze u 46 823uadx7 STEUIPIORING m J0z Fepruey ur 
a2yumſeq Ama Sure Fu M Aꝗ pred ted o. 
— | lea * 30 $1924enb g %% nun. 
fury au jo soονο dx g AAu,,ÿpio ene 343 30 uaoↄↄ uo 
spule 242 uf Anda ue 2p 4q ue p od.. 


1 6 +g1*$ 2NAAS d 103 . Aq uur p 4A 090, 
1 1 768˙¹ uche 2242 30 0 ay 


203 sοναj,u dx 2u23unnd prod} f fleqEICHE) JO 4001424 
o pioqsueq [249129 1ueuwamnaiy g unrap „d OL 
Soi ανο g F103 forgo T, e fun 
2 zo zwapy? gg Ago age q ur p d 01, 197 ning 
| eng1uy 10 flounog ↄm jo 
3uapya.ig *4ajueſe uyoſ iq uarip fJuryxy go SH IL Pꝰ * 787 
: - al 


——ä— ̃ꝓ————œ— —— 


: Sur A 
J Se 


* _ — _- „* — 


8 


. 


- md * p 

5 "PCS; CIP nt OS, n - ee 
A k wo i vi * * — * — — 8 * * 
rr 1 ²˙ m ns 4 


erer 


— — — satpof 
VM 213 ur sdoo I. on 20% s 203 fajaraq 's1y2my . 'y3Ge 
UPaurdiaNpaJy aq ut ary STY oi 
plgnates $2ITAJIG din fr JO uon Df Ul 
win Aꝗ pazanom $29uadx7 o 403 faart3mnyy pro of, LI 42990 
— S2IpuJ pA 2112 ur sdooon ay240; 
$22MPLq pur $3roOyIe ay jauurlg 10 7E N OL, Mos nf, 
— EON Fo uiol o paiap 
-10 S y9uaayg Jo $23vadxy Junparay, 40% wy 4q = 
pied sung zo 1uawajnquiray ui u 30 [ef] 25 01, *y16 s 
Jung 
ur 03 uopuo wong 224119 ut *JToco*fzi o 26844 
2y2 403 61 drag ag zo poof up meld ©, 
— £641 pur 9841 
12qwazdag na2a0q 52 , nog mag J0AOULaAOE) Je] 
se uno su Jo aoueJeg aun 20g big dung yy OT, 11927 42agwmansyy 
— __4Aanayapito q 10 pu sang | 
Dy3 N $2y2dngq 2m3ungq 103 rremyneigq uridyy GT, "hg 42gmorgng 
— o6L1 19quooacq 4» yiot 
O1 N 39 rom mei uE Jo zurpu u 9 
or * *1q zo aou7Teq ht 203 eff. O *O N01. F qa arpy 
9 - O88 2c%19 aui Zuunp 210dnatyy go uoprary ft) a 
02 patyruainyz $3PpPnyy Aipuny ao; 2wig A pprojoJg o. 951 foe 


— *+641 
+1 114+ — £641 aunſ yiÞz 03 i d Aꝗ pied d .. 


7 
: 
< 
[4 
© 
2 
=! 
- 
: 
> 
2 
< 
2 
= 
cx. 
© 
— 
2 
— 
5 


© © o — — doo $11 Jo sing a 
992 4jpwrq uodn IJ? OJ gung puu jury 3 Lau — 
1 -noſ pur sdrhgeꝗ 2143 30 $29uadxy 21s 10% vg 30 | - 
_ wopguiy 243 uf zeig 30 Ainzainag tb yo , 01, Mor " $4 
, - o Oo of1 — 5 — Ii dex am ut 
2 | bu ut purmuiog su 42pun apu3iig oy o poryru 
10 n; £2016 493 pivd 294g enk on %% Au vows 
= jus eps 237]; 2y3 Jo Soaleuapiday q OT, 161 
Uh + Ln ££6 _ supnuiog adi ui sdoo L qi 40 wiy A | 
© paginy $aJInay 4apuny 40g ig oomyaug uo of, nr Cronunſ} 
ka 85 
o Oo 0851 8 — yTanquw}Hy 
i) 01 uopuo'] mon ang ur coofoSrt'F 30 wing 
85 | | 2y1 403 *prewiagy Guyg 2m 30 ene H umideyd oJ. 
1 o or Los puri dug 03 23r{0g nayz uo ding 
< uud yo $2251Q 39 'O0Y aouayyqng 103 *Aqoy | 
< | jrawpy dor Iq umezp uren Jo lig v Aud og, pie 
2 | © © oo £91405) ul *ezualorg 18 Jo yongnpay 2y3 * 
— Jo souοοο fig GurGuiaq cog doi 50q 1, umideq o., ms! 
© o O oo 2IWO e, Jo Shοα,jH)undog 211 403 qusummog ay %“, 
8 { Away 23 30 1unvooy zo 4axyrwwoy tbjx ue Oo.. 1936 42914979 | 
2 3 
— . e 
| | sure 
© 33 = Can J0 see 


n 


> A. — 0 ug" 2 
= oh. . 22 CIS = 


* . r . 
4 2 _ o — 
ͤ—— ſ — — ——— SL <- » 5 Sgt 
* 4 1 * » p - — 
. . 
_—__ 


TRI 


. FE 
* ++ 2 n N 3 — : 1 - wa E 
2 : 3 , , * * 2 _— : "4 1 aw oh A TR 7 J. n 8 "AS XIE r 4 
. \ - a8 = 2 ; - — * 2 + « = 8 1 "Sn of 4 T — ; 
TW = PAX r PRE . | A mo x 
ay OOO ENT n — 222 9 


uy 
— 


IXTRAORDINARY EXPEN CES OF THE AR Mx, &. 


© oo 
o ooo 
£1 81171 
6 98 
91 SE 
SI 10g%g 


1 G6fz 


o ooh 


doo 


— £641 01 6g mon %pnryy 22qquey5 
pur par qi mw sprung pur 8dooa Tg, zun Fur 
-Yadjur ur souedxꝗ sz 40% lng jraauesy aofery of, 
— uonipedxꝗ beg v 
uo a1 vr i puruuiog pur pexanacy sr nde dmbꝗ ur 
Auna xmjury Ipravad o leg W leu woſegy of, 
Aliesſeiqig ie poalodor $1207 Jo suospfeug 1814 30 
voniodoag $ AN $1g1 103 thyq *Auay writ a1 o 
— ö 10d 
For N 40 uqneg aq Jo avnapaeq 21 10 pate u N 
Zuiargrag Jo £dioH e jo oduzyhqng 40% einn 241 
Jo *c0jpay unnd q uvvap fag e 30 1pfloH qu o.. 
| +641 aaquiaDacq y3Þz 01 aunſ se 
uon ir ſeaqt ) Je zus ungen oz Jo soudxꝗ zus Sun 
uod rn n o fpaogsuiryy Jeaauat) zu vue OT, 
— od unuod 18 Jo purhi du Jo nne qu 407 
*1u2unmoddy ον, uoodeag 11917 Aipury Burpraoad 
Jo 25uadxy 241 403 poomuaansy pur xo *'$1yaJy OL 
_ epeur5 add q 40 wit Aq paddny py 


Jo zunodo y uo avur]rg aq a big tum uyeſ of, 


— ulrcung wog 30 Aeg am u sdoo ur 
30 lopodjuf pur Aunpiumog & Fedinbq ur qu 
J1yzwry ?praoad o *13:qpyNy Y uod zurueinsg o., 
n _ we 5 e 
39 $21r5vaJunuoy oy3 103 fsarpuT & on ur 920 
oy». zo sus Jo 4azyimmoy thx uo A of, 


"15 7p 


*q16r jr4dp 


51 


19 7 
mt 


r (l13n4gnf 


nr gun 


"4 


16 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THEARMY, 


o © ooo 
o 11 Fog 
0 © ogz 
| 
1 6 66+F{£ 
6 $1 456 
41 9 Loft 
o o Crt 


30 purmuumoo q Sump >dnoqgzprn cs 10 pur gu 
ut Joe uu spurued 403 fajuinog op smbaegy 27 o.. 
221A m7 jo 8210u>Funuog ays 203 41u2unuoyd 241 us 

£miy aq yo $Junoady 30 Aryruwo) fuojrgy Y.. 


— 
-o h mund 212 unn uopunfuog ut $2injeaJy 1/95 
-u02 01 *ogumoT ig % puh 2423 on Furpaaoauad ur 
sou xꝗ pur jm 91 v3 n . A anaymuoſy o. 
— Pur uuioↄ si 01 u˖jvn 
o1 wry ajquua 01 {wry s, puog od un 2y1. ur 
A1;exary am Berpurwinod uin gui He 23dwoy o]. 
e144 yu 1y9wynquy yg Kunze Surmany sin 
o poijdde ↄq o *erquieJauag ac ju S441 re OT, 
— $9540, Pie 214 Jo i om 20g pueiſog 
u wy Aq payryaind sſeog 303 -$,Uauruy ay uo 
$3940 F 2y1 03 Airyruwon jueylyy perla uf © T, 
— | eifrig 
ze poaledo geo) 30 suoipleu d 1814 no pourmju] 
pur 214 Jo 23:eyt raxxq 103 thyg ede 0.1, 
1y2unuod 2y3 uo vor leise Argue wg 
o 240) ay} woaz ang un . Jo 3081044 
2y1 403 eng ding 2yz jo eee uteide 01. 


Suu 


8 RRE 


17 


4 
oy 
= 
< 
2 
— 
* 
b. 
Sa 
wo» 
ag 
© 
— 
1 
fy 
»< 
2 
— 
- 
5 
>] 
: 
4 
2 


'S 91 oborrf 


8 89 F6L1 
un day uro spa po ant ur 89500F 271 o Kava 
-woJ) zur s Aeg et £42 avy νοõeeN . 0.1. 
8 94 — — F621 dun 
tr 01 Aenaqoꝗ pi uon due 3p py zu un 
peaauat9 avſruy pu] wt uepurmwan Jo Aug 
dum u33M12q 22a Tay iq] 2 403 SAaurnfrg ge [127 211 OT, 
o ofz — — Jou N 
Jo ona f 21921 Jo lounge & LT aunſ ur 
241 01 ©2u2m01[Y $ Aro Aer 493 ©4U049[iry '£) *5{y 0.1, 
11 6 81771 — 641 45 
-n unf 292 01 5ponag [ry243J Woay νð—]¼o L e $2510, n ee ee 
ju iicho i 2m 1 2 pur *$41221JO eig pur 0 2y3 30 Arq 2y1 404 


0 © 4888 zun ooo uod pur ©yaad 
-I Jo KA Ay aspurhi paea29'7 ay uwikwiy ay 30 
olieufpior- zx PUP ανεοο ,, EuomiAoLg afezoy 

| Jo aoyang pur uepua;uriadng big Sauof A or, 

o © o0ot — $2IPUT YaAA 241 
ur soi ut zapuruwoQJ pur jraanet) er tatrdinbq 
ur y 1-4 $j3jwiy apiaoad 01 g- £4qwoi2qy -A arg 01, 

8 Fy-.” WWE — uur Kev 

118 Jo punumod 211 Sump oguνj,jꝓꝑeu is 3» purpr 
ui ut ajoar 1914 aL a0z *z102nog Ip nb N 1 o.. 


11 Foz 449 ² 9 1g 


ur 43 juanry 


181 


18 0 


916 py 
*F6L1 


r 499920 


. 


13 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &.. 


Y1T oz 03 *557pu) yoagl 2yms ut $5040, zun go $2unoI fy 
3o Aavyimwmoy s . Ku Los 10% tbyq fauof A of, 


8 | 2d 
ze ©$1urymy omg, s Jo 4e Au Sgt. 10% d 01, 
— „don je22vaf aye 0 er od wur 


-1ppe $4zq fg1 avg *uonuony £42024) zuru sine J. 
—— oC] 92 raue zuezuſpy se 
*{Keg jruonippe Ard fgl 203 *q N nent f A 118 OT, 


— „don % q 01 [e42uary 
uosdang se *,q Ae So, 104 big Zuuung uyoſ of, 
— 761 a2quidnaq dz 04 *sjendzorg: leiusur se 
3o aoygzadjux se *,q Ard 59k 4% thyq away J 01, 

+641 13qunaaq lde 01 foFumor g 18 selon 
aorpeZirg u £ Au vir Sol ao farkyy pound . 

| £61 1990PO ui 04 1uauizuoy 
2111 uo $2540,J IMA 01 49yejy 23plig g& Arq sA d gel 
aoz purſteqing y uiezdeg Jo S2anrruapaday 242 OT, 
di ui Jezauat 
a0dοονν,αẽjõj)q $2 Au jeuvormppe sr 19 t 1 40 0 0.1, 
+641 aunſ yiÞFz oz fepeury ut Away a2 30 Arpiur 
og e %q ed 191 d big iw ue of, 


*119T 


ug Conn 
64¹ 5 


318 


*PE laguna 


y197 45970220\f 
SCC 


— _— —— 


Sure 


jo Soi 


a 


« - 


= 


— . — — 
Den 


= - 2 
4 1 2 N — "— 0 
: 2 * »" ** - Fi wo -> 
\ , * — — * 


* 


aw] ay1 01 ond Aeg Ju ory 203 F641 409 
-WaII(q i o foonemony u A duo 403 *819Zury 
uromouy sun om ur vrendey 2127 A 01. 
— +641 19quio53Ct ν¶ů 02 ανZ4 g 30 10d. 
ui $2 „ s4eq got 303 pnrnedzug Sue ng or, 
+641 12quuaaoN ef 01 

*orpux pe qi ut sro qi o eiu g aye] 221 
ed s Aeg Aud S9E 105 faurppery Auννν , N, o.. 
— +641 xaquua>acq yiÞ2 01 pexouacy unylygq 
se Au jeuvorppe se Ps 10 *s{dag seon'] ng og, d . 
. +641 12qua9 * 
Urbz 0 *sarpuy IAA 242 ur 82544 4 213 02 Axegru 
u zurn se Aeg Arg £81 207 *jyowurFr[y o, 161 %% 
— 76 o 1101 o purppuno mary 12 K 
-pwwoy se Aer A 89, 10 big dd T M 01, 
— oFJurworq 18 Jo pur 2y2 Jo n⁰οο 
101zadng ay 30 1uapyarqg se 5641 Auntqag mot 
01 Heeg $,1944enty 2uC) 403 ‚ ον— 'q OO OL ur 

| azoyg onnbjory a1 
uo d 1epuaznuriadng 2477] sr GLI quod d yiz 
o D, s re 2 ge a0 thyq fun ef of, Wer Cn, 

+621 1aquia>acq rz 02 5poruaeg | 

K1punz woaz Nl, 3o ond 2y2 Jo purtmwmo? guz 40 


-un Away 2qr yo sararyrurmol Juryigy 30 ſeq yr 40 | "YISE 
—— +641 ynanyg 


Y 
> 
- 
[1 
< 
94 
— 
4 
— 
O 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
=! 
— 
2 
<L 
2 
A 
cx 
O 
< 
a 
— 
de 
* 


20 EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &c; 


y 


2 


11 E 701 


— — 56 12quiaztdag 
IN 01 *dury-2p-pry 2ug yua frxauaty coſe 


e sr % A ÞÞ aog Au⁰αν⁰jõEEsnhplog jeiauaty coſe 01, 


2 SL 7611 
400 O ur oi ©82zpuT peꝗ aq ut quaauaty jurinſpy 
er Au Arꝗ s4ecq 59k 10% % v [ex2uat) 0M OL 
+6L1 puady y1 01 HiðUνEꝭjZauog eq uo apeBinng jo 20 πN 
sr Ae Ard $6 203 *Aquoinzaqy uyoſ umdey of, 
| | — 864¹ 
pady y12z 01 ©8,2u92urA 18 Jo pury] 2y1 Jo N 
$oezurg $2 Ae Ard Sr 103 tbyq faumoarg N o.. 
$641 pady per oz F041 yoany yi 
moz ur L aq ur $4993unſoA 3o Auedwony 
v jo uirzdeg se Au iy coz eM se wiradeyg of, 
PHI 
srinpuch 2y1 10% zuod y gel oe F641 fudy yi 
di o 2uewomny.sarox o. 403 ‚bꝗq νπν N oo, 
F641 109 
oO pr on aunſ usr wor durg- p- hf O yuan 
AIriouog fe e pur A ur auepueummog 3o A 
214} U2298124q οονju g 241 107 210] eg go [427 21Þ3 OT, 


*p£ aun 4 
*m6z 
mit 


r 


g Gi 
8611 


sue ne AA 
Jo S 


- > — CxS — 


1 ons - * 
44 „ 
— — . — 


2 — 2 — 


2 =» + — — — by "a — — — - - x — 
_ 9 * E s - ky . 
3c —— ͥͥ EEO - 
— a — —— . — * — — K* — — 
nn PIC l +4 — 
q 3 n 
_— 
"2" 


£641 ynIny pr 01 pur he om ur Koga 
og weyyy $2 eq A oz ö *yjormgIr]y TT OL nr 429999 
—— $6L1] 4jnſ mot 03 zulenig 1549 30 
&eq m ur $3540 ueraaaouryy 211 Furaynm 40 Ae, 
- <awmoYJ se *Avq Ard EEE 203 fuung M xſew ox, pr funde 
+621 Ajnſ digt 02 un, 1g 30 | 
— 8 ©2uemorry $4ecx g 1% *uopaot) ung o *q15 % 
_ 611 quod rb 02 4349914unoA p 
aui zo zueznſpy sr *4eq s4{eq $17 10% Oyippry '{ 07, r 
— SGI yoar]y yi1 013 f4uaumuo 
dz uo Autry aq Jo $214rutpioritxy pur fsalrga29 ty 
pue su ee Jo aoyanqg pur nuepual 
zufiodug & 4 Ae 281 203 54 "own *f OT, 
— L1 


pady mo, oz "kr Lz1 20g nuunuog q uo Away 
wnug 212 01 eee weyyy Jo deg 210 20g 
— 8641 auoſ uz on eius) aueanſpy se Arg 
jeuoruppe sr 7g1 10 'f N moor M 1g on], 
— — 7641 13 02 *ern'T 28 30 
a0u¹,EꝝLeg $2 fa2uemony SA g 46 0% uopIo g arg o 
+641 a2quia»acq y1Fz 01 8 ˖ 
on voaBing er Arg Led 66 203 big ii on, 
aemeaqrsey go Hug a Juinp Ajarnonced 
*5201A49G Fu srq dog *$641 qed daz 02 foouemo] 
IV Sars i zjrxf 403 faccomy lugo zuv user VT, 


4 
- 
5 
i 
E 
© 
5 
2 
5 
>4 
5 
5 


— 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &e. 


9 21 ght 


8 71 £1662 


| 


O 
Oo 


0 


O 0 30 


9 1 


o 11 F<{Zog 


ooo — — dog aff 403 fad OL 
ooo — — doo g 10% og OL 
ooo — — $641 Pim, va>yznog am 


ur paduroua $3940 213 o Meng pur poo gy r 

*peazg Zur{ddny 203 pio pur cwepyy * * 01, 
$1URWCwedug gui 243 Sud; 

103 13244uod oi uo aJuejrg r 403 juno uo „d.. 


— £6L1 


O8 — 


122A ou podurdus $2240g 2111 01 eg pur pos afro] pe Bur 
Add; 40% annoy eq 30 dure o 203 po puer Swepy su N 0.1, 


2 8 


8 9 


or 8 


— 


0) +641 aoqua>92(qq y1Sz wonz foraog aff 403 dd .. 
97.946 _ +6L1 quod yiÞz 03 Anf ptz woap 


©tnoJy Jo urg 241 go puemmog 21 1opun Aviiy 2y1 
oz way 4 panaiop ganddug 104 512mg *$13jo Jy . 
dwe 
Aae we $doort], a 20y waa 4 painanap 
891019 Jo a2uzJTrg oy} 40 gunondy uo pol pur surpy h o.. 


297˙⁵1 


eg 
uri (nf, 


*nzF1 Gy 


Urte cn 4 


8611 


N 97 M9GWHMIRONT 


7611 


% g/nIng 


* 


ng: .- 


nr nn 
8644 


—— 


s rn AA 


3 OE EIT IA 


Wy 2  —_— ” 


——— —— „ „ tu YES 


_ of — % o 
um . a on ls ts, 5 ——-— 
p : - l — * — 
. — ar . — JAS — 


— 
a 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &. 


— WC mw 


7 
* - * * 


o © ©ogtzr 


o © ocoif 


* — rr 


— — — 
„ „„ͤ«„ ee. i 
— pd — 
- m > 

— A 2 
429 . — "> S 


= = 


Þr t 


8 965 
n 


51 160g'z 


8 8 Sor 


981 885 


ooo 
O00. 
OOO 


0 0 3 


— 
— — — " N 


09 00030 


0090 
9 
2 
8 
in 


” 
— SHES - 
- wAl 


_ 


. * * <> - ITS — — 
IS SF as 4 1 „ — —— — * 
2 > 4 | v Fe - + — cows : 

8 2 : ET d >, 2,» — * „„ 7 — — 52 33 
— > —_ 2 4 of - * 4 
YI; 7 4 n * IG = n 

2 . - l ä 4 4 ä *% * & a 


vow” 


1 


DOE peg PI! g d Se 
04 p>4apao *8d105 Ad, gray 10g $244074 anr foe 
4.3 *4qrary sqioueꝗ 39 84105 Aapuny zo $aucjer) a3 00 
£4107 2atzzodjet araya 01 SUONezuaWBny 211 
0% o 403 ey Jo $440 4apuny 39 $4050) n 0.L 
| pleig 241 2Ft3 01 p24ap4o 
$112u17aY ssd) ram 40% fauogy 28010 pur 2328 
-Zuq 103 $200 Jo $nawmiJoy Aapuny go $3u0]9g mn OT, 
51 
a1 >Fr1 01 Ppa2pao dion, 2A1192 03a af 103 * 5 * 
?8v3Jecq 403 ent yo sd Apun; yo $Pu9oy 2nv 0. 
„d uo Zuiazay f1amnday Daa d ays 403 , 
WF [euonppe 40g do Ap, yo u,) ad . 
| 18301405 2y4 us un, 200g zo urowms 
-2Y pb 213. a03 £234077 eg sue , go [arg mn o. 


—— — — — 


— — — — 


oa A , , A. 
2I14.13S od 193 .. 
£641 ujenng uno ur padurroue $2940] q 03 e 

pur poor proxg Fulddny coy 524g *AA OL 


2141g 54% „ OL 
Ag od d.. 
291498 of 293 'byg yg ul o.. 
£641 P 
uud oz ur poduroua s j 2y3 Oz nrg 
pur *pooay *o8viog prong Di aog fanuv'] . 


— - — 


ee — —— 


*P7T 


S 429049) 
5641 


ig 429977() 
*Þ1 2%. 


0 %%. 
P T 429970 


*y1 mn, ,h 
e n 


*U iGT dp 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &c, 
O0 0 


24 


J0 rox pt 213 Fmaq ppig aq Fuge uo nr 
-In ue 40% nt Jo sdaog 4apuny zo slouolog sum OT, 
od v0 p2aapao *$1uamifoy mn eu a0) 
sahhα ed 1Juuonrppe 00 d Aipuny go su) qu, 
3214139 uginονι uo po 
opio dio 2a13adjol ννẽijũi jo SLUIWHIPIAC 403 jg 
zug 403 Ara) zo dio Aapuny 3o spuoPpy 241 0,1, 
pA 243 27e1 03 N 
zus go 34133adjar aray1 aog Aauo]y 2Jrzog pur afe3 
Irg 40z 00% zo $1Uaw1rday Aapuny zo seuj,JLz 2y1 0.1, 
Spaer'£&) uood ei Jo JuaWTBay dis U 
20 soo zg Jeuornppe iq puelgꝗ 1ri2uadt coſe ol, 
— 5 dor Ag uo poap⁴ο 
*.112unJay aangodjas tay 103 enen 327 urlyq pur 
zyg 203 ©2004 Jo $1uawiday Atpuny go $jauo[07) at o.. 
zuuu off 403 S2jach e 121012PPP 203 % d. 
waun 
-U0Y 212 vo Suse une PIr3 2y1 403 $2340FF 
ig 1203 300 zo quawnday uss 2y4 zo leuolog an 0.1, 
| pig Im 
235e1 01 Padapao *snuaunday Pry ay 40] d 203 f5u00e 
rd go $3uawiday pez pur mol ay jo suo n o. 


*QUOT ο (7 


*Q1TI 43 r 


10 d 


* 
* 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &c. 


O 0 


S 1nþ'L 
81 £9 
o Ser 
9 rot 
S 159˙ 


81 96 


o obg 


O01 
68 


2 
& 


® ggo'l 


dorAlog ug 
-0,1-u0 p213p10 sιαον n N 24119adpal xroys 40 9704 
pue ogedeg 103 *$112unZay Au pu jo shαõνο ꝙο 213 0,1, 
TE Pie Jt et 01 Painpic 
ruin y91quacq 24y2 10% Lau 2J2eco0g pur 2Je32vg 
Jo 22uemom ſy atm 21014won oz uowpplyy pauopy 04. 
+6L1 125 x aq ut 
dur ↄp pry ↄuo unn ſengusg of v $2 jẽꝭi˙ 
2Jriog Ae 007 403 fpuomwnacg praauat) ͤ fe 0.1, 
£641 uFredury 
oui ut aJetog uarap Jutary 10u 112y1 30 UOneapyuos 
ur fu 22g tuo ut s yes pur Jeaduaf) 2y1 o.. 
oog ugiozog uo 2 
&1yaunJ2y 2a1gadpol mays 40% Cõjj ]· denoꝗ pur drs 
-Irg 10 4004 Jo $1uaundoy 4tpuny 30 $Jauoſo? 241 0. 
— voi zrax 
2y1 ur o pf an1 Jurqez vo eus iar 
Meg $2 aJerzog 103 A ο ien, aq leu aoſeyy 0,1, 


oog ut 
uo patapio fuaungday 2angadjar aq 205 80H 
zug 20z $300q Jo $1uawiFay Aipuny zo $1au0]oy 2y1 0.1, 
wow 32y od 207 L [PYONTPPP 407 %.. 
2u2unuo5 aqa uo Jurainz *uooZea(g jo 2uaunFay 128 


2y1 403 S ne 403 sener [raanuansfy zuuu 
— Juaudwueau'g 41273 


"q£1 4*£ 


pe aunſ, 


"pg 7x 


in Sr Conagry 
x 5641 


© 
E 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &c, 


Shih duurg Burpraond 103 by a 200, uyoſ of, 


aS g/nInp, 


> $ : go$*$ zusunuog gu 
uo AN 211 203 ways Aq popraond suo8 ge ay 103 NOL 62 
9 $ Sol*gr $2940] 243 Jo 2351 211 203 Suippayg fendjoH x03 *,q 0.1, 
5 £ $2z6%401 — iI 241 %; s21eya22 gt dur 10 d, g 
x o Leere — dofalog Y 103 fag L SI 1749 
E 11 889˙89 — $3310] 
2y2 zo oi 2m 10% o Juppag pe1xdjoxy *s2raeya2 
N dug Surpiaoid 203 nen g pre 11 50 01, n {innurf, 
i1 4 SHA — | 
0 © O01 — Judy sd 203 OH odr geg 103 %% 01, qs ging 
oO © oi oJunuo(q eig uti g 403 *$Y003raq 21317 30 | 
zudundoq v 10 $2J40Fg WA 103 *Ajrwaryy ap puojog o.. 
o o Fir“ — _$uawidy eq 10; sh deseg 40 *,q 0.0 
o 3 9e — ple 2y2 oe 02 
P249p10 *81uautBay aangadpaa m 203 Au, - 2dr. 
pur aJeZZeq 0% S¹⁰˙ u eᷓ N 4apuny yo $jpuooy7 qu. 
oO & olz — Juaunigay dd 10% $2340x] eg 2093 d . 
o S 10.1 — . | —— — oduſu 
dg ur g 10% 300% 30 3uawnBay v 103 K uh˖E,i. 
23e10g pur agedarg 10% 412qureeruopy uotrg of, 62 (nf 
o Oo off*z — — szugun de dd 10) s, qt 403 aq .. 
| *£6Lx 
sur n 
£40 Bp 2 3 — ci 5 


I 
$ 
> 
77 
2 
t 
— 
. 
[ze 
O 
2 
— 
2 
U 
— 
* 
4 
OM 
c 
- 
— 
iz 
© 
N. 
ec 
— 
4 
= 


O 


T 


1714481 


00009009009 


000009009 


+ <-— <4 --<— A. 


__ * — — — — - — A 
, £ - — 
_— dl. dn. Do r he wo eg raft 
—— — — 2 $ - - *an —— . ” wW — oo. 
ND RES YET * * R * 
Err 1 


a= * 
ww bs 3 5 A a * — 
f ; * þ 8 
- poo - ” 4 b 
Ae 4 pf 2 W 
4 co 


dog o 30} d OL 
dong d 403 fart ©.L, 
231499 of] 40} od LL 
dolaleg od 10] fol] 0.1, 
aINTAJIS od , „ 
— sſendjoH 10) sꝛuοꝗ¹ẽ,ſru quid 
waJunue) 30 zuncdo w uo *arewayuT fes 30 
le uν⏑a 10gadju] 2y3 01 au⁰⏑R H pu suf { 01 


— — . 0 

zuaY pen gui o uoneuawiJne ur 203 off — 

2Jpi1que 8 [aud ei eh e S2Ahezuapaiday ay1 01, 
—_— . oo, PIs 21 

on votewwamdny ur 103 „d 403 Louped 30 ue ay 01, 
=”. Re 

uoreuwIny 213 203 „d 403 fwrydog I mezxdry on, 
| oC] P40Y23IS n 2 

uonezneudn y ur 103 A 403 Jp!iqiy 3o jarg 242 01, 
— „d J2ya919'T] 

213 o uv01721uaw3ny ur 103 „C 403 furypog buν 0,1, 
— dender yanog 

oi 03 uoneuuamany ur 10% gf 403 A, e OT, 


\ — eninJ] lv y3:quacg 242 03 voneuamany 


du 403 $1uawazzunonny Joz fuopPppdi]N [2v0j0y OL, 


$2940. J 243 JO a 211 403 


162 

*y15 1 1149p 
*y1£ 

19 472? 
*p111 D 


*01g nur 
'y1 4nf, . 
11 

1⁰¹ 


Q 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &c. 


e 
* 


HI Ek 


z 91 988 764 D⁰,˖ſ i 02 2641 An yr wox *4uyag quιν 
ut uohneg uf soo 243 01 patyminz 5g freut 
-3eQ 403 822uadx'y YA e bi un pu N M ſnfnp 
8 £ 171 soſqtous I durqiepreig ain Jo uon YI 
212 u Aurzn e jo 22uanbajuoy ut #84293uno A da 
AV Jo 4jaeq v 30 yoarJy 2y2 10% uopio O y pag] Of, "3ST g 
9 6 (6587 F6L1 deo 2y1 203 *.cq uisa24u0g 213 40 | 
, IN 212 40J *5Y seu QF 10 'byq ©5dppaD uuoſ OT, Pl . 
© © oo +621 ut *urrnag uno ur $Uu0yeoD (Gy $T2ATP 
uo uny Aq papuadxo yonw of 204 *uvpaos) V po M CD. 
o 61 FS | —— *229 pur 
0g ut £deory, 2y3 on 2199dg Sunyiuuny 40 6L1 
seum o uro seen 3UO 40z purmroog 
Jo Furg jv4{oy ou Aq uarap ο u ex go ny e Aud o.. 
© © ocofzs 
o O ,000%01 — —— 2214129 aq 10% o IPL 4299270 
o oOo ooofs —— _ ola d 403 fol 0.1, MI % dd 
o O ooodg — — 2214439 od % d OL uns %⁰u 
o © ooo“ — — — dor Alg Ya σ 01, = hnf, 
o O Ooo'g —— — nul, 0 3 
85 
dszur e 
if Jo 82wect 


> þ , * \ — 0 = 
— 1 * 10 | EET OE Fn CSS e 2 2 == — 


5 


Pa ce. 


N34 


ME ——— — — ä =» 32 : . 


0 2 8 — » " 
es HEE ͤ ³— Sara, Wa > _— — — — 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &, ® 


0009 
0000 


O 


0 


2 — — 4 — — 


1873 


ooo 
ooo 
o6Þ*96 
e£þ 1 


T18*g0z 


N — — eg 
8 5. wb * = — 


— — — cx - 
» Wa on I - 9 = —— 


* 0m 


— — — $31q19Ua,1 pusfzang 
pur hue dq 403 gc 203 fanozneg ſraoueg l0frN of, 
dd pe aq 4 a Fanogreg lesung coſegy o.. 


d 43001 2y3 04 , 403 αͥ˖1ꝑu zo smbargy mn o 


— 


200 
Jo aui. y306 ay 0% „d % *uryr9 n 
so qνι,ỹ ‚GurN 2y1 0% d 403 ffoqꝛ v Jo n, m On, 
100 1356 q 40 d 403 fuoyowpy [ra2uaty) bf o.. 
— 100, 30 Lurduiog 
zuspusdopuj ary 8794 i , 103 my wy mridey on, 
ed qm i ,q 4103 paogsanag [240107 Jueuaznary 0,1, 
> 100% Jo z2uaundoy ung 211 
20 Syrjdeuy 40% forznyIr.y HPuojog zunue mor 0.1, 


+6L1 , 
-W222CT VIE 03 An us wy payddny „ 103 fat J. 
FI 4jnf S ay o 4ienueſ pt 
2y1 woaz *Away 213 30 o om 403 pan{ddny to οονẽ 
-1paJ 10% 4qeruaty Atedayzody by iure 9 .. 


doo, 243 30 331 qu 203 $1211djoxg Furpraoad pur Junge gpaemoq, 
oJurwog 26 zo puh 2y3 ursdooa,q, ay1 203 soren apraoad or, 
sq ui Gier qu 403 aJedog Jo ajryaing 211 40 
Xajaaſ pup Kajuong furenag wong ui SYIPLIES UT 
( 403 D *aaaqg pur sro Frmuarn fnnumyg ur pog apravad of, 
— — ure3iig e215) m Aauegug pur Aaqrary yg $4IPLaRg 30 
Sui spiro eius oper Horace g fAoourrT ac] O IN on pPaourapy 


| 9 fr 24 
o 81 g 
06 S9 
o 9 S899 
n 
o 81 84 
o 91 18 
9 g1 fer 
1 95 
o 61 Frs 
| z 6 gti 


*97 4aqmano 


Arb. 
D 7242207 


Ubi , 
5 7611 * 


*y1S n 


461 q242pg 


go 4 


1 
1 
FT, 91 118˙¹ 
25 o Ol 191 
= 
5 g 4 165 
— 

O 
2 or 1 6Fz 
13 

| o 
a o: Li 2g 
2 
* 

- 
2 
A 
8 6 1 tgg*'7 
— 
2 
2 
2 


+641 ata x os ut unn 
"JIN X2J®IPPYN Yb 21 Surdweup ao *,Q 203 , I pur N S o. 
yanoumog 30 pooyinogqqs: au ay3 
ur $1uwmdueI0d 241 403 punoacy JO n 2y1 104 *aaJdnyg ſesusg aſe o.. 
v4 aunſ y1Þe 02 $y1v0]4 x19 203 Soanzrpuadxy su Jo zunodoy ſelousg9 
on 43 39 Raeg WeqIityY 12 nnepuewuwoy fajaukije M1 ens ON, 
| eig uur 
popur aj Juraq *wey3y';) 04 140g youurouncg Mo $11N492Y ,ʒb 01 pon 
„Le Sig sq 4q pourryny ay $jo'T 244 403 aanrg 'A Fur of SN 0.1, 
— — Au vv ay3 3o i 241 403 4u2werjaeq 
Jo $Hy [ea O39 Bunumag pur ded 203 uren pur iA 5190] OT, 
— — £621 arax 213 103 $300g 30 u 
don pes am 10 sn ρνο⁰, due 203 *auoyuryd|7 peaouat) nueuernay) 0.1, 


„ lr 6for — $6L1 Uον y3F7 01 
761 12quaaq y15z wor ed Jurpfsoad 103 *,q 0.1, 


oO © FÞo'z F6L1 1994w399 
uit 02 qumdeg jo yiÞÞ aq mon oY 5s me 
18 * nd vo spieng pur 200F 241 Jo $S122NYO 
dun 403 aq » Zuipraoad ag *byy vonory *wWat .. 

9 g1 fz oC 1911 ay3 a0z ©, 20g Fpqdwry jexauacy iN o.. 

0 g 892 200 J0 · 80 N 1.46 ayy 20g ,q 203 urig su ns 0,1, 


p Cronuy {” 


5641 
0 1 A49quiarnreq 


*161 429192207 


*y16z 429990 
g nn 
7641 


* ning 
8641 


r (ppg 


qu Cπα 


4 aunſ, 
*CGL1 


Sue N 
30 So 


Q 7 
r x a —__ 


. ne Re re 


— — . . 


— 8 — 3 2 a 
: 2 — — 4 4 
92898 . =. ic 4 — 4 


DS o 21 8er — $621 um $109wdwrong aq Surmp poungut cou,¶,3ig 
20 *$u0322q Aipum; oz 4% pred wry 4g 2q 01 *puowypry zo n f o. 42 
oO © 001 — zuouuog N 


2q1 uo g2Leyrumoyn zuepy Junge o. oi Amen 213 Jo s paO 211 
Jo 4ap1Q 4q pavurape Aauojy zo nuawajanqutay ur b paogu]y way 0,7, 9 
SLT zwwnjpr]y 01 A Apery wo 
*12M0.L, 213 v $3910 qm 10% patytuany $21ey299)g 10% & pauopod) of, "ir Cn 
— —— — — 899104 
2y1 go n 212 10 pom *6L1 quad qe oi *Koarg ↄq ut n¹õjñ 
$, loyTu1Jy 243 Jo quo s, re zu ao ou wry PURRAIY 15 OT, 
— ; R F6L1 
a0 . ονο einige pue 12q0yO PE 213 uss $124273Pe Buyniaape 103 
6 ννꝭẽ]‚ ao10q pur 4 pur nH aug, ,, Jo nf 143g e. od. 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, xc. 
O 


8. 869 PID +641 sri 01 4aurwnppr]y Wop *3uam 
q woB3unnco ory d fyraywy po] 03 {xe3aL2Eg D oN o. 162 
o $. gr +641 a2quioaq νẽj,E o punſ qe woay e,, weanſpy 
Jo 22YOo om Jo s ͤ , wwaJunnuo) 2y1 103 N NY fan2Imeg wa aig oF, 1g 
o 757 v6L1 qu , yiÞz o £61 yaqumanaq q wor Feraunst) 
aN vn Aided er d f 03 uoprzriogy Luo zur⁰νe . 
o + fer . - 90 01 50 
: wor Jeaauac) 12ye my 121end er „ 103 *aom1ony ſerovar) zurusme OT, 
: © F gL —_— v zaqwo5a(q unh 03 aunſ mne mon 4ezauat) 2wueznlpy 
| &zndaq ee *%22uadxq 1uaJunuo 14 cog yay wy [2ucoy Jueuanar'T OT, 4 
© © oss 0 


en jo $219uaJunucy ain 203 encgy 3o eg 211 Jo purutmog 212 1 
1>pun $22404 2y3 03 unc zo 4iryiwwog tbr proguzog yeyof OL ]ᷓ⁰ᷓ⁰ H 


2 


174% 02 


K — 


en 
— 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCES OF THE ARMY, &c, 
«+ 
— 


£641 ANN NA oO) 
1641 que d ms mog ano v 3o 1027 aog Aajuaanty) 30 ou o 


zJueuaznarT e fumoig laue Jueuaznary Jo Saantetuapatday sq 0. 
1641 arax 2y1 ur 529 no 
undd FILE no 193aawmog seng pur smoo q Spaenty 100. 23 30 
D *snedayy ur auop A 203 *spaent) qi 30 204aaang thyq ay I 01, 
£641 pudy y3$ pue HAernurſ pz q uss 
ned Suynaaape 103 FAA15y pur an ay 1, ,, Jo 1½%%jH,ũ uu IL 0,1, 
— | 8 
213 q IJIN 211 403 *$42M7acq pur $1202Y1e Puuefꝗ 403 *£30Y 1IPuexaly .. 
. . Away q 3o ag ya 204 f2uau 
-eraeq go SHY [£42457 30 2g Funund og furyeng pur 2147 s N OT, 
+6L1 ur $1uamdweou'q 241 103 Spunoaty ano Juryew pur 
Fuſlaainy Zunodas faog Supfoo mt 4Jernuat) aye dun 241 01 $1UuP 
umu 213 zo $25uadx'7] 3uaJurnnseo) 2y1 103 4uOJriion [242uat) JUEUAaING'T OT, 
— | 6 agax ay ut unn 
212914) ut Juraray lragueg aoſely v 8 *$2202dx7 vn 203 a N .. 
764 42quanagqg 
mz o £641 Aurnurſ usr won fragt j: M 2ys u Jurpurwimno) [ei 
-2uac) 8 und Aq poiaduf $22uadxy nu>gurzued 4 *xOUud'T H pi o 


irg 243 jo zudiun v SE uon STY uo 


$22uadxy pur $292 211 30 wwamapmnqunay ut e eee 'Y 31S 0.L 


st 


f 


*Y19 42470 


18 5 
*C6Lr 


—— 


*SJULLIP AA 
10 $313 


. CE i. 


2 5 wo — 2 — 
n 


. 
4 —— ——— Ag . — —— 3 
— 2 a N 


. * % — — = 
= I A Sc 
, . — 


= = — — 1 * 
* — Y. 
ä 2 
f > Ao ee EIT % = 
— C © a” *- 


— — 
. — — — n 6 IP * 


— —— — ar 


F 8 eo ig: oe Td I 9 0 & Sor os — + po ITS. —-— * 
n 5 n — — I 
— : 


— 


— 


- 


- —— ——— 5 — 8 
ä — —„— Ee oc 


37 


< 
ka 
— 
— 
. 
O 
N 
(al 
Q 
7. 
4 
. 
> 
— 
* 
< 
2 
A 
S 
< 
8 
* 
7 


£1 LSofzS6t 


„* 


© 0009 


3 kpyqng urmnzꝗ 40 1 m0995Y nem 30 
dourſeg „ bur O20} furmaeyy '832JF o PRAt9os ye 


: paydde ↄq 4ew yaruya sparaon, 


— uon $14 25pun 231945 fendjoxrx 11304 
We 2u0p NM zo zunoosy uo Sparnt) qm 30 aokaaung thy ay *.L 0&1 


vienag wog wm 221419 uo anya Jezog pre nay ain, 203 *8129O 

leu 42110 pur zJajury go $20uadxy 2x2 40g fpuowyay Jo n 21 01, 
8641 aunſ qr oz +621 19quaoacg Sz mjõm 4ex42uas) weznſpy 

Jo 22WMO qi zo $25uadxy zus dufiuod ay 403 , N n22meg u 41G ONT, 
— — x spir auf 30 $aruedwoy wwapuad 

-apux 01 ponddny $1u2mannonoy 49 xurgyxoorg pur parutayg 812] 0. 
JUIWUIIJAUE) JO Aeg 212 oi pondde vaaq ary yorym wry £q 

pajeyaand son uiewad jo. 2uaw4eg lrg ann; Ur eg p weg o. 
Kwaiy qi ut $422YFO aun ie yo Suormruwon 30 IT Kendo 

e *$641 12wwnjpiJy 02 *ava gx 2uQ 4v3 uo Furkned 203 big o.. 
$109miJay yornjung MN 

IH go IJ qu aox eff omg, pur cwmna(q AEN 10 uso 142qQOY OT, 
JUDI WUIRAOH) Jo 29IAd2g 21423 oi pandde uaaq ary yorym wan 

&q pajeyoand epi urn zo wuowmAdrg wr g ur ene p 21WoYy .. 


Mor q2avry 


*1219'] %%, 
Je Aue 
Jo 2 

Art 

us gaby 
% (nf, 
*y10£ 
*yiL12unſ 
62 


11191 


2 
5 
2 
< 

8 
8 
> 
25 
2 
> 
< 
= 
5 
e. 
2 
> 
bs 


24 


. or: 61 060ghg'e | 


WVHOCNIM M 


* 


+ P 990· Sof 


ont fgh'z 


*$641 <12quaaogy wot 


8641 pur $641 se 1 
ut 2214a12g Awny aq 403 pajuezs sumg 2yz uo 22 
— 6L1 
12q0YO 1ya6z 30 zue s. {yaſey 81144 03 10enjand 
purumog $14 22pun Away m 40 n qi 403 482240 
s Ayaſejy jrruadw] $114 Jo quo ut aapurwwoJ 
*4rzaa1 aunog jesus) wor $2nloyny A fuau j 
muog aq uo Away 2y3 Jo ſenaueg Airyiuwoyn 251 
*u0jz3eM N 4A poourape sung Apun] 30 2uawArd-ay 
ut % pur *pjpyuag ploy N Jo Paarnoas Ur 
— rene jo ue 243 45 puruuio q 4apun 
$2240] 213 03 4ayewAeq 4indaq se zunodov gry 30 
aoueleg ei Jmaq tba rg 4aveyy 30 pete ue 


— ae. EE 


rr ̃ ˙ 0⅞.9᷑5f hens ere 


8 — "> 


r 


2 — ů — — 4 — 
— — — On — a” 
— on x 
-_ — - 


' 


35 ) 


( 


pu . 
*$6L1 i]π]qaoN of Goya as 


Ly6ls | mv 
zg$f — — 
yr 228˙5 
699˙5 r HC 
£oÞ*g6 6 
Þ16f£1 g10'z 
11A 

"IV.LOL pur que 


Sg 


*$22Iy() 
pauoyrum 
-1W09-y0\[ 


099fl . — eng 
— — | — dog 1uapuadopuy 
911 — &rquogu) * 

the | = mw OR 
Spies — — &nuzuT 

476 — Aar 

— | cx — — — — 
S οο 
Ppouoq tuo) 


| 


= 


2 


— 


Cf 22quuaacgyy ut 2414392 219M 4am se : enn pur do zuspuadopuſ Aνj,EA] 
pur AA ear 21qua,g aureus pur Aajeary arjnZoy Jo Sunyyuon  SADYOU CLIN VIS. yo fry $14.30 NUN.LAY 


. 
*$6LI qπ¹ οd get f2uoe 1A, 


1 


128 6:8%9 LLS 
420 81118 6b 
ogg 9 Sof 418²r 
8612 — nt * — 
c or role: 
88 18 o88'9 Ae 
7go*16 $LE*gL 77106 
28451 1E 6K 1881 
| mu 
4 pauoiyru 
JV LOL pve Juey | T_T 


| 


Sor 


oFz 


Aer Kruewoax, 


Anuwu 


\ 


£x1ueuT 
&yrary 
aufruf! 
earo 


— po 


uo ¹ö 


E 


8641 vnn Y1 Aeg 21am n er £ Anurmur pue ieee Huruos x pue uno Tent dio zuspusdopu! Tell 
- =U25u7 pur Adſeary 21qBuog *Aguezu] pur Agar zxjndoy 30 Juryyuo? *SYJYOA UNY'T SALSAELY WH 39 Nun AN 


= i 2 1 - © 0 


r 


a I% * «. n r 2 > 26 
a one EEE r 
2 * 3 * 
w_ 


EM ons »- 
Lars, bo Lone rays cad Fagy — — 


: dao 12507 25yzumpoy 


$d105 1uapuadapux | 


1 gag 


c — andy 


—— at. a Se —— : _ 


22 e 
— 5 tr <-> A323 „ 


—— — ———— 


hd SLE ILLSE ) 


(0-1 


An ACCOUNT of the Pay, Cloathing, and Allowances, 
received by the Volunteer. Local Corps, and Corps of 
Yeomanry z with the Conditions on which they receive 
then. 


VOLUNTEER COMPANIES. 


THE officers of Volunteer Companies are allowed pay, at the 
ſame rate as the officers of his Majeſty's Regular Forces, accord- 
ing to their reſpective ranks, for the days of exerciſe only; ex- 
cept that conſtant pay is allowed to one officer of each company, 
if taken from the half pay, not exceeding the pay of a captain. 

The non commiſſioned officers and private men are allowed two 
ſhillings per week each, provided they exerciſe two days in each 
week, or a number of hours in different days equivalent there 
fix hours are reckoned equal to a day's —_ 30% FM 

One lerjeant in each company rec-ives conſtant full pay, with 
the ſame allowances as are made to the ſerjeants of marching 
regiments. 

The companies on the coaſt are allowed firelocks for one third 
of their numbers ; the reſt of the men are trained to the great 
guns: the companies in the interior towns are ſupplied altogether 
with firelocks, as have alſo been ſome of the companies on the 
coaſt, where there were not the means of exerciſing them at the 
great guns. . 

The allowances for cloathing (to conſiſt of a coat, waiſtcoat, 
breeches, round hat, and cockade) are, | 


For a Serjeant — — 4633 9g 
Drummer — — 37 8 
Corporal —— — 7-40-43 
Private Man — — 193 


Accoutrements, conſiſting of a belt, a pouch, and a ling, are 
alſo allowed for each man who is furniſhed with a firelock : theſe 
articles are either ſupplied from the Ordnance, or an equivalent 
thereto is given in money by that department, at the option of 
the commandants. | 


CORPS OF YEOMANRY CAVALRY 


Conſtant pay is allowed to one ſerjeant only per troop; with 
the ſame allowances for himſelf and his horſe, as to the ſerjeants 
of the regular cavalry. 

Twelve carbines are allowed to each troop—each man is al- 
lowed a piſtol, a broad ſword, a ſword belt, a cartridge box * — 

P 


* 

Rrap, a waiſt belt and holſters: theſe articles are either furniſhed 
by the Ordnance, or an equivalent thereto is given in money, 

Conſtanr pay 1s allowed to officers and men, while employed on 
aRual ſervice, by order of thoſe who are impowered to call them 
out; and ſuch contingent charges as ſhall appear to, have been 
properly and unavoidably incurred are to be re- imburſed, after 
undergoing the uſual inveſtigation at the War Office. 

It 1s neceſſary to add, that in many inſtances the corps have 
mo availing themſelves of the different allowances above 


War Office, zoth November 1795. | 
h W. WINDHAM. 


* Att. 


— — 
—_——” 


RETURN of the GENERAL and STAFF OFFICERS 
who have been employed and paid under the Earl of 
MOTRA; divided into Three Periods: With an Account 
of the Pay and Allowance of thoſe Officers, 


FIRST PERIOD; 


From the Embarkation of the Troops at Portſmouth in November 
1793, to the Termination of the ſubſequent Winter Quarter. 


THE Britiſh Regiments under the command of Lord Moira 
on his outſet, were eleven; wiz. zd, 19th, 27th, 28th, 40th, 


42d, 54th, 57th, 59th, 63d, and 78th, 


The GENERAL OFFICERS employed were 


Major General Croſbie. 

Brigadier General Lord Cathcart. 
Brigadier General Graham. 
Brigadier General Hunter, 


Brigadier General Doyle, Quarter. Maſter General. 


It will hence appear that there was not any ſuperfluous General 
Officer during the above period. On the contrary, according to 
the uſual courſe of ſervice, there would have been another le- 
quired. Major General Croſbie could not have commanded a 
brigade in the field, being deſtined to perform the functions of 2 
Lieutenant General, though without addition of rank or pay. 


He was appointed in publick orders to take the immediate _ 
| - 


( 9 ) 


mand of the Britiſh wing of the army, in the fame manner as 
General De Borck commanded the Germans, or left wing of the 
army. 

The other ſtaff officers employed, were three Aid de Camps to 
the Commander in Chief, being one leſs than allowed to his rank. 
A vacancy was left for the purpoſe of appointing a Heſſian officer 
as ſoon as the Army ſhould land in France. 


One Aid de Camp to Major General Croſbie. 
Four Majors of Brigade. 


One Deputy Quarter Maſter General. 
Three Aſſiſtants. 


Adjutant General. | 
Deputy Adjutant General. 
One Aſſiſtant. 


One Secretary to the Commander in Chief. 
One Chaplain to Head Quarters. 


One Deputy Judge Advocate. 
One Provoſt Marſhal. 


One Director of the Hoſpitals, 


One Purveyor. 
One Aſſiſtant Purveyor. 


Two Phyſicians. 
Three Apothecaries. 
Four Surgeons. 


The Mates paid at the Pay Office, The number varied from 
ume to time, being frequently detached on duty to other diſtricts ; 
and ſent on ſeparate expeditions. 
Four French Officers attached to the family of the Commander 
in Chick. The functions of theſe Officers were not to commence 
till the Army ſhould land in France. 

The Commiſſariat, and the Department of the Commiſſary of 
Accompts, were paid by the Treaſury ; the Deputy Paymaſter 
General by the Pay Office. 


SECOND PERIOD; 


From the Encampment of the Troops at Nettley to the Winter 
Quarters of 1794. 


THE number of Regiments under the Command of Lord 
otra was as follows; wiz. 
igth, 27th, 28th, 40th, 42d, 54th, 57th, 59th, 87th, 8gth, Foot; 


and detachments from the following Regiments of Cayzlry ; 
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»th Dragoon Guards, 5th Dragoons, gth Dragoons, 14: 
Dragoons, 17th Dragoons, and 18th Dragoons. 

o addition of General Officers was made upon the encamp. 

ment: but upon the order for Lord Moira to embark with ki; 


Infantry for Oſtend, he applied to Miniſtry to add Brigadier 


General Gordon to his Staff, for the purpoſe of taking the com. 
mand of Netddey. The 79th, goth, and g8th Regiments had 
been added to Lord Moira's Army, and were on their way to the 
camp. It had, beſides, been announced to Lord Moira that the 
camp at Nettley was to be made the rendezvous of other Regi- 
ments deſtined to embark at Southampton for the Weſt Indies, or 
Mediterranean; and ſeveral Regiments under thoſe circumttances 
did arrive there. 

No addition of Staff Officers during this period, except one 
Major of Brigade attached to Brigadier General Gordon, and one 
for the cavalry. 

The 23d and 24th Regiments of Dragoons joined the camp at 
Nettley before September. 


* 


THIRD PERIOD ; 


From the aſſembling of the Troops at Southampton, in July 
1795, to the Termination of Lord Moira's Command. 


IHE Regiments actually aſſembled under Lord Moira's com- 
mand were, the 2d, zd, 12th, 14th, 19th, 27th, 28h, 433d, 42d, 
57:h, 63d, 78th, 8oth, goth, 1o1ſt, 103d, 109th, 124th Foot; 
with the 4th Dragoon Guards, the 12th Dragoons, and two 
ſquadrons of the 25th Dragoons. Several Regiments of Infantry 
and a large Body of Cavalry, were alſo announced to Lord 
Moira, as under orders to join him immediately ; and the Infantry 
arrived before he quitted the command, though not before he was 
apprized that his ies was not to continue. 


The GENERAL OFFICERS employed during this Period, were 


Major General Croſbie, 

Major General Graham. 

Major General St. Leger, for the Cavalry. 
Mzjor General Campbell. 

Hoo. Major General Needham. 


Major General Doyle, Quarter Maſter General. 


The number of General Officers was in this period obviouſly 


inadequate for forcign ſervice : but it was not carried beyond Lis 
above 


(.41 ) 
zhove amount; becauſe the early failure of Monſieur De Puiſaye 
threw an uncertainty on the expedition; and it was deemed im- 
proper to add any unnecetſary expence by the appointment of 
Officers, until it ſhould be aicertained whether the e enterprize 
were really to take place. 

A brevet promotion having given the rank of Maj jor General 
to thoſe-who had before been only brigadiers, th Nes. each 
entitled to au Aid de 208 The liſt of Staff Otter therefur 
ſtood thus: | | 


Four Aid de Camps to the Commander i in —_— 
One Sccretary to Ditto. 
Oue Chaplain to Head Quarters. 


— 


Six Aid de Camps attached to the Major Generals. 8 


Seven Majors of Brigade to the Forces. 


One Deputy Quarter Maſter General. 
Four Aſſiſtants. 


One, Adjutant General. 774 

One Deputy Adjutant General. | $a on 
One Aſſiſtant. | 

One Muſter Maſter General. 

One Deputy Muſter Maſter General. 


One Deputy Judge Advocate, r . 
One Provoſt Martial. ; "rs. 
One Baggage Maſter. ; i 


One 3 the Hoſpitals. 
One Purveyor. 
One Depaty Purveyor. 
Four Phyſicians. 
Four Apothecaries, 
Five Surgeons, 


The Mates paid at the Pay Office.—The number vacled from 
time to _ being frequently detached on duty to other diſtricts, 
and ſent on ſeparate expeditions, 

Four Frack 


in Chief. 


Vol. II. [4 . 


Officers, attached to the family of the Commander | 
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RETURN of the Rates of Daily Pay, and of the 
Allowances to the General and Staff Officers; : 
paid by Lord Moira, to the Army under his Com- 
mand, from the 20th November 1793 to the 31ſt of 


Auguft 1795. 


* 
1 
7 
+a? 
1354 = 
Te w 
on 
* 5 
1 1 
. 
n 
s 
wo . 
0 1 
p 
* i 
72 
= 
1 4 


The Earl of Moira, as Commander in Chief of av} L. . 4 
Army deſtined for a ſeparate expedition 


N. B. This pay was received from the 2oth No-| 
vember 1793 to the 21ſt June 1794, On being 
ordered to Flanders, Lord Moira reduced his own 

pay to J. 3 per day; viz. the pay of a Lieutenant 
General, in which capacity he acted under his} 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of York; although his- 
commiſſion of Commander in Chief for a ſeparate 
expedition remained in full force, On Lord 
Moira's return from Flanders, he deelined 2 
ceiving any pay or emolument till his 75 | 
ſhould be reaſſembled : which event took place 
on the 1ſt of July 1795» and he then received 
full pay to the 31ſt of Auguſt 179 . | 


Each Major General - m 0; 
Each Brigadier - - Aan 
Each Aid de Camp of the Commander in Chief, 

of a Major General .. ig 
Secretary to the Commander in Chief 
Chaplain to Head Quarters — - 
Each Major of Brigade - R 


Quarter Maſter General - 2:4 Garodhe 
Deputy Quarter Maſter General N 
Each - - - — 
Adjutant General 8 1 5 
Deputy Adjutant General - 

A nt — | - - - 


Muſter Maſter General 8 5 

Deputy Muſter Maſter General - - 

_—_ udge Advocate - - 
Provo art ial 2 by - 


Baggage Mater — 


' T 8 6 
2 * L . LE * 
" = f * 


WE” 


' 
' 
— 
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„ TO. 

Director of the Hoſpitals — - _| 4 0 - © 

Parveyor - - 8 Le 

1 Deputy Put veyor - - -] 010 © 
| Each Phyſician "I 2 = WOK 1 0 6 
, Each Apothecary - . - -{| 010 0 
p Each Surgeon - W Wks -| 010 © 


The Mates are paid by the Pay Office. 


The ſeveral rates of pay, above ſlated, are 
thoſe which have always heretofore been 
aſſigned to the reſpective ſtations.  * 


—_ _— 


® f x | - 
ALLOWANCE TO FRENCH STAT FTF 
OFFICERS. 


Prince Joſeph of Monaco, and 
Compte de Belzance, as Aid de Camps to the Com- . 
mander in Chief, each per day STAN INN 16-0) 6 


| 


Chevalier St. Vincent, French Secretary - 0 10 o 
Quarter Maſter General for the French, Vicomte| 
Conway - - - - © 10 0 


The allowance of theſe Officers has been de- 
clared by Lord Moira to ſtand on the foot - 
ing of an incidenta] expence, to be paſſed 
or not in his\accompts, as government 
ſhould decide- whether the expenditure 
were conſonant to motives of publick 
utility, or otherwiſe. 


EXTRA PAY per Day to certain OFFICERS; | 


Conformable to the Allowances made in the Army of His 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of York. | 


— ———. th, * 


8 7 ö 4: 4. 4. 
Quater Maſter General > $ 1 
Deputy Quarter Maſter General © = #4, 
Lach Aſſi tant . - 


' 
0 
— 
0 
© 


* 
wn 
© 


8 2 | Adjutant 


Adjytant General > Z 45 Q 7 
Deputy Adjutant Gencral - - 0 10 0 
Aſſiſtant „ 213 0 
To the Deputy Adjutant General, in lieu of Contin- 

gent Charges, per Aunumq̃ = 150 © 0 
Secretary to the Commander in Chief - o 10 0 


The reaſon of this additional pay to the above Officers, wa; 

undoubtedly the obvious inadequacy of the former pay to the in- 
ortance, the labour, and the expence of their fituations. The 

functions of the Deputy Adjutant General being principally on 
detachment from the Body of the Army, it appears expedient to 
allow him a certain annual ſum, inſtead of permitting a contingent 
bill, on the items cf which the Commander in Chief could not 
form any accurate judgment. | 4 

Forage money was allowed to the General and Staff Officers, 
according to the ſettled cuſtom of the ſervice, without avgmenta- 
tion in any inſtance. 6 | 

Lodging money was allowed to the General and Staff Officers 
when the Troops wintered in temporary barracks, formed by 
Lord Moira out of barns and ſtables; and when no quarters were 
allotted to thoſe Officers. The amount varied: becauſe, it was 
always according to the actual expence- of the Officer, declared 
upon honour, unleſs where the expence appeared to the Com- 
mander in Chief beyond what was commenſurate to the rank and 
real neceſſity of the Officer; in which caſe only a part of the 
charge was admitted, | 

No lodging money was allowed to any part of the Staff but the 
Medical, when the Troops encamped, except under one particular 
circumſtance. When Lord Moira marched from Oſtend to join 
the Duke of York's Army, the camp equi page of his whole Staff 
was left aboard the tranſports: and thoſe veſſels having been 
ordered up the Scheldt by his Royal Highneſe, the Officers who 
returned to England with Lord Moira could not for a long time 
recover their baggage. Such of them as in this ſituation were 
directed to attend the Camp at Nettley, were allowed lodging 
money tu] their baggage was brought back, as thoſe gentlemen 
could not equitably be required to farniſn themielves with new 
cam equipage at their own expence; and if government bad 
furniſhed it {conſidering the old as Joſt): the charge would have 
been infinitely beyond that to which the lodging money could 
at ount. | 

The gentlemen of the Hoſpital being obliged conſtantly to 
reſide at Southampton, where no Q. ters were aſſigned to them, 


lodging money was ncceſſarily allowed to them at all times. any 


(- 48 3 


it muſt here be obſerved, that the Hoſpital paid by Lord Moira 
was not an eſtabliſhment confined to the uſe of the Regiments 
which he commanded, but was the receptacle for the ſick of every 
corps that embarked from Portſmouth or Southampton ; for the 
French ſeamen of the ſhips from 'Toulon, and for the Sailors of 
all the tranſports in een. ſervice. _ 

The allowances of forage were inferior to what has been uſual. 
The printed regulations for the Camps in England allotted to the 
Commander in Chief 100 rations. Lord Moira publiſhed an 
order, requiring officers to draw rations only for the horſes they 
had actually on the ſpot ; the number of which was not in his 
own caſe to exceed thirty, and was in the caſe of other Officers to 
be in a ſimilar proportion lower than what was fixed in the 
printed regulation. = 4 

Compenſation was made to Officers for loſs of baggage or loſs 
cf horſes upon ſervice, according to eftabliſhed cuitom—the al- 
lowance for horſes not exceeding a ſettled amount. 

Theſe claims were always ſubmitted to à board of General 
Officers, for their opinion as to the juſtice of the application, and 
the extent of reimburſement that ſhould be MER | 

The Heſſian Staff Office:s were paid by their own Sovereign. 
His Majeſty was pleaſed to order a gratuity of £.1,500 to the 
Oficers of thoſe troops, on their being ſent back to Flanders, in 
conſideration of the expences to which they had been ſubjected 
in the removal of baggage, &c, Bat and forage money was not 
allowed to them. 

There were not any French or other Foreign Officers on the 
Staff of the Army, except thoſe mentioned = Bs in the family 
of he Commander in Chief, | 


November 29th, 1795- MOIRA. 


War-Office, zoth November 1795. 
W. WINDHAM, 


General 
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INFANTRY. 


RETURN of EMIGRANT CORPS on the 1ft Aug. 17 


— 


* | | 5 
1 8 | | 2 
S e.s ela of 
— 28121315 2 
NAMES OF | is nisse 
RECIMENꝭTS. 2 IESE SEI E 
© 3.2 2 31215 Se 8.2 2 E | General 
S. LEE (ol [2/&\SISTS] = I Tan 
© | 2 <4 md [7 93 © | [=4 A | Local. 
La Chatre 1— 1 7 128 1| x| 2136] 490 200 5709 
Salm - — 1} 1} 3 16 5 11 21-1126] 4341 [7 444 
Beon - — 1] 1] 2 | 4| $ 1| 1] 1/18] 160 206 
Damas — — 1 — 2 | 4] 198 
Perigord - — 16234 — — 1 3] 149 / 171 
Rohan - — | 1 4 \i| 7] 1] 1 —36 368 [171 442 
York Rangers 1610108 9] $1 7] 1] x| 2/22] 565 [13] 6r7 
York Fulitcers — 11 — 2/42 735 15 $17 
Lewenſtein - 1 1 — 51 9] 3] 24 967 [15] 1,029 
La Tour - — —|— — — — E N = 313 
Roll - 1 1] 1 18 [36138] 1] 1290/7, 350 180 1,558 
Dillon 1 Hine 81 1] 1] 1/24] 670 [11 75 
Proglio 1 1 1] 18 360380 1 11 292 270 [ 473 
Autichp - | | x] 36380 1] 1] 1} 2/89] 100 | 6} 295 
Viomenil 11 1 18 [36138] 1 161 294 280 7 8. 
Bethiſy - 1; 1] 1] 18 [36133] 2} of 1 2/76) 120 | of 305 ea 
M-ntmoreney x] 1] 1] 18 [36/38] 1 1] 3 284 200 | of 393 
Caftries - 1 1] 1] 18 [36138] 1| 1] 1 2900 550 1 755 
Hector - 11 1] 1] 17 360380 1| 1| x} 2/89] 521 [16] 725 
Morte narr = I] 1] 1] 28 36038 1 41 2 90 240 | 9 $39 
Dreſnay + x] 1] 1 18 36/380 1] 1] x] 2/50] 561 {18 729 
D*Hervilly - x! 3] 1] 1$ 436138 1618 20.860 1,210 [17] 14413 
Leon - —— 5 45 1 1 1 116] 298 | 4 337 
Du Trefor + j—<—| 1] 2 | 5 4} 1| | 1] he 200 | 2} 228 
D'Allonville —— 115! 41 4 1} 1] 1| zj16] 360 4] 569 
Williamion ——| 11 4| 5/4] 1] 1] 1] 1116] 280 | 4 413 
Dutch Artillery — 1 21 —— 4 96 — 12 
M ontalambret 4 1/—] 6 \20j19 1 N 1116200 275 | 5 364. 


— 14,832 


War Office, zoth November 1795. 
| I Windhan. 
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* Pentris, 20 die Nov. 1795. 


81 Ordered, 


I 


- 
« THAT there be laid before this Houſe, a Return of 


“ all General and Staff Officers who have been employed 


— 


Er — + wits 
ef rs = Sa Wer. 22 „ * * w 


« in the Service of his Majeſty, and in His Pay, under 
« the Count D' Artois, Prince of Conde, or any other 


« French General; with an Account of their ſeveral 


r Sen 
— ——ä— ä — —— — — 


& Allowances. 
(Signed) « J. HATSELL 


«« Cl. Dom. Com,” 


NO. Perſons being known under this Deſcription, no Return 
can be made of them, 
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RETURN of Lieut, Col. ROTALIER's Corps of 
FRENCH EMIGRANT ARTILLERY in the 
Service of Great Britain; agreeable to the Muſter 
Rolls of November 1794. 


Y 


— 2 


One Lieut. Colonel. 

Two Majors. 

One Captain Commiſſary of Horſe, 
One Lieut. Commiſſary of Horſe. 
One Adjutant. 

One Quarter Maſter. 

One Surge'n, 

— Zurgeon's Mate, not appointed. 
One Chaplain. 

One Commillary of Stores, 

One Clerk of Stores. 

Five Conductors of Stores. 

One Serjeant Major. 

One Quarter Maſter Serjeant. 
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Four Captains. 

Four Captain Lie utenants. 

Eight Firſt Lieutenants. 

Eight Second Licutenants. 
Twelve Serjeants. 

Sixteen Corporals, 

— BomHardiers, not appointed. 
Eighty nine Gunners. 

Four Drummess. 


= 

+ 3» 
N 
. 
* 

8 

. 
1 


1 
* 


Four Quarter Maſter Commiſſaries of Horſe. | 
Four Serjeant Conductors of Horſe. 

Six Corporal Conductors of Huiſe. 
veventy=thrce Drivers. 

Farriers, 

Smiths, 

Wheelers, 
Collar Makers, { vot appointed. 


— Carpenters, 


3 _ 
— >» - 1 
—— — 
5 * — 
- Pu * 


CHARLES NEVILLE, 
Capt, Roy. Artillery, 
and 
Paymaſt. F. Em. Art. 
Right Hon, and Hen. 
The Board of Ordnance, &c. &c. &c. 


STATE 


'$; 248 


STATE of Lieut. Colonel ROTALIER's Corps of 
FRENCH EMIGRANT ARTILLERY in 


Service of Great Britain; agreeable to the Returns of 


the 1ſt Auguſt 1795. 


One Lieut. Colonel, 

Two Majors. 

One Captain Commiſſary of Horſe. 
One Lieutenant Commiſſary of Horſe, 
One Adjutaat. 2 
One Quarter Maſter. N 
One Surgeon, 

One Surgeon's Mate. 

One Chaplain. | 

One Commiſſary of Stores. 

One Clerk of Stores. 

Five Conductors of Stores. 

One Serjeant Major. 

One Quarter Maſter Serjeant. 


Three Captains. 

Four Captain Lieutenants. 

Seven Firſt Lientenants, 

Seven Second Lieutenants. 

Nine Serjeants. 

Eight Corporals. 

Eight Bumbardiers, 

One Hundred Seventy-eight Gunners, 
Two Drummers, 


Four Quarter Maſter Commiſſaries of Horſe. 


' Three Serjeant Conductors of Horſe, 


Seven Corporal Conductors of Horſe. 
geventy-three Drivers, 

Two Smiths. 

Two Carpenters, 


CHARLES NEVILLE, 


Capt. R. Artillery, 
and f 
Paym. F. E. Artillery. 


Right Hon, and Hon. 


The Board of Ordnance, &c. &c. &c. 
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RETURN 


(59-3 


RETURN of the Corps of FRENCH EMIGRANT 
ENGINEERS in the Service of Great Britain ; 
agreeable to the Muſter Roll of April 1795, the Date 
of their Formation, 


— 


One Lieut. Colonel. 
Ode Major. 

Five Captains. 

Six Captain Lieutenants, 
Six Lieutenants. 


CHARLES NEVILLE, 


Captain R. Artillery, 
and 
Paym. F. Em. Eng. 


RETURN of the Corps of FRENCH EMIGRANT 
ENGINEERS in the Service of Great Britain; 
agreeable to the Returns of Auguſt 1795. 


Three Captains. 
Six Captain Lieutenants, 
Four Lieutenants. 
CHARLES NEVILLE, 
Capt. R. Artillery, 
and 
Paym. F. Em. Eng. 


Right Hon. and Hon. 
The Board of Ordnance. 
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FIRST REPORT 
: FROM THE | 


SELECT COMMITTEE, &c. 


The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to take into 
Conſideration the preſent high price of CORN, and to 
collect Evidence relative thereto, and to report the ſame, 
from Time to Time, as it ſhall appear to them, to the 

| Houſe, with their obſervations thereupon z = 


ROCEEDED, in the firſt inſtance, to conſider ſuch informa- 
tion as had been already collected concerniag the ſame, 
They examiaed, for this purpoſe, the minutes of the evidence 
taken before the lords of his Maj fty's Privy Council, upon this 
ſubject. They received from Sir John Sinclair, one of the men- 
bers of the Committee, the ſubſtance of ſuch accounts of the ſtate 
of the late crop of grain, as the correſpondence of the Board of 
Agriculture had enabled them, at the preſent period, to collett, 
They had further the opportunity of receiving from many of 
their members a ſtatement of facts within their own knowledge, 
or communicated by reſpectable authorities from their difleren 
Counties. , ' 
They have received alſo, from his Majeſty's principal Secretary 


of State, for the home department, ſuch returns as had been hi- 


therto made to the circular letter written by him, by his Majelty's 


command, to the cuffodes retulorum and ſheriffs depute in Eng- 


land and Scotland, deſi ing them to obtain meetings of the ma- 
giſtrates for the Fark of procuring an account of the ſtate 
of the late crop: but theſe returns are not as yet ſufficiently ov- 
merous or complete to lead to any preciſe concluſion. 

On the whole, however, the general information derived from 
the ſources above-mentioned ſatisfied your Committee, that the 
crop of other ſorts of grain than wheat has been upon the whole 
abundant ; but that the produce of wheat has proved fo far de- 
ficient, as to require the adoption of the ſpeedieſt and moſt ef- 
ſectual meaſures for the remedy or alleviation of ſo great an evil. 
They were therefore of opinion, that they ſhould beſt perform 
their duty by direQing their immediate attention to the conſi- 
derarion of ſuch meaſures; and have, on that account, deferred 


for the preſeut purſuing a detailed enquiry into the exact * 
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of ſuch deficiency ; but they propoſe to report the ſame more 
articularly to the Houſe, when they ſhall have received ſuch 
Wader information as may enable them to collect more fully the 
eneral opinion, upon a point which they are ſenſible it is im- 
poſſible at any time to aſcertain with any great degree of ac- 
curacy. a 

The firſt and moſt obvious mode of ſupplying this deficiency 
is, the importation of grain from foreign parts - and for the pur- 

ſe of forming an onion as to what may be the proſpect of 
r from thence, and the maſt exp: dient means to be adopted 
for procuring it, your Committe proceeded to examine ſuch per- 
ſons, from whoſe 323 and experience in the trade of corn 
they could expect the beſt information. It appeared from their 
concurrent teſtimony, that, though the crop of wheat in the 
United States of America, and in the countries bordering upon 
the Mediterranean, was repreſented as abundant ; and in the nor- 
thern and eaſtern parts of Europe, as not materially deficient ; 
yet, as the old ſtock was much exhauſted, and the demand great, 
the price, according to the laſt advices, was every where uncom- 
monly high, But, though there was upon this point ſome dif- 
ference of opinion, it appeared upon the whole, very doubtful 
whether a ſupply to any conſiderable extent could be — 
upon from foreign parts, whatever meaſures might be adopted, 
| Your Committee next proceeded to enquire what meaſures, iu 
the judgment of thefe perſons, afforded the beſt probability of ob- 
taining ſuch a ſupply. They thought it right to bring diſtinQly 
under their conſideration the alternative of leaving the whole care 
of ſuch purchaſes to the executive government, who would (it 
was conceived) be in ſuch caſe the only puichalers, and be pu 
licly known to be ſo; or of leaving the ſame to the ſpeculation 
of individual merchants, encouraged by a liberal bounty on im- 
portation, and by a public declaration on the part of government 
(as ſoon as ſach declaration ſhall be practicable) of the quantity 
which they may then bave at their diſpoſal in conſequence. of 
former orders, and of their intention to give no further orders 
for the purchaſe of corn, and to ſell what may have been pro- 
cured in limited quantities, and at the market price. It appear- 
ed to your Committee to be the preponderant opinion amongſt 
thoſe perſons to whom this alternative was tated, that, upon 
the whole, the reſtoration f the trade in corn to its natural chan- 
nel, with the additional encouragement of a bounty, was the 
molt e'igibl- mode of endeavovring to 1 0 from foreign parts. 
ſuch ſapplies as thoſe markets might e found able to furniſh, 
Your Committee were turther confirmed in this opinion by the 
information they received from ſome of their members, that there 
were merchants who had ſtated to them their readineſs, under 
thoſe circumſtances, to engage in Lr to a large extent. 
Alter a full conſideration and diſcuſſion of this important point, 
Veur Committee were of opinion,“ That it was expedient — 
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the executive government to deſiſt from making any further pur. 
chaſes of corn; and that a bounty ſhall be granted upon the in. 
portation of certain ſorts of grain into this country, for the en- 
couragement of private ſpeculation. | 

Your Committee next proceeded to the conſideration of the 
amount and diſtribution of ſuch bounty. They had been in. 
formed, that, from the abundince of the crop of , wheat in the 
countries bordering upen the Mediterrancan, there. might be 2 
conſiderable diſpoſeable ſurplus in thoſe markets; but that, from 
the high price of freight and inſurance from thoſe ports, and from 
the difficulty of procuring ſhipping to go. thither in ballaſt, a 
larger bounty would be required to encourage private ſpecula. 
tion in that quarter than in any other; they were therefore af 
opinion, that a bounty of twenty ſlillin7s per quarter, and a pro. 
portional buunty per barrel, ſhould be given on any number of 
quarters of wheat, weighing not lels thag 440!b. avoirdupois, or 
on any number of barrels fu? weighing not leſs than 196lb, 
avoirdupois, which ſhall be imported into Great Britain from 
any port of Europe ſouth of Cape Finifterre, or from any pon 
in the Mediterranean, or in Africa, before the 3 iſt day of Auguſt 
1796 until the quantity of ſuch wheat and flour, taken together, 
ſhall equal 300,000 quarters, A 

They were further ſatisfied, unon the beſt information they 
could collect, that, from the other parts of Europe, and from 
America, a bounty of fifteen ſhillings per quarter upon a certain 
quaniity of wheat, and of ten ſhillings per quarter upon all ex- 
ceeding it, would be ſufficient to give a fair chance of procuring 
for the Britiſh markets a large proportioh of whatever ſupply 
thoſe countries might be expected to furniſh beyond their own 
conſumption : and they were therefore of opinion, that a bounty 
of fifteen ſhillings per quarter, and a proportional bounty fe 
barrel, ſnould be given on any number of quarters of wheat, 
weighing not leſs than 440!b. avoirdupois, 'or on any number 
of barrels of fl ur, weighing not leſs than 196ʃb. avoirdupo!s, 
which ſhall be imported from all other parts of Europe, before 
the ziſt day of Auguſt 1796; until the quantity of ſuch wheat 
and flour, taken together, ſhall equal 500, ooo quarters. Your 
Commitice were alſo of opinion, that a bounty of fitteen 
ſhillings per quarter, and a proportional bounty per barre), 
ſhou'd be given on any number of quarters of wheat, weighs 
not leſs than 44olb. avoirdupois, or on any number of barre!s 
of flour, 8 not leſs than 196lb. of avoirdupois, whici 
ſhall be imported from any of his Majeſty's colonies in America, 


or from the United States, before the 31it of Auguſt 1796 un. 


til the quantity of ſuch wheat and flour, taken together, fa“ 
equal 500,000 quarters. Your Committee were alſo of opiniod, 
that a bounty of ten ſhillings per quarter, and a proportion 
beuniy per barrel, ſhould be given on any number of quarters © 
wheat, wheighing not leſs than 440lb. avoirdupois, or of an) 
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number of bai rels of flour, weighing not leſs than 1961b. avoirdu- 
pois, which ſhall be imported into Great Britain before the 31ſt 
day of Auguit 1796, and on which none of the before men- 
tibed bounties ſhall have been paid. 2 

Your Commit tee belag convinced that if a conſiderable quan- 
tity of Indian corn could be obtained (which from the abundance 
of that crep appeared not 4mprobable) it would afford a material 
relief, were alſo of opinion, that a bounty of five ſhillings per 
quarter, and a proportional bounty per barre}, ſhould be given on 
any number of quarters of Indian corn, or on any number of 
barrels of Indian meal, which ſhall be imported into Great 
Britain before the 31 day of Avguſt 1596 ; until the quantity of 
ſuch Indian corn and meal, taken together, ſhall e * 500,000 
quarters, Your Committee were alſo of opinion, that a bounty 
of three ſhillings per quarter, and a proportional bounty per bar- 
rel, ſhould be given on any number of quarters of Indian corn, 
or on any number of 8 of Indian meal, which ſhall be im- 
ported into Great Britain before the 31ſt day of Auguſt 1796 ; 
and on which the before-mentioned bounty ſhall not have been 
8 Committee have ſome reaſon to believe, that there may 
appear ſuch a deficiency in the crop of rye, as may lead to the 
application of fimilar meaſures, for the encouragement. of the 
importation of that ſpecies of grain, as have, been recommended 
reſpecting wheat; but they do not yet conſider their information 
upon that point as ſufficient to authoriſe them, at the preſent 
moment, to report any opinion to that effect, ' 

Your Committee have thought it incumbent upon them hum- 
bly to ſuggſt ſuch meaſures. as have hitherto appeared, in their 
judgment, the moſt likely to facilitate the procuring without 
laſs of time, in the leaſt exceptionable manner, and on the leaſt 
uureaſonable terms, the largeſt ſupply of grain from foreign 
parts which in the preſent relative {tate of the markets they can 
be expected to afford. It was particularly with a view to-expe- 
Cition that they have ſuggeſted. the , propoſed plan of arranging 
the bounty, But they 154 it at the ſame time their indiſpenſable 
duty expreſsly to ſtate, that they are far from entertaining an 
opinion that any ſupply. by importation. can be depended upon 
to ſuch. an amount as to remove the neceſſity of recurring to 
every other praQicable and reaſonable mode by which the pre- 
{cnt ſcarcity may be relieved; and particularly of attending to 
rict economy, in the the conſumption of wheat and flour, and 
of promoting the ſubſtitution, to à certain extent, of other ar- 
ticles of food. 

They intend, to proceed immediately to the confideration of 
theſe and of other parts of this extenſive and important ſubject; 
and will, with the permiſſion of the Houſe, report, from time to 
ume, ſuch opinions agFhey may he enabled to form there- 
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SECOND. REPORT 
' | FROM THE | 
SELECT COMMITTEE, - &c. 


The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to take into 
Conſidetation the preſent high price of CORN, and to 
collect Evidence relative thereto, and to report the ſame, 
from Time to Time,” as it ſhall appear to them, to the 
- Houſe with their Obſervations thereupon ; 


H received, ſince their laſt Report, further information 
reſpecting the deheiency in the crop of rye, and the great 
want of that article in thoſe parts of the country where. it forms 
the principle ſubſiſtence of the people; and they are thereby in- 
duced to think, that fimilar meaſures ought to be adopted for 
ihe encouragement of the importatiun of that ſpecies of grain, 
as have been recommende? reſpecting wheat, They beg leave, 
therefore, to ſubmit their opinion to the Houſe, that à bounty of 


ten ſhillings per quarter ſhould be yiven for every quarter of rye, 


wheighing not leſs than golb. per buſfiel which ſhall be imported 
into Great Britain before the zoth day of September 1796, un'il 
the quantity of ſuch rye ſhall equal 100,c00 quarters ; and alfo 
that a bounty of fix ſhillings per quarter ſhould be given for 
every quarter of rye which ſhal” be imported into Great Britain 
before the zoth day of September 1796, exceeding the quantity 
to which the before-meiittoned bounſ is limited. 

Your Committee are alſo inclined to recommend an extenſion 
of the period for which the ſeveral bounties on grain and flour 
are propoſed. to he granted. They obſerve, from the weckly re- 
turns of the price of wheat in the whole kingdom, and ot the 
price and quantity in the London market, fince January laſt, 
that the highelt price and the greatell ſcarcity ook place during 
the months of July and Auguſt, and particularly in the latter. 
Theſe, therefore, are the months, for which it is moſt important 
to provide; and they are lead to fear, that if the bounty is cou- 
fined to ſuch corn as may arrive before the ziſt of Auguſt, 
merhants may be diſcouraged from ſendiug ſupplies into this 
country during that month, by the apprehenſion that they may 
not an ĩve in time to be entitled to the bounty. They beg leave, 


therefore, to ſuggeſt an extenſion of the time to the 3oth of Sep- 


temper; 
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tenther; and they ſubmit, whether it might not alſo be expedi- 
ent to place, in proper hands, a diſcretionary power of allow- 
ing the bounties to ſuch ſhips as may arrive before the 15th of 
October, upon proof of their having actually fer fail for Great 
Britain, from their reſpective ports, at ſuch time that they might 
in the ordinary courle of their voyage, have arrived before the 
zoth of September, 4 

Vour Committee have alſo received a ſuggeſtion from mereh- 
ants trading to the ſouthern parts of Europe and to Africa, that 
it would be adviſeable to enlarge the quantity to which the 
bigheſt bounty upon corn brought from thoſe quart-rs, was pro- 
poſe to be limited: They do not ſtate an expectation that the 
whole of that quantity can be procured ;z but they are appreben- 
live that the original limitation may tend to check ſpeculation 
by the fear of exceeding the quantity ſpecified and they propoſe, 
therefore, that the higheſt bounty ſhould be extended to 409,000 

uarters. | * 
l Your Committee have alſo examined ſeveral merchants, re- 
ſpecting the proportion which the bounty upon flour ought to 
bear to that upon wheat : they have been ſatisfied by this exami- 
nation that, in conſideration of the various ſize and weight of the 
bartels uſed in different countries, it would be more adviſeable 
to grant a bounty upon the hundred weight of flour than upon 
the barrel, as had been firſt ſuggeſted : that it is expedient to 
adopt, upon the importati n of wheat and wheat flour, the fame 
proportion of bounties which has been already eftabliiked by the 
egiſlature upon the exportation of the fame (i. e.) is. 6d. per 
hundred weight of wheat flour, as equivalent to five ſhillings per 
quarter of wheit ; and that the ſame rule ought to be appli ed to 
Indian corn and meal, 7 

In ſuggeſting, in their former report, that the bounty — on 
wheat ought to be limited to ſuch as weighed not leſs than at 
the rate 551b. yer buſhel, ye ur Committee proceeded upon infor- 
mation then received, that wheat of a lower weight was uſually 
ot fo inferior a quality, as to be unfit for the ule of man; and 
under a full perſuaſion of the neceſſity of fixing ſome limit in 
order to prevent the object, for which the bounty is given, from 
being defeated by the importation of corn inapplicable to the 
lubfiſtence of the people. They have fince receired- further in- 
formation, which has ſatisfied them, that wheat, naturally of ſome- 
what a lower weight may produce wholeſome food; and that 
cargoes, not unſtequently, arrive out of condition, in conſe- 
quence of which the weight is for the time diminiſhed, though 
it loon recovers; and that it might prove an inconvenient re- 
ſtraint 5 ſpeculation, if the merchant were expoſed to looſe 
the whole of the bounty, by a fliyht inattention ot his agents 
abroad, or by 3 temporary and accidental deterioration of the 
article imported : they are therefore of opinion, that a bounty, 
equal to four-fifths of the propoſed bounty, ſhould be given 
on 
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— all wheat weighing not leſs than at the rate of 531b, ger 
uſhel. | | 

Your Committee having ſtated ſuch further obſervations az 
they have thought ares 34 reſpecting the amount of the 
bounties, and the limitations as to weight, and quantity, and 
time, beg leave to recommend, for the prevention of fraud, that 
all corn and flour imported for bounty, ſhould be ſubjeR, in ad- 
dition to the inſpection of the proper officers of the cuſtoms, to 
the examination of perſons qualified ay) wn thereof ; that with. 
out the certificate of ſuch perſons, ſtating that the article is 
merchantable and fit for making bread, no bounty ſhould be paid ; 
and that the importion of corn and flour for bounty, ſhall be 
confined to ſuch ports in which it is probable that perſons ſo 
qualified may be found. 
_ Your Committee have alſo received information, that there 
are ſhips now in the ports of this country laden with corn, which 
are intended to be reported for exportation; and that other ſhips 
may arrive, the conſignees of which may ſend their cargoes to 
foreign ports, unleſs tempted by the bounty to unload them here ; 
and rhey beg leave, therefore, to ſubmit the expediency of ex- 
pending the bounty to the cargoes of all ſhips which may now be 
in the ports of this country, or may arrive here previous to the 
paſſivg of the act by which it is to be granted. 


| „ 
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The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to take into 
Conſideration the preſent high price of CORN, and to 
collect Evidence relative thereto, and to report the ſame, 
from Time to Time; as it ſhall appear to them, to the 
Houſe, with their Obſervations thereupon z 


AVE received, ſince their Firſt Report, a conſiderahle num- 
ber of returns, made by the Coſtodes Rotulotum of the 
different counties, reſpecting the ſtate of the laſt crop; together 
with much additional intelligence upon that ſubject, communicated 
by many of their members. They find it however impoſſible as 
yet to draw, either from theſe returns cr from any other quarter, 
a preciſe concluſion. The returns are ſo incomplete in their 
number, and are founded upon ſo many different principles, ſome 
ſating the whole quantities of grain produced, others the number 
of acres ſoyn, and others again the average produce of each acre ; 
and drawing, in ſome inftances, a compariſon with the crop of laſt 
year, in others with that of certain preceding years, and in others 
with what is generally called a fair crop ; that 1t is extremely 
dificul: to combine and compare them, ſo as to ſtate accarately 
the reſult of the whole. 2 
Your Committee would have endeavoured to render this in- 
reſtigation more compleat, if they had not felt the great im- 
ven, of ſuggeſting, without further delay, ſuch meaſures as 
ve occurred to them for alleviating - an evil which evidently 
exiſts to ſuch an extent as to call for the moſt effectual remedy. 
From the beſt conſideration of ſuch information as they have 
hitherto obtained, they ſhould not feel themſelves authorized a 
aſſuming, as the ground of any opinion they may offer, that the 
deficiency of the crop of wheat is leſs than from 1-5th to 1-6th, 
compared with the crop of laſt year, and from 1- 4th to 1-5th, 
compared with an average crop. The crop of rye, of which no 


great quantity is uſually grown, may probably be e as 


equally deficient : but the crops of barley and oat: ate repreſented 


to be nearly double thoſe of 1794, and at leaſt 1-53h better than 


a1 average Crop, 
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It appears alſo, from the concurrent teſtimony of intelligent 


erſons, that the ſtock of wheat in hand at the commencement of 
the laſt harveſt was much leſs than at the ſame period of the pre- 
ceding year; and there is alſo reaſon to believe, that a larger 
8 has been uſed for ſeed in the preſent ſeed time than in 
the laſt. One of the cauſes of the extreme high price which pre. 
vailed antecedent to the laſt harveſt, was generally ſuppoſ d ti be 
the very exhauſted ſtate io which the lock of the country had 
then been reduced- In order to avoid a repetition of this evil, 10 
the ſame or to a much greater extent (it the ſucceeding crap 
ſhould, from unfavourable ſeaſons, be later or leſs productite 
than uſual) it is certainly extremely defirable that the flock re- 
maining, in the country at the commencement of the next harveſt 
ſhould be more adequate to the demand than what remained this 
year at a ſimilar period. Whatever is neceſſary for this purpoſe, 
ought therefore to be added to the amount of the deficiency, 

_ Your Committee have ſtated theſe circumſtances to the Houſe, 
in order to explain more fully the grounds of their opinion, that 
there will be no ſecurity againſt very conſiderable diſtreſs in the 
courſe of the enſuing year, unleſs the deficiency of wheat and 
rye can be ſupplied by importation; or unleſs other means can 
be found, by which, out of the ſtock of different ſorts of grain 
in the country, a comfortable and wholeſome ſubſiſtence can be 
furniſhed to the people during the whole of that period. 

Upon the firſt part of this alternative, your Committee have 
already humbly ſubmitted their opinion ; and though they flatter 
themſelves, that from the adoption of the meaſures now in con- 
templation for the encouragement of the importation of wheat, 
of Indian corn, and of rye, tome conſiderable ſupplies may be pro- 
cured from foreign parts, yet they ſhould think it unwiſe to reſt 
in any great degree upon the hope that ſuch ſupplies can cover 
a large proportion of the diſiciency. Your Committee would 
feel great regret in ſtating this to the Houſe, if they were not 
alſo of opinion, upon the fulleſt conſideration, that the country 
poſſeſſes other reſources, both more extenſive and more ſecure, in 
an economical uſe of the ſtock of wheat in the kingdom, and in 
the abundant crops of barley, of oats and of potatoes. a 
It is obvious that there muſt be a very numerous claſs of fami. 
Fes where, in times of ordinary plenty, the conſumption of 
Wheaten bread and of flour is by no means an object of ſtrict te- 
gulation and attention; and it can be as little doubted, that, un- 
der ſuch a preſure as the preſent, an important reduction might 
be effected in this reſpect, without diminiſhing, in any degree, 
the quantity neceſſary for ſahſiſtence. It is alſo to be remarked, 
that the conſumption of this c'aſs of perſons and their families, 
together with another claſs, far more extenfive, conſiſts in 3 
large proportion of other articles than bread ; and that the fitu- 
ation of ' thoſe claſſes may enable them, as circumſtances requ!'* 
to augment in ſome degree that proportion, aud thereby to —. 
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a larger ſhare of the ſtock of wheat to thoſe for whoſe ſubſiſtence 
it is more immediately eſſential. 

The reduction of the conſumption of wheat may be conſiderably 
aided amongſt this deſcription of perſons, and in a great degree 
extcnded to all claſſes of the people, if they can be induced to 
employ the other reſ urſe to which your Committee have referred, 
and to avail themſelves of the abundance of other crops to ſupply 
the deficiency cf wheat. | 

For the purpoſe of aſcertaining in what proportion the articles 
before enumerated, and others, could be mixed with wheat, fo as 
to produce a bread likely to anſwer the purpoſes of general con- 
ſumption, your Committee have examined the reſult of a varicty 
of experiments, made by the Victuailing Office under the direc- 
tion of the Privy Council, and ordered to be communicated to 
them; and of further experiments, fince made by the ſame 
office, under the direction of your Committee; and have been 
alſo aſſiſted by the Board of Agriculture, who have communicat- 
ed to them an account of trials made with a {till greater variety of 
mixtures. Your Committee fee no reaſon to doubt that good 
bread may be made from any of theſe mixtures, with no greater 
proportion than 3-5ths or 2-3ds of wheaten flour; and there is 
the beſt ground for concluding that ſuch bread would be whole- 
ſome and nutritive, becauſe in many parts of this country, where 
lab ur and induſtry are carried to as great an extent as in any 
other, the people are wholly fed by bread made of ſome one or 
more of the component parts of theſe mixtures. Your Com- 
mitte are further encouraged in this opinion, by finding that in 
the courſe of the laſt ſeaſon the uſe of mixed bread of various 
kinds has been introduced into general conſumption in r any 
places, whoſe conſumption was before confined-to wheaten bread 
that the conſequence has becn a conliderable reduction of ; rice to 
the labouring poor in ſuch places; and that the ule of it has not 
been found to be attended with any inconvenience. The variety 
of q ferent ſpecies of mixed bread is ſuch, as to offer a confider- 


able number of alternataves to different parts of the country ; and 


they will be naturally led to ſelect thoſe which are leaſt foreign 
to their habirs and prejudices, and ot which, from local circum- 
ſtances, they can molt conveniently procure a ſupply. | 

"That the ſacrifice of ſome degree ef indulgence, or cf preju- 
dice, is one which, under the preſent circumitancs, can be made, 
and ought to be made; and that without ſuch a ſacrifice to a 
conſiderable extent, the country will be expoſed to {till greater 
diiculties than thoſe with which it has ſo lately contended, is an 
opnion with which your Committee are io ttrongly impreſſed, 
that they cannot too earneſtly rce-mmend it to the ier ious atten- 
tion of this Houſe, and of the ration at large. 

Deeply, however, as they teel this impreſſion, they are far 
rom propoſing any legiſlative meature to enforce a compliance 
with this ſuggeſtion. They weil knew that the people of this, 
and ot every other country, are attached by habit to their accuſ- 
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tomed ſpecies of food ; and that, however, they may, by recom. 
mendation and example, be induced to make a partial change, 
yet any ſudden and expulſory Iteration might, perhaps, be more 
ſenſibly felt than the very grievance it was intended to remedy, 
There are, indeed, many precedents in the ſtatutes of this coun. 
try of the interpoſition o the legiſlature for this purpoſe, at 
times when, for the leſs advanced flate of cultivation and com. 
merce, diſtreſſes of this kind occurred much more frequently and 
ſevercly than at later periods; and even in more recent times, an 


Act paſſed which authorizes the magiſtrates, whenever they think 


the caſe requires, to ſet the afſize upon ſtandard wheaten bread 
alone, and thereby to prohibit the making of all other ſorts of 
bread. Your Committee, however, entcrtaiu great hopes that 
without applying this principle to the preſent caſe the general 
impreſſion produced by the late diſtreſs, and continued by the 

reſent ſcarcity, will incline men of all deſcriptions to unite vo- 
Barrie in the only meaſure which can give effectual and imme- 
diate relief; and they conceive chat if this Houſe ſhould give to 
a meaſure the ſanction of its example and recommendation, there 
could be little doubt of its being immediately adopted by a pro. 
portion of the community ſufficiently numerous to ſecure the at- 
tainment of the object in view. 

Wur Committee beg leave to ſubmit this ſuggeſtion to the 
wiſdom of the Houſe; and they hope it will not be thought be- 
yond the line of their duty, if, upon an oecaſion ſo urgent in point 
of time, they preſume alſ to ſuggeſt the principal points which 
ſuch an engagement ought, in their humble opinion, to embrace, 

To 1educe the conſumption of wheat in the families of the 
perſons ſubſcribing ſuch engagement, by at leaſt one third 
of the uſual quantity conſumed in ordinary times. 

In order to effect this purpoſe, either to limit to that extent 
the quantity of fine wheaten bread conſumed by each individual 


in ſuch families; 


Or, to conſume only mixed bread, of which not more then two 
thirds ſhal!' be made of wheat ; : 

Or, only a proportional quantity of mixed bread, of which 
more than two thirds is made of wheat ; 

Or, a proportional quantity of bread made ef wheat alone, 
from which no more than five pounds of bran is excluded. a 

If it ſhould be neceſſary, in order to effect the purpoſe of this 
engagement, to prohibit the uſe of wheaten flour in paſtry, and 
to diminiſh, as much as poſſible, the uſe thereof in other articles 
than bread. 

By one or more of theſe meaſures, or by any other which may 
be found equally eſſectual, and more expedient and pradticable, 
in the reſpective ſituations of perſons ſubſcribing, to enſure in the 
utmoſt of their power the reduction above mentioned. 

This engagement to continue in force until fourteen days after 
the next ſeſſion of parliament, unleſs the average price of wheat 
ſhall, before that time, be reduced to an amount to <> PET 
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Tue Res0LUTIONS moved by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer after opening the BUDGET, 


December 7, 1795. 
R. HOBART (according toorder) reported from the Com- 


mittce of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to 
conlider farther of ways and means for raifing the ſapply granted 
to his Majeſty, the Reſolutions which the Committee bad directed 
him to report to the Houſe; which he read in his place, and after- 
wards delivered in at the table, where the ſame were read and agreed 
to by the Houſe, and are as followeth, viz. 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the 
ſum of eighteen millions be raiſed by annuities. 

That every contributor to the ſaid ſum of eighteen millions 
ſhall, for every 100!. contributed and paid be entitled to the 
principal ſum of 120}. in annuities, after the rate of 31. per cen- 
tum, to commence from the 5th day of July 1795, and to be 
added to, and made one joint ſtock with, the 3l. per centum an- 
nuties, conſolidated by the a&s of the 25th, 28th, 2gth, 32d, and 
334 years of the reign of his late Majeſty King George the ſecond, 
aud by ſeveral ſubſequent as, and to be payable and transfer- 
rable at the bank of England, at the ſame time, and in the ſame 
manner, and ſubje to the like redemption, by parliament, as the 
laid 31. per centum conſolidated annuities are payable aud transfer- 
rable there: that every contributor ſhall allo be intitled to the 
farther principle ſum of 251. in annuities, after the rate of zl. 
fer centum, to commence from the 10th day of October 1795, and 
to be added to, and made one joint ſtock with certain annuities, 
after the rate of 31. per centum, which were reduced from 41. to 3l. 
per centum per annum, by an act, made the 23d year of the reign 
of his late Majeſty, and to be payable and transferrable at 
bank of England, at the ſame time, and in the ſame manner, and 
ſubject to the like redemption by parliament, as the ſaid zl. per 
c*ntum conſolidated annuities are payable and transferrable there: 
that every ſuch contributer ſhall likewiſe be intitled to an an- 
nuity of fix ſhillings and fix-pence per centum, to commence from 
che 1oth day of October 1795, and to continue for the . 
0 
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of fixty-four years and a quarter, and then to ceaſe, over ard 
above the principal ſums of 1201, after the rate of zl. per centun 
per annum, and 251b. after the like rate of zl. per centum fer an- 
num, in reſpect of every 100l. to be contributed an paid to. 
wards raiſing the ſaid ſum of cight-en millions, which annuity 
of fix ſhillings and fix-pence per centum, fo o continue for ſixty- 
four years and a quarter, ſhall be added to, and made one joiat 
flock with, certain annuities payable at the bank of England, 
which were granted for the ſeveral terms of ninet y-nine, ninety. 
eight, eighty, ſeventy-eight, ſeventy-ſeven years, feven'y ſve 
years and an half, ſixty-nine years and a quarter, ſixty-ſix years 
and a quarter, and fixty-five years and a quarter, aud were, by 
the act of the 4th, 2oth, and 22d years of the reign of his preſent 
Majeſty, aud by ſeveral ſubſequent Acts, conſolidated and made 
one joint flock of annuities, and ſhall be paid; payable, and 
transterrable, at the ſame time, and in the ſame manner, as the 
faid annuities, ſo conſolidated by the Acts of the 4th, 20th, and 
22d years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, are payable and 
trans fefrable at the ſaid bank of England: that the — au- 
nuities, after the rate of 3l. per centum, and fix ſhillings and ſix- 
pence per centum, ſo to be payable as aforeſaid, ſhall be charged 
and chargeable upon, and payable out of, the conſolidated fund; 
that every contributor ſhall, on or before the 10th day of this 
inſtant, December, make a depoſit of 10l. per centum on ſuch 
ſum as he or ſhe ſhall chuſe to labſeribe towards railing the {aid 
ſum of eightecn millions, with the chief caſhier or caſhiers of the 
governor and company of the bank of England, as a ſecurity for 
making the future payments on or before the days or times here · 
znafter mentioned: that is to ſay, 

10l. per cextum on or before the 22d day of January 1796. 

zol. per centum on or before the 18th day of March next. 

10l. per centum on or before the 20th day of May next. 

151. per centum on or before the 22d day of July next. 

x51. per centum on or before the gth day of September next. 

151. per centum on or before the 11th day uf Noveaber next; and 

15 l. per centum on or before the 16th day of December next. 

That all the monies, to be received by the ſaid caſhier or calb- 
iers of the governor and company of the bank of England, ſhall 
be paid into the receipt of the Exchequer, to be applied, from 
time to time, to ſuch ſervices as ſhall then have been voted by 
this Houſe, in the ſeſſion of parliament : that every contributor, 
who ſhall pay in the whole of his or her contribution money, 
towards the {aid ſum of eighteen millions, at any time on or be- 
fore the 1oth day of November 1796, ſhall be allowed an interck, 
by way of diſcount, after the rate of 3l. per centum fer annum, 
on the ſum ſo advanced for completing his or her contribution 
reſpectively, to be computed from the day of completing the 
fame to the 16th day of December 1796; and that every contri- 


butor, who ſhall pay iu the whole of his or her nn 
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money as aforeſaid, at any time ſubſequent to the roth day of 
December 1795, and previous to the zoth day of December 1795, 
ſhall be allowed an 1otereit, by way of diſcount, after the rate of 
gl. 5s. per centum per annum on the ſum ſo completing his or her 
contribution reſpectively, to be computed from the day of com- 
pleting the ſame to the 16th day of December 1796. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the 
ſeveral rates and duties on vellum, parchment, or paper, upon 
which any receipt, or the diſcharge for any legacy left by any 
will or other teſtamentary inſtrument, or for any ſhare or part of 
a perſonal eſtate divided by force of the ſtatute of diſtributions, or 
the cuſtom of any province or place, ſhall be ingroſſed, written, 
or printed (and which ſaid duties were granted by ſeveral Acts 
of parliament made in the 2ath, 23d, and 29th years of the reign 
of his preſent Majeſty) ſhall ceafe and determine, 

That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
be charged upon every legacy, and upon every ſhare or reſidue of 
the perſonal eſtate of any perſon dying and leaving ſuch eſtate of 
the clear value of 1001. or upwards, which ſhall pats either by de- 
viſe, or by force of the ſtatute of diſtributions, or the cuſtom of 
any province or place, to any of the kindred of the deceaſed in 
the ſeveral degrees hereinafter mentioned, according to the rates 
following, that is to ſay : where any legacy, or any ſhare or reſi- 
due of any ſuch perſonal eftate, ſhall pals to a brother or ſiſter of 


the deſeaſed, or to any the iſſue of a brother or ſiſter of the de- 


ceaſed, there ſhall be charged a duty of 21. for every hundred 
3 of the value thereof, and after that rate for any greater or 

5 ſum or quantity: where any legacy, or any ſhare or rehduz 
of any ſuch perſonal eſtate, ſhall paſs to a brother or ſiſter of a 
parent of the diſeaſed, or to any the iſſue of a brother or filter 
of a parent of the diſeaſed, there ſhall be charged a duty of 3h 
tor every hundred pounds of the value thereof, and after that rate 
tor any greater or leſs ſum or ny : and where any legacy, 
or any ſhare or reſidue of any ſuch perſonal eſtate, ſtall paſs to 
any the iſſue of a brother or ſiſter of a grandfather, or grandmo- 
ther of the deceaſed, there ſhall be charged a duty of 4. for every 
hundred pounds of the value thereof, and after that rate for any 
greater or leſz ſum or quantity, 

That, towards raifiug the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a 
duty of Gl. be charged for every — pounds of the value of 
any legacy, or any ſhare or reſidue of the perſonal eſtate of any 
perſun dying and leaving ſuch eſtate of the clear value of one 
hundred pounds, or upwards, which ſhall paſs either by deviſe, 
or by force of the ſtatute of diſtributions, or the cuſtom of any 
province or place, to any perſon in any more diſtant degree of 
©llateral conſanguinity to the deccaſed, than is before charged, 
or any ſtranger in blood to the deceaſed, and after that rate for 
in greater or lefs ſam or quanti y. 


That, 
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That, towards raſing the ſupply granted to his Myjeſty, a 
duty be charged upon the clear value of any real eſtate that, 
upon the death of any perſon, ſhall deſcend, or paſs by deviſe, or 
by force of any gift, grant, or conveyance, or by act or operation 
of law, to, or to the uſe of, or in truſt for, any perſon or perſons 
of the kindred of the deceaſed in the ſeveral degrees hereinafter 
mentioned (except purchaſers for valuable conſideration actually 
paid) in fee ſimple, fee tail or for term of life or lives, according 
to the rates following, that is to ſay : where any ſuch eſtate ſhall 
Paſs to a brother or ſiſter of the deceaſed, or to any the iſſue of 
a brother or ſiſter of the deceaſed, there ſhall be yet a duty 
of 21, for every hundred pounds of the value thereof, and atter 
that rate for any Sroune or leſs ſum or quantity : where any 
ſuch eſtate ſhall paſs to a brother or ſiſter of a parent of the de- 
ceaſed, or to any the iſſue of a brother or ſiſter of à parent of the 
deceaſed, there ſhall be charged a duty of zl. for every hundred 
-pounds of the value thereof, and after that rate for any greater or 
2 ſum or quantity: and where any ſuch eſtate ſhall paſs to any 
the iſſue of a brother or ſiſter of a grandfather or grandmother 
of the deceaſed, there ſhall be charged a duty of 4]. for every 
hundred pounds of the value thereof, and after that rate for any 
greater or leſs ſum or quamity. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a 
duty of 61. be charged for every hundred pounds of the clear 
value of any real eſtate that, upon the death of any perſon, ſhall 
deſcend, or pals by device, or by force of any gift, grant, or 
conveyance, or by act or operation of law, to, or to the ule of, 
or in truſt for, any perſon or perſons in any more diſtant degree 
of collateral conſanguinity to the deſeaſed than is before charg- 
cd, or to any firanger in blood to the deceaſed (not being pur- 

chaſers for valuable conſideration actually paid) in fee fimple, fee 
tail or for term of life or lives, and aſter that rate for any greater 
ſum or quantity. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, upon 
every aſſeſſment made, or to be made, for the year ending the 
$th day of April, 1796, under, or by vi. tue of, any Act or Acts 
of parliament now in force, for, or in reſpe& of, the ſeveral rates 
and duties under the management of the commiſſioners for the 
affairs of taxes, a farther additional duty ſhall be charged, after 
the rate of 1c]. for every hundred pounds of the groſs amount 
of all the jaid former duties charged by ſuch aſſeſlment, to be 
computed for the half year ending the ſaid 5th day of April 
1796. 

"That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, upon 
every aſſeſſment to be made ater the 5th day of April 1796, un- 
der, or by virtue of, auy Act or Acts of parhament now in force, 
for, or in reſpect of, the ſeveral rates and duties under the ma- 


nagement of the commiſſioners: for the affairs of taxes, a further 
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additional duty ſhall be charged, after the rate of 10l. for every 
hundred pounds of the groſs amount of all the ſaid former duties 
charged by ſuch aſſeſſment: 

That, towards raiſing the ſapply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional excite duty of one ſhilling to be charged ſor every pound 
weight of tobacco, of the growth, production, or manufacture, 
or plantations, or dominions of Spain, Portugal, imported into 
Great Britain on or after the 7th day of December 1795. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty f one ſhilling be charged for every pound 
weight of the like tobacco, imported into Great Britain before 
the 7th day of December 1795, in any warchouſe, according to 
the directions of an Act, made the 2yth year of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's reign, or of another Act, made the 31ſt year of the ſaid 
reien. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Mijeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of one ſhilling be charged for every pound 
weight of the like tobacco, imported into Great Britain before 
the 7th day of December 1795, and which ſhall not actually have 
been depoſited, lodged, and ſecured, before the (aid 7th day of 
December 1795, in any warehouſe, according to the directions of 
an Act, made in the 29th year of his preſent Majeſty's reiga, or 
of another Act, made in the 31ſt year of the ſaid reign. 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty an ad- 
ditioual exciſe duty of one ſhilling be charged for every pound 
weight of the like tobacco, which, on the 7th day of December 
1795, ſhall be in any warekcuſe, in which the ſame ſhall 
have been depoſited, lodged, and ſecured, according to the di- 
rections of av Act, made in the 2gth yrar of his preſent Majeſty's 
reien, or of another Act, made in the 31ſt year of the ſaid reign, 
and which ſhall be delivered out of ſuch, waiehouſe for home 
trade, conſumption, or manufacture. | 

That, towards railing the ſupply granted to his preſent Ma. 
jeſty, an additional exciſe duty of one penny be charged for 
every pound weight of the like tobacco, which, at any time from 
and after the 7th day of December 1795, ſhall be delivered for 
exportation out of the warehouſe in which the ſame ſhall be de- 

- polited, lodged, and ſecured, according to the directions of the 
lad Acts, or either of them. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of four pence be charged for every pound 
weight of tobacco, of the growth or productio of Irelan !, or of 
the growth or production of his Majeſty's colonies, plantations, 
or territories, in America, or of the United States of America, 
imported into Great Britain on or atter the 7h day of December 
1795, ö 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Maj ſty, an 

additional exciſe duty of fourpence be charged for every pound 

weight of the like tobacco, imported into Great Britain 2 
I the 
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the 7th day of December 1795, and which ſhall not actually hare 
been depoſited, lodged and ſecured, before the ſaid 7th day of 
December 1795, in any warehouſe according to the directions 
of the ſaid acts, or either of them, 

That, towards r-1ſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of four pence be charged for every pound 
weight of the like tobacco, which, on the 7th day of December 
1795, ſhall be in any warehouſe in which the ſame ſhall have 
been depoſited, lodged, and ſecured, according to the directions 
of the ſaid acts, or either of them, and which ſhall be delivered 
out of ſuch warehouſe for home-trade conſumption, or manu- 
facture. 

That, towards ee the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of one ſhilling be charged for every pound 
weight of ſnuff which ſhall be imported into Great Britain by 
the United 3 of Merchnts of England, trading to the 
Eaſt. Indies, on or after the 7th day of December 1795, 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad. 
ditional exciſe duty of one ſhilling be charged for every pound 
weight of the like ſnuff, imported into Great Bitain before the 
7th day of December 1795, and which ſhall not aQtually hare 
been depoſited, lodgec, ſecured, before the ſaid 7th day of De- 
cember 1795, in any warehouſe, according to the directions of 
the ſaid acts, or either of them. 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, au ad- 
ditional exciſe du'y of one ſhilling be charged for every pound 
weight of the like nuff, which, on the th day of December 179;, 
ſhall be in any warchouſe in which the ſame ſhall have been de- 

oſited, lodged, and ſecured, according to the directions of the 
aid Acts, or either of them, and which ſhall be delivered out of 
ſuch warehouſe. : 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of ſix pence be charged for every pound 
weight of ſnuff which ſhall be imported into Great Biitain from 
any Britiſh plantation in America, or from the Spaniſh Welt- 
Indies, on or after the 7th day of December 1795. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majelly an ad- 
ditional exciſe duty of fix pence be charged for every poundweight 
the like ſnuff imported into Great Britain before the 7th day of 
December 1795, and which ſhall not actually have been depoſited, 
lodged, and ſecured, before the ſaid ſeventh day of December 
1795, in any warchoule, according to the directions of the ſaid 
Acts, or ei her of them. 

That, towards rifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty an ad. 
dition al exciſe duty of fix pence be charged for every pound 
weight of the like {nuff which, on the 7th of December 1795» 
ſhall be in any warehouſe in which the ſame ſhall have been de- 

ofited, lodged, and ſecured, according to the directions of the 
aid Acts, or either of them, and which ſhall be delivered out of 


ſuch houſe, 
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That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of ſeven — 45 charged for every pound 
weight of ſnuff which ſhall be imported into Great Britain from 
any other place, on or after the 7th day of December 1795. 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
ditional exciſe duty of ſeven pence be charged for every pound 
weight of the like ſnuff imported into Great Britain before the 
"th day of December 1795, and which ſhall not actually have 
been depoſited, lodged, and ſecured, before the ſaid ſeventh day 
of December 1795, in any warehouſe, according to the directions 
of the ſaid Acts, or either of them. 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty an 
additional exciſe duty of ſeven pence be charged for every pound 
weight of the like ſnuff, which, on the 7th day of December 
1795, ſhall be in any warehouſe in which the ſame ſhall have been 
dcrofited, lodged and ſecured, according to the directions of the 
ſaid Acts, or either of them, and which ſhall be delivered out of 
ſuch warehouſe, 

1'hat, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, every 
perſon who ſhall keep, and uſe, any horſe, mare, or gelding, for 
the purpoſe of riding, or for the purpoſe of drawing any coach, 
berlin, landau chariot, calaſh, chaiſe, or any carriage, by what- 
ſoever name ſuch carriage is now, or hereafter may be, called 
or known (for or in reſpect whereof any rate or duty heretofore 
under the management of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, and now 
transferred to and under the management of the Commiſſioners 
for the Affairs of Taxes, is payable) ſhall be charged with a fur- 
ther additional annual duty of ten tillings for each ſuch horſe, 
mare, or gelding. | 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Muj-fty, every 
perſon who ſhall keep two horſes, mares, or geldings, and no 
more, for the purpoſe of riding, or for the purpoſe of drawing 
any coach, berlin, landau, chariot, calaſh, chaiſe, or any other 
carriage, by whatſoever name ſuch carriages now are, or here- 
after may be, called or known, ſhall be charged with a farther 
eres; duty of five ſhillings for one of ſuch horſes, mares, or 
geldings, | 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, every 
perſon who ſhall keep three, four, or five horſes, mares, or geld- 
ings and no more, for the purpoſe of riding, or for the purpoſe 

of drawing any coach, berlin, landau, chariot, calaſh, chaiſe, or 
any other carriage by whatſoever name ſuch carriages now are, 
or hereafter may be, called or known, ſhall be charged with a 
farther additional duty of ſeven ſhillings and fix pence for each 
bor ſe, mare or gelding, exceeding the nuraber of one. 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, every 
perſon who ſhall keep 2 or more horſes, mares, or geldings, for 
the purpoſe of riding, or for the _ of drawing, any coach, 
being landav, chariot, calaſh, cha e, or any other carriage, by 
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whatſoever name fuch carriages now are, or hereafter may de, 


called or known, ſhall be charged with a farther additional an. 


nual duty of ten thillings for each horſe, mare, or gelding, ex. 
ceeding the number of ore. 

That, towaids raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majefy, every 
perſon who ſhall keep any horſe, mare, or gelding, nut charged 
with any former rate or duty, or any colt or filley, or any mul-, 
ſhall yield and pay annually a duty of two ſhillings for each ſuch 
horſe, mare, gelding, colt, filley, or mule. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the 
ſeveral duties on perſons exerciſing the trade and buſineſs of an 
horle dealer, and who ſhall take out a licenſe to uſe and exercii- 
the trade and buſineſs of an horſe deiler, impoſed by an act of 
the 24th year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, ſhall ceaſe and 
determine. | 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Mzjeſty, every 
perſon exerciſing the trade or butineſs of an horſe dealer within 
the City of London, or the city or libertics of Weſtminſter, the 
weekly bills of mortality, the pariſhes of Saint Mary le bone or 
Saint Pancras, in the county of Middleſex, or the Borongh f 
Southwark, in the county of Surrey, and who ſhall take out 2 
licenſe to uſe and exerciſe the ſaid trade and buſineſs of an horſe 
dealer, ſhall yield and pay annual'y the ſum of 200. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, every 
perſon exerciſing the trade and buſineſs of an horſe dealer with- 
out the city of London, and city and hberties of Weſtminſter, 
the weekly bills of mortality, the pariſhes of Saint Mary le bone 
and Saint Pancras, in the county of Middleſex, and the Borough 
of Southwark, in the couuty of Surrey, and who ſhall take out 
a licenſe to uſe and exerciſe the ſaid trade and bulineſs of an horſe 
dealer ſhall yield and pay annually the ſum of 10l. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty an 
additional exciſe duty of one penny farthing be charged for eva} 
yard ſquare of paper which ſhall be printed, painted or ſtained, 
in Great Britain, to ſerve for hangings or 2 uſes (over and 
above the duties payable for ſuch paper before the priuting, paint- 
ing, or ſtaining thereot) and ſo in proportion for any greater ct 
leſſer quantity. 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional exciſe duty of five-pence be charged for every yard in 
length, reckoning yard wide, of foreign callicoe and of foreign 
muſlin, which ſhall be printed, ſtained, painted; or dyed, in 
Great Britain (except ſuch as ſhall be dyed throughout of one 
colour only) and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſſer 


quautity. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 


additional exciſe duty of two pence half-penny be charged for 
every yard in length, reckoning yard wide, of all linens, and 0 
all ſtuffs made either of c.tton or linen, mixed with other mate- 


rials, fuſtians, velvets, velverets, dimities, aud other ſigured _ 
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male of cotton and 'other materials, mixed, or wholly made of 
cotton wool wove in Great Britaia, which ſhall be printed, 
ſtained, painted, or er in Great Britain (except ſuch as (hall 
be dyed throughout of one colour only, and ſtuffs made of woo!- 
len, or whereof the greateſt part in value ſhall be woollen) and fo 
in proportion for any greater or leſſer quantity, 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an ad- 
ditional exciſe.duty of two pence half-penny be charged for every 
jad in length, reckoning yard wide, of fiuffs wholly male of 
cotton wool, wove in Great Britain, commonly called Britiſh 
manufactory, and of - Britiſh muſlins, which ſhall be printed. 
ſtained, painted, or dyed, in Great Britain, (except ſuch as ſhall 
be dyed throughout of one colour only) and ſo in proportion for 
any greater or leſſer quantity. . 

That, towards railing the ſupply granted to his Majety, the 
allowance for waſte on white and rock ſalt, carricd coaſtwiie, be 
diſcontinued. K 

That, towards railing the fupply granted to his Majeſty, the 
time allowed by law for the payment of the duties on falt be re- 
duced as follows; that is to ſay, vn white ſalt to three months, on 
rock ſalt to four months, and on foreign ſalt imported into Great 
Britain to two months, and the preſent rate of diſcount to be 
allowed accordingly. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, four 
hilings, part of the drawback now allowed on the exportation 
of every hundred weight of ſugar exported, in the ſame ſtate in 
which it was imported, be no longer paid or allowed. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, four 
ſhiliings, part of the drawback now allowed on the exportation 
of any refined ſugar called baſtards, aud ground or powdered 
ſugar, and refined loaf ſugar broken in pieces, and all ſugar 
called candy, be no longer paid or allowed. | 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, ſeven 
ſhillings, part of the drawback now allowed on the exportation 
of every hundred weight of any other refined ſugar, be uo longer 
paid or allowed. 

Ordered, 

That a bill, or bills, be brought in upon the ſaid reſolutions 
and that Mr, Chancellor Pitt, the Earl of Mornington, Mr. Hop- 
kins, Mr. John Smyth, Mr. Attorney General, Mr. Solicitor 
General, Mr. Roſe, Mr. Charles Long, and Mr. Hobart, do 
prepare, and bring in, the ſame, i N. 
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SECOND REPORT 
FROM THE 


COMMITTEE, 


Appointed to enquire who was the Author 
of the Pamphlet, 


INTITULED 


 * Thoughts on the Engliſh Government, 
Kc. &c. | 


— — — — — — —ü— 


THE COMMITTEE appointed to enquire who was the 
the Author of the Pamphlet, intituled, * Thoughts en 
. the Engliſh Government—addrefled to the Quiet Good 
Senſe of the People of England; in a Series of Letter 
Letter the Firſt, on the National Character of Engliſhmen 
The Nature of the Engliſh Government---th: Corrup- 
tions „ in both by the Introduction of French Prin- 
ciples The Effects produced by the Reformation and tht 


evolution _- Political Principles---The Conduct of 


he Whig Party---The Character of the modern Deno- 
crats---London, Printed by J. Owen, No. 168, Picca- 
dilly---1795;” and who were empowered to report their 
Proceedings, from Time to Time, to the Houſe ; have 
further enquired into the matter to them referred, and agreed 
upon the following Report. 


he perſiſted in his Refuſal to give up the Author of the 

hlet, intituled, © Thoughts on the Engliſh Government, 

_ ?” he replied, he felt it his duty, not to give up the Author, 
en, | 

Mr. Thomas Wright was alſo examined, and being aſked, 
Whether he had not ated as Secretary of the Aſſociation at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern ? he replied, No. 

And expreſſing a deſire to give information on the ſubjecct of 
that ſociety, which he conceived would illuſt rate his former evt- 
dence; he produced a book, contaiving their 1 

| iotitulec, 


M. JOHN OWEN being examined, was aſked, Whether 
amp 
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intituled, © Aſſociation Papers;“ which, at the deſue of the 
Committee, he delivered in. 

And being ſhewn the name of J. Moore, ſecretary, ſigned to 
the firſt Aſſociation, and declaration, and reſolutions of the ſociety, 
on the 2oth of November, 1792 ; and the N. B. which followed; 
viz, © All letters and communications are requeited to be addreſſ d 
to the ſecretary at this place ;“ he was aſked, Whether he knew 
the ſaid ſecretary, J. Moore ? he anſwered, That J. Moore was 
a man in nubibus ; he explained, by ſtating that he, J. Moore, 
was merely a fictitious name; that no ſuch perſon exiſted, as 
ſecretary to the ſociety ; and that he kacw it at the time he printed 
their proceedings, but that the name had not been continued 
aſter a few meetings, 

On being ſhewn the proceedings of the ſociety on the two next 
meetings, of the 24'h and 29 h of November, he admitted the 
ſignature of J. Moore was the fame fictitious name. 

And being aſked, whether there «ere any fictitious names 
among the liſt of the Committee, publiſhed in the proceedings 
of the 29th of November; he ſaid, he was ſure there were none. 

And being aſked, whether the Committee knew that their 
ſigning ſecretary was a fictitious name; he anſwered, No one 
but 12 Reeves. With regard to the means of circulation of the 
lociety, he ſaid they were very extenſive: He believed the correſ- 
pond-nce with Mr. Reeves / Fun other aſſociations would make 
fourteen volumes bound. | 

And being aſked, to whom he returned the mannſcript of the 
pamphlet, intitled, “ Thoughts on the Engliſh Government, 
Ke. he anſwered, to Mr. Reeves, from whom he hd received it. 

Mr. Andrew Wilſon being examined, ſaid, that he had been 
printer of the news-paper called“ The True Briton,” and had 
tequent opportunities of ſeeing Mr. Reeves write for that 
paper, 

And upon being ſhewn the proof ſheets of the pamphlet, in- 
tituled, © Thoughts on the Engliſh Government, &c.” as de- 
lirered in to the Committee on a former day by Mr. Jones, he 
was alked, whether he knew the hand-writing conjained in the 
ful proof ſheets, and the ſeparate paper thereto annexed ? he 
replied, to the beſt of his knowledge, they were the Hand-writing 
vt Mr. Reeves, | 

At the requeſt of Mr. Wright, he was again called in; and 
permitted to add to his evidence, as follows: 

That it was at his ſuggeltion originally that the fictitious name 
of J. Moore was adopted ty Mr. Reeves pro tempore, as it might 
be aiterwards dropped; and at the meeting of the 30th of Ne- 
vember, he mentioned the circumſtance to the Committee, who 
c10lved that the name ſhould be dropt. 

And being aſced, why the reſolution does not app*ar on the 
proceedings of that day? he anſwered, becauſe it conudered 


merely as a private reſolution, 
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PROCEEDINGS 
OF THF 


Houſe of Commons, 


RESPECTING THE 


HIGH PRICE OF CORN, 


— — 
Veneris, 119 die Decembris, I 795. 
RESOLUTION. 
RESOLVED, Nemine Contradicente, 
12 in conſequence of the high price and deficient ſupply 


of whear, it is expedient to adopt ſuch meaſures as may be 
practicable for diminiſhing the conſumption thereof, during th: 
continuance of the prefent preſſure, and for introducing the uſe 
of ſuch articles as may conveniently be ſubſtituted in the place 


thereof. 
AGREEMENT. 

We, the underſigned, impreſſed with a ſenſe of the evils which 
may be experienced by his Majeſty's ſubjects, in conſequence ot 
the deficient ſupply of wheat, unleſs timely and effectual mealures 
are taken to reduce the conſumption thereof, within ſuch limits 
as may prevent the preſſure of actual ſcarcity previous to the nxt 
harveſt, and may ſecure, as far as poſlible, the neceſſary ſubſiſtence 
of the people of this kingdom, until it ſhall pleaſe Divine Fron 
dence to reſtore the bleſſing of general plenty ; do hereby, joindy 
and ſeverally, pledge ourſelves, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 40 
execute and maintain, to the utmoſt of our power, the following 
RESOLUTIONS; and alfo moſt earneſtly to recommend the 
ſame to be adopted in our reſpective neighbourhoods. 

We will reduce the conſumption of wheat in our families, by 

at leaſt one-third of the uſual quantity conſumed in ordinary 
times. 


In order to effect this reduction, either we will limit to that 


extent the quantity of fine wheaten bread uſed by each indivi- 
dual in our families; or we will conſume therein only mixed bread, 
of which not more than two-thirds ſhall be made of wheat ; or We 
will conſume only a proportional quantity of mixed mw : 

| Whie 
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PROCEEDINGS, &c. . 81 


which more than two-thirds is made of wheat; or a proportional 
quantity of bread made of wheat alone, from which no more than 
fve pounds 749A of bran per buſhel is excluded: and we will 
alſo (if it ſhall be neceſſary tor the purpoſe of this engagement) 
prohibit in our families the uſe of wheaten flour in paltry, and 
diminiſh, as much as poſſible, the uſe thereof in other articles 
than bread. | 

By ſome one or more of theſe meaſures, or by any other which 
may be found equally effectual, and more expedient and practi- 
cable, in our aeſpeQtive ſituations, we will, to the utmoſt of our 
power, enſure the reduction above-mentioned, of at leaſt one- 
third of the quantity of wheat uſually conſumed in our families 
in ordinay times. | | 4 

This engagement ſhall remain in force until fourteen days after 
the commencement of the next ſeſſion of parliament, unleſs the 
average price of wheat in the whole kingdom ſhall be reduced, 
before that time, to eight ſhithngs per Wincheſter buſhel: And 
we do carneſtly recommend to our fellow ſubjects to adopt and 
ſtrictly to adhere to the ſame, 


ORDERED, 


That the ſaid agreement be ingroſſed on a roll of parchment, 
with diſtinction for the counties and places therein, according to 
the roll for ſubſcribing the teſt; and that the agreement be left at 
the office of the Clerk of the Journals of this Houſe, in order tv 
de ſubſcribed by ſuch members of this Houſe as chuſe to fign the 
lame themſelves, or who ſhall ſignify their defire to any other 
member of this houſe, or to the clerk of the journals, to ſubſcribe 
the ſame for them. 
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An Accouvr of all Sums of Money that have been iſſued by 
the Barrack Maſter General, for the Erecting and fitting 
TEMPORARY BARRACKS in Great Britain: Specifying the 
Places in which ſuch Barracks have been errected and kt. 
ted, the Sums expended and due for the ſame, and alſo for 
Rents, Bedding, Furniture, Utenſils, Forage, Beer, Coals, 
Candles, Wood, &c, for the Troops ſtationed in the (: | 
Barracks, from the 1ſt Day of January 1790 tothe 14 
Day of December 1795. | | 


— 4 


22Kͤ„ —__—_ —— —— 


"Fair 

ToContain. Amount paid per Acc.inthe 
for building and Barrack V's. 

BARRACKS. 7 "rting Tem- den Office, 
po ary Bar- | and by the 

Men. | Horſes. racks. Reports'of 

; Sufveyots. _ 


& 


CAFAL RY. 
Brighton Cantonments 
Canterbury - 
Chefter Le Street 
Guildford » - 
Morpeth - - 
Newcaſtle + - 
Plymouth Dock + 
Ipſwich + - 
Waundtor . . 


INFANTRY. 
Blatchington +» T 
B ſhop Wearmouth - 
Bopeep - 
Botley + 4 
Bucklands - 

Barn mock + 
Canterbury - 
Chriſtchurch - 
Cleadon + 
Deal » 
Dover - 
Dungeneſs 
Eaſtbourne 


1200 © © 
100 0 4 
7685 00 
200 © © 
1170 0 0 


| 900 0 © 
602 © © 


4000 © oO 
342 © © 


„ % T_T. 402.8 


23 | 
For the Accom- 
F f modation of the 

xeter =» Eger Fencible, 119 0 0 


: Cavalry. 
Eling - - 


- | 654] — 480 0 0 
Fareham and Alverſtoke © 16433 — | 1072 © © 
Fullwell - - 23 37 0 0 42009 


Cerried ſorward | — 1832400 [1440 0 O 


) 


—_—— 


BARRACKS, 


— — — 
— — 


| Brought forward. 


* - * 


Goſport 
Harlow Buſh 


Hamble 
Harton 
Haſtings 
Hythe 

Hampton Court - 
ile of Wight +» 
Irans Hill 
Little-hampton + 
Lymington 
Lrudaurſt - 
Langne Point - 
Mor k carmo uth 
Netley » 
Norwich 
Poole 
Portiea 
Penn1ogton — a 
Ringwood « » 
Romſey 

Rye 
Shorcham 
Shorneliſſe 

Southampton 
Southwick 89 
Southwick N 
Stoke 
Sunderland 
Trattles 
Tynemouth Caſtle 
Welton 
Weltoe 
Weymouth 

Wiutburne 

Wiachelſea 

Winchefter - 
Wocdſide 


Amount paid for 
building and fitting 


Temporary Bar- 
racks | 


| dums duc as 
ene in che 
Barrack M. ſtar 
Genels. Office, 
nd by the e- 


Fort the Accommo- 
dation of Eſſex 
Fenc, Cavalry, 


VYamouth . 
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Paid on Account of Erecting and fitting Tem- 
porary Barracks as per Statement _ 
Sums due to complete the ſame, as pry Statement 
Paid for Rents — — — 
Paid on Account of Bedding for the above 
Barracks — — 
Paid on Account of Furniture and Utenfils, do. 
Paid for Forage, Beer, Coals, Candles, and 
Wood — =_ 
Paid Lodging Money for Officers, where Accom- 


modation could not be provided in Tempo- | 


rary Barracks — — 

Paid Superintendants and Barrack Maſters on 
Account, for the Supply of Coals, Can- 
dles Wood, Rents, &c. &c. the Accounts for 
which are not yet delivered -— — 


4. 


OL. DE LANCY, 


L 

| 48,608 
8,719 

16,806 


40,743 
12,492 0 
79,008 


2,582 


344514 


243472 


_ Barrrack Maſter General. 
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ACCOUNT, of all Sums of Money that have been iſſued for 
the Erection of BARRACKS, by the Barrack Maſter 
General, in Guernſey and Jerſey ; ſpecifying the Places at 
which ſuch Barracks have been erected, and the Sums 
expended upon each, and for providing Bedding, Furniture, 


and Utenſils for the ſame, 
December 1795. 


from iſt January, 1790 to It 


- 


BARRACK, 


| 


— 


Moulin du Mont 


L'Hivereuſe 


1 * 


Le Homet 


St. Owen's Bay 


Groanlle Bay 


AMOUNT. 


|  GUERNSEY, 


Paid on Account of erecting Bar- 
racks 'for Officers and Men, 
with the * neceſſary Guard 
Houſes, Store 'Rooms, and 
other buildings requiſite for the 
Accommodation of Infanty - 


WE; - 3 - IN 


DE. . ha D - D* —— 


1 TRE, Es 


De Fitting Temporary De 


the above Batracks 


oe Piurniture and Ute 


346.1 1 RP 9% 
De — for the Purchaſe of 
Land &c. for the purpoſe of 
erecting Barracks thereon - 


* JERSEY. 


Paid on account of erecting Bar- 
racks for Officers and Men, 
with the neceflary Guard 
Houſes, Store Rooms, and 
other Buildings requiſite for the 
Accommodation of Infantry - 
UP. IIS: = DCs. 
po Fitting Temporary De? 
Paid on Account of Bedding for 
the above Barracks 
Do = Furniture and Utenſil: 
for De 
D2 for the Parchaſe of Land. 
&c. for the Purpoſe of erectiaę 
Barracks thereon ee 


OL: DE LANCEY, 


Paid on Account of Bedding for] 


2,652 


42030 


& 


—— __ 


4 Barrick Mauer Ceueral. 
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An Account of the Number and Names of - all. BARRACK 
"MASTERS, with their reſpective Salaries and Emoluments, 
which have been appointed to ſuperintend the ſeveral Bar- 
racks built, or intended to be built, in Great Britain, 
erſey, and Guernſey, under the Direction of the Barrack 
aſter General, from 1ſt January, 1790, to 1ſt December, 
1795- eee 
BARRACKS. {BARRACK MASTERS. 


_ Y 


Wy 1 


/ SALARIES. -.\ 


| a * * 
Ayr Hugh Ferguſſon - flo, per Diem. 
Aberdeen George Symmerr 41 D, 
Barnſtaple James Bafleigh +» 5 D 
Birmingham John Brooke 10. 2 
Blatching ton Thomas Harben . 109. 107. ger Aunum. 
Bridport 7. N. Teed | - J .. per Diem. 

Brightoa +} William Randall 10. D 
Beverly - -|James Galbreath *| 55 D intended to be but. 
Canterbury (John Lauzun - gf. D® 
Chelmsford - Val. Maſſey * - J 55, De 
Chriſtchurch |M.. Pike - 2 D 
Colcheſter Ben. Craven Jie De 
Coventry George Lott ns. DS 
Croydon Charles Tufnell - H Do 
Dorcheſter Henry Tooae 100. 0 
Dundee William Douglas 107 8 
Eaſt- Burne Charles Dixon [55 De 
Exeter Thomas Edwards 10 De 
Fdinbro* Thomas Cojhoun + fo. De 
Guildtord Thomas Boughton 10. Do 
Morris Robinſon | 
Vice | 

Boughton. FN de 

. Glaſgow - Kichard Marthatt os. Dꝰ 

_ Guernſey Joſeph Allicocke nne g 
Hounſlow Thomas Thompſon io r. D 

N [R. W. Wincheſter lo. D 
inne | 

R _ Thompſon | 
Hyde Park John Piper f. De 
Hamilton Stephen Lockart %s. Dꝰ 
Ipſwhich James Pierce Hor. 8 
Jerſey - Stephen Waits . 
Lincoln John Parſons 1s. De diſcontinued. 
Mancheſter William Farmer 10. De 8 
Montroſe Alex. Turnbull 10. Due intended to be built 
Modbury William Thorne - 7 "WR 

George Loving [ $6 : I? 
| 8 BARRACKS- 


Thorne, 


MAST 1 RE IX . IES, MUIR 
| . — 48 = b — 
Norwhich Robert Suckling per Diem 1 


Northampton Francis Oſborn 10 De. 
Famucl Kuallis 10 D 


eden th; 
8 ph | 
Nottingham George Cartwright _-!195s, De , 
Porehoſter - Allan M*Kenzie'! - 4. De atting, 
Romford George Wade 1 
daxmundham Francis Mowatt 5. Ds diſcontinued. 
Sheffield Wikam Gibſon or. De 
Southampton W. A. Brandreth 5. De 
Sunderland -|John Dickſon of. D 
Shrewſbury George Young 10 Do diſcontinued; 
Taunton -+|Edward Foy -| 53. Do po 
Totneſs William Adams 5. De 
William Thorue 9. De 
| Vick | . 
Adams. 
Trowbridge Morris Robinſon 4 $36.5; 
H. Johnftone re De 
VICE: ; 4 
| Robinſon, 
Wareham Thomas Morris Fe. Da 7 
amuel More 5. D 
vice W cn ae 
Morris. | |- 
Wincheſter [William Lewis Hot. De 


Weymouth Thomas Rodber 1 2 
York |]. H. Cruger . «10s. D 


Several of the above Barrack Maſters being not yet provided 
with Accommodation in their reſpetctive Barracks, are allowed 
Lodging Money not exceeding . 30. fer Annum, with One 
Rnom's allowance of Coals and Candles in the proportions 
iſſued in Barracks; but no Fee or Emolumeut. 


OL. DE LANCEY, 
Barrack Maſter Gene a. 


8 


p42 Ag 
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An ACCOUNT of all Sums of Money that have been iſſued 
by the Board of Ordnance for the Erection of BARRACKS 
in Great Britain,  Ferſey, and Guernſey z ſpecifying the 
places in which tip arracks have been erected, and the 
Sums expended upon each, and for prividing Bedding, Fur. 
niture, and Utenſils for the ſame, from 1ſt January 1790 to 
the 1ſt Day of December 1795 ; together with an Account 
of all Sums of Money due upon the fame Account 
And alſo, An ESTIMATE of all Sums neceſſary for com- 
pleting ſuch Barracks as are now building, or intended to 
be built : Allo, The Number and Names of all Bar- 
rack Maſters, and other Officers, with their, reſpective 
Salaries and Emoluments, which have been appointed to 
ſuperintend the ſaid ſeveral Barracks, built and intended to 
be built: | bt 


Prepared purſuant to Two/Orders of the Hon, the HOUSE 
of COMMONS, 4th December 1795.—#/z. 


a. *. — ** 
_ 


NEW BARRACES erected. 4 „ 4 
Iſland of Jerſey—Barrack with a Storehouſe 5.879 18 1 


Woolwich < + Barracks and Officers Quarters,| 
Heipital, Stables, and other 


Buildings - * [53,191 16 8 
Bedding, Furniture, and Utenſils for the ſaid 
Barracks __ - ” | 3,523 15 10 


62, 595 11 5 


—— —Uüäĩ——— 


ESTIMATE of Sams neceſſary for compleating 
ſuch Barracks as are now building or intended 
to be built, viz. 


At Woolwich . » 15,086 15 $ 
In Edinburgh Caſtle — - 10, 179 0 0 
In Portſmouth Garriſon * - 7,077 17 3 


1 — — 


C. 32,943 12 1 


1 


There 


1 

3 
bt 
1 

* 
14 
1 
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? 2 


There has alſo been expended on account 
the Coalts of Kent, Suſſex, and Hampſhire 3 t, 135 10 9 


of Temporary Barracks at ſundry places on 


Bedding and Utenſils for the ſaid Barracks 16,187 2 2 


ale a EVE { 


Thomas Harbin, Barrack Maſter at the Tempo- 
rary Barracks, at Blatchington and Seaford, at 
{.1r09' tot. per Aunum, has been paid by the 
Ordnance to 31ſt March 2795. | 


2 


47,322 12 11 


* 


g ; 4 
W. HOWE. A. ROSS. | 
| THO.- BAILLIE. | 
Office of Ordnance, | bes | 


5th February 1796. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Number and Names of the ſever;] 
OFFICERS, with their reſpective Salaries, who have 
been appointed to fuperintend the ſeveral Barracks, built or 
intended to be built, in Great Britain, Ferſey, and Guerrſcy 
ſince 1ſt January, 1590, to iſt December, 1795. ; 


E . 3 N 9 r ri | 
3 neee. 


— * 


BARRACK MASTER GENERAL. 
Major General De Lancey 408. per day on the eſtabliſhment, and 


40*, extra, with his actual expencies for eontingencies and cn 
account of travelling; but no fees or emolument on the receipt 
or expenditure of money, 2 | 


* 


DEPUTY Barrack; Mafter General. 
Lieut, Col. Tayler 20s, per day, with his actual expences on 
account of contingencies and travelling; but no ſees or emclu- 
ment on the receipt or expenditure of money. 


ACCOUNTANT. 


John Stanbank, Eſq. C. 347 per Ann.; but no fees or emolument 
on the receipt or expenditure of money. 


ASSISTANT Barrack Maſter General for the Superintendance 
| | of all Supplies of Barrack Stores. 


Frederick Mac Kenzie, Eſq. L. 300 per Ann.; but no fees 0: 
emolument on the receipt or expenditure of money, 


ASSISTANT Barrack Maſter General for Viſiting and Inſpecting 
| | Barracks. 
John Stapleton, Eſq. 155. per day, and his travelling expences ; 
but no fees or emolument, 


ASSISTANTS to the Barrack Maſter General for the preſent 
Service of the Department, 
Oliver Barberie, John Foſter Hill, Charles M*Pherſon, Eſq. at 
108. per day each, with their travelling expencies; but no fecs 
or emolument. 


OFFICERS appointed to ſuperintend and inſpect the Eſtabliſhed 
and Temporary Barracks in the ſeveral parts of 
England, Guernſey, &c. 
Major Wi liam Lewis, Col. J. H. Cruger, Capt. John De Lance), 
Lieut, Col. Benſon, Edmund Andrews, Eſq. at 105. per day 
each, with their travelling expencies; but no fees or emolu- 


ment : 
a BUILDING. 


j 


( 95) 
BUILDING. 
ASSISTANT Barrack Maſter General for conducting the 
Building Branch of the Barrack Department. 


Henry Caſtleman, Efq- 108. per day, and his travelling expences ; 
| but no or emolument. 


* 


ARCHITECT ani SURVEYOR; 

James Johnſon, Eſq, 20s. per day, and 208. extra when on duty 
in the country, and his travelling expences. \ 
ASSISTANTS to Architect and Surveyor. 


Mr. William Latimer 105. per day, and 105, extra when on duty 
in the country, and his travelling expences. ; 
Mr. Rice C. 100 per Ann. 


"NORTH BRITAIN, © ho 


ASSISTANT Barrack Maſter General for conducting the 
Buſineſs of the Department in Scotland. 


Col. Alexander Baillie C. 300 per Ann, and his 8 expences, 
with an allowance of C. 50 per Ann. for rent of an Office, wich 
coals and candles for the ſame ; but no fees or emolument on 
the receipt or expenditure of money. | 


ASSISTANT. r 


Capt. David Robertſon 108. per day, and his travelling expences ; 
but no fees or emolument. 5 | 
ARCHITECT and SURVEYOR. 


John Sanders, Eſq, los. per day, and 10s: extra when on duty in 
the country, and his travelling expences. 


OL. DE LANcEVYV. 
Birrack Mater Geaeral. - 


FURTHER 
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FURTHER REPORT 


COMMITTEE, 


, 


: 


Appointed to enquire who was the Author 


of the Pamphlet, 


INTITULED 0 5 4; 


e Thoughts on the Engliſh Government, 


THE COMMITTEE appointed to enquire who was the 
the Author of the Pamphlet, intituled, © Thoughts on 
the Engliſh Government addrefied to the Quiet Good 
Senſe of the People of England; in a Series of Letter 
Letter the Firſt, on the National Character of | Engliſhmen 
The Nature of the Engliſh Government---the Currub- 
tions caufed in both by the Introduction of French Prin- 
ciples---The Effetts produced by the Reformation and th! 
Revolution upon Palitical Principles---The  Gonduft of 
the Whig Party---The Charatter of the modern Dem- 
crats-London, Printed by J. Owen, No. 168, Picca- 
dilly---1795 ;”* and who were empowered to report their 
Proceedings, from Time to Time, to the Houſe ; have 
Purſuant to the Order of the Houſe, enquired into the matter 
to them referred, and agreed upon the following Report. 


R. JOHN OWEN being examined, ſaid, That he is a 
bookſeller, and lives in Piccadilly, 

And being aized, if he knew a publication, intituled, 
«© Thoughts. on the Engliſh government?“ he replied, Ves; 
his name was ſigned to it. | 

After this declaration, Mr. Owen declined giving any further 
information to your Committee, on the plea that it might ten 
to criminate himſef. 

And being finally aſked, whether he perſiſted in refuſing o 
anſwer any queſtions the Committee might put to him? he te- 
plied, Ves. | * 

ry 
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4 


1 . | Mons ſpeak of 

Aud bein 

a pamphlet, e erte the ou Government ? 
he faid, he had. % 0s ad 7; 

And being aſſed; whether he ever heard them ſpeak of the 

athor of rhe, pamphlet Phe ſaid, Ves; and that he heard Mr. 
\PDovall' brother — 2 that he eum poſed the preſs for 
the pamphlet, particifirly thoſe parts which! have been deemed 
libellous by the Houſe bf ' Commons ; and alſo that Mr. Reeves 
had been backwards 10 ous at the office, and the pamphlet 
was commonly k ow tho hout the office by the name of Mr. 
Reeves's 775 The 3 Wright, the printer, was com- 
miſſioned Reeves tia perſoa to publiſh the ſaid pamph- 
let; and in conſcquenct on apphed' to ſeveral bookſellers 
who refuſed to pudkiſh it,, Mr. Wright ! refuſing; to. give up the 
author; and Mr, Owen, in \ Piccadilly, undertook to publiſh it, 
and Me. Wright's rrer Aclivered it, by the name of Mr, Reeves's 

pamphlet, to Mr. weng znd the witneſs thinks Mr. M-Dowall's 
brother ſail, that Mr. Reeves made ſome anterlineations at his 
fame, while compoſivg; and that Mr. Reeves. generally rated 
the preſo. di ban n 

Mr. Charles M. Dowaf deing eramined, ſaid; that he i is com- 
poſitor to Mr. "Wright! That he —— in- 
utuled, ** Thoughts o the n * 
at his office. 

And bein cd, Wee thee — — ehe n the 
printing of The pampbley from | the manufeript- Aru he Jac, i it 


V7); , 
: 14 


Aud Nei ob — he das fin riatending; the 
*% and ee 2 he Yeplied;: 0 one. but cr. 


ee res. dl Bus a9 men”) + 

And being ili he knew Mri-Reeves, by fight ? he: faid, 

Yes? the Ryes 5 cel Rreet. 

And being aſked, whether he ſaw Mr. Reeves frequantly during 
the printing of dhe panpblet, pint — he ſaid, 
Jes. 8 „eto. (3 v* 

And deing aſked, if de ever tov MiriReezes wrice-0n. or correct 
any of the ? he faidy be was not certain. 

wa 1 ed, whether he ever yoke to Mir. Recres at Kr. 

Fright 4? te ſaid; ves; ry 

And ng alked, whether rs Recvivs condeck as Mr. 
Pet. was 45 füch a8 to lead the witneſs to believe him to be the 
author of the pamphlet? he replied, yes. 

And being aſked, whether he knew the hand-writing of Mr. 
Reeves ? ke e fad ; the hand-writing that — for his. 

And being Au. was the hand-writing pamplilet, in 
his opinion, of = fame as the hand-writing — goes * Mr. 
Reeves's? he faid, yes. 


0 Witkem 
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- William Augie) "NUR, Eſquire,” being, examined, »;; 
aſked, whether he has any, and what-reaſon, to know who is the | 
Author of the pamphlet, iötituled, “ Thoughts: on the Englih | 
Sovernment !“ he ſaid, 'yes.'\-[n*the firſt inſtance, from Mr, 
Owen's having preſented it to bim as Mr. Reeves's pamphlet; 
- and in the courfe bf a Few hours 8 meetiug Mr, Reeve 
turning out of the treaſury, he (the witneſs) informed him, thu 
he had received pamphlet yfiHπẽuB by him. Mr. Reeves aſe 
him the title. He told him. Mr. Reeves then enquired, if oni 
- Owen had informed him, that he (Mr. Reeves) was the author, 
From delicacy to the bookſeller, he ſaid, no; but the ſecret wi, 
revealed by a printet's man, Who, by Mr. Owen's declaration, 
| he underſtood to be Mr. Wtight's man. Mr. Reeves then eu. 
neſtly recommended him to read the pawphiet and to the beſt of 
huis recolledtion, Mr. Reeves defixed bim to let him know what be 
thought. of it. That the witneſs, on his return, read it, and 
boundd the following paſſages et: 
In fine, the government of neter monarchy ;-the mo. 
narchy is the ancient ſtock-from which have ſprung thoſe good) 
branches of the legiſlature, the Lords and Commons, that at 
the ſame time give ornament to the tree, and afford ſhelter to 
« thoſe who ſeek ptotection under it. But theſe are ſtill only 
branches, and derive-their origin and their nutriment fron 
their common parent; they may be lopped off, and the tree i 
e tree ſtill; horn indeed of its honours, but not like them cat 
into the fire. The Kingly government may go on, in all its 
( functions, without Lords or Commons, ſo repugnant, to the 
Principles of the Revolution of 1688, chat the witneſs immediate) 
ſeat a tranſcript of it to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 2c. 
cCompanled by a letter; and on the morning following the wit- 
nſa u rote a letter to Mr. Reeves j a. copy,iof which letter wa- 
delivered in to the Committee, and read, the witneſs requeſting 
it mitzht ſtand as part of his examination ; and is as folloys : 
bs | Pall Mall, Novembet 6, 1793. 
I have read your pamphlet, Sir, with equal attention and 
concern; with attention, becauſe! you recommended it ſtrong!) 
"4 to my peruſal, and with concern, becauſe I was hurt that any 
man, acquainted with the principles of the Eoghb conſtitution, 


« ſhould have the /indiſcretion or effrontery to miſrepreſeo! them 
tina manner ſo very groſs and, unpardouable —Sych wiltngs | 

© tend to bring monarchy much more into diſrepuie than the 
e hafangues of Mr. Thelwall and Co,; and monarchy. in this fr 
- «country does nat require to be ſuſtained by trick and cootr: pl 

© vance; it has the ſupport of reaſon, policy, and cxperience: 
.- 14 The nonſenſe and falſhoods of writers, who only prove Ar R 
*< jpnorance or ſervility, will endanger it; and if my advice * ha 
be aſked, I would ſeriouſly recommend you to defend the * in 
I leucies of our conſtitution by its ex jes---for they Ile 61 


* far more eloquently in his favour, than either your W 


no 


4 
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4 nennen 8 18 10 3 £ 
« thoſe of Mr. Burke. The imizfoitube is, that you confound the 

18 abuſes of government with the government itſelf; and having 

the « by far a much greater and more decided intereſt in the preſerr 

plilh vation of the one than of the, other, your anxiety for the latter 

is merely a contingehey on the former, and becomes a mere ſc- 


let; « condary conſideratios. +I will tell you yer camdidly, that 1 
eves thought you were going; greater lengths than either facts or 
that « policy warranted, in November 17923 and I am inclined, to 
ked « believe, that your preſent labours are more likely to do miſchief 
ohn « than good. What you: have ſaid in pages 1a and 13, would, 
or. in the reign of George the Firſt, have ſent you to the pillory; 
Was and if miniſters diſcharge their duty, they muſt diſcourage the 
on, publication in queſlĩon for it js no leſyinbumbent on them to 
- « diſcountenance. attacks on the conſtitution from one deſcription 

0 


« of men than from another. Whether it ande by the intem- 
« perate zeal of Royaliſts or Republicans, it ought * defended ; 

« for it has equal danger to apprehend from the extravagant 
« pretenſions of the one and the rancorous animoſity of the 
« other, and as an individual intereſted in its preſervation, I [ 


# 


ly « oppoſe, caute gu il conte,. and innovation on the part of the 
at ec Com, a; vehemently as I would on the part of Democracy; 
5 « and if you held the bleſſings of a free conſtitution in as much 
7 


« reverence, and the ſmiles of Lord 9 cheap, as I 
« do, your name would not be ſo generally detefted, and the part 
« that you would have taken in thoſe political queſtions which 
« unhappily divide us, would have been much more to your cre- 
« dit, tho not ſo lucrative. I ſhould not have fajd thus much, if 
« you had not preſſed me to read a pamphlet that is very ill cal- 
culated to allay the ferment in men's mind, and which I con- 
« fider as a libel on the conſtitutioo---injuriogs to the Intereſts 
* and to the dignity of the Crown, and an joſult to that good 
ſenſe to which you have appealed---I: have only to add, that I 
4 ſhall'more cordially rejoice, when, theſe diſputes are at an end, 
« and when queſtious of this nature ceaſe to animate our conver- 
« fations, and to ſour | men's diſpoſitions towards each other 
* ſach-queſtioas cannot benefit the cauſe you. wiſh to ſerve, but 
; they nap -aninci9 480i, well Debanes Lode Fg bo 24u/ and 


think 
i 4 1 . " - 
, 4 5 10 Ain 150 'T' | » HS £4) 0 n I 2 274 9 ; 
. * 8 4 


. « Jam, Xe. : 
.« TaJohn/Revwen Blake 
oy. Cecil-ſtreet, tra —1 — een * 
And the witneſs being aſked, whether he received ay anſwer 
from Mr. Reeves, diſarowing his being the author of the pam* 
ng, DE A CIT OO a 1 
And being aſked,-if be has any reaſoh to know that Mr. 
Reeves received the letter? he rephed, yes from Mr. Reeves's 
having expoſed it to Mr. Wright in conſequence of a para 
nthe Morning Chronicle of the gth inſtant, in which the offen- 
lie extract was included; in conſequence of which Mr. Wright 
A193 0.657.106 rs Bee ebb. 
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came to Mr. Owen, and found fault with him for having accuſed 
Mr. Reeves of being the author, informing Owen that he {the 
witneſs) maſt have -Jeot that extract tothe Morajn Chronicle; 
in conſequence of which the witneſs wrote to Mr. Reeves a let 
tes, of which the following is 4 copy; Which was read; viz, 

e l Mall, Nov. 11, 1795. 
1 Sir, 57 4 BN $i ba} f 10 , 5 it ” | = | 

* Your printer 2 inſinuated; that the libellous extract from” 
« your pamphlet, which appeared in the Morning Chronicle on 
«« the gth. inſtant, was ſent by me, and he draws that «concluſion 
from having ſeen the private letter that 1 addreſſed to you on 
te that ſubject, the 6th inſtant, It is merely to refute a falſhood, 
„% which may be the foundation of much calumny and miſe. 
<« preſentation, that I aſſure you I was perſectly ignorant of the 
«« extract, or any comment on it, having been ſent to any of the 
e eee however incumbent on me to add, that [ 
J perfectly approve of the expoſure, from a full conviction 1 
« have, that ſuch doctrines have a direct tendency to miſchief, 
« and to alienate the affections of the people from his Majeſty 
and his government, As you have judged it expedient to 
« expoſe my correſpondence in part, I call on your candour to 
«« produce the-whole of it, or I ſhall be under the neceſſity of 
«« ſending copies of my letter to the different papers in deſenct 
«i of my elf. | | : . p „ * 5 Jo 6k # %:''4 j 
46 Lam, Sir, 
& Your humble ſervant, 
; as „6 n. Miles.“ 5 
„To John Reeves, Eſq; 97 

Cecil Street. | 

And being aſked, whether he ever heard Mr. Reeves give any 
directions reſpecting the circulation of this pamphlet? he te- 
plied, on Saturday the 21ſt inſtant, Mr. Reeves came into Mr. 
Owen's ſhop, and enquired how the pamphlet attributed to him 
went off, or words to that effect. Mr. Reeves then put one or 
more pamphlets ia his pocket, and, in the witneſs's hearing, 
deſired fix copies of the pamphlet in queſtion be ſent to Loid 
Hawkefbury's office. 8 

Mr. Benjamin Hinton being examined, ſaid, that he is porter 
to Mr. Wright the printer, and delivers out the publications. 
That he remembers delivering out a phlet, intituled, 


% Thoughts on the Engliſh Government.” That he delivered 


it to Mr. Owen the bookſeller in Piccadilly---'Fhat be had been 
printing an addreſs from Mr. Reeves to the King---That when he 
delivered the pamphlet to Mr, Owen, he (the witneſs) ſaid it was 


Mr. Reeves's pamphlet---That he has ſeen Mr. Reeves come into 
Mr. Wright's printing office---That he knows Mr. Reeves 5 


perſon As near as the witneſs can gueſs, the pamphlet came — 
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his handy about a fortnight ago'z and before that he has ſeen Mr, 
Reeves at ce ſeveral times. OM 

Mr. Thomas Wright, a printer, being examined; was afteed; 
whether he knew the authorof the pamphlet, iatituled, “ Thoughts 
on the Engliſh Government!“ He replied, he declined giving up 
the name of the anthoy. rt. I A 

And being aſked, | what principle he refuſed to anſwer the 
queſtion ? be ſaid, one of the firſt leſſons ineulcated on à printer 
upon his initiation into his profeſſion is, that the name of the 
author of a manuſcript committed to his care or keeping is a moſt 
ſacred depoſit, from which he is never to part without the 
aſſent or permiſſion of the author, unleſs compelled by public 
"And being atked, whether'he ſhould think himſelf juftified' in 
printing ee eny political ſubject brought to his 
office ? he ſaid, no, by no means; he world enereiſe hat judg- 
ment and diſcretion which he poſſeſſes, in determining whether it 
contained matter of a libellous nature, bether publie or pri- 
vate, or any thing that was againſt what i called contra bongs + 
mores—That he has endeavoured to exerciis that judgment in all 


0 = 


the puplications whieh he has been concerned in. 0/3; 
And being aſked, whether he had read the pamphlet in queſ- 
tion? he replied, yes ;.ahd'if he had ſeen any thing he thought 
objectionabſe he would not have printed it. 4 
And the witneſs being aſked, would not the zuthority of the 
perſon bringing him a work weigh with bim as well as his pri- 
vate judgement ? he replied, the authority of the —— bring- | 
ing him a work to print would weigh with him (as he believes it 
would with every other printer} as well as his private judg- 
nent. HY eee enen 

And being aſced, whether he had ever converſed with Mr. - 
Reeves on the ſubject of the pamphlet in queſtion ? he ſaid, 


And bein aſked, whether he meant to ſay, that he had not 
converſed with Mr. Reeves for this month paſt, on the ſubject 
of the pamphlet? he ſaid, not as the author of it, to his know- 
ledge, but as the perſon who ſuperintenJed the correction of the 

d 050001; 7 ' e mar 11 t vi 


Sd £2 4 dk 
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And being aſked, in what reſpect did Mr. Reeves ſuperititend” 
the rethink the preſs kad? in correcting the 'proofs,' 
which he-might dofora friends 0 199 2 PH ant 

And being aſked, when the 3 was printed to whitt' 
publiſher did he ſend it ꝰ he replied, to the perſon whoſe name 
1s at the bottom of the pamphlet. | $&'D 

And being aſked; whether he did not kyow- that perſon was 
Mr. Owen? he ſaid, certainly. ne ile 4 
And being aſked; by whoſe advice or direction did be ſend the 
pamphlet to Mr. "Owen ? he ſaid, by the advice and direction of 
no perſon it was his dun doing entirely he employed Mr. 

. | MN $5: aa 


Owen, ine torn aan nf 
And 
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And being aſked, whether he had ever any converſation with 
Mr. Reeves reſpecting Mr. Owen being the publiſher ; he ſai 
not previous to it; but as Mr. Reeves had corrected the pamphlet, 
he 3 it to him as the gentleman who had corrected the 

Þ c. Tarn yl £75 S& #7% | ' | 
2 being aſked, had this pamphlet not anſwered in point of 
fale, from whom he expected to be paid? he ſaid, from no one; 
the loſs would bave been his own, and he underſtands the profit 
would alſo be his. l IS 

And being aſked, from what n he underſtood the probt 
of this pamphlet would have been his, it it fold well? he replicd, 
from the gentleman from whom he received the manuſcript, 

And being aſked, who was that gentleman ? he replied, the 

tleman who correRed the pamphlet. — „5 
And being aſked, was not that gentleman Mr. Reeves ? he au. 
ſwered, he had ſaid that above. 5 * 

And the evidence being read to the witneſs, he was aſked, 
whether he had any explanation to add to the anſwers he had 2l- 
ready given? he ſaid, he had not. | 

Mr. John Gillet being examined, and ſhewn the pamphlet, 
intituled,“ Thoughts on the Engliſh Government,“ he was aſked, 
whether he had not heard Mr. Owen declare that Mr. Reeves 
was the author of that pamphlet? he replied, yes, in his omn 
ſhop frequently, ' | 

Mr. Thomas Gillet being examined, was aſked, whether he was 
not in Mr, Owen's ſhop, on or about Saturday the 21ſt Novem- 
ber ? he ſaid, yes. | 

And being aſked to relate any converſation be heard reſpeQing 
the circulation of the pamphlet, intituled, Thoaghts on the 
Engliſh Government ?“ he informed your Committee, that Mr. 
Reeves came into the ſhop, and he ſaid to Mr. Owen, Where 
is this — that is aſcribed to me. Mr. Owen pointed to 
the pamph et.— Mr. Reeves took one up, and doubled it, and 
put it in his pocket, and aſked whether it had ſold well he then 
deſired him to ſend half a dozen to ſome perſon's office in Welt 
migſter, but he (the witneſs) did not diſtinly hear to whoſe 


office. 22 i 

Mr. Stephen 0 as examined, ſaid, he is employed ia 
Mr. Wright's office as overſeer in his buſineſs, and. is ſuperin - 
tender of all the publications in his oſſice. a | 

Being ſhewn the pamphlet, intituled, ** Thoughts on the Eng- 
Ih Government,” he was aſked, whether he ſu rintended the 
progreſs, through che preſs, of that pamphlet! he ſaid, be 
di 


d. : #+ 4 | " . 

"And being aſked, whether he corrected the proofs? he ſaid, 
he did. | PEST TTY 

And being aſked, whether he and he alone corrected the _ ? 


ſaid, no---he corrected them in conjunction with Mr. right 


Mr. Wright invariably corrected them the firſt or the ſecon 
om No ſheet went to the prels without his reading ĩt. Kat 


time 


: 
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And being aſked, did no other perſon ſuperintend the correRing 
4 preſs beſides himſelf and Mr. Wright? he ſaid, yes, there 
And being aſked, who was that perſon? he ſaid, Mr. 

4 ce ves. | * 1 0 0 4 2 * 7 +» > 
4 And being aſked, if he received directions from any perſon 

| ſuperintending or correcting the pres of a manuſcript printed at 
his Houſe, ſhould he think himſelf bound to attend to thoſe direc- 

tions, unleſs he conſidered the perſon giving them either as the 
author or acting for the author? he ſaid, he ſhoula certainly 
not; he ſhould not ſuffer any one correction to be made under 

ſuch citeumſtan ce. * 1 1 
And being alked,., whether he attended to any direction or gor- 

rection given to bim 1a the caſe of printing the pamphlet in. queſ- 

tion, from Mr. Reeves? he replied, yes. 
Then, in point of fact, he was aſked, did he conſider Mr. 

Reeves as the author, or acting for the anthor ? he replied, moſt 

certainly. | | 
And being, 9 5 whether he has any part of the original 

copy, he laid, he believes there may be ſome about the 
oule. 1 Ln e 

And being aſked, if there are any proof ſheets about the Houſe, 

corrected by Mr. Reeves ? he ſaid, he is inclined to thiok there 


are. 4 ; 00 "48 

pb Wright being again, examiged, was aſked, how long 

Mr. Jones had ſuperintended his, buſineſs? he ſaid, four or five 
ears, 4264 wits. nn be». 4 $4 4 »W. ts) * | 
l And being aſked, whether he had ever had reaſon ia doubt of 
Mr. Jones's, veracity or accuracy ? he replied, that he never had 
the leaſt doubt of his yeracity or; accuracy; Then 

Mr, Tones (having been directed by the Committee to en- 
- deavour to find the proof facets alluded to in his evidence) re- 
turned, and was again examined? and being aſked, if he had found 
any of the proof gets? be replied, he had brought the firſt he 
could lay his bands on. They are not complete... .. +... 

Then the witneſs produced the ſaid ſheets, and ſaid, that a 
few af che alterations in the margin may be his own, which would 
be confined to ty pographical ttata. L hat he cannot ſpeak poſi- 
wa og the others, but lome are Mr. Reeyes's, tothe, beſt of 
ö recollection. | rake hated LED! WTR IT SY 

And being aſked, whether.he had not himſelf {cen Mr. Reeves 
write upon {ome one of the papers now delivered, in by him to 
he Committee? he Taid, he had ſeen Mr. Reeves make altera- 
tions on certain of the ſheets, but he could not from memory ſtate 
which they are, | 

And being aſked, Whether he knew Mr. Reeves's hand-wriciog ? 
he ſaid, he thinks he does. | Teas 25 

He was then delired, to look over the progs. ſheets delivered in 
by him, and poiar ont what notes or obſervations are, to the belt 
ot his knowledge, Mr, Reeves's hand-wii tine. 
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And the witneſs having looked over the ſaid ſheets, he (aid, he 
- - finds all the paſſages now marked by him with a croſs are, to the 
beſt of his beliet, Mr. Reeves's hand - writing. ; | 
And being again aſked, whether he had not_himlelf actual) 
ſeen Mr. Reeves in the act of marking the proof ſheets, or fone 
of them, now delivered in by him fad he had. | 
And being aſked, in whoſe hand-writing is the ſeparate paper 
included in the ſheets delivered in by him, which ſepatate paper 
appears to be part of the title of the ſaid pamphlet ? he ſaid, he 
* believed it to be Mr. Reeves's. 1 10) 4 F 
And being aſſted. whether be has had knowledge of M.. 
Reeves printing other publications at Mr. Wright's office“ 
be replied, yes, very many. He has bren in the habit, and had 
the opportunity of Knowing Mr. Reeves hand- writing. 
And being aſked, with thioſe meane and opportunity of kor- 
ing his hand-writing, has the wi:neſs any doubt that this ſeps- 
rate paper, and the obſetvations and notes in the ſheets, ale in 
Mr. Reeves's hand- writing? he faid, he had not. a 
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And being aſked, what Mr. Reeves is the perſon referred to 
by him, as the corrector of the proof ſheets, and ſuperintender of 
the publication of this pamphlet? he anſwered, Mr. Jobn Reeve, 
the Chairman of the Aſſociation for protecting Liberty and Pro 
perty againſt Republicans and Levellers( + + + | 
he evidence having been read over to the witneſs, be vn 
_ "aſked, whether he had any explanation or further obſervation 0 
make upon it he replied, he had not. Then, 
Mr. Wright was further examined, and aſked, whether le 
concei ves Mr. Jones has a right to ſend out proof ſheets cr 
pamphlets, without any direct communication with him? he (ai, 
yes; be is in the habit of doing ſo, as well as all other overſen 
in printing offices. 994 „ 
And being aſked, from his knowledge of Mr. Jones, does be 
ſuppoſe he would deliver any proof ſherts, as from his office, that 
were not printed there ? he ſaid, he ſhould ſuppoſe not. 
And being aſked, if he ever knew an inſtance of his doing lo! 
A. he replied, o. N „ee, ee „ 4 
And being aſked, whether Mr. Jones has not an authority, fron 
bis ſütuation with him, to deliver any proof ſheets of | works 
printed at his (the witneſs's) office, if required, without an im- 
mediate application to him, che witneſs ? he replied, he certaia y 
has; no printing cou'd go on without a perſon in Mr. Jones“ 
fit uation having that power. 1131 Bees 01, + 4 
Mr. Wright being againſt xamined, was aſked, whether he !t- 
collected a converſation with Mr. Reeves on the ſubject of 
| letter pecejved by Mr. Reeves from Mr. Miles ? be replied, je 
and that Mr. Reeves bad ſhewr it him. 
Being (hewn the proof ſheets delivered in by Mr. Jones, he 38 


1 [aaa 3 | dd thereil, 
: aſked, if he kpew whether the ſeparate paper, included — 
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was Mr. Reeves's hand-writing ? he ſaid, he believes it ig; and 
that he is familiar with Mr. Reeves's hand writing. 

Aud being aſked, whether he had ſen Mr. Reeves fince his 
laſt examination by the Committee? he replied, yes, and con- 
verſed with him on the ſubje& of this publication, - | 

Aud the wines: defired to add to his former evidence, as the 
Committee had called on him to add any explanation he thought 
proper That three or four proof ſhects had been ſent to other 
gentlemen, and ſome corrections received: from them on the 
proof ſheets z particularly he can point out one in page 7, and 
auother in page 12.— But on being ſhewn the correction in page 
7, he admitted the hand-wrizing to be Mr. Reeves's, but from 
the blackneſs of it he fuppoſes the words to be traced over writ- 
ing in pencil. The word “ active, in page 12, he thaught not 
to de Mr. Reeves hand- ur ting. «+ yy 1 

And the witneſs being afkea, whether he meant that he had 
ſent thoſe proof to thoſe other yentlenmen; and teceived the 
corrections back from them bimielf? he anſwered, no---Thar be 
only knew of them through Mr. Reeves, whom he ſuppoſed to 
have ſent the „roots, and that it was to Mr. Reeves they were 
returned, and he adoprec he corrections where he choſe it. 

And being aſked, who the perion wes that brouchrt the pam- 
_ to him; he anſwered, the perſon who corrected the prefs--- 
r. Reeves. | 
Ad the witneſs Yehred to add, that as he had been aſked on 
a former examination, whether the authority of the perſon bring + 
ing him the pamphlet would not weigh with him, as well as his 
own judgment, on the publication; he meant to declare that tlie 
authority of Mr. Reeves bringing him the pamphlet in queſtion 

had operated with him as an inducement? to publith it. 

And being aſked, whether he had not read the manuſcript? he 
anſwered, only parts of it. 

And being aſked, whether the manuſcript was not in the ſame 
hand-writing as the ſeparate paper now fhewn to him, and which 
contains the title of the ſaid pamphlet? he ſaid, that to the beſt 
of his judgment and recol.ection, ſuch parts as he had ſeen were 
of the ſame hand- ri: ing. 

Mr. Owen being further examined, and being ſhewn a paſſege 
in Mr, Miles's evidence, he was aſked, whether he recollected 
receiving from Mr. Reeves the directions therein ſtated, to fend 
hx copies of the pamphlet in queſtion to Lord Hawkeſbury's 
office ; and whether he had executed thoſe directions? he antwered, 
he had; that he had ſent them, directed to Mr. Chalmer, at Lord 
Hawketbury's office. | . 

And being aſked, to whoſe account he had charged them? 
he ſaid, to Mr. Reeves. 

And Mr. Owen being now apprized of the conſequences of 
the anſwer he had made in his previous examination refuling to 
«nlwer any queſtions that might be put to him; the witneſs 
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begged leave to retract that anſwer, and apologize to the com- 
mittee ; yet he ſtill hoped the C mmittee would not preſs him to 
give up the author, as, notwithſtanding the confeſſion he had 
Wr of beiog the publiſher, he thaught it might tend to criminate 
himſelf. hea ith. 

And your Committee having, as they conceive, abundant proof 
from the body of evidence already before them, did not examine 
the witneſs further, "9 g 

And your Committee, conceiving any further evidence reſpe&- 
ing the perſon reſponſible as author or publiſher of the pamphlet 


in queſtton wholly uuncceſlary, did not proceed in the examina- 


tion of many perſons, whoſe teſtimony they have reaſon to believe 
would {till further eftabliſh the facts ſtated by the preceding wit. 
neſſes. They have only to add, in diſcharge of the duty commit. 
ted to them by the Houſe; viz. To enquire who was the author 
of the pamphlet, intituled, Thoughts on the Engliſh Goverr- 
ment, &c.” declared by the Houſe to be“ a malicious, fcan- 
«+ dalous, and ſeditious libel, containing matter tending to create 
« jealoufies and diviſions among his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects; to 
«« alienate their affe&ions from our preſent happy form of govern- 
« ment, as eſtabliſhed in King, Lords, and Commons; and to 
«« ſubvert the true principles of our free conſtitution; and that 
the ſaid pamphlet is a high breach of the privileges of tbis 
« Houſe ;” | 

That it appears to the Committee, that Tohn Reeves, Eſquire, 
of Cecil- ſtreet, in the Strand, is the author, or has aQed as the 
author, of the ſaid publication. | 
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REPORT 
FROM THE 
SELECT COMMITTEE, 
WHO WERE APPOINTED 


To enquire into the Circumſtances of the 
Negotiation of the late LOAN. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE, appointed to enquire 
into the Circumſtances of the Negotiation of the late 
LOAN ; and who were impowered to report the Evidence, 
as it ſhould appear to them, to the Houſe; 


AVE proceeded to enquire into the matter to them referred; 
H and have determined to report the evidence in the form in 
which it has been taken, except that they have forburne to inſert 
in their report the litts of the perſons among whom the contrac- 

, tors or ſubſcribers appear to have diſtributed portions of their re- 
ſpective ſhares of the Loan; becauſe it has been repreſented that 
the diſcloſure of the names in thoſe lifts may, in ſome inſtances, be 
prejudicial to the mercantile intereſts of the parties; and 
becauſe, on inſpection of the liſts, as well as from the examination 
of the parties, your Committee ſee no ground to ſuppoſe, that 
any interference took place on the part of any perſons connected 
with government in the diſtribution of any part of the Loan. 


The evidence is as follows : 

Jovis, 17? die Decembris, 1795. 
[AMES MORGAN, Efquire, called in, and examined. 
Queſtion I. DID you offer yourſelf to contract for the late 


Loan ? 

Yes. | 

2. Will you ſtate the circumſtances which led you to make that 
offer, and what paſſed relative thereto ? | 

On Friday the 23d of October Mr. Godſchall Johnſon called 
on me at Garraway's Coffee Houſe, to acquaint me, that he and 
Mr, Angerſtein did not intend to be concerned in forming any liſt 
tor the Loan—he mentioned his ill tate of health as one reaſon, 
: and 1 underſtood from his con erſatien, that it was his opinion, 
p 3 that 
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that Mr. Boyd would have the Loan: In conſequence of this, 1 
told him, I had no intention of forming a liſt for the Loan, nor 
had made any kind of arrangement—Mr. Johnſon obſerved fu 
ther, that he and Mr. Angeſteia would be in Mr. Boyd's liſt, and 
told me, if it was agreeable I might have a part with them; which 
I declined, as no ſum was mentioned, and obſerved, if Mr. Boyd 
were to have it, that I had no doubt I ſhould have an opportu- 
nity of having as much as I thought proper for myſelf through 
my friends — This converſation ſtrengthened very much the ry- 
mour, that Mr. Boyd would have the Loan by private agreement, 
and that it would not come to public competition---I confidered 
this the next two days very much indeed; and on the Monday 
(the zöth) went to town, and called on the governor at the 
Bank. It ſtruck me, that Mr. Melliſh's forming a liſt appeared 
ſome. contradiction to what Mr. Johnſon had ſaid, and the 
r imour of the private agreement ; becauſe I thought Mr. Melliſh, 
being ſo connected, as being a Bank Director, muſt in all proba- 
bility know what bad paſſed with the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and the Governor of the Bank, relative to the diſpoſal of 
the Loan---I aſked the Governor of the Bank, relative to the 
knowledge he had of the 1atenticn of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer---I mentioned the rumours that were abroad on the onc 
hand, and then the circumſtance of Mr. Melliſh having formed 
aliſt. The governor replied, that the Chancellor of the Fxche- 
quer had always ſaid, competition, whenever he had ſpoken to 
him on the ſubject, but ſtill he had great doubts on bis mind 
about it---there was a ſemething---be did not explain that ſome- 
thing---that Mr. Boyd and his party ſeemed to be confident of 
having i- told him that I had been very much applied to, to open 
a liſt, and therefore I wiſhed to hear from him, whether there 
was a probability of a competition. -The next day I called on 
the governor of the Bank again, and had more converfation cn 
the ſame grounds and ſame terme l then told him I ſhould make 
up my mind politively by the next day at about one o'clock.— 
On the 28th of October I called on him again, and then told him 
that I was determined to make a lit-the converſation then was, 
a: it had been before, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer always 
laid, competition—He (the governor) then expreſſed, in a very 
ſtrong manner, again his doubts on the competition, and that it 
would go to Mr, Boyd, and that 1 ſhould be diſappointed—there 
was ſomething or another—he never mentioned what, that would 
be brought forward to prevent its going to a competition—he 
mentioned the circumſtance of ſome converſation that had 
paſſed at the time of the agreement for the laſt Loan, relative to 
fixing the time of the laſt payment, as ſome argument for not 
bringing forward a Loan in the courſe of the year- but he did not 
conlider this in the courſe of our converſation as any pledge Cr 
contrect on the part of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, nor did 


he conſider it as of any weight, to give Mr. Boyd any claim of 
pre- 
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preference.---I went on with the liſt, and on the 29th opened it 
publicly—I had private intimations, confidential ones, that I 
could rely on, that Mr. Boyd's party were conſtantly aſſured of 
having the Loan I conſidered that if there was any thing brought 
forward to prevent a competition, that it would be on the ground 
of making a pioviſion for the | Emperor, and therefore I taought 
it proper, on the part of my ſubſcribers, to guard again't ſuch an 
event—and on the 16th ct November, I wrote the Chancellor of 

the Exchequer a letter. 
[Copy of which was delivered in, and read, and is aanexcd, 

by way of Appendix, No. 1.] | 

On Friday, the 2oth of November, I was informed by the 


governor of the Bank, that it was the deſire of the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer, that the parties meauing to bid for the Loan, 
ſhould attend in Downing-ſtreet, the follewing Monday, at 
twelve o'clock, if the governor did not receive any notice to 
the contrary, The next day I called on the governor, and 
fund there was no alteration; and on Monday I atteaded in 
Dowaing-ſtrect, where IL was then acquainted, that the governor 
had been informed that the Chancellor of the Exchequer was not 
prepared for meeting the gentlemen that day, and that the mect- 
ing was poſtponed to Waedneſday— The governor and deputy 
governor did attend on Monday After their return into the city, 
the governor of the Bank ſent for ime, and told me that the amount 
of the Loan would be eightcen millions at the leait, and that he 
had expreſsly pu the quzition to the Chancellor of the Excicquer, 
if he meant that the Loan ſhould be diipoſed of by competition? 
—he mentioned it in this kind of way that there appeared to be 
doubts about it, and he wiſhed him, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, to {ay if it was to be. ſo? the anſwer of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. was, -** moſt certainly; which the governor of 
the Bank communicated to me officially, as goveruor of the Bank. 
telt then, and begun to underſtand, in a greater degree than L 
had ever done be fore, that the, governor ot the Bank believed 
that it would be diſpoſed of by competition; he told me at the 
lame time, that we were to attend on the following Wedneſday, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer's, at tweive o'clock, in order 
tv hear the particulars that are generally communicated on ſuch 
occakions prior to the bidding; ſuch as the actual amount of the 
Loan, and other arrangements of the budget. On the Tuelday 
ereuing L had à notice from the Sccictary of the Treaſury to 
attend on the next day, to wit, Wedneiday, at twelve o'clock. 
attended then, and was ia the room with the other gentlemen, 
cho were, Mi, Boyd and bis party, namely, Mr. Abraham 
boliſmid, E, P. Solomons, Mr. Robarts, and Mr, Aillabie : 
And allo the two Mr. Melliſhes, who had a ſeparate liſt rom 
Mr. Boyd's and mia-. Aſter waiting about an hour, a m-{[enger 
came in ir..m the Chancellor of the Exchequer for Mr. Boyd and 
Mr. Robarts, aud they withdrew. Atter ſome time they returned, 

and 
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and Mr. Boyd mentioned that the Chancellor of the Excheguer 
would ſoon be ready for us; and we were ſoon after ſhewn into the 
other room, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer: came to u, 
with the two Secretaries of the Preaſury, and opened the buline(,, 
by fult enquiring how many liſts there were, when he was in. 
formed there were three parties. He then obſerved, that previou1 
to entering upon the buſineſs, he would communicate the apyli- 
cation made to him, or memorial, by Mr. Boyd, relative to a claim 
that he and his party ſet up in conſequence of à converſation 
which had paſſed at the making of the laſt Loan; he then begun 
to read this memorial, which ſet forth that they conceived them- 
ſelves entitled to have a leaſe of the money market (if ſuch an 
expreſſion might be uſed) or ſomething of that kind The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer did not read out the whole of the me- 
mortal, but begun to make ſome obſervations, and I made ſome 
oblervationson it, by obſerving, that if there was any agreement 
nct to bring forward a Loan it muſt concern the public, the then 
holders of the former Loan, who were the perſons that would be 
ivjured by bringing forward another Loan, and did not juſtify any 
claim of preference on behalf of the contrattors, and that they 
(the contraQors) appeared to me to be higbly blameable, inftcad 
ot deſerving a preference, for promoting in any manner the bring- 
ing forward of the Loan before the expiration of the agreement, 
t there was any ſuck---Other gentlemen made obſervations upon 
it; Mr. Goldſmid mentioned the circumſtance, that at the time 
of the agreement of the laſt Loan, Mr. E. F. Salomons did pro- 
poſe to extend the laſt payment to February, but that ſomebody 
had anſwered, no, becauſe it may interfere with the Loan of next 
year, Thereupon the Chancellor of the Exchequer expreſſed 
aimſelf that he did not wiſh to have any debate upon it, but that 
he conſidered there was no obligation, although — might be a 
degiee of conſideration due to it. He ſaid, he wiſhed to know 
of Mr. Melliſh and Mr. Morgan, if they would agree to bid for 
the Loan on the condition that Mr. Boyd ſhould have the option 
of teking the bargain at an half per cent. premium Mr, Meliiſh 
1z1d it was impoſſible for him to give an anſwer to a propoſal put 
to him ſo unexpectedly without firit conſu'ting his friends, I ob- 
jected to it without any heſitation whatever—I- could not enter- 
tain it for a moment---that I could not- conſent to bid under 
auy reflraint of that kind, and that it was going from competition, 
and would injure the contract- Then it was intimated, as 
underſtood, that our ſtay was unneceſſary ( to wit, Melliſhes and 
Morgan's) and Meſſrs. Melliſhes immediately got up, and walked 


out of the room, aud I followed them. 
Withdrew. 


Abraham Newland, Eſquire, caſhier of the Bank, preſented, 
parſuant to the order of the Committee, a paper, intituled, 
| « Copics 


ea eas as At. . as ans: , 6. 329 - ears 


REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE, &c. 21 


« Copics of the different lifts of the ſubſcribers to the Loan 
« tor the ſerviee of the year 1796, as ſent into the Bank 
« by the contractors for the fame.” Which paper was 
read, and is annexed in appendix, No. 2. 
Mr. Morgan being agun-called in, proceeded in his exami- 
ation as follows: | N | 
would remark; that I bad received no notice or intimation 
of any kind, either before or a: taat meeting, tnat the Loan 
would be diſpoſed of betore Friday the 27th; and therefore it 
was with-altoniſhment that the next morning, to wit, Thus ſday, 
[ heard that the Loan was diſpoſed of the day hetore ; after I left 
Douning-ſtreet. Herr ends my narrative. 
would further remark, that I have underſlood that it has been 
ſet forth as a matter of cuſtom and practice, that the ſubſeribers 
to a Loan are entitled to a preference in any Loan that might be 
brought forward before the payments are completed un the tormer 
Loan; I mean to declare, poutively, as a mat: of experience, that 
no ſuch cuſtom or practice has cver exiſt:d, or ever was before 
thought of —I was one of the contractors for the Loan in the 
year 1794, with Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Angerſtein, Before we 
went to meet the Chancellor of the Exchequer, at the previous 
meeting to the bidding, to ſettle the preliminaries, I had prepared 
in writing ſeveral queitions to be put to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, which the gentlemen with whom I acted approved 
of, and they were put---the material one was, if any other money 
was to be borrowed or raiſed in the courſe of the year? I had not 
in view then, in putting that queſtion, any thing reipectin g borrow- 
ing any money for the Emperor; but in conſequence of the ap- 
plications that had been before made to me, on the pollibility of 
borrowing money for the King of Sardin1a---If there had been 
a cuſtom or practice exiſting, ſuch as before alluded to, I ſhould 
not have thought it 'necetſary to put ſuch a queſtion ; and with re- 
gard ty any claim that may be now brought forward on the ground 
of the payments in a former Loan not being completed, the con- 
tract for the Loan in December 1794, was brought forward before 
he lalt payment which was made on the preceding Loan, which 
was to be made on the 13th of January 1795, ; and we, the con- 
actors of the former Loan contracted tor in F-bruary 1794, to 
wit, Johnſon, Angerſtein, and myſelf, as contraftors, did not 
conlider ' ourſelves entitled, or entertain a thought of claimiog 
any preſerence on that account, although we very ſtrongly 
olicited to be competitors for the Loan for the ſervice of the year 
1795. 
3. Did you think that Meſſrs. B yd 2nd Co. would be as much 
0Jured in proportion to the quantum of the former Luan remain- 
ing undiſpoſed of, as any other holder of parts of the former Loan 
at that time ? 
Undoubtedly, every one that holds mult be alike. 
I would 
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] would wiſh to add, that it has been mentioned that the Scrip 
receipts, not having been written into the books, was ſome 
ground of argument for a preference; I obſerve, previous to the 
contract in December 1794, there were conſiderable ſums in 
ſcrip receipts outſtanding, and I have known it to be fo for tix 
and nine months in other years, 

By, previous to the contract in December 1794, I mean abou: 
a Week previous. | | | | 

4. By whom was it intimated, at the Chancellor of the Exche. 
quer's, that you were directed to withdraw ? 

By the Chancellor of the Exchequer himſelt,---I defire to add, 
that on the Wedneſday following, the 24 of December, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer fully explained that it was not hi; 
intention that Mr. Melliſh and myſelf ſhould hear the particular: 
of his budget, becauſe we did not conſent to his propoſal, and 
therefore could not be competent to bid for the Loan. 

5. At the mecting on the Wedneſday, at the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer's, did you then underſtand at what time the letter or 
memori-l from Mefirs. Boyd, had been ſent to and received by thc 
Chancellor of the Exchequer i 

I think, but am not certain, that the Chancellor of the Exche. 
quer ſaid the — before; but on the Wedneſday following, he 
explained it to have been received on Tueſday night, the 24th, 
after his return from the Houſe of Commons. 

6. Was any obſervation made, or cxplanation given, at the 
meeting of the 25th, reſpecting the circumſtance. of Meſſrs. 
Boyd not having preferred this claim of preference before the 
preceding evening? 

None, as I recolle&. | 

7. You have ſaid, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, when 
he had read a part of the memorial, and obſervations had been 
made upon it, ſaid, &“ that he did not admit it to be an cbligation, 
althongh « Meſſrs. Boyd might be entitled to ſome confideration;” 
you are deſired to inform the Committee, whether Meſlrs. Boyd, 
or any of his party, urged any argument in anſwer, to maintain 
that right of preference, which they have ſtated in the memorial 
or letter, or whether they ſeemed to acquicſce in che ſtatement of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ? 13 

There were no argument whatever, after the obſervation of the 
Chancellor of the Excheguer, from any perſon---the obſervations 
had been all before from ſeveral of the parties---the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had expreſſed himſelf, that he did not wiſh to bare 
a debate, aud then concluded by ſaying, that he did not admit it !0 
be an obligation, although Meſſrs. Boyd might be entitled 10 
ſome conſideration, 

8. Did Meſſrs. Boyd make any objection to this ſtatement ? 

No, there was not another word paſſed. 

9. Did you leave the room with an impreſſion that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had not acquieſced in the claim of pre- 


ference, made on the part of Meſſrs. Boyd and Co.? 
| Undoubtedly. 
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Undoubiedly. :. >. | n 
10. Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſay gay thing elſe, 
pot what * * already ſtated, to give you that impreſſian? 
Nat the leaſt. | | 1 3 
11, Did you conſider yourſelf as having made a preciſe condi- 
tion with the Chancellor af the-Excheguer in the {,oap of HFehru- 
ary 1794. that chere ſhould be no other borrowing or railing .of 
money within the year ? : . F garic 
Certaigly I did, and I act d up zc itʒ when, the Imperial private 
Loan was brought forward, 1 gave public notice of the agree - 
ment that was made. h ne ran enn 1 
12. Did vou, previous to /vour; giving that pubhe notice, 
n Chanceligr of the Hache guer on 
that Tuly Se 390 4 Wen 17 1 = * 
No--not the leaf ; decanſe I at hat time conlidered that it had 
not his countenance. en , * 4 
13. Had you ever any antimation that the condition'which you 
aſſerted to have been part of your bargain with the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, in making the Logo in February 1794, was 
controverted or diſputed on the part of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ? * HL 
never had; but I had intimation that the Chancellar of the 
Exchequer had ſent for Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Angerſtein on the 
ſubject, regarding their not having firſt acquainted him before 
they made the publication. | | l 
14. From whom had you that intimation ? 
I heard it from Mr: Johnſon. © 3 a 
15. Did Mr. Johnſon or Mr. Wh 17 make any communi- 
cation to you, to lead you 10 ſuppaſe that the Chancellar of the 
—_— did nat admit your — of this condition in the 
gain? | , 
None-- dhe ſtatement was confirmed by a great many indivi- 
duals that were preſent at the making of the bargain after the 
publication, and never heard it diſputed to his hour. |, + 
16. Shauld you, excepting on the ground of this expreſs con- 
dition, as you underſtood it to be, have thought yourſelf autho- 
an 5 7 73 che objection, and give the public notice which you 
ave ſtated? | | VE ie 
I ſhould never have entertained a thaught of it. 
17. Did. * to the negotiation of the Loan with Meſſrs. 
Loyd and Co. in Becember following? pager 
Not in the leaſt. | ** 
18. Why did you not ? oe Ian" "I" ' 
Becauſe I confidered our Loan as -waund-up,.and I always fal- 
lowed che true intent of the queſtion put, to wit, the probability 
of a fo eigu Loan for the King of Sardinia, | 
19. In the converſation with the gavarnor atthe Bank on the 
23th of October, did you underſtand the governor;to allude to any 
ocker motive, as operating on the mind of the Chancellor of the 
q Exchequer, 
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Exchequer, excluſive of the circumſtance of the laſt payment on 
the pri ceding Loan not having been completed? 

Beyond all doubt whatever, and that was no part of it; part. 
cularly it was ſtated by the governor of the Bank to me, an in- 
portant money negotiation, amounting to 900, oool. and thi; 
was ſtated not once but repeatedly, and on that ground it was 
Rated, that Mr. Boyd would have the Loan, and that 1 ſhould be 
diſappointed, , i. 

20. State the whole of the converſation between you and the 
governor of the Bank on that ſubject? 

He had always expreſſed doubts about the competition, on tl. 
8 of the confidence he had always obſerved in Mr. Boyd and 

is party, that they ſhould have the Loan; and as I bave ſtated 
before, an important money negotiation, in which, it was under- 


ſtood, that Mr. Boyd had greatly aſſiſted the Chancellor ol the 


——_—_ | 
21. Is that the whole of the converſation, or did any thing 
more paſs ? i 8/8. | 


That is the ſubſtance, in ſhort that I ſhould be tricked, theſe 
words were uſed. : F 

22. Whoſe words were thoſe? 60% 

The governor of the Bank's. The reply that I conſtantly made 
was, that I ſhould do my utmoſt to be well prepared for compe- 
tition ; and if I was precluded, it ſhould not be my fault. 

23. Was the relalt of the ſeveral converſations with the 
governor of the Bank, an impreſſion in your mind, that there 
would be no competition? | | 

It was certainly aud poſitively, that there would be no compe- 
tition, but that 1 ſhould be deceived. | 

24. When was that 2 firſt on your mind? 

From Monday the 26th of October, when I firſt had the com- 
munication with the Governor of the Bank, 'and until Monday 
the 23d of November] had never an abatement of that imprel- 
ſion till the 23d of November. Pt"; 

25: When did you firſt determine to make your lift ? 

The 28th of October. ; 

26. Did you then ſolicit perſons, or take pains to form that li, 
and when was it completed? 

I never ſolicited at all there was no opening or occaſion for 
me to ſolicit—I made communication of opening my liſt to {ome 
particular friends, and waited till Monday night following for 
their anſwer ; the liſt was begun the 28:h, but not publicly till 
the 2gth, and on the Tueſday following, the firſt tage, to wit, 

for ſifteen millions, was completed. 

1 Did you after that day admit any freſh perſons on your 
Yes Rio one million more. | 3 
. Have you any objection to delivering in the li 
2 lf N 5 ; Reſpecting 


o 
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ReſpeRing myſelf, not the leaſt ; but I ſubmit to the Com- 
mitice, whether it will be proper for me, as a confidential agent 
in an important tranſaction for honourable purpoſes, to make 
known my liſt, and particularly as it has not had an opportunity 
of e the Loan · I would not wiſh to be underſtood. to 
have an inclination to evade the eſtabliſhment of the truth, and 
will, if required by the Committee, deliver in my liſt ſealed. 

29. Had you obtained the Loan, would your liſt have been de- 
livered into the Bank, with the'names of all the real ſubſcribers 
init? 

No---becauſe I have actually agreed to take 10 er Cexr. being 
the firſt payment, in certain caſes, without knowing the names 
And in a great many others, _=_ receiving the 10 per Crnt. as 
has been practiſed before, to ſuffer the ſums to remain in my 
own name, as it was in the Loan of 1794, when I had a third 
of it. 

zo. In the liſt which you offer to deliver in, ſealed up, do ydu 
mean to inſert the names of all the perfons you know on your 
lit, except thoſe who deſire to be kept back on religious princi- 

les ? | F374 a 
No, certainly not. ; . "thing 

31. Would the liſt, which you offer to deliver in to the Com- 
mittee, if required, contain all the names which you know of the 
real ſubſcribers to your Loan, except the names of thoſe who 
wiſh to conceal their names on religious ſcruples ? 

No.--.[ have agreed with many that their ſubſcriptions ſhould | 
land under my name, and had received in part the firſt payment 
of ſuch perſons; there are others that I have not ſo agreed to 
conceal, but whoſe names I was to receive previous to the bid- 
ding. 6 
32. On what authority did you reſt your belief on the 29th of 
October that Mr. Boyd, wonld have the Loan? 

On confidential information, which I conſtantly received up to 
Tueſday the 24th of November. At the public meeting of the 
labſcribers I took notice of it in the manner that I'do now, and 
obſerved, that the gentlemen who gave me the information was in 
ihe room and heard me. I did that with a view that I might 
tot be underſtood to allude to any body that was not preſent, 
| would not give up his name upon any conſideration. 

33. On what day was that meeting of the ſubſcribers held? 

It was Monday following the meeting in Downing-ſtreet when 
the didding was rejecteu. N 

34- Did you, at the time of opening your liſt, or prior to that 
meting, communicate to your ſubſcribers the impreſſion upon 
your mind that there would be no competition? | 

To ſome it is very likely that I did; but in general I obſerved 
Wa rule to iay bur little to any body, but to hear all from every 
wh ; and I did hear gene: ally from all perſons that that idea was 
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33. Did you receive any | money as part» of the ſirſt payment 
from the ſubſcribers to your liſt? Min 2 | 
From many, but not all. A 12 
= ns at e Withdrew, 
Mr. Boyd's 1 ter to the right honourable William Pitt, Kc. 
Ke. dated Sackville-ſtreet, November 24th 1795, olaf min 
a preference to the negotiation, for the Loan, was geltend 
in to the Commitice and read, aud is inſerted in Appetdix, 
„ Pas 3 RT OR ILY 1, OR LR 


Ventrie, 18* die Decembvis 1393. 
Mr. MORGAN again called in, and examined. 


N Explanation to my anſwer yeſterday, relative to completing 
the firſt" ſtage of my liſt for feen millions, I mean to (ay, 
that the liſt was actually concluded on the 'Pueſday, but on $4 
turday the 3ſt I had not received the anſwer I expected; and 
finding that my liſt got very forward, I was under ſome appre- 
henſion that I ſtrould have but very little room in caſe the offer 
I had mem ioned ſhould be accepted, and thorefore I ſtopped ſe- 
ting down names, and made known to the people that I was fo 
fituated that I could not ſet down any more till Lhad received the 
anſwer which I was hourly in expectation of, The verbal appli- 
cations that were made to me:I anſwered in that manner; and to 
thoſe that I had received letters from (which were in great num- 
bers) EF made known publicly at Garraway's, on Saturday the 
31ſt of October, that the letters I then received were not to be 
conſidered as agreed to by me---that if the anſwer I received 
ſhould not engage the ſub{cription, which: I expected, that then 
I ſhould immediately fill up my liſt from the letters, and from the 
applications as they firſt came to me- JI at that time con- 
ndered my liſt complete, or nearly fo, by one or other of the 
means. 8 
On reflection, I am of Opinion that it is improper for me to 
deliver in my lift in any manner, ſealed or not fealed, becauſe 
the public are novinteretted therein, nor concerned in any reſpect 
with rexard to the forming of it, or the names that may or ma) 
not be inſerted in it, becauſe I was vot allowed to act upon it; 
and moreover, if 1 had been allowed to have come to a bidding, 
it would not have been a queſtion to me wherher I had a lit, or 
how it was formed, or who was in it; but before my propofal 
could be received, I ſhould be queſtioned reſpecting my fecurity 
for making the depoſit, and I ſhould, according to my intenti015, 
have made dnown, that 1 ſhould have depoſited at the Hank 3, 01 
4, or 300 O. or whatever more might have been! cequired ; 1 
could have gone to any thing; and that alſo I UN NI 
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preparcd, with, other ſecurity, perſonal, if it ſhould have been 
required. F wiſh to remark, that what I was to have obtained 
was a Loan by being the higheſt bidder. _ - | 
36, Are you poſitively determined to refuſe giving in your lit 
io the manner you yeſterday propoſed ? 
At preſent I am, 3 
37. When may the Committee expect your final determination 
on that polat, if they ſhould judge it important to have it 
delivered in? 7 
Ii is impoſſible for me to anſwer that; I have made up my 
mind, conſidering that the public are not intereſted in che Lilt, or 
concerned in any manner whatever. | 
38. If the Committce ſhould expreſs to you, that they are of 
opinion that the public are intereſted in your giving in the lift, 
would you then deliver it in? 
The queſtion being objected to, the wirnels was directed to 
withdraw. | ** i 3 
And being again called in, he was acquainted, that the Com- 
mittee had come to a reſolution, That it is of eſſential import- 
ance to the public that he ſhould deliver in his LR, 
And he was aſked ; | 
39 Will you produce your lift in conſequence of this reſolutioa 
of the Committee? Z 
With all deference to the opinion of the Committeę I wiſh not 
to de it, becauſe the, liſt, and the purpoſes for which it was 
formed, were at an end before the day for completing the liſt, 
namely, the day before the bidding, at which time I was to re- 
ceive names from many gentlemen; and I wiſhto add, to eſtabliſh 
that truth, I have no objection to make a private communication 
of the names to the Secretary of the Treabay: 5 „ 
os Are you poſitively determined not to deliver in your 
lt ? : 2 5 | . 
No, by no means, it is now ſealed up, in the manner it was 
yeſterday ; and after the explanation I have given, 1 will comply 
with the reſolut on of the Committee. | 
Then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in, he was acquainted, that the Com- 


mittee were of opinion, that he be deſired to deliver in his liſt | 


fur the in ſpection of the Committee. | 

Whereupon the witneſs replied, that he ſhould comply with 
the requiſition of he Commitee. 

Aud being further examined; 

He was aſked, | | 
47. Upon what points did yen communicate with the ſubſcri- 
ers, between the time of opening the liſts and the meeting of 
the ſubſcribers, which you * mentioned, and what paſſed 
generally on the ſu ject? 

The conver 8 neta ly with individaats, clative to 
being ad e cn the lills; as to any other topics they were 
merely accidental, and I can give no 2c-:ount of them. 


2. Having 
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42. Having ſaid that you had communicated with ſome of the 
ſubſcribers, the impreſſion on your mind that there would be 
no competition for the Loan, were there any of the ſubſcribers 
upon your liſt from whom you had received money, to whom you 
did not make this communication ? | 

Undoubtedly, abundance, with whom I had no communication 
on the ſubject. 

43. Had you received ſuch conſidential information, on which 
you thought you could rely, only from one perſon, or from more 
than one — th 4 3 

From one and the ſame; but it was always the common 
rumour. * 

44. Do you ſtill remain of opinion, not to mention the name of 
that perſon, from whom you received ſuch confidential infor- 
mation? Fa 

- Certainly I do—And I think it would be extremely improper 
for me to do it, without firſt communicating with him, and having 
his conſent ; becauſe it may probably lead to ſome other perſou 
of whom I know nothing. N 

45: Will you mention, whether there were any circumſtance: 
in that perſon's lituation, that induced you to think the infor- 
mation more authentic, than the general rumour you have mc«- 
tioned ? | 

No circumſtances. . | | 

46. What were your reaſons for thinking you could particula:ly 
="; on the information you had received from that perſon ? 

4 ecauſe I knew him to be a true honeſt man, fully to be con- 
ed in. 

47. Had you any reaſon to think that he had any particularly 

authentic means of information? | | 

| FOO his telling me he had that information, and that I might 
rely on it. i ; 

48. Did he ſay he had the information from Mr, Boyd, from 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, vr from any other particular 
perſon or perſons that he mentioned ? _ | 

He never mentioned the Chancellor of the Exchequer, nor Mr. 
Boyd—he certainly mentioned a perſon in the city from whom he 
had the information, the name of which perſon I ſhould wiſh to 
GE giving without his leave—that perſon I do not know per- 

nally. | 


49. Have you any objection, if the Committee ſhould require 


it, to aſk leave of thoſe two gentlemen to mention their names 
to this Committee ? | | 
One I do not know ; neither do I know that he is acquainted 
or has knowledge of the information being given to me—the 
other I can have no objection to aſk. | ind al ON 
50. When you were inf armed, that the perfon with whom you 
arc not acquainted had declared that Mr. Boyd was to hare the 
Loan, did you know of any circumſtance: belonging to that po 
| 69915 | | ) 
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ſon, which led you to think that he had the means of authentic 
information on'the N CO | | 
I did believe ſo; from his acquaintance with ſome of Mr, 


Bay's Pry ; F 2 12 1 
51. When the information was given to you, was it mentioned 
to you on what ground that perſon, whom you did not know, had 
formed his opinion that Mr. Boyd was to have the Loan? 
Becauſe he was told ſo—that was mentioned to me. 

2. Was it ſaid, by whom it was told fo ? "> 

140 not know that ever he communicated that to my friend 

that ſpoke to me—T do not recolle ct ever hearing it. 

3. Then you never heard from whom by name, that per- 
ſon, whom you do not know, had his information on the lab 
b I never heard that he had ever ſaid any name. 

54. As you faid yov had heard Meffrs. Boyd were conſtantly 
:fured of having the Loan, were any perfons named from whom 
they had had that aſſurance ? | ay | ; 

{ always underſtood that they felt themſelves confident of 
having it; and ſo I conftantly had the confidential information, 
and it agreed with public fumour—when' I, [id Meſſrs. Boyd 
were aſſured—T meant they were confident. e e | 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 

And being again called in, he was acquainted, that the Com- 
mittee had come to a reſolution, that he be deſired to aſk the 
friend he has mentioned, from whom he had received the confi- 
dential information, whether he has any objection that his name 
ſhould be mentioned to the Committee. 

Then the witneſs was further examined, and aſked; © 53 

55. Was there any general condition which you made with the 
perſons whom you received as ſubſcribers to your ht ? : 

The general condition was, not to be in any other lift. 

56. Was there any other general condition but that ? 

Nor to part with any of their ſubſcriptiov, but on the ſame 
conditions, to be declared and obſerved by the perſons to whom it 
was diſpoſed of. ET = 

57. Was it not a condition made by you with thoſe who were 
received in your lift, that they ſhould advance to you the whole 
or part of the depoſit ? 

It was not a general condition, although it was to ſome parti- 
cular perſons. 

58, How much was thoſe particular perſons required to ad- 
Vance to you; | 

5 per cent. | 

59. According to your recollection, when did you firſt receive 

rances of 5 per ecnt. from any of your ſubſcribers ? 

| really do not recollect, but my banker's book will ſhew. . 

bo. Was any received to your e previous to the agih 
e October, when you made it public to form your liſt ? 


No. 
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No. "5 0” 
61. Did you continue to receive thoſe advances of 5 per c, 
up to the time when you was at the mecting in Dowuing-lre::, 
on Wedneſday the 25th of November 2 
as apprehend ſome little payments were made about that 
me. | | 
© 62. Did you at any time, beſure the 25th of November, con. 
termand thoſe payments? _ "par? iT | 
I never 45750 generally for an advance of 5 ger cent. or any 
other ſum To ſome perſons, as I have ſaid, bctore, when they 
applied to me to be admitted on the liſt, in order that 1 might be 
perfectly ſafe, I have agreed foto admit them upon paying in 
5 fer cent. — In many cafes agents applied to me on the _bchilt of 
perſons I was not perfectly, or not ſufficiently, acquainted with, 
and on ſuch occaſions I always ſtip ulated ſor paying the money in, 
to make me perſectly eaſy AI had another object alſo, of railing 
a certain ſum to be ready to be applied as a ſecurity for th: 
performance of the coutratt, and which I ropoſed to lodge in the 
hands of the chief caſhier of the Bank ed for that pur- 
poſe, and on that acoount 1 applied to ſome of my particular 
friends to pay in ſuch money as they could conveniently ſpare ; 
and I had fo raiſed near 300,000l, and I had, at the Jame time, 
upwards, 70,0001. af my own at the bankers ; and then when! 
had fuch monies raiſed, upon ſome applications being made i» 
me, if I wiſhed them to pay in money, I did tell them that | 
conſidered it unneallary, thinking I had a ſum ſufficient, ba: 
defired them to be prepared in caſe I ſhould bave eccalion 10 
call for them——where I made it a condition I never count 
manded. | 825 ö 
63. Was the condition that you ſubſcribers ſhould not bc in 
any other liſt, general? 5 
No---vot completely general, _ _ oy OWE a 
, A printed paper being ſhewu to the witneſs, and read, as fc. 
ows, 


Sir, * 
« ] deſire to ſubſcribe in the lift you are forming for the 
„ intended Loan - _.. ,,, thauſand pounds om”; 


« and J promiſe and engage to make the depoſit, ang 30: i 
c have any concern or intereft, directly or indirectiy, in at, 
other litt; and that no perſon ſhall have any. part or . 
» tereſt in my ſubſcription, but on the ſame conditions “ 
« be declared and obſerved.” 


He was aſked, I 
64. Was that the form which you required your ſubſcrivers (c 
ben? 


Not generally this was the form of a printed letter which 
we made uſe of, when we were forming our liſts for the parp0* 


of bidding for the Loan of 1794, and of which J bad ſome 
a ' | 65. Wil 
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. 63, Will you mention what deſcription of perſons they were 
whom you exempted from the condition ſpecified in this printed 
aper! f 
f They were of two deſeriptions, ſuch as the Bank Directors, on 
the one hand, and gentlemen that, I ſuppoſed and knew from their 
character, knowing my. conditions, would not offer themſe}ves to 
be in my liſt it they were in any other. 

66. Did you communicate to thoſe perſons n bon vou re- 
quired the candition, that there were others that you had cxempred. 
or meant to exempt irom thein,? 

No certainly not L never thought it neceſſary—l had the 
entire management of that buſineſs. 

67. Is it to be underſtood, therefore, that a perſon who ſub- 
{-ribed one of;thole printed papers, had no reaſon given him to 
think that any of your {ublcubcrs Was not laid under the ſame 
conditions? 

never entered into any reaſon— I never ſent thoſe printed 
papers; they lay at the bar at Garraway's, and thoſe who choſe 
filled them up and directed them for me. 

68. Did you require the conditions, contained in the printed 
letters, from any perſon to whom, you did * lend or sine thoſe 
letters ? 

I did. | 

69. When you made your intention $9,0pen a lift public, did 
you declare the conditions on which you meant to receive ſub- 
ſcribers, and if you did, were thoſe conditions the fame with 
vioke ſpecified in the printed paper? 

I did, as the applications were made to me, and where! thought 
it was neceſſary, 

, Did youexprelly ↄffer to any gentlemen, that hey mould 
be ſubſcribers without being bound to the canditions contained in 
the printed paper ? 

None that I recolle&—1I. do. not ,reenlle& one; but where I 
tought i it unneceſſary I never mentioned it but I wiſh it may 
«ways be underſtood, that I never required it or expected i it from 
the Bank Directors. 

71. Vou mentioned yeſterday, that you had communicated to 
ſome reſpetable gentlemen that you intended to open a liſt, and 
propoſing io them to take a ſhare, if they thought proper; did 
thole gentlemen, wen you received an anſwer from them, accept 
that propoſal ? 

They did not, 

72, Have you any objeQion to mention \ who thoſe genilemen 
were? 

Certainly J have, upon the general 3 that I think it 
improper for me, as a confidential agent, do lay who is or who 1s 
not in the liſt and now I would beg to obſerve, it occurs to me 
that tubmütting my banker's * will in | pact diſcloſe the 2 


* 
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of ſubſcribers, and which I was not aware of, and therefore ho 
the Committee will be ſatisfied with my producing the firſt and 1a} 
dates ef payments by the ſubſcribers, 

73. Have you any objection to aſk thoſe gen:lemen if her 
would conſent that you ſhould diſcloſe their names to this Com. 
mittee, ſhould the Committee think proper to require ic; 

I have, upon the ſame general principle. | 

74. When you communicated to thoſe gentlemen your inten- 
tions of opening a liſt, and made them an offer to take a ſhare in 
it, did you ſtate to them the reaſons you have mentioned to the 
Committee, that you had for thinking that Meſits. Boyd were to 
Have the loan ? | " | 

No. | 
75. Did they, in their anſwer, mention that circumſtance as 
ne motive, or among their motives, for declining your offer! 

on 

76. Have you any objection to ſtate what reaſons they gave for 
declining your offer ? | 

It is not in my power do not recollect. 

77. When you firſt went into the city and met Mr, Johnſon, 
was it for the expreſs purpoſe of talking about the loan, and by 
ſpecial appointment? | 

N 


o. 

78, Did Mr, Johnſon, when he communicated Mt. Angerſtein's 
opinion, ſay he had Mr, Angerſtein's authority for fo doing ? 

He neve: mentioned his authority——bat I had no doubt of it. 
16 5 Was any ching ſaid to you to diſſuade you from making a 

? 8 TREES | 

No, | | | | 

80, Did you enquire as to the amount of any ſhare you might 
have of Mr, Boyd's liſt? —- | £ | 

No, 3 
81. Did you conſider all the communications made to you, by 
the Governor of the Bank, in the various converſations you had 
- with him e ſpecting the loan, as official communications? 

I did, all thoſe which I have (ated, | 

982. Did you, on your ſceing the Governor of the Bank in che 

city, after his return from that vifit to Downing Street, when you 
expected to meet on the loan, receive any other communication 
of any fort from him, but as to tie amount of the loan, vx. 
eighteen millions? 

Yes ; that it was to be iſpofed of by public competition. 
83. Then is it to be underſtood that you received no other ih- 
formation or communication whateyer from the Governor of the 
Bank on that day, but as to thoſe two circumſtances, viz. the 
amount »f the Loan (eighteen millions,) and the competition ? 

I do not reculle& any other official communication. . 
84. Have you any objection to ſtate what other e 


- 
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paſſed between'yon, ani the Governor of the Bank, relative to 
the Loan, ſubſequent to that viſit, and antecedent to your going 
to Downing Street to bid for it? s 

On that day I had other converſation with the Governor of the 
Bank. 

85. Have you any objection to ſtate that converſation ? 

Only upon the general principle that it alluded to my lift. 

86. Did the G-»vernor of the Bank, in the whole of that viſit, 
diſtinguiſh to you, thoſe circumſtances, which he communicated 
to you officially, from what you conceive to be a confidential com- 
munication ? bine | 

He did, 1 

87. Did you, after communication of- the Loan being for the 
amount of eighteen millions, communicate that alteration to the 

ſubſeribers upon your lift ? 

] did not—it did net concern them. 

$8. Did you underſtand any of the different modes, in which 
the Loan was to be arranged as to the funds ? 

I did. 

89. From whom had you that information? 

The Governor of the Bank. 

go. On what day ? 

I have no note of the day; but it was at ſeveral different times 
mentioned to me, having been at firſt propoſed to have ſome par: 
in the 4 per cent. but afterwards I was aſked if I had any objections, 
that it ſhould be in the 3 per cent. conſolidated, reduced, and long 
annuities, 

91. When was your laſt communication with the Governor of 
th: Bank on this ſubject? 

do not recolle& any after Monday. 

92. When you went to Downing Street on Wednefday the 
4 of November, were you then prepared to make a final 
offer? 

If it had been ſo propoſed to m. l was always prepared. 

93. If you had made your offer, ſhould you have expected a 
decided anſwer ? 

This was not the day for making the offer; but when I was 
there, if I had been invited to make an offer, by fair competition, 

I ſhould not have heſitated a moment, and I ſhould have expected 
a decided anſwer. 

94. Would the poſſibility of an Auſtrian Loan, and the proba- 
bility of funding hve millions of Navy Debt have made any con- 
lderable alteration in your terms? 

Not any—my mind was made up to thoſe objects. 

F. Had you reduced your propoſals to writing? 

0, 


96. Do you, as a a man of extenſive practice and rence, 
ink, that the poſſibility of this Auſtrian Loan, and the fund- 
12 ing 
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ing Five millions, would make any alteration on the price cf 
tocks? is 1 

When the Auſtrian Loan was actually tocome forward it wouls, 
but if the queſtion! goes to my opinion, reſpecting the influenc- 
that poſlibility would have upon me upon that day, I can anſwer 
not the lcaſt, becauſe I conſidered it as a matter utterly, impoſiible, 
from my knowledge of the ſituation of the money affairs of ti, 


country. 


Withdrew. 


„ —_ K 


— 


Sabbati, 1 9 die Decembris 1795. 
Mr. MORGAN again called in, and examined, 
| 97. WkKar do von underſtand by the phraſe, in your for- 


mer evidence, of * officially communicated to me by 
the Governor of the Bank:“ | us 

Every thing that he thought neceſſary, and did communicate 
to me relative to the Loan, and to the intentions of the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer. N 

98. Did he flate to you preciſely, on all and each of theie 
points, that he had the Chancellor of the Exchequer's directions 
ſo todo? / 

He never mentioned he had any directions to ſpeak to me iu 
particular; but he mentioned he thought it bis duty to tell me 
of thoſe particular that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
always ſaid, Competition; but at the communication on Monday 
the 23d of November, when he ſent for me after his return fron 
Downing Street, he then told me, that he had put the queſtiou 
particularly to the Chancellor of the Exchequer relative to the 
competition, and that he had an{wered, ,*< Moſt certainly.“ and 
then he acquainted me the amount of the Loan would be 4. oa 
millions, I think he ſaid, © at the leaſt,” —and officially told me, 
we were to attend ou the Wedneſday following in Downing Street, 
at twelve clock. 

99. Did the Governor of the Bank at any time ſtate to you, 

that he was expreſsly charged by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer 10 give this, gencral information to all who applied to him! 
I do not recollect there ever was a word of the kind; not th:t 
he was directed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to tell {any 
body except reſpecting the attendance in Downing Street—that 
was mentioned as from the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

100. At the interview, in which you learned the amount of the 
Loan, on Monday the 2 3d, did the Governor of, the Bank then 
tate to yon, that he was charged by the Chancellor of the owed 

| PETE OS Ye tt? quer, 
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quer, to/inform you of the amount of -the Loan as well as the 
tne of attendance in Downing Street:? 

No, | F 
101. If you took a Loan on certain conditions from the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and an attempt was made aiterwards to 
violate any of thoſe conditions, ſhoall you think it incumbent on 
ron, on behalf of yourſelf, and the ſubſcribers on your lit, ro 
remonſtrate againſt any ſuch violation ? 

It would depend on waat aiteration was made, and whether or 
not then it would be worth my While or not to agree i tbe new 
terms. 7 

Queſlion repeated; 17 | 

It I thought it was hurtful to my bargata, I ſhauld certainly 
remonſtrote againſt it. | * | 

102. Vou have ſtated, in reply to a converſation with the Go- 
veru.r of: the Bank, that you ſhould do your utmoſt zo be well 
prepared for competition, but if you were preciuded, it would 
not be your fault; what do you mean by that? I 

I mean in reſpect to not having an opportunity of biddiag,, 

103. What do you mean by being well prepared for com- 

ention ? 
| mean, generally, being prepared in my liſt and money. 

og. Do you mean not to be prepared at all, as to the terms 
von 1atend to offer? = 

I could not poſhibly be prepared, or rather have fixed on the 
terms, till the time for making the offer; becauſe the terms mutt 
in ſome degree be governed, or have fefetence to the market 
price, | 
105. What do you mean by the market price? 

The market price of the funds, at the nearett time of bidding 
—[ would remark, that at the ſormet tune thit I have attended, 
ipecial meſſengers arrived from the city wath, the prices of th! 
Cay, _ | | p | , 

106. From your recollection of the actual ſtate of affairs 1 — 
that time, and a former Loan tranſaction, what do you appre- 
hend would be the difference between the offers hkely ta be made 
by cach of the parties who came to that bidding: * 

There can be no compariſon, in my mind, with geſpect to for- 
mer Loans, becauſe circumſtances cannot be ſuppoſed to be pre- 
cilely the ſame; and with regard to other perſ uns“ intentions of 
b1dding for this Loan, chat I was totally unacquainted with, os 
vith their preparation to qualify them to bid. 

199, Have you any means of proving, if the Cammittec {aquld 
7equire it, the precile terms you had decided to offer og the weer 
nciday when you atiended in Downing Street ? Food 

It is impoſſible I ſhould bave any body who cu come to 


” 1 
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108, Did you fully underſtand the propoſition, at the time jt 
was made to you, for the qualified bidding ? 

I underſtood that the half per Cent. was to be in favour of the 
higheſt bidder—there was no other miſunderſtanding —At the 
meeting at the Chancellor of the Exchequer's, on 'Wedne{day 
following, the 2d of December, that was fally explained, 

109. Did you, after the qualified bidding was offered on Wed. 
nelday the 25th, couſider your determination, not to be a bidder, 
under the terms and conditions then offered, as final ? 

I declared it was utterly impoflible for me to bid under ſuch 
reſtrictions. 

110. If you had taken a large Loan, on what you conſider the 
general known principles of ſuch tranſaction, and immediately 
afterwards, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhould think it ex- 
pedient to make another Loan, in what manner would you act? 

I certainly ſhould remonſtrate againſt it; but in my mind it is 
impoſſible ſuch a thing ſhould happen. 

111. At what period of the Loan ſhould you think yourſelf not 
entitled to make fuch remonſtrance ? 

When it appeared not to be an injury to the parties for whom 
I acted. 

112. Can you ſtate that preciſe period ? 

When it happens I could ſtate it. 

113. Would it be at a period when half the payments of the 
Loan were made ? 

I cannot fix any time; meaning this, that I ſhould not think of 
making any remonſtrance merely for the purpoſe of obſtructing the 
operations of Government. 

114. Do you think that a new Loan taking place before half 
the payments on the antecedent Loan were made, would be prc- 
Judicial to the ſubſcribers to the firſt Loan ? 

Undoubtedly, upon the general principle that the preparations 
for a new Loan generally afte& the funds. 

115. Should you at that moment think it neceſſary to remon- 
ſtrate ? | 

Surely I ſhould. 

116. Should you think it neceſſory to remonſtrate at any ſub - 
1 period, as when only three quarters of the Loan had been 

aid? 
F Surely ; but with reſpe& to myſelf it would depend on the ap- 
plications made to me by the holders, as having beta the agent in 
contracting for the former Loan. 

117, Would not any proportion of the capita! of the firl: 
Loan, that was left undiſcharged, be affected by the ſubſequent 
Loan? 

In common with all the funds. | | ; 

118. You have ſtated, in your preceding evidence, that in 2 
former Loan you put ſeveral queſtions to the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, will you produce hem with the anſwers ? _— 
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I have neither. I never had any of the papers, or copies of an 
of the letters or 12322 remain with me, when acting "with 
Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Angerſtein—they always remained with 
Mr. Johnſon. 

119. Were thoſe queſtions reduced to writing ? 

Yes. 

120. After you and Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Angerſtein had taken 
the Loan, if the Chancellor of the Exchequer, antecedent to the 
payments on, that Loan being completed, had brought forward 
any other Loan, ſhould you have thought he had acted fairly and 
honourably between you and the public ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer did, and we never made any 
complaint, 

121. Are you of opinion, that at whatever period the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had brought forward that ſubſequent Loan, 
you would have been of the ſame opinion? 

Certainly not. 

122. Can you ſtate the preciſe time when you mould have 
thought it jufttfiable for the Chanecllor of the e = to have 
brought forward that Loan ? 

No. 

123. What time of che year did you and Mr. Johnſon and Mr. 
Angerſtein make the contract? 

The beginning of February, and the laſt payment was to be 
made on the 13th of January, 1795, but the Journals of the Houſe 
= 14. Its 

When was the firſt payment of as new Loan, made by 
Mets, Boyd and Co. for the year 179g, to take place? 

do not know. 

123. Did you eparchend * we new t Loan affected e 
payment? 

it affected all the funds. 

126. Did you make any remonſtrance.0n that account? 

I never thought of it. 

17. Did you form = liſt to be competitor for that Loan of 

15. b 


= You have ſtated, that the Goverror of the Bank informed 
zou of 2 money tranſaction to the amount of . god, ooo, that 
had taken place betwcen the Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
bir, Boyd; did the Governor of the Bank enn of ſt 'T ranſac- 
tion as of his own knowledge? 

He did not ſpeak of it as of his own knowledge, or not of his 
ban knowledge; but he ſpoke of it as a tranſaction notorious, 
nd which every body khew. | 

a Do you know of this tran ſaction? 

m_ but by report. 

=. ave you any objection to ftate the whole e 
wan the Governor of the Bank on that ſubject ? , 

have 
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I have already ſtated the whole that paſſed. 

131. Were any other perſons mentioned in this converſati g 
beſides the Chancellor of the Exchequet and Mr. OE ? 

— that I recollect. 

2. Did the Governor af the Bank explain to you, how yog 
wou ale be tricked ? 

No otherways, than that he had doubts/about the competition; 
and that it appeared to me, that he thought the Loan . would be 
given to Mr. Boyd, and that as con Py to the general 
opinion and rumour. 

133. Did you, at the time vou OY to in December 1: "04, 
when you intended ta be a campetitor for the Loan'of 1795, nt 
know, that there was an utter impoſſibility of the firſt payment of 
theinew:;l.dany berg requrred to be made prior 19 tlie 13th of 
January,” hen the laſt payment of the former Lean was to be 

made? THIGH 29147 

I knew no payment could be made before th e Parliament had 
voted it. dis Dos 1737 If? 7 4 17 

134. Are you not e, hath in the he. of the two: laſt u ware; 
there was not a ling e inſtance of the firttpayment of the Loan tor 
the ſervice of the year being made, till ſome months ſublequect 
£0 tie lat payment bf the preceding Loan 

I am cot aware of it, nor have it in my memory A have madc 
no reference of any fort whatever to thoſe objects. | 

tg. Having ſtateg ye, to be a man of experience, har! 
you no recollection of what paſſed, during either of the tw lad 
wars,: with reſpett to the payments onLams? nn nod 7 | 

J canvot r collett about the payments widhout I wi to rect 
back ; but I never heard of a preference on any aceount hatte, 
and) partibularly with 1egard th Cutteni.and practice, whether fer 
was wrote up m the Bank, or not. 

136, Do you believe there exiſts an inſtance, previous ton b 
lat Loan, of andepoſit being ade on a Loa 5 8 1 to the lai 
Pay ment on the preceding Loan ? 

IL cant pofiiive ly recollet a bother there v or was pot ui. 
out reference, but I remember that the Loan for the ſervice of 
the year 1762 came forward carly. 

1370 'Dogfbu not recoHe&"that the de poſit in 1762 wos made 
on the apt December, and; that ar _ e N 
ing Loan was made in October 2. $64 02951396 2534 

-.iLdonotdcctdleft;;! {rd : c 2005 bid © br , 

138. Have you wm your r liſt with you, in w conſequer © 
_whar mater. a nog 6 1 10 1 

bare f 120 3 

139. Will you now deliver in your är 18 

I have the ſame objectian 10 ſtate to the Committee, that I am 
not inclined to deliver in the lift, and do not think in) ſelf juit- 
ſied ſo to do, without the conſene of the parties for whom it vas 


intended that I ſhould have offered for the Loan, upleſs it 19 18 
compl1ai.ce 
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ecmpliance with the poſitive order of this Committee, and which 
it is not in my power to reſiſt, if ſuch is the order: and alſo be 
cauſe Loans brought in that manner by competition are not liable 
to any ſuſpicion of waſte of the public money, or to any ſeru- 
tiuy into the diviſion thereof. 


145. The Committee having yeſterday communicated to you a 


- 


reſolution, containing a decided opinion, that ĩt was important to 
the public your liſt ſhould be produced, have you * Ae the 
perl: ns, whoſe conſent you think neceſſary to the production of it, 
on the ſubject ? 

1 have had no opportunity. | 

141, Will you conſult thoſe perſons, and how ſoon may the 
Committee expect your anſwer in conſequence thereof? 

If it is the defire of the Committee, I will molt chearſully call 
2 general meeting for that purpoſe as ſoon as poſſible I ſhould be 
ex\remely ſorry if I were to be underſtood to mean to :efuſe it on 
my own account. 

147. The Committee having already expreſſed the opinion be- 
fore alluded to, do you not feel it incumbent on you toendeavour 
to obtain any conſent you think neceſſary for the production of 
the lift ? 

[ will endeavour to do it—Surely I will do it I feel it incum- 
bent upon me to do every thing in my power to comply with the 
withes of the Committee, conſiſtent with the charactet of a con- 
lidential agent. | 

143. Having been deſired by the Committee to conſult the 
friend you have mentioned, as having given you confidential in- 
formation, whether he would give you leaye to mention his name 
to the Committee if they ſhould deſire it, have you conſulted that 
rend, and has he given you ſuch leave? 

| have conſulred him, and have not got his leave: 

144. Can you now. ſtate from your banker's book, or otherwiſ-, 
when the firſt money was paid in by any of the ſubſcribers on your 
lit, as an advance for their part of the Loan, and when ſuch 
pay ments ceaſed ? . | 

The firſt payment was oa the 6th of November, and the laſt - 
on the 25th. | 

145. Was you ever concerned as 2 princigel in contracting for 
a Loan before that of February 1794 

— 2 

145. Did you mean, in your former anſwer, by the words, 
* uterly impoſſible,” that it was impoſſible any Auſtrian Loan 
ſheuld be brought forward in the courſe of the preſent year? 

In my opinion, I certainly did. 

147. Why then did you write that letter, of-the 16th of No- 
vember, to the Chancellor of the Exchequer ? 

[ urote it, becauſe my intention of having a thought towards 
the Loan to the Emperor, ſhould not preclude me from an op- 
portunity of offering for oux Loan, on the ground that I had not 

| Hake | prepared 


- 
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prepared myſelf, and made known my intention, that I would hs 
ready to bid for the Loan under any condition, either poſitive 0; 
eventual, reſpecting any Emperor's Loan. 

148. Did you, on the 16th of November, think ſuch a circum. 
ſtance not improbable? _ | | 

It was much rumoured abroad that there would be ſome fort o- 
proviſion for the Emperor; and on that ground there would be 
no competition for the Loan; and I was induced to write that het 
ter, becauſe I would not be prechided by any eventual propos 
that might be made on that account. | 

Queſtion repeated, Wet | 

I thought it was improbable—T think ſo now. 

149. Why then did you entertain any ſuſpicion that you mig: 
be precluded from bidding for the Loan on that account, when you 
thought the event ſo improbable, and which you declared eller 
day you did not think poſſible? 

From public rumour I entertained the idea, that there might 
be ſuch a propoſal, and that might prevent competition, as it had 
Cone the year before. | 

150. Is it then to be underſtood that you did, at that particu ar 
time, in conſequence of the public rumour, ' ſuppoſe that tbe 
Chancellor of the Exchequer might reſerve to himſelf the right 
of propoſing to Patliament to guarantee a Loan io the Emperor 
in this ſeffion ? 

I certaiuly did, | 

151. Did you not imagine, that if ſuch a propoſal ſhould be 
made to Parhament, which you bave ſtated in your opinion was 
impoſſible, from your knowledge of the fituation of the movey 
affairs of this country, it mult have conſiderably depreſſed the 
public funds ? | h 

When actually made, it is my opinion it would. 

152. You have ſtated to-day, that you cannot prove what 
terms it was your intention to have propoſed to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, in caſe you had been called upon to offer 
terms on the 25th of November; have you any objection to de. 
clare r, what terms you would have offered, if fo called 
upon! 

My opinion would have been governed by reference to the 
market price in the firſt inſtauce; next, the diſp oſition of the 
ublic towards peace I felt that very ſtrongly during the form- 
ing of my liſt; and alſo, I had reaſon to believe, that it was the 
opinion and intention of my ſubſcribers, that I ſhould obtain 
the Loan; and I certaiuly, on that day (meaning Wedneſday 
the 25th) if I had been then called upon, or on Friday, the 
appointed day, ſhould have advanced my price to very near the 
market. | 

153. Will you ſtate, as nearly as you can, the preciſe terms 
that you would have offered on Wednelday the 25th ? 

At 35. 64. Long Annuity, I ſhould have been happy to my 
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» 4. 


vad it; with C. 120 Conſolidated, and 25 Reduced Annuities—T 
always calculated in my own mind the diſcount at about 3 per 
Cent. 

154. Had you it in contemplation to offer thoſe term on 
the 25th of November, if you had been called upon to a com- 
etit ion? | | 

all not that in contemplation, nor any other terms, as, I 
did not expect to be called upon on that day. | 

„ Knowing what the market prices on the 25th of Novem- 
ber were, and that Meſſrs. Boyd and Meſſrs. Melliſhes were the 
other bidders, what are the terms that you would have offered 
had you been called upon on that day, as nearly as you can now 
gate the ſame? 

The witneſs delivered in the following ſtatement: 


1. 138 - C 3 
25 663 r 16 13 9 
3/5 Long Annuity 12 3 49 
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I have taken notice, that the reference to the market price, 
and the diſpoſition of the public towards peace, would have go- 
rerned my mind in fixing my prices, and allo the conſideration of 
the Stock market at the time ; and would have weighed in my 
minds the ſtate of the market ſuch as is likely to advance, and 
ſo advance my contract, to ſtand at the then preſent price, or to 
tall—and I was firmly of opinion on that day, that the ſpecu- 
lations had been very greatly for the fall; and therefore I was 
iuſtthed to believe tha: there would be a riſe, which would advance 
the premium of my contract. 

156. If the Chancellor of the A ap oe had expreſsly reſerred 
to himſelf the right to propoſe an Auſtrian Loan in the courſe of 
the preſent ſeſſion, would that have made any, and what differ. 
ence in the terms of your offer on that day ? 

No. -I would with to add, that J declare I had an expeQation 
that ſomething of that buſineſs would have been mentioned, and 
when the Chancellor of the Exchequer begun by ſaying, that he had 
lone communication to make, I really expe&ed it to be relative 

to the Auſtrian Loan, — I had that ſubjeR all along on my mind, 
and had prepared myſelf with this paper in on fe „ and which I 
had then in my pocket, which I meant to have preſented to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, if there had been any opening, or 


any neceſſity for it. 
23 Then 
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Then the ſaid paper was delivered in and read, as follows : 


« Declaration to the contractors, from the right honour. 
„able the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

« That circumſtances may make it neceſſary, and Par ia. 
« ment may agree to guarantee a further Loan to be raiſed in 
„ England for his Majeſty the Emperor, in that caſe, the 
* contractors for our Loan, and their liſt of ſubſcribers, 
6 ſhall be entitled to have the contract for the Loan for the 
« Emperor, Whatever it my be, on the terms and condi. 
tions heresfter to be ſettled; and agreed with the right ho- 
„ nourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Or, that eit 
it to be. underſtood by the comrattors, that there is no 
«« reſtraint reſpecting any aſſiſtance that Parliament may 
* think proper to give his Majeſty the Emperor.” 


And the witneſs ſaid, 

I meant to have preſented this paper to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, as the declaration which it might- be ſuitable tor 
him to make, 1 

157. At what period did you begin to think, from your know- 
ledge of the ſituation of the money affairs of this country, that 
an Auſtrian Loan in the preſent year was utterly impoſſible? 

I cannot recolle& exactly; perhaps about the beginning of 
October, or perhaps the latter end of September. 

158. Did you think it utterly impoſſible on the 25th of No- 
vember ? 

I did. | 

159. Did you on the 16th of November? 

Yes—my opinion on that day was alſo the ſame; but till there 
might be a reſerve for a propoſal of a guarantee of one to 
Parliament. 

160. Did you on Thurſday, the 26th of November, when you 
firſt heard that Mr. Boyd had made his bargain for the Loan on 
the preceding day, declare to any perſon that you would have of- 
fered the terms which you have before ſlated ? 

NI do not know that J did. | | | 

161. Did you authorize any gentleman ta declare to Parliament 
in your name, that you would have offered more favourable 
terms by two per cent. than thoſe upon which the, bargain had 
been concluded with Mr, Boyd, if you had been permitted to bid 
on that day? 3 | | 

It is very likely I may have faid fo in converſation. As to any 
ſormal authority, I know nothing of that. _ 

162. Did you make any offer to that effect to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, between Wedneſday the 25th of November, 
* Monday the 7th of December ? = 


163. Did 
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163. Did you make an offer by a letter addraſſed to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and read in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, at your requeſt, on Monday the 7th of December, to 
take the Loan at two ſhillings in the Long Annuity lefs than was 
agreed to be given io Meſſrs. Boyd and Co.? 

Id, OE Il 5 N f +6] 

164. Did you conſider it as a fair offer to the public to propoſe 
to take the Loan on thoſe terms on that day, having dow declared 
that you would have offered ſo much better terms, if you had 
been called upon to bid oa the 25th of November? 

did, becauſe the Chancellor of the Exchequer had made a 
contract at a price which. he conſidered proper and reaſonable ; 
viz. at 64. and 6 d.; and allo, becauſe it would not be proper 
for me unnecefarily to bid a more reduced price after ſuch contr-&t 


was impreſſed on the public mind as moderate and reaſonabie. 
| Withdrew. 


td. 0 4 
” — 


— — 


Lunæ, 219 die Decembris 1795. 


Mr. MORGAN again called in, and examined. 


165. WW 45 not the market price of the Three per cent. Con- 


ſolidated, and the Three per cent. Keduced An- 
nuities, conſiderably higher on Monday the 7th of December, 
than it was on the 25th of November ? | | 
believe it was but I made no reference to any prices what- 
erer. 
166. Did you in point of fat not know that it was ſo? 

[ have no doubt of it. ; 

167. Had not accounts been receired between the 25th af 
November, and the 7th of December of important victories ob- 
tained by the Auſtrians over the French ? 

[ really do not recolle& the day the accounts were received. 

163. What induced you to make the offer contained in your 
letter to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, which was read by 
jour deſite in the Houſe of Commons on the 71h of December? 

| conſidered, that in the arguments that might be brought tor- 
ward en the ſubject, there might be an objection to any new ar- 
rangement, on the ground that it would be impoſſibe on accon nt 
of the early day of payment, and therefore I thought it prudent 
for me to have ſuch a propoſ.-] ready, in caſe fuch an object ion h. 
cccurred, and to ſay that I ſhould have been ready to make th+ 
payment on Thurſday. 

169. Did you make that offer at requeſt of your ſubſcribers in 
general, or any of them? 


It was with the approbation of all of thoſe that I ſpoke to 5 
5 Q 
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the ſubjet which was ſignified by many by their ſigning the 
letter, expreſſing their readineſs to become joint ſecurity wit; 
me. | 
170. Have you any objection to deliver in the copy of that 


letter, which was ſig ned by thoſe who offered that ſecurnty ? 


The letter is cancelled] can't deliver a copy without their 
authority, which I have no objection to aſk——my own letter Ian 
ready to deliver a copy of at any time. 


[Which copy was delivered in to the Committee, and 
read, and is is inferted in Appendix, No. 4.] 


The former queſtion and anſwer being read to the witnefb; 
VIZ, | | 
% Have you any objection to aſk thoſe gentlemen, if they would 
«© conſent that you ſhould diſcloſe their names to this Commitice, 
„ ſhould the Committee think proper to require it! 

To which he anſwered, 

«+ have, upon the ſame general principle.“ | 

171. And the ſaid queſtion being again put to him? 

He defired to explain that anſwer by ſaying, That he has n0 
objection. | 

172. You are therefore defired to aſ the conſent of thoſe 
gentlemen, to diſcloſe their names to the @ommittee ? 

I wall do it. t 

173. You have ſtated in the former part of your evidence, that 
when you contracted for the 1,0an of 1794, you conlidered yout- 
{elf as having made it a condition with the Chancellor of the 
Excheqeur, that there ſhould b- no other borrowing or raiſing ef 
money within that year; did you conſider the Chancellor of t!: 
Exchequer as having entered into an engagement by this condi- 
tion, not to propoſe any further Loan of any fort to Parliament 
in the courle of that year? 

I did propoſe that queſtion, on the ground that L entertain*c 
ſome idea of ſomething to be propoſed for the King of Sardin, 
and no doubt I underſtood there would be no borrowing or raiſiy 
to our prejudice, or the prejudice of our contract — I under 
2 generally that we were not to be injured, and nothing 
elſe. 

174. Did you conſider him as having engaged that no Loan 
ſhould be negociated in the courſe of that year, by the agents 0. 
any foreign powers in alliance with this country? 

: I underſtood that he would not countenance any thing of that 
ind. 

175. Did you conſider him as having engaged to do his utmol 
to prevent it? 0 

That was unneceſſary in my mind, becauſe I conſidered it in. 
poſſible to be done. | | 
175. Did you confider ſuch negotiation without the author 
of Parliament as illegal ? 


I did, 
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did. 

177. Do yon ſtill think ſo? — 

t has been proved otherwiſe there was ſome money raiſed for 
the Emperor. 

178. Did you confider the Chancellor of the Exchequer as 
pledged by this engagement, to prevent any Loan being nego- 
tiated in this country on the part of the government of Ireland, 
in the courle of that year? 

No. / | | 
179. Did any of your ſubſcribers ta the Loan for the year 1794, 
zpaly to you or deſire you to object to the negociation which 
tk place for the new Loan in December 17947 

Not in my recollection—but I would wiſh to remark, that in 
ſneaking of any of the circumſtances reſpecting our proceedings, 
in preparing ourſelves in order to be bidders for the Loan for the. 
(ervice of the year 1795; I doit from memory, and not from re- 
trrence to any documents, for } have not any ot them. 

80. Do you recolle& that Parliament was not fitting at the 
time that that new Loan was negotiated, and that it didjaot meet 
ul! che 21ſt of December? 

! think the negociation was before the meeting of Parliament 
bar! don't recolle& the day the Parliament met. 

18. Had you not every reaſon to be ſatisſied that it was im- 
poſtble, from the forms of proceedings in Parliament, that the 
ir? payment on the new Loan could take place, till the laſt pay- 
ment on the preceding Loan was completed? 

did not conſider any thing at all about it I am unacquainted 
with the forms of Parliament, and for all T am aware,” the Loan 
might be voted in confidence before the ſupplies were brought 
tr ward but I recollect having heard that fome of the contrac. 
tors collected the payments from their ſubſcribers, expecting a 
very early payment on the Loan for 1795. 

192, Do you recollect any inſtance of à Loan voted before the 
lupplics were brought forward ? 

do not- nor Peer other contract being made for a Loan be- 
lore the meeting of Parliament. | | 

123, Will you ſtate your reaſon for not having objected to the 
diaging forward of any new Loan, previous to the laſt payment 
on your contract for the year 1794 ? 

1 4d not conſider that there was any opening for objection, or 
complaint of injury, confidering the Loan of 1794 2: wound 
ud. a 


134, Can you recolle&t what was the amount of the riſe in the 
3 fer cents. from the 23th of November, to the 7th of December 
alt ? | 
bare no tranſactions myſelf to guide me to a recolleRion 
but | really think the price was about 684 on the 7th cf De- 
cemder. 
185. Can 
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185, Can you ſtate what has been the riſe in th:ſe funds ſuce 
the delivery of the King's meſſage on the 8th of December: 
have heard they were as high as 714 or but I have not bee, 
to town lately to enquire, -* | © 

186. You have ſtated, that your opinion of the Cifpcliticn ag 
the public to peace, would have had an influence on your nn 
in the offer you intended to make for the Loan; would not th: 
knowledge that ſuch a meſſage was to be ſent o Parliament, hay; 
influenced itin a much greaterdegree? 

To be ſure it would.— eee | 

187. From your knowledge and experience in the negotiation 
of Loans, can you {tate the time that has v(ually elapſed betucen 
the concluſion of the contract with the Chancellor of the Exch. 
quer, and the bringing it forward for the ſanction of Parlia- 
ment ? | 0 

I can't recolle& without referring back. 

188. When you lated, that in your opinion it was impoſib!e 
another Auſtrian Loan ſhould take place, did you mean that it 
was impoſſible that ſuch a Loan ſhould be propoſed by the Clan. 
cellor of the Exchequer ? b, 44 

I did, and I will add my reaſon—— T hat I conſidered the fo. 
reign "expenditure, and other war drains, had already greatly 
overbalanced the commercial exports, and the gold and filver tat 
was in ſtore, and which is evident by the price of gold the 
foreign coin and bullian at market being exhauſted, I conclude 
that the coin of the kingdom will be — out of circulation; 
in ſuch a ſtate, and conſidering the paymems to be expected on 
the import of corn, for the cargoes of loſſes to neutrals, and tds 
balances to Americans hy treaty, with the foreign expences 0: 
our fleets in the Mediterancan and Weſt Indies, it appeared to 
me utterly impoſſible, that it could be prudent, or thought lat, 
to ſuffer any Loan for the Emperor to be raiſed in England 
There muſt be preſerved a quantity of ſpeeie in ſome proportion 
to the paper in circulation, or there may be great hazard of a3 
abatement of confidence at home, as was the caſe after the con- 
cluſion of the American War, when the Bank very prudenily con- 
fined their accommodations; h 

189. Is it then to be underſtood, that this opinion is founded 
on a belief, that an Auſtrian Loan would ocecaftion ſuch an expor- 

tation of ſpecie as might be dangerous to the credit of the cout 
try under the preſent eircumſtances ? Dad b 

It is my opinion firmly. e eee nee 

190. Wich this opinion, what was your motive for writing 
the ſetter of 16th November, in which you propoſed to treat tor 
ſuch a Loan?  *  * n 

To guard e being precluded from bidding for our 1.04"; 
that was my idea entirely. | EF 4 
191. In ycur converſations with the Governor of the Bank di 


he ever ſtate to you the nature of that money negoti tion tor 
a L. oo 
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J. ooo, ooo, in which he ſaid that Mr, Boyd had materially 
alliſted the Chancellor of the Exchequer 2 — _ 

He mentioned it to me in convertation, as a matter of public 
notoricty, not a ſecret of the Bank, that there had been, this im- 
portant money negotiation by bills, in wich Mr. Boyd was con- 
lde ed to have accommodated the Goyerament,.. or lent the 
money. £589: iz bu? C 
— At the times that the Governot af the Bank expreſſed to 
you hi apinion, that ultimately there would be no competition, 
cid he tate that the afſurances which be had received from the 
Chancell r of the Exchequer, were uniiormly that there would 
be a competition? | . 

did not wnderſand him to Nate the aſſurances of the Chan- 
cclior ot the Exchequer but that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
did ſay conpetition---but the laſt time on Monday, tbe 23d of 
November, it was officially communicated to me as a poſitive 
aſlu ed intention. | | 

193. Did the information vou received from the Governor of 
the Bank, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid Competi- 
tion, confirm you in your intention of becoming a- bidder for the 
Loan? | | = 


It did. 8 | | | 
194. In the official communication, with the Governor of the 


Bank on the 23d of November, bad you any intimation given to 
you, that the competition tor the Loan was. to be qualified by any 
unuſal conditions? | 4 

Not the leaſt. 3 4 | 

195. Has or has it not been uſual to make the contract for the 
bon vot more than two or three days before the opening of the 

udget ? | ; ; 

[ really don't recolle&---but I had it in contemplation to have 
propoſed, if it could have been made convenient to the Chancellor 
0! the Exchequer, to have the contract made in the maruingof the 
| Gay that the Budget would be opened, to prevent improper dealing 
before che reſo ution paſſed the Houſe of Commons. | 

196. Are you of opinion, that the amount of any Loan at 
= for the Emperor, could only be remitted in ſpecie or bul- 
ion? ; s | 

| conſidered it would be an addition to the balance againſt us, 
4 I have explained. 2 | 

197. Do you know in what manner the amount of the laſt 
Loan tothe Emperor was remitted to him ? Am. 

do not UH look to the price of gold only, ei 

1,3. Do yoa or d» you not hold it io be effential; in nature 
ay cftect ot a fair competition, that uo. one of the competitors 
"mg de informed of the terms offered by the reſt, or by any of 

nem; 5 g + 4 
before the bidding II certainly do. | 
199. According to your knawledgte and experience in Os 
: t trant- 
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tranſaction of public Loans, what has been the average amount 
of profit which had been uſually expected and thought ſufficient 
by ſubſeribers to ſuch Loans, as a compenſation bor their ri{ 
a:d trouble? ce 

In my opinion that muſt depend on ci: cumſtances at the tine, 
or the motive that may induce people to be defirous of obtaining 
it this replying to a 9 — of competition--but with re. 
gard to private Loans, the parties endeavour to get the beſt terms 
they can that has been always my opinion -—it has been alway; 
conſidered that a private Lean was expected to be a great 5“ in 
compariſon with one by competition, and on that account I con- 
fidered competition to have been firſt eſtabliſhed. 

200, What do you mean by the circumſtances at the time ? 

Relative to the ſituation of the country at the time regarding 
war or peace. | 

201, Do you mean that, with the public expectation of peac- 
the ſubſcribers would be ſatisfied with a lefs profit, and vic: 
verſa ? ; 

No doubt of it—but I mean no only war and peace, but the 
public opinion, and the price of the funds what I mean by the 
price of the funds is ſuch, as whether they were 80 or 60, or ſuch 
a difference, being higher or lower, muſt make a greater or leſs 
inducement to obtain the Loan, | 

202, Fou have mentioned ſeveral reaſons that induced you to 
believe confidently, that the Auſtrian Loan, which you offered to 
contraCt for, connected with one for the ſervice of this year, would 
be 1njurious to the credit of this country, were theſe in your con- 
templation on the 25th of laſt month, on which day you have 
ſtated your intention of offering to make a contract for the Loan, 
nearly on the exiſting prices of the Stocks, independently of dil- 
count ? 

It was my opinion at that time, that an Auſtrian Loan would 
be dangerous to the credit of the country, and that no ſuch Loan 
would take place, although there was a reſerve for the liberty f 
having one; and I believe other perſvns were of the fame opi- 
nion. 

203. Can you inform the Committee, what premium the Loan 
of February 1795 bore at the time when the preſent Loan was 
contracted for ? 

It cannot be done without taking the price of the different 
parts—there is no dealing in that form—it has ceaſed to be 

onmmium. 

204, What difference would it have made in the terms you have 
Rated you would have offered on the 25th of November, it you 
bad thought there would have been an Auſtrian Loan to the 
amount of three million? | | 

If the Auſtrian Loan had been a certainty, my anſwer would 
be, that the terms would depend on whether that would have been 


a bonus or not from the price ſettled for it. But ſuppoſing — 
conte 
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contrary to my opinion, an Auſtrian Loan, which was reſerved, 
hould hereofter have taken place, I conſidered, if I bad got the 
Loan, that it would come as a bonus,, and not as a matter of any 
rilk to the contraQors or ſubſcribes as to the price. | 

205. Suppoling you had known for certain by information, on 
the 25th of November, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
would have made an Auſtrian Loan for three millions in the courſe 
of the preſent year, and unconnected with the terms of the Engliſh 
Loan, what difference would the knowledge of that circumſtance 
make in the terms of your offer for the Engliſh Loan ? 

I ſhould have been governed by the impreſſion it might make 
on the public mind, which might have changed with reſpect to 
peace, and on the price of the funds. 

206. Would it, in your opinion, have made any confiderable 
difference in the terms which you would have offered for the 
Engliſh Loan ? | 

[fit bad then come firſt forth as a matter of certainty, I ſhould 
have conſidered it as proper to have propoſed, that the bidding 
ſhould be delayed a day or two, to fee the effect it would have on 
the public mind, 

207, What effect do you think it would have had on the publ'c 
mind ? | 
In my opinion it would have tended to have lowered the price 
of the N | | 

208, Have you any other means of judging of the quantity of 
gold and ſilver naw in, ſtore, beſides the preſent market price of 
thoſe commodities ? if 91:40 | 

I have no other means of judging but by the price, and com- 
mon report, 1h 10 | | * * 

ꝛ09. Had the Governor of the Bank ſeen your liſt, and ap- 
proved of it as competent? | 

He had. = — 

210. Were you authorized by your ſubſcribers to ſettle the 
terms of the Loan, for them. on your. own' judgment, whenever 
you ſhould have been preſſed fo to do? | 

It was entirely left to me---I was under no conſtraint. 

211. Why did not you inform your ſubſcribers generally, that 
in your opinion they were not likely to obtain the Loan by com- 
petition ? 

Itwas a matter of public notoriety, which they all knew as 
well as I did. | 

212. Were you acquainted, as a matter of public rumour or 
notoriety, with the neceſſity government had for money about the 
months of October or November? * | 

| had no knowledge but what I had as public rumor. 

213, Are you of opinion, that a Loan for ſuch a ſum as 4 or 
5 millions, might at that time have been negotiated to anſwer any 
Mcfling exigencies ? | 
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There always, in my mind, muſt be ſome time for preparation 
for any Loan I am of opinion it might have been doue, 
214. Were you at that time of that opinion? 

I was. in ee BAD OI IE ob | | 
215. Did you take any in conſequence of that opinion ? 
I wrote to the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the ſubjecl. 

216. Have you an copy of that letter? 


C2 - 


I have. Ne 6 48 
Aud the ſame was delivered in and read, as follows. | 
© 81a, Kenſington Gore, OR. 22, 1795. 


« Under all our difficulties reſpecting money, which are truly 
« alarming, and require the utmoſt attention, caution, and judg- 
« ment, I beg leave to acqueint yoÞ, Sir, that I adhere to the 
« opinion, that the deficiencies of this year, if to the amount 
« of five or ſix millions, may be forthworth raiſed in a 5 per cent 
capital without accumulation, and 1 am ready and equal to un- 
« take it; the payments to be regulated as I can make it fati-- 
« fatory to the Bank of England. | : 

3 I have the honour to be, 

« Sir, & c.. 


I never received any anſwer, or had any communication, or ever 
heard a word reſpecting the ſubject of that letter---and thereſote 
can give no further information. | 

217. Do you conſider it to be the making the contract for 
Loan by which the price of the funds are affected, or the making 
the firſt payment on a Loan ſo contracted for? 

I conſider the contract as the great objeQ---or even the fil 
knowledge of it---the preparations for it naturally affect them. 

| ER _ Withdrew. 


—— 


Martis, 22% die Decembris 1795. 
WALTER BOYD, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 


218. DP" offer yourſclf to contract for the late Loan? 
CS, | F Aid 24k th. 2 
219. Will you ſtate the circumſtances which led you ta make 
that offer, and what paſſed relative.thereto.?__ m5 
It will be needflary to ſtate ſeveral circumitances which. ed 
previouſly to the meeting in Doweing Street on che 25th af No- 
vember, when the Loan was contracted for; and the better to 
explain the whole circumſtances, I ſhall beg leave to read the 
copy of a letter which T wrote to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
on Monday the 23d of November. 
(Which 
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[Which copy was delivered in and read, and is annexed in 
Appendix, No. 5.] 4 | 

To that letter I received an anſwer from Mr. Pitt, appoint- 
ing an interview for the next day, Tueſday, for Mr, Robarts and 
me---that iprterview accordingly, took place, and Mr, Robarts 
aod et. forth the circumſtances upon which we preſumed to ex- 
pect a preference in contracting for the Loan---Mr Pitt ſaid, it 
would be neceſſary for him to conſider atrentively, and. conſult 
{»me perſons” upon the nature of the claim we had ſet up, and 
therefore recommended it to Mr. Robarts and me to commit to 
writing the ſubſtande of What we had ſet forth in converſation; 
and we aceordingly committed ĩt to writing ia our letter dated the 
24th of November ( hic letter is already before the Commit- 
tee.) { Appendix, No. 3.] The meeting in Downing. Street being 
ixed tor Wedneſday the 25th of November, Mr, Robarts and my 
frends and "myſelf attended there; and after 9 ſome time 
in the fame room with Mr, Morgan and the wo Mr. Melliſhes, 
Mr. Robarts and I were fent for into the next room, where we 
found the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Governor and 
Deputy Governor of the Bank-—the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer told us on entering that he had been communicating to the 
Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank the letter which 
we had written to him, and which he had received that morning 
on his return from the Houſe of Commons---ITe ſaid, that he 
did not find the matter free from difficulty, but that he conceived 
4 conſiderable degree of attentiot was due to the claim we had 
{et up---in order to be perfectly ſure that there was no miſtake 
with regard to the offer that T had made for the qualified bidding, 
he aſked me what I underſtood by the half per; cent. on the whole 
ſim to de borrowed---he ſaid, that was the only paſſage in the 
et er which ſeemed to admit of any doubt faid, that I meant 
that my offer ſhould exceed the higheſt offer by LF. 95,000 


that in ſhort my offer ſhould be {.99,000 more valuable to the 


public, I mean to the country, than the higheſt bidding. — The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer then aſked, if the other parties 
kould not conſent to the qualified bidding propoſed, whether we 
would conſent to take the Loan at fuch a'price as ſhoul! be 


fred, in fine, whether we would conſent that he ſhould fix the. 


price of the Loan We ſaid we were very willing to leave the 
bring of the price to him. We then returned to the room where 
Mr. Morgan, the two Mr: Melliſhes, Mr. Salomons, Mr. Gold- 
imid and Mr, Aiſlabie had remain ed- In a hort time thereafter, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the two Secretaties of the Trea- 
ſary, and the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank joined 
u. he Chancellor of the Exchequer afced how many parties there 
ver? that intended to offer for the Loan it was replied that there 
were three parties - Mr. Morgan, Mr. Melliſh, and Mr. Boyd 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that previous to entering 
no the uſual preliminary detai's, it was n<ceffary to ſtate certain 
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circumſtances which had come but recent] y to his knowledge, but 


to which he conceived a confiderable degree of attention was due 
— then he mentioned, that the conttactors for the laſt year's Loan 
thought they had a right to prevent the negotiation of another 
Loan, until the laſt payment upon the Loan of laſt year ſhould be 
made, but that the contractors for laſt year's Loan had propoſcd 
to give up that right, upon condition that there be allowed 
them a certain preference—He then ſaid, that as the het 
mode of explaining the nature of this preference, he would read 2 
paſſage in our letter; and he did accordingly read as follows: 

« We are willing to allow the propoſed Loan ta be expoſed to 
1 competition, upon condition that the option ſhall be expreſsly 
« reſerved to our party of taking the Loan at ſuch a price as ſhall 
« be equal in value to one half per cent. upon the whole ſun 
« borrowed, above the higheſt offer of the competitors.” 

— The Chancellor of the Exchequer then ed Mr. Morgan 
and Mr. Melliſh, if they were willing to make offers on thoſe 
conditions they both N Chancellor of the Exche. 
quer (ſpeaking to Mr. Morgan and Mr. Melliſh) ſaid, perhaps it 
would be neceffary for you to have time to conſider of the pro- 
poſal, and to conſult your friends upon 1t.—Mr. Morgan big, 
that he required no time for conſidering of it, or conſulting his 
friends upon it, for that he never would conſent to it. Mr. Mellih 
ſeemed at firſt inclined to take time to conſider of it, and to conſult 
his friends upon 1t—but upon hearing Mr. Morgan's decided an- 
ſwer, he faid, that he would not require anv time; and he refuſed 
equally the propoſed competition. Then the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ſaid, that he believed thcre was no longer any occahon 
for them, to wit, Mr, Morgan, and the two Mr. Melliſhes, to re. 
main—upon which they withdrew.---And then the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer proceeded to the preliminary details which gene. 
rally precede all negotiation for Loans; wiz. He informed us that 
there might poſſibly be a Loan for the Emperor in the courſe of the 
year 1796, but certainly not to a greater amount than 3 millions 
at moiſt: it was fixed that the laſt payment on the new Loan of 
18 millions ſhould be made on the Fifteenth of December 1796, 
and that no payment on any ſubſequeut Loan ſhould take place 
till after that time: it was aſked by one of my party, whether 
there would be a Loan for Ireland ? The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer could give no aſſurance on that point: The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer informed us, that of the Exchequer bills of the vo'e 
of credit of 1796, poſſibly a million and haf might be brought 
upon the market in the common mode: not more than 5 millions 
of the navy debt would be funded in 1799, andi no part of it beſore 
the 1it of May: then he inſormed us the Loan about to be con- 
trated for might be perhaps 19 millions inſtead of 18 ; hut we 
gave it as our opinion that this ſhould make no variation in the 
terms, becauſe he explained to us, that in this cale tlie exche- 
quer bills, inſtead of two being two millions and a halt, _ 
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only be one million and a half; it was then agreed that the diſ- 
count ſhould be 3 per cent. as uſual, on advances made after the 
zoth of December, and 3 and 4 per cent. on advances complet- 
ing the payments between the 10th and zoth of December: then 
it was mentioned that the reſerves. of the Loan for public com- 
panies ſhould. be the ſame as thoſe laſt year. When all theſe 
details were gone through, and that I had expreſſed to he Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer my hope that he would weigh properly 
the funding of the navy debt, = 2 of an Aura Loan, 
Kc. in fixing the price or the Loan, ſeeing that we bad ſub. 
mitted the matter to his deciſion; then he withdrew with the 
two ſectetaries of the treaſury, and the governor and deputy 
governar of the Bank. The reaſon why I recommended to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to weigh properly the funding of the 
navy debt, and the poſſibility of an Auſtrian Loan, &c. was, be- 
— the mat ter, with regard to the price, was entirely out of our 
hands, ſeeing that it was poſitively agreed that he ſhould fix it. 
In about half an hour or an hour, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, the two ſecretaries of the treaſury, and the governor 
and deputy govemar of the Bank returned to the room where 
they had left me and my party, and then the Chancellor of the 
2 produced à paper, ſtating the price of the Loan as 
ollows, T 
_ 2 * { waking 1451. valued at 65, 

making 941. 58. and 6s, 6d. Long. Ann. valued at 18 4 years 
purchaſe making 6l. os. zd. Total. 100l. 5s. 3d. Which ex- 
ceſs of 5s. 3d. forms a part of the bonus, To theſe terms we 
accede 

220. Lou have ſtated that the 5s. 3d. exceeding the 100l. 
forms a part of the bonus, how was the remainder of the bonus 
made up ? n 

It was made up by the difference between 67 4, which was the 
market price of the 3 per cents and 65, which was the price at 
which they were valued: the diſcount ſorms another part of the 
lexus; it is equal to 2). 14%. per cent. and for ſuch contributors 
« pay up before the 3oth of — 1795, the diſcount will 
be equal to 21. 188. 6d. per cent. by reaſon of there _ a 
quarter per cent. more diſcount upon payments in full, made be- 
tween the 10th of December and the 3oth of December, than upon 
any ſubſequent payments. | 

221, Was there any other bonus? 

I don't recolle& any other, | 

222. You have ſtated the price of the 3 per cents. confol. to 
be 67 1-half on the morning of the 25th of November, when the 
contract was made, did you expect there would be any alteration in 
tie price of that, and the other funds proportionably, in conſequence 
vi the Loan of eighteen millions, the ſtatement of a poſſibility of 
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an Auftrian Loan, and the reſerve of funding five millions of nat: 
debt, when thoſe and the other circumſtances reſpeCting the ge- 
gociation ſhould be known ? TRY 
I certainly did act under the perſuafion, that the addition gf 
eighteen millions of new cebt, the reſerve for the ſunving of the 
navy debt, and the poſhbility of the Auſtrian Loan, would not 
fail to produce an effect on the exiſting funds, and that that cf: 
muſt neceſſarily be a fall. 1 
223. In conſequence of an order of this Committee, a paper, 
intit uled, * Copies of the different liſts of the ſubſciibers to the 


Laa for the ſervice of the year 1796, as ſent into the Bank 5 
* by the contractors for the ſame,” has been laid before the C:m- ( 
mittee, in which paper, it appears that there is ſtanding a very , 
large ſum in the name of Boyd, Benfield, and Co. + you f 
any objection to deliver into this Committee a lift, containing the > 
names of all the perſons, without any exception or reſerve what- , 
ever, who had any ſhare of the ſum ſtanding in the name of the : 
ſaid company? gs, Mt : 
I have no objection. | | c 
: [And he delivered in the lift.] : 
224. Is the ſum of 694,000], which appears to be the amount 0 
e iſtributed by Meſurs. Boyd, Benfield, and Co. the whole fum % 
received by them for their diſtribution ? | ; 
By no means that is cnly, part of the ſum of 1,593,000. A 
no How is the remainder of the ſum of 1,593,006. di. 
ſed of? . -- 
: It belongs to the houſe of Boyd, Benfield, and Co. - 
226. Do you mean to ſtate that that remainder was reſerved fac 
exclutively for the houſe of Boyd, Benfield, and Co, for their own = 
account; or was any part of that diſtributed to other perſous! th, 
For our own account, and no part of it was to be or was di⸗ fas 
triboted to others. | 
227, A further ſum 285,c00l. appears in the liſt in the name 
of Boyd, Benfield, and Co. Was that alſo. reſerved for the houlc, the 
or has any part of that ſum been diſtributed to others? wh. 
That alſo was reſerved for the houſe, and no part of it has been ſho 
diſtributed to others. | F I 
228. A further ſam appears in the liſt of 150,000l. in the . 
name of Waltar Boyd, Junior, Eig. Can you give any account 1 
of the diſtribution of that ſum ? + {tony ſeen 
No—that ſum was given to myſelf. * : 2 
229. Is the Committee then to underſtand, that the ſum 0! loan 
899, Cool. being the difference of the ſum of 694,000. in the ted; 
paper now delivered in by you, and the ſum of 1,593,000 1 
ſtanding on the liſt deliveted in from the bank, together with the whe! 
ſum of 285,000]. ſlanding alſo in that liſt, in the name of Boys, that 
Benkeld, and Co. are poſitively reſerved for the houſe, and that ation 


no part whatever therecf, was diſtributed to any individual u ot 
J 257 partnerſtup 
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parterihip with the Houſe whatever, and that no perſon derived 
any intereſt from the ſame in ſhape or manner? ut 
Yes; I mean that theſe two ſums belong excluſively to the 
houſe of Boyd, Benfield, and Co. on their own account. 
230. There appears on the liſt the name of J. W. Ker, Eſq. 
for the ſum of 150,000. is he connefted with your houſe ? | 
He is connected with the houſe, but not a partner in the 
houſe—he was my partner in the houſe that I had at Paris, under 
the firm of Boyd, Ker, and Co. f 
231. If a Loan were oontracted for before the laſt payment on a 
former Loan, but fo that it ſhould be known to a certainty that 
the firſt payment on the new Loan would not take place till a 
conſiderable time after the laſt payment ſhould be made on the 
former loan, would the public knowledge of ſuch contract having 
taken place, affect the price of the funds whic a had been given 
for the former loan, as much as if the firſt payment on the new 
loan had been to take place before ſuch laſt payment on the for- 
mer loan? | - acl | | 
If the firſt payment of the new loan were to take place at a con- 
fiderable diſtance from the period of its negotiation, it is na- 
tural to conclude, that its effet upon the ſtocks would be ſmaller 
than if the payment was to take place ſooner—the- payment be- 
ing to take place aſter the laſt paymeat of the former loan, would 
produce leſs effect upon the ſtocks (I mean with — to a fall) 
than if the payment was to take place before the laſt payment. 
232. Would the circumſtance of the contract for the new loan 
having taken place before the laſt payment of the former, while 
the firſt payment on the new loan was not to take place till after 
uch laſt payment on the former, affect the price of the funds in 
any material degree, more than the general knowledge or belief 
that a new loan would be neceſſary for the ſervice of the en- 
ſuing year? e ictut 7 
I think 5. would. , 1 — — 
233. Did you know, when you ma entation on 
the 24th of November to the Chancellor — at 
what time it was intended that the firſt payment on che new loan 
ſhould take place? ts Opin pew Ctr G42 
I uaderflood that it was to be made early in December. 
234. From what authority did you underſtand that? 70 
I underſtood it frem the Governor of the Bank, I think —it 
leemed to be generally known. „Ar 210 ! 
235, Did you not object ſimply to any negociation ſor a new 


- 
o 


loan, previous to the expiration ef your contract for the pre- 


ceding loan? R 1 6 

certainly did mention to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
den the report of the negociation of the Joan firſt eame general, 
that our party conceived themſelves entitled to prevent negoti- 
tion of any other loan, until the laſt payment of the preceding 


lan took place. 
n 236; 
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part of the fu 


I aid, that w X 
right with great liberality—it was upon that occaſion that the 


' 236; About what time did you firſt underſtand that a lot 

was likely to take place for the ſervice of the year 1796 ? 

About the month of Oltober, Foil 

237. Did you then, about that time, ſtate to the Chanceho- 

of the Exchequer, the claim which yon conceived to exiſt on th: 
lerer of the former Loan, for a preference in 

any new Loan that might be nepoctated'? )? 

I certainly did ſtate to the Chancellor of the Exchequer the 

right of the contractors (not of the fubferibers) to object to the 

negociation of the new. Loan—upon that occaſion the Chancellor 

of the Exchequer ſeemed unwilling to admit of ſach a claim; 2nd 
— right we might have, we ſhould exerciſe tha? 


Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he” would ſend for our party 
to hear what they had to ſay, before any competition ſhould take 
place; but he ſeemed very poſitively determiued not to admit of 
the claim that I mentioned. Abbe Bern this 

238. About what period did this take place? 

I think it was in the month of October. 
239. Subſequent to that period, and previous to your letter of 
the 23d of November, had you any other communication with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer upon that ſubject? 

I don't think L had—I think I may ſay pofirively I had none. 
240. When you attended the meeting at Mr. Pitt's bouſe cn 
the 25th of November, did you underſtand the Loan was to be 
made by public competition? e e é 

When went to that meeting, it was impoſſible for me to know 
what would paſs at it, and how the propofal contained in ourlet- 
ter of the 24th of November might be received by the Chancellor 


| bf the Exchequer. 


241. In your communication with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer on the ſubj:& of a new Loan in the month of October, 
did you ſtate iully the claim of the contractors for the former 
Loan? ende „ a4 ret 12 
Not by any means ſo fully as T did in my converſation on 
the 24th, and in Mr. Roberts letter and mine on that day. 
242. Did this converſation with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer on the 24th of November paſs in the preſence of any 
other perſon? - nE 
Ves, in the preſence of Mr. Roberts, for whom and for myſelf 
I had ſolicited the interview, by my letter of the 23d, aud of no 
other perſon. ; aur 
243. How was the communication made, which you hare 
mentioned, with the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the month 
ct-October ? h rg 
It was in converſation, Rant n 
244. Was any other perſon preſent at that converſation ? 


| 245+ 
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245. When dd you firſt hear that the 23d of November was 
the day appointed for an interview between the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and the perfqans intending to offer for the enſuing 
Loan? It as either on the Saturday or Friday preceding, 

246, From whom did you receive that information? 

1 receive? | it from Mr. Goldſmid and Mr,-Salomons, and others, 
who lard, th ey had it from the Governor of the Bank. 

2475 Hs you ns. offieidl communication yourſelf from ihe 
Governor of the Bank reſpecting the manner in which. the new 
Lan was to be negotiated; and the time of biddiog for ? 

It will appear, from my [eiter of the 2 34 of November, that I 
learnt at the bank, that the meeting which had been originally 
fixed fr hat day was put off to Vedneſday—rhe Governor of 
the Bak then told me, that although the meeting of the candi- 
date: was Ther, put off, "All he and the Deputy Governor were to 
wait on Mr. Pitt by appointment that morning the Governor 
told me that upon his return from Downing- ſtteet, he would in- 
{rm me ef whai had paſſ d and accordingly called on the Go- 
vernor of the Bank on his return, and learnt from him, that 
W:"vclday was bxed for receiving che candidates to ſettle the 
pretatinaries, zn that the competition and final ſettlement of the 
Loan would with place on Friday. 

2... Was it not generally underſtood that the Loan was to . 
ſtile. by pablic competition? ä | 
e ſceme.} to be the general opinion. 

249. Was it nat known that there were ſeveral competitors? 
Perfectly known. 

- 250. Is it not uſa I in fuch eaſes for the day of the firſt meet- 
ing to treat for the Loan with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
to be formally announced to ſuch P as are known to be 
tompetitors? 

have underſtood that the inti mation is e ven though 

the Governor of the Bank, and when the 1 of the Bank 
emmunicnted the intended meeeting, that had been originally 
for Monday the 23d, to Mr. Salomons and Goldſmid, who were 
my friends, I believe” he andere it was the ſame as if he had 
announced it to kimſelf. 
251, Did you then receive this as a formal and official com- 
munication, that there was to be au interview: between the Chan- 
cler of the Exchequer, and the perſons intending to offer for the 
enſuing Loan. for the purpoſe of ſettling the preliminaries re- 
HeQing the ſame ? 


1 certainly did confider it an Intimatiod. 


Queſtion repeated. | 
1 conſidered it as an intimation of which I eculd not be r- 


poſed, or pretended to he i L 
252. Believing the sd of November to be the day zppoin*- 
ed tor treating with the candidates for the Loan, did you not 


think arneceflary io make ſome repreſentation io the 9 
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of the Exehequer on behalf of yourſelf and the contractors for the 
preceding Loan, on the ſubject of your claim ? 

I certainly did ſo cenfider it, and my letter of that date will 
ſhew how I conſider it. | 

253- Did you not in point of fact ſet out to attend the meeting 
fixed for the 23d of November, without having made any ſuch re- 
preſentation ? 

No: the copy of my letter ſhews I did not: I fet out from 
New Broad Street, where my compting Houſe is, along with Mr, 
Robarts, in the intention of proceeding to Downing Street, to 
make our repreſentation previous to the meeting of the candi- 
dates; but having called in at the bank on our way, we there 
learnt the meeting was put off to „ eg 

254. Did you not then, from the time of receiving the commu. 
nication from the governor of the bank, through Mr. Goid{mid 
and Mr. Salomons, that Monday the 23d was the day fixed for the 
meeting with the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the new Loan, 
till the morning on which that meeting was to take place, make 
any repreſentation, or take any ſtep to procure an interview with 
him, on the ſubje& of your claim ? 

I did not: I paſſed the ſunday at my Houſe in the country, and 
during the time between the receiving that information from Mr, 
Goldimid and Mr, Salomons, until the Monday following, I con- 
ſtantly expected to have received notice from the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer for me and my party to wait upon him agreeably to 
what we expected: he having aſſured me, in the month of October, 
that be would ſend for us, previous to receiving any candidates for 
the Loan: I think proper to add, at the interview which Mr. 
Robarts and I had with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on 
[Tueſday the 24th of November, he explained why ke had not re- 
ceive any ſuch intimation : his reaſon was, that finding it would 
be impoſlible for him to receive the candidates on the Monday, he 
had winten a note to that purpoſe on the Saturday to the governor 
of the bank, who having gone to the country, did not receive 
that note until the Monday following. | : 
255, Did the Chancellor of the 1 then declare it to 
have been his intention to have ſent for you, previous to the inter- 
view appointed with the candidates for the Loan for the 25th of 
e if you had not applied to him? 


2 4 ES. nt ' n 
2356, Had you any communication with the governor of the 
Bank on the ſubjc& of the new Laan, at any time previous t0 


2 interview on the 24th of November with the Chancellor of the 
xchequer? | Zh 

The only communication which I had with the governor of the 
Bank with regard to the Loan, was on the Monday the 23d o 
November preyious to his going to Downing Street, and after his 


257. Do 


return. 
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257. Do you mean to ſtate that you had no communication 
on that ſubject with the governor ot the Bank, previous to that 
time? 
Not otherwiſe than accidental converſation, when I met him 
in the ſtreet. | 

258. Is it be underſtood then, that you had no converſation with 
the governor of the Bank on the ſubject of your claim? | 

- Not until Monday the 23d of November, when in preſence of 
Mr. Roberts I mentioned to him our diſappointment at not/hear- 
ing from the Chancellor of the 1e ad agreeable to his pro- 
miſe, previous to any meeting of candidates: it was then, for the 
faſt time, that I ſaid that our party conceived we had a right to 
object to the negotiation of the loan until the laſt payment on the 
preceding Loan was completed the governor ſaid, that he had 
always conſidered that we had a righ, but that as I had never 
mentioned it, it was not his buſineſs to ſay any thing about it; 
and then I ſaid, whatever right we might have, he might be al- 
ſured that we would not exercile it in an illiberal or unfair way: 
that is all that paſſed, 

259. Did the governorof the Bank on that day, ſtate to you that 
the Loan was to be by public competition? 

Yes, 

265. On what day did the governor of the bank inform Mr. 
Goldſmid and Mr. Salomons, that the 23d of November was the 
day appointed for the meeting between the candidates for the 
Lan and the Chancellor of the Exchequer ? 

I preſume it muſt have been either Friday the 2oth or Satarday 
tie 21ſt, as it was to one or other of theſe two days that they in- 
formed me, 

261, Have you any reaſon to believe that the ſame information 
was given to the other competitors for the Loan? 

believe ſo, 

262. Did you at any time after having heard that a new Loan 
was to be negotiated, call a mecting of the holders of the ſcrip of 
the former Loan? 

No. | 

263. Did you call a mecting of the original ſubſcribers? 

No: I had a meeting of the contractors. 

264, Had you any authority to act for a majority of the ſub. 
ſcribers or holders of the (crip? | 

No: I did not conſider the ſimple ſcrip holders as having any 

title to act; or any of the ſubſcribers, except the contractors. 

265. Are not the holders of ſerip the perſons who would be in- 

SE any injury ſhould accrue from the negotiation of a new 
dan 

There is no doubt that any depreſſion of the ſtocks, which the 
negotiation of a Loan might occaſion, would likely affect the 


value of icrip, 
266. Can 
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266. Can you ftate the amount of the ſcrip remaining to be 
_ converted into ſtock, at the time you objected to the negociation 

for a new Loan? 

It is already Rated in my letter, but I will now fate to th 

Committee the manner in which 1 diſcovered the amount, [ 

think it neceſſary to do ſo, to account for any inaccuracy which 

may be diſcovered as to the ſum flated in that letter, I bed 
heard that, excluſive of the payment upon the Evgliſh part of fle 
preceding Loan, which was due Iz think in November, there ge. 
mained about 5£0,000l. ſlill to be paid in the month of anuary 
then I knew, from my own knowledge, as agent for the mperor, 
that there remained nearly about half as much to pay of the as 
ſtrian part of the lown. Having got theſe data I found that 
theſe two ſums together formed a ſum of 750,00, Knowing, 
therefore, that the laſt pay ment on both yhele Loans is of 15 per 
ent. upon ſome other ſum, I found that other ſum to be pre- 
ciſely five millions. 

267. What proportion of the ſum of five millions of (gip re. 
maining in the market, was held by the contraQtors on the 24th of 
November? | 

I cannot ſay accurately; but I ſhould think one milllon and a 
. "268. Had you any of it in your hand?  _ 

+ Yes, I had, I ſhuuld ſuppoſe from 4 to 500,0001.- I cannct 
fay poſitively. 

259. Did the other holders of ſcrip make any repreſentation 
to you on the injury which they would ſuſtain from the negocia- 
tion of a new loan ? | 1 

Ns... 

270. Was any proviſion made for the the intereſt of holders 
of {crip who are not contractors for the former Loan, in the couy 
tract for the new one? | 

No. A . 5 
271. Could the contractors for the former Loan ſuſtain any 
injury from a negociation for a new one, any otherwiſe than a 
holders of ſcrip ? 

Yes—there is an important diſlinaion between the contractor: 
and ſimple ſcrip holders ; particularly with regard to the Lon 
for the year 1795. It is hardly neceſſary to tate rhe trouble 
which falls excluſively upon the contractors conducting the de- 
tails of a negociation. Independant of that natural diſtinction 
between the contractors and ſimple ſcrip holders, there were ci. 
cumſtances of a very peculiar nature in the contract for the Loan 
for the year 1795. The contiactors fer that Loan were bound, 
Jointly and ſeverally, for the performance of the engagements 
entered into, and before even the firft payment was made upon 
the Loan. They remained in that ſtate of reſponſibility during 
a period of very great alarm, when Holland was overun by the 


French, in ſo much, that the cmnium fell down to par, and _ 
©.8 
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to a quarter per cent. diſcount, Thus it appears that the con- 
tractors had duties different from thoſe of fimple ſcrip holders, and 
in return for thoſe duties I conceive they have extraordinary 
rights, and that it would be encroaching on thoſe rights to de- 
prive them of the preference of making any Loan which might 
de requ'red within the period to which their contract extends. | + 

227, It is then to be underſtood, as your opinion, that the 
contractors for the ſormer Loan, even if they had diſpoſed of all 
their ſerip. wovld be injured by 2 negociation for a new one, pre» 
vidus to the laſt payment, ſtipulated in their contract, and that 
they thereſore would have a right to à preference, if ſuch a new 
Loan ſhould be negociated? | 

Yes, they would be injured, in ſo far as they would be deprived 
oa right which ſeems to me to belong exclufively to them. 

273. In this reſpect what diſtinction can be Rated between 
the contrators and the/original fub{cribers ? 

can ſtate a ſtrong diſtinction that exiits between myſelf, or 
ny houſe, and the perſons who appear as ſubſcribers in the hooks 
of the bank, in conſcquence of portions of the Loan, alloted to 
them, by myſelf or my houſe; theſe ſubſcribers had no ſaare in 
te trouble of eonducting the negociation; they canferred no fa- 
vour whatever upon me by appearing as ſubſcribers, on the con- 
nary, I conſidered that I conferred a favour upon them, becauſe 
all theſe portions were allotted to them in conſequence of their 
noſt earneſt ſolicitations ; they had beſides contracted no reſpon- 
kolity ſimilar to that which I myſelf had contracted, and they 
vere utterly unknown to government. 

274. Did they not equally with you incur the riſk, and ſuſ- 
tain the loſs, which might have accrued at the time that Holland 
was over-run ? : 

No—the contractors were and ſtill are bound jointly and ſeve- 
rally, one for the ey eyes in folidurr, for the payment of 
te inſtalments, and performance of the agreements, entered into, 
while the ſimple ſubſcribers were ouly bound to the extent of 
their ſubſcription, and conſequently they never could have loſt 
more than the firſt depoſit of ten per cent. while the contractors, 
on the other hand, were bound to make good the: payments to 
the laſt ſhilling of their fortunes. 

275. Was that circumftance, of the contractors being bound, 
jontly and ſeverally, in the manner you have deſcribed, peculiar 
to that contract, or unuſual in oontracts for public Loans? 

' I underſtand it to be common to all ſuch contracts; but 1 
poke particularly to the contract of laſt year. di 

256. Is not every ſubſciiber bound to make good the amount 
ol tus ſubſcription, and would not the contractors have the power 
of recovering from them. | 

| do not conceive they would have any ſuch power, the obli- 
exon being generally to make the depoſit of ten per cent. = 

ocs 
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277. Does then the greater riſk which you ſtate to be incurr4 
by the contraQors, ariſe from their being reſponſible for ally in. 
| ſufficiency or bad faith of the original ſubſcribers ? 

Certainly. „ 2 tentns of 2 FLOS -: 

278, Is this the injury alluded to, in the leiter of the 2000 
of November, and on which yon found your claim to a pre. 
ference ? e besen 

No—the injury I alluded to in my letter of the 24th of No. 
vember, is preciſely what it is there ſtated to be, to wit, the in- 
Jury which the contractors as ſcrip holders, who ſuſtain by the 

troduction of new ſerip while the old ſerip was fill in hand. 

279. Is it then to be underſtood, that the only injury repre. 
ſented by you to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and on which 
you found the claim of the contracts for the former Loan to a 
preference, is that which they would ſaſtain as ſcrip holders ? 

No—1 will proceed to explain why I entered into that minute 
detail relative to ſcrip—In the converſation which Mr. Robart 
and I had with the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 24th «f 
November when I mentioned to him the claim to prevent the 
negociation of a Loan, until the laſt payment of the preceding 
Loan, he faid, he did not recollect any poſitive engagement to 
that effet—1 ſaid, that I underſtood the engagement was either 
poſitive or implied, but that I thought I could then demonl!rate 
to him that the right which we claimed did neceſſarily exiſt from 
the nature of things; then I ſaid, as a proof of this, let me aſk you, 
if there was any period. in the courſe of the year 1795, at which 
we ſhould have been completely juſtified, in oppoſing any Loan 
which you might have brought forward? The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer replied, that certainly if he had brought forward a 
Loan in the month of June, he would have conſidered that our 
objection to that negotiation was well founded; then I faid, it 
ſuch a right did exiſt in the month of June, I conceived it exilt> 
equally in the month of November. I added, that right mull 
have limits; there muſt be a period at which it ceaſes, and that 
period mult neceſſarily be that on which the whole paymeuts on 
the Loan are finiſhed ; upon this, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer ſaid, that the ſum remaining unpaid was ſo very ſmall, that 
he did not think it could be ſeriouſly urged as a reaſon for not 
making the loan; it was upon that occaſion that I ſaid, ſmall 
as the ſum is, it is 15 per cent, upon a larger ſum, and that larger 
ſum can be no other than five millions; I thought that upon this 
occaſion I had clearly demonſtrated that neither the period to 
which our contract extended was arrived, nor where the pure 


ſes of the contract accompliſhed. | 
1 e 4 Withdrew. 


Received and read a letter from Mr. Morgan, dated Ken- 
-  lington Gore, 22d December, 1795, contaimug his. reaſon 
-for declining to aſk the gentleman for leave to give ia 
his name, from whom he expected an anſwer on the 29th 


cf October, which letter is annexed in appendix, No. 6. 
x Mercurity 
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Mercuru, 23 die Decembris 1795. 
Mr. BOYD again called in, and examined. 


280 D you ſtate to the Chancellor of the Exchequer the 


diſtinction which you conceived to exiſt between the 
contractors, and ſubſcribers and ſcrip holders ? 

No. 

281. Is it to be underſtood then, that in point of fact, the 
only injury repreſented by you to the Chanceltor of the Exche- 
quer, on the part of yourſelf and the other contractors, was that 
which you would ſuſtain as holders of ſcrip ? 

I thnk it will be found, from the copy of the letter which 
Mr. Robarts and I addreſſed to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
as well as from the converſation of which I have given the account, 
that I likewiſe repreſented the loſs of a right which we conceived 
we poſſeſſed, in being deprived of contracting for the new Loan. 

282. Could the centractors for the Loan of 1795, ſuffer = 

uniary loſs by the introduction of a new Loan, otherwi 
than as holders of ſcrip ? 

It does not occur to me at preſent that they could ? | 

283. What premium did the remaining ſerip of the former 
Loan bear, when you made your objection, on the 24th of No- 
vember, to any negociation for a new Loan ? 

The ſcrip remaining on the 24th of November bore a price in 
ſome degree proportionate to the different ſtocks to which the 
diferent parts of it belonged. I can't, at preſent recolle& the 
exact price it bore, 

284. Can you ftate whether the price which it bore on the 
vo of November, was reduced by the introduction of the new 

oan ? 

It was naturally affected by that circumſtance, in common with 
all the funds, 

285. Can you tate the degree to which it was fo affected? 

It is utterly impoſſible to aſcertain the preciſe degree to 
which the ſtocks are affected by any event, or the proſpect of any 
evenr, | 

286, At what day is the introduction of the new Loan into the 
market to be conſidered as having taken place ? 

The period at which the introdnction of the new Loan can be 
legally confidered as having taken place, I ſhould conceive muſt 
be upon the Loan being voted by parliament, and even with ſtrict 
propriety, the abſolute phyſical introduction of the Loan ought 
only to be calculated from the delivery of the receipts 3 but it 
i well known that from the moment that the contract is made 
vith the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Loan is bought and 
at's delivery, although the law cannot recognize any ſuch 

antactions, | 


* 
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287. At what period would the negociation of a new Loan 
produce any ſenſible effect on the ſtocks ? 

From the moment that the negotiation of a new Loan ! 
mentioned, it is generally underſtood that even that circumſanc- 
muſt, in ſome degree, affect the price of the exiſting funds; and 
in proportion as the negociation approaches nearcr and near, 
that effect muſt be, or at leaſt is generally ſuppoſed to be, in- 
creaſed. 1340811 | 

288, Can you ſtate whether, fince the 24th of November, tlie 
remaining ſcrip of the former Loan is fallen one ger cent.“ 

I can't ſtate t; becauſe it did not occur to me that it wou'd 
be neceſſary to declare any thing preciſely oa that point. 


289. Have you dipoſed of the ſerip which you {tated to have 


been in your hands at that period? 

I do not recolle& to have diſpoſed of any, but my houſe may 
have diſpoſed of ſome, without my particular knowledge, during 
that period, 

290. Was any application made to you by any of the ſub- 
ſcribers on your liſt for the Loan of 1795, to be admitted to ſub- 
ſcribe for the preſent Loan, on the ground of their having a claia 
on account of their former ſubſcription ? 

No—1 think I replied to that queſtion yeſterday, 

291. Can you recolle& whether any ſuch application wa: 
made by Meſſrs. Newnham and Everitt ? 

No ſuch application was made to me by them ; theſe gentle- 
men did apply to me to be admitted on my liſt for this year's 
Loan for a very large ſum, although they had no ſhare Wheat. 
ever in my liſt for the Loan of laſt year: I allotted them a {mall 
portion of what they applied ſor, for which they have expreſſed 
themſelves very grateful. 

292. When did you make up your liſt in order to treat fur 
the preſent Loan ? | ; 

I had no occaſion, in order to treat for the Loan, to make up 
any liſt; my houſe, with the other contractors for the Loan 
laſt year, being perfectly equal to any loan that might have been 
propoſed. ö 

293. When, in point of fact, was your liſt made up? _ 

The ſhares of the contractors were ſettled on the 6th of Na- 
vember, and with regard to the portions of my ſhare in the con- 
tract which I meant to allot to the different friends who had (0- 
licited ſhares in it, they were ſettled finally at my houſe in the 
country on Sunday the 22d of November, and are the ſame which 
appear by the lifts now before the Committee. 

294. Will you ſtate the names of all the contractors _ 
Boyd, Benſield, and Co.—Robarts, Curtis, and e cajen, 
and A. Goldſmid—E. P. Solomons - peter Theluffon, for ſel 


and ſons— George Ward, Eſq. Solomns Salomons—Rawlor 
Aiſlabie. Theſe were alſo the contractors of laſt year, and figne 
the contract, 


295» Co 
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245- Do all theſe eight firms appear ſigned to this year's 
ont act? gil 
: No—burt the contractors who did fign this year ſigned for 
tkemſeives and the other contractors; ' thoſe who did ſign were 
mylelt, Mr. Robarts, Mr, Goldſmid, Mr. E. P. Salomons, and 
Mr. Aiflabicg and it is perfectly underſtood that the abſent con- 
tractors were bound to ſign the contract when required: I with 
to read to the Committee the title or preamble of the liſt which 
wy houſe {ent to the bank, which is as follows : 

Mefirs. Boyd, Benfield, and Co. as one of the principal con- 
« trafting pa ties with the Chancellor of the Exchequer for the 
« |oan of 15 Millions for the ſervice of the year 1796, requeſting 
tha Mr. Newland will direct the receipts for the firſt payments 
on the ſum 5,704,000 omnium, allotted to them, to be made out 
« and del vered as follows.“ 

I with to add, that my houſe made the payment to the bank 
upon th ſaid ſum of 5,704,000 in one ſum, having received from 
the different parties the depoſit due by each. 

296. Is that uſual ? 

Whenever it has been deviated from, I look upon it as a conde- 
ſcenſion on the part of the principal. 

297. Jad you ſettled with your party any terms on which 
you hought the Loan ought to be accepted, ſuppoſing it to be 
put up to public competition ? | f 

No my party had implicit confidence in what I ſhould think 
proper to do, in that as well as in all other reſpe&s ; but I beg it 
may not he underſtood, from what 1 have now ſaid, that we had 
come to any reſolution whatever with regard to a competition; 
ſecing we conceived that we had a right to a preference. 

298, Having agreed that the propoſed Loan ſhould be expoſed 
to competition, upon condition that the option ſhould be ex- 
preſsly reſerved to you and your party of taking the Loan at ſuch 
2 price as ſhould he equal in value to one half per cent. on the 
whole ſum borrowed above the higheſt offer of the competitors, 
kad you ſettled with your party, or come to any determination 
in your own mind, as to the higheſt offer on which you would 
make that advance of half per cent ? Fn 

had not; it would have been in good time to have come to 
that reſolution when 1 ſhould have ſeen the offer that was made; 

was not underſtood that I was to make any offer. 

299. What was the amount of four per cent, ſerip, or nearly 
o, which you held in the former Loan at any time — to 
the two firſt payments ? 

I ceriainly held none, as far as I can ſpeak from memory. 

zoo. Did the bank undertake to make any of the payments 
da the former Loan? 


underſtood they did, as I believe is generally their practice 


cw or three payments are made. 
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301. Had you ever any intimation that a part of the preſent 


Loan was to be in the four per cents. ? 
I don't recolle& that I had any ſuch intimation. 
Then part of Mr. Morgan's evidence, relative to a money 
tranſaction to the amount of 900,000. ſuppoſed to have 
paſſed between Mr. Boyd and the Chancellor of the Ex. 
chequer, being read to the witneſs : 
He was aſked ? © 
302. Can you ſtate any thing relative to any ſuch tran. 
action? 5 
I can ſtate every thing that related to that tranſaftion.—Early in 
the month of Auguſt, if my memory ſerves me, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer — tor me, and aſked me if it would be quite 
convenient for me to anticipate certain portions of the payments 
on the Loan and Lottery, which remained unpaid up and to be- 
come due in the months of November, December, and January, 
in caſe the public ſervice ſhould find ſuch anticipation neceſſary 
or convenient; I replied, that from the abundance of money 
which then prevailed, I had no doubt whatever of being able to 
make the anticipation propoſed. He aſſced me at what rate of 
intereſt J ſhould be able to make it, and I replied that I could 
not venture to undertake it at a lower rate than the uſual rate of 
five per-cent. for although I found that money was then abundant, 
for Bills of Exchange, at the rates of 45 and even 4 per cent. that 
it would be dangerous for me to reckon upon that abundance 
while ſo large a ſum of negociations was in contemplation, and 
that beſides, as I ſhould probably be obliged to negotiate, ſuch 
Effects as I might receive in return for the money ſo to be 2 
vanced, by the 1ntervention of brokers ro whom 1 mult in that 
caſe pay a commiſſion, my undertaking it at a lower rate than 
that of 5 per cent. might expoſe me to actual loſs: upon this re- 
preſentation it was agreed, that if the anticipation ſhould be re- 
quired, the intereſt upon the advances ſhonld be calculated at the 
rate of 5 per cent. As to the mode of reimburſement, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer aſked me, whether treaſury warrants 
would anſwer my purpole ? I replied, that in point of folidity he 
could give me nothing better or more ſatisfaftory ; but that In 
caſe I ſhould wiſh ro realize theſe warrants, I could not bring 
them into the market, nor would jt be conſiſtent with the reſpec- 
tability of my houſe, to endeavour to raiſe money upon theſe war- 
rants, in caſe the advances ſhould become inconvenient. At that 
interview between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and me, the 
only thing that was reſolved upon was, that if the anticipation, 
ſhould be required, the money moſt aſſuredly ſhould be found; 
that the rate of intereſt ſhould be five per cent. and that ! ſhould 
contider of the mode of reimburſement which, under all the ch. 
cumitances ſhould appear to me the moſt convenient, provided 
that there was nothing in that mode incompatible with forms of 
the public offices, 
I ought 
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1 ought to have ſtated, that at that firſt interview, I ſtrongly re- 
commended to the Chancellor of the Exchequer the propriety of 
ſecrecy with regard to the tran ſaction propoſed, giving as my rea- 
ſon, that the moment the public ſhould diſcover that ſuch à ne- 
goc iat ion was going forward, in all probability that knowledge 
would produce a very great ſcarcity of money, and that thus the 
operation to which I conſented with a view to the public ſervice 
might be rendered extremely difficult, if not in ſome degree de- 
teated. 

It is neceſſary to ſav, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer gave 
me as a reaſon why the anticipation in queſtion might be neceſ- 
{ary, that perhaps the bank of England might not find it convent 
ent to make it. 

On the 25th of Auguſt I ſaw the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
again; when he told me, that he found he ſhould not, in any 
caſe, have occaſion for ſo large a ſum as he had originally men- 
tioned, which was from two millions to two millions and an 
half, if Jam not miſtaken; and ke ſeemed to be father uncertain 
45 to the periods at which the money would be wanted ? as he 
was at that time rather preſſed for time, the interview was very 
ſhort, and therefore the next day, to wit, the 26th of Auguſt, I 
addrefled to him a letter on the ſubject, which I beg leave to read, 
and deliver in a copy. 

| perceive that I ought to have mentioned, that I had BY 
geſted to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as the mode whi 
«ppeared to me the moſt convenient, and the leaſt uncommon for 
the reimburſement of the advances which 1 might make, would 
be by bills of exchange upon the treaſury, - 

[Then a copy of the ſaid letter, dated 26th of Auguſt 1795, was 

delivered in, and read, and is inſerted in Appendix, No7 ] 

I received no anſwer to this letter for a week or a fortnight 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer having gone out of town; and 
upon his return early in September, he ſent for me, and re- 
newed the ſubject of the negociation ; when it was agreed that the 
tum wanted would not exceed one million, that 500,0col. of the 
money would be wanted about the 2oth of that month, and the 
other 50G,co0ol. about the 2oth of October; and in conſequence 
t this arrangement [ received, on the 12th of September, an of- 
hcial letter from Mr, Long relative to the tranſaction, which I 
beg leave to read, and deliver in. 

{And the ſaid letter was accordingly delivered in, and read; 
copy whereof is inſerted in Appendix, No, 8.] 

In conſequence of that Authority I addreſſed, on the 14th of 
September, a letter to Mr. Long, which I alſo beg leave io read, 
and deliver in a coppy. 

And the ſaid copy of the ſaid letter was delivered in, and 
1s inſerted in Appendix, No. g.] 

I alſo deſire to read aud deliver in a fecond letter from Mr. 
Lovg, dated the 17th of Septem ber. 

And 
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[And the ſame was accordingly delivered in, and is inſerted 
in Appendix, No. 10, | 
Theſe are all the circumſtances which occur to me at preſen., 
as being neceſſary to mention relative to the tranſaction in que/. 
tion. 
303. What was the amount of the ſum aQually adyanced in 
this manner? 
Not more than 900,090). | 
04. Are you certain it was as much? 
t certainly was not more. | 
305. Where was Mr. Walter Boyd, Junior, at the time 
bills were drawn ? | 
In London. 
306. Where was he at the time the bills bear date ? 
He was at Hamburgh, as is mentioned in my letter to Mr, 
Long. | 
807. What was the reaſon for antedating thoſe bills 
- Becauſe if they had been dated at the time they were drawn 
they mult have borne date at London, which would have imme- 
diately publiſhed the tranſaction, which for the belt of all 
* (mean the public ſervice) I was ſo ſolicitous to con- 
Ceal. 
— Were any of theſe bills offered for diſcount at the bank ? 
one of them were ever offered by me, or by my houſe, I 
cannot ſay whether after I had negotiated theſe bills, any of them 
were offered at the bank by the indorſecs. 
zog. Do you confider it as a regular commercial tranſaction 
for a perſon to draw bills as from Hamburgh, when he is actually 
tn London? ; 
Certainly it is not the uſual mode, and indeed caanot be that 
in which commercial tranſactions generally take place. 
310, Is ſuch a practice deemed among merchants a regular 
commercial tranſaction? 8 
The queſtion itſelf ſhews inconteſtibly, that it cannot be a re- 
gular commercial tranſaction; it is as regular as the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe, with all the views which it was neceſlary to 
confider at the time, could admit of; it would have been eaſy for 
me to have rendered the tranſaction much more regular, by 
giving orders to a houſe at Hamburgh to draw theſe bills upon 
the treaſury ; but then I muſt have communicated to that houſe 
the object of the drafts, which I wiſhed to confine as much as 
poſſible to the knowledge of my own. houſe, and thoſe immedi- 
ately connected with it, and I mult likewiſe have paid that hou/e 
a commiſſion for drawing the bills, which would Br thus be» 
come a charge upon the treaſury. 2 
311, State to the Committee your reaſon for wiſting to con. 
fine the knowledge cf the tranſaction to yoar own houſe, and 


thoſe connected with it. bt, 
N J dak 
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T think the committee will find the account I gave in my con- 
verſation with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the reaſon why I 
wiſhed ſo particularly to keep this tranſaction a ſecret ; wiz, that 
the knowledge of it would have produced a ſcarcity of money. 

312. Did you, previoully to the 25th of November, receive any 
afurance whatſoever from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or 
trom any perſon authorized by him, that your Houſe or party 
{ould have an offer of the Loan without competition? 

No—never the mot diſtant inſinuation. 

313, Did you think any part of your right to a preference, as 
a contractor to the new Loan, was grounded on this money tranſ- 
action? 

Moſt certainly not: I never had any expectation of that ſort, nor 
did there ever paſs between the Chancellor of the Exchequer or 
any perfon authorized by him, any thing on which J could found 
any ſuch expectation: when I conſented to the propoſed opera- 
tion (I mean reſpeCting the ant cipation) I took no merit at all to 
uyſelf in having conſented to it, I faid, that from the abundance 
of money there would be no difficulty in doing it; and in all my 
communications with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the ſecre- 
taries of the treaſury, or any other perſon relative to that tranſ- 
action, there will not be found, nor did there ever exiſt on my 
part, the moſt diſtant infinuation that 1 had any preferable right 
io the Loan on account of that tranſaction, I think proper to add, 
ihat the Chancellor of the Exchequer, having in ſome degree 
honoured me with confiding to me the ſeeret of the public ſervice 
requiring aſſiſtance, I ſhould have conſidered myſelf as contem 
tible in my own eyes, if 1 had formed any pretenſions in coale- 
quence of that confidence: I will add further, that I was ex- 
iremely flattered with the idea of having thus had an opportunity 
of rendering a ſervice to the public without any hope of reward 
whatever, and that it] was ſuch an opportunity as perhaps might 
never occur again. pd 

314. Did any perſon, who you conceived was acquainted with 
the opinions of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, cver give you the 
imalieſt hint that ſuch ſervice would be acceptable, and would be 
conſidered as having been ſo upon ſubſequent occaſions ? _ 

No, never: on this occaſion I wiſh to add, that I diſcovered by 
occaſional converſations with different people, that the public had 
taken up the idea, that the operation which had been animadverted 
upon had been entered into under the proſpect or promiſe of being 
preferred for the next Loan : I ſpurned the idea, and never failed 
to expreſs my indignation when it was mentioned. 

315. Did not your knowledge that the ſirſt claſs of bills, dated 
Hamburgh, Auguſt 7th, became due on the 10th of December, 
induce you to believe that the ſitſt payment on the new Loan 

would be required early in that month ? 

No, it did aot: I beg leave to call to the recollection of the 
committee, that I did not underſtand I was lending money to go- 

. veraumeut 
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vernment which had not been voted by parliament, but that Inn; 
anticipating to government the receipt of money which had hies 
voted, and which would become payable m time for the diſcharge 
of the bills drawn. 

316. Had you any other money tranattion with government in 
the courſe of the year, beſides thoſe yorhave mentioned? 

Yes: the letter which I had the honour to deliver, dated t!; 
20th Auguſt fhews that I had: and beſides, I had at differe:: 
times opened credits upon the continent for different ſums, agree. 
ably to the orders of government. 

317, In what form was the condition expreſſed which is men- 
tioned in your letter of the 24th of November, wiz.—** that ny 
« other public Loan ſhould be made unt | the period fd f. 
« the laſt payment of the Loan then contracted for ſhould be 
, elapſed?” 92 

If this condition had been reduced to any form, there could 
have ever exiſted any doubt as to our claim; I have already fiated, 
in the account I have given to the committee of my conver{:. 
tion with the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 24th of Noven- 
ber, in the preſence of Mr. Robarts, in reply to the obſervation 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that he did not recolle& any 
poſitive engagement, as to the point on which I founded my clan, 
that that engagement was either poſitive or implied—and then | 
proceeded to demonſtrate that the claim was founded on the ga- 
ture of things. | 

318. You aſſert in your letter, that the contract was entered 
into under that condition; bas the Chancellor of the Exchequer at 
any time acknowledged, upon being reminded of it by you, that 
he had agreed to that condition ? 


I beg leave to refer to the evidence, which I had the hozour of |} 


giving yeſterday, for an anſwer to this queſtion, 
| Withdrew. 
| Mr. BOYD again called in, and examined, 

319. If the money raiſed on the bills which have been men- 
tioned, was only an anticipation of the Loan of 1795, why was the 
payment of the laſt claſs of them deferred to a perivd fo much 
later than that fixed for the laſt payment of that Loan? 

beg leave to ſtate to che committee, what pailed between Vir. 
Long and me about the change in the period for the payment 
theſe bills. Mr. Long mentioned upon that occaſion, that there 
were certain forms which frequently produced delays with regard 
io the ifſuing of money, and that it was in order to be perfect? 
ſure that no part of theſe forms could poſſibly be omitted, tha! 
the treaſury withed ſo much latitude in point of time for the p 
ment of the bills, beyond the periods at which the funds for di. 
charging them would be received by the bank. 

320. On what ground of calculation did you affure the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer, that if he conſented to a private 1 OA 
tion; 
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ton, your offer ſhould be fully as liberal as if you had no prefer- 


ence, aud that 4t ſhould equal his ex 
It was not on any ground of calc 


tation ? 
ion that I afured the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer, that in the event of a private negotiation 
my offer ſhould be as liberal as if I had no preference: it waz 
from feeling in my awa mind, that upon that as upon all occafious, 
| ſhould be fully as liberal when any matters were left to my own 


deciſion, as 1 ſhould be under any controul whatever, 
21, Did you know what his expectation was ? 


0. | Nn 955 4 F 
322. Did the preference propoſed to be given to you, or did it 


not, put an end to the competition? 
The competitors certainly reſuſed 


poſed. | 


the competition as pro- 


323. Is it poſſible to reconcile a predetermined preference in 
favour of any one competitor, to the principle and effect of public 


competition ? 


Without pretending to decide what is poſſible in the abſtract 
on that, or indeed on any caſe of competition, I can only ſay, that 
it was perfectly poſſible tor the competitors to have offered agree 


by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, or do you know on what principles his predilettion in 
favour of public competition is founded? 

I do not know the principles upon which that predilection is 
heve that it muſt be foundgd 
aciple of competition 


ably to the mode propoſed. 
324. Has it been ſtated to you 


founded, though I have reaſon to 


upon a perſuaſion he mult have, that the pri 
gives the faireſt chance of obtaining the el 


ſt price. 


325. Suppoſing the competition to have proceeded with the 
preference propoſed in your favour, wauld you have outbid the 


following offe? ; vin. 


J. 10 — 67 z | 
2 — 56 — 
38. 6d, annuity at 182 — 
Diſcount 3 per cent. 


by bidding half per cent. above ir? 


If ſuch an offer bad been made, and had been 


£+- 81 — * 


16 13 9 
3992 


100 18 6 


9 ark a 


L. 103 18 6 


found to be the 


bigheft, I ſhould then, and only then, have determined what I 


bad to do. 


o 


| 326. Do you know, or have you any ground for believing, that 
die number of perſons holding | portions of the five millions 


cup, which were floating in the market on the 24th of Novem- 


V 


ber, 
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ber, was greater in your liſt than in the liſt of Mr. Morgin o 


Mr. Melliſh? 
- I really know nothing about it, 


Withdrey. 


Mercurii, 20% die Fanuarii 1796. 
Mr. ABRAHAM NEWLAND, called in, and examine, 
327. AF E you principal caſhier of tile bank? 
| Jam. 
* How long have you been in that ſituation? 


ineteen years. 


329. From your ſituation are you not converſant with u. 


tranſactions reſpecting Loans? 

Les. 

330. From your experience in tranſactions of this nature, 
Mould you have thought, if a new Loan was made, the fir? par- 
ment of which was to take place previous to the laſt payment of : 
preceding one, ſuch a circumſtance would be a matter of jul 
complaint to the contractors of ſuch preceding Loan? 

I believe they would in general have made ſuch a complzin!, 
becauſe it is underſtood that an old Loan ſhould be finiſhed beſue 
a new one takes place. 

$31, Would the contractors in ſuch caſe have any cauſe «i 
complaint, ſuppoſing them to have diſpoſed of the ſcrip of tb: 
former Loan? 

I ſhould apprehend not. 

332. Do you conceive that the contractors would have ans 
claim diſtin& from that of the original ſubſcribers or ſerĩpholder 

No: I ſhould think not. 4 
333. Can you late, from your experience in the negotiation 0! 
former Loans, the time that has uſually elapſed between making 
the contract with the Chancellor of the a bee and the oper · 
ipg of the budget ? 

Tt varies ſometimes: I believe three or four days, and ſome- 
times only two days: I don't know but it may have becn a weck 
coccaſiònally, but I can't ſpeak with certainty ? 

334. Are you enabled, from your official fituation, to know che 
—_— riſks incurred by the contractors and the ſubſcribers to 
a Loan ? 


I hould apprehend that if the ſubſcribers to the Loan da tet 


— 


fulfil their engagements with the contractors, that the contraction 


are ſtill bound to fulfil theirs with the treaſury, b 
| Withdrew. 


Mr. 
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Mr. BOYD again called in, and examined. 


235. Was your liſt ever called for by the Chancellor of the 
exchequer ? | 

No. 

336. Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer know the names of 
your liſt, at the time when the qualified bidding was decided 


vpon ? 
Fo: he did not, and as far as I know, does not know them to 
this moment. 

337 Do you think the contraftors are bound to watch over tle 
intereſts of theſubſcribers to their liſts, as far as reſpects the per- 
formance of their conditions of the bargain? 

The contractors certainly owe no particular duty to the ſub- 
ſcribers, they on the contrary confer favors upon the ſubſcribers, 
and in ſo far as the performance of the engagments is concerned, 
it is their own particular intereſt which the contractors watch over 
when wy attend to the due performance of what the ſubſcribers 
under ake. / 

333 Do you think the contractors are bound to inſiſt upon 
ne 367 performing their part of the conditions of the 

argain ? | 

Moſt undoubtedly, 

339. Are they not bound ſo te do on account of the ſubſcribers 
to their lifts? 

Not particularly on account of the ſubſcribers, but generally 
for the intereſt of all concerned. 

340 Did the caſe of the contractors for the Loan for the ſer- 
vice of the year 1793, as it was made previous to the laſt pay- 
ment of the preceding Loan, conſtirute a fimilar right to what 
you inſiſted upon in the caſe of the preſent Loan? | 

lt is not for me to define what were the rights of the con- 
tractors for the Loan for the Service of the year 1794 3 all that I 
know of the matter is, that it is always underſtood, when the 
Loan for the year 1595 was negotiating, that the firſt payment 
on that Loan could not take place until the laſt payment of the 
preceding loan was made. 

341. Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer mention the names 
of the perſons whom he mentioned to you, as neceſſary to be con- 
any by him on the nature of the claim of preference which you 

ad iet up? | 

No, he did not, t 

342. Did any thing particular paſs between you and the other 
Parties, when you was waiting for the Chancellor of the Exche- 
PE n Downing Street, on the 25th of November, relative to your 

aim 

Nothing, 

y 2 343- Did 


K 8 * 
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>” 
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343- Did the plan for the qualified bidding of one half per cent, 


in favour of the public wholly originate with you? 00 
Entirely and excluſively. tl 
544. Did auy thing particular paſs between you and. the other le 

parties, after your return to the room, and previous to the ar- 

rival of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, relative to your claim? o1 
No, h: 


\ 347. Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer on this occaſion, or le 
: on any other in which you have been concerned as contractor, 
ever recommend any name or names to be placed on your lift ct 
ſubſcribers ? 
| Never. 
VP 346. Did any other perſons, whom you conceived to be con- 
| nected with him, ever, directly, or indirectly, make any recom- 
mendation of any name or names to be placed in your lit ? 

No—never. SES 

347. Could you, as a man of buſineſs, have made up your mind 
on the preciſe price you would give relative to the Loan, with- 
out hearing all the circumſtance the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer might wiſh to ſtate previous to the binding? 

To be ſure 1 might have made up my mind upon the ſubject, 
without any explanation whatever, but I ſhould in that caſe have 
acied very imprudently, * 

348. Would not the reſervation for a poſſihle Loan for the 
Emperor, and for a Loan for Ireland, and for the funding of the 
navy deb, make a very material part of your conſideration in 
forming your judgment for a final offer ? 

Undoubtedly. 

249. Are you certain that the other parties who came as com- 
petitors for the. Loan, withdrew from Downing: ſtreet before any 
explanation of the preliminari:s took place? 

Yes, 

350. Is three per cent. the uſual diſcount upon all Loans: 

believe it has been the uſual rate of 74 upon the gol. 
fer cent or any other part of the go per cent. from the day on 
which the anticipated payment is made to the date of the laſt 
payment. 

351. Were the reſerves of laſt year's loans for public compa- 
nies different from thoſe of preceding year's? 

I believe not—but I can't ſpeak to reſerves of preceding years; 
having never, till December 1794, made any contract with go- 
vernment for a Loan. 

352. If you had contracted for the Englith Loan, without be- 
ing previouſly informed of the poſſibilty of an Auſtrian Loan 
being wanted, and that an Aultrian Loan was afterwards to 
take place with a different ſet of contractors, are you not of op- 
nicn that that event might prove very prejudicial to ſuch a bar- 

zain for the Engliſh Loan ? The 
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The caſe ſuppoſed could not poſſibly happen, unl-ſs the Chan- 
ech or of the Exchequer had (which I conceive he could not have} 
the intention of drawing us into a bargain without the know- 
ledge of all the circumſtances likely to affect that bargain. 

253. When the other competitors had left Downing-Rreet, on 
on the 25th of November, and the Chancellor of the Exchequee 
hal withdrawn to conſider on the terms of the Loan of the pre- 
ſent year—did you, whilſt he was abſent, m»ke any calculation 
to yourſelf of what thoſe terms might probably be ? 

did not, hut ſome of my party did. 

354. Do you know how near their calculations were to the 
terms offered by the Chancellor cf the Exchequer ? 

can't venture to ſay poſitively, but I perfectly recollect that 
we were ſtruck with the wonderful coincidence of the calcu- 
lations, and the terms offered by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

255. Did yon not coutract for the Iriſh Loan of laſt year? 

Les. 


356. Was not that Loan diſpoſed of by public competition ? 


357. Do you. recclle& what was the difference between the 
bigheſt and loweſt order made by the compctitors for that 
Loan ? 

do not recolle& exactly, but I know that my offer was very 
mach more in favour of the public than any one of the other 
offers; as far as my memory ſerves me, I think my offer exceeded 
the higheſt of the other off rs by nearly ive per cent. of the ca- 
pital: perhaps, when I ſay fo, I likewiſe take into conſidera- 
tion the price of the lottery, for which I alſo contracted, my opi- 
nion being, ſo far as I recollect, that the Iriſh government faved 
about 50,0001. by my having been a competitor. 

58. You have ſpoken of a right in the contractors as diſlin- 
guilned from the right of the ſubicribers, do you conceive that it 
competent to the contractors to exerciſe or ſarrender their 
gut to the detriment of the ſubſcriters ? 
| I underſtand that in the exerciſe of any right which is poſſeſ- 
led exeluſively of the perlon ſo exerciſing it, he only follows what 
le conceive to be his ou intereſt, or what happens to ba the moſt 
?yreeable to himſelf, 

359. Do you mean to contend that the contractors for the pre- 
ſent Loan may ſanction or oppoſe, as of right, the introduction 
©: 2 new Loan in the courſe ot a month or two? 

| really have not made up my mind on the ſubject; if ſuch a 
de ſhould occur, as it would be altogether new and uuexpccted, 
: '1ou!d then confider what I had to do. 

355. When you ſell any proportion of your ſhare in a Loan, is it 
d to be underiteed that you transfer to the buyer your whole 
"tereſt ia fuch proportions ſo ſold ? | 
Certainly—but 1 do not underſtand that while I fell or allen ate 
Fart of the Loan, I transfer any part of the inalienable and in- 
«Int riglit which belongs excluſively to me as a contractor. 

361 Ycu 
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361. You have faid, that the proportions of the diffe-: 
ſubſcribers were allotted to them in conſequence of their mo 
earneſt ſolicitations, is that meant with regard to the ſubſcriber 
both as to the laſt Loan and the preſent? D 

Yes. 1471-04 | 

362. When did the Governor of the Bank, whoſe name 4p. 
pears in your Hf, ſolicit to be put down for a ſhare ? 

I don't recolle&t exactly, but I ſuppoſe it muſt have been 
ſome time in October. 

363. When did you inform him of the ſhare which you intend. 
ed to grant him ? 1 

I don't recollect exactly the general letter of advice was ſent 
to all the friends to whom we had allotted portions of the Loa 
on the 25th of November, 

364. Had you any converfation with the Governor of th: 
Bank, on the ſubje& of the ſhare which he was to have in your li? 

Ves—I certainly did ſay to him, ſome time in the month of 
October, when I met him accidentally in the ſtreet, that it wou 
give me great pleaſure to accommodate him as far as ſhould be in 
my power, and this was the only anſwer which I gave to ary 
body, previous to the 25th of November, | 

365. When did you firſt mention your intention of undertak- 
ing to contract for the preſent Loan, and to whom? 

I never did formally announce any intention on the ſubject; [ 
was applied to from all quarters, requeſting to be admitted vpon 
my liſt, if I ſhould make one, and thus was as it were pointed 
our—called upon by the public to propole for the Loan. 

266. When did you firſt engage any of your friends to take 
part with you in contracting for the Loan? 

I have already ſaid, that I neva engaged any of my friends to 
take a ſhare. ö 

376. Do you mean to ſtate, that, without any afliſtance, 
your houſe was competent to advance upon a Loan the ſum of 
5,704,000 ? | | | 

I do mean it, and did ſay it not preciſely that we were able to 
advance the whole of that ſum, but that we were perfectly able, 
and even provided with the means of making depoſit upon the 

whole of that ſam, 

368. When did you firſt converſe with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, or any confidental official perſon, ' on the ſubject f 
the Loan for 1796. Sto | 

F recolle& none, except the coeverſations I have already men- 
tioned; and I am ſure I had none with any other official pen, 
but the Chancellor of the Exchequer. e 

369. Did you ever mention to Mr. Goldimid, or to ny other 
perſon, your expectation of having the Loan by a ſeparate con- 
tract? IS reien * 
Never, excepting ſo far as in virtue of the right upon which 
we finally d.d obtain it. ? 

370. Having 
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270. Having ſtated that the Chancellor of the Exchequea gave 
vou, as a reaſon why the anticipation on the laſt Loan might be 
nececeſſary, that perhaps the Bank of England might not find it 
convenient to make it, do you not conſider that a private houſe, 
which advances C. 700,000 to aſſiſt the Treaſury when the Bank 
of England does not find it convenient to do fo, confers an ex- 
traordinary favour on the Treaſury fo aſſiſted? 

certainly do conſider that in making that advance I did render 
a ſervice to the "Treaſury, but it will be found in the account that 
] have given of the tranſaction, that I could render this ſervice 
without-riſk, inconvenience, or toſs, and that therefore I was 
happy in the opportunity of rendering it; with regard to its per- 
haps not being convenient for the bank to make that advance, I 
only conſidered that the Bank might at the time be under great 
advances in other reſpects for government, and I can eaſily con- 
cCeive that it may ſometimes happen that an individual may find it 
convenient to make an advance, which the Bank of 'ngland 
may not chuſe to make. 

371. At the time of contracting for the preſent Loan, were 
you in advance to government on any other account beſides the 
anticipation on the laſt Loan? 

Ido not recolle& that I was—T rather think not, and my ad- 
vances for government on the anticipation were aepaid by the 
acceptances of the Treaſury.. 

372. Had you been, in the courſe of the year 1795, in advance 
on any other account? 

ves -I had occalionally, as I believe will be found in the ae- 
count of the tranſaction relative to the anticipation. 

273. Can you explain the nature and amount of thoſe ad- 
vances ? 

I can ſay from memory, and therefore not accurately, that oc- 
caſionally I purchaſcd dollars for the uſe of government, and eſta- 
bliſhed credits on the Continent at different times; I do not re- 
collect the amount either of the one or the other— perhaps not 
exceeding in the whole, including credits and advances, 2 or 
{+ 300,000, | 

374+ Did you pay into the office of the Paymaſter General 
oo, ooo according to the directious of Mr. Long's letter of 
the 12th of September ? | 

Yes. "® 

373- Into whoſe hands did you pay it? 

Mr. Richard Moleſworth's, accountant to the Pay Office. 
376. To whom did you pay the remainder of the ſum advanced 
in anticipation of the Loan for 1795 ? 


To Mr. Moleſworth, excepting a part which I had previoufly 
furniſhed in dollars. 


377. Have the bills drawu in the name of Mr. W. Boyd, jun, 
and dated at Hamburgh, 7th Auguſt 1795, which wer: 2ccepred 
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by the Treaſury, and became due the ioth of December las, 
been paid ? | | 

I ſuppoſe ſo—otherwiſe I ſhould have heard of it. 

378. Were thoſe bills on ſtamped paper? 

1 do not reccllet—1 rather think nor, but it is clear the Bank 
muſt have cenfidered them as complete and proper, otherwilc 
they would not have paid them. ; | 

379. Do you think that the Bank would have conſidered them 
as complete and proper, if they had known that in point of fact 
they were drawn in England, and were not upon — — paper? 

7 really don't know what to think on that ſubject, becauſe it 
was a ſubject altogether foreign to them, and which nobody had 
any thing to do with. | 

380. Do you not know that there is an Act of Parliament, re- 

quiripg all inland bills of exchange, not payable to bearer, to be 
upon ſtamped paper? | 

Yes—The — why theſe bills, drawn as dated from Ham- 
burgh, may probably not be on ſtamp paper, is, becauſe I intended 
the bills to have been actually drawn from Hamburgh, by my re. 
lation Mr. Boyd, junior, and they would actually have been drawn 
from thence, if the final arrengement regarding the anticipation 
had taken place as caily as r had originally expected but Mr. 
Boyd, junior, baving arrived in England before the tranſaction 
took place, he drew in London the bills which he would other- 
wile bave drawn from Hamburgh. | 

381. Was there a paymeat on the laſt Loan due on the 27th of 
November? | 

I cannot ſay accurately, but I think there was about that time. 

382. Was the amount of the Navy Debt floating in the market, 
known at the time of the negotiation for the Loan ? 

All that I know about the Navy Debt is contained in the ac- 
count of the preliminaries given by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer on the 25th of November. 5 

383. Do you mean to ſay, that the amount of the Navy Debt 
wag not at that that time nearly aſcertained, and well known to 
every perlon converſant in thoſe matters? * | 

I can only ſpeak from my own knowledge.—I was not ac- 
quainted at that time with the amount of the Navy Debt, or Navy 
Bill —it was not of importance for me to know, but it was ef 
great importance for me to be informed what part of that debt, 
whatever it might be, was in the courſe of the year to change its 
nature, and from a floating become a funded debt. 

384. Do you conceive it was poſſible for any perſon likely to 
c fler tor the Luan, to know what part of thoſe bills were likely to 
be paid in ready money; and what part jt might be neceſſary to 
und, ul} he mould be told it by the Chencellor-of the Exchs- 

ler? * en t d H | 
I really know of ro micans by which ſach knowledge could be 
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dn you firſt know. that the Loan was to be for 


ei Was mill] ions? 

1 think it was on the 2 334 of November, when the Governor of 
the Bank re-urned from owning Street to the Bank. 

336: Did you make it any c en with the perſ+ns you re · 
ceived on your 1 as fublcribers, that, their names ſhould not be 
in 7 other li oy 

id 69.5 it any condition, but fome time previous to the 
. of th bargain, when I was overwhelm with demands 
for ſhares 10 lik, greatly beyond whet it was in my power to 

ive, I requeſted the ere friends who had applied to me to in» 
2 me, as 4 meaus,of, relieving me in fome degree from the 
embarraſſment occaſioned = the multiplicity of demands 
whether they conßned their proſpects of Tucceſs to the ſucceſs 0 
my lik, Sach friends as confefled. the had not fo confined their 
hopes of ſucceſs, 70 conceived myſelf cbliged to obſerve les deli- 
cacy with, th wich thoſe wha had embarked all their hopes 
upon my fi ee, 

; 387, Ac Me. "Margin a competitor with you lor the Iriſh 

oan of 17 

cannot ſay 5 exadtly phatker de was or not; but I think ke 
mult have bra Tee xl the offer made by Mr. Nelbit, be- 
cauſe 1, underſtand * 5 be wt 1 and par- 


ucularly hecaule, organ make an 
offer for the 12 Foglith 21 Ah offer, if T am gor 
miſtaken, was conſiderably the, leaf advantageous 0 the public 
of all that were made. 

388, For how much was it e or garn that the 

van would be previous to the 23 Nove 2. 

I chink IL had only beard of 1 15 70 millions, _ _ 

389. Was there no addition made to the ſhares of the Attest 
ſublcribers, which ' hi d. been allotted on the 22d of Norember, 
when you afterwards had it explained to you that the Loan v 
to be only r ſum th 2 at that time expeczed it to be? 

Lcertai ld make ome 1 9 70 but no deductions. I dis 
not recolle? the circumllance of 4 hoſe addit io as w en I gave m 
nc dl a former. queſti A. on. 3 Tub Jeck. By additions, 
mean additignal Tums o e 10 Already thære—I ad- 

ded no new names. 


390. Do ** * = the mr API: = 
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DANIEL GILES, Eſquire called in, and examined... 
901. Will zou. flate-to the Committee theceanteces which 


des know. relative to the ener e and all the tranſactions con- 
der aing the Loan for the ſervice of t - year 1796 ? 
2 Yesz 


* 
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Yes; on the 25th of November 1795, the Governor and De. 
puty Governor waited on Mr. Pitt, in conſequence of an appvia:- 
ment made by him, to be preſent al the arrangem nt of a Lo:r 
which he intended to ſettie wich thoſe perſons: who were diſpoſel 
to be cont/actors for the ſame, The gentlemen wh intended to 
bid for it were, Meſſrs. Boyd and Co,; Curtis and Co.; B. 200 
A. Goldſmids; Aiſlabie and Salomons; (who h d the Loan J 
1 without competition) Melſſrs. John and William Mellim, a: 

r. James Mor gans. + 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer mentioned to the Governor 
and Deputy Governor that his intenti;n was to make the Loan by 
competition, but he found himſelf embarraſſed by a memorial 
which the contractors of the laſt Loan had preſented him, and 
which he read to them, wherein they ſtated, that from what paſ- 
ſed at the concluding of the laſt Loan, when Mr. Pitt gave hi. 
word that no freſh Loan for this country ſhould be brought for- 
ward until all the payments on that engagement were completed. 
they therefore alledged that the Chancellor of the Exchequer w:: 
precluded from making any new Loan uncil the former one was 
paid in full; but adding, that if the public ſervice abſolutely 
required a new Loan to be made, they were willing, on behalf of 
themſelves and the friends concerned with them, to wave their 
objection to the meaſure, on this condition, that each party de- 


ſitous to bid for the Lean might five in their offer, and if the 


offer of any other party ſhould be higher than theirs, they might 
have the option of taking the Loan at an advance of C. gc,0co, 
1 half per cent. above thote terms, in "favour of the 
ublic. | ISTH IF PIN 
. The Chancellor of the Exchequer then referred to the Gover- 
nor whether he recollected, that at the meeting and making of the 
lat Loan he had committed himſelf to a promiſe” of that kind. 
The Governor ſaid, he thought Mr. Pitt had, in ſome meaſure, 
committed himſelf to a promiſe of that kind, ſtating a circum- 
ſtance, that on the adjuſting the days of payment for the then 
Loan, one of the contracting party had wiſhed to have the lalt 
7 in February 1796, inſtead of January, but was anſwered 
y Mr. Pitt, that he coold not nent is that, as he might poſlidly 
want to raiſe a new Loati in the month of January. The Deputy 
Governcr ſaid, that not being preſent at the ſettlin g the laſt Loan, 
he could not ſay any thing on the ſubject. ph the 
Tue Chancellor of the Exchequier then had Mr. Boyd and Mr. 
Robarts called in; add aſked, if the Loan ſhould be allotted (0 
them without competition, whether they would conſent to the 
terms he himſelf might fix? Their anſwer was, that they would 
truſt to Mr. Pitt's candour in the matter, and take it on dig own 
Wnt ont Foo pl lg ogy gl Nie anne 


Mx. Pitt after this met all the gentlemen who meant to be con- 


tra&ors in another rodm, and ſtated the caſe to them; afterwards 
propoſing to Meſſrs. Mellin and Mr. Morgan if they — 
We. ("SY . Iv 1%4s 347 103 Ciylw 230 


& 4 
. 
*. 
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objection t give in their 5 on thoſe terms; adding, that 
as he did not wih to take them by — ts if they deſired a 
deiay to conſult their friends, ind think further on it themſelves, 
they might- have tit. Meſfis. Melliſhes ſaid, that as delay might 
be prejudicial to public buſineſs, they now decided that they 
ſhould not. Mr. Morgan aifo:deelined it, | * 
- The Chancellor f the Exchequer then retired with the Go- 
verno- and Deputy Governor a few minutes, and ſettled it him- 
ſelf in the following manner, nh 

For {i 10% . 1204 fer cent. Con. lidated Annuities, 


25 Reduced Annuities 3 fer cent. 


* 


F576 Long Annuity. 

with the uſual diſcounts for prompt payment, &c. Kc. . 
The contractors then claimed to know whether any farther 
ſums would be zaiſed, within the terms ef the payments of the 
Loan. ern l | | WT FE 
MI. Pitt reſerved to himſelf the power, if neceſſary, to per- 
mit a further Loan for the Emperor-as far as three millions, and 
{aid that he ſhould probably ifſue one million and a half Ex- 
chequer Bills on the market if he wanted it; and he reſerved 
allo the p Wer ta fund Navy, Bills towards the middle of the 
year to the amount cf five millions, if he ſhould find it neceſ- 
ſary He alſo added, that ſhould he wiſh to add another million 
to the Loan, and make it in all nineteen millions, if in that 
caſe whether they would have any objection to take it alſo; to 

this they aſſented. Sth 

Ou Withdrew, 


Received and read a letter from Mr. Morgan to the chair- 
man of the Committee, dated 17th January 1796, flating, 
that che ſubſcribers to his liſt think it improper that he 
ſhould deliver in their names; which letter is inſerted in 
Appendix, No. 11 | 
Allo, received and 1ead another letter from Mr. Morgan, of 
the ſame date, 8 his propoſal of the 7th of De- 
cember, ſtating, that the gentlemen intending to be joint 
ſecurities had cancelled their names; which letter is in- 
ſerted in Appendix, No. 12. a3 93 
Alſo, received and read another letter from Mr. Morgan 
dated 2oth. of January, containing his opinion reſpetting 
the difference between the offers likely to be made be- 
tween the competitors for the Loan; waich letter is alſo 
inſerted in Appendix, No. 13. ef; 2 | 
Account of money received at the Bank on the Loan of 
1795, on the 1ft of Auguſt and 24th of November 1795, 
12 in and read; and is inſerted in Appendix, 
0. 14 5 1h my 171 | "44 19 * 


; 


32 ˖ Fours, 


perions, to whom you dur buted that part of the ſum which you 
| Qiu no; retain ? | 
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* 44 £4114 44 JG $ nos. * 4 wh 264 


Jui 216 ie daun 1709 ⏑ꝗꝙce6( 4/4 


* 


U. 1%, rr T5 $4.4 þ 


GEORGE RIDGE, Eſquire called in, and examined. 


392 A* you a ſubſcriber to the pr n * 
Ves; in che dite of Mr. Robe te tors don of 


5 9.4. 13% 4 p I f 0 


393. Is — whole ſam * ourſelf Me 
6 For myſelf and partner houſe of Biddalphy Cocks; and 

o. 

394. Is the Committee then to underſtand that no other per- 
ſon whatever | as any inte eſt ig the lame, directly On, 
except the . tie hauſe ? | FLY 

The 4 a: ave not the whole of it. 5 

395 Will you flate to the Committee the names of the other 
pertons, excluſive of the | artnexs in the houſe, who have an in- 
tereſt | in that ſum ? 

I beg leave to decline anſwering that queſtion ; but they are 
all eutomers of the banking houſe. 

596. Have you any objeCtion to ſtate what part ide bool has, 

and what part is divided among the cuſtomers 7 

F beg to decline anſwering t at queſtion, | 
"3 97. Would you object to afk * of ty. . to 
aellier iu their names? oy 

No. Nene | rer HIDE TM 1 


11 1 FT ler 


h And the TR being dl ed in, and acquainted, that the 
Committee bad relolyed, That 3 11 is of e to the 
« pöblic, chat che liſts of the ſeveral gentlemen who are, the fob. 
ct ſeribers to the preſent ban, under the contrattors { for ihe ſaid 
Loan, ſhould be delivered in to the Commixtee 3 ne 

He waswiked, 

2393. Do you perſiſt to welds giving in their names nov ? 


. Yes, I, wiſh firſt 40 mention it tomy ne Wd 
drew. 


cob ALL JOHN8ON, Ville, citted j in, 1 n 


39 Are you a ſubſeriber to the preſent Lo 7 

. in the liſt of Boyd, Beo field, and oo ne amount 0! 
£. 350,000. 1 

oo. Is that whole ſum for yourſe lf??? 

took che whole ſubicriprion” for "wytclf; with a view of giving 


x 


rn 


ſome to ſome particular friends. 


401. Have you any oljcftion to erin e names of thoſe 


] can 


Fa) 


M« Ac © 
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I can have no poſſible objection, but I certainly wiſh to com- 
municate with them before I deliver in their names ; and I will 
conſult them, and communicate the reſult thereof to the Com- 


mittee. a 3 TIS ” Av . 4 CT 
4 Withdrch. 


Jonny 196705, Wong Eſquire, called Jn, aud 


examined % 
23/07 * 


22. Are 0h 6 cn tdb uche * Loan? 
es; in the lift: of Boyd, Benſield, and Co. 102he amount of 
o, ooo. i 
5 8 103. Is that whole ſom for yourſelf? | 29; 
Part only, und part for friends. * bas | as! 
404. Have you any objection to deliver in to | the Commictee 
* names of kose friends, with the reſpoctive ſums ? 

Jam not at liberty to do that mult conſult e 
epon ic, which I will —— the earkieſt opportunity of 1 wy 
wall communicate the reſult to the 1 * 

4.4 44 Wichdrew. 


CHARLES HERRIES, Bene called ip, and Cum. 


405. Are you a ſubſcriber to the preſent Loan? | 
Les z in 39 the lit of Boyd, Benfield, and Co. to the amjaht. of 
250, 


406. * that whole ſam for yourſelf? _ 

No; chere is £, 150,000 for my houſe, and J. 109,999 e 
friends, I append to me to procure them ſome ot the Loan. 

407, H ou any objection to deliver in to the Committee 
the names of oſe friends, with the reſpectire ſums? 

Perſonally I have none, but I do nat conceive Lam warranted 
to do ſo without aſking their permiſſion, which I will take the 
carlieſt opportunity of doing, and will communicate the reſult to 


the Committee, 
Mr. un £00 HANCOCK called in, and examined. 


8. i a ſubſcriber to efent Loan? 

Nor! ayſelf b. but the quantity 4 he Loan adde a in my 
name, to the amount of C. 200 000, is the one half of the ſum 
for which Smith, Payne, and Smiths, to whom [ am clerk, were 
vamed in Mr, Boyd” s liſt, 

409. Do you know whether that ſum was for the actopat of 
tic houſe o al 7, or was diſtributed u Jeg other perions ?. 

Not only the . 200,000 in my name, but an additional ſum of 

.- 200,000 in the name of Richard Oſwin, was divided am n 

1 houſes, cuſtomers and . with Smith, Fanny 


Smiths. 
410. Have 
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470. Have you any objeMon' to deliver in” to the Committee 
the names of thoſe cultomers and cbrreſpondents, with the rr. 
ſpective ſums ? Fenn 

No. x Fi ſt 6 
+ e he delivereyl in theft] 

411. Do you know, of your own knowledge, chat thoſe for: 
were diſtributed in the preciſe manner as is ſtated in the lift de- 
livered in by , w ln fi wee ffs 1hs of 
— rarer the houſe did not retain any part for them- 

ves. s | 

412. Will you ſtate the reaſon of the ſubſetiption allotted to 
Meſlrs. Smith, Payne, and Smichs, being pat into your name 
and Mr. Oſwin's, and not in that of the houſe // 

On account of the vaſt number of receipts of which the ſum 
was compoſed, all df lich required our indoſement; and in 
order to avoid to the partoers the trouble of figning' them, as it 
would have interfered! with their more important engagements, 
and that the receipts having paſſed through Mr. Oſwin's and my 
bands only, it would more certainly aſcertain the regular delivery 
of them to the reſpective parties. M 

| 9 4 7 Withdrew. 
THOMAS HAMMERSLEY, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 

413. Are you a ſubſcriber to the preſent Loan? 
Tes; in Mr. Boyd's lift, to the amount of LF, 100,000. . 


* 


414. Is that whole ſum for yourſelf!?? 
No. | 


415. Have you any objection to deliver in to the Committee the 

Fang > thoſe to whom you may have diſtributed a part of that 
F121 Wy | | ; 

I can have no objection. in my own perſon, but as it is a matter 
of great delicacy, I ſhould wiſh to conſult the parties before I do 
it, which F will do immediately, and communicate the reſult 10 
the Commirtee—I reſerved to the houſe {,. 16,000. 

IIS Dog: AID PRE TS ALL Wikhden. 


Sit ROBERT HERRIES called in, and examined. 


416. Are you a ſubſcriber to the preſent Loan? FO 
Yes; in Mr. Boyd's lit; to the amount of C. $80,000. c 
17. Is that whole ſum for yourſellf?ff 
o; 1 aſked for a larger ſum in the name of my banking 
houſe, and for account of that houſe, itz friends and Cuſtomers, 
buuno more than FC. Bozoo0 was granted me; and that fom was 
divided among thoſe friends and employers of the houſe, and for 
account of the bouſe it ſelſ, pro rata of the ſum aſked. 
418. How much of that {ſum was kept for the houſe? 
4 epo and ſome cdd hundreds. 419. Wil 


We 
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419. Will yen tate the names of thoſe perſons to whom the 
other parts oſ the ſum were.diltribuzed 2 . 


I have not brought the liſt with me, becauſe I conſidered ĩt un- 
neceſſary, it being a general rule in the banking line of buſmeſa, 
not to divulge any thing concerning that buſineſs without being 
forced ſo to do in the courſe of Jaw, or without having the per- 
miſſion of the parties, and of the ſociety of bankers in general, 
conſiſting of 40 houſes, far departing from a general rule in 
that buſineſs. F bein tes 0 | | 6; 

420. Is there ſuch a fociety'of barkers, or -whete' does it 
exiſt 2 74 | | | 

There is, and it meets generally at the London Coffee-Houſe, 
Ludgata Hill hl gn bb nd 7 Men 

421. Is the rule you allude io reduced to writing, and do you 
conſider it as binding on the members of the ſociety to which you 
allude? 1 zauννν, 

I: is not reduced to writing, nor is it any rule particularly of 
that ſociety of bankers, Which is inſtituted chiefly to -profecute 
ſorgers at the common expence of the ſociety 5 but I underſtand 
it to have been a general rule me immemorial among bankers, 
not to divulge the ficuation of the accounts in their books without 
being forced ſo to do, or permitted as:before-mentioned, 

422. Will you defire the permiſſion of the parties to whom the 
ſums alluded to have bren allotted, and on receiving ſuch permiſ- 
lion are you ready to deliver iu a lift of their names? 

have no objection to do flo, 1 

423. Had your houſe any, and what Mate in the Loan for the 
ſervice of the year 179; ? 

Yes; the ſame ſum. 

424. Have you any ſhare in the preſent Loan in any other 
name ? | 

No. Os PETS UT EIT: X "33s 64 | _ 


PASCOP'GRENFELL, Fiquire, called in, and examined. 


as you a ſubſcriber to the preſent Loan, in what lift, and for 
. um 7 8 
I am a ſubſeriber in the liſt af Mefirs, Robarts, Curtis, and Co. 
for the ſum of C. 212, -and in the liſt of Mefir:, Theltuſſons 
[ tave (. 5,000—and as a director of the Royal Exchange In- 
lurance L nave C. 7. ooo. TL | 4 * 
_ Is the whole of that ſum of C. 212,502 on your own ac- 
count ank . 
It is not. | * 6 5 10 
427. State to the Committee the names of the parties among 
hum that ſum is diſtr ibuted?ꝰ N n et 
It will be with great regret it I do not conform to the reſolutioa 
& 1:2 Committee. which has been juſt read to ge- but as at the 
. NA a are - mae 


- 


- 
* 
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time when I agreed that certain gentlemen ſhould: hold cette 
portions of the ſums Which ſtand in my name, I'promiſed not ty 
mention their names] reſpectſully truſt the Committee will nat 
E me ſo to do: I will however ſtate that C. 90,000 of that ſor 
b * my partners Thomas Williams, Owen Williams, Wi. 
lam Grenfell, John Grenfell, and myſelf + | 
428. Will you ſolicit the permiſſion of the perſons among whon 
the remainder of that ſum was diſtributed, to deliver in their 
names, and if obtained to deliver them? _ e 
I will, and will communicate the reſuk to the Committee, 
e Yi Withdrew. 
JOHN WILLIAM KER, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 
6 429- Are you a ſubſcriber to the preſent Loan, in what lil, 
and for what ſum ? 
I ami, in Mr. Boyd's, for the ſum of C. 150, 
| 430- Is the whole of that ſum on your own account? 
The 


whole for my account and that of a relation of mine, my 
brother James Ker. C. 132,000 for myſelf, and he reit for my 


431. Had no other perſon but yourſelf a ſhare in the 
£ 132,000? ROUT 75. e 
No perſon whatſoever. | 


6 Wichdres. 
GEORGE WOODFORD THELLUSSON, Eſquire, calle! 


in, and examined. 


432. Are you a ſubſeriber in the preſent Loan, in what lift, and 
for what ſum ? ; ; | 
I am, in the liſt of Peter Thelluſſon, for the ſum of C. 245,000- 
#3 3+ Is the whole of that ſum on your own account ? 
ot entirely. the 2 we 
Will you ſtate to the Committee to whom any part © 
ed was allotted: #536 * . 
It was to myſelf, correſpondents, and nobody elſe. 
435. Have you any objection to deliver in a lit of thoſe corre- 
ſpondents, with the reſpective ſums diſtributed to them? 
I ſhould wiſh not to deliver it without their permiſſion. 
- 436+ Will you endeavour to obtain that permiſſion, and then to 
deliver into the Committee this names ? . 
I certainly would; but it was all diſtributed to perſons abroad. 
437. What ſum or ſums ſtands in the name of any other part 
of your family of which you can give an account ? . 
2 I believe only 200;000 in the name of niy brother Charles, 
2nd I ſhould with to give an account of the whole C. 445-90 
together, as: the C. 200,000 was only put in the name of R 
brother for the convenience of indaifing the receipts; and he h 


no concern in the management of it. 438. How 


large 2VÞ oy on 


Oo ky 
— 


4, 
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438. "How much of that C 445,000 was. retained for the 
Houſe ? 2 kr N yy | 1 8 * 
4. ] -1-:.-4 ode ow gt 

39. Had no other perſotis whatever any intereſt in that ſum ? 

o ether perſon except we. three brothers, unleſs ſome part of 
that, which we have made preſents of to relations, LE 

N | * 3: £4 : Witadrew. 


WILLIAM MELLISH, Eſq. called in, and examined. 


440. Did you offer yourſelf to contract for the late Loan? 

We attended in Downing Street on the 2gth of November, with 
an intention of hearing Mr. Pitt's propoſals for the enſaing Loan, 
and of going on Friday following to bid for it. 

441. Will you Nate the circumſtances” which led you to watt on 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer with that intention, and what 
paſſed thereupon? 8 _ r 

The laſt and the ſinal determination of our going up to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on the Wedneſday, was from a let- 
ter which we received from Mr. Roſe the evening before, pur- 
porting, that if we wiſhed to have any communication concerning 
the Loan we ſhould attend as the next day ; but we were always 
led to underſtand, from different circumſtances, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer intended to have a competition for the Loan. 
—We arrived in Downing Street, and were introduced into a 
room together, where we waited ſome time ; during which time 
Mr. Boyd and Mr. Robarts were called out of the room, and; as 
I ſuppoſed, to have an interview with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, In a ſhort time Mr. Roborts and alſo Mr. Boyd re- 
:arned, and afterwards we were all introduced into another room ; 
and a little time afterward, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, Mr. Roſe, and Mr. 
Long, I believe, came into the room—The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer mentioned, that before he could enter into any con- 
vetſation in regard to what the Loan was to be compoſed of, or 
ſomething to that, purpoſe, be. muſt firſt relate to us a circum- 
tance which had happened——He then took up à paper in his 
hand, and faid, that the Gentlemen that had contracted for 

the laſt Loan, felt themſelves aggrieved from his wiſhing to raiſe 
2 new Loan before the payments on the laſt were fully made, as 
they underſtood, in the former contract for the lat Loan, it was 
a condition, that there ſhould be no new Loan raiſed before all the 

N in that Loan were male. 
believe the Chancellor of the Exchequer then ſaid, he had re- 
ceived a memorial from Mcfirs, Boyd, ſtating a propoſition- to the 
ther competitors ; and then applied to Meſſts. Boyd, whether 
they had any objection to his MT it; to which they anſwered, 
thatthey had not The Chancellor of the Exchequer immediately 
then read the memorial, the purport, of which was, that Mr. 
a 4 g Morgana 


— . p ⏑«— 
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Morgan and ourſelves were to bid for the Loan; and that Mel: 
Boyds were to have the refuſal, - upon the belt offer, at on: 
half per cent. better for the public—T believe I then ſaid, imme 
diately after the Chancellor of the Exchequer had read the paper, 
that it was impoſſible I rather think I repeated the words, « I: 
is impoſlible,”” tro or three times The converſation that 
immediately afteru ards enſued was, whether Meſſis. Boyds ought 
to have that preference which they ſtated, and different opinions 
were expreſſed. Mr. Morgan appeared to wiſh to enter. into the 
di ſcuſſion with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, whether Meflr:, 
Boyds were entitled to that preference; and I believe, I rather in- 
terrupted him, addreſſin 0 myſelf to the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, ſaying, that T really thought that was a point that ſhould 
be ſettled between him and Meſirs. Boyd; for that, not being pre- 
ſent. at the bargain of the preceding Loan, we could . 
judge of the propriety of their having a piefetence; and at any 
rate it was a point I thought ought not to be diſcuſſed by us; 
and I believe the Chancellor of the Exchequer acquieſced that! 
was er Morgan appeared ſtill to wiſh to enter into the 
diſcuſſion; and ſaid, that it was not only Mr. Boyd, ſuppoſing 
that there was any preference, chat ſhould have it, but his whole 
lit; and I think he went on and faid, it would fall on the pre- 
ſent ſtockholders, Some little converſation thea enſued between 
Mr. Boyd and Mr. Morgan; and Mr, Boyd ſaid, he was a great 
ſtockholder; I did not hear exactly what ſum ; but I afterwarc: 
heard that he ſaid it was for a large amount. I think then Mr. 
Morgan ſtill purfued his wiſh for a diſcuſſion, and ſaid ſomething 
in regard to Ar. Pitt's conduct; and, from what Mr. Pitt replied 
to Mr. Morgan, the Chancellor of the Exchequer certainly did not 
ſeem to be pleaſed, I believe Mr. Pitt ſaid to us, would you will 
to have any time to conſider of this propoſal? I immediately au- 
ſwered, I think I ſaid, “I was aſtoniſhed” I was ſurpriſed indeed, 
to have ſuch a propoſal made to us; and that as we (meaning my. 
ſelf and my brother) were of the ſame opinion, that we did no! 
think it was material; at the ſame time, it would give us plcaſure 
to conſult our friends; for, turning to Mr. Pitt, I {aid, you muſt 
be ſenſible we do not come for 18 millions for ourſclves—ſom* 
_ altercation afterwards took place, the purport of which I do not 
think was material, whether Meſſis. Boyd ſhould have the prefer- 
ence. A little pauſe then took place, when Mr. Pitt turned unto 
my brother 9 eos and ſaid would you with to have two (7 
three days?” I believe 1 had ſaid to him before, that we ſhould be 
extremely ſorry to be any detriment to his preſent Loan by a! 
ſmall delay, and that if he thought that it might be any 1nury d 
it, we did not think-it was material to us to take the time for con- 
fideration, as it was ſo notorious to us both, turning round to m 
brother (who ſaid refuſe it, no, no) that we could not accept it, but 


that I muſt beg to ſay, I was aſtoniſhed and ſurpriſed to hear - 
for 


a propoſel made from one ſet of mercantile men to another 
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{or that ih any large tranſaction} the moment it was concluded, 
ſeveral perſons would be ready to give you a profit upon it, only 
upon the idea that it would be a good thing, or words to that 
cfe—A pauſe here took place dgain, and in a ſhort time Mr. 
Pitt looked at us as if he wiſhed us to withdraw, on which we im- 
mediately left the room. In going through the paſſage, Mr. 
Morgan ſaid; “a word with you,“ and took me and my brother 
aſide, and ſaĩd, What do you think of ſealing up propoſals, or ſome- 
thing to that effect? and IJ immediately anſwered, that I would 
not think of having any thing to do with it. | 

442. Have yon ever heard it maintained, among perſons in the 
habit of contracting for Loans, that Meſſrs. Boyd and Co. had any 
claim to the preference they demanded on the ground of com- 
mon uſage and practice, independent of any ſpecific engage- 
ment? K* ! le * 

It has happened on a former Loan that a miniſter declared, as 
well as I tecollect, that he would not raiſe any more money before 
all the payments were made on the preceding Loan; and I cer- 
tainly ſhould think if a miniſter made me ſuch a promiſe,” that his 
attempting to make a fre!h Loan before all the payments on a pre- 
ceding one would not be right, but if it were abſolutely neceſſary 
for the country, I do not think Tſhould have reaſon myſelf, as the 
preceding contractor, to demand of him the preference, unleſs I 
was a great ſtockholder; but had I not any ſtock, I certainly think 
that every perſon upon my lift who was poſſeſſed of any of the pre- 
ceding Loan, wottld have great reaſon to complain, and would 
undoubtedly have a right to come to me, and beg my interference 
with the miniſter for the Loan not to take place, or to get whatever 
preference” or benefit I could for the loſs they might ſuſtain as 
holders of the ſtock Which they had purchaſed, on the ground that 
no new Loan would be made until a fixed period: 'but-wnhout/a 
ſpecific agteement that he would'not+raiſe another Loan before all 
the erer on the preceeding one were made, I ſhould certainly 
think he had a righit to raiſe añother whenever he thought proper, 
en- tle pretediug contractors having a right to any preference 
natever. 5 ä fb ar bee > 

443. Before the duy when you attended Mr. Pitt, had you any 
reaſon to doubt that the Loan would be open to computation on 
equal terms? | T0 ene gat dr 

I certainly had ſome little ſuſpicion "that it would not be by 
competition, but Was thoroughly convinced in my own mind be- 
fore I went up that it would be ; but when Mr. Boyd and Mr. 
Robarts were called out of the room at Mt. Pitt's, I had a ſuſpi- 
clan that it would not be by competition, and ſaid,” “Hey day 
* a ſecret committee, Lon the morning before we went up ſcme 
body (aid to me that he had fill a ſuſpicion, and I anſwered that 
it was impoſſible, for that we had received a lettet from Mr. Roſc 
dcfiring our attendance that morning. 1m Tic 

| | aaz | 444. At 


4 er met er 4, -- 
— — 1 er wer wa nadie os ab erent a, == 
. — — 
— 4 OC 
— 


230 REPORT FROM TE SELECT COMMITTEE; &c. 


«444+ At what, time, and on What grougd,//did-you firſt enter. 
150 ** luſpicion mentioned in the firſt words: of your laſt an- 
Wer , 619 
I can't exactly ſtate the time I had that ſuſpicion, nor had! 
any other ground than the general converſation of my friends ard 
the public ſhould ſay, I believe one ground that was reported 
was, that he had promiled; Meſſrs, Boyd's party on the fq1mer Loan 
that be would not raiſe another till all che payments were made 
and as it would in all probability be heceſlary to make a fieh 
Loan he fore the termination of the payment ou the preceding one, 
i could nat be done without Mr. Boyd's acquieſcence. 
445. Had you no other gtounds for entertaining that ſuſpi- 
cion ? - | | | | 
I had no other grounds. than that ſingle one which I have 
before, related, as well as the general converſation of the pub- 
lic | 
446. Can you recollect whether you ever received any intimation 
trom the Govercor of the Bank on, this ſubject, namely, that th: 
Loan would or would not be by competition ? | 
Being intimate with the Governor, I certainly have had diffe- 
reut converſations with him, and think I may ſaſely ſay I hard 
ae ard his doubts one way or the other. | ö 
44%, Did che Governor of the Bank ever ſuggeſt. to you any 
particular rcaſon for thipking that the Loan would be given to 
Meſirs. Boyd and Co.? ad uo M3 100 
. do not think that I can ſay that he actually ſtated any abſolute 
reaion why Meſſrs. Boyd and Co, would get the Loan, but as it 
vas laid that Mr. Pitt had made a promiſe noi to raiſe avother 
Loan before the payments on the laſt were made, his conver- 
tations ſeemed to tend that it was likely Meſſrs. Boyd might get 
ſome pre feen cg. 1 n „tet 
448. Did the Governor of the Bank ever mention to you that 
a/{-xvics had been rendered in the courſe of he ſummer to the 
treaſuy by Meſſis. Boyd and Co. in a pecuniary tranſaction, which 
might influence th: Chancellor of the Exchequet io give the pre- 


1 


ference in the Loan to thoſe gentlemen ? ä 
I do not recollect any particular converſation with the Governor 
on this ſubject, bu; it is very probable, and indeed I may ſay more 
than probable, that he has been by when I have been in convetſa· 
tion with, others on the ſubject of the drafts from Hamburgh, or 
that I may have had ſome converſation with him on that ſubjet— 
I do not think that the Governor of the Bank ever ſaid to me po- 
ſitively that he thought · the miniſter had received accommodation 
from Mellrs. Boyd and Co-; but I cannot fay I ever knew bim 
contradict the general re port amongſt my friends that it was ſup- 
poſed thuſe dratts were an accommodation to the miniſter. 4 
9. Can you recollect what he did ſay to you an this point: 
cannot exactly. 


450. Will 
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450. Will you ſtate, as nearly as you can, the preciſe terms 
which you would have offered for the Loan on Wedneiday che 2 5th 
of November ? | 1 N 

It is impoſuble I can, for we did not on that day go up to Er. 
Pitt's for the purpoſe of bidding forthe Loan. i A 
451. Did you, from the whole of what paſſed hetween you and 


the Governor of the Bank on the ſubject of the drafts from Ham- 


burgh, conclude that it was the opinion of the Governor that 
Mr., Boyd would have the Loan onthat account ? 

I certainly did not, 

452. Did your eonverſation with the Governor lead you th con- 
clude, that the tranſaction of the bills from Hamburgh would pro- 
cure to Mr. Boyd any preference whatever, or be productive of 
any influence in his favour, in the negotiation of the Loan! 

do not think that any converfation I had with the Governor 
led me to ſuppoſe that any preference would be given to Meffrs. 
Boyd more than the converſation with any other friend 5 but when, 
as ] have before ſtated; I have heen of differen: opinion, whether 


the Loan would be by competition or not, | certainly thought that 


that tranſaction might gain Mr. Boyd ſome influence with the 
miniſler to obtain a preference. are 
53, Was this the opinion of your other friends? : 

1 can't ſay, nor did I mean to ſay, that it was the opinion of 
any particular friend that Meffrs: Bayd and Co. woutt get à pre- 
ference on this account, but as the report prevailed that the minĩ- 
{ter bad deen aſſiſted by theſe drafis from Hamburgh, I rather 
thought ſome preterence might be given. 

454 Do you reeollect the Chancellor of the Exchequer, at the 
meeting in Downing Street on the 25th November, repearedly all- 
ing you whether you wiſhed a further time to conſult your friends 
on the propoſal which he bad made of the qualified competition, 
and your ultimately declining it? | ® 

certainly do recolle&, as before ſtated, that he made us the 
oſfer twice; but had Mr. Pitt ſaid, will you have two or three 
days to conſider of it? and explained that delay would not be an 
injury to the Loan, I certainly ſhould have accepted cf it, in otder 
to have conſulted my friends upou tt; notwithRanding my brother 
and myſelf were ſo decided in our opinion upon it. 

455. Do you-conceive that Mr. Pitt expreſſed an opinion, what 
that delay would have been of any injuy to the Loan? 

do ot think that Mr. Pitt expreſſed any thing on the ſabject 
indeed I am pretty ſure he never did; bu' I implied, conſideting 

the anſwers I made to him, from his not faying, take tya or 
taree days to conſider of it, that he thought it might be ſome 
inury to it Had the miniſter reſerved the power of ratſing a Loan 
613 millions for the Emperor, and I had thought that it Was Bk-ly 
o take place, I think ĩt would certainly make a diference as to 
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456. Who alone does eee look to tor the performanc: 


of 5 contract ? | fy 


I ſhould ſuppoſe to the contractors — 

457. Are you aware that the contractors incur any greater riſk, 
except that which is incurred by ſubſcribers in general! 

I am certainly aware that the contraRors for the Loan are an- 
fwerkble for the whole, and that the wbſriber'; are only anſwers 
able to them as a ſecondry tednſaGot, 

| Withdrew: 


GEORGE WARD, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 


Are you a ſubſcriber to the preſent Loan? 
15 ; for C. 685,000. 
Was the — of that ſum for yourſelf only ? 
2 not. 
460. Will you deliver in to the Committee the liſt of thoſe 
among whom you have diſtributed any portions of that ſum ? 
I am + wn under the requiſition of the Committee, to deliver 
in that liſt 
| [And the ſaid liſl was delivered in accordin - 
W, drew, 


_” 
— — — — — — 
„ 1 


Vineris, 22®, die Januarii 1796. 
PETER. THELLUSSON, Eſquire called in, and examined. 


461. WI you a contractor or ſubſcriber to the preſent 
Loan, and for what ſum ? 

I joined Mr. Robarts—l1 had C. 1,141,000, which includes the 
ſums in the name of my two ſons. 

462. Does any part of the remainder of that C. 1 $141,000 ſtand 
in your own name ? 
Ves, . 430, é . 

1 as that £ : 430,000 for yourſelf only? 


— Will you ſtate to the Committee the names af thoſe per- 
fon's 0s Hh whom that G. 430,000, or any part 'of it, was dil- 
tributed ? 


Le 400,000 was kept for ſome 4 my friends, and for my- 


| [And he dehvered in a liſt of the remainder.] 
"465: Are there any other perſons among whom any part of 'your 


ſhare was diſtributed, except your own relatives? 


1 o. 
| Withdrew- 
Mr. 


* 
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_Mr, GILES again called in, and examined, 


466. Had you any converſations with Mr. Morgan, in October 
and November laſt, on the ſubject of the expected Loan? 

As to the time I can't exactly ſpeak, but I think it was in No- 
vember, Mr. Morgan called upon me at the Bank, and told me he 
had an intention of making a liſt, and if I would be upon it, and my 
friends, he would be very glad to have my name; he then flated 
that in the formation of his liſt he ſhould ſubject every ſubſcriber 
to the ſigning a letter that they ſhould not be in any other liſt 
but his—L told him that if that was the caſe I could not be in his 
lit, for J had already engaged with the other two parties to be 
upon their liſt—he ſaid he would exempt me and my friends from 
ſigning ſuch a letter—and then, or ſoon after, I gave him the liſt 
which I now delivet in. 

Mr. Morgan afterwards came and told me, if the Loan ſhould 
be for ſeyenteen millions I might take as far as . 15,000 more, 
and if eighteen millions, C. 35,000 more; which I aſſented to, 
but not for myſelf. E | 

467. Did you, in any of theſe converſations, give him an infor- 
mation reſpecting the manner in which (as you underitood) the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer meant to ſettle the Loan, that is, 
whether by open competition or otherwiſe ? 

I could not do it when this matter was firſt talked of, becauſe 
I did not know it; but till afterwards, I believe on the 22d or 
23d of November, tell him that it was to be by competition, and 
ve were to go up on Wedneſday. - 

468. Did you at any time expreſs to Mr. Morgan your opinion 
that the Loan would not be fettled by open competition, but that 
it would be given to Meflirs. Boyds ? 

Certainly not in ſuch words as thoſe———lI confeſs that I did in 
private confidential converſation, which I apprehend with defer- 
ence no gentleman could deem himſelf juſtified in divulging, tell 
him that I had my ſuſpicions that Mr. Boyd's party would, or 
might, have a preference, | 

469. At what time ? 

I believe I did repeatedly, but I don't recollect the dates; but 
it was all previous to Monday the 23d day of November. 

470. Upon what grounds were your ſuſpicions formed? 

My reaſons were, that 1 conceived Mr. Boyd's party, in point of 
good faith, had a claim to ſome preference from the conditions 
ll pulated at the making of the r Loan having been de- 
viated from, and I thought them tov ſagacious to omit availing 
themſelves of that circumſtance. 

471. Did you ſtate that reaſon to Mr. Morgan? 

1 don't know that I ever mentioned it to any body did 
not to him, | | | 


. 472. Did you fate to him any other reaſon for your ſuſpi- 


Con ? 
No; 


ren 
— . — — — 
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No; I don't recollect that I did; I had no other reaſon. 
473. Die vou ate to him that there had been a money tranl. 


action in the cou ſe of the ſummer to the amount vf . god o 


in which Meſſis. Boyds had accommodated government ? 

Certainly nat ; whether Mr. Morgan firttipoke to me of Trez. 
fury Bills, or Ito him, I really donſt know, bot we had a con- 
ve / lation about them, and I believe it was Mr. Morgan who ft 
mentioneg them to me; I told him I knew nothing of the tranſac- 
tion <flictallyy but I had a great many of the bills put into my 
hands, ard had diſcounted two or three of them in my private 
capuciiy Mr. Mori an knew ds much or more of the tranſadion 
than 1 did, as it ſeemed to me by his converſa tion. 

474. Of wha! nature were thoſe Treaſury Bills ? 

It } recotlet right, they were drawn by Boyd, junior, dated at 
Famburgh to the order of Boyd, Benfield, and Company, on the 
Commiſſioners of the "Treaſury, of different dates, and accepted 
by Mr. Long. 1 tg Fenn, S040 1a v1 | 
475. Wes your own private opinion, that a preference won!! 

be given o Mr. Boyd, in any degree founded upon this tranſac- 
tion ? 3 08, ür 0 3299 
Had there been no other reaſons in my mind, I ſhould certainly 
bave not ſuſpected that any preference would be given to Mr. Boyd 
on that account, but it was natural for me to think that it could 
not impede that preference ; I mean ſimply this, that it could not 
put him in a worſe ſituation. L A101 | 

476. Do youthink it put him in a better ſituation ? 6 

1 zeally did not turn this in my mind fo as to have thoſe diſtinct 
idta out it; þ never went further in converſation with Mr. 
Morgan, than to ſay, in effect, that I had my ſuſpicions, which 1 
did repcatedly. 4 

477. Did you ever in converſation with Mr. Morgan, upon the 
fubjeQ of his intention to become a bidder for the Loan, fay, that 
you thought that he would be tricked, or uſe words 10 that 

Never in my life, to my knowledge but I can't be ſure that 
F did not uſe ſuch a word, but if I did, it certainly was in a joking 
weyi but I don't recollect it. 0019 #110" 011 

478. Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer, at any time in the 
courle of the laſt year, apply to the Bank for money to be advanced 
In anticipation of the lait Loan? on 61 

Neither lit year nor ever; I never knew ſuch a thing. 

479. Do yourecollec perfectly that Mr. Morgan ſaid, be ſhould 
ſubject every ſubſcriber to. the ſigning a letter that they ſhould 
not be in any other lift but his? KLE ; 

So I underftood, it, and he put a printed form of a letter in m) 
hand, aud left it with me. 

480. Did you net underſiand Mr. Morgan to allow the ſame 
latu ude or ind ulgence io the friends in your liſt, as to your: 
ſelf, to be in che liſts of the other parties offering for the 
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Moſt 8 1 91 | p 3 
481. Were the friends on your liſt all directors of the Bank? 
No; about one half were not. | | 
482. Did you ever tell Mr; Morgan that you did not conſider 

any thing which paſſed at the ſettling of the Loan in November 

1794, for the ſervice of the year 1795, as a pledge, or entitled 

to weight in favour of the ptetenſions of Meſſrs. Boyd and Co. 

to have a preference to the negotiation for the Loan of 1996? 

I don't recollect that I didit is poſſible that I might ſay to Mr. 
Morgan, that Mr. Boyd's party had ſome right to claim a pre- 
ference, owing to this Loan being made before the other was 
extinct. | | 

483. Did you ever ſay to Mr. Morgan that you thought they 
had not ſuch a right? | A 
No- never, certainly. | 4! 

484. In any of thoſe converſations with Mr. Morgan tos which 
you have alluded, did he expreſs to you his opinion, that the tranſ- 
action of the Hamburgh Bills would be productive of any degree 
of preference to Meſſrs. Boyds in the negociation for the Loan? 

No, never; and I believe that Mr. Morgan never ſuſpected that 
Meſſrs. Boyd would have a preferene at all, I believe he always 
thought it would be by competition. 

485, In the ſeveral public Loans which you have known, has 
it or has it not been underſtood by the parties, that no ſecond 
Loan ſhould take place till after the laſt payment of the former, 
or that if political events ſhould render ſuch ſecond Loan neceſſary, 
the former contractors had a right to à refuſal of that ſecond 
Loan, or to ſome other adequate compenſation ? 

I don't recolle& any Loan made for the receipts to come out 
before the others were totally extinct Mr. Newland looked back 
a great way, but ſince the eſtabliſhment of the Bank, no new 
Loan has been made when two payments of the preceding one 
were not fulfilled, as in the preſent caſe, 

486, On What days were thoſe two laſt payments to be made on 
the Loan for 1795 ?. | | 

On the 27th of November and the 15thof January and there 
were {43,336,265 floating receipts, of the Engliſh and Imperial 
Loan, in tne market on the 24th of November. 

And the witneſs delivered in the fullowing particulars of the 
ſtatement 3 wits 
« Loan due to the Bank 24 November 1795. 
On /. 280,500 — 3 per Cents. 
e aan: 1 
% amn g amn. „ 
| Naa, > EY « . 387,941. 
The witneſs alſo delivered in a paper, intituled, Amount 
of ſtock created by Loan of 1795, which was entered 


in the books of the Bank, on the iſt of Auguſt and x 
| b b — 


” 
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&© of November 1795, and likewiſe of the ſtock of the (aid 
© Loan not entered on thoſe days: Which paper is in. 

|  ſerted in Appendix, No. 15. . Q 
And being further examined, he was aſked, 10 
497- Does the fam which you-ftate! to have remained pryabl- 
on the 24th af November, of 'the Loan for the fervice of the 
r 1795, include the ſum which the Bank had advanced for 
olders of receipts? | Sand 3d | 
No that is paid to the public—irt is a private account between 
the Bank and holders of thoſe receipts. | | 
488. Then do you not coneeive that D ſum ſo advanced by 

o 27 is a part of the Loan ſtill outſtanding as a load upon the 

ic | 

, It is part of the floating receipt not made flock. | 

489. State the uhole amount of that on the 24th of No- 
yemberZ © 3757 51 x 'S 
It appears upon the account delivered in to be on the Englitk 

— ([. 7,962,531 and 


oan 
On the Imperial — 1,393,734 
Total — 1 3.356, 265 


490. Are the two laſt payments on the money borrowed, for 
which this capital was created, the whole that then remained to 
be paid on the Engliſh and Imperial Loans for 1795 

Yes. | 2204 
- 1491, Do you know the amount which the Bank had advanced 
on the 24'h, of November, on the receipts pledged to them? 

L. 387,941. ; 

492. Do you know the amount in money which on the 24th of 
November remained unpaid upon the Engliſh Loan ? 

L. 445.719. . Tl 

493. Do you know the amount in money which on the 24th of 
November remained unpaid upon the Auſtrian Loan? 

No, | 

494+ Ia the particular ſtate of the Loan of 1795; do you think 
that a competition for the Loan lately ſettled would have been un- 
fair, and an act cf injuſlice to Meſſrs. Boyd and his party ? 

I think they would have had great reaſon to complain. 

495. When did you firſt fee Mr, Boyd's letter to the Chancel- 
lor 05 the. Exchequer on this ſubject? Th Al 

On the 25th of November. ddr 

476. Did you ſtate this as your opinion to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer at any time before you ſaw:that letter:? 
.  N&-<l never. mentioned ſuch a thing to him in my life. 

497. When the Chancellor of the Exchequer told Meſſrs, Mor. 
gan and Melliſh that their offers muſt be fubject to an optional 
advance on the part of Mr. Boyd, did you, agree with them in 


thinking that there was an end of competition? I had 
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I bad no particular communication with them on that ſubjc&, 
1 was in the” foam with the eſt ef the gentlemen ; I thought in 


my own mind they would not accept of 1 it; I ſhouid not in their 


place have accepted of the propoſal. 
498. Did the Chancellor of che Exchequer profeſs that he in- 


tended that preference o Mr. Boyd and his party indiyidually, or 


as a compenſation: to the former ſubſcribers generally, for his have 
ing brought forward the ſecond Loan ſooner than was expected ? 

j never heard the Chancellor of the Exchequer fpeak of any 
body but Mr. Boyd's party; they are the agents, the oſtenſible 
people; he never knows who the tubſcribees arc. 

499. Do the principal contractors for Loans ever deliver the 
{crip receip's to the perſons on their liſt, till they have made the 
depoſit on the firſt pay ment? R's 

They have no recFipis to deliver; they give the names of theſe 
gentlemen upon their lifts to Mr. Newland, and thoſe geaemen- 
pay in the depoſit without receipts, and have a right to fetch the 
receipts away when delivered. 

500. Is not all riſk to the contractors from the ſubſcribers at 
an end when that deposit has been made ? 

Certainly not, tor if che Loan was to fall u- der 10 ber cent. 
which is generally he amount of the fiiſt payment; t e contract- 
ors would undaubtedly be reiponſible to the public; I have Kouwn 
it fall 6 per cent. 

you Do your conſider that as a tu riſk to the econtratt- 
ors ? 

No riſk at all; ; 1t is not worth mentioning; it is poſſible, | 

502. Po you conſider the coniraQtors, as to the claim which-you 
bave mentiened, polſeſs that claim e of the lab- 
icribers? | 

| really ſhould- think: 0. 

503. What injury would the contractors ſuſtain fone e 
ciation of a neẽ Loan, previous td the laſt pay ments on che pre- 
ceding one? | ©, 

: LY hat would depend on the quantityiof Rock which they bad 
ft | 
Fog. Would not het apply equally to the ſubſcribers? 

Yes, 1! they had their ſtock remsiaing. 2 5 

505. Do you then think that the cuntractors have a * 
account of the luper:or rk which they incur, and of the dutic: 
which they perform, to ſanct ion or oppoſe a yew. Loan, previous 
to the expiration of the term of their amn without any cou- 
ſide ration of the ſubſcribers? n 

| will not go fo fat as to ſay hey * 5 a richt, but J. as à con- 
tractor, mould think myſelf very unfaicty dealt by, if conditions 


were propuled and made at making It the Loan, unn ſhouid 


afterwards be broken through. | 
506. If Mr. Boyd had {tated to you chat, f in the pre ference 
which he claimed for himſelf, = dick not confider the ſubſctibers 
b 2 as 


— n = 4 £ —_ 
"A . " 
OOO — a. 4. 
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as entitled to any ſhare, or to any compenſation for any injury they 
might ſuſtain from the introduction of 'a new Loan, ſhould you 
have thought his claim to ſuch a preference well founded? 

I ſhould, as the contractor for the laſt Loan. K 

507. Whether as a mere ſubſcriber, not a contractor, if any of 
the conditions made at the time of making the Loan were broken 
28 ſhould you not conſider yourſelf in that caſe entitled to 
complain ? we bs | Won he 

If IT had ſold my ſtock I ſhould not trouble my head about it; 
if T had not I ſhould. 22 1 | * 0 

508. Suppoſing the contractors to have ſold all their ſtock, 
ſhould you think that they had any reaſon to complain ? 

Certainly not; unleſs they felt for the reſt of the people that 
had it; they could not be injured, | | 

zog. You have ſtated that Mr. Newland, having ſearched in 
the books of the Bank, had been able to find no inftance in which 


_ anew Loan had been negotiated whilſt two payments on the for- 


mer Loan remained to be made; did he find any inſtance where 
only one payment remained to be made? | 

He could find none, where a new Loan was made, and the re- 
ceipis came out before all the payments on the former. 


510. When did you firſt converſe with the Charicellor of the 


Exchequer on the ſubject of a Loan, for the ſervice of the year 
1796 ? 
br i believe it was on Monday the 23d of November. 

511. Had the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the months of 
October or November, made any reference to you on the ſubject 
of Mr. Boyd's claim? | 
Never till the 25th of November; I never heard of it before, 
nor ever ſuſpected it; that is Mr, Boyd's claim; but I had the 
ſuſpicion in my mind, as before ſtated, that he had a right to 
claim ſome preference. | 
* 512: On the 23d of November did the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer declare to you, for the information of the parties who 
might intend to bid for the Loan, that it ſhould be diſpoſed of 
by public competition ? 

I sfced him pointedly the queſtion, whether it was to be by 
compecition, and he told me; certainly it would, and that Imight 
tell the gentlemen; and then my ſuſpicions were done away. 

513. Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer at that time know 
who were to be competitors ?* hn . | | 
I told the Chancellor of the Exchequer there would be but 
three that I knew of ; iz. Mr. Boyd's party; Mr. Melliſn; and 
Mr. Morgan ; and I added to him, that Mr. Morgan was very 
reſpectable in point of ſolidity and character, but that he had not 
four people to ſubſcribe to the obligation when he made the Loan 

and that in lieu thereof he would pay into Mr. Newland's hand 
C. 350,000 or C. 400,000, as a depoſit, which the Chancellor of 
ine E was perfectly ſatisfied with. . 


. A 
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514. Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer then ſtate to you, 
that he was under an enga to admit Mr. Boyd and his 
party to a/conferrence with him on the ſubject of their claim, pre- 
vious to his receiving any other competitars ? TE 

No—he never ſaid a word about it. , 5; 

515. When did you firſt hear that Mr. Boyd intended to bid 
for the Loan? 1 4150 | 

I can't recollect the date, but as ſoon as of any body elſe—TI 
think it was in the beginning of November that I received a note 
from Mr. Boyd, intimating that if I wiſhed to be on his liſt, that 
he then received letters. 1 5 | 

516. Did Mr. Boyd make you this offer previous to any foli- 
citation from you ? | | 

I believe he did, but I am not ſure ; I had not ſeen Mr, Boyd 
for ſome time. 1 2 _— 

517. Did you, in point of fact, ſolicit to be on his liſt? 

Certainly I did, by letter, but I was more on Mr. Morgan's li 
than upon any of the other two. e 

518. Did you at any time previous to the 23d of November, 
declare your perſuaſion that the Loan would be given excluſively 
to Mr. Boyd? | 

No dee than as I have already ſtated that I had my ſuſ- 

icions. 
: 519. Had you heard from Mr. Goldſmid, or any other perſon, 
that Mr, Boyd was ſure of having the Loan ? Lil 

Certainly not. A . ; 5 

520. Was there any ſuch rumour in the city? : - 

Lam not ſure ; people may have ex preſſed their ſuſpicions on 
the ſame ground-as I did. | | 

521. When you ſtated to Mr. Morgan your ſuſpicions that a 


preterence would be given to Mr. Boyd, did you at the ſame time 


lay, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer always in his conver 
lations with you declared for competition, or to that effect? 

Certainly. | 5 

522. Had you any knowledge of the negotiation of the Loan 
for the ſervice of the year 1794 ? | ; 

Yes—T was preſent officially as Deputy Governor of the Bank. 

523. Do you recollect the ſealed propoſals of the terms offered 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer in that year ? 

N. never ſaw them. | | 71 h 

524. Do you not ſuppoſe that the terms upon which that Loan 
was actually contracted for, were conſiderably more advantageous 
we public than the tefms contained in thoſe: ſealed pro- 
polals ? + h 4 1 £1446 "mrs 
— conclude from circumſtances that it was; I have not a doubt 

ut it, 

525. Do you mean that yon conclude: it from circumſtances 
that they were conſiderably more ?. 8 Fears 

No—T had no guide to enable me to judge how much. 

| 526. May 


. 
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$26. May it not frequen i happen, the parties may be ſo ſitu. 
ated as to make it an object: to hm to obtain the Loan on terms 


more advantageou: tu the public than the Chancellor of the Ex. 


chequer might propole#''. 15 154 4 4 
Certainly, | . 
527. When did you ſirſt underſtand that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer meant finally to {tile the Loan on the 25th inſtead 
of the 27th of November? IN 
I underſtood it firſt on the 25th of November. ; 
528, Was that intention declared, to Mr. [Mell: and Mr, 
Morgan before they left Downing-{treet on that day ? 
. No—no otherwiſe than the Chancellor of the Exchequer com- 
ing in the room, and then ſettling it; no ſuch.,. declaration was 
made to them, that I knew'of, after their refuſal to accecd to 
the propoſal of a qualified competition, | 
529. Did you aſſiſt the Chancellor of the Exchequer in calcu- 
lating the terms upon which the Loan was contracted for with 
Meſlrs. Boyd? | | 
No otherwiſe than by giving him the price of the ſtock of the 
day; the Chancellor of the exchequer then reſerred to ſome pa- 
pers, which I did not fee; and then aſked the Deputy Gover- 
nor and me whether 7.65 was not a fair price to put the 3 fe. 
rns. at; I think I might fay it was a fair price; the quan- 
tum of Jong annuities he ſettled himſelf; I think then the 
Chacellor ot the Exchequer mentioned it would be raifing the 
money at about £.4 13s. or 14, per cent. intereſt; ? can't ſay 
exactly. | | * ar 
530. Have you not uniformly profeſſed an opinion, that the 
terms of a Loan ought always to be made greatly in favour of 
the ſubſcribers ? ; e *. A 
No, not greatly; I think it ought always to be in their fa · 
531. Did you, when the terms of the Loan were ſet tled, believe 
that an Auſtrian Loan would be propoſed to Parliament ? 
- The Chancellor of the Exchequer had the reſervr, and men- 
tioned it. n ä | 
. 532. Did you believe that it would actually take place? 
I could not tell; the Chancellor of the Exchequer had the re- 
ſerve of making it. "7 1 
533. Should you, ſuppoſing it to have been ycur intention to 
bid for che preſent Loan, with 'yout own opinion of the probabi- 
lity of an Auſtrian Loan, have been induced to offer for the Eng- 
liſh. Loan, upon terms leſs advantageous for the public on account 
of the reſerve made by the miniſter in favour on an Anſtrian 
Certainly ſomething leſs. | : 
524. Did you then believe in point of that that an Auſtrian 
Loan was likely to take place ? n k As 144 


% 
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did not know but it might. | ST RES” 
Received, and read, Mr. Charles Harrise's lift. 


- 7 
ͤ*K AMES — Jt 
— — — — — — — — — 


Sabbati, 23? te Januarii 1796. | 
Mr. GILES again called in, and examined. 


{And he delivered in an account of ſtock created by Loan of 
1793, which was entered in the books of the Bank on the 
5th of December 1795; and likewiſe of the ſtock of the 

laid Loan not entered on that day; Which account is an- 
nexed in appendix No, 16. | the 


_— — * >. * 4a 


— 


Lv 


And he was aſked, 


535. DP you in point of fact believe, on the 25th of Novem- 
ber, that an Auſtrian Loan was likely to take place? 

I was naturally inclined to think the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer meant to have one; I really did think fo. . 

536. When you mentioned to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
on the 25th of November, that he had objected to fixing the laſt 
payment on the former Loan to ſome day in February, ſaying 
that he might have occaſion to raiſe another Loan in January, 
were the parties intending to bid preſent ? | 

No.—Nobody but the Deputy Governor and myſelf, unleſs 
the two ſecretaries of the treaſury were there, 5 

537- Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer make any reply to 
you when you ſtated that to him ? 6 

don't recolle& any particular reply, but he ſeemed to me that 
he comprehended by that, he had in ſame meaſure committed 
himſelf ; nothing further paſſed on that ſubject. TY, 

538. Do you remember whether the whole of Meſſrs. Boyd's 
memorial was read to Meſſrs. Melliſh and Morgan? 

I bekeve not; I ſaw no part of it read to them; be ftated the 
caſe in the room. 

129 Do you recolle& any of the particular expreſſions made uſe 
of by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on ſo ſtating the caſe, with 
relpe to the ſtrength of Meſlis. Boyd's claim? 7 

No—4 do not. | 

540. Were you acquainted with the particular funds in which 
the new capital was intended to be created, any time previous to 
the 23d of November? | . 5 

Not by any communication from Mr. Pitt; but ſome of the 
parties who meant to offer, had told ue they wiſhed to have 3 per 
cent, conſols. and reduced and long annuities, which I communi- 
cated to him on the 234, and he did not object to it. 


541, Did 


: 
: 
. 
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541. Did you ever in converſation either with the perſons who 
intended to bid; or with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, exp 
an opinion reſpecting the time from Which the intereſt ſhould 
commence ? | 2 . 

No and I knew nothing of that till the 25th of November, 
when the Chancellor of the Exchequer mentioned it. 


542, Was it not. pretty y..underſtood, previous to the 
23d of November, that the Loan would be for 16 millions aud 
vpwards ? 


I never heard of more than 16 millions; I heard it would be 
for that ſum. | 2 | 

543. Was not the amount of the navy debt floating in the 
market, generally underſtood about that time to be about fire 
millions ? | 

I never made a calculation in my own mind; if I had gueſ:d 
it, I ſhould have thought it more; I never thought about it. 

544. What effect do you think the power reſerved of funding 
five millions of navy bills during the current year, inſtead of 


paying them in money, ought to have on the terms of the 
n 

don't think it would have had much; perhaps one half jr 
cent. but I don't know what exact ſam to fay. .. * 
545. Do you think that funding five millions of the navy bills 

yable in the courle of this year out of che money voted. for the 

ervices of the year, inſtead. of their being paid in ready money, 
wouid have an effect on the terms of the Loan; and to what ex- 

Certainly that would; but to what extent I am not compe- 
tent to ſay. 1 | td ons of 
$46. Do you mean to ſay more than one half per cent.? 

eg—1 think ſo; much more. COT. 

547. Do you conſider it to be the knowledge that à Loan, to 
any given extent, is coming into the market, which affects the 
price of ihe exiſting funds, or merely the making the ſirſt pay meut 
on ſuch Loan after it is ſetiled ? 19 n wet 

The knowledge certainly. n. 

548. Would the bargain for a new, Loan being concluded before 
the making of the laſt payment on the preceding Loan, although 
the firſt payment on that.new. Loan was not to take place till ſore 
time after all the payments on the former Loan ſhould be com- 
pleted, operate as trougly in affecting the value of the funds, 5 
if the firſt payment on ſuch new Loan were to take place betore 
thoſe on the previous Loan ſhould be.completed ?.. .. - - 

Certainly not. v.35 men 

549. Would not that depend chiefly ou the ſum which te- 
mained to be paid upon che old Loan inn nt 
la a degree, certainly pes UNE er e 

550. Are you, as a Director of the Bank, acquainted W 


LEY 


ps po 
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thing which paſſed there reſpecting the Bills drawn from Ham- 
burgh on the treaſury, before alluded to ? 

I never knew any thing'of them officially ; I am not a diredtor, 
and do not perform the functions of one, 

551, Has the ſum of Loan, allotted to be divided batwendhe 
Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank of Eugland, hen 
always the ſame as the preſent ? 

For the three or four laſt Loans they have been the ſame ; Aut 
three or four years ago, a ſum of £.50,000 each was given to them 
by the contractars, independent of their ſhare of what id given to 
the Bank, and that has been continued ever firice, | 

552. Are you, in your private capacity, a ſubſcriber to the pre- 
10 Loan, and for what fam, and in what liit? 

I believe . 25 5, O00; the whole will appear by the lik adliverd 
in by Mr, Newland, 

$53: Is that whole ſam for yourſcif ? 


554. What part is for yourſelf ? 4 1:4 
.240,000, not more. | 
555. Will you ſtate the names of the perſons to chom e res 
maining. £15,000 has been diſtributed ? 
[Liſt delivered in.] 

556. It has been ſtated, that the Chancallor of the . 
gave as a reaſon Why he applied to Mr. Boyd for an anticipation 
of the payments ol the laſt Loan, that perhaps the Bank Eug- 
and might not ſiad it convenient to make it; do you underftand 
what is meant by that expreſſion ? 

; 28 the Chancellor of the Exchequer never made an ple, 

2 hot. 

557. Do you think, from your — of the cireumſtasces 
attending the advance made by Mr. Boyd, that the treaſury muſt 
have conſidered themſelves as much indebted to him — the ac- 
commodation ? | 

I don't know how to anſwer that e ; I fy Me: Boyd 
was moſt benefited by the tranſaction 3 as I naturally apprehend. 
though I knew nothing of the matter, that Mr. Boyd * have 
ſome commiſſion, or other profit, 

558. Do vou know whether any of the Hamburg Bill were 
received as caſh in making the depoſit of the preſent Loan? 

Certainly not; they could not have, hood; the Act of Parlia- 
ment requires money. — 

559. To the beſt of your knowledge, were not : the . 
with reſpect to the" Hamburgh Bills ned and unprecedented? 

I never ſaw or ke of any ſuch before, 

350. Would or would not the credit of any private hGiſe be 
thought to ſuffer from bills pretended to be rpms Harwbargh, 
if ſuch-bills were N > m-London 

I ould hk ſo; the bills — 2 1 mould an are 


invalid not being ſtam 
» by 8 ped. 4 361. Do 


74 
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561. Do you know whether any of thoſe; bills were preſente.] 
to the Bank to be diſcounted ? 

I really can't tell, + 17 DTT TE ITS 
- $62. Have you had oecaſions' io advert to the circumſtance. 
relating to public loans for ſome time paſt? 

 Yes—at different time.. ” 5" 
563. Do you recolle& what has been the uſual interval betucca 
the fixing the bargain and opening the Budget? 

I believe in general two or three days; ſometimes a day more; 
and ſometimes a day leſs. 1400. 
564. Before the two laſt Loans, do you ever recollect jo long 
an interval as 12 days? | + 

Certainly not. 


: 


565: Does it occur to yon, that an advantage is likely to ac- 


erue to the public from an interval ſo unuſually long? 
I do not conceive there can, | 


566. Are you acquainted with the particular circumſtance: 
which occaſioned thoſe bills which were in fact drawn or written 
in London, to be dated as from Hamburgh ? 
I know no more of that, than what has been read to me as par! 
of Mr. Boyd's evidence. | | | 
567. Do you mean to ſay that bills bearing date as at Ham- 
burgh, though actually written in London, under all the circum- 
ſtances belonging to thoſe particular bills in queſtion, would b. 
injurious to the credit of a private mercantile houſe ? 
I have not heard all the circumſtances. | 
558. Have you heard any circumſtances relative to the tran'- 
action of theſe Hamburgh bills, that would make you think dii- 
terently with reſpe& to them, from what you have expreſſed you:- 
_ think of other tranſactions of the like deſcription ? 
569. Would the Bank diſcount for any commercial houſe what- 
ever, bills which were known to be drawn under the circumſtances 


: 


Vu nich have been ſtated to belong to the Hamburgh bills? 


1 believe not. * 

570. Do you think that it is one of the advantages attending 
Loans by competition, that the public generally obtain the fun 
to be borrowed upon better terms ? 

I ſhould think to. 


_ Withdrew. 


— 


Lune 250 die Januarii 1796. 
ECEIVED, and read, a letter, from Sir Robert Herries, 
reſpecting his liſt. | 1 
An received a leiter from Mr. Angerſtein, reſpecting his 
, "WES 2. enn ee 2e P #54 Alle 


» 
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Alſo received, and read, a letter from Mr. Morgan, dated 
_, Kenſington Gore, January 25th, 1796, on the ſubject of 
is examination; which letter is inſerted in Appendix, 
| yo 17; to which it was agreed — the Committee, that 
nſwer ſhould be ſent to him by the Chairman; which 

o inſerted in Appendix No. is. 1 


EDWARD M-<CULLOCH, Eſquire, called i in, and 1 1 
57. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe 15 and 


for what ſum ? £8 
I am a ſubſcriber to Mr, Boyd's lift for . 0 I 
572. Is that whole ſum for yourſelf ? * 
It is. 


573. Do you mean that no other * whatever has any in- 
terel, directiy or indirectly, in that ſum ? 
No perſon whatever. 
Withdrew. - 


TAMES CRAUFURD, Eſquire, called in, and examined. | 
574. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe liſt, and 


for what ſum? 
I am, in Mr. Boyd's lift, for C. too, ooo. 
N. 5. Is that whole {ym for yourſelt ? 


5776. Win you ſtate to the Committee how muce of that ſum 


was for yourſelf, and the names of the perſons among whom the 
rell was diſtributed? | 
£20,000 was for myſelf; the reſt of it was diſtributed amongſt 
my friends, the names of whom I do not think mylelf at liberty 
0 mention. i 
577. Will you aſk permiſſion of thoſe friends to diſcloſe their 
names, and communicate the reſult to the Committee? r 
will; but ſome of them are abroad. 


578. How much of the remaining ſum of 4. — belongs 10 | 


perſons abroad? 
C 20, ooo. 


Withdrew, 


ANDREW LOUGHAN, Eſquire, called in, and examineds 


59. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, i in whoſe liſt, and 
tor what ſum 5 : 


| am, in Mr. Boyd's lift, for the ſur of £+59,000. 
1 Is that whole ſum for yourſetf? 


15 Will you ſlate how much of that A wb wv yourſelf; and 


Be we yy of the perſons among whom the remainder was dif- 
bute 


Yes, 
£.36,000 


5 7 FS. q 
„ö e 


3956 REPORT FROM THE SECRET COMMITTEE, ce. 


'L 2287 for ee and artner, Mr. Andrew Cbesp. | 
b in 111 the Yemainder. ] do 
10274 Wichdrew. 


Joh PARKINSON, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 


582. Are vou a ſubſcriber t to the late Loan, i in whoſe ht, aud 
for what ſum? RR 

4 berts r 61,000, 4 
. s that whole fam for yourſelf? 75 

$54- Will you fate to the Committee 1 ich of that fum 
is for yourſelf, and the names of the perſons 2 whom the 
remainder is diſtributed ? 

4 56 000 for Mr. Reed, wy partner, and err 

[Lin delivered in of the remainder, ] 
Withdrew, 


ABRAHAM ROBARTS, Eſquire, called 3 in, * examined. 
585- Are you a ſubſeriber of the e ih whole lit, and 


** what ſum? 
- am a ſubſeriber in my own lift for the fum of . 79,000. 
— Is that whole ſum for yourſelf? 


587. Will you ſtate to the Committee I much of that ſum 
is for yourſelf, and the names of the ea N whom the re- 
niainder is diſtributed ? 

£.49,000 for myſelf, and 

34:000 for the houſe of Hoy Francis Brooke and Com- 
a pany, of Briſtol, with om 1 am concerned. 


| Withdrew. 


JOSEPH: BERWICK, Eſquire, called 3 in, and examined. 


588. Are you a ſubſcriber of the late Long, i in whole lif, and 
for what ſum ? 

I am, in the lift of Robarts, Curtis, and nd Co. to the amount 
of C. ol, oo. 

589. Is that whole ſum for yourſelf ? 

YO. 

9. Will _ ſtate to the Committee how much of that ſum 
1g for N n of the perſons amongſt whom the 
remainder is diſtribute 

It is for wes partrees of the houſe, namely, Abrabam Robarts, 
William Curtis, Ellis Were, Charles Horny 1d, and myſelf. 

15 91. Do you mean to ſtate that no perion has any intereſt, di- 
re 1 


35 857 indirecily, ig the above ſum ? With, 


RAWSON 
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RAWSON AISLABIE, Eſquize, called in, and examined 
5924+ Are you a ſubſcriber ta the late Loan, in whoſe liſt, and 


for what ſum ? 
am an original contractor for the ſum of 345,006 
$93 Was the whole of that ſum for your | 


594. Will you ſtate to the Committee how much of that ſum 
is for yourſelf, and the names af the perſons among whom the re- 
mainder is diſtributed ? 

{.87,000 for myſclf—I conſider it as a kind of bardſhip_ that 
1 ſhould deliver in the remainder, as treſpaſſing. on my private 
concerns ; but I am ready to deliver it in. 


[A amen and read.] 
Withdrew. 


JOHN NESBIT, Eſquire, a member of the Houle, conſents 
to be examined, 


595. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe liſh _ 
for what ſum ? 

Yes—in Mr. Boyd's liſt, for . 50, ooo. 

456. Is that whole ſum for yourſelf ? 


It 1 Its 


Withdrew. 
RICHARD BULLER, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 
597. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe liſt, and 
for what ſum ? 
I am, in Solomon galomon's lit, for C. 80, ooo. 
598. Is that whole ſum for yourſelf ? 


Jes, all for 80 
Withdrew. 


WALTER BOYD, Re, Eſquire, called i in, and examined. 


599. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whale ins 
for what ſum ? 
I am, in Mr, Boyd's lit, for C. io, ooo. 
on. Is that whole ſum for yaurliclf ? 
es. 


601. Has any other perſon any intereſt, direly or indire8ly, 


in that ſam ? 
No. 


602, 
bh Are you not engized in a houſe e of buſineſs at riame 
0 


Withdrew. 
JOHN 


- 9 — Rey * — 
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--JOHN PETRIE, Eſquire; called in, and examined. 
* Gog. Are you a ſubſcriber in the la Loan, in whoſe If, aud 
for what ſum ? 2 nne 
L am, on'#ecount of the houſe of Petrie, Campbell, and Co. i: 
Mr. Boyd's lit, for the ſum of . $0,090. n 
604. Is that whole ſum entirely on account of the houſe ? 


Us, 

605. Will you ſtate to the Committee how much of that ſum 
is for the houſe, and the names of the perſons to whom the re- 
mainder is diftnbuted ? e een, 5 

£ zo, ooo for the houſe, 


Lia delivered in of ehe remainder,} 


There is another ſum of C. Fo, ooo in the name of John and 
William Petrie, which was divided amongſt the partners in the 
hon fe of my brother William and myfelf; namely James Wal- 
wyn, John Ward, William M*George, John Petrie, and Wil- 
liam Petrie, N. 7. | 

Withdrew, 


JASPER ATKINSON, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 


606. Are you a ſubſcriber tv the late Loan, in whoſe lift, and 
for what ſum ? 

Our houſe, conſiſting of William Smith, Sir Francis Ford. 
George Smith, and myſelf, are ſubſcribers ro the amount ot 
6.250, | | 

607. Is that whole ſum for yourſelves only? 

No. 

608, Will you flate to the Committee how much of that ſums 
for the houſe, and the names of the perſons among whom the re- 
mainder 1s diſtributed? 

The ſum for ourſelves is C. 50,000 each With reſpect to the 
remaining (. 50,000, it has been given to a few private Friends, 
to whom we were under no previous engagement, and it was a 
voluntary act of our own. 

60g. Will you give in an account of the names of the perſou: 
holding the remaining ſum of C. 50,000 ? 84 

1 am not prepared to give in that lift; 

610. Will you tranſmit to the chairman of this Committee the 
ſaill like 8988 ae og 
; L have no objection to apply to the parties for their conſent to 

0 o, 2 


611. Has any ot her perſen,” directly or indirectly, any interelt 


in m L. zcc, ooo divided amongſt the houſe ? 
0. f 
HENRY 
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HENRY DAVIDSON, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 


612, Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe liſt, and 
for what ſum? | 

The houſe of Davidſon's and Graham, namely Duncan David. 
ſon, Henry Davidſon, and Charles Graham, are ſubſcribers, in 
Mr. Boyd's lift, to the amount of . 75,0. 

615. Is the whole of that lum for yourſelves alone? 

No. N 1 N 
614. Will yon ſtate to the Committee how much of that ſum is 
for the houſe, and the names of the perſons amongſt whom the 
remainder is diſtributed ? | 

For ourſel ves C. 33,000; and as to the remainder, I will en- 
deavour to obtain the permiſhon of the parties to whom it was 
given, and will deliver in their names. 

5 Withdrew. 


JOHN BATTYE, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 


615. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe lift and 
for what ſum ? 

i am, in Mr. Boyd's liſt for C. 50,000; and in Mr. Thelluſſon's 
ik tor £. 7,000. 

616. Are the whole of thoſe ſums for yourſelf alone? 

The C. 7,000 is for myſelf and partner, Edward Whittenhall; 
and of the Z.50,c00 I gave FL. 5,000 only to a Mr. Thomas 
Hawkes ; the whole of the remainder was for myſelf alone. 

ö Withdrew. 


JAMES BROGDEN, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 


617. Are you a a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe lift, and 
tor what ſum ? 
I am, in Mr. Boyd's lift, in my own name for . ze, ooo; and 
n the firm of Pieſchell and Brogden, (. 50,000. 
£18. Are the whole of thoſe ſums for yourfelves only? 
Tes; except f. 10,000, which was given to a foreign houſe. 
Withdrew. 


"MANUEL BARUH LOUSADA, Eſquire, called in, and 


examined. 


61g. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe lit, and 
Ir what ſum? 
Lam, in Mr. Goldimid's liſt, to the amount of C. 530, ooo. 
020. Is that whole ſum for yourſelf? _ - 
Ves; but I have fince diſpoſed of part of it amongſt my own 
Mons. 
| Wirkarew. 


WIL» 


* „„ 
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WILLIAM MATHEW RAIKES, Eſquire, called in, and 


examined. 


621. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe liſt, and 
for what ſum? wala me 

I am, for C. 57, oo; . o, ooo in Mr. Goldimid's litt, aud 
7, ooo, as a Director of the Royal Exchange Aſſurance Com. 


pany. | 
622. Are thoſe ſums for yourſelf alone ? 


623. Will you ſtate how much of thoſe ſums is for yourſelſ, 
and the names of the perſons amongſt whom the remainder 13 
diſtributed ? F | 

C. 7,000 for myſelf. 

[Liſt delivered in of the remainder,] 
Withdrew, 


' JOB MATHEW RAIKES, Eſquire, called in, and 
| | examined. | 


624. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe lift, and 
for what ſum ? | | 

Jam, for {.50,000, in Mr. Goldſmid's liſt, 

4 Is that whole ſum for yourſelf ? 
No. | 
626. Will you ſtate to the Committee how much of that ſum 
is for yourſelf, and the names of the perſons amongſt whom the 
remainder 1s diſtributed ? 

The whole of it was for the houſe of William and Thomas 
Raikes, and Co.; to wit, William Raikes, Thomas Raikes, Wil- 
ham Mathew Raikes, and Job Mathew Raikes ; of which I am 


a partner, 
| Writhdrew; 


CLAUDE SCOTT, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 


627. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe liſt, aud 
for what ſum ?. 

Ves; for . 50,000, in Mr. Goldſmid's liſt. 

629. Is that whole ſum far yourſelf? 


| Yes; wholly for myſelf, and no other perſon is concerned. 
5 . | Withdrew . 


CORNWALL SMALLEY, Eſquire, called in, ard examined. 
| , 629. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe lit, end 


for what ſum ? 

Jam, in Mr. Thelluſſon's lift for C. go, ooo, and in Mr. Gold- 
ſmid's for C. 10, ooo. 
*,4 TY . | 639. Are 


8 Are thoſe whole ſums for yourſelf? 


o. 

631. Will you, ſtate to the Committee how much of thoſe ſums 
is for yourſelf, and the names of the perſons amongſt whom the 
remainder is diſtributed ? | 

{. 58,000 on account of myſelf and partners, namely, Samuel 
Thornton and Nobert Thornton; and ,. 2,000 on account of a 


Withdrew. 
ROBERT WATTS, Eſquire, called in, and examined, 


632. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe liſt, and 
for what ſum? _ qc | 

Yes, in the lit of Mr, Boyd, FL. 50,000, and in Mr. Golds 
{mid's . 7,000, | 

633. Are thoſe whole ſums for yourſelf? 

No 


6 34. Will you tate to the Committee how much of thoſe ſums 
is for yourfelf, and the names of the perſons amongſt whom the 
remainder 1s diftributed ? i 

The ſum on my own account was only ,,. 7,000; the C. o,o 
was for the account of Mr. Shaw, of Dublin. , a 

a FP. | Withdrew. 


K» _— 


— Oo—y 


* — —_ = — 


Artis, 26, die Januarii 1596. 


{ Copies of the contracts or agreements for the Loans for the 
ſervices of the years 1794, 1795, and 1796, were delivered 
in to the Committee; and are inſerted in Appendix, 
Nos. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, aud 25.] 


LACHLAN ROBERT MACKINTOSH, Efquire called in, 
and examined, 


035. ARE you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe liſt, and 
for what ſum? _ __ r 
I am, in Mr. Boyd's liſt, for the ſum of (, 70, 00. 


Ng Is that whole ſum for youfſelf : 
0. | 


2 037: . a to the 82 how much of that ſum 
is tor yourtelf, an the pames ons amongſt whom the 
remainder is diſtributed? Ke | hich * 
£ 20,000 for myſelf; the remainder was divided among three 
different perſons ; one for £ 30,000, and two for £* I0,000 
each ; the names of whom I am not at liberty to mention, but I 
ill apply to them for their conſent ſa to do. | 


à 4 | ELLIS 


l 
: 
: 
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ELLIS WERE, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 
639. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Lban, in whoſe lift, ar, 
for what ſum? N50 20. e | 

I am, in the general lift, for £. 100,000, 11> 
639. Is that whole ſum for yourſelf ? S 

No part of ĩ''ti t. geg. in 

640. Will you tate the names of the perſons among whom that 
ſum is diſtributed ? 

I am under ſome difficulty about that; many of-our-cuſtomer:, 
who did not chooſe to have their names mentjoned, are included 
under the names of Mrs. Hornyold and myſelf ; and of courſe we 
ſtand pledged not to diſcloſe their names, and it would interfere 
with the iatereſt of our buſineſs : I have no other reaſon to aſſign 
than that we are bound by honour and promiſe; -and that it 
would interfere with the intetclt of many of them who arc {o- 
reigners. | 

641. What part of the ſum is for foreigners ? 

That cannot explain. 0 

642. Will you ſtate to the Committee, as foon as you can in- 
Form yourſelf properly on the ſubject, how much of that ſum 1: 
for foreigners, without reference to names: 

T cannot give that information; I believe Mr. Hornyold can. 

643. Was the ſum of . 235, ooo, which ſtands in the name ol 
'Chartes Hormyold;, who has been ſtated to be a partner in your 
houle, diſtributed in the ſame manner as the £.190,000 ? 

Yes, it was diſtributed amongſt the cuſlomers or correſpond. 
ents of our houſe. 

- 1 Withdrew. 


CHARLES HORNYOLD, Eſquire, called in and examined. 
644. Are you a ſubſeriberto the late Loan, in whoſe liſt, and 
for what ſum? 33 42 ; 
J am, in Robarts and Co's liſt, to the amount of £.235,000- 
645. Is that whole ſum for yourſelf? 
N 0 


A 5-4 


8 : 

646. Are you acquainted with the diſtribution of the ſum o 
L. loo, ooo which ſtands in the name of Ellis Were? 

No—T am not. 5 5 5 

647. Huw much of the ſum of £235,000 in your own name 
for yourlclf ? | _ | 
. © [£-100,000 for the houſe excluſively. 

 *648. Will you ftate to the Committee the names of thoſe 
among whom the remaining £.135,000 is diſtributed? 

It is Giftributed between three toreigners, whoſe names 1 am 
not at tþerty to mention. | : n | 

649. Do you ſpeak of your own knowledge, that that ſum was 
1 among foreigners only ? 

Les. | 


& % 


65. Do 
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-650. Do you: know of whom information can be obtained re- 
ſpeRing the diſtribution. of Deer ſanding | in the . 
Ellis Were ff 

No, I do not. 
r 2 


Mr. WERE again called in, d 3 5 55 


651. will you endeavour to inform yourſelf of the "FIC: 
the perſons among whom the 100,000], is diſtributed, and deliver 
n a liſt of them to the Committee 7 
Ves will, if they conſent. * ren 

Withdrew. 
NA 9550 


*0LOMON SALOMONS, Eſquire, called i in, we” exdinifned,” 


652. Are you a ſubſcriber tothe late Loan, in whoſ lia, and 
for what ſum ? | | 

I ſtand as a contractor in the liſt, for the ſum of 685,000]. 

653. How much of that ſum ands in your own name? 

520, ol. | 

654. o that whole ſum for yourlelf only © 

No. 


= 

655. Will you late to the by — much of that ſam 
is for yourſelf, and the names of the pefſons among -whom the 
remainder 1s diſtributed ? N 
I will ſtate what was for ute to wit. 160000. as to the re- 

mainder I am not at liberty to mention it; and I ſhould not like 
to betray a truſt which has been committed to me. 

656, Will you endeayour to obtain their permiſſion to mention 
their names, and ak in the lift to FU erer ? 


Yes. 
Withdrew. 
ZLEAZER PHILIP SALOMONS, Efquire, callled in, and 


examined. 


657. Are you a eetrcadior to the late Loan, in whoſe lit, and 
tor what ſum? . PR 
Yes, for the ſum of 1,711, * | 
658. How much of that ſum ſtands in your own name 7 | 
Only 358,0001. but. there is a further ſum 800. gol. in my 
own lut, in the name of Benjamin and Abraham Galalmid, Which 
del 65 to me. 


8 15 che whole of that ſum of 1,158, 0l. for yourſelf I 


566. Will vou fate. to the Coniitden, how much of har, ſym 
5 for yourſelf, and the names o the periops 2009S HOW. the 
acid n bebe rm tag eee ; 


* * 
4 


S * 
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About 530 or 540,000. was for myſelf—reſpeting the remain. 
der I am not at liberty to ſtate the diſtribution. 


« 


661. Will you endeavour; to obtain permiſſion of the perſon; 
among whom that remaining ſum was diſtributed, and deliver in 
a liſt of their names to the Committee ? 

I will make a point of it. e 
5562. Has any other perſon, directly or indirectly, any iutereſt 

in that ſum of 530 or 540, oool. before mentioned? 

No, it is all my own. | | 
| Withdrew, 


| JUDAH PHILIP SALOMONS, called in, and examined, 


663. Are you a ſubſcriber to the late Loan, in whoſe li{t, aud 
for what ſum? _ | 

I am, in the lift of Solomon Salomons, for the ſam of 5 5,000!, 
664. Is that whole ſum for yourſelf ? | 

Yes—and no other perſon has any intereſt in it whatſover. 


7 Withdrew, 


ABRAHAHAM GOLDSMID, Eſq. called in, and examined. 


665. Are you a contractor to the late Loan, in whoſe lift, and 
for what ſum ? 
I am, for the ſum of 2,966, oool. | 
656. Are you a ſubſcriber for any further ſums in the liſts of 
the other contractors ? 
, Yee - 
In Mr. Robarts's liſt for C. o, ooo 
In Mr. Aiſlabie's — ze, ooo 
In Mr. Solomon Salomon's 20,000 
In E. P. Salomon's — 930,000 
1,050,000 
2,956,000 


| | 4,016,000 
667. For bow much of the ſeveral ſams for which you appear #3 
4 contractor or ſubſcriber, amounting to 4,016,000], have you de- 
livered in the names of any other perſons as ſubſcribers? * 
To the beſt of my recolle&ion 5 24,0001. to, 
668. Is the whole of the remainder, amounting to $492,000), 
for © San ouly ? 
No. 


* 
F - 


* . 


66g. Will you ſtate to the Committee how much of that ſum i“ 
for yourſelf, and the names of the perſons among whom the le- 
mainder 1s diſtributed ? ure”? | 11 SIA 

L. 482, ooo for my brother Benjamin Goldſmid and myſelf ; as 
to the remaining 3,010,0CO I can't give up a lit, as 1 was in ho- 


nour 


« @©VGr a coo a was 1 
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nour bound not to do ſo ;'I could furniſh the Committee with ſe- 
veral names of perſons to whom I did not make that preciſe pro- 
miſe z but as there are ſeveral gentlemen concerned, ſuch as ban- a; 
kers, it would prove an inconveniency to them, for fear they "1 
might be called on by their cuſtomers for not having allowed them | 
ſhares ; but I can aſſure the Committee, that there is no gentle- 
man concerned who has any thing to doin political matters. 
670. Will you endeavour to obtain the conſent of the perſons 

to whom you have alluded, and with their permiſſion deliver in a 
li of their names to the Committee? 

I bave applied to the major part of them, and they have univer- 
fally diſapproved of my vublithin: their names. 

671+ Will you then deliver in. a liſt of the names as perfect as 
you ſhall be able to make it, and afſigning reaſons where the 
names do not appear ? 

I will. 


— * 


Withdrew. 


CHRISTOPHER TERRY, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 


672. Were you included in the liſt of perſons who intended to 
ſubſcribe for the Loan under Mr. James Morgan? 

J was. 

73. In conſequence of Ms. Morgan's diſappointment, were 

you deputed by any of the ſubſcribers to his lift to wait on the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ? 

At a general meeting, a Committee was appointed, which 
Committee deputed me and Mr. Brown to wait on the Chancellor 1 
ofthe Exchequer. : 

674. Can you ſtate what paſſed at that meeting? 

I went with Mr. Brown, on or about the ſecond of December, 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; we itated to him the reafon 
of our attendance, which was, that the gentlemen of che Com- 
mittee wiſhed to repreſent their grievances, owing to his not hav- 
ing all-wed a competition for the Loan. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in reply, related what had paſſed at the meeting when 
Mr. Morgan attended for ſettling the preliminaries ; and ſaid. 
he wiſhed to ſatisfy Mr. Brown and me, that what he did was for 
the benefit of the public at large; he alſo read the letter that he 
had received from Mr, Boyd, the night previous to the intended 
meeting : he ſaid, after reading and conſidering it, he thought 
that Mr. Boyd's claim deſerved ſome degree of attention” —t 
think thoſe were his very words; but he acknowledged that, in | 6d 
his opinion, Mr. Boys had no legal preference. The Chancellor | 19 


of the Exchequei ſaid, he had wiſhed to aſcertain, whether any 
agreement had been made, at the time of making the former 
Loan, reſpeQing Mr. Boyd's claim; on which he confolted with if | 
the Governor of the Bank, with reſpe& to any converſation It 
which had paſſed at the former Loan. That the Governor 2 
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the Bank informed him, that it had not been uſual to make anew 
Loan till the laſt payment of the former one was made. The 

Chancellor of the Exchequer was afked, whether it was his in- 
tention to have ſettied the Loan on that day f—he ſaid, chat it 
was not; that his reaſcn for ſettling it on that day was, that Mr, 
Morgan and Mr. Melliſh having refuſed to become-competitors, 
he was left with the cther parties only; that he firſt conſulted 
with the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank on the 
terms, and then. cloſed with Mr. Boyd, 

675. Have you any reaſon to * that a better Nargain 
would have been made for the public, if Mr. Morgan had been ad- 
mitted to a competition for t Loan ? 

I have reaſon to think fo. 

676. Did yon give to any gentleman e to fate i in par. 
Hament, that Mr. Morgan would have made an offer by at leaf 
two fer "cent. more :Ivantageous tor the public had he chen been 
permitted to bid! 

J did. 

677. Was not that authority derived in part from converiatious 
with Mr, Morgan ? 


It was; | 
678. At what time had you that converſation with Mr. Mor- 


gan, which led you to ſuppoſe that he would offer terms of ws 
per cent. more favourable o the public? , 

The day after the Loan ves agreed upon. 

679. Was it not then publicly . what the terms were ? 


Yes, 
Withdrew. 


| Received, and read, a letter from Mr. Paſcoe Grenfell, dated 
Spring Garden, 25th January 1796 ; on the ſubject of his 
lift. 
Alſo, received, and read, a note from Mr, Godſchall Johnſon, 
dated Albemarle-flreet, 25th Pſy 1790, on the lubject 
of has liſt. | 


. , a 
* 
1 4 1 n . 


Lune, die 18 Tae 706. 


Mr. ABRAHAM GOL DSM D again Called i in, 4d examined 
and delivered in his hiſt, 


Amp 1. was aſked ; | 

680. It appcaring that the ſum 1. 25 3,000 yet remains unc 
counted for, how is that ſum d iſtributed ! 

Amovg different perſons, to whom Lam under reſtrictions nos 


4 t 5 art are. bankele 
to mention their names, of ich the greatell p 681. Whetller. 


eh 
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681, Whether, among the perſons whoſe names you {tate your- 
ſelf to be under an engagement to conceal, is there any one whom 
von conſidered as authorized by the Ciancellor of the Exchequer 
to apply to you to be put on your lift, or who is in any way con- 
nected) ith h £4 1 6 961 1 7 7 

No one what ſoever I beg leave to repeat that there is no one 
in a political character (unleſs there ſhould be any member of 
parliament canceraed-as a partner in any banking or mercantile 
_ houſe) or in any way whatever connected with the treaſury, that 

has any ſhare or intereſt whatever in my liit; and this I ſhould be 

cad at any time to atteſt upon oath, oth $2994 ; 

6 Do you know whether the ſum of 130,c00l. ſtanding in 
the name of Goldſmid, Son, and Co. is on their ſole account ? 

I know it to be entirely ſa. =O, 

693. Do you know! whether the ſum of 65,0007,” ſtanding ia 
the name of N. Levcin, is on his own account? LEY 

Ves; and that the 55,0001, which ſtands in his nzme in the 
{iſt which I now Celiver in for Mr. E. P. Salomons, is atfo'on his 
vwn account entirely. . 1 24-4 

[And the ſaid liſt. was deRrered in.] 

684. Do you know whether the ſum of 50,0001, ſta 


- - 


che name of Li D. Symons, is on his own account? 


I know it is. | 
Witchdrew. 

Received, and read, a letter from Mr. Boyd, dated Sackville 
Street, zoth January 1796; and allo, | | 

A leiter from Mr. James Drummond, dated 27th January 
1796, on the ſubject of Mr. Mackintoſh's Lift, 

Allo received, and read, a letter from Judah, Ph. Salomone, 

datei zoth January 1796, ſtating bis having 6,000l. in the 
liſt of E. P. Salomons, eſquire. | 


Mr. GRENFELL again called in, and examied. 
685. Do you perſiſt in declining to give in a liſt of the names of 
_ eee upon your liſt? | | 

o: my reaſon is, I could not do it without being guilty of a 
breacl-of —— 185 ns x 4 y | ; ſe bob N 

586. Whether, among the perſons whoſe names you ſtate vour- 

{elf to be under an eagagement to conceal, is there any one whom 
you conkdereg as authorized by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
70 apply to yau to be put on your lk, or who is in any way con- 
nected with him? a 


nding in 


Certainly not: and I ſhould be ready to atteſt this upon oath, if 


called u pon. 


Withdrew. 
Martis, 
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Martis, 2? die Februarii 1796. 1 
Mr. TAMES CRAUFURD attended, and delivered in his Lis, 


687. FT appears that you are a ſubſcriber on Mr. E. P. Salo- 
mon's liſt for the ſum of 200,000], is that ſum entirely on 
your own account? "7 | l 
It is: no other perſon is directly or indirectly concerned, or has 
any intereſt therein. 185 ; 
1 ö Withdrew, 


Mr. JOHN BATTYE again called in, and examined ; 
And he deſired to give the following explanation to his former 


evidence ; 

My name ſtands on Mr. Thelluſon's liſt for 43,0001. —T before 
informed the committee that 75,000," of that ſum was for myſelf 
and partner—the other 36,000). (not being immediately con- 
cerned in it) had eſcaped my recollection when I was laſt before 
the committee: it was thus divided, / 

(Liſt delivered in.] 


* F HAMMERSLE attended, and delivered is 
is liſt. 
And he was aſked, 

688. Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or any perſon whom 
you considered as authorized by him, make any application to 
you reſpecting the diſtribution of that ſhare of the Loan of which 
you had the diſpoſal ? 

Certainly not. 


| Withdrew. 
Mr. ELLIS WERE again called in, and examined. 


689. Have you brought the liſt with you of the 100, occl. 
which remained unaccounted for, of that part of the Loan which 
was diſtributad by the Houſe of Meſſrs Roberts, Curtis, and Co.; 

to wit, 3,066,000], ? | 
T have not. . 1257 

690. State your reaſon why you perſiſt in your refuſal? 

I have recurred to the gentlemen, who will not pemit it. 

691, Did the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or any perſon 
whom you confidered as authorized by him, make any application 
to you reſpecting the diſtribution of that ſhare of the Loan of 
which you had the diſpoſal ? | ; 

No; and I ſhould have no objeRion to make an affirmation to 
the truth of that aſſertion, 


Withdrew., 


Received, and read, a letter from Mr. George Ridge, Cat 
" Charing Croſs, February 2, 1796, incloſing his liſt, 


Al {0s 


gr. 


Alſo, received, and read,; à letter from Mr. 2 Atk:n on, dated 
Lombard Street, 2ad February 1796, inclofing his ft. - 

Ale, received, and read, a Letter from Henry Davidſen. dated 

Bedford Square, Monday, iſt February, incloſi g his hut; 

Vo, received; and read, a letter from Sir Robert Herries, dated 

St. James's Scieet, 1ſt February 1796, inclofing his liſt. : 


_—_ 
- 


A PP E N D I X. 


Appendix, Ne 1. 


t 8 Kenſington Gore, Nov. 16, 1795. 
SIR, 


1 HAVE the honor to acquaint you, that, conſidering it to be 

your fixed principle in all poſſible cafes to diſpoſe of Loans by 
competition; I have formed a lift to enable me to offer for the en- 
ſuing Loan, to the amount of 15 willions, and to be extended if 
neceſſary—"The ſubſeribers are about 400 real ſtockholders, and 
monied men, and are prepared to make the payment.—I have at 
my banker's upwards of zoo, oool. and can have 200,000l. more 
at a moment's notice, to depobit as a ſecurity,--It has been my aim 
to have no ſubſcribers for large ſums, bu: to diffuſe the ſubſcrip- 
tion; and I can with confidence aſſure you, Sir, that ther lift is 
complete and proper for the purpoſe, and will tend to advance the 
vrice of the contract And conſidering, that, in conducting ſo 
important a concern, it is proper for me to be prepared to meet 
all poſſible events; and reflecting, that circumſtances may make it 
neceſſary, and parliament may agree to guarantee a further Loan to 
be raiſed in England for his Majeſty the emperor; in that caſe, I 
:m ready, on behalf of my liſt of ſubſcribers, to copform to your 


tire confidence that you always ast with the beſt intention and 
couſortable to juſtice, —I have the honor to be, 


STR,” 
DE PR | Your moſt, 
The Right How Wm. Pitt, | 


yo e Appen tis, 
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gon conditions, by a poſitive or eventual agreemeut; havidg en- 
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9 91 Bank of England, Dec. 17, 1795, 


COPIE Sof che different LISTS oftheSUBSHER IT v5 
"to the LOAN of the preſent Year (for ths Seirice fi Year 
1796) as ſent into the Bank by the Contractors tor the fume, 


— * — 


— 11 
Governor and Dep. Governor of the Bank — be 
Governor, Dep. Govervor, and Direc! of the Bank 0 
The Eaſt India Company — 30 200 
Royal Exchange Aſlurance Company — 700 500 
London Aſſurance Company — — 207 O00 
South Sea Company — . — 200,000 
Trinity Houſe — ——ͤ— 100,000 
Abraham Newland, for himſelf and Office * 100,0c0 
Paſcoe Grenlell, Eſq. — 100, ooo 
Ellis Were, Elq. — — — 100, coo 
— — 


Meſſ. Boyd, Benheld, and Co. C. $704,009 ; viz, 


To [John Julius Po 4 —_.* "350, 000 
GCodichali Johnſon, | 355,000 
Cha. Ly oh Eſq. be, Co, . 250,800 
Sir Francis Ford, Bart. — 190,000 
William Smith, Rfq. Lombard Street, 0,0 
George Smith, Eſq. ditto 5 50.886 | 
Jaſper Atkinſon, J. Eſq. ditto 50.8 98 ; 
Edward M Culloch, Eſq. and Co. © 106, 059 
'Thomas Hammierfley, Elq. — 10,000 
2 of 10 m. 
; a 6 of m. 
Sir Robert Herries and Co. Gab : £5 80,000, 
126f f m. 


Meſſrs. Wilen Wm. Petrie, and Co. 50,000 


ohn Petrie, Eſq. 25 doo 

illiam Petrie, Eſgq. | 2385, 000 
Meſſrs. J. Petrie, Campbell, and CO. © 55/500 
Meſſrs. Davidſong and Graham — 75, ooo 
James Carey, Eſq. 20, o 
John Battye, Eſq. $0,000 _ 
Daniel Giles 8. Eſq. — 9, ooo 
Daniel Giles, jun. Eſq. — 20,000 
Edward Maſon, Eq. — 10,000 


— — —— — — 
Carried over 1, 895, coo 1, 800, oo 


L A _ 


eo re e 
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” 


Brought forward 1,895,500 1,800,000 


Samuel Beachcrofe, Eſq. 10,00 
Samuel Boſanquet, Efq. — 18, oo 
irook Watſon, Eſq. — — qc 
Peter Deſbroſſes, Elq. _ — ö 3,009 
John Shooltbred, Eſq. — 8, 000 
Gilbert Young. Eg, — 5,000 
Cu ber: Rippon, Efq. — 5,000 
Meits. Cheap and Loughnan — 59,000 
12 Arthur, Eſq. — 25,000 - 
Edmund Larken, Eſq, ._ 18,000 


Thomas Higgins, Eſq. — 22,500 
J. . Hankey, Eſq. — 10, 
Joha Rae, Eiq, 8.00 
Mes. Caldcleugh and Boyd — 10,000 
lo m. 
Jm. ' 
John and Alexander Anderſon, Efqrs. 19,009 
George Yelverton, Kendal, Eſq, —— _ 25,000 
James Brogden, Elq. 30,009 


Meſſrs, Pieſchell and Brogden J 3c m.] $0,609 


award Vaux, Eſq. 15,009 


Alexander Baxter, Eſq. 10,099 
john Taylor Vaughan, Efq. — 20.000 
William Gemmell, Eſq. 20,000 
Robert Watts, Eſq.. | 
Meiirs. Newnham, Everett, and Co. 30,000 
George Wheatley, Eſq, 4 
Meſſts. Kymer, cr aggart and Co, 10,000 


R. L. Willis, Eſg. | 3,000 
William Bell, Jun. Eſq. — | 4 
linac Minet, Eſq. - — 39090 
Meſlrs. Milligan and Mitchell — 10000 
james Burn, Eſq, — — 10,000 
John Pafley, Eſq. — I 5,000 
Francis Melvil, Eſq. — 10,000 
James Sibbald, Eſg — 329,090 
Melirs. Marm, and George Peacock 5,000 
John Anthony Rucker, Eſq. —ͤ— 15,000 
Daniel Henry Rucker, Efq. g,099 
Godfrey Thornton, Eſq. and Son 30, ooo 
Abraham Newland, Efqg, 20,000 


Meſſrs, Biddulph, Cocks and Co. — 15,005 
William Luſhington Eſq. — 40,000 
Meſſrs. Boldero and Co, — 29,000 
J«Mes Craufurd, Eſq, 199,009 


* Carried over 1 740 


50,000 ' 


10, 080 


1,820,000 
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L. 


Brought over 1,740,000 


Mefirs. Sikes, Snaith, and Snaith 
BartletYGoodrih, EN. 
Gilbert Francklyn, Eg. 
George Curling, Eſq. 
John Ribes, Ef. 
Mr. William Hancock 
Mr. Richard Oſwin 
William Forſsteen, Eſq. 
Philip Rilliet, Eſq. 
Richard Barwell, Eſq 
Aug. K. Hankey, Eg. 
Edward Cox, Eq. 
Mefirs. Blanchenay, Chauvet, and Co. 
Robert Hankey, Eſq. 
Meſirs. Coles, Godwin, and Coles 
John Walter, Eſq. 
Meſſrs. Puget and Bainbridge 


— 


— — 
— — — 


* *'s - 


— ——_— 


10,000 


200,000 
200,000 


3.00 
5 
10,000 
3,000 
10,000 
5,000 
10,000 


10,000 


4,000 
4,000 


Wm. Edwards, Eſq. (Accountant of the Bank) 5, ooo 
,£iq + 
9· 


Willam Kingsford, 

7 of Edinburgh at 
Wm. Grant, Kiq. ö Nerots Hotel 
William Ogilvie, Eſq. 


Colonel Barry —_—— 

Robert Petrie, M. D. 
R. M. Spence, Eſq. —— 
John Netbitt, Eſq. 
Meftrs. Phyn, Ellice, and Inglis 
Francis Melvil Eſq. (for Baron Wolff) 
Drummond Smith, Eſq. 
Thomas Littledale, Eſq, 
William Nettleſhipp, Eig. 
J. N. Maillaid, Eſq. 


— — 


— — —— — 


— — 


— — 


H. Tahourdin, Eſq. 

George Munro — — 
Paterick George Craufurd, Eſgag. — 
Mr. ]. Humble (Bullion Office) — 
Richard Moleſworth, Eſq. — 


Bartholomew Huber Eſq. 
James Reed Efq. 

Sir James Eſdaile, and Co. 
W. H. Coesvelt, Elq. 
Robert Saunders, Eſq. 
Richard Parkins, Eſq. 

W. H. ſohnſon, Efq. 
Sir John Eamer 


Meira. Eamcr, Wells, and Headley 


—— — — 
— — — 
— — — 
— — — 
— — —— 
— — — 


10,000 
10,000 


8,000 
8,000 
5,000 
5,000 
$0,000 
10,000 
10,000 


10,000 


25,000 
5,000 
55000 
8,000 
5,000 

10,000 
5,000 
5,000 

20,000 

10,000 


30, 00 2 


5,000 


5,000" 


5 „000 
5 5000 


20,000 
10,000 


—— 


Carriod forward 1,842, 00 
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1, 8co,o + 


— ͤ —WwT— 


1,800,000 
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Brought over 1,842, 000 1,500,000 
Thomas W ation, Eſq. (Aldermaubury) $5,000 x 
Meſſrs. Senior and Mandes — — 10, ooo 


eſſrs. Mac. Taviſh, Fraſer, and Co. 10, ooo 
William Sharp, Eſq. — 4,000 
John Mackay, E 4 — — 5, oo 
Robert Slade, Eſq. 3,000 
Meſſrs. J. M. Siorret and Co. — 10, ooo 
james Seton, Eſq. _ — _ 3,000 
{ames Mackenzie, Eſq. — — 5,000 
J. A. Dubuiſſon, Eſq. — 2,000 
Aleſſrs. Barclay's and Tritton — 30, ooo 
William Ward, Eig. | 10,000 
john Chalie, Eſq. — _ 10,000 
Mr. Hoſten — — 5,000» 
Sir Andrew Hammond 5, 00 


ho. Read, Eſq. (Imperial Ann. Office) 5000 


Anthony Mangin, Eſq. 12,000 
Edward Maxwell, Eiq. _— 25,000 |, 
Mrs. Anne Renée Bontems-Achard 10,000 
Henry Hoyle Oddie, Eſg. _ 51000 
Meſſrs. Lockharts & Co. (for Mr. Hogdan) 3, oo 
William Adam, Eſq. — 
20 m. 
L. R. Mackintoſh, E{q. | = = — 79,000 


109 m. 


Jahn William Ker, Eſq. 150,000 
Walter Boyd, Junr. Eq. —— 150,000 
John Stockwell, Elq. — 200 
Boyd, Beufield, — Co. 1,593,000 


—_ A Is. - 0 
Meſlrs. Robarts, Curtis, and Co. . 2,966, ooo; vix. 
Charles Brocke — 


John Strother Ancrum 3,090 
Edward Auſten — * 3,000 
James Arthur — — 11,000 
Villiam Atkinſon — 22,500 
Benjamin Babbage — 3,000 


Joha Bolland — — "11,000 | 
John Brazier — — 5.500 mY 
James Bidden — — _ 3,000 | 
Charies Brunſdon — — 16,000 
Me Merle De Beaufond 4,000 _ 


— — 


Carried forward 930,000 7,504,000 
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Joſeph Berwick 


— — 45. o 
William Barker — — 11,000 
George Bogg — — 5. co 
Jere Batley — — 5,590 
Benjamin Batley ——— — 5,00 
Joſeph Buſhnan — — 9. co 
Thomas Berwick — — 5,500 
William Borradaile — 11,000 
Robert Crafton — — 11, 00 
Benjamin Collier — — _ 5,500 
Charles Clark — — $5,500 
John Coulins — — — 9,000 
Peter Clark —— — 5,500 
William Chatteris — 11,000 
Harvey Chriſtian Combe — 11,000 
William Coningham —ä (— 16, 5c 
John Carbin — — 5,500 
Charles De Croix — 22,500 
Timithy Curtis — — 4,00 
George Curtis — — 900 
James Curtis — — 9,000 
William Chriſtopher — 9.000 
John Champion — 3,000 
Sir Lionel Darrell, Bart. — 11,000 
Rice Davies — — 35000 
John Dunkin, Junr. — 11, % j t 
't homas Browne — — 5, 500 
Chriſtopher Dunkin — 11,000 
James Shaw — —— 22,500 
James Douglas — — 11,000 
John Delor! — — 25,000 
Thomas Dykes — — 11,000 
Cornelius Donovan —— 5,509 
James Evans — —— 5500 
Samuel Edwards — 5,500 
Charles Flower — — 22,590 
William Fenning 5,500 
Thomas Flint —— — 9.00 
John Farley — — 5· 500 
Chriſtopher Fowler 2, 00 
Moſes Fernandes — — 5500 
John Fryer ——— I, oco 
John Gilloen— — 11,000 
Abraham Gold ſmidüũñl„⸗„⸗„é%n/ẽ $0,000 
Benjamin Goldſmid — — 20,000 
Edward Wigen — — 16.56 


w 4 * We, 


Brought over 9 30,000 


Carried forward 618, 500 


— — 


— 
1 
» 9 


= FY 
759409 


— 


+ * — . 
— —— Shred 2A 


* 
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John Gray 
William Gelſton 
Aſher Goldſmid 


Prought over 618,500 


—ů — — 
— — — 


G. T. Goodenough 
john Vincent Gandolf 


Stephen Griflin © 
P, Gregſon 


Anthony Geledneki a 
George Thickner Hardy 


Thomas Higgins 
John Hellear 


ohn Hunter, of Gubhins 


Charles Hippuff 
Richard Holbert 
William Hall 


Honourable Henry Hobart 


— — — 


— — — — 
— — 
— — — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 


— — 


ſohn Hunter, of Tax Oince 


William Hunt. 
john Humble 
William Havard 
William Hobſon 
George Hobſon 


John "Thacker Jennings 


hn Tones 
ofeph James 
Thomas Kingſley 
Thomas Leverton 
George Louch 
CThamas Lewis 
oleph Lancaſter 
ohn Lightfoot 


— — — 


— — 
— — 


— — ——̃ 


— — —— 
——ů— 
— — — 


ſeph Philip Le Jeune 


Leonard Lazenby 
Angel Levy 
(G:briel Leckie 
lohn M Nabb 
William Mitchel 
Nas Moravia 
arnaby Murphy 


— —U—'. 


— — — 


— — — 
— — — 


— H— 


ramps John Maud 


j2 rob Montefiere 
1 omas Margary 


mam Yarnton Mills 


4 n Mankin 


Abraham Mocatta 


'2c0b Mocatta 


— —— ſ— 


| o 


. 
— — — 


— — 


I 22 
6,500 


22,500 


11,000 
33,580 
55500 


5,509, 


5,500 
5,500 


11,000 


11,000. 
11,000 
5500 
22,500 
9,000 
5,000 

I Z,000 
3,000 
95000 
33,500 
5,500 
28,000 
5,500 
22,500 
$,500 
.5,500 
3,000 
5,500 
22,500 
9,000 
,500 
2,000 
3,000 
3,000 
2,000 
55500 


9200 


2,000 


Carried forward 517,000 


1. 
7584.00 


3 


'S 
» 
a 
4 
3 
IF 
f 1 
# 
: T 
: 
1 . 
o x , 
- 
: 
| ft 
1 i 
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e Brought over 517,000 
Moſes Mocatta — — 7,500 
Daniel Mocatta — s 
ohn Maſon — — 11,000 
William Meniſh —— 5 o 
Robert Maitland — 16,0 
Samuel Marſhal! — - 4500 
Charles M*Carthy © — —  $,500 
Joſeph Metcalfe — 9 000 
ſohn Naylor r — 16,500 
Tuomas Neibitt” — 5,500 
William Nanſon — ' 11,000 
Charles Norris, Junr. — 2,000 
"Thomas Plummer — _ 11,000 
Mark Prager, Senr. — — 22,50 
Thomas Plant — 5,0 
Edward Perkes —̃— 5,500 
Ebenezer Maitlznd — — 5,500 
Thomas Place = — ' —— 5,500 ' 
Edward Allfrey' — 11,000 
John Richard Ripley — 11,000 
William Robbins —— 11,009 
Jeremiah Royds' — — 1 1,009 
Shakeſpear Reed — 11, oo 
Danial Stephenn!ꝛk— —— 9,090 
William Shepherd — 1, 
John Heary Schneider — 11,000 
John Spicer — 11,000 
William Sutton — 28,000 
St. Andrew St. John — $00 
Sawyer Spenee — 5,500 
Robert Scott | 5,500 
William Scott — — 11,000 
John Scott — — $ +509 

| Richard Smalesk — 22,500 
Arthur Shakeſpear —— — 11,090 
Jeremiah Snow — — 77800 
john Shephard — — 5,509 
Thomas Sanders — U 5,500 
William Thompſon - — — __ 3,000 
Wingheld Turner, Junr. — 5. 500 
Francis Town © —— — 3,000 
J. G. Tawney —— 3,590 
George Tierney — — 900 
J. Taverner— _ 3,000 
George Vaux — — 5,500 
Wilham Wilſon — 55500 


—— D— — ́œ.— 


Catried ſorward 


= 


1235 450%a 


7.504,00 


— 4 
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7. 50 οο 


Brought over AL, 
Charles Edward Wilſonn — 10,500 


Rowland Webſter — — 5500 
Paſcoe Grenfell — — 112 500 
Samuel Weyman Wadeſon — - 5,500 
H. C. Woolrych —— — 5.5 oo 
Richard Williams — — 9,000 
Alexander Watfon — 3,000 
ſames Woodbridge— — $5,500 
William Walker —ͤ— 11,000 
Thomas Jacob White — 10,000 
George Wood — — 3.000 
N Robarts — 79,000 
John Parkinſunn — 61, 500 
Henry Wheeler — — 16,500 
Thomas Kemble ——— - — 22,500 
Thomas Kin —— 5, 5 
Willtam Cooke — 2,000 


George Ridge — 
Henry Wakeman 
Anthony Lechmere 


John Walker Wilſon 9,000 
Benjamin Wilſon —— — 09,000 
John Tweedy . ——— — 22, 500 
William Walter — — 5. o 
Thomas Eyton — — 22, fco 
John Perfect — — 16,500 
James Pillinger — 33,500 
Charles Hornyold _ — .... — _ 235,000 
Hugh Bell — —— 11,000 
William Clay — — — 5.5 
Thomas John Taylor — — 5,500 
Edward Warner — — 28,000 
William Galle ieee 33,00 
Joſeph Berwick — — $21,500 


F WR 


Meſſrs. Benj. and Abraham Goldſmid £ 2,966, oo0; dix. 


William Matthew Raikes -— — $0,000 


Job Matthew Raikes — 59,000 
Daniel Meſnanku — * "20,000 
lolkua Knowles — — o, oo 
Edward Maſon — 5,000 
John Milward— — — 10, ooo 


Carried over 135,000 
ff 


FT 


0 


— 


4-000 
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L. 
Brought 0 over 135, co 


4 


; 7»504 00 
Samuel Boſanquet—— 20, 000 
Daniel Giles —— N — 25,00 
Joſeph Kaye — 10,000 
William Alers — — — 33,000 
Richard Buller —— — 10,000 
Alexander Champion — 12,000 
E. B. Louſada _ — $0,000 
Job Mathew — 15,00 
Francis Martin _ — 5, 
Abrabam Mocatta — 10,000 
Joſeph Nutt —— 12, ooo 
Sir Richard Neave — ä — 15, ooo 
Abraham Newland _ — 10,000 
John Puget — 30, ooo 
Godfrey Thornton — 10,000 
Charles and Stephan Teiſſier — 30,000 
Brook Watſon . — 10,000 
Benjamin Winthrop — 16,000 
Claude Scott — — 70,000 
John Pearſe —— 10,000 
William Steer, Junr. — 12,000 | 
Cornwall Smalley : _ 10,000 - 
Benjamin and Abraham « Goldſmid 2,442, 00 | 
— — 1 
Mr. E. P. Salomons — LC. 1, 11, o; viz- 
Meſſrs. Boyd, Benfield, and Co. — 285,000 , 
Philip Antrobus, Eſq. — 25,000 
P.and C, Van Notten, and Co, Eſquires 28,000 R 
Daniel Giles, Efq. — — $0,000 
Charles Steers, Eiq. — - 17,000 
Job Mathew, Etq. — — 3. 0 
William Raikes, Eſq. I 5,000 
Benj. and Abraham Goldſmid, Eſq. 130,c00 
— — Ditto _ — 800,009 
E. P. Salmons — 355,000 | 4, 
1,711,009 
2 — — | 
Mr. Peter Telluſſon, for himſelf & Sons C-1,141,000; viz. 
G. W. Thelluſſon N 2345, 000 
Charles 'Thelluſon — — 200,000 : 
H. T. Churchill | 40,000 | the 
EATEN 15 Carried Over 485 000 9,115,000 
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£63, Brought over 485,000 9g,115,000 
Thomas Moore  — | —— 20,000 | 70 


B. D. Floudd 10,000 
Cornwall Smalley © — 50,c00 75 
A. F. Haldimand ' — — 45,000 | 
77 Battyes — — 13, o 
„H. Kubftf⁵äxF— = 15,000 
S2mnel Horn — —— 10,000 f 
Edward Gwatkin — 5, 
Charles TeiſſierꝛxwXꝛĩ ··ͤ 5, ooo 12 
I. L. Andre — — 5,000 
P. Grenfell — 5,000 
J. R. Ripley —ᷣ— — _ $43,000 
T. J. and P. Coffatt — 2,000 
David Piffard — — 8, oo 
Peter Thelluſſon — 4130,00 
e — 1,141,600 
George Ward, Eſq. ——— — 685,000 
— — — —— 
Solomon Salomons — L. 685, oo; vix. 
Richard Buller. Efq. — 70,000 
Judah Philip Salomons — 55,000 
ſoſeph Salomons — — 20,000 
B. and A. Goldſmid — — 20, ooo 
Solomon Salomons — — 520, 
685,000 
Rawſon Aiſlabie, Eſq. — — e eee 


A. Newland, Chief Caſhier, 


P 2 — — — cr. 


Appendix, No. 3. 


Sackville Street, 24 Norember 1795. 
SIR, 


VV E beg leave to repreſent to you, on behalf of ourſelves 
and the other contractors for the Loan of laſt year, that 

the contra was entered into under the condition that no other 
ff 2 public 
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public Loan for this 3 ſhould be made, until the period 
fixed for the laſt payment of the Loan then contracted for ſhould 
have elapſed. . 5 2 l T7” | 

We conceive, that on this account, we have an undoubted right 
to object to the negotiation of the Loan now propoſed to be con- 
tracted for, until the period aſſigned us for the ſale of our ſcrip, 

ſhall expire, viz. the 15th of January next. This is not one of thole 
rights of which litigions people ſometimes avail themſelves, for 
the mere purpoſe of giving trouble: it is a right which is found. 
ed in juſtice, and the nature of things, recognized: by couſtant 
Practice and public opinion, and which we cannot relinquiſh with. 
out evident loſs. That this may appear to you perſectly clear, 
we beg leave to ſtate, that there is at this moment ſtill floating in 
the market the value of five millions cf money in ſcrip, which 
remains to be converted into ſtock. Several of the contractors for 
the laſt Loan are holders cf this ſcrip, and they muſt inevitably 
ſuffer by the introduction of eigh'cen millions more into the 
market while ſo large a portion of laſt year's ſcrip is {till on 

and. 

While we thus #flert our right- to prevent the negotiation of 
the Loan now in contemplaticn, we are loath to exerciſe this 
right to your iuconvenience, or to the detriment of the public, 
and are therefore willing to wave id upon condition that the injury 
which muſt reſult from the introduction of ſo large a ſum of 
icrip into the market, before (if we may ſo expreſs ourſelves) our 
excluſive leaſe of the market expires, be compenſated to us by 
the chance of advantage to raiſe from the new Loan, on which 
ground we preſume to claim the preference of contracting 
tor it. | "ART Ou 
By the monied powers of our party we are enabled to give the 
Hhigheſt;price-that-ought to be given, and we can aſſure you, with 

great fiocerity, that in the event of your conſenting to a private 
negotiation, our offer ſhall be fully as liberal as if we had no 
preference whatever, and that it ſhall equal your expectations. 

We ate aware that your acquieſcence in this propoſal muſt meet 
with difficulty in your own mind, on account of your predilcc- 
tion in fayour cf public competition; but to reconcile as much 23 
poſlble the principle of competition with what we conceive to be 
.our.undcubted right, we are willing to admit of it on the pieſent 
occafon to a certain degree. | 

V.'e are willing to allow-the propoſed Loan to be expoſed to 
competition, upon condition that the option ſhall be expreſcly re- 
erved to our. party of taking the Loan at ſuch a price as ſball 
He equal in value to one half per cent. upon the whole ſum borrow- 
ed above the higheſt offer of the competitors. 

If any ſolid objections can be made to both theſe propoſals, uc 
Nall be rappy to adopt any other meaſure more agreeable to you 


by which you may ou the one hand be ſecured againſt undue ad- 
| vantage 
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vantage on our part, and on the other we may preſerve our right 
or obtain in lieu of it ſuch a preference as we conceive to be juſtly 
due to our particular ſituation. N ; 
We have the honour to be, mu great reſpec, 

13 dies hat | 4+, FLY: ir, 

a | Your: meft obedient 


humble Servants, 


Walter Boyd. 
F 46 Hatt „ 485A o Abram Robarts. 
Kt. hon. Villam Pitt, & c. &c. err 
Appendix, No. 4. 
(Copy) London, December 7th, 1795. 
. | > 


1 Beg leave to offer to contract for the intended Loan, whatever 
the amount may be, for the ſervice of the year 1796, on the 
following terms, wiz. 
For every 100, to receive 120l. three per cent. conſols. 
| 25 reduced three per ceats. 
e and 48. 6d. long ann 
the intereſt on the conſolidated three per cents. to commence from 
the 5 th July laſt, and on the reduced the 10th October laſt, and 
the long annuities to commence alfo on the 10th October lait, the 
ſuſt payment of 10 per cent. to be made on Thurſday next the 
oth inſtant, and the other payments according to the regulation 
aire2dy at the bank of England. 7 
1 have the honour to be, Sir, | 
Tour moſt obedienn 
and moſt humble Servant, 
James Morgan. 


<< — 


Right hon. 71. Pitt, &c. Le. 


I have not mentioned any ſum for the amount of the Loan, be- 
cauſe I am not exactly informed, but 1 underſtand ĩt is expected to 
be eighteen or nineteen millions, or thereabouts. 2 

James Morgan. 


— —— —— — — —— 


= 


Appendix, No..5. 
(Copy) | Sackville Street, 2 3 November 1795. 
SIR, 


1 AVING heard that this day had been appointed for an in- 
terview between you and the perſons intending to offe- for 
the enſuing Loan, Mr. Robarts and I were upon our way from 


the 
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the city to deſire an audience of you previous to your receiving 
the candidates, when we learned at the Bank that the meeting 
was put off till Wedneſday, ug 

I beg leave to ſolicit, on the part of Mr. Robarts and myſelf, 
as repreſenting the whole contractors for laſt year's Loan, the 
honour of an interview with you as early to-morrow as may 
be conſiſtent with your convenience, that we may have an 
opportunity of ſtating certain circumſtances peculiar to our ſitua- 
tion, which it is of great importance fhonld be well underſtood 
before any public interview reſpeQing another Loan takes place. 
I had, upon the aſſurance that you gave me that yon would ſend 
for our party previous to ary ſur't interview,” acquainted” them 
that they would not be deprived of a proper opportunity of ſtat- 
ing what they had to ſay, before any other Reps would be taken 
about another Loan; and I was therefore mortified. to find that 
a meeting was on the point of taking place, without any ſuch 
previous opportunity having been afforded them. 


I have the honour to be &c. | 
(Signed) 


4 Walter Boyd. 


tn, PR _ 
— — — —_— 


"Appendix; No. 6. 
ſpoke Kenſington Gore, December 22, 1792. 
SIR, 

R EFLECTING on the queſtion, if I would aſk the gentleman 
that I expected ananſwer from on the 29th October, for leave 
to give in his name; it now appears to me, as the circumſtance 
was mentioned merely to account for my ſtopping on that: day to 
receive ſubſcriptions, that it is improper for me to make any ap- 
plication, or in any manner endeavour to involve perſons in queſ- 
tions ariſing from a tranſaction in which they have not been con- 
cerned, and have not the leaſt knowledge of. There were a 
great many offers and applications as well as that attended to, 
which were refuſed or rejected on various grounds, and which I 
conſider as private and confidential; and therefore I humbly hope 
the honourable committee will not preſs ſuch queſtions to me. 

J have the honour to be, Sir, ; | | 

foe Your moſt odedient 
humble S:rvant, 
| James Morgan. 
Nilliam Smith, Eſq. Chairman of the Committee 
ot the h nourable houſe of Commons. 


| Appendix 
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531; A 4188 Min ban, 
Appendix, No. 7. 
1 5 E Sackville Street, 26 Avgoſt, 1795. 


WIN J had the havour to ſuggelt to you the plan by which 
I propoſed to give the treaſury the anticipation of that part 
of the Loan which becomes due in November, December, and 
January, I fully explained that it was by means of acceptances 
of the treaſury for thele periods that 1 could accompliſh this anti- 
cipation : I (tated to you the neceſſity there would be (however 
full of money my houſe might happen to be occaſionally) for me 
to have in hand negotiable effects, by which I might at any ume 
be able to replace the money which we might have advanced, de- 
claring however my readineſs to make the firſt advance without 
any ſuch effects, becauſe I imagined they could not be prepared 
be ſore the firſt advance might be wanted. 

Agreeably to this explanation, and the arrangements that ſeem- 
ed to be uaderſtood between us, I expected to have made the firſt 
payment laſt week, and to have been authorized to order drafts 
to be made upon the treaſury, inthe proportions and at the periods 
that might have beſt ſuited the purpoſes of the arrangement for 
the firſt and future payments, by which means, while I ſhould 
have had the ſatisfaction of promoting the public ſervice, I ſhould 
alſo have been ſure that no poſſible inconvenience could reſult to 
myſelf from it : ſuch having been my ideas of the arrangement, 
you will not be ſurprized, that the uncertainty as to the periods 
of making the adyances, which you appeared to be in yeſterday, 
mould lead me to tear that you may not have preciſely the ſame 
ideas of it; aud that thus unpleaſant diſappointments might ariſe 
to both parties. It is to prevent the poſſibility of any ſuch diſ- 
appointments that I trouble you with this letter. 


My only object iu this buſineſo, is to accomplith in a Oy 


manner the wiſh of government, and taking beforehand the neceſ- 
lary eps for infaring ſucceſs; if upon examination you find'you 
can diſpenſe with the whole as you have already found means to 
diſpenſe with the half of the original ſum, I ſhall be extremel 
1t5Þpy at it, becauſe the buſineſs is by no means ſo much an obje 
of defire as of care and anxiety ; tis not an advantage that I long 
to reap, but a ſervice of ſome difficulty and delicacy which I am 
folicitous to perform with ſucceſs; "tis not a thing that can be 
done at any time on the ſhorteſt notice, but an operation that, 
with the neceſſary previous concert of meaſures, may be carricd 
through with ſueceſs.-It is not neceſſary that government ſhould 
luſtain the lots of a ſingle day's intereſt more than their occaſions 
require, although the acceptances of the weaſury may be granted 
detore they receive the value of them in money. 

What 
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What I wiſh particularly to be at a certainty about, is, whether 
or not the anticipation will be wanted; when the different Inlta!. 
ments will be required; and it I may poſitively reckon upon re- 
cciving the acceprances of the treaſury as I may call for chem, i; 
return for money or effects falling due at the particular periods, 
when the money happens to be wanted---If the buſineſs is to go 
on, official letters on theſe points will be necefary, becauſe, in 
an affair of ſo vaſt a magnitude for one Houſe, there mult not 
exiſt a poſſibility of miſtake or delay. | 


I have the Honour, &c, 


(Signed) 
wo Walter. Boyd. 
To the Right hqnourable 1i/linm Pitt. | 


hed : * —— 


Appendix, No. 8. 


(Copy-) 
| Þ > 
I A M commanded by the Lords Commiſſionfrs of his Majeſty's 
treaſary to inform you, that the public ſervice requiring the an- 
ticipation of the receipt of thoſe parts of the. in{talments of the laſt 
Loan, and of the payments to the lottery, which are not yet due, 
it is their lordſhips deſtre that you ſhould make thele anticipations, 
by paying into the office of the paymaſter general of his Majeſty's 
forces the following ſums: , 1 


L . co, ooo on or before the 2oth inſtant; 
. Foo, ooo on or before the 20th October. 


And in order to reimburſe the advances fo to be made, it is their 
lordthips order that you ſhould draw or cauſe to be drawn, at ſuch 
tunes and in ſuch ſums as you may find moll convenient to you, 
bills of exchange upon their lordihips, payable at the following 
periods; wiz. Ts | thy FUE, 

To the Amount of C. 500,000 payable zoth November 17935 
| $ 500,000 24h January 1790. 


— 


I ,900,000 


— 


Together with intereſt at 5 per cent. upon the advances you may 
bave made from the dates of | theſe' advances, untill the dates 4 
which the bills upon their loreſhips become payable. 


Shovld.circumitances happen to render any change neceffary ir 
a Us 
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this propoſed arrangement, there will be time to give you notice of 
it before you order crafts for the payment in October. 


* 


I am, Sir, 33505 
dy MI LINN 067090 110 Your, very obedient, Servant, "= 7 
September 12th, 1795+ ME 18 
Welter Boyd, Eſq. 


It is perfectly vnderſtogd, that you are to be allowed intereſt at 
the rate of 5 per cent. upon ſuch ſums as your houſe ſhall have 
been, or in future may be in advance for the ſervice of govern- 
ment. 7 


—  — 


— * —— 
* 1 


& Appendix, No. 9. 5 
(Copy.) 
SIR, 
1 N conſequence of the letter with which you have honoured me 
on the 12th inſtant, I beg leave to incloſe bills of exchange on 
the lords commiſſioners of his Majeſty's treaſury, for £ 505,668 10: 
dated Hamburgh, 31ſt Auguſt, at three months date, which I re- 
queſt you will have the goodneſs to accept, and return me to- 
morrow. The yalue be pai on Saturday into the office of 
the paymaſter general of his Majeſiy's forces, agreeably to your 
irections. | | 
My coufin, Mr, Boyd, jun. having been at Hamburgh the 
Auguſt, I thought proper to get him to draw the bills, in order to 
keep the operation as much as poſſible within the knowledge of 
my own houſe, and to ſave the expence of a commiſſion, which 
we muſt have paid had we employed any houſe to draw an their 
lordſhips, | FEET 1 3 


Sackville Street, 14 September 1795. 1 


1 Am, &c. 
(Signed) ll 
Charles Longs Eſq... . — Walter Boyd. 4 
t 


Secretary to the treaſury. 


N. B.—The bills mentioned in the above letter, it was-after- jt 
wards agreed ſhould. be dated the yth of Auguſt, and made pay- 
able at 4 inſtead of 3 months after date. 


58 Appendix, 1 
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Appendix, No. 10. 
SIR, ED hom 
1 A M commanded by the lords commiſlioners of the treaſury t 

acquaint you, that it is their with that the bills of exchange tc 
be drawn by you upon their lardſhips, to reimburſe the ſums de- 
fired to be advanced for the public ſervice, by my letter of the 12 
tant, ſhould be made payable at the following periods, inſtead 
of thoſe mentioned in my ſaid letter; wiz. to the amount of 

| L. 500,000 payable ach December 1795. 
500,000 payable 31| January 1796. 


1,000,000 
— Jam, Sir, 
Your very obedient ſervant, 
Treaſury Chambers, Charles Long 


Sept. 17th. 


— —„ _—_— — 


Appendix, No. 11. 


- 5 Kenſington Gore, January 16th, 1796. 
I R,. f | | 

HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that, at a meeting of 

the ſubſcribers in the I? formed to enable me to bid for the 
Loan, it was their opinion that the public intereſt is not con- 
nected with the making of the ſaid lift, and that ir will be im- 
proper for me, as a confidential agent, to produce the fame in 
any manner. And I beg leave to obſerve, that it is the principle 
of fret and open competition, not to give room for ſuſpicion, or 
occaſion for ſcrutiny. The reſponſibility of the contractors to 
ſecure the depohit is the only object on the part of the public; 
and. I believe, it was particularly ſo declared by the right ho- 
nourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the opening to 
parliament the terms of the contract for the Loan for 1794, whicl: 
was the laſt diſpoſed of by fair competition. I have the honour 


to be, 
Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Janes Mergan. 
William Smith, Eſq. Re 
Chairman of the committee of the honour- 
able Houſe of Commons, appointed to 
enquire into the circumſtances of the 


uegotiation of the late Loan. Appendix 
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Appendix, No. 12. 
Kenſington Gore, January 16th 1796. 
S..L-R.:. | F 


[ HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that the gentlemen who 


offered to be the ſecurities with me for making the depoſit, 
in cafe the propoſal 1 made the 7th December laſt to contract or 
the Loan had been approved and accepted, have ſeverally can- 
celled their names, and conſider the purpoſe to be entirely at an 
end, as the propoſal was rejected. And they now think it will 
be improper for me to 3 their names in any manner, as it 
may tend to involve them in queſtions, concerning which they 
are totally uninformed. I have = honoar to be. 
ir 
Your molt obedient and humble Servant, 
James Morgen. 
William Smith, Eq. 3 
Chairman of the committee of the Honour- 
able Houſe of Commons, appointed to 
enquire into the circumſtances of the 
negotiation of the late Loan. 


— — — 
— = af 


Appendix, No. 13. 


Kenſington Gore, January 2oth, 1796. 
SLR, 
T H E committee having aſked me, what I thought would have 


been the difference between the offers likely to have been 
made by the partics at the bidding, in caſe it had taken place; I 
have the honour to acquaint you for their information, that the 
Iriſh Loan for (C. 1,100,000 ſterling was diſpoſed of by fair com- 
petition the 7th March Jait, and that the greateſt difference in 
the offers was 128. 7d. per cent. annuity for 15 years, which, 
valued at 10 years purchale is 6l. 5s, 10d. per cent. and the leaſt 
difference was 78. 1d. per cent. annuity, amounting to 41, 10s. 10d. 
per cent. 

And I beg leave, fir, to take this opportunity to recommend to 
the attention of the committee, the propoſal from the goverment 
of Ireland for making the Loan, becauſe 1 know it is eflential to 
the public intereſt, and can with the greateſt confidence declare, 
that propoſal was the beſt poſlible that could be offered under 
the the then circumſtances, although the great merit of it has 
not been noticed by the public. When the printed propoſal was 


tent over, I read it with aſtoniſhment, becaule the principle was 
the 


88 2 
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the direct reverſe to the ruinous ſyſtem followed here, in making 
Loans in capitals at a great diſcount, and thereby unneceffarily 
accumulating immenſe ſums to the debt to be redecrnced. I have 
the honour to be, | | 
Sir, CT” 
Your molt obedient and moſt humble Servant, 


| EK. Janes Moygan, 
William Smith, Eſq. | 
Chairman of the committee of the ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, appointed 
to enquire into the cireumſtances of the 
negotiation of the late Loan. 


Ay, <7 * „ 


1 — 
— * * 
— 
4 P 


Appendix, No. 14. 
Bank of England, January 2oth 1795. 


An ACCOUNT of money received at the bank on the Loan of 
1795, On the iſt of Auguit and 24th of November 1795 di. 
tinguiſhing the ſums which had been received up to each of 
thoſe days. 


— 


On the iſt Auguſt, 1995 ͤ ⸗— L. 15,853,923 10 
On the 24th November, 1798 — 4. 1746 54282 10 


A. Newland, Chief Caſhier. 
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Appendix, No. 15. 


AMOUNT of the Stock created by the Loan of 1795, 
which was entercd in the Books of the Bank -on the 11t of 
Augult and 24th of November 1795; and likewiſe of the 
Stock of the ſaid Loan not entered on thoſe reſpective 


Days. 


On the iſt Auguſt, 1795 
Conſol. 3 per Ct. Ann. 
4 per Ct. Ann 


Stock entered in the 
Books, on which 
the full Payments 


— 


Stock not entered. 


were made, 
T; s. d. £5 4. 
15,001,259 © 0 2,938,750 


4:2 80,041 13 , 4 


d. 
0 0 
| 1,719,958 6 8 
4 1 


ong Aun. 61,544 15 111 14.955 
7. 19,492,836 9 3 4,675,663 10 9 

On the 24th Nov. 1795 | 
Conſol. 3 per Ct. Ann. 17,017,243 0 © 982,755 0 © 
LA per Ct. Ann.. 5j625;875 © 0 974,125 © © 
Long Ann. 70,848 0 5 5,051 19 7 
22,113,968 oO 5 1,962,531 19 7 


— 


{ 


On Imperial Annuities of the Loan 1975. 


7 


On the 1ſt Auguſt 1795 
Imp. C. 3 per Ct. Ann. 
Ditto Ann, for 25 years 


On the 24th Nov. 1795. 


Imp. J. 3 per Ct. Ann, 
Ditto Ann. for 25 years 


Stock entered in the 
Books, on which 
the full Payments 
were made. 


| 
Stock not entered, 


Le „ 
2,218,061 18 1 
173,913 10 10 


2,247,415 18 3 


71 — 


195,083 2 6 


4 Fo d. 
1,035,271 7 
56,086 9 2 


1,358,917 8 5 
34,816 17 6 


2 


4 


| r 


—— 
— _ 
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_Appendix, No. 16. 


An ACCOUNT of the Stock created by the Loan cf 1705, 
which was entered into the Books of the Bank on the 5th 
December 1795; and likewiſe of the Stock of the {aid 
Loan not entered on that Day. 


| 


Stock entered in the Stock not entered ia 
Books, - the Books. 


4. . 7. 1. 3 

Conſol. 3 per Ct. Ann. | 17.307,75 © d 692,250 © 0 
L. 4 per Ct. Ann, = 5,124,958 6 3 875,041 13 4 
| 73471 © g|- © $028 13- 3 

7 


£ 22,500,179 13 5 1,570,320 6 


Long Ann. - < + 


| 

| 
Imp. 3 per Ct. Ann. | 2774249 5 7, 1,056,084 7 9 
Ditto Ann. for 25 years! 2139013 10 1oþ - 16,986 9 2 


— L—H m — 


2,999,262 16 f 1,073,070 16 11 


7 


Bank of England, A. NewLaxp, Chief Caſhier, 
Jan. 23, 1796. | 


8 
— 


Appendix, N8. 17. 


| Kenſington Gore, Jan. 25, 1796. 
SIR, 8 J 3 


N the minutes of my examination before the Committee, it 
appears from my anſwer to a queſtion as if it meant to ſtate, 
that the Governor of the Bank had mentioned the money tran!- 
action for /. oo, ooo as the ground for Mr. Boyd's having the 
loan,” without the neceſſary explanation, that I conceived it to 
allude to his doubts of the competition, and to the confidence be 
obſerved in Mr. Boyd's party that they ſhould have the loan. 


oY 
& beg 
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deg leave to acquaint you, fir, that T am very defirous to explain 
and correct that anſwer befote the Committee, and I am, 
Sir | 
" Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
F ame. Morgans 
n. Smith, Eſq. _ | 
Chairman of the Committee of the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons for enquiring into the 
circumſtances of the late Loan, 


wm 
— 


Appendix, No. 18. 
SIR, a 
Au directed by the Committee to inform you, that they are 
ſorry to feel it inconſiſtent with their duty, umder all the cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe, to comply with the requeſt expreſſæd in 
your letter to me, dated Kenſington Gore, the 25th January 
1746. f 
72 I am, Sir, Wo 
You cbedient humble Servant, 
V. Smith. 
Committee Room, 
25th Jan. 1796. 


Appendix, No. 19. 


February zd, 1794. 
WE hereby engage on our own parts, and on the behalf of 
the gentlemen authorizing us to ſign for them, to ſub- 
ſcribe eleven millions in money for the Loan of the preſent year 
on the following terms vg. for every Z.100 ſubſcribed to receive 
: . leo of 3 per cents. to be conſolidated with the 
reſent H. per cent. conſol. 
£25 of /. 4 per cents. 
long annuity of 118. 5d. to determine with the 
preſent long annuities. 
A diſcount to be allowed of 4.3 per cent. on the whole money ad- 
vanced beyond the inſtalments up to the lateſt period of them: 
the dates of payments to be as follow : 
1794 --- February 11th - a depoſit of --- £.10 per cent. 
April 1 ; a a paymentof --. 10 


June — ditto — 10 
July 18 — citto ——— 10 
Auguſt 29 — ditto — 15 
October 17 — ditto — 15 
Novem. 28 — ditto— 15 
1795 — January 13 ditto — 15 
4 · oo 


The 


#32 REPORT FROM THE SECREP COMMIPTEE; c. 

| The intereſt on the 3 per cent eonſbls to commence fram 51h 

January, On the 4 per cents. from 10th October, 1793, and"the 

firſt half yearly payment on the long anudity to be made on 5th 
; r 


l Jai Anger Mein, 

e ame a> 3: 
God/chall Fobn/an. © 

* -. Neſbitt and Stewards. 


————— — a 


— — 


—_— 


Appendix, No. 20, 4 
WE the underſigned undertake and agree, that we will make 
good the payments on a. Loan of £.18,000,900 for the 
ſervice of government tor the year 1795, in cale the ſame ſha!l 
receive the ſanction of parliament, and likewiſe on a Loan of 
£-6,000,000 for the ſervice of the Emperor, in caſe parliament ' 
ſhall think proper to make proviſion, that if the — 8 or any 
part of the dividengs, payable on the faid Loan in May and No- 
vember reſpectively in the ſaid year, ſhall not be punctually pa d 
on the part cf the Emperor, the ſums ſo due iball be payable ou 
the gth day of July and the 5th ny of January reſpectively fol- 
lowing, out of the conſolidated fund, or out of the ſupplies of the 
year: the ſaid Loan (if both of them take place) to be on the 
conditions following, viz. That for every C. 100 of Money d- 
vanced on the Loan of ,. 18,000,000, the ſubſcribers ſhall be eu- 
titled to 


- 


4,100 — — 3 per cent. con. ann. 

33 6.8 4 percent. ann, 
| EE 8 6 Long ann. 

That the intereſt on the 3 per cent. annuities ſhall commence 
ſrom the 5th day of January 1795, and the intereſt on the 4 per 
cents. and the Jong annuities on the Toth day of October 1794. 
That £10, per cent. ſhall be paid on or before the 6th day after 
the terms of the Loan ſhall have been approved by a reſolution of 
the Rouſe of Commons; that the next three payments ll 
be of 10 per cent. each; and the four following payments ſhall be 
of fifteen per cent. each; the laſt to take place on the Friday ſuc- 
ceeding the 10th day of January 17969. 

And that every perſon making any payment in advance for com- 
pleating his contribution, ſhall be entitled to an allowance at * 
rate of V. 3 per centum on ſuch ſum fo advanced, from the day o. 
completing the contribution to the Friday ſucceeding the ſaid 
roth day of January 1796. 1% 13 | 
And that for the Auſtrian Loan, ſuch conditions ſhall be ſtipu- 
lated on the part of the Emperor as were ſtipulated for the Lean 
of C. zoo, oo, which ate to make part of the £.6,000,000 409\C 

mentioned. 8 We 
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We further undertake and agree, that if the Loan of C 18,000,000 
ſhould receive the ſanction of Parliament, and proviſion ſhould not 
be made for guaranteeing the Auſtrian Loan, as aforeſaid, we 
will make good the payments on ſuch Loan of £.18,000,000 on. 
the terms Co adored: with the addition of 45s per ann. to the 
long annuity, makiug ſueh annuity in the whole 128 6d per annum. 

: Ie is underſtood that an option will be given to the ſeveral pub. 
tic companies hereinafter mentioned, to ſubſcribe for the ſums 
{et againſt their names reſpectively; and that the dividends upon 
the Auſtrian Loan ſhall be made payable at the Bank of England 


The Governor and Deputy Governor of LF 


the Bank 100, oo 

The Bank - - - _ 400,000 

The Ealt India Company - - 300,000 
The Loadon Aſſurance Company - | 200000 

F 'The South Sea Company - 200,000 

The Royal Exchange Aﬀurance Company 200,000 
Corporation of the Trinity Houſe 100,000 

P + 1,500,000 


And we further agree to execute any inſtrument that may be 
bought nec eſſary for binding us, jointly and ſeverally, to the due 
performance of this agreement, 


London, 12th December, 1794. 


(Signed) | 
Witneſs, Boyd, Benfield and Co, 
Gig Thornton, Governor _ Abraham Robarts. 
of the Bank; "5: Peter Thelluſfon. 
Daniel Giles, Deputy Go- Thelluſſon, Brothers and Co. 
vernor of the Bank. B. and A. Goldſmid, - | 
Jebn and George Ward, 
Rawſen Aiflabie. _ x 
E. B. Salomans. 
| Appendix, No. 21. 
(Copy.) WE” 


* Memorandum, $th January, 17953. 

I. is ſtill intended to propoſe to parliament e 
ty to guarantee a loan to Auſtria, to the amount of 6,000,000). 
on the terms which have been ſpecified ; provided the Emperor 
Yrees ia return to enter-into engagements to the extent deſired. 
at.circurſtances have occurred which make it a poſſible caſe, 

wat an agreement may be concluded for propoſing to guarante 
a loan to a ſmaller amount; but at the loweſt not leſs than 
h h 4-000,00QL 
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4000,0001. in return for leſs extenfive engagements'on the part 
of Auſtria, In order to ſave time, and to be prepared for either 
alternative, it becomes neceſſary to aſcertain what variation ſhould 
take place in the amount of the long annuity, on every 100]. in 
the loan for this country, in conſequence of any abatement of the 
amount of the Auſtrian loan. The eftimated difference being 4s. 
between the caſe of the Auſtrian loan taking place to the full ex- 
tent of 6, ooo, oool. and of its not taking place at all, the Allow. 
ance to be made in any intermediate caſe fiould be i the tame 
proportion, viz, an augmentation to the annuity at thetate of 8d. 
tor every million abated from the amount of the Auſtrian loan. 


London, 10 January, 1795. 
We a to the above propoſal on the part of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, it being underitood that the payment of the 
depoſit upon both or either of the loans ſhall nct take place until 
the agreement between England and Auſtria for the amount of 
the Imperial loan ſhall be finally ſettled, fo as that the preciſe 
quantity of the ſeveral articles of the general ie may be pro- 
perly known, and the receipts prepared accordingly. 
(Signed) 

Boyd, Benfield and Co. 

Peter Thellufſon. | 

Thellufſon, Brothers and Co, 

ohn and George Ward. 


on Aiſlabie. 


Appendix, No. 22. 
= London, 10 January, 1795. 
HE gentlemen who ſigned the agreement of this date, rela- 
tive to the augmentation of the annuity to be made for the 
diminution of the Imperial loan, while they have thought proper 
to give their aſſent to Mr. Pitt's propoſal, as being in itſelf arith- 
metically fair and exact, requeſt Mr. Boyd to expreſs, in their 
name, to that gentleman, their wiſh that, in the event of the Im- 
perial loan being reduced to four millions, the annuity, which by 
calculation would be gs. 10d. may be made 10s. to avoid frac- 
tions; and they hope this favour will not be refuſed to them, in 
return for their liberal conduct in contracting for the loan on con- 
ditions ſo favourable to the public. * 
Mr. Boyd accordingly did make this requeſt to Mr. Pitt, on 
Sunday the 11th of January, and he was pleaſed to conſent to l. 


Signed 
(>1gned) V. Boyd. 
Appendix, 
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Appendix, No. 23. | 
. $1643 20.14 | 
February 14, 1795 
WE agree, in caſe the Imperial loan ſhall not be tied - the 
time of propoling the loan of C. 18, ooo, ooo for the ſer- 
vice of the preſcnt veal ig make the depoſit on the ſaid ſum of 
65 18,000,000, for which receipts are to be given at the Bank in 
the uſual manner. e | s 

If proviſion ſhall not afterwards be made for guaranteeing any 
loan to Auſtiia, an din to be made of 48. to the long annuity, 
as ſpecified in the agreement ſigned by us on the 12th of Decem- 
ber laſt; if proviſion ſhould in this ſeſſion be made for a loan to 
Auflria, but to a leſs amount than C. 6,000,000, an addition then 
to be made to the long annuity in the proportions meutioned in 
the memorials of the 8th and 1ozh of January laſt, 

The firſt payment on the 27th of this month, 

The diſcount on the advance for compleating the . on 
or before the 13th of March next, to be computed from the 23d 
of January, and any other diſcounts to be computed from the 
times on which the payments ſhall be ſo compleated. 

It is further agreed, that on the depoſits being made on the 
Engliſh loan of . 18,000,000, there ſhall be reſerved for the 
public companies three-fourths of the ſums ſpecified 1a the agree- 
ment of the 12th of December, 


* 
1 


— 
* 


ww 
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November 25th, 1795. 
RICE of. Three per Cent (Conſolidated and Reduced) at this 
74 


Day - - - 672 
Long Annuity + — 18+ Years, 
For every C. 100 - 120 Couſol. 
| 25 Reduced. 


Remainder — - Long Annuity. 


There may poſſibly be a loan for the Emperor, but certaioly 
not to a greater amount than three millions at moſt, 

The laſt payment on this loan to be on the 15th December 
1796,—No payment to be made on any new loan till after that 
time, 

No aſſurance. reſpecting an Iriſh loan. 

Ot Exchequer bills for ſupply two millions on the market, one 
million and an half at the Bank. | 

Of the vote of credit for 1796, poſſibly one million and an half 
may be brought into the market, 

Of the Navy bills to become due in the courſe of the year not 

hh 2 more 
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more than five millions need be funded, but this not to take place 
before the firſt of Maye © Oo _ 

One million may, perhaps be added to the loan, makin it nine- 
teen million, aud cht dete of credit be reduced to one million and 
an helf. This would make no variation in the tems. 

The diſcount to be 3 per text. as uſual on advances made after 
Zoth December, and 34 on advances completing the payment be- 
tween oth and 30il-of December: + * «vas 

The reſerves for public companies as laſt ycar. 


. 
„* 1 i 4 = . a te. 
— — — — — — — — > 


1 2 1 November 25th,. 1795. 
WE hereby engage on our parts, and on the behalf of the gen- 

tlemen who are engaged with us, authorizing us to fign 
for them, to ſubſ{ciibe eighteen millions, or_nineteen millions, in 
722 for the loan of the year 1796, on the following terms, 
viz. for every C. 100 ſubſcribed to receive L. 120 in the /. 3 per 
cent. conſolidated annuities, and C. 25 in the ,. 3 per cent. reduced 
annuities, and fix ſhillings and faxpence per annum long annuities, 
to determine with the preſent long annuities. A diſcount to 
| be allowed of £.3 per cent. on the whole money advanced beyond 
| the inftalments up to the Jateſt period of them, and C. 3 5s per 
| cent. on advances compleating the payments between the 1oth and 
zoth December 1795. 


795 December 1cth, a depoſit of . 10 per cont, 
| 1796 January 22d, à payment of 10 


arch 18th - 10 

May zoth — 10 
| Tolp aa: . 16 

-"* 2 September gth . — 15 
November. IIitnn „ 15 

} cDecember ish e 15, ; 488 

1 * 2 ; / . 100 


The intereſt on the C. 3 per cent, conſols. to commence from 5th 
July 1795; and the intereſt of the 3 per cent. reduced from the 
oth October 1795; and the FOE halt yearly payments on the 

long annuities to be made on ee * | 


Walter Boyd, 
„ü Db £3 $031. whe Avram. Robarts. 
Witneſſed by Karton Aiſlalue. 
2 Dan. Gila rn „.. . 
Thomas Nai ler. Ben. and Abr. Geldſmid. 
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